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JOURNAL 

OF  THE 

Thirtieth  National  Encampment, 

GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 


THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3,  189(>— MORNING  SESSION. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Encarapment  convened  at  the  Audito- 
rium in  St.  Paul,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  September  3,  1896. 

Prior  to  the  formal  opening  of  the  Encampment  the  following 
unofficial  proceedings  were  had  : 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  E.  C.  Mason  called  the  assem- 
blage to  order,  briefly  voicing  the  welcome  of  the  citizens'  com- 
mittee and  introducing  Mayor  Doran — Comrade  Doran — to  express 
the  formal  welcome  of  the  city.  The  Mayor  was  received  with 
cheers  and  performed  his  pleasant  duty  in  the  following  terms  : 

-^  COMRADE    DORAN    FOR  THE   CITY. 

Oymmaiider  and  Comrades,  Ijodies  ami  OetiUemen : 

St.  Paul,  the  Capital  City  and  metropolis  of  the  North  Star 
State,  extends  greetings  and  a  generous  welcome  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.  The  heart  of  every  citizen  in  our  borders  swells 
with  just  pride  in  the  fact  that  the  grandest  secular  organization  in 
the  world's  history  is,  through  its  chief  leaders  and  many  thou- 
sands of  ita  rank  and  file,  the  guest  of  our  beautiful  city  upon  the 
hills.  St.  Paul  is  always  proud  of  its  record,  but  to-day  is  the  red 
letter  day  of  its  rejoicing. 
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Thirty-five  years  ago  the  infant  State  of  Minnesota,  through 
its  war  Governor,  won  the  proud  distinction  of  tendering  to  the 
national  government  the  first  regiment  of  men  offered  with  which 
to  defend  its  treason-beleaguered  capital.  And  to-day,  after  the 
lapse  of  more  than  a  generation  of  time,  Minnesota  boasts  the 
still  grander  distinction  of  presenting  to  the  representatives  of  that 
grand  army  which  conquered  treason  and  liberated  a  race,  this 
same  grand  old  war  governor,  the  last  of  his  kind,  who  sent  to  the 
front  the  initial  organization  of  what  became  an  army  of  freemen 
numbering  almost  three  millions  of  men. 

St.  Paul  and  Minnesota  venerate  him  today  for  what  he  has 
done  and  for  what  he  is  to  us.  We  connect  his  offering  in  April, 
1861,  with  the  marvelous  heroism  of  the  First  Minnesota  Regi- 
ment upon  the  fateful  field  of  Gettysburg.  And  as  long  as  pride 
of  heroic  deeds  swells  the  hearts  of  Minnesota's  sons  and  daughters, 
80  long  will  we  associate  with  pride  and  reverence  the  name  of  the 
First  Regiment  with  that  of  Alexander  Ramsey. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  the  author,  during  the 
war  period,  of  the  greatest  acts  of  beneficence  known  in  the  annals 
of  history,  and  for  this  it  won  imperishable  fame,  and  though  its 
columns  were  shattered  and  often  broken  by  the  shock  of  battle, 
the  lingering  disease  in  hospital,  or  the  unspeakable  horrors  of  the 
prison  pen,  yet  its  mission  was  not  finished.  For  more  than  thirty 
years  it  has  turned  it«  attention  from  the  strife  of  contending  arms 
and  has  furnished  the  noblest  example  of  civic  obedience.  Show 
me  a  worthy  member  of  the  Grand  Army  and  I  will  show  you  a 
man  who  has  no  place  in  his  nature  for  anarchy  or  disobedience  of 
law.  As  from  1861  to  1865,  it  was  your  mission  to  suppress  dis- 
order and  disarm  treason  by  force  of  arms,  so  to-day  it  is  your 
proudest  boast  that  you  have  at  all  times  upheld  the  best  and  truest 
type  of  American  citizenship  in  time  of  peace. 

Cynics  or  weaklings  may  doubt,  sensational  or  foreign  preju- 
dice may  deride,  but  history  can  not  forget  you  nor  time  tarnish 
the  luster  of  your  deeds.  They  are  engraven  upon  the  imperisha- 
ble tablets  of  memory  of  a  country  redeemed,  of  a  race  of  bonds- 
men enfranchised  and  of  a  world  looking  for  the  supreme  test 
whether  government  of  the  people  could  survive  the  shock  of 
attempted  revolution. 
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Your  deeds  of  valor  upon  the  field  of  carnage,  and  your  mar- 
velous fortitude  in  enduring  suffering  and  privation,  were  only  an 
index  of  your  achievements  as  citizens  of  the  grand  Republic  you 
saved  from  treasonable  force  and  monarchical  intrigue.  Despite  all 
efforts  of  opposition,  you  have  for  more  than  thirty  years  been,  in 
a  large  degree,  the  governing  force  that  impelled  our  great  country 
in  its  unexampled  march  to  the  highest  goal  of  material  achieve- 
ment known  to  the  race  of  man.  While  heresies,  not  of  you,  may 
have  at  times  impeded  the  progress  of  your  onward  march,  it  has 
ever  been  the  mission  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  array 
itself  upon  the  side  of  the  right  and  of  the  trueat  Americanism. 
And  who  can  measure  this  influence?  How. often  it  has  been  as 
potent  for  good  as  the  reinforcement  of  a  great  army  by  a  few 
thousand  men  in  the  crisis  of  battle,  none  can  tell.  For  you,  it  is 
sufficient  to  know  that  at  all  times  your  duty  has  been  faithfully 
performed.  Lapse  of  years  has  now  brought  you  to  that  shadowy 
lane  whose  decline  each  year  is  more  marked  ;  your  activities  have 
moderated,  and  must  continue  to  grow  less,  while  your  duty  re- 
mains in  unabated  ratio.  To  me  that  duty  seems  to  be  that  we 
train  our  youth,  our  sons  and  daughters  of  veterans,  and  those  who 
are  not,  to  be  true  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Republic.  Sons  and 
daughters  who  will  cherish  the  principles  of  the  fathers  of  the  Re- 
public; who  will  cherish  the  public  school ;  cherish  sobriety;  cher- 
ish truth  aud  virtue ;  abhorring  evil  and  besetting  vices,  but  re- 
specting all  that  goes  for  the  betterment  of  morals  and  of  the  race. 
Let  them  be  taught  that  America  is  better  and  American  customs 
are  better  because  they  are  Americans.  Let  them  never  forget 
that  foreign  customs  too  freely  adopted  may  foreignize  a  country 
that  owes  its  greatness  to  the  fact  that  American  customs  and 
American  ideas  have  made  us  what  we  are  to-day — the  model  Re- 
public, the  greatest  and  best  nation  on  earth  and  the  hope  of  the 
world. 

But  let  me  not  presume  to  advise  my  comrades  as  to  their 
duty.  Let  me  rather  say  to  you  again  that  St.  Paul  is  happy  and 
is  delighted  at  your  coming,  and  will  strive  to  make  itself  a  liberal 
and  genial  host. 

Be  good  to  yourselves  and  we  will  strive  to  help  you.  The 
hand  of  fellowship  and  of  generous  hospitality  is  extended  to  you 
by  our  home  comrades  and  all  of  our  citizens  in  the  glad  hope  that 
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having  once  seen  us,  you  will  not  feel  satisfied  until  you  have  seen 
us  again  and  often.  The  keys  of  the  city  are  now  in  your  keeping. 
In  such  keeping  we  feel  secure  and  proud,  because  we  know  your 
past  and  are  willing  to  trust  ourselves  in  hands  that  for  four  long 
years  upheld  and  preserved  the  emblem  of  our  freedom. 

Past  Department  Commander  Henry  A.  Castle,  of  Minnesota, 
was  introduced  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Comrades  of  the  Orand  Army : 

The  empire  state  of  the  new  Northwest  proudly  welcomes  the 
reunion  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  the  hospitality  of 
her  queenly  capital.  Minnesota,  the  golden,  crowned  with  her 
plenteous  harvests,  and  beautiful  St.  Paul,  throned  on  her  encir- 
cling terraces,  have  greeted  with  full-pulsing  cordiality,  thirty  thou- 
sand veterans  of  the  Union.  The  chief  executive  of  the  city  is  here 
to  formulate  that  welcome  which  has  been  informally,  spontan- 
eously, exultantly  bestowed  by  the  people  themselves. 

When  at  Louisville  one  year  ago  I  voiced  our  city's  modest 
claims  on  your  attention,  my  pleadings  fell  on  friendly  ears.  The 
competition  for  your  favor  was  sharp  and  the  temptation  to  over- 
state the  case  would  to  many  men  have  been  irresistible.  I  resisted 
— manfully,  vigorously,  successfully.  I  tried  to  tell  you  that  St. 
Paul  was  the  senior  segment  of  a  twain  metropolis,  placed  at  the 
geographical  center  and  fertile  heartcore  of  the  continent,  nested 
among  the  headsprings  of  her  three  great  river  systems,  easily 
dominating  all  the  commercial  arteries  of  the  hemisphere — conse- 
quently all  roads  lead  hither,  with  wayside  inns  convenient  and 
tolls  at  the  minimum.  I  promised  you  fine  weather,  but  that  was 
surplusage — we  never  have  any  other  kind.  I  tried  to  picture  our 
smooth  streets,  and  when  our  rivals,  with  a  curiosity  searching  as 
croton  oil,  inquired  about  our  hills,  I  defiantly  proclaimed  that  the 
grades  all  dipped  toward  the  terminal.  Nothing  is  so  dangerous  to 
an  invitation  speech  as  a  breech-loading  interrogation  point ;  but 
truth  is  mighty — you  marched  yesterday  all  the  way  down  hill.  I 
tried  to  make  you  understand  that  you  would  be  coming  among 
friends,  and  would  be  properly  cared  for.  There,  also,  I  was  firmly 
entrenched  among  the  eternal  verities. 

Now  1  am  charged  with  the  superfluous  duty  of  pointing  out 
that  all  our  pledges  have  been  faithfully  fulfilled.    The  draft  which 
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I  endorsed  and  you  accepted,  a  draft  perhaps  on  your  credulity,  a 
draft  assuredly  upon  your  kindness,  your  partiality,  your  fraternity, 
may  be  canceled  now.  Twelve  shining  months  have  run  their  speedy 
round,  and  you  are  here.  Our  promises  were  mild  ;  our  perform- 
ance has  been  conscientious  and  literal.  If  there  has  been  any- 
thing, above  and  beyond  that  literal  performance  which  we  might 
have  done  to  add  to  your  enjoyment  and  did  not,  it  will  be  to  us  a 
lasting  sorrow. 

Are  some  of  your  illusions  already  dispelled?  Have  you 
found  that  the  frontier  is  still  far  beyond — in  fact  that  it  has  been 
abolished  utterly  ?  Have  you  found  that  the  wild  and  wooly  West 
is  tamed  and  shorn — that  some  years  ago  St.  Paul  discarded  the 
primitive  Chippewa  currency  with  its  wholly  unreliable  ratio  of  six- 
teen to  one — sixteen  blankets  for  one  squaw  ?  Those  early  settlers 
who  came  here  when  horses  were  fixed  capital,  commenced 
business  with  nothing  but  a  bunch  of  salt  in  one  hand  and  a  halter 
in  the  other  and  amassed  sudden  wealth,  are  mostly  deceased; 
their  heirs  have  loftily  scorned  to  contribute  for  our  encampment 
fund,  but  we  managed  to  survive.  You  have  met  a  different  class 
of  people  here,  and  they  are  your  friends. 

To  the  upbuilding  of  this  commonwealth  our  comrades  have 
notably  contributed.  Coming  in  great  numbers  from  every  loyal 
State,  they  have  met  here  the  stalwart  colonists  from  northern 
Europe  and  united  to  build  up  a  new  type  of  American  citizenship. 
The  two  elements  combine  the  best  blood  of  the  world,  the  domi- 
nant races  of  mankind.  A.11  their  splendid  energies,  developed 
under  the  most  invigorating  climatic  conditions,  broadened  by  a 
generous  culture,  ripened  and  enriched  by  the  masterful  current  of 
an  intense  patriotism,  will  flow  in  strengthening  streams  through 
the  veins  of  rising  generations  who  are  to  stand  guard  around  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  in  our  holy  of  holies.  Here  the  principles  of 
our  order  are  granite  cliffs  from  which  solid  boulders  of  patriotic 
fervor  have  been  quarried,  to  be  embedded  in  our  laws  and  institu- 
tions, exemplifying  to  the  future  this  nation's  immeasurable  value 
by  its  transcendent  cost. 

The  local  work  of  preparation  for  this  event  has  been  made 
light  by  the  participation  of  many  willing  hands.  It  has  been  a 
symposium  of  grateful  earnestness.  There  has  been  a  free  mintage 
of  patriotism  in  the  soundest  of  metals — an  abundant  voltage  of 
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electric  energy  and  public  spirit.  There  have  been  unity  and  har- 
mony among  our  men,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  women  has  been 
spontaneous,  contagious,  and  altogether  charming.  The  growl  of 
the  groaner  and  groan  of  the  grumbler  have  been  heard  in  a  few 
back  streets,  but  the  swelling  course  of  activity  has  drowned  them 
beyond  rescue.  The  results  are  before  you.  I  will  not  venture  to 
expose  the  machinery  by  which  they  were  achieved.  They  simply 
typify  the  sentiments  of  our  entire  population  toward  the  men  who 
have  honored  us  with  this  visit.  The  adornments  on  our  streets 
and  buildings  mutely  speak  the  feelings  of  our  breasts.  In  other 
ways  have  those  feelings  bten  made  vocal.  In  the  words  of  a 
stanza  printed  with  the  official  program : 

THE  GLORY   OF  ST.    PAUL. 

Shout  the  people :     "  Welcome  I  welcome  I 
Ring  the  bells  from  every  steeple, 
Greet  the  brave  with  waving  banners, 

Beat  of  drum  and  bugle  call! 
Welcome  those  whose  grand  endeavors 
Purchased  freedom,  kept  the  Union, 
Saved  the  flag  whose  starry  splendor 

Is  the  glory  of  St.  Paul." 

Greetings  and  welcome  and  honor  and  deathless  gratitude  to 
the  veterans  of  the  war  for  the  Union  !  Their  cause  was  sublime ; 
their  devotion  was  perfect ;  their  grand  aggregate  of  renown  will 
gild  the  pages  of  an  heroic  era.  And  whatever,  if  anything,  the 
present  may  withhold  of  universal  consent  to  the  sacredness  of 
their  motive  and  the  completeness  of  their  triumph,  may  safely  be 
left  to  time,  to  God  and  to  history. 

They  claim  no  undue  meed  of  praise.  They  wrought  might- 
ily, but  they  had  mighty  and  Almighty  help.  Rebellion  suc- 
cumbed not  alone  to  the  boys  in  blue,  but  to  their  mothers  and  the 
girls  they  left  behind  them.  Lee  surrendered  not  alone  to  Grant 
and  his  armies,  but  to  the  colleges  and  churches,  the  mines  and 
factories,  the  homes  and  herds  and  harvests^  of  the  giant  North. 
Slavery  perished  because  its  doom  had  been  written  on  the  celes- 
tial chimes;  because  the  nineteenth  century  had  come;  because 
the  free  school  and  the  free  press  and  the  open  Bible  had  come ; 
because  the  flying  engine  and  the  speaking  wire  had  come ;  because 
Wilberforce  and  Garrison  and  Harriet  Stowe  had  come ;  because 
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Lincoln  ^nd  Seward  and  Stanton  had  come ;  because  Grant  and 
Sherman  and  Sheridan  had  come ;  because  two  million  soldiers  of 
the  flag  had  come ;  because  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lonl 
had  come,  and  not  all  the  powers  of  evil  could  longer  buttress  the 
baffled  iniquity  of  the  ages. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Union  only  did  their  share.  Stupendous 
as  their  aggregate  of  honor  is,  to  each  can  come  but  a  fractional, 
inconsiderable  part.  Yet  it  is  enough.  And  all  are  equal  here. 
They  only  rank  in  priority  of  encomium  who  went  up  in  chariots  of 
fire,  through  sulphurous  battle-clouds,  to  advance  lines  in  the  bat- 
talions of  the  blessed.  Together  they  marched  and  camped  and 
fought  and  conquered.  Dying,  they  sealed  their  sacrifice  with 
martyrdom.  Surviving,  they  proved  their  willingness  to  die,  and 
lived  to  clasp  with  joy  the  sweetness  of  restored  affection,  pride  and 
hope. 

They  marched  through  wilderness  and  across  mountains; 
through  blooming  farmsteads  and  beckoning  orchards  reddened 
for  the  clutch  of  hungry  hands.  They  marched  through  burning 
sands  and  stifling  lime-dust  white  as  shredded  alkali;  through 
shoreless  mud,  black,  yellow,  red  and  gray.  They  marched 
through  settlements  of  frowning,  alienated  countrymen,  towards 
embattled  legions  which  blindly,  bravely  warred  against  right  and 
light.  They  marched  through  writhing  cruelties  and  paths  piled 
high  with  iron  fetters,  up  to  the  shining  heights  of  fame. 

They  camped  in  cotton  fields  and  cane  brakes ;  in  groves  of 
magnolia  and  myrtle,  where  jack  pots  were  juicy ;  in  flowering  sub- 
urbs, where  sweet  hams  blossomed  in  the  smokehouse  and  fat  tur- 
keys ripened  in  the  open  air.  They  camped  in  shelter  tents  of 
abbreviated  area  or  in  huts  of  brush  and  straw,  on  the  levees  of 
murmuring  rivers  and  on  the  shores  of  the  sounding  sea.  They 
camped  in  still  forests,  where  the  fond,  melodious  mule  could  satu- 
rate seven  cubic  miles  of  atmosphere  with  opera  music  in  seven- 
teen seconds  without  rebuke.  Their  morning  drum  beat  belted 
half  the  continent  with  one  continuous  strain  of  jubilant  reveille; 
their  bugle-calls  ring  through  the  air  to-day,  awakening  echoes  in 
our  hearts  that  are  tuneful  as  a  song  of  triumph  on  the  lips  of 
cherubim. 

They  fought  the  aged,  ancient  mildews  of  a  hideous  past  and 
fused  a  whole  glad  new  century  of  aspiration  into  four  years  of 
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matchless  achievement.  Thej  fought  against  monstrous  error  for 
eternal  truth.  On  land  and  sea  they  fought  the  battles  of  human- 
ity and  posterity  and  inexorable  destiny.  They  fought  against 
bayonets  and  bullets,  against  grape  and  shell,  against  howitzers 
and  columbiads,  against  turrets  and  torpedoes,  against  breastworks 
and  bastions  bristling  with  sharpened  steel.  They  fought  across 
enfiladed  valleys  hissing  with  hot  death  bolts  and  red  with  volcanic 
wrath — up  rugged  hillsides  crested  with  flames  of  hell. 

They  conquered  armed  rebellion  and  won  a  glorious  peace. 
They  conquered  those  who  tore  our  banner  down,  and  they  lifted 
it  to  peerless  exaltation.  They  gained  a  victory  so  complete,  so 
incontestible  that  they  could  safely  restore  the  vanquished  to  a  full 
share  in  the  guardianship  of  a  repudiated  heritage.  They  con- 
quered slavery  with  its  multiples  of  horror.  They  conquered 
navies  and  armies,  generals  and  admirals,  seaports  and  citadels  and 
capitols,  senators,  cabinets  and  presidents.  They  conquered  states, 
and  built  around  the  regenerated  nation  a  rampart  so  high,  so 
strong,  so  steadfast,  that  it  may  proudly  bid  defiance  to  a  hostile 
world. 

They  died  amid  the  battle  clangor  of  five  hundred  crimson 
fields;  they  died  in  hospitals  where  nerves  were  highways  for  the 
step  of  fever's  scorching  feet;  ihey  died  in  dismal  prison  pens,  un- 
shorn, unsheltered,  hungering,  thirsting,  desolate,  despairing; 
they  died,  four  hundred  thousand  of  them  died,  iu  the  dewy  efflor- 
escence of  a  beauteous  youth,  that  the  slave  might  be  unshackled, 
freedom  apotheosized,  the  nation  saved. 


SINCE  THE  WAR. 

They  lived — a  million  of  them  live  to  day.  They  lived  to  do 
men's  work  in  building  up  the  land  their  valor  sanctified.  They 
lived  to  witness  a  development  and  prosperity  beyond  the  stretches 
of  their  fondest  dream.  They  lived  to  see  South  Carolina,  cradle 
of  secession,  thoroughly  reformed  by  an  application  of  bichloride  of 
Tillmanism  for  the  drink  habit,  and  the  whole  Southern  industrial 
system  thoroughly  rejuvenated  by  the  diacovery  that  pure  olive  oil 
can  be  made  from  cotton  seed.  They  lived  to  organize  a  great  as- 
sociation which  should  express  and  typify  and  perpetuate  the  spirit 
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of  the  epoch  their  services  made  illustrious.  They  lived  to  partici- 
pate in  thirty  annual  natbnal  encampments  of  that  association, 
heralded  everywhere  by  the  acclamations  of  an  admiring  populace. 
They  have  lived  to  meet  on  Southern  soil,  greeted  with  royal  wel- 
come. They  have  lived  to  assemble  where  the  imperial  Mississippi 
begins  her  flow,  in  stately  cities  that  were  unmapped,  undreamed 
of  in  their  schoolboy  days.  They  have  lived  to  see  the  sun  of  Ap- 
pomattox flood  the  planet  with  its  warming,  brightening  beams. 
They  have  lived  to  know  that  the  war's  immortal  hero,  touring 
round  the  earth,  commanding  homage  from  kings  and  emperors  to 
his  majestic  personality,  penetrated  no  regions  so  remote  that  his 
fame  had  not  preceded  him,  visited  no  populations  too  ignorant  to 
comprehend  the  significance  of  his  victories.  They  have  lived  to 
read  that  in  mud  hoveb  in  the  deepest  heart  of  Africa,  in  thatched 
huts  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  in  cabins  buried  among  Siberian 
snows,  portraits  of  Lincoln  are  found,  venerated  by  benighted  mil- 
lions as  the  saint  of  a  new  dispensation.  They  have  lived  to  see 
the  horizon  strewn  with  wrecks  of  stricken  dynasties — crowns 
crumbling,  thrones  trembling,  the  whole  filmy  remainder  of  hoary 
despotisms  shriveling  like  a  gossamer  scroll.  They  have  lived  to 
see  the  flag  of  the  great  republic  floating  resplendent  in  the  zenith, 
as  a  token  that  the  Union  lives,  and  that  liberty  reigneth  forever. 
They  will  live  to  see  the  humblest  survivor  of  the  host  which  fought 
for  that  flag,  hailed  as  a  priest  in  the  temple  of  freedom,  a  prince 
in  the  kingdom  of  glory  And  their  lifted  vision  then  will  meet 
the  glow  of  gladness  in  the  smile  of  Justice  as  she  comes  to  reign, 
with  a  bridal  coronet  upon  her  brow,  and  her  feet  in  the  dew  of  the 
millennial  morning. 

They  marched  and  camped  and  fought  and  conquered.  They 
died  or  lived  as  heaven  might  decree.  In  death  they  closed  a 
record  complete  in  its  dimless  radiance : 

**  No  fear  of  them !     In  our  lower  field 
Let  U8  toil  with  armn  unstained, 
That  at  last  we  be  worthy  to  stand  with  them 
On  the  shining  heights  they've  gained." 

In  life  they  have  been  true  to  their  youthful  consecration. 
They  have  shared  their  priceless  inheritance  with  former  enemies, 
now  brethren  beloved,  on  the  acknowledged  and  only  logical  basis 
that  the  victors  were  eternally   right  and   the  losers  deplorably 
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wrong.     They  have  enriched  the  country  with  the  fruits  of  their 
labor,  and  strengthened  it  with  their  teachings  of  patriotism. 

This  patriotism  is  more  than  a  sentiment.  It  is  an  inspiration 
— a  living,  animating  spirit.  Not  in  dens  of  ignorance  and  mis- 
ery and  crime  does  our  Heavenly  Father  nurture  this  blessed 
spirit.  Not  there — but  out  on  the  broad  prairies,  where  fresh 
breezes  blow  and  clear  water  runs,  and  where  the  green  of  grass 
and  gold  and  crimson  of  flowers  lie  mirrowed  in  the  melted  blue  of 
the  sky;  up  on  high,  free  mountains,  where  splintered  cliffs  of 
granite  dare  the  fury  of  lightning  and  storm ;  down  by  the  river- 
side, where  flying  shuttles  and  whirring  saws  are  working  out, 
under  man's  skillful  hand,  his  deathless  doom  of  toil;  over  in 
classic  halls,  where  Science,  with  her  finger  on  the  arteries  of  the 
universe,  is  telling  ofl*  its  pulse  beats  to  a  listening  throng ;  across 
in  temples  of  worship,  where  a  divine  evangel  is  speaking  hope 
and  mercy  to  the  sinner's  groaning  heart.  Here  and  there  and 
wherever  avenues  to  the  expanding  mind  are  open  to  the  ingress  of 
holy  truth,  this  spirit  of  patriotism  grows  and  sways,  lifting  even 
the  dullest  as  the  song-note  lifts  the  lark,  whose  nest  is  in  the  fur- 
row but  whose  home  is  in  the  sky.  Here  it  finds  welcome,  and 
everywhere,  whispering  in  the  breezes,  laughing  in  the  cascades, 
roaring  in  the  thunder,  singing  in  the  mill  wheel,  shouting  in  the 
school  room,  pleading  in  the  sanctuary,  it  speaks  one  message  in  a 
thousand  tongues :  It  is  sweet  and  honorable  for  country  to  die — 
it  is  noble  and  blessed  for  country  to  live  and  toil  and  suffer ! 

The  Modoc  Club,  of  Topeka,  Kansas,  followed  with  a  song, 
after  which  Greneral  M.  E.  Clapp  welcomed  the  Encampment  in 
behalf  of  the  younger  generation  in  the  following  terms : 

Veterans — In  behalf  of  the  youth  of  Minnesota  we  bid  you 
welcome.  Youth  is  prone  to  venerate  the  storied  brave  and  to 
look  with  admiration  akin  to  reverence  upon  the  living  hero.  Yes- 
terday St.  Paul  witnessed  a  sight  probably  never  seen  in  any  land 
but  our  own.  Marching  side  by  side  with  the  veteran  was  the  wife 
and  daughter ;  in  ages  gone  women  chained  to  the  chariot  wheel 
have  been  drawn  in  triumphant  procession,  the  unwilling  offeriug 
of  captivity  to  the  arrogance  of  unbridled  lust;  but  here  they 
walked  side  by  side,  sharing  the  glories  of  the  triumph.  Your 
deeds  have  to-day  been  eulogized.     We  have  been  told  of  the 
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causes  which  coDspired  to  preserve  this  Union  and  destroy  human 
slavery ;  but  we  must  not  forget  that  tribute  which  is  due  to  North- 
ern womanhood.  It  detracts  nothing  from  the  glory  of  your 
achievements  to  say  that  you  had  the  inspiration  of  the  fife  and 
drum,  of  the  waving  banner,  the  enthusiasm  bom  of  the  multi- 
tude, while  the  woman  who  bade  you  Oodspeed  and  remained  at 
home  to  watch  and  guard  those  born  of  the  fire  that  burns  upon 
the  altar  of  love  had  no  inspiration  save  the  fadeless  &ith  of  a 
woman's  heart  that  illumed  her  pathway  during  those  dark  years; 
and  when  we  glorify  your  achievements  and  pay  homage  to  your 
patriotism  and  valor  we  must  place  Northern  womanhood  side  by 
side  with  Northern  manhood.  As  you  marched  down  our  streets 
yesterday  you  won  the  admiration  of  the  middle-aged  and  the  old, 
but  you  stirred  the  heart  of  youth  as  it  was  never  stirred  before. 
Our  youth  read  again  the  story  of  your  achievements,  not  on  the 
cold  and  lifeless  page  of  history,  but  as  a  living  reality.  They  saw 
you  as  you  marched  forth  in  manhood's  prime  of  the  long  ago; 
they  saw  you  famishing  in  Southern  prison  pen  ;  wasting  with  fever 
in  the  hospital;  they  saw  you  amid  the  smoke  and  carnage  of 
battle,  and  your  bowed  forms  and  whitening  locks  kindled  in  their 
hearts  a  fire  of  undying  fiame.  The  great  hosts  that  have  been 
marshaled  in  bygone  years  have  passed  away  to  shadowy  form,  but 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  live.  The  dark  clouds  may 
lower  about  us,  storms  may  sweep  athwart  the  course  of  the  ship  of 
state,  but  the  inspiration  of  your  sacrifices  will  arouse  American 
citizenship  equal  to  every  crisis ;  and  as  you  crushed  treason  and 
preserved  this  nation,  so  will  the  youth  of  this  land,  inspired  by 
the  memory  of  your  heroic  deeds,  arise  to  the  fullness  of  Ameri- 
can citizenship  and  sacredly  guard  the  legacy  received  from  you 
and  your  departed  comrades. 

In  behalf  of  the  youth  of  Minnesota  I  can  pay  you  no  higher 
tribute  than  to  say  that  they  will  kneel  and  worship  at  the  shrine 
consecrated  by  your  patriotism  and  sanctified  by  your  valor. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  responded  as  follows : 
Gen.  Mason,  Comrade  Mayor ,  Mr.  Clapp : 

In  behalf  of  all  my  comrades  here  to-day  and  those  outside  of 
this  hall  in  this  great  city  of  yours,  I  extend  you  our  heartfelt 
thanks  for  your  cordial  and  magnificent  welcome.     You  see  before 
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you,  gentlemen,  the  representatives  of  the  survivors  of  that  great 
army  of  more  than  two  million  men,  who  in  the  time  of  peril  rallied 
to  defend  the  national  life  from  the  death  clutch  of  treason.  How 
well  they  accomplished  that  purpose  this  great  nation  of  ours  testi- 
fies to  day,  a  nation  where  no  man  doflfis  his  hat  to  another  except 
through  the  courtesy  of  equals,  where  no  slave's  presence  dis- 
honors labor,  where  education  is  free,  where  manhood  is  respected, 
whose  authors  and  soldiers  and  statesmen  have  made  the  nineteenth 
century  blaze  with  the  splendors  of  the  gems  that  they  have  set  in 
freedom's  diadem. 

The  men  who  saved  the  nation,  the  private  soldiers,  were  think- 
ing men.  They  were  taught  to  think  in  our  public  schools.  We 
have  no  respect  for  a  man  who  does  not  think  and  have  his  own 
convictions.  Ours  is  a  government  from  the  people  up  and  not 
from  an  aristocracy  down.  We  need  no  great  standing  army  in 
this  country.  Our  best  army  is  the  school. house,  our  safest  protec- 
tion the  home,  and  our  most  effective  cannon  the  intelligence  and 
integrity  of  the  masses  of  this  great  country.  The  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  is  simply  the  organized  love  of  the  men  who  marched 
and  fought  together  in  the  armies  of  the  Union.  Their  deeds  will 
live.  Let  the  youngest  child  of  St.  Paul  live  to  become  white  with 
age,  and  almost  overcome  with  the  weight  of  years,  the  sound  of 
the  bugle,  the  tap  of  the  drum,  the  drapery  of  the  starry  ensign, 
the  services  on  Memorial  day,  the  mention  of  a  hero's  name,  each 
and  all  will  force  upon  memory  its  wonted  office  and  recall  to  its 
very  center  the  radiance  of  their  valor,  the  bravery  of  their  deeds, 
the  glory  of  their  triumphs.  Believe  me,  friends,  the  patriot  is 
never  dead,  and  the  hero  lives  forever.  Again  I  thank  you  for 
this  most  sincere  and  cordial  welcome  that  we  have  received  at 
your  hands. 

After  the  applause  following  the  address  had  subsided  the 
Commander-in-Chief  said : 

We  have  another  proceeding  which  is  appropriate  now.  A 
committee  was  appointed  at  Louisville  to  procure  and  present  to 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Lawler  a  testimonial  from  the  Encamp- 
ment.    That  committee  is  ready  to  report. 

Comrade  Henry  M.  Nevius,  of  New  Jersey,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  said : 
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Commander 'irir  Chief  and  Comrades  of  the 

Orand  Army  of  the  Repvhlic : 
The  last  time  we  were  assembled  in  coDvention  your  delibera- 
tions were  presided  over  by  that  gallant  soldier,  that  pioneer  Grand 
Army  man,  that  superb  Commander-in-Chief,  Thomas  G.  Lawler. 
He  won  the  hearts  of  all  Grand  Army  men  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  His  last 
official  act  was  to  surrender  the  gavel  to  our  worthy  Commander- 
in-Chief  Walker,  whose  fine  character,  whose  great  ability  and 
whose  faithful  service  in  our  Order  will  enable  him  to  lay  down 
the  gavel  with  a  record  equal  to  the  best,  and  one  of  whose  first 
official  acts  was,  by  your  authority,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  select 
a  testimonial  to  Comrade  Lawler.  That  committee  is  here,  now 
ready  to  report,  and  as  a  member  thereof  I  desire  to  introduce  to 
you  one  of  my  fellow  members,  Comrade  Matt  H.  Ellis,  your  Pa«t 
Judge  Advocate- General. 

Comrade  Ellis  requested  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Lawler  to 
come  forward,  and  addressed  him  as  follows : 

Comrade  Lawler: 

It  -is  well  known  that  in  your  report  you  protested  against  this 
testimonial,  insisting  that  the  money  might  better  be  spent  for 
some  other  purpose,  but  in  this,  and  it  is  the  only  case,  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  has  reversed  your  decision.  I  could  dwell 
upon  your  record  in  the  war,  but  this  testimonial  has  an  especial 
relation  to  your  record  as  Commander-in-Chief,  and  we  all  know 
what  that  was ;  how  you  visited  thirty-eight  of  the  forty-five  De- 
partments, going  into  all  the  States  of  the  Union  but  two,  and 
traveling  more  than  36,000  miles,  a  record  excelled  by  no  one  from 
Logan  to  Jack  Adams.  Let  this  watch  remind  you  that  those 
whom  you  have  served  appreciate  your  services ;  that  we  respect 
you,  revere  you,  love  you.  And  may  the  chain  be  a  chain  to  bind 
you  closer  to  the  afiections  of  your  comrades. 

Comrade  Lawler  responded  as  follows : 

Comrade  Ellu,  Comrade  Nevius  and 

Comrades  of  this  Efvcampment : 
I  thank  you  from  the  fullness  of  my  heart,  not  so  much  for 
the  intrinsic  value  of  this  gift  as  for  the  fact  that  it  comes  from 
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this  great  organization.  To  be  a  private  in  the  Grand  Army  is  one 
of  the  greatest  honors  that  can  come  to  any  man,  but  how  much 
greater  the  honor  to  be  at  its  head.  You  are  met  for  other  busi- 
ness and  I  will  only  take  enough  of  your  time  to  thank  you  again 
for  this  beautiful  testimonial. 

The  hall  being  cleared  of  all  except  members  of  the  order,  the 
Encampment  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  in 
the  following  terms : 

Oh,  God,  we  praise  thee  that  once  more  we  are  met  in  National 
Encampment  as  representatives  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. We  acknowledge  thy  guiding  hand  and  gracious  providence 
in  all  the  past.  May  our  present  deliberations  be  wise,  loyal,  fra- 
ternal and  charitable.  Bless  this  city,  the  mayor,  and  the  good 
people  whose  doors  and  homes  and  hearts  are  all  open  to  us  and 
our  comrades.  May  their  royal  welcome  and  generous  hospitality 
abide  in  our  grateful  hearts  for  all  time,  and  may  our  presence  here 
remain  in  their  memories  as  a  joy  and  a  benediction  forever. 
Bless  this  Commonwealth  and  its  Chief  Executive,  especially  its 
veteran  and  universally  honored  and  beloved  war  Governor. 

Bless  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  one  who 
shall  succeed  him. 

Bless  our  present  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  mighty  army 
of  comrades  under  him.  Be  near  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
our  fallen  brothers. 

Bless  the  Woman's  Belief  Corps,  the  ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. , 
and  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

And  now,  O  God,  we  thank  thee  that  this  Republic  has  not 
perished  from  the  earth,  and  that  there  is  still  one  country  and  one 
flag. 

We  thank  thee  for  a  grateful  people  who  regard  with  honor 
the  men  who  saved  the  Union. 

We  thank  thee  for  a  patriotism  that  more  and  more  manifests 
itself  in  songs  and  prayers  and  tears  on  each  coming  Memorial  Day. 

O  God,  may  we  always  be  conscious  that  peace  hath  her 
dangers  and  her  duties  as  well  as  war.  Our  battles  have  been 
fought,  our  victories  have  been  won,  but  a  saved  country  must  and 
shall  be  preserved.  May  the  God  of  battles  who  was  with  us  at 
Vicksburg,  Gettysburg,  the  March  to  the  Sea,  and  at  Appomattox 
hold  secure  over  the  future  of  America  the  bond  of  peace.     Suffer 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND   ARMY   OF  THE   REPUBLIC.  17 

not  the  country  of  Washington  and  Lincoln  to  be  wrecked  in  men. 
As  ours  is  a  government  of  the  people,  for  the  people  and  by  the 
people,  may  we  have  wisdom  to  see  the  right  and  courage  to  main- 
tain it.  As  the  ballot  box  is  the  exponent  of  freemen's  will  may  the 
sacred  trust  of  voting  be  done  in  the  fear  of  God.  We  pray  not 
for  individual  or  party,  but  we  earnestly  entreat  thee  to  give  suc- 
cess to  whatever  insures  honor,  integrity  and  perpetuity  to  our 
institutions.  Let  not  treason  or  anarchy  find  a  place*  in  all  our 
fair  land.  Keep  alive,  O  God,  true  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  all 
the  people. 

**(iod  of  our  fathers^  by  whose  hand 

Thy  people  still  are  blest, 
Be  with  us  through  our  pilgrimage 

Conduct  us  to  our  rest.  " 

We  ask  all  in  the  name  of  the  Great  (Commander,   Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Ghost.     Amen. 

The  approaches  to  the  Encampment  were  guarded  by  the  fol- 
lowing Comrades  of  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis : 

H.  A.  NORTON, 
Officer  of  the  Day. 

SAMUEL  B.  McCULLOCH', 

Officer  of  the  Guard. 

R.  W.  Devore Guard. 

Alfred  S.  Sayles Guard. 

W.  D.  MrrcHELi Guard. 

Charles  Temme Guard. 

Allen  Swain Guard. 

Henry  A.  Morse Guard. 

Joseph  Chapron Guard. 

J.  D.  HiNDB Guard. 

James  Hynes Guard. 

E.  M.  Reed Guard. 

Levi  Lamson .  Guard. 

George  T.  Tyron Guard. 

Peter  Plunges Guard. 

Charles  Crissey Guard. 

2-0.  A.  R. 
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The  roll  of  officers  was  then  called  by  the  Adjutant-General. 
All  officers  were  present  except  the  Junior  Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief,  who  was  detained  at  home  by  sickness  in  his  family. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  the  following  report, 
which,  on  motion  of  Comrade  Cochran  of  Illinois,  was  adopted. 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  make  the  follow- 
ing report : 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  roll-call  of  this  Encampment 
as  prepared  by  the  Adjutant  General  and  find  that  it  corresponds 
with  the  regular  credentials  and  reports  from  the  several  Depart- 
ments, and  is  therefore  correct.  We  have  checked  all  of  those  re- 
ported present  by  the  Assistant  Adjutants-General  and  have  noted 
absentees. 

Therefore  we  respectfully  recommend  that  said  roH  be  adopted 
as  the  roll  of  members  of  this  Encampment. 

The  whole  number  entitled  to  vote  in  this  Encampment,  if 
present,  is  divided  as  follows : 

National  officers 9 

Past  National  officers 46 

Council  of  Administration.  ..••...  45 

Representatives 1,122 

Total 1,222 

Your  committee  commend  the  officers  of  the  several  Depart- 
ments for  the  very  complete  returns  made,  which  has  lessened  the 
labors  of  the  committee.  * 

Irvin  Robbins, 
David  N.  Foster, 
h.  h.  cumings, 
WASfflNGTON  Gardner, 
CammiUee  on  OrederUials. 

On  motion  the  call  of  the  roll  of  the  Encampment  was  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  following  is  the  complete  roll  as  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, those  present  being  marked  by  an  asterisk  (*) : 
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ROLL  OF  THE  THIRTIETH    NATIONAL 
ENCAMPMENT. 

1896. 


Commander-in-Chief 

Senior  Vice- Gomniander-in- Chief . . 
Junior  Vice- Commander- in- (^hief  . 

Surgeon- General 

Chaplain-in-Chief 

Adjutant- General 

(^uartei^iaMer-  General. . 

Inxpeeior- General 

Judge-Advoeate-  General 


NATIONAL  OFHCERS- 

I.  N.  WALKER, 


Indianapolis,  Ind. 
.*K.  IL  HOBSON, 

Oreensburg,  Ky. 
..a  (i.  COSGROVE, 

Pomeroy,  Washington. 
.*J.  B.  W4IITING, 

Janesville,  Wis. 
^THOMAS  C.  ILIFF, 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
*IRVIN  ROBBINS, 

Indianapolis,  ind. 
*A.  J.  BURBANK, 

Chicago,  ill. 
^WILLIAM  M.  OLIN, 

Boston,  Mass. 
♦ALFRED  DARTE, 

Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 


NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

♦Alabama M.  D.  Wickcrshani Mobile. 

AjiizoNA J.  W.  Borrington Yuma. 

Abkansas Powell  Clayton Eureka  Springs. 

California  and  Nevada  . .  A.  W.  Barrett Sacramento,   Cal. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming  . .  A.  W.  Jones Greely,  Colo. 

Connecticut Augustus  G.  Sanborn New  Haven. 

Delaware I^wis  C.  Grubb Wilmington. 

Florida W.  J.  Allen Jacksonville. 

*(iEORGiA Albert  E.  Sholes Savannah. 

Idaho P.  R.  Miner Boise. 

■=•  Present. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


20  THIRTIETH   NATIONAL   ENCABfPMENT 

^Illinois Thos.  W.  Scott Fairfield. 

^Indiana W.  H.  Armstrong Indianapolis. 

^Indian  Territory R.  W.  Hill Muscogee. 

*IowA Albert  W.  Swalm Oskaloosa. 

''^Kansas B.  Dornblaser Fredonia. 

♦Kentucky Charles  W.  Erdman Louisville. 

^Louisiana  and  Mississippi  .James  I^wis New  Orleans. 

*Maine Seth  B.  Snij>e Bath. 

'Maryland Charles  L.  Marburg Baltimore. 

^Massachusetts Henry  W.  Downs Boston. 

*MiCHroAN Oeo.  H.  Hopkins Detroit. 

^Minnesota Albert  Schefler St.  Paul. 

'■Missouri F.  W.  Sterrett St.  Louis. 

Montana (J.  W.  S.  Wisner Anaconda. 

Nebraska Thos.  J.  Majors Peru. 

*New  Hami*shirk E.  A.  Badger  (resigned) . . .  Lakeport. 

*New  .Jersey J.J.  Rents Trenton. 

*New  Mexico J.  W.  Crawford New  York  City. 

New  York Thos.  F.  Reed Spring  Valley. 

North  Dakota W.  H.  Brown     Grand  Forks. 

Oklahoma  Territory  — J.  J.  S.  Hassler Enid. 

Ohio R.  H.  Cochran  (deceased).  .Toledo. 

Oregon H.  B.  Compson Portland. 

Pennsylvania Chas.  W.  (ierwig Allegheny. 

Potomac Israel  W.  Stone Washington. 

*Rhode  Island Chas.  A.  Barbour Bristol. 

South  Dakota E.  P.  Farr Pierre. 

Tennessee A.  J.  Steele Memphis. 

Texas E.  L.  Whitman Denison. 

Utah  E.  W.  Tatlock Salt  Lake  City. 

*  Vermont E.  W.  Jewett Swanton. 

Virginia  and  N.  Carolina  .  Henry  E.  Gettys Roanoke,  Va. 

Washington  and  Alaska.  .Joseph  Dickerson Seattle,  Wash. 

Wi-^iT  Virginia M.  B.  Bartlett Parkersburg. 

WiSf;0N.siN (ieo.  L.  Thomas Milwaukee. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 
ADMINISTRATION. 

W.  H.  Armstrong Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Thomas  W.  Scott Fairfield,  111. 

George  H.  Hopkins Detroit,  Mich. 

Albert  Scheffer St.  Paul,  Minn. 

F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Albert  W.  Swalm Oskaloosa,  la. 

Ch.nrles  L.  Marburg Baltimore,  Md. 

'^'Pref'ent. 
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PAST  NATIONAL  OFFICERS. 


PAST  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIKF. 

tB.  F.  Stephenson  (Provisional)  [died  Aug.  30,  1871  ] 1866 

tS.  A.  Hurlbut,  Illinois  [ died  March  27,  1882] 1866-67 

tJohn  A.  Ix)gan,  Illinois  [  died  Dec.  26,  1886  ] 1868-9-70 

tAmbrose  E.  Burnside,  Rhode  Island  [died  Sept.  13,  1881] 1871-72 

tCharles  Devens,  Massachusetts  [  died  Jan.  7,  1891  ] 1873-74 

tJohn  F.  Hartranft,  Pennsylvania  [died  Oct.  17,  1889] 1875-76 

John  C.  Robinson,  Binghamton,  N.  Y 1877-78 

tWilliam  Earnshaw,  Ohio  [died  July  17,  1886] 1879 

Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa  1880 

George  S.  Merrill,  Lawrence,  Mass 1881 

Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  Neb 1882 

♦Robert  B.  Beath,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1883 

♦John  S.  Kountz,  Toledo,  <^)hio 1884 

S.  a  Burdett,  Washington,  D.  C 188") 

tLucius  Fairchild,  Madison,  Wis.  [died  May  23,  1896] 1886 

♦John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  Minn 1 887 

William  Warner,  Kansai*  City,  Mo 1888 

*Ru8sell  A.  Alger,  Detroit,  Mich 1889 

Wheelock  G.  Veazey,  Rutland,  Vt 1890 

*John  Palmer,  Albany,  N.  Y 1891 

*A.  G.  VV^eissert,  Milwaukee,  Wis. •. . .  1892 

*John  G.  B.  Adams,  Lynn,  Ma.ss 1893 

*Thomas  G.  Lawler,  Rockford,  III 1894 


PAST  SENIOR   VICE-COMMANDERS-IN-CHIKF.  • 

t Joshua  T.  Owen,  Pennsylvania  [died  Nov.  7,  1887] 1868 

tLucius  Fairchild,  Madison,  Wis 1869-70 

Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1871-72 

tEdward  Jardine,  New  York 1874 

Joseph  S.  Reynolds,  Chicago,  111 1875-76 

Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  Providence,  R.  1 1877 

Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  Neb 1878 

♦John  Palmer,  Albany,  N.  Y 1879 

Edgar  D.  Swain,  Chicago,  111 1880 

Charles  L.  Young,  Toledo,  0 1881 

W.  E.  W.  Ross,  Baltimore,  Md 1882 

William  Warner,  Kansas  City.  Mo 1883 

'=' Present. 
t  Deccnsoil. 
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*John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  Minn 1884 

Selden  Connor,  Portland,  Me 1 885 

S.  W.  Backus,  San  Francisco,  Cal 188() 

Nelson  Cole,  St.  Louis,  Mo 1887 

Moses  H.  Neil,  Columbus,  Ohio 1888 

*A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1889 

tRichard  F.  Tobin,  Massachusetts  [died  Nov.  22,  1800] 1890 

George  H.  Innis,  South  Boston,  Mass.  [elected  April  7,  1891]. .  .1891 

Henry  M.  Duffield,  Detroit,  Mich 1891 

R.  H.  Warfield,  San  Francisco,  Cal 1892 

*Ivan  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  Ind 1893 

*A.  P.  Burchfield,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 1894 


PAST  JUNIOR  VIGE-COMMANI)ER.S-IN-CHIEF. 

Joseph  R.  Hawley,  Hartford,  Conn 18H8-69 

Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa   1870 

J.  Warren  Keifer,  Springfield,  Ohio 1871-72 

Ed.  Ferguson,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1873 

Guy  T.  Gould,  Chicago,  111 1874 

tC.  J.  Buckbee,  New  Haven,  Conn,  [died  189H] 187">-7H 

tWilliam  Earnshaw,  Ohio  [died  July  17,  188r,J 1S77 

tHerbert  E.  Hill,  Massachusetts  [died  April  8,  1892] 1878 

*H.  Dingman,  Washington,  D.  C 1879 

tGeorge  Bowers,  New  Hampshire  [died  Feb.  14,  1884] 1880 

*C.  V.  R.  Pond,  Coldwater,  Mich 1881 

I.  S.  Bangs,  Waterville,  Me 1882 

tW.  H.  Holmes,  California  [died  March  26,  1889] 188:^ 

Ira  E.  Hicks,  New  Britain,  Conn 1884 

John  R.  Ix'wis,  A  tianta,  (ia 188o 

*Edgar  Allan,  Richmond,  Va 188H 

*John  C.  Linehan,  Penacook,  N.  H 1887 

Joseph  Hadfield,  New  York,  N.  Y 1888 

J.  F.  Lovett,  Trenton,  N.  J 1889 

t(ieorge  B.  Creamer,  Maryland  [died  Sept.  16,  1894] 1890 

*T.  S.  Clarkscm,  Omaha,  Neb 1891 

Peter  B.  Ayars,  Wilmington,  Del 1892 

J.  C.  Bigger,  Dallas,  Texas 1893 

*Charle8  H.  Shute,  New  Orleans,  La 1894 

-'  Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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The  figures  within  the  parentheses  ( )  show  the  number  of  each  De- 
partment in  order  of  {>ermanent  organization. 

ALABAMA.    (42*) 

Organized  March  12,  1889.  Number  of  Members  Dec.  31,  189o,     191. 

Commander Geo.  F.  WoUenhaupt,  Cullman. 

Senior  Vice-Commander G.  B.  Randolph,  Anniston. 

Junior  Vice-C^jmmander A.  P.  Stone,  Birmingham. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General E.  D.  Bacon,  Birmingham. 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

*Mar8hall  F.  Hulet  (at  large),  Geo.  F.  Jackson  (at  large), 

Montgomery.  Birmingham. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

*Geo.  H.  Patrick,  Montgomery,  1876.     Wm.  Snyder,  Birmingham,  1892. 

F.  G.  Sheppard,  Birmingham,  '89.       J.  ('lyde  Millar,  Birmingham,  1893. 

W.  H.  Hunter,  Birmingham,  1890.     *C.  W.  Buckley,  Montgomery,  1894. 
tSeymour  Bullock,  1891.  Manoah  Bostick,  Birmingham,  1895. 

A.  B.  Hayes,  Cullman,  1891. 

ARIZONA.    (40.) 

Organized  Jan.  17,  1888.               Number  of  memben*,  Dec.  31,  1895,     271. 
•Commander A.J.  Sampson,   Phcpnix. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Jas.  L.  Burrows,  Williams. 

Junior  Vice-Commander W.  F.  Bradley,  Tombstone. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General   *W.  H.  Ferguson,  Prescott. 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

*J.  M.  Evans  (at  large),  Pha»nix.  Wm.  Christy  (at  large),  Ph(pnix. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

A.  L.  Grow,  Tombstone,  1888.  Douglass  Snyder,  Tucson,  18!»3. 

*A.  J.  Sampson,  Tucson,  1889.  Charles  D.  Belden,  Phoenix,  1894. 

Greorge  F.  Coat«,  Calif.,  1890.  W.  F.  R.  Schindler,  Prescott.   189">. 
Ed.  Schwartz,  Phoenix,  1891-2. 

*  Present. 
tDeceaaed. 
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ARKANSAS.    (3J.) 

Organized  July  11,  1883.  Number  of  members  Dee.  31,  1895,         632. 

■^Commander CM.  Spellman,  Lake  Farm. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Geo.  W.  Clark,  Little  Rock. 

Junior  Vice-Commander J.  H.  Luman,  Ozark. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General S.  K.  Robinson,  Ft.  Smith. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*J.  H.  Hutchinson  (at  large),  Geo.  Ix?nnox  (at  large), 

Stuttgart.  Little  Rock. 

E.  C.  Kinney,  Judsonia.  Chas.  E.  Newman,  Judsonia. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Stephen  Wheeler,  Ft.  Smith,  1883-4.  A.  S.  Fowler,  Little  Rock,  1889-90. 

C.  M.  Barnes,  Guthrie,  Okla,  1885.  W.  IL  H.  Clayton,  Ft.  Smith,  1891. 

Chas.  C.  Waters,  Little  Rock,  1886.  Powell  Clayton,  Eureka  Springs, '92. 

Thomas  Boles,  Ft.  Smith,  1887.  Thomas  H.  Barnes,  Ft.  Smith,  '93-4. 

S.  K.  Robinson,  Ft.  Smith,  1888.  W.  C.  Roberts,  Huutsville,  1895. 

CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA,    (JO.) 
Organized  Feb.  21,  1S68.             Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  189.'),      5,678. 
^"Commander T.  C.  Masteller,  San  Francisco. 

Senior  Vice-Commander L.  Finegan,  San  Jose. 

Junior  Vice-Commander F.  W.  Cushing,  Oakland. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General Geo.  IL  Robinson,  San  Francisco. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*T.  K.  Stateler  (at  large),  San  H.  F.  Baitine  (at  large),  Carson 

Francisco.  City,  Nev. 

Walter  F.  I^wis,  Oakland.  T.  L.  Schuch,  San  Francisco. 

*H.  H.  Richmond,  Auburn.  *(i.  W.  Hanson,  San  Jose. 

*J.  D.  Barnett,  Santa  Rosa.  *George  Stone,  San  Francisco. 

George  Bahcock,  Alameda.  J.  J.  Frank,  San  Francisco. 

N.  P.  Chipman,  Red  Bluff.  *J.  M.  Guinn,  Los  Angeles. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 

W.  IL  Aiken,  Wright's Sta.,  '73-74.  W.  R.  Smedberg,  S.  Francisco,  '86. 

E.  Carlson,  San  Francisco,  1875.  E.  S.  Salomon,  San  Francisco,  1887. 

S.  W.  Backus,  San  Francisco,  '77.  T.  IL  (rood man,  S.  Francisco,  '88. 

tS.  P.   Ford,  1878-9.  (Jeo.  E.  Gard,  San  Francisco,  '89. 

C.  M.  Kinne,  San  Francisco,  '80  1.  A.  J.  Buckles,  Fairfield,  1890. 

W.  A.  Robinson,  Santa  Cruz,  1882.  W.  H.  L.  Barnes,  S.  Francisco,  '91. 

tJames  W.  Staples,  188:^.  J.  B.  Fuller,  S.  Francisco,  1892. 

J.  M.  Davis,  l/os  Angeles,  1884.  E.  C.  Seymour,  S.  F>ancisco,  1893. 

U.  IL  Warlield,  S.  Francisco,  '85.  J.  M.  Walling,  Nevada  City,  1894. 

Charles  E.  Wilson,  San  Francisco,  1895. 

'  Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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COLORADO  AND  VYOMING.    (2U) 

Organized  as  the  Department  of  the  Mountain,  Dec.  11,  1879;  name  changed 
to  Colorado,  July  31,  1882;  name  changed  to  Colorado  and  Wyoming, 
Aug.  28,  1889.     Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     2,093. 

'Commander H.  O.  Dodge,  Boulder. 

iSenior  Vice-Commander W.  P.  Harbottle,  Salida. 

Junior  Vice-Commander J.  H.  Moser,  Denver. 

^Asnistant  Adjutant-General Alonzo  Coan,  Boulder. 

REPRESENTATIVfS.  ALTERNATES. 

C.  A.  Brooks  (at  large).  Golden,  Colo.  N.  A.  Baker,  Denver. 

*8.  D.  Hunt,  Laramie,  Wyo-.  J.  M.  fissington,  Denver. 

*George  H.  Young,  Evans,  Colo.  S.  M.  French,  Monta  Vista. 

*J.  C.  Denny,  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.  C.  W.  Cowell,  Denver. 

J.  D.  Coons,  Nathrop,  Colo. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tAndrew  Taylor,  1875-8.  John  W.  Browning,  Denver,  '87-8. 

*F.  J.  Bancroft,  Denver,  1878-9.  *Thomas  M.  Fisher,  Cheyenne, 
•J.  W.  Donnellan,  Salt  Lake  City,  1888-9. 

1879-80.  *D.  L.  Holden,  Pueblo,  1889-90. 

E.  K.  Stimson,  Denver,  1880-3.  George  W.  Cook,  Denver,  1891-2, 

*B.  L.  Carr,  Longmont,  1883-4.  *John  C.  Kennedy,  Denver,  1891-2. 

*A.  V.  Bohn,  Leadville,  1884-5.  Myron  W.  Reed,  Denver,  1892-3. 

H.  Bowman,  Idaho  Springs,  1885-6.    N.  Rollins,  Leadville,  1894. 

♦George  Ady,  Denver,  1886-7.  N.  J.  O'Brien,  Cheyenne,  1895. 

CONNECTICUT.    (6.) 

Organized  April  11,  1867.              Number  of  membern  Dec.  31,  1895,     6208. 
'Commander <)8car  W.  Cornish,  Waterbury. 

Senior  Vice-Commander A,  W.  Converse,  Windsor  Locks. 

Junior  Vice-Commander C.  S.  Darrow,  New  London. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General J.  H.  Thacher,  Hartford. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

•John  N.Wilsey(  A.  A.  G.),  Hartford.  «Ira  R.  Wildman,  Danbury. 
*Thomas  Boudren,  Bridgeport.  Fred.  Keating,  South  Norwalk. 

Jas.  N.  Coe,  Noroten.  Charles  Porter,  Danielson. 

•George  R.  Bevans,  Danbury.  *Patrick  Barry,  Bristol. 

Charles  Griswold,  Guilford.  Ebenezer  Bishop,  Woodstock. 

Charles  A.  Breckinridge,  Meriden.  *D.  O.  Lombard,  New  Haven. 

^ Henry  Ploncquet,  Plymouth.  *W.  H.  Loomis,  Rockville. 

*  Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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CONNECTICUT— Continued, 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Edward  Harland,  Norwich,  1867.  tWilliam  Berry,  1884. 

tTheodore  G.  Ellis,  1868-9.  Frank  D.  Sloat,  New  Haven,  1885. 

tWm.  n.  Mallory,  1870-1.  John  T.  Crary,  Norwich,  1886. 

L.  A.  Dickinson,  Hartford,  1872-3.  *Henry  E.  Taintor,  Hartford,  1887. 

tC.  J.  Buckbee,  New  Haven,  1874-5.  Samuel  B.  Home,  Winsted,  1888. 

W.  E.  Disbrow,  Bridgeport,  1876-7.  W.  H.  Pierpont,  New  Haven,  1889. 

tFrank  G.  Otis,  1878.  J.  C.  Broatch,  Middletown,  1890. 

tCharles  E.  Fowler,  1878-9.  Henry  N.  Fanton,  Danbury,  1891. 

George  S.  Smith,  Norwich,  1880.  B.  E.  Smith,  Willimantic,  1892. 

Alfred  B.  Beers,  Bridgeport,  1881.  Wilbur  F.  Rogers,  Meriden,  1893. 

Ira  E.  Hicks,  New  Britain,  1882.  Selah  O.  Blakeraan,  Shelton,  1894. 

Isaac  B.  Hyatt,  Meriden,  1883.  John  M.  Brewer,  Hartford,  1895. 

DELAWARE.    (23-) 

Organized  Jan.  14,  1881.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     796. 

*Commander William  B.  Norton,  Wilmington. 

^Senior  Vice-Commander Sylvester  Solomon,  Wilmington. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander A.  A.  Anderson,  Wilmington. 

^Assistant  Adjutant-General W^  S.  Byron,  Wilmington. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*J.  W.  Worrell  (at  large),  *Wm.  Kelly,  Jr.  (at  large). 

Pleasant  Hill.  Wilmington. 

Wm.  H.  Moyston,  Wilmington.  H.  I).  Entriken,  Wilmington. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tWilliam  S.  McNair,  1881.  Peter  B.  Avars,  Wilmington,  1889. 

*J.  Wainwright,  Wilmington,  1882.     *Samuel  Tvcwis,  Wilmington,  1890. 
*Daniel  Ross,  Wilmington,  1883.  A.  J.  Woodman,  Wilmington,  1891. 

*J.  S.  Litzenberg,  Wilmington,  1885.    H\eo.  W.  Stradley,  Bridgeville,  1892. 
tJohn  M.  Dunn,  1886.  *Benj.  D.  Bogia,   Wilmington,  1893. 

♦John  E.  Mowbray,  Dover,  1SS7.  Jos.  E.  Vantine,  Wilmington,  1894. 

*R.  G.  Buckingham,  Pleasant  Hill,'88.*10dwin  F.  Wood,  Wilmington,  1895. 

FLORIDA,    (36.) 

Organized  June  19,  1884.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     557. 

*Commander Tj.  Y.  Jenness,  St.  Petersburg. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Chas.  M.  Ellis,  Jacksonville. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander J.  W.  Bean,  Pomona. 

^Assistant  Adjutant-CJeneral T.  R.  Chapman,  St  Petersburg. 

'•'Present, 
t  DeceaHcd. 
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FLORIDA— ConUnticcU 

REPRESENTATIVES.  AXTERNATES. 

I 

♦Geo.  H.  Packwood  (at  large),  J.  M.  Wilson  (at  large),  Palatka. 

Lonf^wood.      Geo.  P.  Ballough,  DaytowD. 
*S.  A.  Glenn,  Tampa. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

*T.  S.  Wilmarth,  Columbia,  1884-5.      F.  S.  Goodrich,  De  Land,  1890. 
G.  H.  Norton,  Eustis,  1886.  J.  H.  Welsh,  Welshton,  1891. 

E.  W.  Heuck,  Ix)ngwood,  1887.  J.  W.  De  V.  Hazzard,  Eustis,  1892. 

Wm.  James,  Jacksonville,  1888.  Geo.  F.  Foote,  Zellwood,  1893. 

J.  V.  W.  Plummer,  Key  West,  '89.       D.  L.  Way,  Sanford,  1894. 
P.  E.  McMurray,  Jacksonville,  1895. 


GEORGIA.    (4L) 

Organized  Jan.  25,  1880.                 Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     544. 
*G>mmander John  L.  Clem,  Atlanta. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Alfred  Guiton,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Junior  Vice-Commander V.  P.  Dillingham,  Fitzgerald. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-Cieneral James  P.  Averill,  Atlanta. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

W.  M.  Scott  (at  large),  Atlanta.         *AIex.  Mattison  (at  large),  Atlanta. 
I.  H.  Dempy,  Fitzgerald.  *J.  M.  Mallory,  Fitzgerald. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

John  R.  I^wis,  Atlanta,  1889.  T.  F.  Gleason,  Savannah,  189*2-3. 

t David  Porter,  1890.  ^Charles  T.  Watson,  Atlanta,  1894. 

•Albert  E.  Sholes,  Augusta,  1891.  L.  B.  Nelson,  Atlanta,  1895. 

IDAHO*    (39.) 

Organized  Jan.  11,  1888.                  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     343. 
^Commander James  L.  Fuller,  Shoshone. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Lindell  Smith,  Moscow. 

Junior  Vice-Commander E.  N.  Jellum,  Post  Falls. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General John  S.  Hunt,  Hagerman. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

(ieorge  A.  Manning,  Post  Falls.  E.  S.  Whittier,  Pocatello. 

*  Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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IDAHO— ContinticcU 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tWilliam  H.  Nye,  1888. 
A.  S.  Senter,  Blackfoot,  1889. 
W.  T.  RiJey,  Hailey,  1890. 
JudsoD  Spofford,  Boise  City,  1891. 


A.  O.  Ingalls,  Murray,  1892. 
R.  H.  Barton,  Moscow,  1893. 
Thomas  J.  Groome,  Star,  1894. 
D.  H.  Budlong,  Coeurd'Alene,  189o. 


ILLINOIS.    (U) 

Organized  April  1,  1866.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,  26,929. 

♦Commander W.  G.  Cochran,  Sullivan. 

*8enior  Vice-Commander A.  A.  Adair,  Oak  Park. 

Junior  Vice-Commander L.  B.  Church,  Cairo. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General C.  A.  Partridge,  Chicago. 


REPRESENT  ATI  VES. 


ALTERNATES. 


*Jame8  O^Donnell  (atlarge),  Chicago.    W.  R.  Bradley  (at  large),  Chicago. 


*E.  B.  Hamilton,  Quincy. 
*T.  J.  Stahl,  Dixon. 
♦D.  W.  Bunker,  Galesburg. 
*S.  G.  Burdick,  Centralia. 
*C.  B.  Wilson,  Chicago. 
*C.  E.  Vaughan,  Chicago. 
*C.  J.  Sauter,  Chicago. 
*0.  B.  Knight,  Chicago. 
*  Brad  ley  Dean,  Chicago. 
•G.  L.  Meservey,  Chicago. 
*Chaa.  E.  Sinclair,  ('hicago. 
*C.  F.  Gooding,  Irving  Park- 
*J.  R.  West,  Elgin. , 
*Geo.  S.  Roper,  Rock  ford. 

W.  C.  Bennett,  Moline. 
*J.  H.  liobinson.  Walnut. 
*P.  C.  Hayes,  Joliet. 
*(ieo.  F.  Dick,  Bloomington. 
*E.  H.  Dibble,  Peoria. 
*C.  H.  Castle,  Quincy. 
*Geo.  H.  Palmer,  Winchester. 
•John  IJnderfander,  Springtield. 
*W.  H.  Shaflfer,  Edwardsville. 
^W.  B.  Dennis,  Effingham. 

C.  ^\\  Pavey,  Mt.  Vernon. 
^  I^>uis  KrughoflT,  Nashville. 


E.  C.  Lovell,  Elgin. 

C.  B.  Knox,  Rock  Island. 
P.  G.  Galvin,  Pana. 

M.  H.  Hewlett,  Chicago. 

S.  A.  Campbell,  Mattoon. 
*R.  N.  Hopkins,  Chicago. 
*J.  C.  Palmer,  Paris. 

D.  O.  Morrill,  Virden. 
*David  M.  Sapp,  Augusta. 

Joshua  Smith,  Mahomet. 
Jas.  M.  Taylor,  Taylorville. 
A.  Quinton,  Aurora. 
Fred.  Sunkel,  Belleville. 
J.  M.  Vernon,  Chicago. 
N.  H.  Guthrie,  Aledo. 
T.  M.  Eickley,  McLeansboro. 
J.  H.  Crowder,  Bethany. 
A.  P.  Connolly,  Chicago. 
J.  G.  Everest,  Chicago. 
W.  E.  Shedd,  Danville. 
A.  J.  Brachtendorf,  Chicago. 
David  Seniff,  Dixon. 
J.  R.  Herring,  Canton, 
r.  S.  Painter,  Streator. 
R.  B.  i:>tinson,  Anna. 
J.  C.  Bonnell,  Englewood. 


Chan.  ().  Patier,  Cairo. 


'^  Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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ILLINOIS— Contimied* 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tB.  F.  Stephenson,  1866. 

Guy  T.  (lould,  Chicago,  1873. 
1H.'h.  Hilliard,  1874-6-6. 

J.  S.  Reynolds,  Chicago,  1877. 

T.  B.  Coulter,  Aurora,  1878. 

Edgar  D.  Swain,  Chicago,  1879-8(). 
*J.  W.  Burst,  Sycamore,  1881. 
•Thos.  G.  Lawler,  Rockford,  1882. 

S.  A.  Harper,  Peoria,  188.3. 

L.  T.  Dickason,  Chicago,  1884. 

W.  H.  Powell, 


tW.  W.  Berry,  1885. 

tP.  S.  Post,  1886. 

tA.  C.  Sweetser,  1887. 

*  James  A.  Sexton,  Chicago,  1888. 

James  S.  Martin,  Salem,  1889. 
^W.  L.  Distin,  Quincy,  1890. 

Horace  S.  Clark,  Mattoon,  1891. 

Edwin  Harlan,  Marshall,  1892. 
^E.  A.  Blodgett,  Chicago,  1893. 

H.  H.  McDowell,  Ponliac,  1894. 
Belleville,  189.-). 


INDL^NA,    (20.) 

Organized  Nov.  21,  1866.     Reorganized  Oct.  8,  1879. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1S95,     20,952. 

•Commander Henry  M.  Cay  lor,  Noblesville. 

*Senior  Vice-Comman<ler Elmer  Crockett,  South  Bend. 

Junior  Vice-Commander John  E.  Harrison,  Converse. 

^Assistant  Adjutant-General R.  M.  Smock,  Indianapolis. 


REPRiSENTATlVE. 

*WilHam  A.  Ketcham  (at  large), 

Indianapolis. 

Henry  Lamb,  Princeton. 
*Tho8.  B.  Springer,  New  Lebanon. 

John  K.  Fogle,  New  Albany. 
*C.  P.  Richardson,  Madison. 

Thos.  S.  Vawter,  Rexville. 
*Henry  H.  Woods,  Martinsville. 
•James  M.  Barlow,  Plainfield. 
•Uriah  Coulson,  Sullivan. 

Clinton  Hawhe,  Knightstown. 
•Wm.  E.  Shilling,  Indianapolis. 
•C  J.  Kline,  Bluflfton. 
•I.  D.  Bosworth,  Anderson. 
•H.  R  Tinsley,  Crawfordsville. 
•Charles  W.  Scott,  Lebanon. 
•James  H.  Mitchell,  LaFayette. 


ALTERNATE. 

*H.  A.  Hoot  (at  large), 

Michigan  City. 

J.  J.  Graham,  Evansville. 

J.  M.  Jones,  Cataract. 

M.  A.  Watt,  Nabb. 

Joseph  Gill,  Washington. 

Alonzo  Murphy,  Greensburg. 
^.T.  L.  Kessler,  Seymour. 

Charles  W.  Stewart,  Danville. 

Noah  T.  Keasey,  Brazil. 
•Franklin  .1.  Brown,  Kichmond. 

William  B.  Harris,  Indianapolis. 

G.  W.  H.  Kemper,  Muncie. 

A.  I.  Makepeace,  Anderson. 

William  T.  Rogers,  Frankfort. 

S.  La  Tourette,  Covington. 

E.  M.  Burns,  Valparaiso. 


*'Pre8ent. 
t  Deceaied. 
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INDIANA— ContinticcU 

*T.  A.  Muzzall,  Crown  Point.  (ieorge  W.  Steely,  West  I^banon. 

Benj.  F.  Clemens,  North  Manchester.  *  William  F.  Daly,  Peru. 
♦Milton  Garrigus,  Kokomo.  "^H.  C.  Gemmill,  Markle. 

Jas.  N.  McBride,  Waterloo.  Theodore  Geller,  Ft.  Wayne. 

M.  M.  Fisher,  Mishawaka.  *Thos.  J.  Charlton,  Plainfield. 

*A.  H.  Henderson,  Knox.  *D.  L.  Dickinson,  Plymouth. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Roberts.  Foster,  Indianapolis,  1808.  tThomas  W.  Bennett,  1886. 
to.  M.  Wilson,  Arkansas  City,  Kan.,  tira  J.  Chase,  1887. 

1809.  A.  D.  Vanosdol,  Madison,  1888. 

tLewis  Humphrey,  1879.  *C.  M.  Travis,  Crawfordsville,  1889 

tJonathan  B.  Hager,  1880.  (iil.  R.  Stormont,  Princeton,  1890. 

W.  W.  Dudley,  Washington,  D.  C,  »I.  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  1891. 
1881.  Jos.  B.  Cheadle,  Frankfort,  1892. 

J.  R.  Carnahan,  Indianapolis,  1882-88.  Jas.  T.  Johnston,  Rockville,  1893. 

Edwin  Nicar,  South  Bend,  1884.  Albert  O.  Marsh,  Winchester,  1894. 

♦David  N.  Foster,  Ft.  Wayne,  1885.        H.  B.  Shively,  Wabash,  1895. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY.    (450 

Organized  July  3,  1891.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     264. 

Commander Wm.  H.  Harrison,  Checotah. 

Senior  Vice-Commander C.  W.  Meade,  Cale. 

Junior  Vice-Commander K.  M.  J.  Shriver,  Miami. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral A.  L.  Townsend,  Chetocah. 

BEPBESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

R.  M.  Gilmore  (at  large),  Muscogee.     Wm.  Witt  (at  large),  McAlester. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 

Edward  Calkins,  Tulsa,  1891.  J.  H.  Spann,  McAlester,  1893. 

*Robert  W.  Hill,  Muscogee,  1892.  Savelon  Boyles,  Tahlequah,  1894. 

J.  L.  Thomas,  Muscogee,  1895. 


*«  Present. 
Deoetiaed. 
Suspended  by  his  Post. 
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lOVA,     (J90 


Organized  .Sept,  26,  1806.     IU*organized  Jan.  2^,  1S79. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  .'U,  189o, 

♦Commander Josiah  Given,  Des  Moines. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander If.  M.  Day,  Cedar  Rapids. 

*  Junior  Vice-Commander E.  I.  Weiser,  Decorah. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-CJeneral R.  L.  Chase,  Des  Moines. 


16,886. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERNATFX 


W.  W.  Gardner  (at  large).  Rock 

Rapids. 
*J.  S.  Gantz,  Fair6eld. 
•D.  W.  McElroy,  Keokuk. 
♦A.  A.  Cooling,  Wilton. 
*Fitzroy  Sessions,  Cedar  Falls. 
•R.  J.  McQuilkin,  La  Porte. 
*H.  H.  Greene,  Decorah. 
•John  D.  Dooley,  Randalia. 
*L.  I^  Wilson,  Center  Point. 
•A.  R  Barnes,  Albia. 
♦J.  F.  Mardis,  Winterset. 
*G.  L.  Godfrey,  Des  Moines. 
*J.  M.  Lay  ton,  Leon. 
♦A.  McClarrin,  Panora. 
•F.  F.  French,  Humboldt. 
*C.  E.  Rogers,  Boonsboro. 
•Harvey  Wood,  Spirit  Lake. 


R.  J.  Chase  (at  large),  Sioux  City. 

•J.  H.  Keller,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
W.J.  Barranger,  Columbus  Junction. 
Thomas  B.  Allen,  Iowa  City. 
C.  B.  Weston,  Greene. 
A.  R.  Ladd,  Clarion. 
H.  L  Smith,  Mason  City. 
John  Everall,  Elkader. 
E.  J.  Wood,  Anamoosa. 
W.  H.  Cummins,  Brooklyn. 
Henry  Wilson,  Ames. 
E.  B.  Woodruff,  Knoxville. 
George  R.  Taylor,  Shenandoah. 
H.  C.  Ford,  Woodbine. 
P.  A.  Smith,  Scranton. 
S.  E.  Bemis,  Estherville. 
Benj.  H.  Tamplin,  Hull. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


J.  C.  Parrot,  Keokuk,  1874-0. 
A.  A.  Perkins,  Denver,  Col.,  76-7 
H.  E.  Griswold,  Atlantic,  1879. 

•W.  F.  Conrad,  Des  Moines,  1880. 

tOeo.  B.  Hogin,  1882. 

tJohn  B.  Cook,  1883. 

•E.  G.  MUler,  Waterloo,  1884. 

*W.  R.  Manning,  Newton,  1885. 

•W.  A.  McHenry,  Dennison,  1886. 


tJ.  M.  Tuttle,  1887. 
•8.    E.  A.  Consigny,  Avoca,  18vS8. 
*C.  H.  Smith,  Aurora,  111.,  1889. 

M.  P.  Mills,  Cedar  Rapids,  1890. 
•Charles  L.  Davidson,  Hull,  1891. 

J.  J.  Steadman,  Council  Bluffs,  '92. 
*Phil  Schaller,  Sac  City,  1893. 
♦Geo.  A.  Newman,  Cedar  Falls,  1894. 
*J.  K.  P.  Thompson,  Rock  Rapids, '95, 


^^  Present, 
t  Deceaaed. 
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KANSAS.    (22.) 

()rj<anized  Dec.  7,  1866.     Reorganized  March  16, 1880. 

Number  of  membera  Dec.  31,  1895, 

^Commander W.  C.  Whitney,  Topeka. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Ed.  B.  Jones,  Holton. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander D.  S.  Elliott,  Coffey ville. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General J.  Y.  Niles,  Topeka. 


14,891. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*W.  H.  Smith  (at  large),  Marysville. 
♦John  Witts,  Wamego. 

C.  L.  Knapp,  Leavenworth. 

H.  M.  Miller,  lola. 
«0.  E.  Morse,  Mound  City. 
♦J.  W.  Scott,  Independence. 
♦Geo.  W,  McKey,  Howard. 
*W.  B.  Alexander,  Topeka. 
♦D.  W.  Eastman,  Emporia. 
♦W.  T.  Short,  Concordia. 
♦Geo.  S.  Smith,  Delphos. 
♦J.  W.  Meeks,  Lincoln. 
♦S.  R.  Bull,  Alton. 
*J.  Allen  Porter,  Sterling. 
*G.  M.  Moses,  Great  Bend. 


AXTERNATES. 

O.  H.  Coulter  (at  large),  Topeka. 

Wm.  Linn,  Centralia. 
♦J.  T.  Taylor,  Leavenworth. 
*T.  A.  Stanley,  Paola. 

Samuel  Fisher,  Clinton. 

K  N.  Allen,  Chanute. 

John  Cook,  Arkansas  City. 

E.  W.  Hanslip,  Osage  City. 

S.  B.  Bradford,  Carbondale. 

Mason  Miller,  Chico. 

J.  R.  Bowersock,  Belleville. 

C.  M.  Heaton,  Lincoln. 

W.  H.  McBride,  Osborne. 

W.  R  Marshall,  Hutchinson. 

T.  H.  Means,  Andover. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tJohn  A.  Martin,  1867. 

John  C.  Carpenter;  Chanute,  1868. 

John  Guthrie,  Topeka,  1876. 

J.  H.  Gilpatrick,  Leavenworth, 

1877-8. 

J.  C.  Walkinshaw,  Leavenworth, 

1879-1882. 
*T.  J.  Anderson,  Topeka,  1883. 
♦Homer  W.  Pond,  Ft.  Scott,  1884. 

Milton  Stewart,  Wichita,  1885. 


C.  J.  McDivitt,  Abilene,  1886. 
T.  H.  Soward,  Winfield,  1887. 
J.  W.  Feighan,  Emporia,  1888. 
Henry  Beoth,  Lamed,  1889. 
Ira  F.  Collins,  Sabetha,  1890. 
T.  McCarthy,  Lamed,  1891. 
Albert  R.  Greene,  Lecompton,  1892. 
♦Bernard  Kelly,  Topeka,  1893. 
W.  P.  Campbell,  Wichita,  1894. 
John  P.  Harris,  Topeka,  1895. 


KENTUCKY.    (27.) 

Organized  Jan.  16,  1883.              Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     5,240. 
♦Commander Americus  Whedon,  Louisville. 

Senior  Vice-Commander A.  J.  Tharp,  Winston. 

Junior  Vice-Commander H.  G.  Trimble,  Somerset. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General J.  0*Donnell,  Louisville. 

^Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

H.  M.  Buckley  (at  large),  Louisville.  *Clias.  Solar  (at  larflje),  Newport. 

Dan'i  F.  Tracy,  I^)uibville.  John  T.  Gunn,  Lexington. 

*.Juhn  Barr,  Lebanon.  S.  C  Motley,  Scotville. 

'J.  H.  F^wis,  (ireensburg.  C  B.  Owen,  Somerset. 

*R  F.  (ioode,  Owenshoro.  C.  C.  Frishe,  Louisville. 

J.  D.  Forester,  Louisville.  John  Walsh,  Mayfield. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

J.  C.  Mitchie,  Nat'l  Home,  O.,  188.S.    Vincent  Boering,  Ix)ndon,  1889. 
W.  H.  Horton,  Newport,  1884.  -M.  Minton,  I>ouisville,  1890. 

(i.  W.  Northup,  Louisville,   188.").         S.  (i.  Hillis,  Concord,  1891. 
T.  Z.  Morrow,  Somerset,  188().  *E.  H.  Hobson,  Greensbnrg,  1892. 

Wm.  Bowman,  Tolesboro,  1887.  T.  E.  Livezey,  ('ovington,  1898. 

<).  A.  Reynolds,  Covington,  1888.  Dan.  O'Riley,  I>eitchfield,  1894. 

K.  M.  Kelly,  Louisvilk,  1895. 

LOUISL\NA  AND  MISSISSIPPL    (35,) 

Organized  as  Department  of  the  Gulf  May  IT),  1884;  changed  to  Ix)uisiana 
and  Mississippi  June  18,  1888.  Number  of  members  Dec.  "^81,  1895, 
1,2'>4. 

Commander Chas.  W.  Keeting,  New  Orleans. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Thos.  MacVey,  China,  La. 

Junior  Vice-Commander N.  A.  Anderson,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

^Assistant  Adjutant-General E.  IL  Wheeler,  New  Orleans. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

D.  E.  Sweet  (at  large),  Jennings,  La.*Wm.  Rogers  (at  large),  Algiers,  La. 
Mi<aiah  Kelly,  Vicksburg,  Miss.  Clayton  Simms,  New  Orleans. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

William  Roy,  Nogales,  Ariz.,  1884.       A.  S.  Badger,  New  Orleans,  '8G-91. 
J.  W.  Scully,  New  Orleans,  188.").       *C.  H.  Shute,  New  Orleans,  1892-93. 

MAINE.     (9.) 
Organized  Jan.  10,  18(58.  Number  of  members  Dec.  :U,  1895,  8,839. 

*Commauder Lorenzo  D.  Carver,  Rockland. 

Senior  Vice-Commander William  Fennelly,  Bar  Harbor. 

Junior  Vice-Cx>mmander Jas.  J.  Chase,  Chase's  Mills. 

*  Assistant  Adjutant-Cieneral Samuel  L.  Miller,  Waldoboro. 

*Preient. 
3— (J.  A.  R. 
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MAINE— ContinticcU 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 


*A.  8.  Bangs  (at  large),  Augusta. 
'*R.  A.  Carey,  Rockport 
^H.  R.  Sargent,  Portland. 
*Alden  Blossom,  Boothbay  Harbor. 
*E.  M.  Itobinson,  Phillips. 
*A.  E.  Nickerson,  Swanville. 
*E.  C.  Parker,  Bar  Harbor. 
*James  W.  Ambrose,  Sherman. 

H.  M.  Colby,  Rumford. 

C.  S.  Crowell,  Lewiston. 


Frank  E.  Pond  (at  large),  Bath. 

Thomas  Daggett,  Koxcroft. 
*H.  H.  Bowles,  Cherryfield. 
Ul.  R.  Millett,  Ciorham. 

N.  H.  Withee,  Madison. 

F.  O.  Beal,  Bangor. 

1).  W.  Woodbury,  Thomaston. 

J.  F.  Foster,  Bangor. 

M.  A.  Safford,  Kittery. 

C.  H.  Hooper,  Castine. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


Geo.  L.  Beal,  Norway,  1868-9. 

C.  P.  Mattocks,  Portland,  1870-1. 
ID.  White,  1872-3. 

Selden  Connor,  Augusta,  1874-5. 

Nelson  Howard,  Lewiston,  187<». 
tJohn  D.  Myrick,  1877. 

Augustus  C.  Hamlin,  Bangor,  1878. 
tWinsor  B.  Smith,  1879. 

Isaac  S.  Bangs,  Waterville,  1880. 

A.  B.  Farnham,  Bangor,  1882. 

E.  M.  Shaw,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  188.S. 

Benj.  Williams,  Rockland,  1S84. 


tJames  A.  Hall,  1885. 

Samuel  W.  Lane,  Augusta,  18S(). 

Richard  K.  (iatley,  Portland,  18S7. 

Horace  H.  Burbank,  Saco,  1888. 

Franklin  M.  Drew,  Lewiston,  1889. 

John  D.  Anderson,  (iray,  1890. 
^Samuel  L.  Miller,  Waldoboro,  1891. 

Isaac  Dyer,  Skowhegan,  1892. 
^Wainwright  Cushing,  Foxcroft,  '93. 

.John  W.  caiman,  Oakland,  1894. 

William  N.  (irecu,  Portland,  1S«>5. 


MARYLAND.    (Jo,) 

Organized  Jan.  8,  1808.     Reorganized  June  9,  1870. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  189o,     3,2-J9. 
*(>)mmauder A.  S.  Cooper,  Baltimore. 

Senior  Vice-Comniander (Je(».  C.  Irclan,  Haltiniore. 

Junior  Vice-(-ommander Chas.  N.  Emicb,  Bultimoro. 

-Assistant  Adjutant-lieneral Ixnvis  M.  Ziminerm.in,  Baltimore. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERNATES. 


*John  E.  Hough  (at  large),  Baltimore. 
*E.  M.  Stevenson,  Baltimore. 
John  A.  Thompson,  Baltimore. 
'Robt.  H.  Cameron,  Baltimore.  • 


tDeoeaspd. 
'^Pre.-ent. 


*J no.  W.Carter  (at  large),  Baltimore 
James  H.  Downs,  Baltimore. 
lA^vis  Delmartcr,  Hagcrstown. 
(ieo.  W.  Bryant,  Baltimore. 
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MARYLANI>-<:ontinucd, 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  rOMMANJ)ERS. 

t Andrew  W.  Dennison,  1867-8-9.  G.  W.  F.  Vernon,  Baltimore,  1S86. 

E.  Y.  (ioldsborough,  Frederick,  1870.  tlfenry  P.  Underlnll,  1887. 

Etlwin  L.  Danaker,  Baltimore,  1871.  Theo.  F.  Lang,  Baltimore,  1888. 

Adam  E.  King,  Baltimore,  1872.  (J.  F.  Wheeler,  Frederickshnrg, 
tE.  B.  Tyler,  1870-7  8.  Va.,  1889. 

W.  E.  (iriftith,  Cumberland,  1879.  G.  K.  (iraham,  Baltimore,  1890. 

W.  E.  W.  Ross,  Baltimore,  1880-1.  ^J.  ('.  Hill,  Baltimore,  1891. 

Graham  Dukehart,  Baltimore,  1882.       W.  A.  Bartlett,  Wash.,  D.  C,  1892. 

t.John  H.  Suter,  1883.  "Frank  Xolen,  Baltimore,  1893. 

Frank  M.  Smith,  Baltimore,  18S4.  Myron  J.  Rose,  Baltimore,  1894. 

John  W.  Horn,  Cheltenham,  1885.  ♦().  A.  Ilonjer,  Ennneltshurg,  1895. 

MASSACHUSETTS.    (?•) 
Organized  May  7,  1807.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     22,594. 

^Commander Wm.  P.  Derby,  Springliehl. 

Senior  Vice-Commander John  M.  Deane,  Fall  River. 

"Junior  Vice-Commander John  K.  (Jilman,  Roxbury. 

'Assistant  Adjutant-Cieneral .  .Hubert  ().  Moore,  Boston. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

""Henry  J.  Lacy  (at  large),  Fitchburg.  Joseph  E.  Shaw  (at  large),  Lynn. 

*Chad.  S.  Anthony,  Taunton.  *Wm.  H.  Kearney,  New  Ik'dford. 

^Henry  W.  Coye,  Vineyard  Haven.  "^Wm.  L.  Crozier,  Williamstown. 

'.\lfred  J.  Hunt,  (Jreat  Harrington.  ^Mark  B.  Taylor,  Canton. 

"Marcus  (i.  B.  Swift,  Fall  River.  S.  Wells  Hunt,  Sandwich. 

*John  \\\  Young,  Lynn.  *J.  N.  Parker,  New  Bedford. 

John  K.  Norwood,  Lawrence.  ^Chas.  H.  Coburn,  Lowell. 

John  I^ancey,  Marblehead.  *B.  P.  Lewis,  Med  ford. 

^Thomas  E.  Cutter,  Newburyport.  Silas  Newton,  West  Boyle.ston. 

Chas.  D.  Hendrickson,  Orange.  P^hlridge  F.  Small,  Swampscot. 

*\Vm.  H.  Burge,  Westfield.  Chas.  (ioss,  Amesbury. 

El>en  W^.  Pike,  Cambridgeport.  Lyman  S.  Waters,  Millbury. 

*F.  S.  Pevey,  lx)well.  Isaac  Hopkins,  Rockland. 

Wm.  N.  Tyler,  Wakefield.  C.  (\  Doten,  Plymouth. 

*  Augustus  I-,ovejoy,  .\yer.  W^irren  E.  Burpee,  Sterling. 

E.  S.  Fx)cke,  I^xington.  '  All)ert  F.  Rich,  Charlestown. 

Franklin  P.  Harlow,  Whitman.  ^Fred.  L.  Perry,  Springfield. 

(Jeorge  W.  Powers,  Boston.  '^Bailey  Sargent,  Merrimac. 

Franklin  O.  Barnes,  Chelsea.  H.  W.  Taylor,  Everett. 

Burrill  Smith,  Boston.  C.  H.  Lewis,  South  Framingham. 

•Chas,  M.  Smith,  Worcester.  W^m.  F.  Bly,  Easthanipton. 

*Gu8tavu8  B.  Williams,  Milford.  *Benj.  S.  I^)vell,  Weymouth. 

S.  F.  Maynard,  I^eominster.  *Wm.  L.  Ross,  Boston. 

I^  Edwin  Dudley,  Boston.  *  Joseph  Shaw,  Fall  River. 

tDec^^aBcd. 
■  PreBent. 
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MASSACHUSETTS— ContmtjecL 


PAST   DEPARTMBNT   COMMANDERS. 


A.  S.  Cu.shman,  New  Bedford,  '(56-7. 

A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Worcester,  '68. 

Francis  A.  Osborne,  Boston,  1869. 
t James  L.  Bates,  1870. 
tWilliam  Cogswell,  1871. 
tA.  B.  Underwood,  1873. 
♦John  W.  Kimball,  Fitchburg,  '74. 

(ieorge  S.  Merrill,  Lawrence,  '75. 

H.  B.  Sargent,S.  Monica,  Cal.,76-7- 

John  Ct.  B.  Adams,  Lynn,  1879. 
tJohn  A.  Hawes,  1880. 
*George  W.  Creasey,  Chelsea,  1881. 
tCieorge  IL  Patch,  1882. 


G.  S.   Evans,  ('ambridcfeport,  'S."I. 

J.   D.   Billings,  ('anibri<lgep()rl,  'SI. 

J.  W.  Hersey,  Springfield,  ISSf). 
tRichard  F.  Tobin,  1886. 

Charles  1).  Nash,  Whitman,  '87. 

M.  P.  Walker,  Springfield,  '88. 
*G.  L.  Goodale,  Medf(.rd,  1889. 

G.  H.  Innis,  South  lioston,  1890. 
.  A.  A.  Smith,  Colerain,  '91. 

J.  K.  Churchill,  Worcester,  '92. 
♦Eli  W.  Hall,  Lynn,  189:{. 
^Wilfred  A.  Wctherbee,  Newton, '94. 
•Joseph  W.  Thayer,  Chelsea,  1895. 


MICHIGAN.    (J8-) 

Organized  May  6,  1868.     Reorganized  Jan.  22,  1879. 

Number  of  Members  December  lU,  1895,     16,766 

♦Commander William  Shakespeare,  Kalamazoo. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Lucian  W.  Lyon,  Saginaw,  E.  S. 

^Junior  Vice-Commander J.  ().  Bellaire,  Grand  Rapids. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General C.  V.  R.  Pond,  Lansing. 


REPRESENTATIVKS. 

*C.  L.  Brundage  (at  large), 

Muskegon. 
♦Samuel  Smith,  Detroit. 

E.  R.  Starkweather,  Romeo. 
*Ro8Coe  D.  Dix,  Berrien  Springs. 

William  J.  Just,  Ionia. 
♦F.  Schneider,  Lansing. 
♦Ashel  B.  Weston,  North  Branch. 

Robert  Anderson,  Maple  Rapids. 
♦W.  G.  Watson,  Muskegon. 

Oscar  Palmer,  (irayling. 
♦Ren  Barker,  Reed  City. 
♦Ira  Carley,  Menominee. 
*E.  S.  Pease,  Saginaw. 
♦Joseph  Van  Buskirk,  Harrisville. 

O.  Tomlison,  Plainwell. 

Edgar  Weeks,  Mt.  Clemens. 
^Charles  W.  Lake,  Quincy. 
*J.  IL  Stephens,  Battle  Creek. 

tDeceasetl. 
"^'Present. 


ALTKRNATF>!. 

E.  P.  Barnerd  (at  large), 

Menominee. 

Traverse  Phillips,  Hastings. 

J.  J.  Lister,  Trenton. 
-^R.  W.  Allen,  Detroit. 

S.  II.  Wilcox,  Brighton. 
*A.  Wilcox,  Lakeview. 

E.  S.  Jamison,  Marine  City. 

C.  W.  Babcock,  Ponoma. 

J.  H.  (iardner,  Clare. 

James  Van  Cleek,  Bay  City. 
*H.  C.  Green,  Bay  (^ity. 

George  H.  Turner,  Coldwatcr. 

Wilson  Jones,  (Jrand  Rapids. 
-W.  T).  Frost,  Grand  Ra[)ids. 

Victor  B.  Kothiers,  Birch  Run. 

E.  A.  Shattuck,  Litchfield. 
*Henry  Halsted,  Concortl. 
♦A.  M.   Apted,  (irand  Rapid.s. 
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MICHIGAN— ContintjecL 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


Win.  Humphrey,  Adrian,  1868.  L.  G.  Rutherford,  Gr.  Kapids,  1887 

*(:.  V.  R.  Pond,  Lansing,  1878-9.         ^Wash.  Gardner,  Lansing,  1888. 
A.  T.  McReynolds,  Gr.  Rapids,  1880.    Michael  Brown,  Big  Rapids,  1889. 


II.  R.  Pierce,  Gr.  Rapids,  1881-2. 
Oscar  A.  Janes,  Hillsdale,  1888. 
Rush  J.  Shank,  Lansing,  1884. 
i'hsis,  D.  Long,  Detroit,  188."). 
J.  Northwood,  New  f^athrop,  188(3. 


Henry  M.  Duffield,  Detroit,  1890. 
tCharles  L.  Eaton,  1891. 

Henry  S.  Dean,  Ann  Arbor,  1892. 

James  H.  Kidd,  Ionia,  1898. 
♦I^uis  Kanitz,  Muskegon,  1894. 


S.  B.  Dadoll,  St.  Johns,  189'). 


MINNESOTA,    (240 

Organized  Aug.   14,   1867;   reorganized  Aug.   17,  1881.     Number  of  mem- 
bers rVc.  81,  189o,     7,877. 

*C\numander J.  J.  McCardy,  8t.  Paul. 

^Senior  Vice-Commander E.  B.  Wood,  Ix)ng  Prairie. 

'Junior  Vice-Commander D.  J.  Dodge,  Janesville. 

"" Assistant  Adjutant-General J.  K.  Mertz,  St.  Paul. 


REPRE8ENTAT1V  ES. 

*E.  C.  Mason  (at  large),  St.  Paul. 

*\Vashington  Pierce,  Minneapolis. 

*L.  8.  Nelson,  Owatonna. 

*A.  H.  Fowler,  SI  ay  ton. 

*J.  F.  Wyraan,  Northfield. 

*Ja.s.  Mulvey,  Stillwater. 

*C.  H.  Taylor,  Minneapolis. 

*M.  F.  Taylor,  Anoka. 

*Geo.  N.  Laraphere,  Moorhead. 


ALTERNATES. 

David  Secor  (at  large\ 

Winnebago  Cily. 
C.  A.  Ray,  LeRoy. 
Geo.  W.  Nash,  Albert  I^ea. 
E.  Z.  Rasey,  St.  James. 
E.  F.  Barrett,  LeSueur. 
Sam'l  Bloomer,  Stillwater. 
W.  B.  Henry,  Ossio. 
Russell  Wedgwood,  Monticello. 
J.  D.  Ciillispie,  Morris. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


*H.  G.  Hicks,  Minneapolis,  1868. 
*IL  A.  Castle,  St.  Paul,  1872-3-4. 
♦Adam  Marty,  Stillwater,  1881-2. 
♦John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  1883. 
♦E.  C.  Babb,  Minneapolis,  1884. 
*R.  A.  Becker,  St.  Paul,  188.->. 
»\Vm.  Thomas,  Mankato,  1886. 
♦L.  L.  Wheelock,  Owatonna,  1887. 

■^'Present, 
t  Dcoea.^ed. 


♦James  H.  Ege,  Minneapolis,  1888. 
*A.  Barto,  Sauk  Center,  1889. 
*Jas.  Compton,  Fergus  Falls,  1890. 
tCharlesD.  Parker,  1891. 
*L.  M.  Lange,  Marshall,  1892. 
♦J.  Day  Smith,  Minneapolis,  1893. 
♦Sam  R.  Van  Sant,  Winona,  1894. 
*E11  Torrance,  Minneapolis,  1895. 
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MISSOURI.    (25.) 

Organized  iMay  10,  1867.     Reorganized  April  22,  1882. 

Nnmher  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     15,407. 

'^Commander Thos.  B.  Rodgers,  8t.  Ix)nis. 

•Senior  Vice-Connnander Thos.  W.  Evans,  St.  Joseph. 

Junior  Vice-Commander B.  Knoepfel,  Hannibal. 

'Assistant  Adjutant-General John  B.  Pachall,  St.  Louis. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  Al.TERNATES. 

A.  J.  Smith  (at  large),  St.  Ix)ui8.        *A.  E.  Cook  (at  large),  St.  Ix)uis. 

■Adam  Theis,  Hannibal.  *Wm.  Niehans,  St.  I>ouis. 

*A.  W.  St.  John,  Carthage.  Peter  Bobe,  St.  I^ouis. 

^Jere  T.  Dew,  Kansa^s  City.  *Jno.  W.  Toppass,  Chillicothe. 

*\Vm.  Coy,  St.  Joseph.  Jas.  II.  Reading,  Osceola. 

*W.  S.  Bett«,  Moberly.  Ix>ui8  Fischer,  Salem. 

C.  N.  Burnham,  Cameron.  G.  W.  Edwards,  St.  Louis. 

T.  J.  Matthews,  St.  Louis.  *J.  T.  Birdseye,  Nevada. 

*  IL  E.  liobinson,  Marysville.  Geo.  J.  Baer,  Kansas  City. 

A.  IT.  Cashion,  Perrysville.  Horace  B.  Porter,  Foster. 

R.  R.  Scott,  St.  Ix)uis.  •(ieo.  Hall,  Trenton. 

*T.  H.  Hagerty,  St.  Louis.  W.  A.  Heinemann,  St.  Louis. 

%J.  W.  Eldridge,  Springfield.  Wm.  Roney,  Kidder. 

^Ivouis  Burkhardt,  Mil  ford.  M.  G.  Netherton,  Bancroft. 

*Henry  F.  (ilahn,  Clarence.  Chas.  Birrge,  Macon. 

"C.  W.  Corkran,  Novelty.  I.  B.  Morgan,  Cuba. 

*Jno.  C.  Binsiek,  St.  Louis.  Ia  T.  Robinson,  Union ville. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

\V.  Warner,  Kansas  (Uly,  1882-3.  *I.eo  Rassieur,  St.  I»uis,  181)0. 

\V.  F.diamberlain,  Hannibal,  1881.  (i.  W.  Martin,  Brookfield,  1891. 

Nelson  Cole,  St.  Louis,  1885-6.  *C.  W.  Whitehead,  Kansas  City,  '92. 

tE.  E.  Kimball,  1887.  C.  (J.  Burton,  Nevada,  189.3. 

Hiram  Smith,  Jr.,  Cameron,  1888.  *Louis  (irund,  St.  T^ouis,  1894. 

J.  E.  Phelps,  Springfield,  1889.  Louis  Beneke,  Brunswick,  1895. 

MONTANA.    (37.) 

Organized  March  10,  1885.             Number  of  members  Dec.  .31,  1895,     473. 
^Commander lA'Ster  S.  Willson,  Bozeman. 

Senior  Vice-Commaiuler F.  (ieorge  Heldt,  (ireat  Falls. 

Junior  Vice-Commander Lyman  Loring,  Kalispel. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-! ieneral  Benjamin  F.  Osborne,  Bozeman. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Thaddeus  C.  Davidson,  Anaconda.       W.  H.  H.  Dickinson,  Missoula. 
(  harles  H,  Miller,  Helena.  .James  B.  Loomis.  Helena. 

•"Present. 
tl)eoease«l. 
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MONTANA— Continued 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


Thos.  P.  Fuller,  Helena,  1885. 
Charles  S.  Warren,  Butte,  1886. 
K.  C.  Waters,  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  '87. 
^Junius  G.  Sanders,  Helena,  1888. 
J.  E.  Calloway,  Virginia  City,  '89. 


Ed.  F.  Farris,  Bozeman,  1890. 
Harry  C.  Kessler,  Butt«,  1891. 
John  L.  Sloan^  Missoula,  1892. 
J.  O.  Gregg,  Great  Falls,  1893. 
P.  R.  Dolman,  Butte,  1894. 


R.  E.  Fisk,  Helena,  1895. 


NEBRASKA.    (J7.) 

Organized  June  11,  1877.  Number  of  members,  Dec.  31,  1895,     7,588. 

"*  ( 'ommander J.  H.  Culver,  Milford. 

*Senior  Vice-Coraraander J.  A.  Eahardt,  Stanton. 

Junior  Vice-Commander T.  J.  Majors,  Peru. 

*  Assistant  Adjutant-CJeneral Jas.  D.  Gage,  Lincoln. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*J.  B.  Strodt  (at  large),  Lincoln.  J.  H.  Kyner  (at  large). 

H.  O.  Paine,  Ainsworth.  J.  B.  Ferguson,  Lincoln. 

*E.  E.  Lyle,  Wahoo.  J.  J.  Buchanan,  Hastings. 

*M.  L.  Hayward,  Nebraska  City.  L.  C.  Pace,  Lincoln. 

•J.  E.  Evans,  North  Platte.  C.  H.  Horth,  Sheltou. 

Willis  Gassard,  Indianola.  H.  W\  Kennard,  Stromsburg. 

Hi,  W.  Knight,  Red  Cloud.  'C.  J.  Norton,  Norfolk. 

*C.  A.  Warner.  Geneva.  *C.  Vj.  Burmester,  Omaha. 

n.  F.  Smith,  Juniata.  *E.  L.  Healy,  Milford. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Paul  Von  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  1878.  W.  C.  Henry,  Fairmont,  1888. 

tP.  H.  Wilbir,  1878.  S.  H.  Morrison,  Nebraska  City,  '89. 

tJames  W.  Savage,  1879-80.  T.  S.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  1890. 

*S.  J.  Alexander,  Lincoln,  1881-2.  *Joseph  Teeter,  Lincoln,  1891. 

H.  E.  Palmer,  Omaha,  1884.  *C.  J.  Dilworth,  Hastings,  1892. 

*A.  V.  Cole.  Juniata,  1885.  tA.  H.  Church,  1893. 

John  M.  Thayer,  Lincoln,  1886.  Church  Howe,  Howe,  1894. 

*H.  C.  Russell,  Schuyler,  1887.  *C.  E.  Adams,  Superior,  1895. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE*    (12.) 

Organized  July  30,  18()8.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1S!)5,     4,560. 

^Commander Lewis  W.  Aldrich,  E.  Westmoreland. 

"Senior  Vicc-Coraniander .James  Minot,  Concord. 

Junior  Vice-Commander Albert  S.  Twitchell,  Gorham. 

*  Assistant  Adjutant-CJeneral E.  A.  Badger,  Concord. 

tDeceftsed. 
^Present. 
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THIRTIETH   NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENT 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— Continued 


KEPBESENTATIVES. 

*D.  Arthur  Brown  (at  large), 

Penacook. 
*Alan8on  C.  Haines,  Newmarket. 
*Van  B.  Glazier,  Lisbon. 
*Wm.  H.  Perry,  Newport. 
♦Albert  W.  f^ighton,  C-enterville. 
♦Charles  G.  Hastings,  Manchester. 


ALTERNATES. 

Wm.  H.  Raymond  (at  large), 

Penacook. 
W.  W.  Darrell,  Newmarket. 
James  A.  Bailey,  Lisbon. 
John  B.  Cooper,  Newport. 
Frank  K.  llobbs,  Ossipee, 
Austin  Goings,  Manchester. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  (X)MMANDERS. 


Matthew  T.  Betton,  Portsmouth,  '67. 
tWilliam  R.  Patten,  1868. 

D.J.Vaughan,  Cambridge, Ma,ss., '69. 

Jas.  E.  Larkin,  Everett,  Mass.,  70. 

Aug.  H.  Bixby,  Francestown,  71. 

W.  H.  Trickey,  Danvers,  Mass.,  72. 
tTimothy  W.  Challis,  1873-4. 

Alvin  S.  Eaton,  Nashua,  1875. 

C.  J.  Richards,  Chicago,  111.,  76-7-^ 
tGeorge  Bowers,  1879-80. 

Martin  A.  Haynes,  Lakeport,  'Si -2. 


John  C.   Linehan,  Penacook,  '8.H-4. 

Marcus  M.  Collis,  Portsmouth,  '80. 
tGeorge  Farr,  1886. 

Otis  a  Wyatt,  Tillon,  1887. 
tA.  B.  Thompson,  1888. 

J.  F.  Grimes,  Hillsboro  Bridge,  '89. 
*T.  Cogswell,  Concord,  1890. 

Everett  B.  Huse,  Enfield,  1891. 
.   Daniel  Hall,  Dover,  1892. 

Frank  (J.  Noyes,  Nashua,  1893. 

David  R.  Pierce,  Somersworth,  '91. 


Charles  E.  Buzzell,  Lakeport,  1H95. 


NEW  JERSEY*    (8.) 

Organized  Dec.  10,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1894,  6,tM*l. 

♦Commander Ernest  C.  Stahl,  Trenton. 

Senior  Vice-Commander (ieorge  E.  Martin,  Camden. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Samuel  (r.  Cayter,  Orange. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General Edward  P.  Sf)uthwick,  Trenton. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

♦C.  S.  Magrath  (at  large),  ('amden. 
♦William  J.  Buckley,  Paterson. 
♦Louis  S.  Wendel,  Newark. 
♦Abraham  Ix>wer,  Point  Pleasant. 
William  F.  Miller,  Asbury  Park. 
♦C.  F.  Tilden,  Jersey  City. 
♦William  H.  Black,  Jersey  ( 'ity. 
♦Joseph  Coyler,  Jr.,  Newark. 


ALTERNATFi^. 

H.  C.  Keenan  (at  large),  Jersey  City. 
Charles  H.  Andrus,  Metuchen. 
Edwin  Marsh,  Elizabeth. 
Samuel  B.  Foster,  Trenton. 
*S.  M.  Long,  Orange. 
H.  1).  Brower,  Milhurn. 
August  Theiry,  Jersey  City. 


t  Deceased. 
•"'Present. 
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NEW  JERSEY— Continued 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


IE.  Jardine,  1868. 

Wm.  Ward,  Newark,  1869-70. 
tRichard  H.  Lee,  1871-2. 

J.  R.  Cioble,  1873. 

('.  Burrows,  Rutherford,  1874-5. 

E.  W.  Davis,  Newark,  1876. 
tJohn  Mueller,  1877-8. 

Samuel  Hufty,  Camden,  1879. 
tG.  W.  Gile,  1880. 
*G.  H.  Houghton,  Metuchen,  1881. 
tE.  L.  Campbell,  1882. 


Geo.  B.  Fielder,  Jersey  City,  1883. 
*H.  M.  NeviuB,  Red  Bank,  1884-5. 

F.  O.  Cole,  Jersey  City,  1886. 
tJohn  L.  Wheeler,  1887. 

E.  Burd  Grubb,  E<lgewater  Pk,  \S8. 

W.  B.  E.  Miller,  Camden,  1889. 

A.  M.  Matthews,  Orange,  1890. 
♦J.  R.  MuUiken,  Newark,  1891. 

R.  A.  Donnelly,  Trenton,  1892. 

H.  L.  Hartshorn,  Camden,  1893. 

John  Shields,  Flemington,  1894. 


Henry  S.  White,  Red  Bank,  1895. 


NEW  MEXICO*    (320 

Organized  July  14,  ISS.i.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     208. 

Commander , John  C.   Bromageni,   E.  Las  Vegas. 

Seni«)r  Vice-Commander T.  B.  Thompson,  Raton. 

Junior  Vice-Commander Edward  Miller,  Santa  Fe. 

*  Assistant  Adjutant-General Eli  Caldwell,  Las  Vegas. 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

*Hiram  Crampton  (at  large),  C.  W.  Rickard  (at  large),  Raton. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT   a)MM ANDERS. 

tH.  M.  Atkinson,  1883.  I^  H.  Rudisille,  White  Oaks,  1889. 

tE.  W.  Wynkoop,  IH84.  A.  M.  Whitcomb,  Albuquerque,  '90. 

E.  S.  Stover,  Albuquerque,  1>KS6.  S.  W.  Dorsey,  Denver,  Col.,  1892. 

•Francis  Downs,  Santa  Fe,  1887.  W.  IL  Whitman,  Albuquerque,  '93. 

John  Y.  Hewitt,  White  Oaks,  1888.  (Jeo.  W.   Knaebel,  Santa  Fe,  1894. 

tJohn  W.  Mills,  1889.  Thos.  W.  Collier,  Raton,  1895. 


NEWYORIC    (5.) 

Organized  April  3,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1S95,     37,629. 

•Commander .James  S.  Graham,  Rochester. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Frederick  Cossum,  Auburn. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander .John  S.  Koster,  Port  Leyden. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-CJeneral P.  J.  O'Conner,  Albany. 

tDeceaj<e<1. 
""Present. 
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THIRTIETH   NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENT 


NEW  YORK— Continiicd. 


REPRESENT  ATIV  E8. 

*Richard  W.  Meade  (at  large), 

Germantown,  Pa. 
•M.  H.  Whalen,  New  York  City. 
*GiU)ert  Adams,  New  York  City. 
♦Nicholas  W.  Day,  New  York  Cily. 
*(reo.  Askew,  Haverstraw. 
*John  Monroe,  New  York  City. 
♦Andrew  Dodds,  New  York  City. 

Jos.  B.  I»rd,  New  York  City. 
♦Wm.  H.  Voght,  New  York  City. 
♦Chas.  S.  Thorp,  New  Y'ork  City. 
♦Francis  J.  Werneck,  New  York  City. 

David  S.  Brown,  New  York  City. 

Albert  J.  Adams,  New  York  City. 

W.  W.  Worden,  Saratoga  Springs. 
♦Thomas  H.  Dwyer,  Albany. 

David  W.  Ix^e,  Brooklyn. 
♦C.  H.  Bronson,  Hammondsport. 
♦David  Strothers,  Port  Richmond. 

E.  A.  Dubey,  Brooklyn. 
*l8aac  G.  Manning,  Poughkeepsie. 
♦J.  W.  Wickes,  Syracuse. 
♦George  A.  Price,  Brooklyn. 

Seymour  Dexter,  Eimira. 
♦Kd.  N.  Sentell,  Sodus. 

W.  Rammage,  Auburn. 
♦Geo.  O.  Meade,  Walton. 
*W.  J.  Kent,  New  York  City. 
♦W.  W.  Ryder,  Sing  Sing. 

Ed.  Kennealy,  Rochester. 

Phillip  W.  Yung,  New  York  City. 
♦C.  D.  R.  Stowitz,  Buffalo. 

L.  E.  Griffith,  Troy. 

Geo.  M.  Brink,  Kingston. 
♦L.  L.  Bobbins,  Nyack. 
♦Chas.  A.  Shaw,  Brooklyn. 

John  Conway,  Jamestown. 
♦James  D.  Bell,  Brooklyn. 
♦Matt  H.  Ellis,  Yonkers. 
♦Edward  J.  Mitchell,  Yonkers. 


ALTERNATES. 

John  Kohler  (at  large), 

Utica. 
♦R.  R.  Stillwell,  Port  Byron. 
♦Henry  J.  Knapp,  Fayetteville. 
*Henry  S.  Redman,  Allentown. 
*J.  R.  Chamberlain,  Rochester. 
*M.  J.  Cummings,  Brooklyn. 
*D.  F.  Allen,  Albany. 
*John  Conlin,  Yonkers. 
"John  (ledney,  White  Plains. 
■•Andrew  Shaw,  Albajiy. 
'^John  Campbell,  New  York. 
♦Alfred  Lyth,  Buffalo. 

H.  G.  Tulhill,  Corning. 

W.  J.  Barry,  New  York  City. 

FA.  A.  Kennedy,  Brooklyn. 

S.  B.  Dunton,  Penn  Yan. 

Price  W.  Bailey,  Seneca  Falls. 

W.  B.  Stoddard,  Norwich. 

W.  S.  Jay,  Binghamton. 

J  as.  E.  Alney,  Dundee. 

(leo.  Chappelle,  New  York  City. 

Ed.   P.   Daugherty,  New  York  Cily. 

H.  C.  Loesh,  New  York  City. 

John  Smidhing,  New  York  Cily. 

Wm.  Lamphcre,  West  Troy. 

H.  L.  Moore,  Way  land. 

Jas.  H,  (iraham,  Ogdensburg. 

J.  K.  ITood,  Delhi. 

E.  B.  Black,  Whitney's  Point. 

H.  C.  Duryea,  Goshen. 
*Joseph  H.  Barker,  New  York  City. 

A.  E.  Stacey,  El  bridge. 

Wm.  Clancy,  New  Y''ork  Cily. 

A.  P.  Smith,  Cortlnnd. 

A.  M.  Boyd,  Wellsville. 

Thos.  C.  Hodgson,  Rochester. 
*J.  A.  P.  Walters,  Rochester. 

C.  E.  Hawkins,  Antwerp. 


■'Prej»eiit. 
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NEW  YORK-<:ontmiicd. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

t James  B.  McKean,  lH()()-7.  J.  A.  Reynolds,  Rochester,  188.S. 

•D.  E.  Sickles,  New  York,  1868-9.       *Ira  M.  Hedges,  Haverstraw,  1884. 

J.  C.  Robinson,  Bingbampton,  1870.    Jos.  I.  Sales,  Rome,  1886. 
tHenry  A.  Barnum,  1871-2.  G.  H.  Treadwell,  Albany,  1887. 

Stephen  P.  Corliss,  Albany,  1873.         N.  M.  Curtis,  Ogdensburg,  1888. 
*John  Palmer;  Albany,  1874-5.  Harrison  Clark,  Albany,  1889. 

*J.  Tanner,  Washing.,  D.  C,  1876-7.  tFloyd  Clarkson,  1890. 

W.  F.  Rogers,  S  &  S  Home,  Bath,'78.*Chas.  H.  Freeman,  Cbrning,  1891. 
t James  McQuade,  1879.  T.  L.  Poole,  Syracuse,  1892. 

L.  Coe  Young,  Binghamton,  1880.      *Jos.  P.  Cleary,  Rochester,  1893. 
tAbraham  Merritt,  1881.  *Jobn  C.  Shotts,  Yonkers,  1894. 

James  S.  Traver,  New  York,  1882.  *E.  J.  Atkinson,  New  York,  1895. 

NORTH  DAKOTA*    (430 

Organized  April  23,  1890.  Number  of  members  I>ec.  31,     563. 

*Commander Wm.  H.  Brown,  Grand  Forks. 

'Senior  Vice-Commander L.  O.  Elliott,  Hillsboro. 

♦Junior  Vice-CVjmmander B.  H.  Webster,  Pembina. 

*  Assistant  Adjutant-General Wm.  Ackerman,  (trand  Forks. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*E.  G.  Baldwin  (at  large),  Oakes.         *R.  Weagant  (at  large),  Cirand  Forks. 
J.  W.  Carroll,  Fargo.  A.  L.  Roberts,  Wahpeton. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

•Harriscm  Allen,  Fargo,  1889.  *S.  G.  Robberts,  Fargo,  1892. 

*G.  B.  Winship,  Grand  Forks,  1890.    *John  D.  Black,  Valley  City,  1893. 
♦VV.  A.  Bentley,  Bismark,  1891.  *Jji8.  M.  O'Neale,  Grand  Forks,  1894. 

*A.  P.  IU)unsevell,  Larimore,  1895. 


OHIO-    (40 

Organized  Jan.  30,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     35,858. 

*(  ommander E.  L.  Lybarger,  Warsaw. 

*Senior  Vice-Comman<ler Harry  McLaren,  W^ooster. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander Henry  H.  Dunham,  Lebanon. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General  E.  Z.  Hays,  Warsaw. 

'IVegent. 
tl>eccased. 
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THIRTIETH   NATIONAL   ENCAftlPMENT 


OHIO— CoQtinucd 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*D.  M.  Burchfield  (at  large),  Athens. 
♦Max  Silberburg,  Cincinnati. 
*E.  R.  Monfort,  Cincinnati. 

T.  W.  Connelly,  Manchester. 
♦J.  W.  Myers,  Hamilton. 
•Geo.  W.  Barrere,  Hillsboro. 
*Saniuel  Llewellyn,  Coalton. 
♦J.  R.  Safford,  Gallipolis. 
♦Charles  II.  Newton,  Marietta. 
*Rufus  Putnam,  Chillicothe. 
*M.  Worthington,  Plain  City. 

Jno.  N.  Byron.  Nat.  Military  Home. 

Frank  McWhinney,  Greenville. 
*J.  Cory  WinanH,  Troy. 
•D.  M.  Robbins,  Vienna  Cross  Roads. 
*R.  C.  AUbrittain,  Columbus. 
*A.  H.  Watts,  Zanesville. 
^Chandler  W.  Carroll,  St.  Clairsville. 

E.  O.  Hunt,  Uhrichsville. 
*John  H.  McCune,  Newark. 
*S.  C.  Parker,  Mansfield. 

Uriah  Cahill,  Richwood. 

D.  E.  Hale,  Upper  Sandusky. 
*Jo8.  Taylor,  Uniopolis. 
*D.  D.  Rhodes,  Paulding. 
♦Frank  Rogers,  Dunbridge. 
♦J.  A.  Stipp,  Toledo. 
♦David  Alcott,  Fostoria. 

Thomas  B.  Tucker,  Sandusky. 
John  Blanchard,  Elyria. 
•^J.  W.  Hostetter,  Orrville. 
♦George  W.  Wilhelm,  Justus. 
♦E.  L.  Patterson,  Berea. 
♦T.  R.  Mason,  Ravenna. 
♦Thomas  Cox,  Willoughby. 

J.  A.  Wilson,  Braceville. 
*F.  J.  Kaiser,  Youngstown. 


ALTERNATES. 

Jas.  H.  Emery  (at  large),  Toledo. 

W.  W.  Snodgrass,  Kenton. 

J.  H.  Alexander,  Piqua. 
♦W.  L.  Phillips,  Marengo. 

William  Ruddick,  Steubenville. 

Benjamin  F.  Morris,  Bangs. 
*Thomas  M.  Sewell,  New  Athens. 

J.  P.  Dysert,  Kockford. 

Alex.  Mc(iraw,  East  Liverpool. 

M.  F.  Doty,  Marysville. 

Zachariah  Emery,  Rows. 

Alex.  Gibl)s,  Brunswick. 

Jas.  B.  Chaffee,  Norwalk. 
♦John  Crawfis,  I^ipsic. 

Jacob  Adams,  Defiance. 

J.  W.  Smith,  West  Millgrove. 

W.  S.  Miller,  Elmore. 

Henry  Grabach,  Clyde. 

J.  MacBurney,  Georgetown. 
♦Robert  Cromer,  Cincinnati. 
*John  T.  Raper,  Chillicothe. 
♦A.  S.  Say  res.  Marietta. 

Gecrge  Will  Schachleiter,  I  ronton. 

J.  B.  Allen,  Athens. 
♦D.  A.  Herrick,  Cincinnati. 

Stewart  Harris,  Cambridj^c. 

Henry  llishburger,  Dayton. 
♦Jas.  K.  Cheatham,  Urbana. 

N.  T.  Seibel,  Westerville. 
.Jos.  Foster,  Omega. 

O.  H.  Rogers,  Springboro. 

F.  E.  Jones,  Ashtabula. 

J.  L.  Smith,  Warren. 

S.  W.  Seachrist,  Alliance. 

J.  W.  Hedges,  Xenia. 

(i.  A.  Hubbard,  Bcrca. 

V.  N.  Case,  Hudson. 


'^Preient, 
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OHIO— Ccmtmucd 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

if  J.  F.  Potts,  186(>.  *Cha8.  T.  Clark,  Columbus,  1882-8:i. 

IThoinas  L.  Youiik,  18C7.  *H.  P.  Loyd,  Cincinnati,  1884. 

.J.  W.  Kelfer,  Springfield,  '08-9-70.  *R.  B.  Brown,  Zanesville,  1885. 
tWilliara  C.  Bunts,  1871-72.  Arthur  L.  Conger,  Akron,  1886. 

(i.  M.  Barber,  Cleveland,  187:^74.  tD.  C.  Putnam,  1887. 

^Mvin  C.  Voris,  Akron,  1875.  *Ja8.  W.  0*Neil,  Lebanon,  1888. 
nVilliam  Earnnhaw,  1876-77.  S.  H.  Hurst,  Chillicothe,  1889. 

tNuthan  L.  Guthrie,  1878.  P.  H.  Dowling,  Toledo,  1890. 

t.Joseph  II.  Seymour,  1878.  A.  M.  Warner,  Cincinnati,  1891. 

+J:ime8  H.  Steedman,  1879.  ^Isaac  F.  Mack,  Sandusky,  1892. 

David  W.  Thomas,  Akron,  1880.  L.  H.  Williams,  Ripley,  1893. 

Jc^hn  S,  Kouniz,  Toledo,  1881.  E.  E.  Nutt,  Sidney,  1894. 

*Chas.  Townsend,  Athens,  1895. 

OKLAHOMA.    (440  . 

Organized  Aug.  27,  1890.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,  954. 

Commander W.  H.  Cater,  Nesbitt. 

Senior  Vice-Commander L  T.  Shockey,  Perry. 

Junior  Vice-(/ommander S.  B.  Galloway,  Augusta. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General J.  E.  Burnes,  Kingfisher. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

Kev.  Job  Ingram,  Kingfisher.  O.  Wedge,  Hennessy. 

*1I.  B.  Bun«h,  Elreno.  L.  B.  Eastman,  Stillwater. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

C.  M.  Barnes,  (luthrie,  1890-1.  Thos.  H.  Seward,  Perry,  1893-4. 
Hi.  A.  ColKm,  1891-2.                              J.  P.  Cummins,  Kingfisher,  1894. 

D.  F.  Wyatt,  Topeka,  Kas.,  1892-.S.  »H.  G.  Tros|)er,  Oklahoma  City,  '95. 

OREGON.    (26.) 
Organized  Sept.  28,  1882.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,      2,004 

Commander D.  C.  Sherman,  Salem. 

Senior  Vice-Commander J.  L.  Stockton,  Independence. 

Junior  Vice-Commander J.  W.  Maxwell,  Tillamook. 

Assistant  Adjutant-Cieneral W.  N.  Morse,  Portland. 

KEPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

J.  A.  Burlingame  (at  large),  Eugene.   T.  C.  Smith  (at  large),  Salem. 
II.  S.  Allen,  Portland.  Henry  A.  Barden,  Portland. 

A.  B.  Cady,  Beaverton.  R.  H.  Miller,  Woodburn. 

1  Deceased. 
"Present. 
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THIRTIETH  NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENT 


OREGON— Continued 


PAST   DEPART>rENT  COMMANDERS. 


G.  E.  Cankin,  Portland,  1883. 
tF.  J.  Babcock,  1884. 
F.  n.  Lamb,  Portland,  '80-6. 
M.  L.  Olmsted,  Baker  City,  1887. 
A.  E.  Borthwick,  Portland,  1888. 
E.  B.  MeEhoy,  Salem,  1889. 


tJ.  A.  Varney,  1890. 
Owen  Summers,  Portland,  1891. 
H.  H.  Nortbup,  Portland,  1892. 
J.  C.  Cooper,  McMinnville,  1893. 
S.  B.  Ormsby,  Argenti,  1894. 
Ethan  W.  Allen,  Portland,  1895. 


PENNSYLVANIA,    (30 

Organized  Jan.  16,  1867.  Number  of  members,  De(\  31,  1895,     30,809. 

♦Commander Alfred  Darte,  Wilkesbarre. 

*Senior  Viee-Comniander W.   H.  II.  Mackey,  Chambersburg. 

♦Junior  Viee-Commander Frank  H.  Button,  Corry. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral J.  F.  Morrison,  Philadelphia. 

REPRESENTATIVES. 


A.  C.  Koger  (at  large), 

Mechaniesburg. 
*Geo.  S.  Shattuck,  Meadville. 
♦Robert  C.  Clark,  "eranton. 
♦Jas.  D.  Walker,  Pittsburg. 
♦Edwin  Walton,  Philadelphia. 
♦Robert  M.  Green.  Philadelphia. 
♦W.  M.  Eisenhower,  Reading. 

Samuel  P.  Town,  Philadelphia. 
*D.  C.  Kendig,  Erie. 
*D.  W.  Miller,  Ix^banon. 

Jas.  McCormick,  Philadelphia. 

Chas.  Miller,  Franklin. 
*Emil  Poerstel,  Pittsburg. 
*Daniel  Donne,  Pottsville. 

Amos  K.  Christ,  Columbia. 

J.  D.  Hicks,  Altoona. 

Rich*d  Baumgardner,  Philadelphia. 
♦W.  IL  Bricker,  Beaver  Falls. 
♦Jos.  T.  Evans,  Pittsburg. 
♦J.  H.  Druckemiller,  Ivehighton. 

L.  R.  Keefer,  ('ressuna. 
♦John  Lee,  Pittsburg, 
♦(ieo.  W.  Robinstm,  Tionesta. 

O.  M.  Head,  Pittsburg. 


ALTERNATES. 

*0.  A.  Parsons  (at  large), 

Wilkesbarre. 

John  M.  Hughes,  Williamstown. 
*Aug.  W.  Mennig,  Allentown. 
♦S.  L.  Coover,  Verona. 

Andrew  Lee,  Hazel  ton. 

Jno.  Fisher,  White  Haven. 

J  no.  Eckels,  ('hambersburg. 
*Louis  Dittrieh,  Pittsburg. 
^J.  Banks  Hunter,  I^echburg. 
*R.  N.  Spohn,  Fitt«burg. 
*E.  F.  Harris,  Philadelphia. 

B.  M.  Hughes,  Shickshinny. 

V.  S.  Barker,  Ebensburg. 

Nathan  W^ilson,  Downington. 
♦John  Kirk,  New  Cumberland. 

J.  W.  Pringle,  South  Fork. 

W.  H.  Ritter,  Butler. 
♦J.  J.  Reese,  Harrisburg. 

Levi  Oberton,  Philadelphia. 

Isaac  B.  Brown,  Corry. 

P.  L.  Sprechcr,  Lancaster. 

Geo.  W.  Reeder,  Allentown. 

Jas.  H.  Peters,  Latrobe. 

W.  I.  Re i singer,  York. 


theeeased. 
Present. 
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PENNSYLVANIA -ContintiecL 


*Byron  O.  Camp,  Montrose. 
*\Vin.  Stiles,  Philadelphia. 

I).  A.  Kline,  Plymouth. 

T.  I).  Cunningham^  Blairsville. 
*Jo8.  Fisher,  Pittsburg. 
•Isaac  ('.  Booth,  Philadelphia. 
*All>ort  (lienn,  Sandy  Lake. 
*<)wen  Jones,  Philadelphia. 
*J.  B.  Brown,  Duke  Centre. 
*J.  A.  Clifton,  Tarentum. 
*Jas.  II.  Minds,  Iloutzdale. 
*Henry  C.  Sayers,  Waynesburg. 

W.  li.  Rfxlgers,  Mifllintown. 

(ieo.  A.  (iuernsey,  Canton. 


E.  F.  Luckenbach,  Mauch  Chunk. 

II.  C.  Demming,  Ilarrisburg. 

Ezra  II.  Ripple,  Scranton. 

.R.  J.  Sheafler,  Ilarrisburg. 

(ieo.  F.  Abbott,  Port  Carbon. 

A.  S.  Schropp,  Bethlehem. 
^St.  Clair  A.  Mulholland, 

Philadelphia. 
^W.  J.  Patterson,  Pittsburg. 
*J.  A.  Farm  an,  Allegheny  City. 
^  J.  Henry  Ilolcomb,  Philadelphia. 


PA.«T  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  18G7. 

A.  L.  Pearson,  Pittsburg,  1868. 

().  C.  Bosbyshell,  Philadelphia,  W. 
»R.  B.  Beath,  Philadelphia,  1873. 
+A.  Wilson  Norris,  1874. 

W.  W.  Tyson,  Erie,  187."). 
•James  W.  Latta,  Philadelphia,  7(>. 

S.  Irvin  Givin,  Philadelphia,  1877. 
•Charles  T.  Hull,  Athens,  1878. 
•(i.  L.  Brown,  Minersville,  1879. 
♦C.  W.  Hazzard,  Monongahela,  '80. 
tJohn  Taylor,  1881. 

J.  M.  Vanderslice,  Phila.,  1882. 


E.  S.  Osborne,  Wilkesbarre,  1883. 

F.  H.  Dyer,  Detroit,  1884. 
•Austin  Curtin,  Roland,  188o. 
*J.  P.  S.  (iobin,  Lebanon,  1886. 
tSamuel  Harper,  1887. 

•Frank  J.  Magee,  Wrightsville,  '88. 
Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Harrisburg,  1889. 
•Jos.  F.  Denniston,  Pittsburg,  1890. 
•(ieorge  (i.  Boyer,  Harrisburg,  1891. 
♦John  P.  Taylor,  Reedsville,  1892. 
•Thos.  G.  Sample,  Allegheny,  1893. 
*Wm.  Emsley,  Phikdelphia,  1894. 
•II.  H.  Cummings,  Tidioute,  1895. 


POTOMAC    (U.) 

Organized  Feb.  i:{,  1869.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     3,089. 

*C4»mmander John  McElroy,  Washington. 

•Senior  Viee-Commander .A.J.  Huntoon,  Washington. 

•Junior  Viee-Commander J.  F.  Raub,  Washington. 

•.A-ssistant  Adjutant-General (i.  M.  Husted,  Washington. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

•H.  M.  Bennett  (at  large), 

Washington. 
*G.  P.  Davis,  Washington. 

H.  S.  Linker,  Washington. 

J.  H.  Reeve,  Washington. 


t  Deceased. 
Present. 


ALTERNATES. 

*A.  H.  Frear  (at  large), 

Washington. 

G.  H.  Slaybaugh,  Washington. 
•Ed.  Webster,  Washington. 

J.  Tyler  Powell,  Washington. 
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POTOMAC— ContmticcL 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tTimothy  Lubey,  1870-2. 

F.  H.  Sprague,  Washington,  1878-4. 
*B.  F.  Hawkes,  Washington,  1876. 
*A,  H.(i.  Richardson,  Washington,  *77 

G.  E.  Corson,  Washington,  1878. 
H.  Dingman,  Washington,  1879. 

C.  C.  Royce,  Chica,  Cal.,  1880. 
Wm.  (iibson,  Washington,  1881. 
S.  S.  Burdett,  Washington,  1882-3. 

D.  S.  Alexander,  BnftaU),  N.  Y.,'84. 


N.  M.  Brooks,  Washington,  1885. 

J.  B.  Burke,  Washington,  1880-7. 
*Chas.   P.   Lincoln,  Washington,  '88. 
.  W.  S.  CMell,  Washington,  1889. 

M.  Emmet  Urell,  Washington,  '90. 

J.  M.  Pipes,  Washington,  1891. 

A.  F.  Dinsmore,  Washington,  '92. 

S.  E.  Faunce,  Washington,  189.*^. 
^Nathan   Biokford,  Washington,  '94. 
*Marion  T.  Anderson,  Washi'gton, '95. 


RHODE  ISLAND.    (lU) 

Organized  March  24,  1868.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     2,4(H). 

^Commander William  E.  Stone,  Providence. 

^Senior  Vice-Commander Livingston  Scott,  Woonsocket. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander Sam^l  W.  K.  Allen,  East  Greenwich. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General Philip  S.  Chase,  Providence. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


♦Walter  A.  Read  (at  large), 

Chepachet. 
•Robert  B.  Little,  Providence. 
John  IL  Northup,  Apponang. 


ALTERNATES. 

Willard  H.  Green  (at  large). 

Providence. 
Edward  O'Neill,  Providence. 
•Theodore  A.  Dexter,  Central  Falls. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


t Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  1868. 

Horatio  Rogers,  Providence,  1869. 
*C.  R.  Brayton,  Providence,  1870-1. 

E.  H.  Rhodes,  Providence,  1872-3. 
tEd.  Metcalf,  1874. 
tE.  C.  Pomroy,  1875. 

C.  H.  Williams,  Providence,  1876. 
•Henry  J.  Spooner,  Providence,  1877. 

Fred.  A.  Arnold,  Providence,  1878. 

H.  R.  Barker,  Providence,  1879. 

Chas.  C.  Gray,  Providence,  1880. 
t William  H.  P.  Steere,  1881. 

H.  F.  Jenks,  Pawtucket,  1882. 


P.  S.  Chase,  Providence,  1883. 

A.  K.  McMahon,  Newport,  1884. 

E.  A.  Cory,  Camden,  N.  J.,  1885. 

T.  A.  Barton,  Providence,  1886. 

Benjamin  L.  Hall,  Bristol,  1887. 

G.  Spencer,  Providence,  1888. 

A.  Williams,  Providence,  1889. 

Ben.  F.  Davis,  Pawtucket,  1890. 

Ben.  H.  Child,  Providence,  1891. 

David  S.  Ray,  E.  Providence,  1892. 
tGeo.  T.  Cranston,  1893. 
•Chas.  H.  Bakpr,  Pawtucket,   1894. 
•Daniel  R.  Ballon,  Providence,  1895 


tDecea.«?ed. 
"^Present. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA.    (290 

Organized  March  20,  1893.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1805,     2,308. 

^Commander John  Ackley,  Aberdeen. 

•Senior  Vice-Commander J.  F.  Baker,  Hermosa. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander R.  P.  HalJ,  Mitchell. 

'Assistant  Adjutant-Cieneral M.  P.  Stroupe,  Aberdeen. 

REPB£SENTA1 1 VE8.  A  LTERN  ATES. 

*S.  A.  Wheeler,  Minnessella.  O.  E.  Dewey,  Watertown. 

*A.  B.  McFarland,  Centerville.  Joh.  Elson,  Northville. 

♦Thos.  Reed,  Arlington.  J.  W.  Francis,  (Gettysburg. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tThomasS.  Free,  1883-4-5  E.  T.  Langley,  Huron,  1890-1. 

•W.V.  Lucas,  Hot  Springs,  1885-0-7.       C.  S.  Palmer,  Sioux  Falls,  1891-2. 
H.  Allen,  Fargo,  No.  Dak.,  1887-8.      J.  B.  Hoit,  Tacoma,  Wash.,  '92-3. 
♦S.F.Hammond, St. Paul,  Minn. ,'88-9.  *N.  C.  Nash,  Canton,  1893-4. 
♦Geo.  A.  Silsby,  Mitchell,  1889-90.       *Geo.  W. Carpenter,  Watertown,'94-r). 
♦S.  R.  Drake,  Plankinton,  1895. 


TENNESSEE.    (34.) 

Organized  Feb.  20,  1884.                Number  of  members  Dec.  31 ,  1895,     2,979. 
♦Commander Halbert  B.  Case,  Chattanooga. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Jacob  A.  Reep,  Knoxville. 

Junior  Vice-Commander W.  F.  McCarron,  Athens. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-Cieneral Chas.  W.  Biese,  Chattanooga. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

Lou  is  C.  Mills  (at  large),  Chattanooga. '^D.  D.  McCormick,  Harriman. 
*T.  B.  Ziegler,  Knoxville.  M.  A.  Strong,  Cleveland. 

•W.  H.  Nelson,  Backwoods.  E.  M.  Mathews,  Athens. 

Richard  Pooler,  Chattanooga. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tEdward  8.  Jones,  1884-5.  Chas.  F.  Muller,  Chattanooga,  1890. 

E,  K  Winters,  Macon,  Ga.,  1886.         A.  J.  Gahagan,  Chattanooga,  1891. 
Wm.  Ramage,  Knoxville,  1887.  H.  C.  Whitaker,  New  Market,  1892. 

William  Rule,  Knoxville,  1888.  Frank  Seaman,  Knoxville,  1893. 

A.  H.  Pettibone,  Greenville,  1889.        W.  E.  F.  Milburn,  Greenville,  1894. 
^Wra.  J.  Smith,  Memphis,  1895. 


•Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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TEXAS*    (38,) 

Organized  March  25,  188-3.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  181)."),     952. 

^Commander G.  W.  McCormick,  Dallas. 

^Senior  Vice-Commander R.  P.  Sargent,  Galveston. 

^Junior  Vice-Commander H.  T.  Rue,  Houston. 

*Aasistant  Adjutant-(ieneral Jas.  M.  Steere,  Dallas. 

KEPRK8ENTAT1VES.  ALTERNATES. 

*J.  W.  Avers  (at  large),  Dallas.  A.  Metzler  (at  large),  Dallas. 

-H.  H.  Webb,  Ft.  Worth.  L.  C.  Leeds,  Dallas. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tE.  J.  Davis,  1882.  A.  K.  Taylor,  Houston,  1890. 

W.  D.  Wylie,  Dallas,  lS8r>.  *M.  W.  Mann,  Dallas,  1891. 

O.  T.  Lyon,  Sherman,  188G.  tO.  G.  Peterson,  1892. 

W.  H.  Sinclair,  Galveston,  1887.  John  W.  Parks,  Dallas,  1893. 

tJ.  C.  DeCiress,  1888.  R.  M.  Moore,  San  Antonio,  1894. 

A.  G.  Malloy,  El  Paso,  1889.  W.  W.  Bostwick,  Deunison,  1895. 

UTAH*     (330 

Organized  Oct.  19,  1883.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     178. 

Commander M.  M.  Kellogg,  Provo. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Thos.  C.  Bailey,  Salt  Lake. 

Junior  Vice-Commander A.  C.  Condon,  Ogden. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General Jas.  Helme,  Provo. 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

Chas.  Crane  (at  large),  Rudolph  Alff  (at  large). 

Salt  Lake  City.  Salt  Lake  City. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tGeo.  C.  Douglass,  1883.  Henry  T.  Snyder,  Ogden,  1889. 

tRansford  Smith,  1884.  H.  Page,  Salt  Lake  City,  1890. 

H.  C.  Wardleigh,  Ogden,  1885.  F.  Hoffman,  Salt  Lake  City,  1891. 

Elijah  Sells,  Salt  Lake  City,  1886.        J.  R.  Elliott,  Ogden,  1892. 

E.  H.  Murray,  San  Diego,  Cal.,  1887.  J.  W.  Greenman,  Salt  Lake  City, *93. 

Nathan  Kimball,  Ogden,  1888.  *Thos.  C.  Iliff,  Salt  Lake  City,  1894. 

C.  O.  Farnsworth,  Salt  Lake  City,  1895. 

VERMONT*    (J3.) 

Organized  October  23,  18G8.       Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,      4,891. 

*Commander Norman  M.  Puffer,  Bennington. 

Senior  Vice-Commander H.  E.  Perkins,  St.  Albans. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Daniel  W.  Davis,  Chester. 

^Assistant  Adjutant-General D.  M.  Blackmer,  Bennington. 

*Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-CJcneral A.  M.  Downs. 

'^Present. 
ti)eceased. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC.  61 

VERMONT— Continued 

KEPRESENTATIVE8.  ALTERNATES. 

"'X.  P.  Bowman  (at large) St. Jolinsbury.  W.  H.  Gilniore  (at  large),  Fairlee. 
Wm.  I.  Sperry,  Cavendish.  *Peter  S.  Chase,  Brattleboro. 

*A.  W.  Fulton,  St.  Albans.  Richanl  Smith,  Enosbiirgh. 

*Andrew  McGaffney,  Burlington.  W.  A.  Smith,  Pawlet. 

•C.  T.  S.  Pierce,  Vergennea.  E.  Mclntyre,  Danby. 

*().  E.  Adams,  Arlington.  Ozro  Meacham,  Brandon. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tGeorge  P.  Foster,  1868-9.  Geo.  T.  Childs,  St.  Albans,  1886. 

W.  W.  Henry,  Burlington,  1870-1.  P.  D.  Blodgett,  St.  Johnsbury,  1887. 

W.  (i.  Veazey,  Wash.,  D.  C,  1872-3.  H.  E.  Taylor,  Brattleboro,  1888. 

8.  Thomas,  Montpelier,  1874-r>.  A.  S.  Tracey,  Middlebury,  1889. 

Theo.  S.  Peck,  Bnrlington,  1876-7.  Z.  M.  Mansur,  Island  Pond,  1890. 

J.  H.  Goulding,  Wilmington,  1878-9.  D.  L.  Morgan,  Rutland,  1891. 

G.  W.  Hooker,  Brattleboro,  1880-1.  Hugh  Henry,  Chester,  1892. 

A.  B.  Valentine,  BenningU)n,  1882-.X  George  W.  Doty,  Morrisville,  1893. 

C.  C.  Kinsman,  Rutland,  1884.  (has.  F.  Branch,  Newport,  1894. 

W.  L.  Greenleaf,  Burlington,  1885.  B.  Cannon,  Jr.,  Bellows  Falls,  1895. 

VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA.    (IS.) 

Organized  July  27,  1871.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,  1,303. 
•Commander H.  W.  Weiss,  Emporia,  Va. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Magnus  Riggins,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Junior  Vice-Commander John  N.  Dickson,  Nat.  Home,  Va. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General H.  E.  Foster,  Portsmouth,  Va. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*J.  C.  Fowler  (at  large),  James  Colgan  (at  large), 

Richmond,  Va.  Hampton,  Va. 

♦M.  H.  Haas,  Phoebus  P.  O.  R.  (J.  (Jriffin,  Yorktown,  Va. 

PAST    DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 

H.  Carlisle,  Portemouth.  1871-2.  B.  C.  Cook,  Richmond,  1884. 

S.  B.  Kenney,  Windsor,  N.  C,  1873.  *H.  de  B.  Clay,  Newport  News,  *85-6. 
»W.  N.  Eaton,  Portsmouth,  1874.  J.  W.  Woodman,  Portsmouth,  '87-8. 

tW.  H.  Appenzeller,  1875-76.  tR.  P.  Wheeler,  1889. 

William  Ryder,  Portsmouth,  1877.       N.  J.  Smith,  Richmond,  1890. 
tR.  G.  Staples,  1878.  H.  B.  Nichols,  Norfolk,  1891. 

R.  Bond,  Phoebus,  Va.,  1879.  *E.  Allan,  Washington,  D.  C,  1892. 

A.  B.  Hurlbut,  Philadelphia,  1880.     T.  T.  Whitcorab,  Elizabeth  City, 
tW.  Hervey  King,  1881.  N.  C,  1893. 

P.  T.  Woodfin,  Nat.  Home,  Va.,  '82-3.  J.  G.  Fulton,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  '94. 
Jas.  E.  Porter,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  1895. 

^•Present, 
t  Deceased. 
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WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA*    (300 

Organized  June  20,  1883.             Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1895,     2,296. 
*Commander " C.  T.  Patterson,  Tacoma. 

Senior  Vice-Coramander F.  M.  Ellsworth,  Colfax. 

Junior  Vice-Coramander W.  H.  Mossman,  Chehalis. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General Jacob  Emery,  Tacoma. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

John  R.  Kinnear  (at  large),  Seattle.  W.  M.  Ellingsworth,  Walla  Walla. 

R.  G.  O^Brien,  Oljmpia.  Ed.  Rose,  Pt.  Townsend. 

C.  H.  Holmes,  Tacoma.  R.  W.  Williams,  Mt.  Vernon. 

B.  N.  Bradfield,  Tacoma.  J.  B.  Hoit,  Tacoma. 

PAST   DKPARIMENT  COMMANDERS. 

F.  W.  Sparling  (Provisional),  tJ.  W.  Sprague,  1888. 

Seattle,  1878-83.  S.  G.  Cosgrove,  Pomer^y,  1889. 

tG.  D.  Hill,  1883.  M.  M.  Holmes,  Seattle,  1890. 
tn.  A.  Morrow,  1884.  D.  G.  Lovell,  Tacoma,  1891. 

A.  M.  Brookes,  Seattle,  1885.  J.  S.  Brown,  Spokane,  1892. 

C.  M.  Holton,  N.  Tokima,  1886.  tJoseph  F.  St.  Clair,  1898. 

A.  P.  Curry,  Spokane,  1887.  J.  N.  Scott,  Port  Townsend,  1894. 

.   Norman  Buck,  Spokane,  1895. 

WEST  VIRGINIA.    (28.) 

Organized  April  9,  1868.      Reorganized  Feb.  20,  1883.      Number  of  mem- 
bers Dec.  31,  1895,  2,046. 

Commander Romeo  H.  Freer,  Harrisville. 

'Senior  Vice-Commander T.  A.  Maulsby,  Fairmont. 

Junior  Vice-Commander Richard  Robertson,  Wheeling. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General Job  Musgrave,  Harrisville. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*H.  C.  McWhorter  (at  large),  Geo.  K.  Mallory  (at  large), 

Charleston .  Parkersbu  rg. 

*M.  V.  Traugh,  Parkersburg.  *John  Hargrave,  Ripley. 
R.  S.  Northcott,  Clarksburg.  C.  W.  Pitner,  Wheeling. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

W.  H.  H.  Flick,  Martinsburg,  '82-3.    S.  S.  Hazen,  Parkersburg,  1889. 
C.  B.  Smith,  Parkersburg,  1884.  Hi.  J.  Walker,  Ripley,  1890. 

tJohn  Carlin,  1885.  I.  H.  Duval,  Wellsburg,  1891. 

G.  W.  Taggart,  Parkersburg,  1886.       Charles  E.  Ander.on,  Weston,  '92. 
Lee  Haymond,  Clarksburg,  1887.  Anthony  Smith,  Wick,  1893. 

R.  E.  Fleming,  Fairmont,  1888.  F.  H   Crago,  Wheeling,  1894. 

R.  H.  Lee,  St.  Albans,  1895. 

^Preient. 
fDcoeased. 
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WISCONSIN.    (2.) 

Organized  June  7,  1866.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  18t)5,     11,651. 

•Commander D.  Lloyd  Jones,  Steven's  Point. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander H.  J.  Smith,  Kacine. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander F.  M.  Mason,  Rhinelander. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General George  B.  Merrick,  Stevens'  Point. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*E.  B.  Gray  (at  large),  Madison. 
♦M.  Herrick,  Hudson. 
•H.  J.  Huntington,  Green  Bay. 
*Henry  Hoehn,  Monroe. 

L.  D.  Hinckley,  Waupun. 
•J.  B.  Smelker,  Dodgeville. 
•Peter  Barth,  Milwaukee. 
•Orlando  Culver,  Waukesha. 
*A.  O.  D.  Kelley,  Brandon. 

F.  A.  Coupland,  La  Crosse. 
•D.  J.  Brothers,  Kaukauna. 
»M.  W.  Ryan,  Medford. 
*P.  H.  Swift,  Rice  Lake. 


ALTERNATES. 

Henry  Haase  (at  large),  Milwaukee. 

R.  M.  Strong,  Baraboo. 

George  W.  Burchard,  FL  Atkinson. 

George  H.  Farrar,  Elkhorn. 

E.  W.  Keyes,  Lake  Mills. 

J.  B.  Rickp,  Boscobel. 
^Alex.  (foldsmith,  Milwaukee. 

Peter  Gump,  West  Bend. 

A.  G.  Purdy,  Fond-du-Lac. 
*A.  H.  DeGroff,  Nelson. 

J.  J.  Nelson,  Amherst. 

H.  R.  Allen,  Merrill. 

W.  R.  Brown,  New  Richmond. 


PAST   DEPABTBIENT   COMMANDERS. 


J.  K.  Proudfit,  Kansas  City, 

Kansas,  1866. 
tH.  A.  Starr,  1867. 
tj.  M.  Rusk,  1868. 
♦T.  S.  Allen,  Oshkosh,  1861).70. 


*H.  M.  Enos,  Waukesha,  1882. 
•Philip  Cheek,  Jr.,  Baraboo,  1883-4. 
t James  Davidson,  1885. 
*Henry  P.  Fischer,  Milwaukee,  1886. 
•Michael  Griffin,  Eau  Claire,  1887. 


•Edward  Ferguson,  Milwaukee,  71-2.  *A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  1888-1). 
tA.  J.  McCoy,  1873.  *Leander  Ferguson,    Brandon,  1880. 

George  A.  Hannaford,  Pocatello,        *Benj.  F.  Bryant,  La  Crosse,  1890. 
Idaho,  1874-5.     'W.  H.  Upham,  Marshlield,  1891. 
tJohn  Hancock,  1876.  *C.  B.  Welton,  Madison,  1892. 

*HenryG.  Rogers,  Milwaukee,  1877.  *E.  A.  Shores,  Ashland,  1893. 
»S.  F.  Hammand,  Ashton,  Dak.,  1878.*J.  A.  Watrous,  Milwaukee,   1894. 
•G.Thomas,  Harvard,  Neb.,'79-'80-'8l.*W.  D.  Hoard,  Ft.  Atkinson  ,l.si).'). 


^Present. 
tDe  ceased. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  PENSIONS. 

Benjamin  Brooke,  Philadelphia,  Pa.     Wm.  A.  Kelcham,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Albert  D.  Shaw,  Watertown,  N.  Y.     W.  W.  Dudley,  Washington,  D.  C. 

T.  S.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  Neb. 

COMMITTEE  ON  REVISION  OF  INSTALLATION  SERVICES. 

W.  A.  Wetherbee,  Newton,  Mass.        George  E.  Allen,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Frank  Seaman,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

The  Committee  to  Formulate  a  Plan  for  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  Ix>yal  Women  of  the  War. 
Ell  Torrance,  Minneapolis,  Minn.       S.  S.  Burdett,  Washington,  D.  C. 
A.  M.  Warner,  Cincinnati,  ().  Washington  Gardner, Lansing, Mich. 

Ira  M.  Hedges,  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 

The  Committee  to  Memorialize  Congress  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  Memorial  Day  at  National  Cemeteries  in  the  South. 
R.  M.  Kelly,  Louisville,  Ky.  8.  H.  Hurst,  Chillicothe,  O. 

James  H.  Kidd,  Ionia,  Mich. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  UNION  OF  WOMEN^  SOCIETIES. 

J.  G.  B.  Adams,  Boston,  Mass.  A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  W^is. 

Wm.  W^arner,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Tho*.  G.  Lawler,  Rockford,  111. 

Matt  II.  EllLs,  New  York  City. 

COMMITTEE  ON  SONS  OF  VETERANS. 

Leo  Rassieur,  St.  Ix)uis,  Mo.  I.  F.  Mack,  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

W.  H.  Upham,  Madison,  Wis.  H.  S.  White,  Red  Bank,  N.  J. 

W.  N.  Eaton,  Portsmouth,  Va. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATION. 

I.  G.  Kimball,  Washington,  D.  C.  Nathan  Bickford,  Washington,  D.  C. 

F.  L.  Campbell,  Washington,  D.  C.  Thoa.  H.  McKee,  Washington,  D.  C. 

E.  J.  Sweet,  Washington,  D.  C.  A.  R.  Greene,  Topeka,  Kas. 

vStanton  W^eaver,  Washington,  D.  C.  W.  H.  H.  Wasson,  Pittsburg. 

W.  H.  Doolittle,  Washington,  D.  C.  Marion  T.  Anderson,  Wash.,  D.  C. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTL\LS. 

Irvin  Robhins,  Indianapolis,  Ind.         W^ashington Gardner, Lansing, Mich. 
D.  N.  Foster,  P'ort  Wayne,  Ind.  A.  W^  Barrett,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

H.  IL  Cumings,  Tidioute,  Pa. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Comrades :  Last  year  the  Twenty-ninth  National  Encampment 
met  for  the  first  time  south  of  the  beautiful  river,  in  the  city  of 
Louisville.  The  hospitality  of  the  people  of  Kentucky  was  un- 
bounded, and  we  can  never  forget  the  cordial  reception  extended 
to  us  on'  that  occasion.  It  is  a  land  of  brave,  generous-hearted, 
hospitable  men  and  women.  I  send  them  your  cordial  greetings 
and  best  wishes  for  their  continued  prosperity  in  their  old  Ken- 
tucky home. 

I  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  fact  that  our  peaceful 
progress  has  led  us  by  pleasant  paths  to  the  northern  border,  and 
we  pitch  the  tents  of  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  in  this 
beautiful  city  of  the  northwest,  on  the  banks  of  the  **  Father  of 
Waters,"  where,  with  united  voice,  we  salute  again  our  dear 
country  and  its  flag,  and  bless  the  God  of  our  fathers  that  it  was 
His  good  pleasure  to  permit  us  to  stand  in  the  battle  for  its  unity, 
and  to  preserve  so  many  of  us  to  be  partakers  of  its  later  glories. 

REI'ORTS. 

I  commend  to  your  careful  perusal  the  reports  of  the  staft 
officers.  They  exhibit  in  detail  the  state  of  all  the  principal  busi- 
ness and  interests  of  the  Grand  Army  and  will  evidence  the  faith- 
fulness with  which  you  have  been  served.  Not  because  it  is  a 
matter  of  custom  or  courtesy,  but  because  I  am  sensible  of  the 
obligation  I  am  under  to  them,  I  take  pleasure  in  referring  espe- 
cially to  the  faithful  and  eflBcient  labors  of  the  Adjutant-General, 
the  Quartermaster-General,  the  Inspector- General,  the  Judge-Ad- 
vocate-General and  the  Chief  of  StaflT.  The  volume  of  business 
transacted  through  National  Headquarters  has  been  very  great, 
far  greater  than  in  any  preceding  year.     Its  burden  has  fallen  on 
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them.  I  may  say  with  some  degree  of  pride,  and  in  justice  to 
them,  that  the  records  of  their  offices  will  be  found  in  such  condi- 
tion as  to  lighten  the  labor  of  their  successors. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  total  membership  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is 
385,406,  of  which  340,610  are  in  good  standing  and  42,511  are 
carried  on  the  suspended  list  for  non-payment  of  dues,  a  decrease 
in  thb  list  during  the  past  year  of  7,089  The  gain  by  muster 
during  the  year  was  13,467.  In  this  recapitulation,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  shows  a  loss  of  5,553  members  that  had  been 
erroneously  carried  on  the  rolls  for  several  years  and  were,  counted 
in  the  last  report.  The  total  loss  during  the  year  was  11,406,  of 
which  number  7,293  was  by  death,  which  is  a  decrease  of  75  from 
last  year.  When  we  take  into  account  the  great  business  depres- 
sion of  the  year,  the  lack  of  employment,  and  the  fact  that  so 
many  of  the  veterans  are  possessed  of  such  a  small  portion  of  this 
world's  goods,  and  the  further  fact  that,  owing  to  age  and  infirm- 
ities, many  have  been  unable  to  attend  Post  meetings,  and  have 
failed  to  pay  their  dues,  our  membership  has  held  its  own  remark- 
ably well. 

FINANCES. 

The  report  of  the  Quartermaster-G^eneral  shows  our  finances 
to  be  in  good  condition,  and  that  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  ex- 
penses aside  from  that  paid  out  by  order  of  the  Encampment  in 
fitting  up  rooms  for  our  archives  and  custodian's  salary,  and  in 
prosecuting  the  Long  pension  case. 

RAILROAD   RATES. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  last  Encampment  and 
remembering  the  difficulty  that  had  attended  the  matter  during  the 
Milwaukee  Encampment,  the  question  of  railroad  rates  was  early 
considered,  and  after  a  prolonged  contest  with  the  Western  Pa8?en- 
ger  Association,  which  covers  all  this  Northwestern  territory,  our 
reasonable  demand  for  a  rate  of  one  cent  per  mile,  and  a  thirty-day 
extension  of  tickets  was  granted.     In  this  contest  I  was  earnestly 
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supported  by  the  Citizens'  Committee  of  St.  Paul,  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  our  combined  efforts  would  have  been  successful  had  it 
not  been  for  the  mandatory  resolution  directing  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  remove  the  Encampment  to  some  other  location,  provided 
the  one  cent  rate  was  not  granted,  and  I  recommend  that  this 
instruction  be  made  permanent  by  this  Encampment. 

While  engaged  in  settling  the  railroad  trouble  the  following 
correspondence,  which  explains  the  matter  to  which  it  refers,  oc- 
curred : 

New  York,  Dec.  16,  189o. 
Gen.  Ivan  N.  Walker, 

Commander-in-Chief  G.  A,  i?.,  Indtanapolia^  Ind, : 
Dear  Sir — The  committee  of  citizens,  which  has  been  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  in  the  city  at  an  appropriate  time  during  the  com- 
ing year,  a  reunion  and  parade  of  the  veterans  of  the  civil  war  have  re- 
quested me,  as  their  chairman,  to  address  this  letter  to  you.  Believing 
that  you,  with  the  patriotic  hundreds  who  have  communicated  their  ap- 
proval of  this  purpose  to  the  committee,  will  be  pleased  to  assist  in  bring- 
ing together  the  men  and  the  leaders  on  both  side*  of  the  struggle  to  testify 
publicly  to  the  restoration  of  peace  and  promote  that  earnest  and  fraternal 
feeling  which  is  the  life  of  our  prosperity  and  the  guarantee  of  greater 
things  to  come  for  the  whole  people  and  the  whole  country,  we  ask  your 
co-operation  and  that  of  those  tried  defenders  of  the  nation  whom  you 
command.  In  due  season  the  formal  invitation  will  be  extended  to  the 
veterans.  At  this  time  our  committee  holds  its  further  arrangements  in 
abeyance,  awaiting  your  answer. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Chas.  a.  Dana, 

Chairman. 

To  this  I  returned  the  following  reply : 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  December  30,  1895. 

Hon.  Chas.  A.  Dana,  Chairman, 

New  York  CUy,  N.   Y.: 

Dear  Sir — On  my  return  home  I  find  your  favor  of  recent  date,  and 
in  reply  thereto,  without  a  fuller  knowledge  than  I  now  have  of  the  ob- 
jects, purposes  and  proposed  details  of  your  organizatiou,  I  would  not  want 
to  say  whether  they  would  meet  with  my  personal  approbation,  much  less 
should  I  endeavor  to  commit  the  organization  which  I  have  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represent. 

If  there  has  been  at  any  time  during  tlie  past  thirty  years  the  slightest 
necessity  of  "public  testimony  to  the  restoration  of  peace,"  or  "the  pro- 
motion of  that  earnest  and  thorough  fraternal  feeling  which  is  the  life  of 
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our  prosperity,"  it  certainly  can  not  be  said  that  it  has  been  in  any  degree 
owing  to  the  acts  or  omissions  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  As  an 
organization  and  an  individuals,  we  have  always  been  eager  and  anxious  to 
meet  and  coiiperate  with  any  and  all  upon  the  common  plane  of  loyalty  to 
the  country.  What  is  to  be  the  character  of  the  parade  of  the  veterans  of 
the  civil  war  of  which  you  write?  Are  they  to  march  together  as  citizens 
and  patriots  under  a  common  flag  to  signify  their  devotion  to  a  common 
country?  If  so,  I  am  without  reservation,  mentally  or  otherwise,  in  favor 
of  it,  and,  if  circumstances  should  permit,  would  with  pride  and  pleasure 
participate.  If,  however,  it  means  that  they  are  to  march,  the  one  in  blue 
and  the  other  in  gray,  as  representatives  of  the  two  great  hosts  that  then 
contended  for  the  victory,  another  and  much  graver  (juestion  would  be  pre- 
sented for  determination.  If  they  are  so  to  march  as  to  be  distinctly  repre- 
sentative of  the  lines  that  then  divided  them,  logically  they  should  march 
under  different  banners,  and  I,  for  one,  would  be  unalterably  opposed  to 
seeing  a  column  in  gray  marching  under  the  stars  and  bars,  and  contend- 
ing for  the  plaudits  of  our  citizens  on  ecjual  footing  with  the  column  in 
blue,  marching  under  the  stars  and  stripes.  Those  two  columns  would  not 
now  represent  the  same  idea,  nor  did  they  ever  heretofore.  While  we  fully 
appreciate  the  valor  of  the  men  who  bore  arms  against  us,  and  gladly  re- 
ceive and  welcome  them  a.s  citizens  to  all  the  privileges  and  honors  of  a 
common  country  we  both  now  love,  it  is  the  unalterable  conviction  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  that  those  who  wore  one  uniform  and  fought 
under  one  flag,  fought  for  their  country  and  were  in  the  right,  while  those 
who  wore  the  other  uniform  and  fought  under  the  other  banner,  fought 
against  their  country  and  were  wrong,  and  no  sentimental  nor  commercial 
efforts  to  efl^ace  these  radical  distinctions  should  be  encouraged  by  any  true 
patriot. 

If  it  should  be,  therefore,  as  I  fear  it  is,  the  intention  in  your  proposed 
parade  to  obliterate  the  radical  distinctions  between  the  two,  and  to  have 
them  so  march  as  representing  antagonistic  ideas,  although  that  antagonism 
may  not  be  made  as  fully  apparent  as  it  might  be  by  carrying  the  discarded 
banners  that  once  were  carried  with  and  over  the  gray  as  its  true  symbol, 
it  would  be  hardly  necessary  to  communicate  further  with  me,  as  you  can 
already,  without  difficulty,  foreshadow  what  my  answer  would  be  both  per- 
sonally and  officially.     I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfully  yours. 

I.  N.  Walker,        ^ 
Commander-  in-  Chief. 

To  this  letter  Mr.  Dana  answered  as  follows : 

New  York,  January  6,  1896. 
General  Ivan  N.  Walker, 

Commander-in-ChicJ\  huUandpdis^  Ind.  : 
My  Dear  Sir — I  have  read  your  letter  of  the  80th  ult.  with  extreme 
interest.     I  rejoice  to  see  that,  as  regards  the   main  point  of  the  subject. 
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your  mind  is  entirely  in  accord  with  that  of  our  friends  here,  who  have 
been  active  in  promoting  the  plan  we  have  in  view.  This  is  to  hold  8im])ly 
a  great  fraternal  reunion  and  manifestation  of  zeat  in  behalf  of  our  native 
land,  and  to  bring  together  for  that  purpose  those  who,  thirty  years  ago, 
fought  in  blue  with  those  who,  at  the  same  time,  fought  on  the  opposite 
side  in  gray.  It  is  to  bring  them  together  as  equal  citizens  of  our  common 
country  in  a  festival  of  patriotism  and  fraternal  co-operation.  This  is  the 
essential  purpose,  and  all  of  the  rest  is  a  matter  of  detail,  to  be  considered 
and  arranged  as  shall  appear  to  be  most  judicious  and  most  effective  for 
the  great  end  we  have  in  view.  In  this  case  we  hold  that  only  one  princi- 
ple should  rule;  namely,  that  all  are  equal  as  Americans,  and  that  there  is 
no  cause  to  be  promoted  and  no  idea  to  be  raised  into  prominence  except 
the  cause  and  idea  of  America. 

As  for  the  flags,  it  is  intended  that  there  shall  be  but  one,  that  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  it  should  float  over  the  whole  parade  as  the  recog- 
nized symbol  of  the  whole  nation  and  of  all  of  its  members.  As  for  the 
uniforms,  the  case  is  similar.  Although,  as  we  wish  to  make  it  evident  to 
all  lookers-on,  and  to  the  whole  people,  that  it  is  a  combined  manifestation 
on  the  part  of  the  South  and  of  the  former  Confederates,  as  well  as  on  the 
part  of  the  North  and  those  who  wore  the  blue  in  the  civil  war,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  bring  out  the  old  gray  uniform  in  the  march  in  order  to  make 
observers  certain  that  the  men  in  gray  are  there,  and  that  they  are  brothers, 
indeed,  of  the  men  in  blue.  I  trust,  then,  that,  with  these  views  clearly 
understood,  we  may  be  authorized  by  your  support,  and  by  that  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  general,  to  go  forward  with  our  patriotic 
undertaking,  and  it  seems  to  us  that,  under  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country,  it  will  be  more  than  ever  useful  to  show  to  all  foreign  lands 
that  here  in  the  United  States  there  are  only  one  people,  one  flag,  one  pur- 
pose and  one  national  destiny.  I  remain,  dear  sir, 
Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  A.  Dana, 

Chainnan. 

Replying  to  this  I  sent  the  following,  which  closed  the  corre- 
spondence : 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  January  13,  1806. 
Hon.  Charles  A.  Dana, 

Nfiv  York  City,  N.  Y.  : 
Dear  Sir — I  regret  that  absence  from  home  has  prevented  me  from 
answering  your  favor  of  the  6th  until  now.  In  my  communication  of  the 
30th  ult.,  I  endeavored  to  make  our  position  clear,  that  we  can  not,  as  an 
organization,  join  in  any  public  demonstration  and  march  with  those  who 
fought  against  the  Union,  clad  in  a  uniform  that  was  shot  to  death  by  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  thirty  years  ago. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  for  the  cardinal  principles  of  its 
creed,  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty,  and  its  members  everywhere,  and 
at  all  times,  heartily  extend,  in  their  broadest  and  friendliest  sense,  the 
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sentiments  these  tenets  embody  to  those  who  fought  so  valiantly  against 
them  in  the  armies  of  the  rebellion.  At  the  same  time,  they  do  not  forget 
the  great  danger  into  which  our  Union  was  brought  and  the  sacrifices  and 
patriotic  services  of  those  who  so  bravely  offered  and  freely  gave  their  lives 
for  its  salvation,  and  believing  that  this  memory  is  of  momentous  value  and 
should  live  through  all  generations,  they  would  not  encourage  anything 
that  would  tend  to  efface  it  from  the  minds  of  the  people.  You  say  that 
*Mt  is  intended  that  there  shall  be  but  one  Hag,  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  it  shall  float  over  the  whole  parade."  Why  not  require  the  same 
as  to  uniform  ?  The  gray  uniform  is  just  as  objectionable  as  the  flag  that 
it  fought  under.  The  distinctive  color  of  the  Union  is  blue.  The  sooner 
those  wj^o  wore  the  gray  cease  trying  to  symbolize  the  *'lo8t  cause  "  by  flag 
or  uniform,  and  representing  themselves  as  a  distinct  part  of  the  people  of 
our  common  country,  the  sooner  will  a  fuller  realization  of  the  "festival 
of  patriotism  and  fraternal  co-operation "  which  you  suggest,  be  brought 
about.     I  am,  Sincerely  yours, 

I.  N.  Walker, 

Commander-in-  Chief, 

The  innumerable  letters  and  resolutions  that  came  to  Head- 
quarters strongly  indicated  that  the  position  taken,  was  upheld 
to  an  overwhelncing  extent  bj  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  senti- 
ment, and  the  project  of  the  proposed  parade  was  abandoned.  To 
the  men  who  fought  on  the  side  of  the  South  and  who  got  through 
fighting  at  Appomattox,  and  who  stand  with  us  for  our  common 
country,  its  flag  and  its  institutions,  we  extend  a  soldier's  hand. 
We  have  recently  mingled  with  them  and  shared  their  boundless 
hospitality  at  Louisville  and  Chickamauga. 

The  fraternal  feeling  between  the  North  and  South  has  been 
steadily  growing  for  a  generation,  and  the  unpleasant  memories  of 
the  late  war  will  soon  be  as  completely  obliterated  as  were  the 
angry  passions  of  our  English  ancestors  in  the  great  civil  conflict, 
known  as  the  **War  of  the  Roses." 

PENSIONS  AND  PAYMENTS. 

Early  in  the  session  of  Congress  I  asked  our  Pension  Committee 
to  meet  me  in  Washington,  where  we  had  a  consultation  with  the 
Congressional  Pension  Committee,  and  urgently  requested  that 
action  be  at  onee  taken  to  stop  the  illegal  suspending  and  ' 'sand- 
bagging" of  pensioners  that  was  going  on  all  over  the  country. 
The  Congressional  Committee  expressed  a  willingness  to  aid  in  the 
matter  and  all  bills  then  before  Congress,  were  taken  up,  carefully 
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considered,  and  such  measures  of  relief  as  we  believed  could  be 
passed,  were  embodied  in  House  Bill,  No.  5549,  known  as  the 
*  Tickler  Bill."  Our  committee  made  no  recommendations  as  to 
sections  one  and  fourteen  of  said  bill.  There  has  been  some  criti- 
cism as  to  the  advisability  of  these  two  sections,  but  the  other 
measures  of  relief  embodied  in  the  bill,  were  of  such  vital  import- 
ance to  all  pensioners  and  must  prove  so  beneficial  in  the  admin- 
istration of  pension  laws,  that  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  urge  its  im- 
mediate passage,  which  I  did,  both  to  members  of  Congress,  and  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  House,  to  whom  I  made  a  personal  appeal.  As 
you  are  aware,  the  measure  passed  the  House  by  a  large  majority, 
and  is  now  pending  in  the  Senate.  When  this  bill  becomes  the 
law,  as  I  believe  it  will  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  unrest 
and  anxiety  among  deserving  pensioners  will  cease,  as  no  pensi  >n 
can  then  be  discontinued  except  for  fraud,  clerical  error  or  mistake 
of  fact.  We  are  unalterably  opposed  to  all  frauds,  and  of  course 
want  clerical  errors  and  mistakes  corrected  whenever  found.  This 
law,  when  enacted,  will  guarantee  to  the  pensioner  that  security 
and  peace  of  mind  which  should  come  to  him  in  his  declining  years. 

The  payment  of  all  pensions  by  check  through  the  mails  was 
also  urged  upon  the  Congressional  Committee.  The  measure  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  Overstreet,  of  Indiana,  and  has  become  a  law. 
The  salutary  result,  after  two  pension  payments  under  it,  have, 
I  think,  proven  the  wisdom  of  its  enactment,  in  saving  to  pen- 
sioners and  their  families  money  from  pensions  heretofore  lost 
through  temptations  and  weakness. 

In  discussing  this  matter,  the  question  comes  forcibly  to  me, 
the  payment  of  pensions  from  the  several  agencies  by  mail  having 
proven  a  success,  why  can  not  all  pensions  be  paid  and  mailed  di- 
rectly from  the  Interior  or  Pension  Department  at  Washington, 
and  by  so  doing  save  two-thirds  of  the  expense  now  incurred  in 
keeping  np  Pension  Agencies  in  nearly  every  important  State.  It 
would  require  but  a  few  hours  longer  to  receive  a  check  through 
the  mail  from  Washington  than  it  does  from  the  local  agency,  and 
would  save  a  vast  sum  of  money  that  could  be  applied  to  pension 
payments,  as  an  ex-Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  through  whose  office 
pension  payments  are  made,  and  who  was  one  of  the  most  compe- 
tent men  who  ever  filled  the  office,  informed  me  when  consulted 
about  the  matter,  that  with  fifty  additional  clerks  in  his  depart- 
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ment  he  could  readily  have  paid  every  pensioner  on  the  rolls.  The 
expense  of  pension  agencies  last  year  was  nearly  half  a  million  dol- 
lars. You  can  readily  estimate  the  saving  that  would  accrue  from 
such  a  change,  without  detriment  to  the  pensioner. 

The  last  Encampment  directed  that  a  test  case  be  selected  em- 
bodying the  question  **that  a  pension  when  once  granted  became  a 
vested  right,  and  can  not  be  discontinued  except  by  due  process 
of  law.'' 

The  Council  of  Administration  selected  the  Long  case,  as  they 
believed  that  it  embodied  the  issues  which  we  desired  settled.  The 
attorneys  of  Judge  Long  were  consulted,  and  at  their  request  the 
Hon.  James  C.  Carter  was  employed  to  argue  the  case  before  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  The  case  came  up  for  hear- 
ing in  March,  and  after  considering  the  matter  for  some  weeks  it 
was  not  decided,  but  continued  for  a  rehearing  in  October.  I  rec- 
ommend that  Mr  Carter  be  continued  in  the  case  until  the  same  is 
decided. 

woman's  relief  corps. 

In  all  of  the  duties  and  labor  of  the  year,  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  composed  of  the  loyal  women  of  the  land,  has  been  our  con- 
stant friend  and  helpmate.  I  desire  to  add  my  testimony  to  that 
which  has  been  frequently  given  by  others  in  this  position,  to  the 
loyal  and  efficient  services  of  this  noble  auxiliary  organization. 
Abundant  in  their  special  work  of  charity,  helpful  in  every  field  of 
labor,  full  of  patriotic  enthusiasm,  and  happy  to  share  with  us  the 
labor  and  glory  of  our  Grand  Army  life.  It  has  been  my  pleasure, 
during  the  past  year,  to  meet  the  National  ofiicers  at  Boston  and  at 
many  Conventions.  I  have  heard  good  of  it  from  all  quarters; 
evil  from  none.  I  am  glad,  in  this  connection,  to  say  a  word  in 
explanation  of  our  attitude  towards  other  organizations  of  women, 
who  seek  to  be  useful  to  the  Grand  Army.  To  those  who  have, 
or  will  give  attention  to  the  record,  there  can  be  no  question  that 
the  National  Encampment  held  at  Denver,  in  1883,  gave  recog- 
nition to  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  as  our  Auxiliary,  and  that  it 
has  remained  silent  in  such  action  as  to  other  organizations.  The 
great  success  that  has  attended  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  has 
called  into  existence  other  women's  organizations,  and  these  very 
naturally  have  antagonized  the  older  organization  in  the  affections 
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of  veterans,  until  we  have  the  humiliating  spectacle  of  Comrades 
who  fought  for  four  years  in  the  same  file,  and  whose  comradeship 
had  been  cemented  in  fifty  battles,  now,  at  this  late  day  in  life, 
ruthlessly  torn  asunder  because  their  wives  happen  to  belong  to 
different  woman's  organizations.  It  is  human  nature,  and  the 
good  book  declares  ''that  a  man  will  leave  father  and  mother  and 
cleave  unto  his  wife,"  so  this  state  of  affairs  will  continue  until  the 
Encampment  shall  take  some  action  that  will  finally  settle  the 
matter.  Hoping  to  accomplish  something  in  this  direction,  I  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  five  Comrades,  composed  of  Past  Com- 
manders-in-Chief, those  who  had  passed  through  the  ordeal,  to  take 
up  the  question  and  see  whether  harmony  or  consolidation  could 
not  be  brought  about  and  the  trouble  stopped.  This  Committee 
will  report  the  result  of  its  efforts,  which  I  trust  has  been  productive 
of  good,  and  that  harmony  in  the  work  of  these  organizations  may 
be  secured. 

SONS   OF   VETERANS. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  our  natural  successors.  They  are 
the  reserve  of  the  Grand  Army.  They  have  already  become  of 
great  assistance  to  our  organization,  and  are  destined  to  exert  a 
powerful  influence  for  patriotism  and  loyalty  long  after  we  shall 
have  passed  away.  The  storms  and  sunshine  of  thirty  years  have 
successively  come  and  gone  since  the  ranks  from  which  the  Grand 
Army  can  be  recruited  have  been  forever  closed.  The  struggles 
and  privations  of  half  a  century  have  whitened  the  locks  and  im- 
paired the  energy  of  the  majority  of  our  Comrades,  and  the  summit 
of  our  lives  has  been  reached.  As  we  go  marching  with  ceaseless 
tramp  but  ever-lessening  tread  down  the  slope  toward  the  great 
hereafter,  there  comes  up  on  the  other  side,  with  sturdy  stride  and 
ever-quickening  pace,  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  to  take  the  place  we 
have  filled.  They  sing  the  songs  we  sang,  and  carry  the  same  flag 
under  whose  starry  folds  we  fought.  As  we  come  off"  guard  and 
take  up  our  line  of  march  to  the  eternal  camping  grounds  we  shall 
be  more  content  if  the  picket  line  is  still  manned  and  the  uniform 
is  blue. 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Memorial  Day  was  more  generally  and  appropriately  observed 
this  year  than  ever  before.     Great  multitudes  of  patriotic  citizens 
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gathered  under  the  auspices  of  our  Order,  in  the  silent  cities  of  the 
dead,  and  with  loving  hearts  and  willing  hands  covered  the  graves 
of  our  departed  Comrades  with  the  sweet  flowers  of  spring.  This 
day,  sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  fallen  defenders  of  the  Republic, 
has  become  a  most  impressive  and  instructive  National  Holiday. 
So  long  as  the  observance  of  the  day  is  kept  in  all  of  its  genuine- 
ness and  purity,  not  given  up  to  frivolity  and  amusement,  it  will 
impart  to  all  a  truer  sense  of  the  obligation  resting  upon  us  as  citi- 
zens. In  honoring  our  dead  we  increase  our  devotion  to  the  living, 
leading  us  to  nobler  deeds  of  fraternity  and  charity,  that  shall 
warm  the  cold,  clothe  the  naked  and  feed  the  hungry. 


COLORED  POSTS. 

This  administration  inherited  Arom  the  former,  the  unsettled 
question  of  the  organization  of  a  colored  Post  at  Austin,  Texas, 
over  the  protest  of  the  Department  of  Texas.  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  Administration  took  the  matter  up 
and  afler  going  over  all  the  papers  filed  in  the  case  directed  that 
the  Department  Commander  of  Texas  be  instructed  to  muster  the 
Post.  On  receiving  this  order  of  the  Council,  the  Commander  of 
the  Department  made  such  representations  as  to  the  applicants  for 
muster  that  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  send  a  trusted  and  impartial 
Comrade  to  visit  Austin  and  ascertain  the  true  condition  of  affairs. 
Past  Department  Commander  Stormont,  of  Indiana,  was  delegated 
to  perform  this  service,  and  on  visiting  Austin  and  meeting  the 
applicants  and  the  Comrades  of  that  place,  he  was  convinced  that 
some  of  the  objections  to  their  muster  were  well  grounded.  The 
applicants  had  a  conference  with  Comrade  Stormont  and  decided 
to  withdraw  their  application  for  muster,  which  stopped  further 
action  in  the  matter. 

If  this  action  had  not  been  taken  and  the  report  of  Comrade 
Stormont  had  shown  the  applicants  worthy  of  membership  in  our 
Order,  the  Post  would  have  been  mustered.  I  shall  never  forget 
that  the  only  men  who  aided  and  shielded  me  in  my  escape  from  a 
rebel  prison  had  black  faces.  This  is  a  serious  problem  in  South- 
ern Departments,  but  no  honorably  discharged  veteran  should  be 
discriminated  against  on  account  of  the  color  of  his  skin.  There 
must  be  other  and  valid  reasons  for  his  rejection. 
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HCIIOOL   HISTORIES. 

It  has  beeD  aptly  said  that  the  Public  School  is  the  Nursery  of 
the  State,  and  it  is  quite  important  that  the  food  therein  supplied 
for  the  expansion  and  growth  of  the  mind  of  the  child  should  be 
pure  and  wholesome,  and  of  such  flavor,  that  obedience  to  law  and 
love  of  country  be  early  imbibed  and  deeply  rooted.  Because  of 
the  large  and  ever  increasing  number  of  children  of  foreign  born 
parents  in  our  country,  it  is  particularly  important  that  the  history 
of  our  country  and  its  government  should  be  a  prominent  subject 
in  the  curriculum  of  all  our  schools,  and  that  it  should  be  carefully 
and  correctly  taught.  While  it  is  possible,  under  our  beneficent 
public  school  system,  that  all  children  may  be  pupils,  yet  through 
the  circumstances  of  the  parents,  or  the  inclination  of  the  child,  it 
is  shown  by  statistics  that  but  a  small  per  cent,  of  the  great  num- 
ber who  at  one  time  or  another  attend  said  schools,  ever  reach  the 
grade  of  advanced  scholarship.  Hence  the  importance  that  the 
first  impression  of  this  subject  gained  from  the  study  of  Primary 
School  Histories  should  be  correct  and  patriotic.  The  subject  of 
the  History  of  our  Country,  especially  that  part  that  relates  to  the 
period  of  the  War  for  the  Union,  is  one  that  I  consider  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  I  can  think  of  no  more  useful  or  patriotic 
work  for  this  great  organization  of  ours  to  encourage,  than  to  see  to 
it,  that  in  every  Department  such  histories  are  used  in  the  schools 
as  properly  reflect  the  spirit  of  truth  and  loyalty  and  justly  record 
the  services  of  our  Comrades,  the  Soldier  Citizens  of  our  land. 
To  this  end  I  heartily  commend  the  work  of  the  Departments  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Indiana,  and  congratulate  them  on  the  good  re- 
sults obtained,  and  recommend  that  the  work  be  taken  up  in  all 
Departments,  and  suggest  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on 
School  Histories,  who  will  supervise  the  work  and  report  the  re- 
sults to  the  next  National  Encampment. 


MILITARY   INSTRUCTION    IN   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

The  report  of  Comrade  Henry  H.  Adams,  Special  Aide  in 
Charge  of  Military  Instruction  in  Public  Schools,  shows  that  great 
interest  is  being  created  in  that  branch  of  our  work,  and  I  direct 
5  -G.  A.  R. 
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your  attention  to  his  interesting  report  on  the  subject.  I  believe 
that  this  work  should  be  vigorously  prosecuted. 

The  report  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General  covers  all  decisions 
and  opinions  that  have  been  rendered  during  the  year. 

The  Committees  on  Picket  Posts,  Sons  of  Veterans,  In  Mem- 
ory of  Loyal  Women  of  the  War,  Revision  of  Service  Book,  Ex- 
penses Attending  Memorial  Day  in  the  South,  and  on  Legislation, 
will  all  submit  reports  to  this  Encampment  for  its  action,  and  to 
which  I  direet  your  earnest  attention. 

ARCHIVES    AT    PHILADELPHIA. 

By  direction  of  the  last  National  Encampment,  I  visited  Phil- 
adelphia and  appointed  a  Custodian  to  take  charge  of  the  archives 
of  our  Order,  arranged  for  the  necessary  cases  and  shelving  for  the 
rooms  set  apart  in  Independence  Hall,  and  appointed  a  Board  of 
Survey  to  examine  and  destroy  useless  papers.  Comrade  J.  Henry 
Holcomb  was  appointed  Custodian  at  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars  per 
month.  He  has  carefully  tabulated  and  filed  all  papers  that  have 
been  accumulating  at  National  Headquarters  for  years.  Comrade 
Holcomb  took  charge  of  the  matter  on  the  20th  of  January  and 
makes  report  of  the  work  already  accomplished. 

In  connection  with  this  ofSce  of  Custodian  of  Archives,  I  be- 
lieve that  it  would  prove  beneficial  to  the  work  at  National  Head- 
quarters, and  make  quite  a  saving,  if  the  oflfices  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  and  Quartermaster-General  were  consolidated,  and  sup- 
plies issued  by  the  Custodian  of  Records  at  Philadelphia,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Adjutant- General,  as  most  of  our  supplies  are 
manufactured  there.  He  could  do  this  for  the  salary  now  paid, 
and  the  duties  of  the  Adjutant-General  would  not  be  materially  in- 
creased by  the  change. 

PATRIOTISM. 

We  meet  to-day  in  a  true  spirit  of  Fraternity,  Charity  and 
Loyalty.  These  annual  gatherings  of  the  men  who  rendered  loyal, 
devoted  and  patriotic  services  to  their  country  in  its  hour  of  peril, 
gives  renewed  strength  to  patriotism,  tends  to  elevate  and  adorn 
our  national  character  and  makes  us  stronger  each  succeeding  year. 
We  meet  with  no  desire  to  boast  of  our  cervices  in  the  past.     We 
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were  citizens  before  we  became  soldiers,  and  volunteered  at  the  call 
of  our  imperiled  Nation,  that  we  might  fulfill  the  highest  duties  of 
citizenship,  and  the  lessons  we  learned  amidst  the  storm  of  battle 
made  U8  more  mindful  of  our  duties  as  citizens.  The  men  who 
saved  the  Nation  can  be  depended  upon  to  defend  its  integrity  and 
honor  when  assailed.  The  Grand  Army  stands  for  the  rights  ot 
property  and  the  supremacy  of  the  laws.  It  stands  for  law,  and 
order,  and  justice,  everywhere  and  at  all  times. 

Comrades,  the  trumpet  of  God  is  sounding.  It  is  not  the 
bugle  call  to  battle.  The  roar  of  cannon  and  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry have  ceased.  The  sabre  and  the  bayonet  flash  only  on 
parade.  The  bivouac,  the  camp,  the  march  are  only  a  dream. 
The  battalions  hear  no  more  the  hoarse,  **  Forward.'*  The  shat- 
tered and  glorious  banners  which  you  followed  are  carefully  folded 
in  legislative  halls.  The  grass  grows  green  over  the  soldier's 
lonely  grave,  and  the  bitter  moans  of  sorrow  mellow  into  a  song  of 
sadness.  The  conflict  of  arms  is  over,  but  not  the  conflict  of 
ideas,  nor  the  trials  of  the  people.  The  field  is  changed,  and  now 
in  the  workshop,  the  home  and  at  the  Capitol,  through  the  press 
and  on  the  platform  we  must  insist  upon  the  maintenance  of  law 
and  order  for  which  our  comrades  so  nobly  fought  and  so  bravely 
died.  We  are  called  upon  by  the  sacred  memories  of  the  past,  in 
view  of  our  needs  and  auspicious  hopes,  to  cherish  a  lofty  faith 
in  the  Republic.  We  must  have  courage  to  meet  our  difliculties. 
We  must  remember  that  we  have  outgrown  the  past  and  that  we 
have  entered  upon  a  new  and  higher  national  life.  There  need  be 
no  rancor  nor  needless  recrimination.  We  must  be  inspired  by 
hope.  We  must  stand  together.  We  must  forgive  and  forget. 
We  must  rub  out  old  animosities  and  take  fresh,  unstained  parch- 
ment, fit  to  receive  the  ideas  and  lessons  of  later  times.  We  must 
carry  hopeful  hearts  and  cheerful  brows.  We  must  till  the  veins 
of  education  and  the  organizations  of  industry  with  the  spirit  of 
liberty  regulated  by  law.  We  must  mould  the  life  of  the  Nation 
by  the  force  of  great  moral  ideas,  and  rule  through  the  royalty  ot 
principle,  which  can  never  be  discrowned. 

IN  MEMORIAM. 

Comrades,  it  is  fitting,  ere  we  enter  upon  the  duties  of  another 
year,  to  pause  upon  its  threshold,  and,  with  one  more  backward 
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glance,  take  leave  of  those  who  have  thus  far  accompanied  us  on 
our  march.  Many  who  one  year  ago  answered  to  the  roll-call,  hold 
their  Encampment  to-day  in  the  halls  of  heroes  in  Valhalla,  with 
Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan,  Thomas,  and  Logan.  As  we 
run  our  eye  over  the  old  roster,  now  dimmed  with  age  ajid  burnt 
with  tears,  we  sadly  realize  how  ''many  a  star  has  shed  its  fatal  ray 
upon  those  we've  loved  long  since,  and  lost  awhile."  Few  posts 
have  escaped  the  invasion  of  the  Great  Conqueror,  and  to  many 
of  us  He  has  come  very  close  and  torn  from  us  those  to  whom  we 
were  bound  by  close  encircling  bands.  More  than  seven  thousand 
of  our  number,  within  the  short  twelve  months,  have  crossed  the 
star-lit  line,  and  ere  another  Encampment  assembles,  some  in  this 
presence  will  join  their  Comrades  on  eternal  camping  grounds. 
National,  Department  and  Post  officers  have  often  been  called  upon 
to  perform  the  last  sad  rites  over  their  fallen  Comrades,  and  with 
the  simple  bronze  badge  upon  their  breast,  they  have  laid  them 
away  upon  their  shields.  I  speak  of  many — you  are  thinking  of 
one.  Long  had  he  served  you  and  his  State  and  Nation  faithfully ; 
long  had  his  firm,  quiet  character  been  a  positive  factor  in  public 
affairs.  You  learned  to  love  him,  you  learned  to  trust  him,  you 
raised  him  to  that  high  position  for  which  he  was  so  fitted.  In  the 
midst  of  his  usefulness,  the  Supreme  Commander  summoned  him 
to  a  higher  service.  Death  came  suddenly,  and  you  laid  him  away 
at  Madison  amid  the  flowers  moistened  by  the  tears  of  many  friends. 
But,  Comrades,  he  is  not  dead.  A  Patriot  never  dies !  His  spirit 
moves  among  us  to-day  I  We  see  him  not,  but  the  inner  soul 
catches  the  sound  of  his  voice  as  in  years  agone.  He  comes  not  to 
claim  his  wonted  place,  but  in  our  hearts  he  asserts  his  rights,  and 
while  to-day  we  deliberate  for  the  welfare  of  his  Comrades,  may 
we  still  give  heed  to  the  guiding  counsel  of  our  departed  but  ever- 
living  friend  and  Comrade — Lucius  Fairchild. 

Another  face  and  familiar  form  will  be  greatly  missed  in  our 
Council,  that  of  Comrade  Robert  H.  Cochran,  of  Toledo,  O.,  for 
years  a  member  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration,  and  of 
its  Executive  Committee.  He  was  a  faithful  worker,  and  in  his 
death  I  feel  the  personal  loss  of  a  dear  friend. 

Comrades,  our  work  for  this  year  is  nearly  completed,  and  in 
returning  to  you,  unimpaired,  the  trust  your  suffrages  imposed,  I 
desire  to  express  my  profound  sense  of  appreciation.     I  hope  that 
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my  efforts  in  behalf  of  our  great  organization  have  not  been  in  vain, 
but  that  some  lasting  good  has  been  accomplished.  Permit  me  to 
again  thank  you  for  one  of  the  greatest  honors  of  my  life,  second 
only  to  that  of  being  permitted  to  stand  by  your  side  in  defending 
our  country  in  its  hour  of  peril,  which  service  made  it  possible  for 
me  to  become  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
When  your  duty  here  is  performed  and  you  return  to  your  several 
homes,  may  you  each  and  all,  be  constantly  under  the  guardian 
care  of  Him  who  shielded  you  in  the  hot  flame  of  battle,  and 
finally,  may  each  one  of  you  hear  from  the  lips  of  the  Supreme 
Commander  the  ''Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF. 


Office  of  the  Senior  Vice-CV>mmani>br-in-Chief, 
Orand  Army  of  the  REPrBLic, 

(iREENSBURt;,  Ky.,  J  Illy  U,  ISDB. 

Irvin  Robbins, 

AdjutantrGenercd,  0,  A,  R.: 

Dear  Sir  and  Comrade : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  report  as  Senior  Vice- 
Cora  mander-in-Chief,  G.  A.  R.,  and  of  my  official  work  for  the 
g<x)d  of  the  Order  during  my  term  of  office.  Your  letter  of 
March  8th  was  duly  received,  asking  me  if  it  would  be  possible  for 
me  to  attend  some  of  the  Encampments  which  were  to  be  held  in 
the  South — Georgia  on  March  28,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennes- 
see and  Alabama,  the  dates  of  which  had  not  been  fixed.  I  re- 
gretted very  much  that  my  condition  at  that  time  prevented  me 
from  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  Gom mander-in-Chief,  as  it 
would  have  been  to  me  a  very  great  pleasure,  but  I  was  at  that 
time  suffering  very  greatly  from  old  wounds  received  during  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion.  I  have,  however,  not  been  idle  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties  in  laboring  for  the  welfare  of  the  Comrades  and  the 
advancement  of  our  beloved  and  patriotic  Order.  During  the 
past  fall  and  spring  months  1  attended  many  reunions  held  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Kentucky  and  the  Department  Encampment  at 
Somerset.  I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  a  large  number 
of  old  soldiers  and  citizens  on  Memorial  Day,  and  am  very  much 
gratified  to  say  that  very  great  interest  and  good  feeling  is  mani- 
fested by  all  classes  of  citizens  at  every  recurrence  of  our  memorial 
services  in  doing  honor  to  our  noble  dead  Comrades,  and  wherever 
I  have  gone  I  have  been  the  recipient  of  many  courtesies  and  can 
bear  testimony  to  the  fraternity  and  comradeship  that  everywhere 
marked  the  nobleness  of  the  character  of  our  Comrades  in  the 
Order. 

Appreciating  very  highly  the  honor  that  the  Comrades  conferred 
upon  me  at  the  Twenty-ninth  National  Encampment,  I  am,  sir, 
Fraternally  yours, 

E.  H.  HOBSON, 
Sejiiar  Vice- Goynmander-in- Chief, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF. 


PoMEROY,  Wash.,  July  18,  1896. 

Irvin  R0BBIN8, 

Adjutant- General f  G,  A.  K., 

Indianapolis  f  Ind.  : 
Dear  Sir  and  Comrade: 

CommaD(ier-in-Chief  Walker  assigned  me  no  duties  to  perform , 
consequently  I  was  left  on  my  own  resources  as  to  what  I  should 
do.  I  was  kindly  invited  by  the  Department  Commander  of  the 
Department  of  Montana  to  visit  the  Annual  Encampment  of  that 
Department,  held  at  Bozeman,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  this 
Encampment  was  held  at  a  time  when  court  was  in  session  at  this 
place,  I  was  unable  to  attend. 

I  visited  the  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Department  of  Idaho, 
held  at  Lewiston  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  June,  where  I  was  wel- 
comed by  that  enthusiastic  Department.  I  also  visited  the  Annual 
Encampment  W.  R.  C.  of  the  Department  of  Idaho,  at  the  same 
time,  held  at  the  same  place,  and  though  the  hard  times  kept  many 
an  old  comrade  from  attending  this  Encampment,  still,  it  was  fairly 
well  attended,  and  all  the  comrades  were  enthusiastic  in  supporting 
and  maintaining  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Their  auxil- 
iary, the  W.  R.  C,  was  also  an  enthusiastic  body  of  ladies,  who 
showed  great  energy  in  aiding  and  assisting  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Army. 

On  the  17th,  18th  and  19th  of  June  I  visited  the  Department 
Encampment  of  Washington  and  Alaska,  held  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 
I  also  made  a  visit  to  the  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  of  this  Department,  and  also  to  the  Annual  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  this  Department.  I  found  great 
enthusiasm  in  all  of  these  various  bodies. 
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The  citizens  of  Lewiston,  Idaho,  vied  with  each  other  in  making 
the  Department  Encampment  of  Idaho  and  the  Annual  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  a  success,  and  the  citizens  of 
Tacoma,  in  large  numbers,  turned  out  in  the  parade,  and  showed 
their  loyalty  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  many  other 
ways.  Though  each  year  shows  that  the  old  soldier  is  growing 
older,  yet  at  these  Annual  Encampments  he  shows  that  he  can  still 
step  lightly  to  martial  music,  and  at  Tacoma  not  less  than  500  old 
soldiers  participated  in  the  annual  parade. 

During  the  year  I  visited  a  number  of  camp  fires  and  also  visited 
a  number  of  camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans. 

Distance  is  so  great  in  this  section  of  the  country  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  do  more  without  having  matters  more  systemat- 
ically arranged  for  such  visits  than  the  irregular  time  that  the 
various  encampments  and  posts  have  for  their  regular  meetings. 
To  have  done  more  would  have  kept  me  from  my  business  more 
than  I  could  spare. 

Not  unmindful  of  the  great  honor  conferred  on  me  by  the 
national  encampment  in  confiding  this  trust  to  me  and  assuring  my 
comrades  that  my  loyalty  and  zeal  shall  not  wane  in  the  cause  of  the 
Grand  Army,  I  am. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

S.  G.  C08GR0VE, 

Junior  Vice-Commaiider-in-Chief. 
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REPORT  OF  SURGEON-GENERAL 


Janesville,  Wis.,  Aug.  15,  1896. 
I.  N.  Walker, 

Gommander'in'Chiefy  Grand  Army  of  the  Repvhlic: 

My  Dear  Comrade : 

In  making  my  annual  report  you  will  permit  me  to  say  that 
I  am  greatly  embarrassed  by  the  non-receipt  of  reports  from  a  large 
number  of  the  Medical  Directors  of  the  various  Departments. 

I  need  not  attempt  to  account  for  this,  as  the  same  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  by  my  predecessors,  and  none  of  them  have 
been  able  to  find  sufficient  reason  for  .non-compliance  with  instruc- 
tions from  headquarters. 

Making  the  reports  that  have  reached  me  the  basis  of  opinion 
I  believe  this  Department  of  the  Grand  Army  is  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  it  was  when  my  predecessor  made  his  report. 

But  we  are  compelled  to  take  cognizance  of  the  fact  that  our 
advanced  age  furnishes  us  ready  excuse  for  any  seeming  neglect  of 
duty.  To  this  reason,  I  largely  ascribe  the  fact  that  Post  Surgeons 
and  Medical  Directors  delay  their  reports. 

While  Medical  Director  of  the  Department  of  Wisconsin  I 
learned  that  much  misapprehension  existed  in  the  matter  of  what 
constituted  a  ^'term."  Some  Posts  ended  the  term  with  the  date  of 
closing  their  reports,  many  seem  to  have  no  definite  idea  of  the 
significance  of  the  word  "term.'*  Hence  I  recommended  to  the 
Department  that'  the  ^^term"  should  end  with  the  calendar 
year,  and  that  only  one  report  be  required  for  the  year,  ending 
December  t31  always.  This  I  believed  would  simplify  the  matter, 
and  would  insure  from  the  Posts  more  prompt  and  reliable  reports. 

Under  the  efficient  work  at  Department  Headquarters  a  new 
blank  was  formulated,  which  has  resulted  in  an  improved  service 
in  the  Department  of  Wisconsin. 

In  order  to  secure  uniformity  I  respectfully  recommend  that  all 
blanks  be  furnished  by  Headquarters,  not  only  the  blanks  issued 
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to  Medical  Directore,  but  also  those  used  by  the  individual  Posts 
in  each  and  every  Department.  In  this  way  only  can  uniformity 
and  reasonable  accuracy  be  assured. 

In  order  to  proceed  intelligently  along  the  line  here  indicated, 
I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Council  of  Administration 
determine  the  form  of  blanks  to  be  used,  and  certify  the  same  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  when  such  blanks  are  printed  and 
issued  the  Medical  Director  shall  supply  each  and  every  Post  within 
his  jurisdiction  with  the  proper  blank.  Until  some  measures  are 
adopted  to  secure  better  results  the  oflBce  of  Post  Surgeon  might 
well  be  abolished. 

The  following  Departments  have  reported  to  this  office,  to  wit : 
California  and  Nevada,  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Florida, 
Iowa,  Idaho,  Kentucky,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  Montana,  New 
Jersey,  Wisconsin,  Washington  and  Alaska.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
that  from  the  45  Departments  only  17  reports  have  been  received. 
Some  of  these  are  annual,  some  semiannual  and  some  indefinite  as 
to  time.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  no  compilation  of  these 
reports  can  be  made  that  will  be  of  the  least  practical  value  from 
a  statistical  standpoint,  and  I  shall  not  attempt  it  unless  under  ex- 
press mandate  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

What  Past  Adjutant-General  Jones  says  in  his  report  concern- 
ing blanks  in  general  is  equally  applicable  to  blanks  for  use  in  the 
Medical  Department,  and  I  most  heartily  concur  in  his  recom- 
mendation. In  some  way  let  our  blanks  be  simplified  and  made 
uniform.  My  predecessor,  ex-Surgeon-General  Weeks,  in  his  very 
able  report,  called  attention  to  this  matter,  and  I  trust  it  will  not 
be  forgotten  or  neglected. 

The  Departments  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode 
Isfand,  South  Dakota,  Florida,  Idaho,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi, 
Iowa  and  Washington  and  Alaska,  show  an  expenditure  for  chari- 
table purposes  of  $7,445.99,  Maine  leading  with  a  report  of 
$3,428.97  and  Washington  and  Alaska  following  with  $1,684. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  heart  is  kept  warm  and  the  palm 
wide  open  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  old  soldier,  whose  advanced 
years  and  declining  strength  render  him  unable  to  supply  his  needs. 
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It  is  believed  that  the  other  Departments  have  contributed  gener- 
ously for  the  relief  of  their  Comrades,  but  have  neglected  to  make 
report 

Among  all  the  organized  associations  for  the  relief  of  soldiers 
and  their  families,  none  is  entitled  to  greater  credit  than  the 
**  Woman's  Relief  Corps,"  not  simply  by  reason  of  the  generous 
amount  expended  by  them,  but  because  of  the  warm  hearts  and 
willing  hands  they  put  into  the  work.  The  names  of  these  women 
will  go  down  into  history,  and  their  deeds  will  be  told  in  song  and 
story,  long  after  the  last  veteran  soldier  shall  have  been  laid  to 
his  rent. 

The  condition  of  the  various  **  Homes,"  National  and  State, 
is  believed  to  be,  in  the  main,  satisfactory,  but  the  ample  report  of 
the  Inspector-Geueral  renders  any  detail  in  this  report  superfluous. 

The  mortuary  reports  are  too  meagre  to  be  of  value.  Thirteen 
Departments  report  908  deaths.  Taking  this  as  a  basis,  the  deaths 
iu  the  entire  jurisdiction  would  be  about  3,000,  but  it  is  presumed 
that  the  Adjutant-GeneraFs  report  will  show  a  much  greater  deple- 
tion in  the  ranks  of  the  old  boys. 

The  number  of  Posts  in  operation  in  all  the  Departments  is 
7,245,  of  these  only  779  have  reported  to  their  respective  Medical 
Directors.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Adju- 
tants of  the  various  Departments  have  been  more  successful,  if  so, 
the  Grand  Encampment,  through  the  Adjutant-General,  will  be  in 
possession  of  statistical  information  which  this  office  is  not  able  to 
give. 

While  I  am  deeply  chagrined  at  the  meagerness  of  my  report, 
in  the  matter  of  statistics,  I  do  not  despair  of  an  improved  service 
in  the  future.  There  certainly  is  no  sufficient  reason  why  the 
Medical  Director  should  not  receive  reports  from  the  Posts  in  his 
Department  as  promptly  and  accurately  as  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General.  As  an  important  factor  in  this  matter,  will  you  pardon 
me  if  I  repeat  that  in  my  judgment,  all  blanks  used  must  be  uni- 
form, and  to  secure  uniformity  they  must  be  issued  from  Head- 
quarters. 

A  word  in  conclusion : 

Boys,  I  profoundly  appreciate  the  honor  you  conferred  upon 
me  at  the  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Encampment,  and  in  many  ways 
I  have  enjoyed  my  official  intercourse  with  you. 
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I  have  felt  myself  in  touch  with  the  remnant  of  the  grandest 
army  the  world  ever  saw.  **  Grand  in  the  field,  grander  still 
when  flushed  with  victory  it  put  off  the  panoply  of  war  and  re- 
turned again  to  the  peaceful  vocations  of  the  citizen." 

The  years  pasa  all  too  quickly  for  the  work  we  have  to  do.  Our 
faces  have  long  been  turned  sharply  toward  the  setting  sun.  Many 
of  us  are  moving  in  the  twilight  and  are  so  near  the  Divide  that 
we  are  almost  able  to  catch  glimpses  of  the  Beyond.  So,  Boys, 
till  we  meet,  farewell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Whiting, 
Surgeon-Generaly  G.  A,  R. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


GRAND   ARMY   OF  THE   REPUBLIC.  77 


REPORT  OF  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 


Office  of  Chapi.ain-in-Chief, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  August  10,  1896. 
Irvin  Robbins, 

Adjutant'Generaly  O,  A,  R, : 

Dear  Comrade: 

I  have  the  honor  to  eubmit  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment,  the 
report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief. 

My  predecessor,  Rev.  Dr.  Haggerty,  had  done  his  work  so 
well,  and  had  put  such  honor  and  dignity  upon  the  office  by  his 
sincere  devotion,  that  I  met  no  embarrassment  at  the  beginning, 
and  have  found  nothing  but  pleasure  in  the  office  throughout  the 
entire  year. 

I  have  received  reports  of  Department  Chaplains  from  Maine 
to  Montana,  and  from  Minnesota  to  Louisiana.  I  regret  to  say, 
however,  that  many  of  the  Department  Chaplains  have  been  slow, 
and  others  have  failed  altogether  in  forwarding  reports.  The  blank 
forms  now  furnished  by  the  Adjutant  General  make  the  duty  a 
light  one,  but  I  presume  the  embarrassment  grows  out  of  the  failure 
of  Po8t  Chaplains  to  forward  their  reports  to  Department  Chap- 
lains. 

From  the  reports  received  from  all  parts  of  the  country  I  am 
pleased  to  record  a  few  &cts : 

1.  Increasing  respect  shown  the  old  soldiers.  As  the  years 
carry  us  farther  away  from  Sumpter  and  Appomattox  the  hearts  of 
the  children  of  the  Republic  warm  more  and  more  toward  the  vet- 
erans who  fought  the  battles  of '61-65. 

2.  The  honor  cheerfully  placed  upon  the  memory  of  our 
Comrades  who  went  to  battle  and  returned  not,  or  have  fallen  out 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


78  THIRTIETH   NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENT 

of  the  ranks  since  the  war  closed.  With  the  coming  of  Memorial 
Day  the  multitudes  increase,  as  the  years  go  by,  who  bear  the 
choicest  flowers  and  the  most  grateful  tears  to  the  graves  of  our 
fallen  Comrades.  The  sacredness  with  which  the  day  is  held  by 
the  people  is  most  gratifying.  Business  is  generally  suspended, 
and  an  increasing  sentiment  is  growing  throughout  the  country 
against  the  desecration  of  the  day  by  improper  amusements  and 
excursions.  From  observation  and  reports  I  am  strongly  impressed 
that  patriotism  still  lives  and  the  Republic  is  safe. 

I  attended  a  few  State  Encampments,  and  everywhere  was  re- 
ceived cordially,  and  invited  to  address  Reunions,  Women's  Relief 
Corps,  and  kindred  orders 

The  most  satisfactory  part  of  my  work  has  been  to  visit  the 
aged,  the  infirm,  and  the  dying  Comrade,  and  seek  to  comfort  and 
cheer  him  on  his  last  march. 

My  relations  with  Commander-iii-Chief  Walker,  Adjutant- 
General  Robbins,  and  other  staff  officers,  have  been  very  pleasant. 

Department  Chaplains  also  deserve  recognition  for  their  kind- 
ness and  helpfulness. 

In  closing  this  brief  report,  permit  me  to  say  that  the  honor 
received  at  Louisville  a  year  ago  is  the  highest  and  most  sacred 
that  has  ever  come  to  me.  Gladly  would  I  serve  such  a  brave  and 
noble  body  of  Brother  Comrades  the  rest  of  my  days ;  but  I  cheer- 
fully step  aside  and  take  my  place  in  the  ranks. 

Obediently  submitted  in  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty, 

Thomas  C.  Iliff, 

Cliaplain-in-  Ch  lef. 
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REPORT  OF  ADJUTANT-GENERAL 


HEAJKiUARTERS  GrAND  ArMY  OP  THE  REPUBLIC, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  1,  1896. 
I.  N.  Walker, 

Commajuier'inrChief  of  tlie  Grand  Army  of  Hie  RepvUie: 

My  Dear  Sir  arid  Comrade : 

After  many  years  of  intimate  association  in  fraternal  labors,  I 
tender  you  ray  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  and  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  my  appointment  as  your  Adjutant-General.  I  have  used 
my  utmost  energy  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Comrades  every- 
where, and  with  very  few  exceptions  I  believe  that  I  have  been 
successful.  My  efforts  have  met  with  hearty  co-operation  and 
courtesy  I  trust  that  the  records  of  the  year  will  be  found  satis- 
factory to  all.  I  respectfully  submit  this  report  of  the  business  of 
my  office  from  September  14,  1895,  to  this  date. 

The  report  of  my  predecessor  to  the  Twenty-ninth  National 
Encampment  showed  that  on  June  30,  1895,  our  membership  in 
good  standing  was  357,639,  distributed  among  7,303  Posts,  with 
49,600  members  on  the  suspended  list,  making  a  total  of  407,239 
on  the  rolls.  From  Exhibit  A  it  will  be  seen  that  on  June  30, 
1896,  there  were  7,302  Posts,  containing  340,610  Comrades  in  good 
standing,  with  42,561  carried  on  the  rolls  as  suspended.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  the  last  report  shows  **lost  by  delinquent  reports,"  or 
the  failure  of  Posts  to  report  at  all,  2,285,  making  a  grand  total  on 
the  rolls  of  385,456.  The  following  shows  the  gains  and  losses  for 
the  official  year : 

recapitulation  . 

Members  in  good  standing  June  30,  1895 3r)7,(i3y 

(iain  by  muster  in 13,4r>7 

Gain  by  transfer 5,41S 

Gain  by  reinstatement 13,(H>o 

Ciain  from  delinqnent  reports 4,901 

Total  gain 3(;,SS1 

Aggregate 3^4,5*20 
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Loss  by  death 7,293 

Loss  by  honorable  discharge  1,283 

Loss  by  transfer 5,912 

Loss  by  suspension 28,033 

Loss  by  dishonorable  discharge 154 

Loss  by  delinquent  reports 1 1,2.35 


Total  loss. 


Members  remaining  in  good  standing 
Members  remaining  suspended , 


Total  borne  on  the  Rolls. 


53,910 

340,()10 
42,501 

383,171 


The  following  table  showing  comparisons  of  the  death  rate  for 
the  past  eleven  years,  also  percentage  as  to  membership  is  pub- 
lished for  information  of  comrades: 


Loss  by  death  for  year  ending  March  31,  1880 3,020 

''  "  31,1887 3,400 

**  31,1888 4,433 

June  30,  1889 4,090 

"  30,1890 5,470 

"  "  30,  1891 5,905 

*'  30,1892.. 0,404 

"  30,  1893 7,002 

"  30,  1894 7,283 

''  30,  1895 7,308 

"  30,1890 7,293 


PKR 
CENT. 

0.93 
0.95 
1.18 
1.18 
1.:J3 
1.40 
1.01 
1.7S 
1.97 
2.00 
2.21 


EXPENDED   IN  CHARITY. 

For  six  months  ending  Dec.  31,  1895 $105,559.07 

•*     *'         "  "       June  30,  1890 100,380.31 

Total  for  year $211,949.98 

This  exhibit  must  be  very  gratifying  to  all  of  us  as  it  shows  an 
increase  of  $12,000  expended  in  charity  over  the  preceding  year, 
notwithstanding  a  decrease  in  membership.  As  a  continuation  of 
the  labors  of  my  predecessors  the  following  table  is  submitted, 
showing  the  total  membership  bf  the  Grand  Army  from  1878  to 
the  present  year,  on  March  31  up  to  1891  and  on  June  30  since 
then : 
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MRMBKIiS.  MRMBRRS. 

1878 81,016  1888 372,960 

1879 44,752  1889 397,974 

1880 60,634  1890 409,489 

1881 85,856  1891 407,781 

1882 134,701  1892 399,880 

1883 215,446  1893 ' 397,223 

1884 273,168  1894 369,083 

1885 294,787  1895 357,639 

1886 323,571  1896 340,610 

1887 355,916 

I  do  uot  suppose  that  aDj  recommendation  that  I  could  make 
would  produce  any  radical  change  in  the  business  methods  of  the 
several  PosU  and  Departments;  still  I  can  not  refrain  from  saying 
that  when  a  Post  has  a  good  Adjutant  or  Quartermaster,  they 
should  be  retained  from  year  to  year,  and  when  a  Department  has 
a  competent  Assistant  Adjutant- General  or  Assistant  Quarter- 
master-General, they  should  be  encouraged  to  perfect  themselves 
in  their  duties  by  a  permanency  thereof.  Where  this  policy  has 
prevailed,  my  observation  teaches  me  that  it  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  Posts  or  Departments.  The  reports  have  been  more 
accurate  and  promptly  forwarded  in  these  cases,  and,  as  every  sol- 
dier is  aware,  promptness  and  correctness  are  the  great  require- 
ments in  the  field  and  in  the  office.  Those  Departments  that  have 
consolidated  the  offices  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Assist- 
ant Quartermaster-General  have  solved  a  large  part  of  the  diffi- 
culty in  running  a  Department,  and  have  saved  considerable  in 
the  expenses.  Looking  at  the  question  of  simplifying  the  duties 
of  the  offices  referred  to,  and  relying  upon  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  on  Blanks  to  the  last  National  Encamp- 
ment, I  have  issued  a  new  form  **A"  and  **B,''  consolidated  on  a 
single  sheet,  whereby  the  Assistant  Adjutant- General  is  certain  of 
receiving  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  and  (Quartermaster  of  a  Post 
at  the  same  time,  and  also  of  receiving  reports  that  agree  with 
each  other  and  with  the  preceding  report.  I  am  assured  by  the 
Assistant  Adjutanta-General  that  these  blanks  have  been  beneficial. 
In  accordance  with  the  same  idea,  and  knowing  that  National 
Headquarters  did  not  need  the  detailed  reports  of  every  Post  in 
the  Order,  which  were  often  imperfectly  reported  by  the  Assist- 
ant Adjutant- General,  I  issued  a  new  blank,  form  **C,"  which  is 

6— (4.  A.  R. 
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a  consolidated  report  from  the  Aesiatant  Adjutants-General,  and 
Assistant  Quartermasters-General  to  the  Adjutant- General  of  the 
condition  of  each  Department  semi-annually.  This  form  has  sub- 
stantially lessened  the  labors  at  Department  headquarters  and  en- 
ables them  to  transmit  reports  more  promptly  and  accurately. 
This  form  gives  all  of  the  data  necessary  for  the  Adjutant-General 
to  possess,  and  it  is  in  such  shape  that  it  is  more  accessible.  I 
have  had  some  trouble  with  some  of  my  Comrade  Adjutants  in  re- 
gard to  one  line  in  these  reports,  which,  however,  is  a  copy  of 
former  blainks,  and  I  recommend  this  Encampment  to  decide  by 
resolution,  in  line  with  the  following  statement  of  my  opinion  of 
the  proper  way  to  fill  out  this  blank.  The  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  in  stating  the  **  gains  from  delinquent  reports,"  should 
give  the  difference  between  the  number  he  set  down  in  his  last  re- 
port "  in  good  standing,"  for  any  Post  whose  report  had  not  been 
received  by  him  in  time  for  his  report  to  the  Adjutant  General  and 
the  actual  number  reported  by  said  Post,  when  its  delayed  report 
is  afterwards  received  by  him.  Again,  in  the  line,  "lost  by  de- 
linquent reports,"  he  should  deduct  the  difference  between  the 
number  he  had  set  down  ''in  good  standing"  in  his  tabulation  for 
any  Post  that  had  not  reported  in  time,  as  above  stated,  when  he 
finally  receives  its  report.  My  view  of  these  lines  is  that  this  is 
the  only  interpretation  that  can  be  given  to  them.  Some  of  the 
Assistant  Adjutants-General  have  claimed  that  when  they  had  not 
received  the  report  of  a  Post  or  Posts  in  time  to  include  it  in  their 
semi-annual  report  to  the  Adjutant- General  that  they  had  the 
right  to  deduct  the  whole  membership  of  that  Post,  or  of  forty 
Posts,  if  that  many  were  delinquent,  from  the  report  of  those  in 
good  standing.  My  interpretation  of  Rules  and  Regulations  is  that 
no  Comrade  can  be  suspended  from  a  Post  except  on  notice  and 
ballot  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  by  a  parity  of  reasoning  no  Post 
can  be  bodily  suspended  except  on  due  notice  requiring  it  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Council  of  Administration  and  the  action  of  the 
Council  suspending  it  being  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
and  until  this  has  been  done  every  Post  must  be  considered  to  be 
in  good  standing,  and  the  number  of  its  members  in  good  standing 
must  be  obtained  from  the  last  report  received  from  it.  On  no 
other  theory  can  the  reports  and  condition  of  our  Order  be  main- 
tained.    I  have  been  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  lessening  the 
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labors  and  expenses  in  all  Departments  of  our  Order.  In  view  of 
that  idea  I  believe  that  the  offices  of  the  Adjutant-General  and 
(iuartermaster-General  should  be  consolidated  and  that  all  blanks 
should  be  issued  from  Headquarters,  and  that  the  other  supplies  for 
Departments,  which  are  principally  manufactured  in  Philadelphia, 
should  be  issued  by  the  Custodian  of  Records  in  that  city  on  the 
order  of  the  Adjutant-General.  This  would  decrease  correspond- 
ence and  increase  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  business.  The 
labors  of  my  office  have  been  incessant  and  of  almost  universal  va- 
riety. Hundreds  of  questions  on  Rules  and  Regulations  have  been 
decided  and  thousands  of  queries  answered  with  pleasure.  Two 
editions  of  Rules  and  Regulations  have  been  issued,  amounting  to 
11,000  copies,  containing  all  the  amendments.  The  total  printed 
and  written  matter  sent  out  has  amounted  to  over  250,000  pieces. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Robert  B.  Beath  has.  at  your  re- 
quest, prepared  an  entirely  new  edition  of  the  Blue  Book,  which 
has  entailed  upon  him  an  immense  amount  of  labor  that  no  other 
Comrade  could  have  performed  as  well.  During  the  present  year 
Comrade  Beath  has  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Custodian  of  Records 
a  large  number  of  books  containing  reports  of  National  and  De- 
partment Encampments  and  other  meetings  pertaining  to  Grand 
Army  matters,  which  is,  without  doubt,  the  most  complete  edition 
in  existence  and  will  prove  of  inestimable  value  to  the  historian  of 
the  future.  He  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Comrades  for 
his  continued  labors  of  love  for  our  Order. 

I  have  shipped  to  Comrade  J.  Henry  Holcombe,  Custodian  of 
Records  at  Philadelphia,  all  of  the  superfluous  documents  that  were 
in  ray  possession  and  am  now  prepared  to  turn  over  to  my  succes- 
sor such  papers  and  documents  only  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
proper  carrying  on  of  the  business  of  this  office.  I  have  had  bound 
the  proceedings  of  the  several  Department  Encampments  for  1895. 
The  library  of  the  Adjutant-Generars  office  now  comprises  a  com- 
plete record  of  the  National  and  Department  history  as  far  as  it  is 
possible  to  be  obtained. 

In  closing  the  business  of  the  year,  I  desire  to  tender  my 
thanks  to  all  of  the  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
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and  to  the  members  of  kindred  organizations  that  have  been  so 
kind  to  me. 

•   Very  truly  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 


\ 


Adjviantr  General. 


EXHIBIT  A. 


DEPARTMENTS. 


Junk  30,  \mh. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansa.4 

California  and  Nevada 

Colorado  and  Wyouiing: ... 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Florida 

(leorjfia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory .... 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts  

Michigan 

MinneFota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire  

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico  

New  York 

North  Dakota  

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode  Island 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee  

Texas 

I'tah 

Vermont 

Virginia  and  N. Carolina- 
Washington  and  Alaska... 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


Posts.    I  Memb's. 


Dkckmrkb81,1895. 


13 
9 

47 
105 

54 

70 

21 

24 

12 

11 
.'■)76 
500 

11 
438 
425 
179 
122 
1*?6 

51 
211 
302 
186 
4a) 

19 
271 

92 
114 

12  i 
<S0 

:35 

(>S9 

24 

59 
627 

19 

20 

I  < 

91 

37 

5 

113 

53 

5S 

59 
274 


243 

273 

704 

5,077 

2,181 

0,40:'. 

78V> 

550 

450 

25S 

27,4,^)0 

21/j77 

237 

10,704 

15  355 

5Atl 

1,129 

H.910 

3,2\>3 

22,804 

10,i»51 

7.«i8;i 

10,401 

517 

7,800 

4/)9;5 

7  221 

'193 

38,<':W> 

573 

a),0Ol 

870 

1,8.S4 

4:^,213 
:{,320 
2/)08 
2,1.3.8 
2,^*24 
1,001^ 
182 
5,001 

i,4r^» 

2,181 
1,802 
12,072 


Junk  30, 1896. 


Posts.     Memb's.     Posts.      Memb's. 


ToUl  - 


1,303      ^usm 


12 

194 

13 

9 

271 

9 

40 

632 

42 

10(> 

5,678 

106 

56 

2,093 

52 

09 

6,208 

69 

22 

796 

22 

20 

557 

26 

12 

544 

13 

16 

.343 

17 

572 

2<i.929 

573 

504 

20,952 

495 

13 

264 

13 

437 

163i 

437 

440 

14,81H 

440 

139 

6.240 

139 

28 

1,254 

31 

166 

8,8.3i» 

1(« 

55 

3,229 

5;i 

212 

22/)94 

212 

373 

10,70ti 

;^ 

18i 

7,877 

183 

398 

15,497 

402 

16 

473 

18 

271 

7/)88 

274 

93 

\mi 

93 

115 

0,^)91 

113 

12 

208 

8 

6.53 

37,629 

651 

27 

rm 

20 

im 

35,S58 

081 

46 

9r)4 

53 

(;3 

2,('04 

59 

610 

36,suy 

607 

19 

3,089 

19 

2«') 

2,400 

2.5 

91 

2,308 

8.5 

101 

2,979 

98 

42 

952 

42 

5 

178 

5 

112 

4.8  q 

112 

.50 

1,303 

51 

75 

2,29«) 

69 

68 

2,046 

70 

208 

11.6;-)1 

275 

7r^0 

:M5,7l>4 

7.3U2  1 

198 

270 

65.5 

5;<29 

1,991 

6,047 

795 

525 

649 

375 

26,625 

20/)03 

248 

16,224 

14.710 

6,094 

130 

8,»j«)2 

3,078 

22.2;« 

16;i(>7 

8.170 

15,577 

544 

7,602 

4,4^32 

(),607 

\U 

37,0'.S 

.^5;; 

35,020 
1,140 
1 ,9.32 

36,«>82 
3,(J05 
2;M}9 
2,2.50 
2,920 
852 
170 

4,'a;2 

1,229 
2,400 
2,031 
li;i93 


;i40,61U 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE   NATIONAL  COUNCIL 
OF  ADMINISTRATION. 


Upon  call  of  Commander-in-Chief,  I.  N.  Walker,  the  Council 
of  Administration  met  at  the  Gait  House  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  5 
p.  M.,  on  September  13,  1895. 

Present:  The  Commander-in-Chief,  Adjutant-General,  C.  C. 
Jones;  Quartermaster-General  J.  W.  Burst;  Comrade  Wicker- 
sham,  of  Alabama ;  Comrade  Dorrington,  of  Arizona ;  Comrade 
Barrett,  of  California  and  Nevada ;  Comrade  Jones,  of  Colorado 
and  Wyoming;  Comrade  Sanborn,  of  Connecticut;  Comrade 
Sholes,  of  Georgia ;  Comrade  Scott,  of  Illinois ;  Comrade  Arm- 
strong, of  Indiana;  Comrade  Swalm,  of  Iowa;  Comrade  Dorn- 
blaser,  of  Kansas;  Comrade  Erdman;  of  Kentucky;  Comrade 
Snipe,  of  Maine ;  Comrade  Downs,  of  Boston,  Mass. ;  Comrade 
Hopkins,  of  Michigan ;  Comrade  Sterrett,  of  Missouri ;  Comrade 
Kents,  of  New  Jersey ;  Comrade  Reed,  of  New  York ;  Comrade 
Steele,  of  Tennessee;  Comrade  Whitman,  of  Texas;  Comrade 
Thomas,  of  Wisconsin. 

Comrade  Armstrong  moved  that  an  executive  committee,  to 
consist  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Adjutant-General,  the 
Quartermaster  General,  and  seven  members  of  the  Council,  to  be 
named  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  be  constituted  to  act  during 
the  year  when  the  Council  is  not  in  session. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Hopkins  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
adopted : 

Resolvtd,  That  the  Adjutant-General,  the  Quartermaster-General  and 
the  Inspector-General  be  appointed  a  Committee  on  Supplies,  to  act  under 
the  direction  and  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Resolved,  That  the  retiring  Adjutant-General  be  authorized  to  publish 
nine  thousand  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Twenty -ninth  Annual  En- 
campment, and  be  allowed  for  editing  and  publishing  the  same,  as  the 
Commander-in-Chief  shall  dire<*t. 
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Eemlvedy  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for 
reporting  and  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Annual  Encampment. 

Resolvedj  That  the  fixing  of  the  date  of  the  next  Encampment' be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committee,  with  power  to  act,  upon  consultation 
with  the  citizens  of  the  place  where  the  meeting  is  to  be  held. 

Comrade  Scott,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  allowed  two  thousand  dol- 
lars for  his  expenses  during  the  year;  that  the  salary  of  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral be  two  thousand  dollars,  and  that  six  hundred  dollars  be  appropriatecl 
for  a  typewriter  at  headquarters. 

Resolved,  That  the  bond  of  the  Adjutant-General  be  fixed  at  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Resolvedy  That  the  salary  of  the  Quartermaster-General  be  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  that  his  bond  be  fixed  at  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  l>e 
approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Barrett,  of  California  and  Nevada,  moved  that  the 
premiums  for  bonds  be  paid  by  the  National  Encampment,  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

The  Quartermaster- General:  I  suppose  the  Council  are  inter- 
ested in  knowing  where  their  property  is,  and  what  it  consists  of. 
In  my  report  the  value  of  assets  on  hand  was  not  reported  within 
$570,  for  the  reason  that  the  value  of  cannon  metal  in  the  hands  of 
Comrade  Davison,  who  manufactures  our  badges,  could  not  be  as- 
certained in  his  absence.  On  his  return  he  made  estimate  and  for- 
warded it  to  me,  after  my  report  was  in  print.  In  consequence  of 
that  the  value  of  property  on  hand  is  $570  more  than  the  report 
shows  The  supplies  received  from  my  predecessor.  Gen.  Wagner, 
were  turned  over  to  the  Encampment  and  to  me  at  the  issue  value, 
and  there  was  a  very  large  amount  of  them,  so  that  in  some  articles 
we  will  have  a  plenty,  without  purchasing  more  for  a  year  or  two. 
The  result  was  that  there  was  no  profit  to  me  for  any  supplies  is- 
sued that  were  received  from  Comrade  Wagner.  That  reduced 
the  profit  which  would  otherwise  be  shown  by  the  report.  My  re- 
port shows  for  the  year  a  balance  on  hand  of  $12,333.96.  I  bring 
with  me  a  certified  check  from  the  Forest  City  National  Bank,  of 
Rockford,  Illinois,  of  $11,000,  and  I  brought  a  draft  on  a  New 
York  bank  for  $1,333.95,  which  I  deposited  in  the  bank  here, 
against  which  I  could  draw  the  checks  for  paying  current  expenses 
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of  this  encampment.  I  also  bring  three  bonds,  aggregating  $16,000, 
one  for  $10,000,  one  for  $5,000,  and  one  for  $1,000.  Adding  to 
that  $16,000  the  $11,000  certified  check,  and  the  funds  in  the  bank 
here,  will  make  the  amount  that  I  report  as  on  hand,  and  I  now 
turn  these  over  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  when  my  balances 
are  completed  and  the  bills  paid  here,  I  will  make  a  report  to  you 
as  to  that.  Since  I  closed  my  report  I  have  received  requisitions 
which  1  have  honored,  and  I  have  deposited  as  a  special  account 
the  money  thus  received,  and  when  I  come  to  settle  up  with  my 
successor  I  will  pay  over  that  money. 

Comrade  KenU,  of  ]!snv  Jersey  :  In  what  shape  are  our  present 
supplies?  While  I  was  A.  A.  G.  of  the  Department  of  New  Jersey 
I  frequently  called  at  headquarters.  I  found  some  of  the  supplies 
in  bad  shape  and  kept  badly. 

The  Quartermaster- General :  When  I  received  the  supplies  I 
found  them  in  a  basement  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  back  about 
seventy-five  or  eighty  feet  from  the  sidewalk,  and  the  blanks  were 
lying  on  the  floor.  The  badges  were  in  8((uare  boxes,  some  with 
the  ends  broken  out  and  the  tops  knocked  in,  and  nearly  six  hun- 
dred of  them  were  in  such  condition  that  I  could  not  issue  them  to 
the  departments.  When  I  got  them  in  Rockford,  at  an  expense  of 
$3.50,  I  think,  I  had  some  shelves  made  in  a  room  off  the  office, 
and  the  blanks  were  classified  and  laid  on  those  shelves.  I  had  a 
wardrobe,  with  closed  doors,  in  which  I  kept  my  lithographed  work, 
and  my  straps  and  my  ribbons,  keeping  them  from  the  dust  and 
sun,  and  there  isn't  anything  in  that  office  to-day  that  isn't  in  con- 
dition to  issue,  and  in  first-class  condition.  It  has  been  so  during 
the  year.  I  might  have  said  that  I  was  compelled,  after  receiving 
these  supplies,  to  send  back  nearly  six  hundred  rank  straps  and 
have  them  re-enameled,  and  that  I  have  shown  in  my  report. 

The  Qmimander-in-Chief:  Have  we  anything  to  do  now  with 
gun  metal  ? 

The  Quartermader-Geiwral :  That  gun  metal  is  part  of  the  as- 
sets of  the  organization,  but  the  badges  manufactured  during  the 
year  and  issued  on  the  order  of  your  Quartermaster-General  will 
be  manufiiu^tured  from  that  metal,  so  that  it  will  reduce  its  value 
in  proportion  as  it  is  drawn  upon  for  badges. 

The  Comvuxnder  in-Chief :  I  desire  to  state  to  the  Council  that 
I  am  going  to  Chickaraauga,  and  will  be  gone  some  time,  and  the 
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probabilities  are  that  there  will  be  no  Quarterraaster-General  an- 
nounced for  some  time.  I,  however,  will  announce  now  that  Com- 
rade Bobbins  will  be  the  Adjutant-General.  I  think  it  would  be 
proper  for  this  Council,  by  resolution,  to  authorize  Comrade  Burst 
to  continue  the  filling  of  orders. 

Comrade  Sholes  moved  that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  di- 
rected to  continue  the  issuing  of  supplies  on  requisition  until  his 
successor  should  be  appointed  and  qualified,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

The  Quariermaster' General;  Since  arriving  here  I  have  re- 
ceived bills  for  two  testimonials  that  have  not  been  settled  for,  one 
amounting  to  $550,  for  a  testimonial  to  Comrade  Palmer,  that  had 
been  neglected  and  passed  over  until  this  administration.  That  is 
a  matured  indebtedness  and  ought  to  be  paid  at  once,  because  Com- 
rade Brown  has  advanced  the  money,  and  by  authorization  of  the 
Encampment  this  testimonial  has  been  purchased.  The  other  is 
for  a  testimonial  to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Adams,  and  amounts, 
I  think,  to  $243.  That  has  also  matured,  and  I  received  a  com- 
munication from  Comrade  Olin,  chairman  of  the  committee,  asking 
me  to  be  prompt  in  forwarding  the  amount. 

Comrade  Hopkins  moved  that  the  Quartermaster  General  be 
authorized  to  pay  the  two  bills  referred  to,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Comrade  Armstrong  moved  that  the  Council  now  adjourn  to 
meet  upon  call  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 

The  Commander  in- Chief :  Comrades,  this  is  the  family  that  has 
charge  of  affairs  for  the  next  year.  I  want  to  say  to  every  comrade 
that  I  am  going  to  bear  down  pretty  hard  on  your  shoulders,  and  I 
want  you  to  sustain  and  aid  me.  I  wish  every  member  of  the 
Council,  as  I  said  yesterday,  when  he  gets  home,  to  try  and  inspire 
all  the  life  possible  into  the  Order,  and  get  things  in  as  good  shape 
as  possible.  We  want  to  go  to  St.  Paul  next  year  and  make  a  good 
report  of  our  stewardship.  As  I  said,  I  shall  expect  every  member 
of  the  Council  to  be  my  friend  in  this  matter,  and  to  be  so  close  to 
me  that  whenever  there  is  a  suggestion  to  be  made,  and  whenever 
they  think  that  anything  can  be  done  that  is  not  being  done,  or 
anything  being  done  that  ought  not  to  be  done,  I  want  them  to  ad- 
vise me  and  criticise  me,  as  they  think  best,  and  do  it  just  as  one 
brother  would  with  another  in  the  same  family.     We  must  stand 
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hj  each  other,  for  the  cause,  as  I  said,  is  on  our  shoulders.  We 
will  be  held  responsible  for  the  success  of  our  Order.  I  therefore 
invoke  every  member  present  to  give  his  best  energies  for  the  com- 
ing year. 

The  motion  to^adjourn  prevailed. 


Adjulant-  Oeneral. 
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MEETING   OF   THE    EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE 


NATIONAL    COUNCIL   OF   ADMINISTRATION,  ST.   PAUL, 
MINN.,  DEC.  3,  1895. 


Pursuant  to  call  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration,  G,  A.  R., 
convened  at  the  Ryan  House,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at  3  r.  m.  this  date, 
all  the  members  being  present,  viz.: 

Commander  in-Chief  Ivan  N.  Walker. 

Adjutant-General  Irvin  Robbins. 

Quartermaster  General  A.  J.  Burbank. 

Wm.  H.  Armstrong,  Indiana 

R.  H.  Cochran,  Ohio. 

George  H.  Hopkins,  Michigan. 

Albert  Scheffer,  Minnesota. 

F.  M.  Sterrett,  Missouri. 

Albert  W.  Swalm,  Iowa. 

Charles  L  Marburg,  Maryland. 

For  the  information  of  the  Committee  the  proceedings  of  the 
full  meeting  of  the  Council  at  Louisville,  Ky. ,  September  14,  were 
read. 

The  proposition  to  investigate  the  cost  for  codifying  the  laws  of 
the  several  States  in  regard  to  soldiers'  interests,  which  was  referred 
by  the  last  National  Encampment,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  reported  that  he  had  arranged  for 
shelving  and  fitting  up  room  for  the  proper  storing  of  the  records  of 
the  National  Encampment  in  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia,  at  an 
expense  not  exceeding  $200,  and  had  appointed  Comrades  Vander- 
slice.  Past  A.  G.,  J.  F.  Morrison,  A.  A.  G.,  and  Samuel  P.  Town, 
Past  A.  A.  G.,  to  select  and  recommend  as  custodian  a  comrade  of 
that  city  at  a  salary  of  not  exceeding  $50  per  month,  and  to  act  as 
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a  Board  of  Survey  to  inspect  the  records  and  determine  what  should 
be  preserved.     His  action  was  approved. 

The  Commander-in-Chief,  Adjutant-General  and  Quarter- 
master-General were  authorized  to  purchase  additional  flags  for 
Southern  cemeteries,  if  necessary. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Bigham,  of  Tennessee,  appeared  before  the  Com- 
mittee and  asked  their  endorsement  of  a  proposition  to  buy  the 
farm  where  Abraham  Lincoln  was  born  near  Equity,  Ky.,  by  the 
United  States  government. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Hopkins,  it  was  decided  that  this  Com- 
mittee had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 

The  local  committee  of  Comrades  and  citizens  appeared  before 
the  Committee  and  presented  their  wishes  in  regard  to  the  date  of 
the  Thirtieth  Encampment  and  matters  connected  therewith. 

A  contract  was  presented  similar  to  the  one  used  at  Louisville, 
Ky . ,  signed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  leading  hotels,  binding  them- 
selves not  to  advance  rates  nor  to  require  patrons  to  accept  more 
than  twice  the  usual  number  in  each  room. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Cochran,  it  was  resolved  that  the  local 
committee  be  requested  to  have  additional  signatures  in  St.  Paul 
and  Minneapolis. 

The  question  of  railroad  rates  was  canvassed  and  verbal  assur- 
ances were  given  by  several  roads  that  a  rate  not  exceeding  one 
cent  a  mile  should  be  guaranteed  from  leading  points  in  each  di- 
rection. 

It  was  then  unanimously  resolved  that,  conditioned  on  the 
contracts  of  railroads  and  hotels  as  to  rates  being  perfected  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Thirtieth  Annual  En- 
campment will  be  held  the  first  week  in  September,  and  that  the 
parade  will  take  place  Wednesday,  September  2,  1896,  and  that 
the  opening  session  of  the  Encampment  shall  take  place  on  Thurs- 
day, September  3. 

Comrade  Cochran  moved  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  be 
authorized,  if  satisfied  that  the  Long  Case  versus  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  is  one  covering  the  points  that  the  G.  A.  R.  desires 
adjudicated,  to  employ  competent  counsel  to  assist  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  case.     Adopted. 

The  case  of  the  proi>03ed  colored  Post  at  Austin,  Texas,  which 
was  left  over  from  the  preceding  Council  was  taken  up  and  after 
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discuBsioD,  on  motion,  a  committee  consisting  of  Comrades  Coch- 
ran, Hopkins  and  Armstrong  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
matter  and  report  their  suggestions.  A  recess  was  then  taken. 
At  an  adjourned  session,  the  following  report  was  submitted  and 
unanimously  adopted : 

**The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  the  ap- 
plication for  Post  Charter  and  Muster  of  colored  ex-Soldiers  of 
Austin,  Texas,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  carefully  exam- 
ined all  the  evidence  in  the  papers  submitted,  and  find  that  in  their 
opinion  the  applicants  are  entitled  to  be  mustered  into  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  recommend  that  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  take  action  necessary  to  effect  this  result. 

Wm.  H.  Armstrong, 
Geo.  H.  Hopkins, 
R.  H.  Cochran. 

On  motion  the  Committee  adjourned. 


Adjutant'  General, 


MINUTES   OF  THE  MEETINGS   OF    COUNCIL   OF   ADMINIS- 
TRATION, AT  ST.  PAUL,  ON  AUGUST  31  AND 
SEPTEMBER  i  AND  2,  1896. 

Minutes  of  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Administration,  held  at 
Hotel  Ryan,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  31,  1896,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m. 
The  following  members  were  present : 
The  Commander-in-Chief, 
The  Surgeon-General, 
The  Adjutant-General, 
The  Quartermaster-General,  and 
Comrades  Wickersham  of  Alabama, 
Sholes  of  Georgia, 
Scott  of  Illinois, 
Armstrong  of  Indiana, 
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Hill  of  Indian  Territory, 
Swalm  of  Iowa, 
Dornblaser  of  Kansas, 
Snipe  of  Maine, 
Marburg  of  Maryland, 
Hopkins  of  Michigan, 
Scheffer  of  Minnesota, 
Sterrett  of  Missouri, 
Rents  of  New  Jersey, 
Crawford  of  New  Mexico, 
Barbour  of  Rbode  Island. 
The  Commander-in-Chief  announced   the  death  of  Comrade 
R.  H.  Cochran,  of  Ohio,  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Council,  and  appointed   the  following  named  comrades  to 
draft  appropriate  resolutions : 

George  H.  Hopkins,  Michigan. 
W.  H.  Armstrong,  Indiana. 
Albert  W.  Swalm,  Iowa. 
Albert  Scheffer,  Minnesota. 
F.  W.  Sterrett,  Missouri. 
The  Adjutant-General  read  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Council  held  September  13,  1895,  and  the  minutes  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Executive  Committee  held  December  3, 1895,  and  on  motion 
the  same  were  approved. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  stated  that  in  relation  to  the  matter 
of  the  application  of  certain  persons  to  form  a  Post  of  colored 
men  at  Austin,  Texas,  he  had  appointed  Past  Department  Com- 
mander Stormont,  of  Indiana,  to  go  to  Austin  and  investigate  the 
same ;  that  the  Comrade  had  performed  the  duty,  and  had  inter- 
viewed each  one  of  the  applicants  separately,  and  upon  full  consid- 
eration they  had  decided  to  withdraw  the  application. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  further  stated  that,  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  Council  of  Administration  to  employ  counsel 
in  the  Long  case,  he  had  consulted  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Choate,  of  New 
York ;  that  he  (Mr.  Choate)  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  case  could 
not  be  maintained;  that  Mr.  Baker,  who  represents  Judge  Long 
in  the  case  referred  to,  advised  that  Mr.  Carter,  of  New  York,  be 
retained,  and  after  some  correspondence  Mr.  Carter  was  employed 
for  the  sum  of  $1,000,  of  which  sum   the  Commander-in-Chief 
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paid  $500  and  Comrade  Hopkins  paid  $500;  that  the  case  was 
argued  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  a  further  hearing  ordered 
for  October  19  next. 

Comrade  Hopkins  stated  that  the  Long  case  had  been  set  for 
January  19,  and,  after  the  correspondence  referred  to  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief with  Mr.  Choate,  it  became  necessary  to  act 
promptly,  and  he  (Comrade  Hopkins)  had  asked  General  Alger  to 
write  Mr.  Carter,  who  had  consented  to  appear  in  the  case  for 
$1,000;  that  the  time  was  short,  and  in  reply  to  a  letter  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  that  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  expend 
more  than  $500  he  (Comrade  Hopkins)  had  advanced  $500  and 
Mr.  Carter  was  employed;  that  the  case  would  have  to  be  re- 
argued, and  some  provision  should  be  made  for  payment  to  Mr. 
Carter  if  he  was  to  be  retained  in  the  case ;  that  it  was  uncertain 
whether  the  payment  of  $1,000  would  include  services  in  the 
necessary  reargument  of  the  case. 

The  suggestion  was  made  that  Mr.  Carter  be  communicated 
with,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  stated  that  he  thought  it  more 
proper  for  the  new  Council  to  consider  that  question. 

Comrade  Sterrett  moved  that  the  action  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  paying  $500  be  approved,  and  that  $500  be  paid  Com- 
rade Hopkins  to  reimburse  him  for  the  money  advanced  by  him. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Armstrong  moved  that  the  action  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  in  regard  to  the  application  for  a  Post  at  Austin,  Texas, 
be  approved,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  Adjutant-General  stated  that  an  expert  accountant  had 
been  appointed  to  examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  C^uarter- 
master-General,  and  he  had  a  report  from  such  accountant.  There 
was  also  presented  a  report  of  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
Adjutant-General's  office. 

On  motion,  the  following  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
and  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General :     Comrades  Kent,  Sholes  and  Marburg. 

The  Adjutant-General  also  stated  that  at  the  request  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Beath  had  pre. 
pared  a  revision  of  the  Blue  Book,  and  the  bill  of  Lippincott  A  Co. , 
for  printing  1,000  copies  and  changing  plates,  etc.,  was  $676.91. 
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Comrade  Sholes  moved  that  the  bill  be  approved  and  ordered 
paid.     Which  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Sholes  also  moved  that  the  Council  recommend  to  the 
National  Encampment  that  its  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  Comrade 
Beath  for  his  very  generous  donation  of  time  and  services,  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Hill  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  railroads  in  the 
southwest  had  not  granted  the  one  cent  a  mile  rate  to  the  Encamp- 
ment. He  also  stated  that  he  thought  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  should  be  notified  of  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee 
and  invited  to  take  part  in  them  if  they  desired. 

The  Surgeon-General  suggested  that  that  officer  ought  to  be  an 
appointee  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  instead  of  an  elective  officer. 

On  motion,  the  Council  adjourned  until  9  a.  m.,  Sept.  1,  1896. 


Meeting  of  Council  of  Administration,  9  a.  m.,  September  1. 

The  roll-call  showed  members  present  as  yesterday,  with  the 
addition  of  the  following : 

The  Inspector-General. 

Comrades  Henry  W.  Downs,  of  Massachusetts ;  E.  A.  Badger, 
of  New  Hampshire ;  E.  W.  Jewett,  of  Vermont. 

Comrade  Hill  moved  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  hereafter 
allowed  their  expenses  only  for  attending  meetings  ad  interim, 
called  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  Adjutant-General  presented  the  resignation  of  Comrade 
Badger,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Comrade  David  E.  Proctor,  of 
Wilton,  N.  H.,  who  was  present,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Comrade  Hopkins,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions, 
as  to  Comrade  Cochran,  deceased,  presented  a  report,  which,  on 
motion  of  Comrade  Wickersham,  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote, 
and  Comrade  Hopkins  was  directed  to  report  the  same  to  the 
National  Encampment  for  its  action. 

(The  report  will  be  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the  National 
Encampment.) 

Comrade  Kents  presented  the  report  of  the  Auditing  Com- 
mittee, as  follows,  which,  on  motion  of  Comrade  Hill,  was  adopted  : 
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St.  Paul,  Minn.,  August  31,  1896. 
To  the  CotmeU  of  Administration^  G,  A,  jB.,  St.  Patdy  Minn. : 

We,  your  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts,  books  and 
vouchers  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General  hereby  report 
that  we  have  carefully  examined  and  checked  up  the  accounts  of  the  above 
named  officers,  and  make  the  following  report : 

We  find  that  by  the  accompanying  special  order  and  report,  that  an 
expert  accountant  was  appointed  to  examine  the  books  and  papers  of 
Comrade  Burbank,  Quartermaster-General,  who  certifies  to  their  correct- 
ness, and  our  own  examination  of  both  his  and  the  Adjutant-General's 
books  show  that  they  have  been  carefully  and,  we  might  add,  beautifully 
kept. 

We  find  further  that  the  accounts  of  the  two  officers  agree  absolutely 
to  a  penny,  and  both  are  in  every  particular  correct. 
Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

John  J.  Kents,  N.  J. 
Albert  E.  Sholes,  Ga. 
C.  L.  Marburg,  Md.  . 

Committee. 

Headquarters,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Special  Orders,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Aug.  24,  1896. 

No.  7. 
Comrade  C.  J.  Merritt,  of  Chicago,  an  expert  accountant,  is  hereby 
directed  to  examine  the  books  and  papers  of  Comrade  A.  J.  Burbank, 
Quartermaster-General  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  for  the  past 
year,  and  to  certify  in  writing  to  these  Headquarters  the  condition  of  the 
same.  By  command  of 

I.  N.  Walker, 
Irvin  Robbins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant'  General. 

Chicago,  III.,  August  29, 1896. 
Irvin  RobbinSy  Adjutant- General  G.  A.  It. 

Comrade:     In  accordance  witli  my  appointment  as  Expert  Accountant, 
I  have  carefully  examined  the  books,  vouchers  and  accounts  of  Quarter- 
master-General A.  J.  Burbank,  and  find  them  correct,  and  the  same  agree 
with  the  printed  report  of  said  Quartermaster-General. 
Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

C.  J.  Merritt. 

The  Adjutant-General  presented  bills  of  Comradea  Sterrett, 
Armstrong  and  Scott,  for  expenses  under  appointment  to  distribute 
five  hundred  tickets  to  the  Republican  National  Convention  at  St. 
Louis,  donated  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The  Com- 
mander-in-Chief stated  that,  owing  to  the  demand  for  tickets,  it 
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was  necessary,  in  his  judgment,  that  a  committee  be  appointed, 
and  he  had  therefore  detailed  the  Comrades  named  to  go  to  St. 
Louis  and  attend  to  the  matter. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Hill,  the  action  of  the  Commander-in> 
Chief  was  approved  and  the  bills  ordered  paid. 

Comrade  Armstrong  moved  that  when  the  Council  adjourns  it 
be  to  4:30  p.  m.  to-morrow,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Adjourned. 


The  Council  met  at  4:30  p.  m.,  September  2,  1896. 

Present :   The  Commander-in-Chief, 
The  Chaplain-in-Chief, 
The  Adjutant-General, 
The  Quartermaster-General. 

Comrades  Sholes,  Scott,  Armstrong,  Swalm,  Erdman,  Snipe, 
Marburg,  Hopkins,  Proctor,  Kents. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  approved. 

The  resignation  of  Comrade  Thomas  J.  Majors,  of  Nebraska, 
was  presented  and  accepted,  and  Comrade  A.  Traynor,  of  Omaha, 
who  was  present,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Hopkins,  Comrade  M.  B.  Moufton,  of 
Lima,  Ohio,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Comrade  Cochran. 

Adjourned. 

Adjutant'  General. 


7— G.  A.  R. 
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REPORT  OF  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL 


Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Chicago,  August  15,  1896. 

IrVIN  ROBBtNS, 

Adpdant'  Oenercd, : 
Dear  Sir  and  Comrade : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  abstracts  and  vouchers  for  receipts, 
expenditures,  purchases  and  issue  of  supplies  for  the  current  year 
ending  August  15,  1896. 

In  accordance  with  a  recommendation  of  the  Council  of  Ad- 
ministration, approved  by  the  29th  National  Encampment,  I  have 
estimated  supplies  received  from  my  predecessor  and  those  remain- 
ing on  hand  at  their  cost  and  not  at  issue  value  as  heretofore. 
I  am  yours  very  truly  in  F.,  C.  &  L., 

A.  J.  BURBANK, 

Qtiartennast/'r-  General. 

Absbacts  Submitted. 

I.     Supplementary  Statement  of  J.  W.  Burst,  late  Quarter- 
master-General. 
II.     Abstract  of  purchases. 

III.  Abstract  of  sales. 

IV.  Southern  Memorial  Fund— contributions. 
V.     Statement  flags  issued. 

VI.  Receipts  and   expenditures    account  Southern    Memorial 
Fund. 

VII.  Grant  Monument  Fund. 

VIII.  Sherman  Monument  Fund. 

IX.  Statement  of  blanks  issued  free. 

X.  Per  capita  tax  received. 

XI.  Report  supplies  received,  issued  and  on  hand. 

XII.  Statement  of  expenditures. 

XIII.  Account  current. 

XIV.  Assets  and  investments. 
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rV. — Southern  Memorial  FtmcL 


Statement  of  contributions  from  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  Sons  of 
Veterans,  1895-6. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Sedgewick  Post,  Nu.  1 $5  00 

K.  O.  Tyler  Post,  Nu.  50 10  00 

$lo  00 

ILLINOIS. 

Hannon  Post,  No.  115 $2  00 

Wayne  Post,  No.  169 1  00 

Cerro  (njrdo  Post,  No.  210 1  00 

Geo.  Ci.  Meade  Post,  No.  444 5  00 

Rochelle  Post,  No.  54(> 1  00 

D.  Welter  Post,  No.  701  1  00 

Columbia  Post,  No.  706 10  00 

21  00 

IOWA. 

Post  No.  68 $1  00 

•     1  00 

MAssACHisFrrrs. 

K.  B.  Wilcox  Post,  No.  18 $10  00 

Post  No.  40 5  00 

Po«t  No.  61 5  00 

Post  No.  62 5  00 

Post  No.  68 5  00 

Post  No.  75 5  00 

Post  No.  85 2  00 

Paul  Revere  Post,  No.  88 2  00 

Ward  Post,  No.  1)0 3  00 

Post  No.  161 5  00 

Norwood  Post,  No.  169 2  00 

John  A.  Logan  Poet,  No.  186 5  00 

64  00 

MICIIKiAN. 

Phil  Kearney  Post,  No.  7 $2  00 

Post  No.  :{8 5  00 

7  00 

Amount  cairml  foi^ard $98  00 
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IV»— Southcfii  Memorial  Fund     Continued. 

Amount  brougJU  foncard $98  00 

MINNESOTA. 

Post  No.  5 $2  00 

James  Bryant  Post,  No.  119 8  00 

E.  M.  Kenfield  Post,  No.  145 2  00 

Post  No.  188 2  00 

9  00 

MONTANA. 

Wardsworth  Post,  No.  3 $5  00 

5  00 

NEBRASKA. 

U.  8.  Grant  Post,  No.  110 $5  00 

5  00 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Post  No.  14 13  00 

3  00 

OHIO. 

Veteran  Post,  No.  o $2  00 

2  00 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

U.  S.  CtTant  Post,  No.  5 $.^00 

Brandywine  Post,  No.  54 1  00 

Post  No.  293 1  00 

S.  C.  Potts  Post,  No.  — 3  00 

10  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Smith  Post,  No.  9 $^>  00 

5  00 

WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA. 

A.  Lincoln  Post,  No.  4 $5  (M) 

5  00 

WISCONSIN. 

E.  B.  Wolcott  Post,  No.  1    $5  00 

A.  J.  Fullerton  Post,  No.  193 2  00 

7  00 

Illinois  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R $10  <  0 

10  00 

Woman's  Relief  Corps $1,209  44 

1,209  44 

Massachusetts  Division  Sons  of  Veterans $25  00 

25  00 

Total $1,393  44 
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V. —  Southern  Memorial  FuncL 


SHIPMENT  OF   FLAGS. 

No.  of  Flaga, 

Phil  Kearney  Post Richmond,  Va 7,000 

John  W.  Rutter Portsmouth,  Va 1,200 

Cave  Hill  Cemetery Louisville,  Ky 2,050 

G.  A.  R.  Committee Chattanooga,  Tenn 1,000 

Josephine  Hobbs  W.  R.  C,  No!  5 San  Antonia,  Tex 500 

Supt  of  National  Cemetery Salisbury,  N.  C 150 

Post  No.  26 Phoebus,  Va 300 

E.  H.  Wheeler,  A.  A.  G New  Orleans,  La 1,400 

National  Cemetery Anderson ville,  Ga 3,600 

Post  No.  39. ... , Raleigh,  N.  C 1,500 

Daniel  Boring Erin,  Tenn 500 

Snpt.  of  National  Cemetery Winchester,  Va 350 

National  Home Hampton,  Va 3,000 

National  Cemetery Corinth,  Miss 4,350 

John  G.  Kean Nashville,  Tenn 500 

John  Thompson  Carr Portsmouth,  Va 400 

Total 27,800 

In  hand  of  Wm.  M.  Horstman  &  Co 3,600 

Purchaced  of  J.  L.  Locke 24,200 

Total 27,800 


VL — ^Southern  Memorial  FtincL 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  Report  of  1895 $917  57 

3,600  Flags  on  hand 36  00 

Received  from  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R 149  00 

**  **      Mrs.    Isabelle    T.    Bagley,    National 

Treasurer  Woman's  Relief  Corps. . .  1,209  44 

"          **      Illinois  Dept.,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  10  00 

"          "      Massachusetts  Div.,  Sons  of  Veterans  25  00 


$2,347  01 
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VL — Southern  Memorial  Fund — Conliumd. 


EXPENDITURES. 


24,200  Flags,  purchased  from  J.  L.  Locke $226  93 

Express  charges  on  ahove 31)  60 

ExpresH  charges  on  Flags  sent  by  Wm.  M.  Ilorstmann 

&  Co 4 

Cash  sent  to  Josephine  Ilobbs,  Prest.  W.  R.  C.  Xo.  o, 

San  Antonio,  Texas 

'*  Alex.  Mattison,  A.  Q.  M.  U.,  Dept.  of 
Georgia,  to  be  used  as  directed  by  the 
Commander-in-(>hief  for  the  four  cem- 
eteries in  his  Department 

M.  Donnelly,  Com.  Hartranft  Post  No. 
40,  Charlotte,  N.  C 

J.  S.  W.  Eagles,  Com.  Post  No.  15,  Wil- 
mington, N.  C 

R.  G.  (rriffin,  Com.  Joe  Hooker  Post  No. 
14,  Yorktown,  Va 

A.  W.  Burgess,  Adjt.  Post  No.  45,  Peters- 
burg, Va 

W.  H.  Martin,  Com.  Post,  No.  39,  Ral- 
eigh, N.  C 

David  Boring,  Adjt.  Post ,  Erin,Tenn. 

Marion  T.  Anderson,  for  National  Ceme- 
tery, Fredericksburg,  Va 

N.  A.  Anderson,  Master  of  Ceremonies, 
Vicksburg,  Miss 

M.  D.  Wickersham,  Member  of  National 
C.  of  A.,  Mobile,  Ala 

H.  E.  Foster,  A.  A.  G.  Dept.  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina,  Hampton,  Va. . . 

Richard    Washington,    Dept.   Inspector, 
Beaufort,  S.  C 

John  G.  Kean,  Nashville,  Tenn 

John  B.  Newell,  q.  M.    Phil    Kearney 
Post,  No.  10,  Richmond,  Va 

W^agner  Si  Taylor,  insurance  on  tlags  . . . 


13  50 


20  00 


145  00 

35  00 

30  00 

25  00 

25  00 

25  00 
25  00 

17  50 

20  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 
25  00 

50  00 
2  10 


$739  63 


Balance  on  hand. 


$1,607  3S 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC.  107 


Vn. — Grant  Monument  Fund* 


Balance  on  hand  last  report $5,733  42 

Balance  on  hand : $5,73ii  4*2 


Vin» — Sherman  Monument  Fund. 


Balance  on  hand  hwt  report $221  78 

Balance  on  hand $221  78 
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X. — Per  Gtpita  Tax  Received  by  A.  J«  Burbank,  Quartermaster^ienefal 
G.  A.  R.,  for  the  Year  Ending  August  15^  1896. 


Srcond  Half. 


First  Halp. 


DEPARTMENTS. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

ArkaoMas ; 

California  and  Nevada 

(-olorado  and  Wyoming 

Connecti''ut 

DakoU,  North 

I  Dakota,  South 

Delaware 

Florida 

(Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas  

Kentucky 

Louisiana  and  Misttissippi 

Maine  - 

Maryland 

Martsachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire 

New  .Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania  - 

Potomac 

Khude  Island 

Tennessee 

Texas 

rtnh 

Vermont 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina..- 

Washington  and  Alaska 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


I 


Date,  189i".. 


Amount.     Date,  1896.     Amount. 


March  3 

January  14 

Mayl 

January  31 

Aprils 

January  28..... 
February  28... 

February  3 

January  31~... 
February  11... 

March  4 

March  13 

March  24 

February  6 

January  18 

March  13 

February  26  .. 
February  20... 

March  14 

February  17... 

F'ebruary  4 

January  14 

February  22... 

March  3 

February  26... 
January  11.. 
February  20. 
January  14.. 
January  21... 
January  .U ... 
February  20. 

March  3 

March  13 

January  28. . 

Mayl 

February  4... 
January  IT-. 
February  28. 

March  14 

January  11... 
January  21... 
February  22. 
February  :  2. 
February  28. 
March  14 


I 


S2  44 

3  40 
790 

?2  69 

26  16 
77  60 

705 
29  49 
996 
697 
6  80 

4  29 
:i36  61 
261  90 

3  10 
204  82 
186  14 

65  r>o 

15  67 
110  49 

40  36 
282  43 
20^5.=') 

98  46 
193  74 

5  91 
94  85 
57  ai 
87  39 

260 
470  :<6 
444  :« 
11  93 
25  05 
460  10 
:«  62  I 
:U)  00 
37  24 
11  90 
2  25  I 
61  14  I 

16  2H 
28  70  I 

27  96 
145  CA 


Augusts.. 
August  15. 

August  1  .. 
August  3 .. 
Augu8t6.. 
August  6.. 
August  14. 

July  30 

Av-..!.t4 
Aut'ii.-^t  10. 
Au(?uat8.. 
AiiKUSt  4  .. 
August  10, 
AuRUftH  .. 
Augustll. 
August  4 .. 
August  15. 
AuKust  13. 
An  trust  8  .. 
July;iO..... 

July  20 

August  3 
August  13. 
August  15. 

July  20 

August  14. 

July  20 

July:W 

August 4  .. 
Aupu?*t  7  - 

An:..i^*   11. 

July.;. 

August  4 .. 
August  14. 
August  10. 

July  20 

July  24 

August  13. 

July  20 

July  24.. . 


ToUl  *t;«2  85 


August  11, 

July  30 

August  14. 


92  48 
338 


67  40 

24  90 

75  59 

6  92 

28  13 

994 

595 

8  11 

4  69 

a32  81 

256  28 

3  10 

202  80 

183  88 

6;<68 

13  71 

108  27 

;i8  47 

277  91 

204  59 

102  13 

187  <>8 

680 

72  86 

55  40 

82  59 

1  68 

m  23 

437  75 

14  25 

24  16 

4.58  .52 

37  .')<) 

29  61 

36  r»o 

9  26 

2  12 

59  ^i 

m 

:^)00 

25  :{9 

142  41 

.1       14,202  42 


'  Per  capita  tax  received  too  late  for  insertion  in  this  report. 
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Xni,— Account  Current  for  Year  Ending  August  J  5,  J896# 


A.  J.    BuRHANK,  (/nart*'i-m(i»ter'Geiieraly  in  account  with   Oraml  Anny  of  the 

Republic  : 

Cash.  J)r. 

Received   from    1.    N.    Walker,    C'oinniaiuler-in- 
Chief,  as  follows,  viz.: 

(general  fund $4,1-"  23 

Grant  Monument  fund 5,733  42 

Slierman  Monument  fund '221   78 

Southern  Memorial  fund 917  57 

Jleceived  from  J.  W.  Hurst,  late  Q.  M.-(Jen.,  see 

Abstract  I 3(54  15 

$11,304  15 

lU'ceived  fnun  sale  of  supplies  as  per 

Abstract  III S8,271  08 

Less  amount  on  Abstract  I  . .         30()  59 

$7,964  49 

Per  capita  tax 8,525  27 

Interest  on  V.  S.  bonds 480  00 

(ieorge  H.  Hopkins 500  00 

Interest  on  deposits 128  51 

Contribution  to  Southern  Memorial  fund        l,."i93  44 

18,991   71 

Total  to  be  accounted  for .S»0,355  80 

Cr. 
Expenditures  as  per  Abstract  XIT: 

FoV  Supplies $5,015  48 

'*    Travelin>(  expenses 2, 102  1 5 

"    Salaries 3,544  45 

"    Postat^e,  expenses  and  incidentals.  .  7,779  90 

"    Southern  Memorial  fund 7.39  03 

19,781  01 

Balance  on  hjnid $10,574  25 

To  be  credited  as  follows: 

To  (icneral  fund $.3,01 1   07 

"  ( irant  Monument  fund 5,7.33  42 

''  Sherman  Monument  fund 221  78 

"  Southern  Memorial  fund 1,007  38 

10,574  25 
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XIV. — Assets  and  Investments* 


ASSETS. 

Cash,  General  fund $3,011  67 

'*     (irant  Monument  I'nntl 5,733  42 

**     Sherman  Monument  fund 221  78 

"     Southern  Memorial  fund 1,007  38 

$10,574  25 

Cash  value  of  supplies  on  han<l $l,04i)  29 

(iun  metal  in  hands  of  Joseph  K.  Davisim 483  84 

Lithograph  stones  for  transfers  and  disehar^es 20  00 

Kleetro  plates  of  a})plicati(ms 3  00 

$1,550  13 

INVKSTMENTS. 

luited  States  bonds,  -1  |»er  eent.,  due  1907 $16,00()  (K) 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 


Office  of  the  Inspector-General, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Boston,  Mass.,  August  10,  1896. 

Irvin  Bobbins, 

Adjutant'Generaly  G.  A,  /?., 
Indianapolis,  hid. 
Comrade: 

In  compliance  with  Section  4,  Article  5,  Chapter  5,  Rules  and 
Regulations,  I  submit  herewith  ray  report  to  the  30th  National  En- 
campment, to  be  held  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  on  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber next,  together  with  a  consolidation  of  the  statistics  received 
from  Department  Inspectors,  and  extracts  from  the  reports  of  As- 
sistant Inspectors-General. 

The  reports  received  by  me  from  Department  Inspectors  are 
neither  complete  nor  uniform,  and  I  wish  to  say  at  the  outset  that 
the  table  which  I  present  must  not  be  taken  as  a  strictly  accurate 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Order. 

Of  the  forty-five  Departments  from  which  reports  were  due, 
according  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  on  or  before  the  first  of 
February  last,  thirty-eight  have  been  received  to  this  date.  Only 
four  (Massachusetts,  Montana,  Vermont  and  Maryland)  were  re- 
ceived within  the  prescribed  limit  of  time;  seven  came  in  February, 
seven  in  March,  four  in  April,  two  in  May,  nine  in  July,  and  five 
(Georgia,  New  Mexico,  Idaho,  Iowa  and  Illinois)  not  until  August. 
Some  of  them  are  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, but  many  are  not,  and  a  majority  are  incomplete  in  various 
degrees. 

In  some  of  the  largest  Departments  the  rule  which  requires  the 
Department  Inspector  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  consolidated  report 
to  the  Inspector-General  seems  to  have  become  a  dead  letter,  and 
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it  is  questionable,  in  my  mind,  whether  the  rule  should  be  con- 
tinued in  force.  In  another  part  of  my  report  I  suggest  a  substi- 
tute for  this  return. 

The  matter  of  delay  and  failure  in  the  forwarding  of  these  re- 
ports from  Department  Inspectors  deserves  serious  attention.  It 
is  discreditable  that  only  four  out  of  the  forty-five  Department  In- 
spectors made  their  reports  within  the  time  limit  prescribed  by  the 
Rules  and  Regulations,  and  that  only  eighteen  such  reports  were 
received  before  April.  Moreover,  fourteen,  or  nearly  one- third  of 
all  reports  due,  were  not  received  until  during  July  and  August, 
and  then  only  after  repeated  admonitions  from  National  Head- 
quarters. The  Department  Inspectors  of  Arkansas,  Colorado  and 
Wyoming,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  North  Dakota,  Tennessee, 
Washington  and  Alaska,  and  West  Virginia,  seven  in  number,  are 
still  delinquent. 

Regarding  the  incompleteness  of  the  reports,  to  which  I  have 
already  alluded,  it  appears  that  this  is  due  largely  to  the  failure  of 
Department  Inspectors  to  receive  reports  from  Posts.  Hundreds 
of  Posts  are  wholly  unrepresented  in  the  inspection  report  for  this 
reason.  There  are  one  hundred  and  sixty^nine  delinquent  Posts  in 
a  single  Department,  and  nearly  a  hundred  in  another.  Here  again 
is  an  instance  in  which  a  part  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  has 
become  a  dead  letter.  Article  7  of  Chapter  2  provides  that  no  in- 
stallation of  officers  of  a  Post  shall  be  held  until  the  Post  has  been 
inspected,  and  the  Installing  Officer  is  required  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  the  Post  has  been  inspected.  If  it  has  not,  he  must  proceed 
to  the  work  of  inspection  himself,  deferring  installation  of  officers 
until  after  this  has  been  done.  This  requirement  does  not  appear 
in  the  Service  Book,  which  should  be  amended  accordingly.  Ob- 
viously, a  proper  observance  of  this  rule  would  prevent  delinquency. 

It  is  probably  impracticable  to  secure  that  degree  of  fullness, 
precision  and  promptness  in  these  reports  which  every  earnest 
worker  in  the  Grand  Army  must  desire.  Looking  back  through 
the  reports  of  some  of  my  predecessors,  I  find  that  even  so  efficient 
and  tireless  a  worker  as  Comrade  Goodale,  of  Massachusetts,  was 
unable  to  secure  satisfactory  results,  although  he  says  in  his  report 
that  during  eight  months  of  his  year  he  gave  nearly  all  of  his  time 
free  from  business  cares,  and  many  hours  which  he  should  have  de- 
voted to  business,  to  his  duties  as  Inspector-General.     It  is  quite 
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possible,  however,  that  something  may  be  done  in  this  direction 
by  revising  and  simplifying  the  inspection  forms  and  confining 
ourselves  to  practical  points. 

What  is  needed  by  the  Inspector-General  from  the  Department 
Inspector  is  a  return  substantially  as  follows : 

Total  number  of  Posts. 

Total  membership. 

Posts  inspected. 

Membership  of  inspected  posts. 

Average  attendance. 

Posts  in  which  ritual  is  properly  exemplified. 

Posts  whose  officers  and  guards  are  fully  uniformed  and  e(|uipped. 

Posts  whose  members  are  fully  uniformed. 

Posts  whose  records  are  complete  and  well  kept. 

Posts  whose  reports  and  taxes  have  all  been  forwarded. 

Posts  having  a  relief  fund. 

Aggregate  of  Post  relief  funds. 

Aggregate  expenditures  by  Posts  for  relief. 

Aggregate  of  funds  in  hands  of  Post  quartermasters. 

Aggregate  value  of  other  pr(>j)erty  owned  by  Posts. 

Posts  with  W.  R  C.  attached. 

Posts  with  S.  of  V.  attached. 

This  cuts  down  the  number  of  columns  in  Form  E  from 
twenty-seven  to  seventeen.  It  omits  certain  questions  which  seem 
to  me  either  unnecessary,  unimportant  or  ambiguous,  and  contains 
none  which  do  not  clearly  indicate  plain,  direct  answers.  For  ex- 
ample, I  have  omitted  the  two  questions  in  Form  E  as  to  the  regu- 
lar attendance  of  officers  and  members.  The  question  of  what 
constitutes  ** regular  attendance''  seems  to  puzzle  a  great  many 
inspecting  officers.  **  Generally  so";  **Not  all  of  them";  **Ye8, 
on  special  occasions";  **  Fairly  so";  * 'Average  about  fifty";  *'A 
reasonable  proportion";  ** About  one-half  are";  **A  few";  **As 
much  as  can  be  expected,"  are  specimen  answers  to  these  questions. 
A  record  of  average  attendance  would  answer  these  questions  more 
precisely,  and  also  determine  the  further  question  whether  officers 
and  members  exhibit  an  interest  in  the  Post.  This  latter  question 
also  seems  to  have  puzzled  inspecting  officers,  some  of  whom  an- 
swer thus:  ** They  do  when  they  get  there";  **  Partly";  *'Some 
few";  ** Those  that  go."  I  have  omitted  also  the  questions  as  to 
flags  on  schoolhouses,  not  on  account  of  any  lack  of  appreciation 
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of  the  imjK)rtance  of  this  subject,  but  because  the  returus  are  vague 
aud  incomplete,  and  because  I  think  it  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  special  inquiry  from  time  to  time.  In  reply  to  the  question : 
**Are  the  schoolhouses  in  this  district  supplied  with  the  U.  S. 
flag?"  one  inspector  laconically  answers  **  Some";  and  to  the  ques- 
tion :  "If  not,  give  the  number  of  such  district  or  ward  ?  "  "  Can't 
doit."  Other  inspectors  answer,  **Do  not  know,"  **  Somewhat," 
and  **  Mostly." 

I  have  received  reports  from  twenty-seven  Assistant  Inspectors- 
Greneral,  leaving  seventeen  delinquents,  who  hail  from  the  following 
departments:  Alabama,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Idaho, 
Indian  Territory,  Maryland,  Michigan,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota, 
Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Washington 
and  Alaska;  all  this  notwithstanding  re|>eated  calls  from  Head- 
quarters. 

It  is  not  easy  to  say  what  will  prove  an  effectual  remedy  for 
such  glaring  delinquency  among  these  officers.  Possibly  a  special 
order  sent  to  each  Inspector,  directing  him  to  make  an  inspection 
of  a  neighboring  department,  might  result  in  more  complete  re- 
turns, and  at  the  same  time  do  away  with  what  seems  to  me  the 
undesirable  practice  of  having  a  Department  !n8j)ected  by  one  of 
its  own  members.  In  this  connection  allusion  should  be  made  to 
the  practice,  which  I  understand  to  be  quite  common,  of  allowing 
Posts  to  be  inspected  by  their  own  members.  This  should  be  dis- 
couraged in  every  possible  way.  The  work  of  inspection  should  be 
conducted  thoroughly,  rigidly,  and  with  a  reganl  to  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  Order,  aud  not  to  the  natural  prido  of  Posts  or  Depart- 
ments. 

The  reports  received  are  of  great  interest  and  some  of  them 
are  models  of  official  work.  I  regret  that  the  limited  space  allowed 
to  the  Inspection  Department  in  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  National  P^ucampmeut  comi)el8  me  to  omit  much  of  this  matter. 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that,  notwithstanding  the  matters 
which  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  criticise,  the  Order  generally  is  in 
a  healthy  and  vigorous  condition ;  that  it  is  filled  with  a  fraternity 
which  only  grows  warmer  as  the  years  increase ;  with  a  charity 
which  flows  from  loving  hearts  and  liberal  hands,  and  a  loyalty 
which  combines  the  steadiness  of  manhood  with  the  enthusiasm 
and  effervescence  of  youth.     Whatever  laxity  there  may  be  in  the 
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liDe  of  official  duty,  whether  the  plamtive  wails  of  Inspector- Gen- 
eral shall  be  heeded  or  not,  while  the  Grand  Army  maintaiils  faith- 
fully its  three  great  principles,  it  will  remain  a  vitalizing,  inspiring 
force  in  our  beloved  land. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me, 
and  to  you  for  the  courtesy  and  promptness  with  which  you  have 
responded  to  my  many  calls,  I  tender  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments."   In  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty, 

William  M.  Olin, 

Imiedor'  General, 


EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF   ASSISTANT   INSPEC- 
TORS-GENERAL. 


CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA. 

T.    S.    TAYLOR,    A.    I.    (i. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  Department,  Headquarters  has  been  lo- 
cated in  San  Francisco,  with  the  exception  of  one  terra,  when  it  was  moved 
to  Ij08  Angeles;  and  from  the  experience  so  dearly  bought  by  loss  of  docu- 
ments and  wear  and  tear  of  furniture  and  etjuipment  through  transit,  the 
Comrades  have  determined  that  although  the  Department  Commander  may 
come  from  another  section,  it  is  wiser  that  the  metropolis  should  retain  the 
honor  for  the  balance  of  the  time  that  the  order  exists. 

I  find  that  the  Assistant  Adjutant-(iencral  has  complied  with  Regula- 
tions in  every  particular,  and  that  the  books  of  record  are  in  perfect  order : 
I  also  find  a  complete  record  of  the  Proceedings  of  Department  Encamp- 
ments from  the  time  that  it  was  a  Provisional  Department,  and  also  com- 
plete files  of  Reports  from  Posts,  covering  Adjutant's  and  Quartermaster's 
Departments.  Correspondence  is  never  neglected,  and  all  communica- 
tions received  at  Headquarters  are  projierly  tiled  and  of  ready  reference. 

In  the  Assistant  (Juartermastcr-denerars  Department  I  find  a  system- 
atic set  of  books,  neatly  kept,  that  would  be  of  credit  to  any  mercantile 
house  whose  business  is  of  greater  volume. 

The  W.  R.  C.,  our  recognized  auxiliary,  and  Ladies  of  the  (i.  A.  R., 
are  doing  noble  work  thnuighout  the  Order. 

The  order  of  Sons  of  Veterans  has  now  lifteen  Camps  in  good  standing, 
and  are  working  steadily  on. 
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CONSOLIDATED 


) 


D^PX^TMB^'S^S 


Alabama- 

Connecticut-  ' 

Florida  - 
Georgia- 
Idaho  -  .. 
ininoLE  - 
Indiana^ 
Indian  Tcmtory 

Iowa • 

&ansa«. -" 

Kentucky  • 
Maine  -  -— 
Marylapd— 
Ma^sachuaetU- 

Michi^D - 

Minnesota 
Mispouri  - 
Montana-.- 
^"ebra^ka     ^ . 
^ew  Hampshire- 
Xow  Jersey-- 
»w  3Jejico  - 

New  York 

Ohio- 

Oklaboma 

Qre^oD - 

Peiin«ylv»n»*— 
Potomac  ■'"•r"' 
Rhode  I»  and." 
South  Dakota-  • 
Texai- 

UUh-  

teTa^nd-NorihCaroUi 

Wisconsin 
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The  Department  Commander  having  lately  made  an  inspection  of  the 
Veterans*  Home  at  Yountville,  informs  me  that  there  are  about  600  Com- 
rades stationed  there;  that  they  are  well  cared  for,  and  seem  to  be  quite 
contented,  and  he  is  sure  there  is  no  effort  spared  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
to  make  them  so.  They  have  their  social  hall,  and  a  meeting  hall  for  Post 
meetings ;  there  being  one  Post  mustered  from  among  the  members.  The 
State  is  quite  liberal  in  its  appropriations  to  help  cover  expenses,  and  the 
National  Government  assumes  its  share  of  the  total. 

Concerning  the  National  Home  at  Santa  Monica  1  cannot  do  better 
than  quote  from  correspondence  dated  February  2d  :  ""^The  Pacific  branch 
now  presents  a  more  crowded  condition  than  ever  before  in  its  eight  years 
history,  to-day's  roll  call  showing  a  membership  of  even  1,800.  No  vacant 
beds  have  been  reported  in  any  department  for  many  weeks  past.  Thirty- 
five  men  are  sleeping  on  the  floor,  and  even  space  for  this  latter  accommo- 
dation has  been  exhausted." 

Present  for  duly  February  2d 1,287 

On  furlough \ 337 

In  hospital  and  "Convalescent  Co." 176 

Total  1,800 

At  this  institution  there  are  two  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  K.,  the  second  one 
having  received  its  charter  only  a  few  days  since  under  the  name  of  **Uncle 
Sam  Post  No.  177." 

The  Home  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  at  Evergreen  is  well  estab- 
lished, having  under  its  fostering  care  about  twenty  inmates,  and  bids  fair 
to  be  of  equal  benefit  to  the  Corps  that  the  State  and  National  Homes  are 
to  the  G.  A.  R. 

Memorial  Day  is  universally  observed  throughout  the  State,  even  in 
localities  where  there  is  no  Grand  Army  Post.  In  some  sections  where 
there  are  only  a  few  old  Vets,  living,  they  have  sent  to  the  A.  A.  G.  for 
service  books  so  that  the  G.  A.  R.  service  could  be  used. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  concentrating  the  Department  of  the  Annual 
Encampment  on  account  of  the  distance  to  be  traveled,  (over  700  miles 
from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other)  District  Encampments  have  been 
organized  within  the  Department;  that  in  the  Northern  District  being  the 
first  organized,  and  since  the  success  demonstrated  by  that,  the  Southern 
Posts  have  been  in  Camp  during  ten  days  of  the  summer  for  many  years. 
Last  year  it  was  held  at  Santa  Monica,  and  this  year  it  will  be  at  Ventura. 
To  these  Encampments  the  old  Vets,  take  their  families  and  live  under 
canvas  for  the  allotted  lime,  and  have  a  regular  picnic  for  fun  and  enjoy- 
ment. All  the  calls  are  sounded  from  reveille  to  taps,  and  dress  parade  is 
held  every  afternoon.  One  very  pretty  feature  is  the  dismissal  of  parade 
by  States,  when  old  fellows  find  Comrades  from  their  own  State  which  might 
not  be  known  to  them  under  other  conditions. 
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The  appointment  of  0)ninide  W.  W.  Stone  to  supervise  military  in- 
struction in  public  schools  meets  with  the  approval  of  the  whole  Depart- 
ment. He  is  a  good  officer,  an  earnest  worker  for  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  having 
been  connected  with  the  educational  department  of  the  city  in  the  capacity 
of  principal  of  public  schools  for  many  years,  we  feel  that  National  Head- 
quarters will  be  entirely  satisfied  with  his  work. 

School  flags  are  generally  in  use  except  in  sparsely  settled  districts. 
Eastern  Departments  can  scarcely  realize  the  hardship  that  some  of  our 
Comrades  undergo  for  the  satisfaction  of  attending  a  Post  meeting.  I 
know  of  a  case  of  one  of  our  Past  Department  Commanders  driving  through 
the  northern  part  of  the  State,  off  the  line  of  the  railroad,  when  he  met 
an  old  fellow  trudging  along,  and  having  a  seat  in  his  buggy  invited  him 
to  jump  in.  He  did  so,  and  when  asked  where  he  was  going,  he  said: 
*'()ver  to  Kelseyville  to  attend  a  (xrand  Army  Post  meeting."  And  it  was 
forty  miles  from  where  he  started,  and  the  old  fellow  was  (luite  willing  to 
walk  it  for  the  pleasure  he  would  have.  And  now,  believing  this  to  l>e  too 
much  to  ask  of  Comrades,  the  Department  Commander  has  issued  a  circular 
regarding  the  formation  of  Pickets,  following  the  general  plan  already 
adopted  by  the  Departments  of  Minnesota  and  Kentucky. 


COLORADO  AND  WYOMING. 

N.   A.   BAKER,  A.   I.  (i. 

Our  membership  is  made  up  of  Comrades  from  widely  sei)arated  orig- 
inal homes,  and  considering  this,  interest  in  our  meetings  is  well  sustained 
and  is  the  cause  of  much  satisfactiim  to  all  lovers  of  the  Order. 

It  can  not  be  said  that  the  numbers  of  (Jrand  Army  membership  is  in- 
creasing perceptibly,  if  at  all,  in  this  Depnrtment.  The  growing  debility 
of  increasing  age  is  the  true  explanation.  Comrades  can  not  now  attend 
meetings  as  formerly.  I  am  satistied  that,  as  time  goes  on,  consolidation 
of  some  Posts  ought  t<»  follow.  Indeed,  the  formation  of  new  ones  really 
should  now  be  deprecated. 

About  one  hundred  old  soldiers  are  at  present  <juartered  at  the  State 
Soldiers'  Hcmie  at  Monte  Vista,  Colorado.  It  has  seemed  to  me  something 
of  the  idea  of  imprisonment  that  attaches  to  residence  in  some  Soldiers' 
Homes  could  be  obviated  by  affording  an  annex  to  the  Home,  where  the 
companionship  and  assistance  of  soldiers'  wives  could  be  had  in  times  of 
loneliness  or  sickness. 

The  organizations  of  Sons  and  ot  Daughters  of  Veterans  in  this  De- 
partment are  not  in  a  thriving  c<mdition,  only  a  few  Camj)s  being  in 
existence. 

The  activity  of  the  several  ladies'  organizations  doing  relief  work  in 
Grand  Army  circles  continues  to  challenge  commendati(m  and  elicit  the 
praise  and  gratitude  of  those  benefited. 
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I  have  not  endeavored  to  ct)mpile  a  <juantity  of  dry  detail»,  comprising 
statistical  niatter  relative  to  this  Department  of  the  (irand  Army,  but  de- 
sire to  convey  to  the  fraternity  of  Comrades  in  other  part«  of  our  beloved 
land  greetings  and  good  cheer.  We  of  the  mountain  lands  of  the  Republic 
are  still  doing  the  duty  of  patriots.  We  instill  and  command  as  oppor- 
tunity may  offer,  zealously  and  continuously,  the  lessons  of  Fraternity, 
Charity  and  Loyalty. 


DELAVARE. 

EI.WOOD  CRAKJ,    A.   I.    (i, 

I  visited  the  lleadcjuarters  on  the  eve  of  our  Kncampment  and  was 
very  courteously  received  by  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Comrade  J. 
S.  Litzenburg,  who  cheerfullv  placed  before  me  all  of  his  books  and  papers. 
1  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  that  I  found  them  in  excellent  shape. 
I  then  visited  the  Assistant  (Quartermaster-General,  W.  S.  Byron,  whose 
l>ooks  and  accounts  I  found  correct. 

We  have  two  Camj>s  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  but  they  are  not  very  strong. 
We  have  a  Ladies  Relief  Corps  here,  but  a  number  of  our  Posts  have  a 
Ladies'  Aid  that  is  doing  a  good  work.  All  of  our  public  schools  have  Old 
(flory  Hying  over  them,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  Memorial  Day  was 
more  generally  observed,  both  in  our  city  and  throughout  the  State,  than  in 
years  past. 

1  am  pleased  to  say  that  our  Department,  though  small,  is  getting  along 
very  nicely  with  bright  [irospects  ahead. 


FLORIDA. 

(iKOmjK   H.    ATWOOD,    A.    I.    (i. 

The  Headquarters  of  this  De[>artnient  are  conducted  in  accordance 
with  the  reciuirements  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations.  The  books  are  all  in 
gm>d  order  and  proi)erly  kept.  1  do  not  find  on  rec(»rd  a  full  set  of  the 
Proceedings  of  Department  Encampments. 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Kncampment  was  held  at  the  city  of  Daytona, 
February  17th,  ISIMI,  and  wa^^  well  attended.  The  proceedings  were  most 
harmonious  and  delightful.  Conirade  I>.  Y.  Jenness  was  elected  Depart- 
Hient  Commander  by  acclamation,  as  was  also  C  M.  Ellis,  Senior  Vice- 
Commander,  and  J.  M.  Hear,  Junior  Vice-(.'cmmander.  This  Department 
has  twenty-seven  Posts,  with  a  membership  of  'hA)  in  good  standing.  This 
does  not  include  the  four  Posts  who  have  n(»t  responded.  I  am  informed 
that  a  new  Post  is  about  to  l)e  organized,  and  that  the  future  prospects  of 
this  Department  are  bright. 

Memorial  Day  was  universally  observed  throughout  this  Department. 
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GEORGIA. 

JAMBS  O.    LADD,    A.    I.    G. 

My  report  of  inspection  of  the  affairs  of  this  Department  was  made  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Department  Encampment  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  March  28, 
1896. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  Department  officers  submitted  to  the  En- 
campment, evidenced  much  interest  and  painstaking  labor.  The  Depart- 
ment records  are  complete  and  orderly  in  so  far  as  reports  from  Posts  were 
received,  but  several  Posts  are  delinquent. 

The  records  show  a  net  increase  of  120  members  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1895,  largely  acquired  by  the  addition  of  Colony  Post  No.  14, 
at  Fitzgerald,  Ga.,  the  membership  of  which  when  mustered,  December  22, 
1895,  was  111. 

So  surprising  an  accretion  to  our  ranks  as  is  Colony  Post,  migrated 
within  the  past  few  months  from  Posts  of  the  Northern  and  Western  States, 
unquestionably  marks  the  dawn  of  a  new  and  more  prosperous  era  in  our 
departmental  history.  This  Post's  membership  has  swelled  from  111  at 
date  of  muster,  to  225  on  the  date  of  the  meeting  of  the  Department  En- 
campment, with  possible  expectations  the  membership  will  soon  closely  ap- 
proximate that  of  all  other  Posts  of  the  Department  combined. 

It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  the  mere  existence  of  a  number  of  the 
weaker  Posts  of  this  Department  to-day  is  an  exalting  tribute  to  the  frater- 
nity that  has  characterized  those  whose  province  it  has  been  officially  to 
extend,  maintain  and  perpetuate  the  principles  and  memories  of  that  glo- 
rious struggle  to  preserve  the  union  of  the  States  from  1861  to  1865.  The 
need  and  expediency  for  the  establishing  of  these  picket  Posts  should  be 
sufficient  argument  for  their  support  and  continuance,  with  proper  repre- 
sentation in  our  councils,  until  they  cease  to  report  on  duty. 

This  Department  has  experienced  the  need  of  some  action  regulating 
the  wearing  of  the  (jrand  Army  badge  by  veterans  who  are  no  longer  active 
members  of  the  Order,  or  are  ineligible. 

ILLINOIS. 

EDWARD   KIRK,  JR.,  A.  I.  O. 

The  Headquarters  records — books,  orders,  etc. — are  well  kept  and  the 
business  of  the  office  conducted  in  that  courteous  and  fraternal  manner 
which  is  characteristic  of  the  true  soldier. 

Our  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Orphans'  Home,  at  Normal,  III.,  is  one  of 
the  grandest  institutions  of  our  State,  caring  for  and  educating  about  4">0 
orphans  of  our  late  Comrades  and  fitting  them  for  the  battle  of  life. 

Tuesday,  July  14, 1  visited  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home,  at  Quincy, 
111.,  having  within  its  ** cottage  homes"  over  1,000  of  those  who,  side  by 
side  with  us  in  the  dark  days,  are  now,  in  the  decline  of  life,  made 
comfortable. 
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INDIANA, 

JASPER   E.    LEWIS,    A.  I.  O. 

It  was  with  pleasure  that  I  complied  with  the  requirements  of  "Chapter 
5,  Article  5,  Section  3,"  of  the  Rules  and  Eegulations  of  our  Order,  in  vis- 
iting Department  Headquarters,  located  permanently  in  room  25  of  the 
State  House,  at  Indianapolis,  a  room  that  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  our 
wants  in  its  arrangements  for  filing  all  reports,  books,  papers  and  other 
archives  of  work  done  in  this  Department. 

Following  the  death  of  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  Weaver  last 
fall,  the  Council  of  Administration,  in  my  judgment,  very  wisely  decided 
to  consolidate  the  work  of  the  offices  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General  and 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General.  Commander  Shively,  therefore,  detailed 
Comrade  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Richard  M.  Smock  as  Assistant  Quar- 
ternjaster-General,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  consolidation 
has  proved  very  successful,  and  met  with  most  hearty  approval  by  the 
Comrades  assembled  in  Seventeenth  Annual  Encampment  at  South  Bend. 

The  reduction  in  number  of  Posts  and  in  total  membership  of  our 
Order  in  this  Department  can  be  largely  accounted  for  by  the  financial 
stringency  of  our  times,  augmented  by  the  reductions,  suspensions  and 
dropping  from  the  pension  rolls  of  thousands  of  Comrades.  We  have 
strong  and  well-founded  hopes  that  the  present  year  will  show  a  healthy 
gain  in  membership. 

With  gladness  do  I  report  a  growing  interest  on  the  part  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  as  shown  by  a  very  gratifying  growth  in  the  number  of  Camps 
and  the  memberships  of  same ;  but  this  organization  needs  more  of  sym- 
pathy and  encouragement  on  the  part  of  all  members  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 

Reports  on  file  from  the  Soldiers^  and  Sailors'  Orphans*  Home  show 
that  over  six  hundred  of  our  orphan  children  are  now  being  cared  for  and 
educated  there. 

Every  Comrade  of  our  Department  is  justly  proud  of  the  achievement 
of  our  Order  in  having  erected  our  State  Soldiers'  Home,  where  the  aged 
and  disabled  veteran  can  live  in  peace  and  comfort  with  the  wife  who  has 
been  his  faithful  companion  and  helper.  The  home  has  just  been  turned 
over  to  the  State,  but  with  a  Board  of  Trustees,  every  one  of  whom  is  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  We  have  the  assurance, 
therefore,  that  the  best  interests  of  the  Home  will  be  6ver  guarded,  and  its 
opportunities  for  doing  good  will  grow  and  be  met  iu  the  true  spirit  of  Fra- 
ternity, as  the  necessities  of  the  coming  years  shall  demonstrate. 

The  Indiana  Branch  of  the  National  Home,  located  at  Marion,  con- 
tinues to  be  one  of  the  most  comfortable,  and,  consequently,  most  popu- 
lar of  all  National  Homes. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  showing  a  marked  increase  in  numerical 
strength. 
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All  over  Indiana,  as  in  other  parts  of  our  country,  is  Memorial  Day 
becoming  more  and  more  a  sacred  day,  but,  like  other  sacred  days  of  our 
calendar  year,  calls  for  the  mighty  influence  of  the  loyal,  the  true  and  the 
brave,  which  constitute  the  best  elements  in  every  community,  that  the  day 
may  not  be  desecrated  by  either  the  thoughtless  or  vicious  living  in  our 
midst. 


IOWA. 

F.  M.  THOMPSON,  A.  I.  (i. 

In  my  belief  there  is  no  Department  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic in  better  working  order  than  that  of  Iowa.  Headcfuarters  are  located  at 
Des  Moines,  in  an  elegantly  furnished  suite  of  rooms  in  the  Capitol  build- 
ing, where  its  records  have  been  kept  for  several  years,  and  are  in  the 
hands  of  Colonel  R.  L.  Chase,  the  Assistant  Adjutant-deneral,  who  seems 
to  be  particularly  fitted  for  this  position. 

Finances:  Total  cash  receipts  for  year  $8,927.47;  total  disbursements, 
including  $3,000  loan,  $7,288.43;  balance  cash  on  hands,  $1,644.04.  Cash 
on  hand,  including  mortgage  loans,  supplies  on  hand  and  fixtures,  $8,407.02. 

Comrade  J.  F.  Thompson,  of  Forest  City,  Iowa,  Department  Inspector, 
has  done  excellent  work  in  the  inspection  of  the  Posts  of  the  Department. 

Comrade  Captain  W.  W.  Gardner,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General 
of  this  Department,  has  always  been  prompt  in  performing  the  duties  of  his 
office. 

The  Iowa  Soldiers*  Home  is  located  at  Marshaltown,  Iowa.  The 
present  membership  is  585,  number  of  old  ladies,  25;  number  on  furlough, 
76;  applications  on  file  for  12  months,  278;  applications  rejected,  98;  ad- 
mitted, 186;  number  in  hospital,  69;  average  age  about  63;  capacity  of  old 
hospital,  80.  On  our  visit  in  May,  we  were  forcibly  reminded  of  the  neces- 
sity of  more  hospital  room,  which  at  this  date,  we  are  happy  to  report,  is 
being  supplied  in  a  new  building,  which  will  admit,  when  completed,  110 
occupants.  This  new  hospital  building  will  be  completed  about  November 
1.  There  is  also  being  built  a  residence  for  the  Commandant  and  Surgeon, 
a  very  much  needed  improvement,  as  the  ('ommandant  is  now  occupying 
rooms  in  the  main  building,  which  should  be  given  over  to  the  members  of 
the  Home.  The  Soldiers*  Home  and  Old  Ladies'  Home  are  substantial 
brick  buildings,  well  adapted  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  con- 
structed. I  think  the  Home  is  in  good  hands,  and  the  Comrades,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  are  well  satisfied.  The  old  boys  have  a  flourishing  Grand 
Army  Post,  where  they  can  meet  and  enjoy  the  privileges  of  the  Post  room. 

We  feel  that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  could  not  exist  without 
the  helping  hand  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  The  recommendation  of 
our  Department  Commander,  Comrade  J.  K.  P.  Thomjison,  in  his  address 
to  the  recent  State  Encampment,  that  it  was  hoped  that  the  Lidies  of  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND   ARMY  OF  THE   REPUBLIC.  127 

Grand  Army  of  tlie  Kepiiblic  work  in  co-operation  with  the  Women's  Re- 
lief Corps,  we  heartily  endornc,  and  we  entertain  the  hope  that  this  may  be 
accomplished. 

The  Iowa  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home  is  situated  at  Davenport.  It  con- 
sists of  eighteen  well  ecjuipped  cottages,  accommodating  twenty-five  to 
thirtv-five  children  each;  a  school-house  with  a  seating  capacity  of  five 
hundred,  an  engine  house,  a  manual  training  building,  and  a  barn  with  a 
storage  capacity  for  one  hundred  tons  of  hay  and  stable  room  for  twenty- 
five  cows  and  six  horses,  leaving  space  for  carriages,  vehicles,  farm  imple- 
ments, etc.  In  the  construction  and  arrangement  of  the  buildings  provisions 
for  air,  sunshine  and  water  are  well  provided  for.  The  officers  and  em- 
ployes number  fifty-five  persons.  The  number  of  children  inmates  December 
81,  1895,  were:  C^)unty  children,  1%;  soldiers' children,  265.  Of  these 274 
were  males  and  187  females.  The  health  fulness  of  the  Home  is  reported 
excellent. 

Through  the  influence  of  Past  Department  Commander  C.  L.  David- 
son, Flag  Day  was  instituted  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  the  22d  of  February 
is  observed  throughout  the  State  in  our  public  schools  for  the  teaching  of 
patriotism.  Our  Department  Commander  called  the  attention  of  the  differ- 
ent Posts  throughout  the  vState,  by  Order  No.  7,  in  which  he  urged  them  to 
take  part  in  the  observance  of  this  day,  which  the  Comrades  enthusiastic- 
ally did. 

I  should  be  derelict  in  my  duty  did  I  not  mention  the  heroic  work 
done  by  Past  Department  Commander  Thompson.  Immediately  after  his 
election  the  Department  Commander,  in  conference  with  Comrade  J.  F. 
Merry,  Past  Department  Commander  C.  L.  Davidson  and  others,  inaugu- 
rated a  movement  which  resulted  in  the  presentation  of  a  resolution  to  the 
National  Encampment  by  the  Department  of  Iowa  forever  setting  apart 
the  famous  Vicksburg  battlefield  as  a  National  Military  Park.  This  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  National  Encampment.  It  was 
very  fitting  that  Iowa  should  take  the  initiative  in  this  patriotic  movement, 
70  per  cent,  of  her  levy  having  been  engaged  in  the  reduction  of  this 
Ciibraltar. 


KANSAS* 

ED.    F.    JONES,    A.    T.    (i. 

I  have  inspected  the  Headquarters  of  this  Department,  and,  although 
on  that  day  the  office  was  "on  the  march,"  changing  from  its  tem|M)rary  to 
its  permanent  quarters  in  the  State  Capitol  building,  yet  I  found  the  De- 
partment officers  at  home,  ready  and  willing  to  welcome,  aid  and  assist  me 
in  my  labor. 

Our  legislature,  in  1895,  passed  an  act  granting  permission  to  the  G. 
A.  R.  to  locate  permanent  Headquarters  in  the  State  House. 
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Headquarters  are  now  located  in  the  room  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Governor.  It  is  about  twenty-five  feet  square,  with  high  ceiling,  two  large 
windows  in  the  east  and  two  in  the  south  sides  of  the  room,  walls  hand- 
somely finished  and  floor  carpeted,  steam  heat,  lighted  by  both  gas  and 
electricity :  handsome  and  conveniently  arranged  cases  for  books  and  pa- 
pers fill  all  the  west  side  of  the  room,  and  the  necessary  desks  and  chairs, 
revolving  book  cases  and  other  fixtures  make  it  complete.  In  the  course 
of  a  year  or  two,  when  the  whole  building  is  completed  and  we  get  the 
other  room  referred  to  in  the  act,  and  our  G.  A.  R.  Museum  arranged,  we 
will  be  in  shape  to  report  the  neatest  **Home"  of  any  Department  in  the 
land. 

Commander  Whitney,  his  Adjutant  and  Comrade  O.  H.  Coulter,  who 
has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  our  Museum,  were  at  Headquarters 
the  day  of  my  visit,  and  vied  with  each  other  in  assisting  me  to  get  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  books,  papers  and  accounts  of  the  Department.  I  take 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  I  found  everything  in  excellent  shape. 

In  regard  to  Memorial  Day,  I  have  to  report  that  throughout  the  State 
it  is  more  generally  observed  than  heretofore,  the  attendance  larger,  and 
the  day  generally  turned  over  to  the  control  of  the  old  soldiers. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  the  ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  Sons 
of  Veterans,  each  and  all,  are  prospering  and  doing  their  full  share  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  each  year  we  find  ourselves  placed  under 
greater  obligations  to  them  for  assistance  rendered  and  kindness  shown  us 
by  them. 

In  regard  to  the  Soldier's  Orphans*  Home  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  I  can  do 
no  better  than  use  the  words  of  Superintendent  C.  E.  Faulkner,  whom  I 
consider  the  Key-Stone  to  the  institution  and  a  man  whom  Kansas  can  not 
afford  to  lose:  **The  new  buildings  provided  for  by  the  last  Legislature 
are  approaching  completion,  and  we  expect  to  have  them  equipped  for  use 
by  fall.  The  completion  of  the  plant  will  secure  to  Kansas  a  model  in- 
stitution for  'child  saving  work,'  and  under  a  careful  system  of  home 
finding  for  the  destitute  of  tender  years,  and  proper  aids  to  employment 
for  those  who  have  been  trained  to  render  service,  the  time  will  not  be 
long  when  every  dependent,  neglected,  abandoned  or  ill-treated  child  in 
Kansas  will,  under  our  wise  law,  be  provided  for.  We  will  have  a  special 
training  school  for  the  older  girls,  where  they  can  be  instructed  in  the 
science  of  cooking,  and  the  boys  will  be  taught  much  practical  knowledge 
of  gardening,  horticulture,  etc.,  as  will  enable  them  to  command  fair  wages 
in  their  efforts  toward  self-support.  Our  schools  are  well  organized  with  a 
kindergarten  as  a  starting  station,  and  pupils  will  receive  every  advantage 
of  a  common  school  education.  They  will  be  taught  the  duties  of  good 
citizenship  and  such  religious  truths  as  will  fit  them  to  come  into  a  full 
understanding  of  the  value  of  correct  living." 

This  report,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  incomplete  without  referring  to 
our  Encampment  held  at  Beloit,  Kansas,  in  April.  It  was  one  of  the  finest 
we  ever  held  in  the  State. 
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The  Kansas  State  Soldiers^  Home  at  Fort  Dodge  furnislies  me  with  the 
following  status:  Members  present,  104;  wives,  82;  widows,  4;  boys,  <tO; 
girls,  ST;  mechanics,  3;  number  in  officers*  families,  21;  making  a  total  of 
:M»1.  CVdonel  C  M.  Cunningham  and  his  Adjutant,  S.  H.  Thomas,  give 
universal  satisfaction. 


KENTUCKY. 

CHARLES   E.  CARROLL,   A.   I.  (J. 

The  Ileadtiuarters  of  the  Department  are  located  in  Ix)uisville,  where 
the  Commander,  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  the  Assistant  (^uarter- 
master-(ieneral  all  reside. 

The  work  of  all  the  Department  officers  is  most  satisfactorily  done. 

The  financial  straits  of  the  country  have  worked  against  the  (irand 
Army  of  this  Department  to  some  extent,  but,  notwithstanding  the  hard 
times,  the  falling  off  is  not  as  large  as  was  expected. 

Here,  there  are  more  cx-soldiers  outside  the  (Jrand  Army  than  in  the 
ranks.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  scattered  far  and  wide  over 
the  State — many  in  places  so  remote  from  towns  that  they  have  grown 
indifferent;  while  others  are  unable  to  pay  the  re<iuired  dues.  To  remedy 
this  stale  of  affairs,  a  system  of  what  are  called  Picket  Posts  has  been 
inaugurated,  which  it  is  hoped  may  create  a  new  interest. 

It  has  not  been  in  operation  sufficiently  long  tx>  show  whether  or  not  it 
will  work  successfully,  but  in  several  cases  where  these  Posts  have  been 
established  the  result  is  good. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  Sons  of  Veterans  are  in  a  flourishing 
c(mdition.  The  latter  are  putting  forth  stupendous  efforts  towards  the 
success  of  the  annual  National  Encampment,  to  be  held  in  I^)uisville  next 
fall 

There  are  several  national  cemeteries  in  this  State,  the  principal  one 
l)eing  in  ('ave  Hill,  Ix)uisville,  where  about  5,000  Federal  dead  lie  buried. 
That  their  memory  may  be  forever  preserved,  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a 
handsome  monument.  To  this  end  a  company  has  been  incorporated,  and 
is  at  work  endeavoring  to  raise  the  necessary  fund^^.  Some  money  has 
already  been  subscribed,  and  a  call  will  be  made  on  each  Grand  Army 
Department  to  contribute. 

The  observance  of  Memorial  Day  is  general  throughout  this  Depart- 
ment. In  I»ui8ville  the  ceremonies  are  always  on  an  elalwrate  scale.  On 
last  Memorial  Day,  it  is  estimated  that  at  least  25,000  persons  were  in 
attendance  at  Cave  Hill.  The  children  of  the  public  schools  took  an  active 
part.     Thus  is  the  patriotic  spirit  of  our  citizens  manifested. 

We  have  no  Soldiers'  Home  in  our  State,  but  our  members  of  Congress 
are  making  strenuous  efforts  to  have  one  locate<l  here. 
9— Ci.   A.   R. 
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Tlie  Twenty-Ninth  National  Encampment,  held  here  last  September, 
has  been  productive  of  incalculable  good — mainly,  in  restoring  confidence 
between  the  sections,  and  creating  a  feeling  of  good  will  toward  the  (irand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  which  was  heretofore  regarded  by  many  ajs  a 
sectional  instead  of  a  national  organization. 


LOUISIANA  AND  MISSISSIPPL 

OSCAK    PILMAN,    A.    I.    (J. 

I  examined  and  inspected  the  books  of  the  Department  officers,  and 
found  them  in  excellent  condition.  It  was  evident  that  every  detail  in  De- 
partment Headquarters  was  promptly  and  carefully  attended  to. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  Judge- Advocate  has  nothing  to  report  in  the 
way  of  troublesome  work. 

Special  compliment  is  due  Department  Commander  Chas.  W.  Keeting 
for  his  untiring  zeal. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  so  far,  we  have  no  Soldiers'  Home,  and  our  Com- 
rades in  their  old  age  are  still  unsheltered. 


MAINE. 

JOHN    F.    FOSTER,    A.    I.    (i. 

I  know  of  no  reason  why  I  can  not  say  that  this  Department  is  in  its 
usual  prosperous  condition. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

WILT^IAM    L.    GAGE,    A.    I.    (\. 

I  find  the  Department  in  a  good  condition,  well  officered,  and  appa- 
rently those  at  the  head  of  affairs  have  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  at 
heart.  I  carefully  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Assistant 
(^uartermaster-Cieneral,  and  found  them  well  kept,  and  vouchers  on  file  for 
all  payments.  The  report  showed  assets  of  $S,177,  and  all  bills  paid, 
which  speaks  well  for  the  financial  condition  of  the  Department. 

The  report  of  the  Judge- Advocate  is  also  an  evidence  of  the  fact  that 
the  utmost  harmony  prevails  in  the  Department,  as  he  has  not  been  called 
upon  to  decide  a  single  point  during  his  term  of  service,  no  charges  of  mis- 
demeanor or  otherwise  having  been  reported  for  action.  The  reports  of  the 
other  Department  officers  are  very  full  and  in  detail  and  reflect  much  credit 
on  their  faithful  services  as  officials  of  the  Department.  I  feel  that  I  can 
say  that  a  happy  prospect  for  the  future  life  of  the  (irand  Army  in  this 
State  from  now  on  to  its  close  is  assured. 
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MINNESOTA* 

HARRISON    WHITK,    A.    I.    (J. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  careful  inspection  of  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Minnesota,  and  the  records  of  the  same, 
which  I  find  in  excellent  condition. 

The  Headquarters  of  the  Department  are  conveniently  located  in  Room 
1117,  Lumher  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  are  comuuidious  and  attractive  to 
visitors,  the  walls  being  decorated  with  "Old  (Jlory,"  souvenirs  of  the  sev- 
eral National  and  Department  Encampments,  as  well  as  portraits,  hand- 
somely framed,  of  Past  Department  Commanders  and  prominent  Generals 
of  the  army.  An  interesting  collection  of  relics  of  the  war  also  form  a  part 
of  the  attractions  to  the  old  Comrades  and  their  friends.  A  fire-proof  vault 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Department  records  oj^ens  from  the  room,  where 
papers,  books  of  record,  and  other  valuable  property  are  filed  and  stored 
safely. 

The  system  adopted  in  18i'3  for  insjH»ction  of  Posts  in  the  Department 
by  Comrades  from  neighboring  Posts,  has  proved  successful  both  in  effici- 
ency and  from  a  financial  8tan<lpoint,  reducing  the  expense  to  simply  post- 
age on  correspondence  connected  with  the  office  oi  Department  Inspector, 
and  has  been  continued  during  the  past  year  with  satisfactory  results. 

Our  Soldiers*  Home  is  beautifully  located  aj,  Minnehaha  Falls,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi  River,  and  under  the  management  of  an  excellent 
Board  of  Trustees  it  has  l>ecome  a  credit  to  our  Department.  Their  report 
shows  a  most  favorable  conditic)n  of  affairs  at  the  Home. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  alive  and  active  in  their  work  of  charity, 
and  is  doing  a  noble  work  throughout  the  Department.  1  find  that  by  their 
assistance  and  encouragement  many  local  Posts  have  bridged  over  their 
financial  difficulties,  been  lifted  out  of  despondency,  and  become  live, 
working  Posts. 

The  Department  Commander  and  his  efficient  corps  of  Departiiu^nt  and 
Staff  Officers  show  a  commendable  zeal  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 


MISSOURI. 

JOHN    W.    SCOTT,    A.    I.    «. 

The  past  year,  under  the  wise  and  able  guidance  of  Commander  Ix)uis 
Benecke,  will  be  rememl)ered  as  one  prolific  of  pleasure  and  nuich  eanusi 
lalK)r,  that  always  creates  and  maintains  a  successful  administration,  even 
under  adverse  circumstances,  such  as  we  have  been  confronted  with  of  latt*. 
And  the  present  Commander,  Thomas  B.  Rmlgcrs,  with  his  zeahnis  and 
experienced  staff  at  the  helm,  is  an  assurance  of  a  c<Mitinuation  of  pt^rse- 


verance  antl  prosperity. 
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The  Department  Headquarters,  located  in  the  Laclede  Building,  St. 
Ivouis,  I  find  in  a  neat  and  business  like  condition,  and  the  hooks,  reconls, 
etc.,  of  the  Department  well  kept  and  accessible  at  all  times  to  the  proper 
)>er80Ds. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Encampment,  held  at  Hannibal,  May  20  and  21. 
was  largely  attended  and  much  interest  and  enthusiasm  manifested  through- 
out the  proceedings.  Much  credit  is  due  the  local  Post,  Relief  Corps  and 
citizens  of  Hannibal  for  the  royal  reception  and  many  hospitalities  so  gen- 
erously extended  the  Comrades.  Many  reunions  were  held  in  the  State 
during  the  year  that  created  much  interest  in  our  behalf  and  revived  that 
spirit  of  fraternity  and  comradeship  that  should  exist  between  one  another 
until  the  final  roll-call. 

May  30,  1896,  was  more  extensively  and  generally  observed  throughout 
Missouri  than  any  of  its  predecessors,  the  most  excellent  appeal  of  the  De- 
partment Commander  and  Department  President  and  the  action  of  the 
Posts  and  Corps  having  had  a  very  pronounced  and  desirable  effect  toward 
the  success  attained. 

Increased  love  and  respect  for  *'Old  (rlory'*  becomes  more  apparent 
each  year.  Six  hundred  and  forty-six  school  houses  Hoat  the  Ignited  States 
flag  in  Missouri,  an  increase  of  55  rnore  than  the  previous  year. 

Patriotism  and  loyalty  to  American  institutions  is  rapidly  becoming  a 
feature  in  all  well  regulated  school  rooms. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  of  Missouri,  for  the  term  ending  May  21, 
1896,  under  the  excellent  administration  of  Adah  G.  Briggs,  President,  an<l 
Elizabeth  E.  Hewett,  Secretary,  was  exceedingly  successful  and  prolific  in 
all  its  purposes  and  desires.  A  splendid  increase  in  membership  and  corps 
was  attained,  and  much  appreciative  comfort  and  assistance  was  rendered 
by  their  zealous  exertions  for  widows  and  orphans  and  worthy  and  needy 
surviving  defenders  of  the  Union. 

The  Missouri  Woman^s  Itelief  Corps  Soldiers'  Home,  socm  to  become 
one  of  the  foremost  charitable  institutions  of  Missouri,  was  first  conc<*ived 
by  members  of  the  Relief  Corps,  and  received  its  impetus  through  the  in- 
spiring and  experienced  advice  of  Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmyer,  at  Jefferson 
City,  in  1889.  A  system  of  action  was  immediately  formulated,  and  the 
energetic  workers,  with  the  St.  Louis  contingent  in  the  lead,  soon  brought 
the  enterprise  to  the  jmblic  notice.  They  wheeled  the  Grand  Army  into 
line  by  their  indomitable  and  persevering  work,  and  enlisted  the  sympathy 
and  assistance  of  many  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  for  their  ideal  project. 
In  1894  the  Home  Association  was  incorporated  and  at  the  Hannibal  (V»n- 
vention  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  transfer  its  management  to  a  Board  of 
Directors,  under  the  title  of  the  Missouri  Woman's  Relief  Corps  Soldiers* 
Home  Association.  The  citizens  of  the  beautiful  and  enterprising  little 
city  of  St.  James,  nestling  in  the  pure  and  invigorating  atmosphere  and 
delightful  scenery  of  the  Ozarks,  donated  valuable  and  spacious  buildings 
and  grounds,  and  in  various  ways  a  nucleus  for  the  treasury  was  obtained. 
While  many  of  the  W.  R.  C  and  (i.  A.  R.  deserve  sjjccial  mention  in  this 
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work,  yet  the  credit  is  <liie  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  for  the  only  Union 
Soiilit'i-s'  Home  on  Missonri  soil,  that  will  be  a  monument  to  the  valor  and 
heroism  of  its  inmates,  and  the  brightest  page  in  the  history  of  its  projectors. 


MONTANA. 

PERRY   H.    MANCHESTER,    A.    I.    G. 

Tliis  Department  held  its  Annual  Encampment  at  Hozeman,  Mont.,- 
April  1>  and  10.  I  regret  to  say  that  at  that  time  I  was  sick  in  bed, 
and  therefore  could  not  make  a  personal  inspection  of  the  officers  of  this 
l>epartment,  but  I  can  truthfully  report  that  this  Department  is  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition  at  the  present  time. 

The  Department  Headquarters  in  181)')  were  in  Helena,  and  the  pres- 
ent year  they  are  in  Bozeman.  I  visited  the  present  Headquarters  in  May, 
and  found  everything  kept  in  gt)od  shape.  There  have  been  two  new  Posts 
organized  since  January  1,  IH\H\.  George  B.  McClellan  Post,  with  17  raem- 
Wrs,  and  U.  S.  (irant  Post,  reorganized,  with  13  members.  We  have  als(» 
had  a  gain  in  membership  throughout  the  Department,  and  on  July  1, 
1S96,  we  had  a  membership  of  o44.  So  you  can  see  that  our  Department  is 
in  a  gooti  flourishing  condition. 

Tlie  30th  of  May,  181M),  witnessed  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  our 
State  Soldiers'  Home,  at  Columbia  Falls,  which  is  to  be  a  fine  building  and 
a  lieautiful  home  for  all  of  our  needv  Comrades. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

1).    AUTlirK  liROWN,   A.   I.  (i. 

I  made  an  inspection  of  Headquarters,  Department  of  Xew  Hampshire, 
on  May  11th,  1H9H,  and  have  to  report  that  I  found  the  Headquarters 
pleasantly  located  in  the  State  House  at  Concord. 

Headquarters  are  in  charge  of  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Eklwin  A. 
liadger,  who  is  also  acting  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  and  seems  to 
l>e  well  fitted  to  perform  the  duties  pertaining  to  those  offices.  His  corre- 
spondence and  books  are  well  and  neatly  kept.  The  General  Orders  from 
National  Headtpiarters,  as  well  as  the  (leneral  Orders  of  this  and  other 
IK'partments  are  carefully  filed  and  available  for  immediate  reference. 
There  is  on  file  a  full  set  of  the  Official  War  Records,  also  several  histories 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Regiments  and  other  books,  pamphlets,  etc.  There 
is  also  the  beginning  of  a  collection  of  "War  Relics,"  which  is  interesting 
and  will  grow  valuable  later  on.  In  every  respect  the  Headquarters  of 
this  Department  are  now  in  excellent  condition,  and  reflect  much  credit  on 
the  (lovernor  of  our  State,  Charles  H.  Busiel,  and  Past  Department  Com- 
mander Charles  K.  Ilnzzcll,  iiiuK'r  whose  supervision  the  Headtpiarters  were 
<'stabli«<hed. 
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NEW  JERSEY* 

WM.    H.    CARMAN,    A.    I.    G. 

I  inspected  the  books  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Assistant 
(^uarternjaster-Cieneral,  and  with  pleasure  1  report  that  everything  w.-u? 
found  in  excellent  shape.  Especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  office  of  the 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

The  stars  and  stripes  float  from  nearly  every  schoolhouse  in  this  IV- 
partnient,  and  efTorts  are  being  made  to  supply  the  few  that  are  deficient. 
Of  STO  school  districts,  814  fly  ''Old  Glory."  Upon  every  Memorial  Friday 
great  interest  is  manifested  by  the  scholars  in  the  visits  of  the  veterans  to 
the  schools,  and  I  have  been  greatly  impressed  with  the  zeal  and  efficiency 
of  the  teachers  in  imparting  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  patriotism  to  the 
children. 

The  condition  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  very  gratifying.  They 
have  increased  in  membership  and  are  doing  able  work  in  relieving  the 
distressed  families  of  worthy  Comrades.  Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given 
this  grand  organization  for  their  aid  in  lifting  the  burdens  and  also  in 
assisting  the  Comrades  in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  Posts  to  which 
they  are  attached.  The  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  are  also  doing  much  in  the 
grand  and  noble  work,  and  are  entitled  to  our  hearty  and  cordial  support. 
1  find  them  e<jually  as  ready  and  ever  as  willing  in  relieving  the  wants  of 
Comrades  and  their  families.  Of  the  former  there  are  29  corps,  and  of  the 
latter  \),  with  a  membership  of  700  and  225,  respectively. 

Thirty  Posts  of  this  Department  report  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans. 
All  are  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  of  great  importance  to  the  (Jrand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

1  have  had  the  honor  and  pleasure  of  visiting  the  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Kearney,  a  suburb  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  was  courteously  received  by 
Major  Rogers,  the  Superintendent,  and  every  facility  was  afforded  me  in 
making  myself  familiar  with  the  institution.  During  the  year  closing 
December  31,  1895,  the  average  number  of  inmates  was  442.  I  was  seri- 
ously imj>ressed  with  the  orderly  manner  of  the  inmates  and  the  extreme, 
neatness  of  the  whole  establishment  and  grounds  and  of  the  efficiency  and 
zeal  manifested  by  the  Superintendent  and  other  officers  of  the  Home,  and 
could  scarcelv  conceive  a  more  comfortable  home  for  our  Comrades. 


NEW  MEXICO, 

W.  S.  FLETCHER,  A.   I.  (J. 

At  the  time  of  our  Encampment  at  Raton,  N.  M.,  April  24,  1890,  I 
thoroughly  inspected  the  l)ei)artment  Headtjuarters,  and  found  everything 
in  fine  order.  The  books  have  been  neatly  and  accurately  kept,  and  all 
orders  promptly  prornuli^ated.     I  call  your  special  attentiim  to  the  matter 
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of  fiaj^  in  public  schools  in  New  Mexico,  and  think  I  can  assure  you  that 
during  the  present  year  there  will  not  be  a  school  house  in  New  Mexictj 
that  will  not  float  *'()ld  Glory." 

An  extra  effort  will  be  made  during  the  present  year  to  encourage  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  Sons  of  Veterans  in  every  manner  possible. 


NEW  YORK. 

(SEOIUIE  W.  STANLEY,  A.  L  G. 

Pursuant  to  orders  T  visited  Department  Headquarters  located  in  the 
Capitol  at  Albany  and  found  Assistant  Adjutant-General  P.  J.  O'CVmner 
and  Acting  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  D.  F.  Allen  in  charge. 

I  examined  all  of  the  books,  papers,  orders,  Quartermaster's  supplies, 
etc.,  and  found  everything  posted  and  filed  in  proi>er  order  and  the  books 
neatly  and  well  kept.  The  officers  have  been  prompt  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  and  on  the  whole  the  Department  is  in  first-class  condition. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  have  made  a  gain  of  614  during  the  past 
year,  and  by  their  perseverence  have  got  the  Home  for  the  aged  soldiers 
and  their  families  at  Oxford,  ('henango  CV)unty,  almost  ready  to  receive 
them,  which  shows  that  the  women  of  this  nation  are  always  in  the  front 
rank  where  charity  is  needed,  and  may  (lod  continue  to  be  with  them  in 
their  future  work  with  the  (irand  Army.  Their  membership  May  15th, 
18%,  was  7,(W6. 

The  New  York  State  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home  had  at  the  close  of 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1895,  total  members  1,525,  of  whom  1,1(M) 
were  present.  The  average  number  present  during  the  year  was  1,066J,  an 
increase  of  511  over  preceding  year,  .\nnual  appropriation  for  mainten- 
ance f  150,000;  amount  expended  for  maintenance  $146,166.83;  cost  of  pur- 
chased rations  was  13  6-10  cents  per  day;  cost  of  clothing  was  $12.79  per 
year  for  each  member.  The  average  total  cost  for  each  member  based  on 
the  entire  expenditure  for  every  purpose  was  $149.79. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

<;eor<;e  s.  shattick,  a.  l  a. 

Immediately  after  the  Department  Encampment  in  June  last,  I  made 
an  official  visit  to  Department  Headquarters. 

More  than  a  passing  notice  is  due  to  the  magnificent  quarters  of  the 
I  department,  and  to  the  systematic  business  methods  which  prevail.  First, 
as  to  the  quarters,  I  (piestion  if  any  Department  or  any  organization  has 
business  r(K)ms  combining  such  facilities,  conveniences,  complete  adapta- 
bility and  patriotic  historic  value  as  are  blended  in  the  splendid  suit  of 
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rooms  which  are  embraced  in  Headqiiartei-s  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  four  rooms  comprising  the  suite  are  all  carpeted  and  furnishe«l,  and  al- 
though over  four  hundred  yards  of  carpet,  and  furniture  in  keeping  with 
the  size  of  the  rooms,  were  required,  the  whole  outfit  was  contributed  by 
citizens  and  Comrades,  without  calling  on  the  Department  funds. 

One  room  is  devoted  to  busine^^  and  social  retjuirements.  The  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-(Jeneral  spend  a  part  <»f 
each  day  here.  A  clerk,  however,  is  on  duty  daily  from  <S  a.  m.  to  <>  J'.  M., 
and  the  Headquarters  matters  are  thus  attended  to  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  any  well  regulated  place  of  business.  On  the  walls  of  the  Headquarters 
rooms  are  photographs  of  twenty-six  Past  Department  Commanders,  and 
that  of  Department  Commander  Darte,  the  ensemble  creating  a  practically 
complete  pictorial  history  of  the  Department. 

One  of  the  rooms  is  devoted  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sail- 
ors' Home  at  Erie,  and  the  Soldier^' Orphans' Schools' Commission.  The 
ottic*er8  of  both  of  these  Boards  find  their  close  associatitm  with  Department 
Headquarters  to  be  especially  beneficial,  because  in  the  absence  of  the 
oflicers  of  either  the  Trustees  or  the  Commission,  blanks  are  issued  and 
inquiries  answered  by  Headquarters  Officers  and  Clerk. 

Adjoining  and  communicating  with  this  room  is  the  <nie  devoted  to  the 
uses  of  the  Custodian  of  the  Archives  of  the  National  Kncampment,  fitted 
with  cases,  desk,  tables,  antl  all  ne<'essary  furniture  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  proper  arrangement  and  filing  of  the  thousands  of  papers.  The  value 
of  this  resting  place  for  the  j»apers  and  records  (►f  the  National  Encamp- 
ment is  apparent  when  it  is  kn<>wn  that  forty  boxes  of  letters  and  other 
records,  the  accumulation  of  years,  were  received  and  turned  over  to  the 
Custodian,  Comrade  J.  Henry  Holconibe,  who  has  been  and  is  diligently 
engaged  in  classifying  and  filing  all  papers  for  immediate  access.  Herett>- 
fore  all  records  were  b(>xcd  an<l  added  Ut  the  bulk  already  had  by  previous 
administrations.  When  the  work  of  the  Custodian  is  completed,  any 
paper,  letter  or  order,  of  any  date,  from  any  Comrade  or  any  Department, 
will  be  accessible. 

Stretching  across  the  roonis  already  described,  and  across  the  great 
hallway,  is  the  assembly  room,  ('ar})eted  and  furnished,  with  raised  plat- 
form for  a  presiding  officer.  This  room  will  seat  comfortably  two  hundred 
Comrades,  and  its  free  us-e  is  had  by  Company,  Regimental,  Brigade,  Divi- 
sion and  Naval  Organizations  of  survivors  associations,  other  than  Posts, 
and  here  too  meets  monthly  the  '*(irand  Army  Association  of  Philadelphia 
and  Vicinity,"  a  creation  of  Department  Commander  Cumings'  administra- 
tion, and  one  which  has  already  done  good  for  the  Posts  and  (\>mrade8  and 
destined  to  still  greater  achievements. 

The  Head(|uarters,  with  ronnjs  as  described,  are  all  free  of  rent  (u* 
charges.  Every  day  the  "Flag  of  our  Uni<Mi ''  floats  fronj  the  stafT  on  top 
of  the  building,  a  DepartnuMit  llcad(|uarters  Hag  hangs  to  the  breeze  from 
the  central  window;  on  holiday  and  (Jrand  Army  occasions  each  of  the 
sixteen  windows  displays  "Old  (lli)ry." 
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At  the  Department  Encampment  held  in  June  last  the  officers  submit- 
ted the  most  complete  and  exhaustive  reports,  which  received  unanimous 
commendation  by  vote  of  the  Encampment. 

It  was  not  my  pleasure  to  be  able  to  visit  Pennsylvania's  greatest  insti- 
tutions, "Pennsylvania  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home,"  at  Erie,  and  ** Penn- 
sylvania's Soldiers'  Orphans'  Schools,"  but  from  information  gleaned  from 
Comrades,  who  had  been  to  the  '*P>ie  Home,"  it  is  unquestionably  the 
model.  It  is  a  home  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and  takes  excellent 
care  of  nearly  five  hundred  of  our  broken-down  Comrades.  Its  manage- 
ment is  invested  in  a  Board  of  Trustees,  five  of  whom  are  appointed  every 
second  year  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Department  Commander. 

The  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Schools  are  one  of  the  greatest  charities  of  any 
State  or  any  people.  Seventeen  thousand  children  have  already  been  reared 
under  the  healthful  beneficence  of  these  schools,  brought  to  useful  citizen- 
ship, and  with  the  addition  of  the  new  industrial  school,  opened  last  year, 
where  useful  occupations  will  be  taught,  Pennsylvania  Comrades  are  justly 
proud  of  this  great  institution.  The  Commission  is  composed  of  eleven 
members,  nine  of  whom  are  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Latest  reports  show  that  in  Pennsylvania  there  are  141)  Posts  having 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  115  having  Circles  of  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
connected  with  them— a  number  of  Posts  have  Ladies'  Aid  and  other  Auxil- 
iary Societies  attache<l.  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  number  135 — so  that 
in  equipment  in  every  direction  Pennsylvania  has  a  position  of  which  all 
her  Comrades  are  justly  proud. 

In  addition  to  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home  at  Erie  there  are  three 
other  Homes  in  the  State,  one  at  Brook ville  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  one  at  Hawkins  and  the  other  at  Philadelphia,  or- 
ganized and  conducted  by  the  ladies  of  the  G.  \.  R.,  two  of  these  Homes 
admit  veterans  with  their  wives,  the  other  cares  for  the  female  relatives  of 
deceased  veterans. 

Beginning  with  the  administration  of  I)epartment  Commander  Cum- 
ingg,  the  Council  of  Administration  organized  and  fixed  a  date  for  regu- 
lar monthly  meetings,  which  were  held  without  a  single  exception.  At  these 
meetings  the  l>est  interests  of  the  Department  were  discussed,  no  expense 
of  any  kind  was  incurred  until  ordered  by  the  Council,  and  every  bill  was 
approved  by  it  bef()re  payment.  The  very  excellent  plan  of  making  all 
deposits  to  the  credit  of  the  Department  and  of  having  all  checks  show  for 
what  and  to  whom  drawn  — signed  by  the  Department  Commander,  Assist- 
ant Adjutant  General  and  Assistant  (^uartermaster-lieneral  jointly — was 
adopted  and  found  to  work  admirably.  It  is  a  copy  of  the  system  in  vogue 
at  National  Headquarters. 

Comrade  Alfred  Darte,  elected  Department  Commander  in  June  last, 
has  already  given  evidence  of  his  intention  to  keep  up  the  good  work. 

My  attention  has  W^en  attracted  to  the  increasing  number  of  local 
Grand  Army  Associations,  embracing  memberships  severally  rei)resented 
by  the  Posts  in  from  one  to  eighteen  counties,  Philadelphia  and  Allegheny 
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Counties  each  having  such  an  association,  and  eighteen  counties  in  the 
Slate  having  an  association  under  the  title  of  Northwestern  A8S(»ciation 
Department  of  Pennsylvania  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  An  incalcu- 
lable amount  of  good  work  has  already  been  done  by  the  many  associations 
thus  formed  in  the  various  counties  and  combinations  of  counties,  receiv- 
ing as  they  do  the  thought  and  energies  of  the  most  active  Comrades. 

The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  closes  one  administration  with  great 
results  achieved,  and  begins  another  with  splendid  prospects  in  view. 


POTOMAC 

CHARLES  W.    SHELTON,    A.    I.    «. 

At  the  time  of  the  receipt  of  General  Orders  No.  6,  P^ebruary  28,  180(>, 
from  National  Headquarters,  the  Encampment  of  this  Department  had  been 
recently  held,  and  matters  at  Department  Headquarters  were  in  a  transi- 
tional state,  consequent  upon  the  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  Depart- 
ment officers.  1  made  a  careful  inspection  of  Department  Headquarters  on 
the  evenings  of  April  21  and  28,  an  earlier  inspection  being  impracticable 
under  the  circumstances. 

The  Department  Commander,  Comrade  John  McElroy,  is  the  editor  of 
the  NatioTiai  Tnbune,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  union  ex-soldiers  and 
sailors.  He  is  thoroughly  equipped  for  his  duties,  and  is  well  fitted  to  ad- 
vance the  interests,  not  only  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  but  also 
of  the  Grand  Army  at  large,  in  this  important  center  of  influence  and 
legislation. 

The  membershij)  of  this  Department  in  good  standing  Dec.  31,  189o, 
was  3,089,  a  loss  of  330 during  the  year  ending  that  date.  The  **  suspended 
list"  is  largely  accountable  for  the  loss,  notwithstanding  special  efforts  dur- 
ing the  year  to  reduce  its  proportions.  Redoubled  eflTorts  are  now  being 
made  to  reclaim  as  many  as  possible  of  those  suspended. 

The  books  and  files  in  charge  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  were 
found  to  be  in  good  order.  The  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  Com- 
rade A.  S.  Taber,  had  Jiis  accounts  posted  to  date  in  the  clearest  and  most 
business-like  manner.  Headquarters  are  open  every  night  except  Sunday, 
and  visiting  Comrades  are  cordially  welcomed.  The  Employment  and 
Relief  Committees  of  the  Department  meet  at  Headijuarters  every  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  night  respectively.  The  Senior  Vice-Commander  is  Chair- 
man of  the  former  Committee,  and  the  Junior  Vice-Commander  of  the 
latter.  These  committees  labor,  unremittingly,  throughout  the  year.  The 
total  expenditure  for  charity  during  the  year  1895  by  the  Department  Com- 
mittee and  by  the  several  Posts  was  S;{,071.92,  e<iual  to  about  half  the  in- 
come for  annual  dues. 

An  imjwrtant  factor  in  the  relief  work  of  this  Department  is  the  Tempo- 
rary Home  for  ex-S(»ldier8  and  Sailors.     This  was  started  by  the  voluntary 
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efforts  ol  a  number  of  Comrades.  It  is  now  incorporated,  is  controlled  by 
a  Board  of  Management,  and  receives  aid  from  the  general  government  as 
one  of  the  most  useful  of  the  benevolent  institutions  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  Its  puq^ose  is  to  furnish  food  and  lodging,  for  a  limited  period, 
for  soldiers  who  come  to  Washington  to  prosecute  pension  and  other  claims 
against  the  government,  under  the  mistaken  impression  that  by  their  per- 
sonal presence  such  matters  can  be  greatly  expedited.  No  encourageuient 
is  held  out  to  such  parties  to  come  here,  but  as  numbers  will  come  each 
year,  the  Temporary  Home  is  maintained  to  prevent  actual  suffering  on  the 
part  of  worthy  Comrades  landing  in  this  city  without  means  of  their  own. 
The  Home  was  opened  July  1,  1889,  and  up  to  June  30,  1895,  had  furnished 
54,517  lodgings  and  1 16,387  meals,  at  a  cost  of  $16,860.45.  The  number  of 
Comrades  who  were  furnished  temporary  accommodations  therein  during 
the  year  1895  was  996.  I  visited  the  Home  May  6,  1896.  The  furnishings 
are  plain  and  unpretentious,  but  everything  w^as  in  excellent  order  and 
scrupulously  clean,  and  the  veterans  who  sojourn  there,  from  time  to  time, 
evidently  appreciate  the  provision  so  thoughtfully  made  for  their  comfort. 

The  general  government  maintains  in  the  District  of  Columbia  a 
Soldiers*  Home  for  veterans  of  twenty  years'  service  in  the  Regular  Army, 
and  soldiers  of  less  service  discharged  therefrom  for  disability  which  in- 
capacitates them  from  earning  their  living.  Since  its  establishment  in  1851 
upwards  of  six  thousand  soldiers  have  received  the  benefits  of  the  Home. 
The  present  number  of  its  beneficiaries  is  1,068.  Of  these  155  are  Mexican 
War  veterans,  and  432  veterans-of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Henry  Wilson  Post,  No.  17,  Department  of  the  P(>tomac,  is  located  at 
the  Home,  and  its  membership  of  100  ('omrades  is  composed  of  inmates 
thereof.  It  has  no  suspended  list,  and  during  the  year  1.S95  made  a  net 
gain  of  forty-one  ineml>er8. . 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  float  from  every  school-house  in  the  District  of 
Columbia.  They  are  also  constantly  displayed  above  the  pulpit  in  at  least 
one  church  in  this  city— the  Vermont  Avenue  Christian  Church,  with 
which  the  late  President  (xarfield  worshipped  during  his  entire  official  life 
in  Washington.  They  are  there  at  the  retfuest  of  its  pastor.  Rev.  F.  D. 
Power,  whose  boyhood  home  during  the  late  war  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
battlefields  of  Virginia. 

There  are  nine  Relief  Cor})S  connected  with  the  Posts  of  this  Depart- 
ment, with  a  total  membership  i>f  663.  One  of  their  good  works  the  past 
year  was  the  providing  of  a  Christmas  dinner  tor  soldiers'  families  having 
no  claim  upon  any  special  Post,  Three  hundred  and  thirteen  such  families 
were  thus  remembered  by  them. 

The  S<ms  of  Veterans  are  making;  commendable  progress  within  the 
limits  of  the  Department.  They  are  associated  with  the  veterans  of  the 
Grand  Array  on  such  occasions  as  present  conditions  warrant,  and  fraternal 
relations  are  assiduously  cultivated.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  on  the  part 
of  many  (k)mrades  in  favor  of  bringing  about  more  intimate  relations—  the 
closest  affiliation  practicable-  between  the  two  organizations. 
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The  only  suggestion  I  have  to  offer  is  that  tlie  annual  inspectitms  by 
the  Assistant  Inspeotors-(ieneral  he  timed,  if  possible,  to  occur  in  each 
Department  about  the  close  of  the  term  of  the  Department  (»tHcers.  This 
wouhl  enable  each  Assistant  Inspector-Oeneral  to  review  the  entire  admin- 
istration of  one  set  of  officers,  and  to  base  his  conclusions  and  suggestions 
upon  their  work  during  the  year. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

OEOIMJE  M.  TURNER,  A.   I.  (i. 

The  21)th  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Department  of  Rho<le  Island 
(J.  A.  K.  was  held  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  January  30,  1890.  I  was  present 
as  a  delegate  of  the  Encampment,  and  also  in  my  official  capacity. 

At  the  28th  Annual  P]ncampment  of  this  Department  held  at  Newport, 
in  1895,  it  was  voted  that  all  Past  Post  Commanders  in  good  standing,  that 
their  names  be  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Annual  Encampment.  There 
appeared  on  the  rolls  184  names  of  Paat  Post  Commanders,  and  of  this 
number  98  were  present  at  the  29th  Annual  Encampment.  In  my  opinion 
their  preseLce  was  a  benefit  to  the  Order. 

Department  Commander  Daniel  R.  liallou,  during  his  term  of  office, 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  no  error  was  committed  when  he  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  this  small,  but  interesting  Department  of  Rhode  Island.  During 
his  term  of  office  he  conceived  the  idea  of  what  is  known  as  (irand  Army 
Flag  Day,  and  selected  the  birthday  of  the  immortal  and  honored  name 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  was  necessary  to  secure  formal  action  by  the 
school  committees  of  the  several  cities  and  t()wns  of  Rh(Kle  Island  to  make 
the  day  legal  and  its  <ibservance  permanent  antl  uniform  throughout  the 
Stale.  Favorable  action  was  taken  by  the  scluxd  committees  of  the  State, 
and  February  I2th,  189(5,  the  day,  was  observed  by  the  schools  ludding  ap- 
propriate exercises  and  at  ea«'h  s<"h(M)l,  representatives  <)f  the  (x.  A.  R.  were 
present  and  assisted. 

Assistant-Adjutant  (leneral  Phillip  S.  Chase  is  a  most  faithful  officer. 
All  books  and  records  are  kept  in  perfect  order,  and  his  affairs  in  connec- 
tion with  the  iK'partment  are  conducted  on  l)usiness  princi}>les.  The  books 
of  the  .Assistant  Quartcrmaster-Oeneral,  George  11.  Chcmy,  are  kept  in  a 
business  like  manner,  and  Department  Inspector  (ieorge  F.  Womlley  has 
performe<l  his  duties  most  admirably.  .Judge- Advocate  Samuel  W.  K. 
Allen  is  a  Comrade  well  (pialified  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  Not 
a  single  tjuestion  was  submitted  to  him  for  consideration  during  the  year, 
which  rertec^ts  much  credit  upon  the  Posts  of  the  Department  of  Rhode 
Island.  Chief  Mustering  officer  Joseph  F.  Means  is  a  most  competent 
Comrade,  and  the  <luties  of  bis  otlicc  are  exe<Mit<'<l  in  a  tlu>rough  manner. 
Medical  Dire<'t<»r  (ieorge  B.  Peck  is  a  Comrade  in  the  true  .sense  of  com- 
radeship  and   all   that    it    implies.      Rev.    Hopkins    ]\.   Cady,    De])ariment 
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C'haplain,  has  shown  very  great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Comrades  of 
the  Department,  and  has  endeavored  to  have  the  position  of  Post  Chaplain 
filled  by  Comrades  worthy  of  the  title  of  Chaplain.  The  bnrial  of  veterans 
in  the  potter's  field  or  panper  burial  grounds  has  been  given  much  atten- 
tion by  him.  A  few  cases  of  this  nature  he  reports,  and  steps  are  being 
taken  to  have  the  remains  removed  to  a  proper  burial  place. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  all  that  the  word  auxiliary  in  meaning 
implies. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

R.    T.    ROBINHON,    A.    I.    (i. 

I  find  that  each  Department  officer  is  fully  alive  to  the  importance  of 
his  position,  and  that  the  work  of  the  Department  has  been  done  in  a 
systematic,  business-like  manner.  Commander  Drake  and  his  very  efficient 
A«ljutant,  Comrade  Deering,  have  given  their  best  efTorts  to  the  work,  and 
an  a  result  the  Department  is  today  in  splendid  condition.  I  find  that  not- 
withstanding the  general  hard  times  and  financial  depression  throughout 
the  State,  the  finances  of  the  Department  are  good,  the  reports  from  Posts 
promptly  made,  and  delinquencies  at  the  minimum. 

I  have  been  unable  to  visit  the  Soldiers'  Home,  which  is  located  at  Hot 
Springs,  but  from  a  published  statement  by  the  Adjutant,  and  from  infor- 
mation obtained  from  Department  Commander  Drake,  the  management 
appears  to  be  good  and  the  boys  happy  and  contented.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  105,  of  whom  140  are  pensioners,  receiving  each  quarter  $4,971.25. 
The  appropriation  from  the  State,  1895,  was  $20,030. 


VERMONT. 

.TAMT-X   K.    El  .DREDGE,    A.    I.    li. 

I  have  inspectetl  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Vermont,  (J.  A.  R., 
and  the  Soldiers*  Home.  The  books  of  all  the  Departnient  officers  are  well 
kept  and  in  first-class  condition. 

Headquarters  are  in  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  Commander  N.  M.  PuflTer, 
the  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster-Generals  reside  in  that  town. 
Everything  in  this  Department  is  working  as  smoothly  as  one  could  wish. 
The  officers  are  doing  all  they  can  to  get  reinstated  the  dropped  and  sus- 
|>en<led  members,  which  are,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  too  numerous  in  Vermont. 
I  believe  there  will  be  a  good  gain  from  this  source  during  the  present  year. 
( )n  the  whole  it  has  been  a  very  prosperous  year  for  this  Department. 

The  Soldiers'  Home  is  a  model,  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  as  near  perfect  as 
it  is  possible  to  have  one.  I  have  visited  it  when  they  were  expecting 
company,  and  at  other  times  when  they  were  not  expecting  any  one,  and  it 
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is  the  same  at  all  times.  The  present  eapaeity  of  the  Home  is  about  one 
hundred;  but  an  addition  is  being  built  that  will  inerease  its  capacity  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty.  Since  the  Home  was  established  in  1S87  it  has  l)een 
in  charge  of  Major  Coffee  an<l  wife.  They  have  given  perfect  satisfacticm, 
not  only  to  the  inmates,  but  to  the  people  of  Vermont,  and  all  are  proud  of 
the  Vermont  Soldiers'  Home. 


VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

«'.  I».  (illKW,   A.   I.  <;. 

The  couditicm  of  the  Posts  in  this  Department  is  not  so  flattering  as 
might  be  wished.  The  causes  are  many.  Scarcity  of  work,  with  many 
(V)mrades,  prevent  them  from  keeping  up  their  dues,  and  the  consequence 
is  that  the  effort  to  be  prompt  on  the  part  of  the  financial  officers  of  the 
Posts  in  forwarding  their  rejjorts  is  retarded;  but  with  a  full  and  free  exer- 
cise of  the  spirit  of  fraternity  towards  these  weak  Posts  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  they  will  in  the  end  be  found  paid  in  full  of  all  accounts  and  a  credit- 
able showing.  The  Posts  of  the  I)epartn»ent  are  in  many  localities  com- 
posed of  a  membership  whose  residences  are  miles  apart,  in  some  cases  as 
much  as  forty  miles — some,  of  course,  less,  but  probably  not  five  living 
within  an  area  of  ten  miles  of  each  other. 

There  is  great  interest  displayed  by  the  majority  of  our  membership, 
and  e8[)ecially  is  this  the  case  with  the  colored  Comrades,  who  seek  to  out- 
work their  white  Comrades  in  the  Department  in  zeal  and  energy,  minding 
neither  heat  nor  c(dd,  poverty  nor  sickness. 

The  officers  (>f  the  Department  are  hard  at  work  in  carrying  forward 
the  interests  of  the  Older  and  slufwing  unusual  zeal  and  life,  which,  if  led 
in  the  right  direction,  can  not  help  but  make  the  Order  stronger  and  more 
healthy  as  to  numbers  and  gocnl  works. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  not  very  strong,  although  there  are  five  Camps, 
with  a  probability  of  more  being  instituted  at  a  later  date,  especially  if  the 
amendments  which  have  been  published  for  the  action  of  the  next  Encamp- 
ment, in  admitting  them  to  our  Post  meetings,  becomes  a  law. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  active  and  always  doing  noble  work,  and 
deserves  the  approbation  of  the  entire  organization. 


WEST  VIRGINIA. 

RICIIARP    ROHKRTSON,    A.    I.    (i. 

I  made  an  inspection  of  the  Ileatbiuarters  of  the  Department  of  West 
Virginia  during  the  session  of  the  Enc'ampment,  held  at  Clarksburg,  anti 
report  the  paraphernalia  of  the  Dep.irtment  in  gtMul  loiulitiun  and  the 
records,  accounts,  etc.,  all  properly  managed  by  the  officers  iu  charge. 
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The  report  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  shows  the  meuibership 
in  good  standing  to  be  2,235,  and  a  cash  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $,S41.9i). 
The  Assistant  Quarterraaster-Cieneral,  Comrade  C.  D.  Mcintosh,  of  Charles- 
ton, deserves  special  mention  for  the  able  manner  in  which  he  conducted 
the  affairs  of  his  position,  and  for  his  untiring  efforts  to  render  assistance 
to  the  Posts  and  individual  n»embers  of  the  Department  during  his  term  of 
office. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  Sons  of  Veterans  are  both  progressing 
finely  in  this  State,  and  the  first-named  order  has  been  particularly  int>tru- 
mental  in  aiding  in  the  work  of  maintaining  and  strengthening  the  weaker 
Posts  in  the  Department  and  in  extending  relief  to  destitute  Comrades  and 
their  families. 

Department  Headquarters  are  now  established  at  Harrisville,  Ritchie 
County,  and  our  new  Department  Commander,  Col.  Romeo  H.  Freer,  will 
spare  neither  time  nor  trouble  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  the  Order  in  this 
State. 


WISCONSIN. 

S.    W.    EAGER,    A.  I.  (i. 

On  April  29,  1896,  I  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  Headquarters 
of  the  Department  of  Wisconsin,  located  at  Fort  Atkinson.  Comrade  S. 
H.  Tallmadge,  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  cheerfully  placed  before  me 
the  l>ooks  and  papers  of  his  office,  which  I  carefully  examined,  and  found 
to  be  neatly  written  up  to  date;  the  letters,  accounts,  requisitions  and  other 
documents,  appertaining  to  the  business  of  the  office  were  systematically 
filed  in  bundles  so  that  any  particular  paper  could  be  found  without  a 
moment's  delay. 

On  the  same  day  I  inspected  the  books  of  the  Assistant  Quartermaster- 
(Jeneral,  Comrade  D.  W.  Curtis,  also  located  at  Fort  Atkinson. 

At  the  time  of  my  visit  to  Headcjuarters,  Department  Comman<ler 
Hord  was  absent  from  home,  he  being  in  attendance  at  a  camp-fire.  I 
noticed  in  the  memorandum  book  in  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General's  office 
the  dates  and  places  of  fifty-one  camp-fires  and  reunions  which  had  been 
attended  by  the  Department  Commander  and  Adjutant-General  during 
their  official  term  in  office. 

On  April  30  I  visited  and  inspected  "The  Wisconsin  Veterans'  Home,'' 
located  three  and  one-half  miles  from  the  city  of  Waupaca,  and  was  cor- 
dially received  by  the  Commandant,  C.  Caldwell,  and  the  Matron,  Mrs. 
Ida  J.  Caldwell,  his  wife.  The  Home  is  conducted  on  the  "Cottage  Plan," 
and  has  l>een  very  much  improved  and  enlarged  since  my  visit  there  last 
year.  A  description  of  the  grounds  and  buildings,  as  they  were  at  that 
time,  can  be  found  in  ray  report  on  page  197  of  the  Journal  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  National  Encampment,  G.  A.  R.,  held  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  1895,  so 
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that  it  is  hurdly  netressary  to  j^ive  any  <letaile(l  account  ol"  it  in  this  report, 
but  I  will  record  the  additional  improvements  made  during  the  past  year 
for  your  information.  A  fine,  new  )>uilding,  called  "Jerry  Rusk  Hall," 
has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  $9,875.  This  contains  twenty-four  lodtring 
rooms  and  three  wards,  completely  furnished.  Seven  of  the  rooms  were 
fitted  up  by  donations  from  the  general  fund  of  the  "  Department  Woman's 
Relief  Corps,"  and  erne  room  by  a  Post.  At  each  end  of  the  main  hall 
there  is  a  large  sitting  room  furnished  with  easy  chairs,  rockers,  tables,  etc. 
There  has  also  been  erected  an  ''Amusement  Hall,"  78  by  38  feet,  costing 
$2,625,  and  capaJ>le  of  seating  three  hundred  persons.  A  new  building, 
costing  $1,164,  has  been  built  for  a  postotfice,  which  is  furnished  with 
boxes  and  other  appointments  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  business,  in 
the  very  latest  style  of  Tncle  Sam's  most  approved  offices  elsewhere.  In 
another  part  of  the  building  is  a  barber  shop,  a  tailor  shop  and  shoe  shop. 
An  addition,  40  by  40  feet,  has  been  made  to  the  main  dining  hall,  which, 
with  a  good  sized  addition  to  the  dining  hall  of  the  Hospital,  cost  $2,290. 
The  Hospital  building  has  been  generally  enlarged.  The  electric  light 
plant  has  been  made  very  much  larger,  and  a  new  smokestack  built. 
There  are  forty-two  cottages  on  the  grounds  and  ten  or  twelve  large  build- 
ings and  halls.  The  streets  and  surroundings  impress  the  visitor  as  he 
approaches  the  place  that  he  is  about  to  enter  a  neat  and  well-kept  village. 

At  the  date  of  my  inspection  the  membership  of  the  Home  was  231 
males  and  116  females  (86  wives  and  80  widows),  (r.  A.  K.  Post  No.  125, 
composed  of  the  veterans  of  the  Home,  is  in  a  Hourishing  condition. 
Commandant  ('aid well  is  the  Post  Commander. 

On  April  18  I  made  a  visit  to  the  Northwestern  Branch  of  the  National 
Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers,  located  near  Milwaukee.  This  in- 
stitution being  a  National  and  nota(irand  Army  nor  State  Home,  my  insf^tec- 
tion  was  of  course  entirely  unofficial;  nevertheless  the  officers  welcomed  me 
most  courteously,  and  afforded  me  every  facility  to  obtain  items  of  interest 
connected  therewith. 

**  Veteran  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  8,"  located  at  the  National  Home,  ranks 
among  the  best  in  the  Department,  and  has  275  members  in  good  standing. 
Comrade  W.  F.  Ryan  is  Post  Commander.  (>omrade  Ryan  is  also  Com- 
mander of  ''Cushing  Naval  Veterans"  Post,  which  meets  in  the  same  hall, 
and  has  sixty  members. 

•  I  obtained  the  following  items  from  the  Department  Treasurer  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps : 

The  number  of  corps  on  March  31,  1896,  was 129 

Total  membership  in  this  Department  in  good  standing. .         4,654 
Kxpended  for  relief,  in  cash  and  otherwise,  by  the  several 

corps .' $6,186  89 

Turned  over  to  Posts 915  27 

Expen<led  by  Department  Woman's  Relief  Corps 855  28 

Total $7,957  44 
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The  Department  Encnmpiuent  w:is  held  at  Racine,  May  20-21,  and 
was  a  suceetw  io  every  particular.  The  attendance  was  very  large,  and  the 
proceedings  were  characterized  by  exceeding  harmony.  Among  those  pres- 
ent were  Pnst  Commander-in  Chief  Weissert,  of  Milwaukee,  and  nine  Past 
Department  Commanders.  The  Department  Commander  of  Illinois  and 
his  official  staff  visited  our  Encampment  in  a  body  and  addressed  us. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  Encampment  the  G.  A.  R.  boys  marched  in 
procession  to  the  park  to  see  3,000  pupils  of  the  public  schools  assembled 
there  and  hear  them  sing  in  unison  the  "Rattle  Hymn  of  the  Republic," 
"Salute  the  Flag,"  and  other  patriotic  songs.  The  exercises  were  inspir- 
ing, and  showed  that  the  pupils  had  been  thoroughly  trained  and  were  im- 
bued with  a  spirit  of  devotion  and  reverence  for  "Old  (ilory."  During 
the  past  year  lessons  in  patriotism  have  begn  a  prominent  feature  in  *he 
public  schools  of  this  State. 


10— (i.  A.  R. 
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REPORT  OF  JUDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 


Ofi'K'e  of  the  Judoe-Advocate-Cienerai^ 

(rRAND  Army  of  the  Republic, 

WiLKFS  Uarre,  Pa.,  Auj?nst  .*n,  189(). 

Irvin  Robbins,  • 

Adjutant' (Ten£raly  G.  A.  B. : 

Comrade : 

In  compliance  with  Section  10,  Article  VI,  Chapter  IV,  Rules 
and  Regulations,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  to 
be  presented  to  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment,  to  be  held  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  3d,  next. 

There  has  been  quite  a  large  number  of  cases  for  disposition ; 
several  of  a  political  character.  We  ought  to  keep  all  such  matters 
entirely  separate  from  our  Grand  Army  life.  Avoid  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  evil.  The  work  of  the  office  has  been  so  well  done  by 
my  predecessors  that  I  have  no  suggestions  to  make.  Please  ac- 
cept for  yourself,  and  convey  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  my  sin- 
cere thanks  for  the  fraternity  extended  to  me  during  my  term  of 
office. 

Herewith  are  appended  ray  opinions  rendered  during  the  past 
year. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

ALFRED  DARTE, 

Judge-Advocatf'  General. 

DECISION  No.  1. 

Question:  Is  an  AdniiraPs  Clerk,  who  served  in  the  Navy  between 
12th  April,  1861,  and  l>th  April,  1865,  eligible  to  meuibership  in  the 
G.  A.  R.  ? 

An  Admiral^ s  Clerk  on  the  U.  S,  S.  Mcdvcrn,  who  seited  in  tfie  Navy  be- 
tween 12th  April y  1861,  and  9th  April^  1865,  is  elu/iblc  to  inembtrship  in  tlie 
Grand  Army  of  the  li* public  by  virtue  of  Aurh  Hcrvice. 
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Statement. 

.Article  IV,  Rules  and  Kegulations,  reads:  "Soldiers  and  Sailors  of 
ilio  r.  S.  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  Corps,  who  served  between  April  12,  18t)l, 
rind  April  9,  IHtJ.^,  in  the  War  for  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion,  and 
thase  having  been  honorably  discharged  therefrom  after  such  service  .... 
shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  (J.  A.  R."  Then  let  us  see  what  the 
records  show  as  to  service  in  the  Navy  and  honorable  discharge  therefrom. 
The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says :  **  The  Clerk  to  Admirals, 
the  C^)mmander8  of  S(|uadrons.  are  subject  to  the  laws  and  regulations  of 
the  Navy  and  the  discipline  of  the  vessel  so  long  as  his  appointment  con- 
tinued. The  acceptance  of  the  appointment  as  ('lerk  was  understood  as 
binding  such. persons  to  serve  with  the  officer  who  appointed  him  until  reg- 
ularly discharged,  etc.,  so  that  he  could  not  leave  when  he  pleased.  That 
the  U.  8.  S.  Malvern  was  a  U.  S.  vessel  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  his  cer- 
tificate of  discharge  comes  from  our  Naval  Department.  That  he  was  en- 
rolled, mustered  in,  or  its  equivalents,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  he  had  a 
discharge.  See  certificate.  The  part  that  it  sets  forth,  that  it  can  not  be 
used  in  any  claim  against  the  (Government,  is  of  no  consequence  on  the 
question  whether  he  had  a  discharge.  A  discharge  is  always  honorable 
unlefsH  otherwise  set  forth,  and  that  restrictive  clause  is  always  put  into  cer- 
tificates issued  in  lieu  of  discharges  lost  or  destroyed.  It  says  that  he  was 
discharged  on  September  23,  18(14,  as  Admiral's  Clerk. 

Opinion — 12th  November^  1895. 

In  my  opinion,  the  said  CJeorge  A.  Newcomb,  of  Ransom  Post,  No.  l.'U, 
Department  of  Missouri,  O.  A.  R.,  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Cirand 
.Army  of  the  Republic  on  account  of  said  service. 


DECISION  No.  2. 

If  IX  contrarjf  to  (he  R.  and  R.  for  a  Department  Cuinmander  to  scud  nut 
j>ttlifirfil  cirriihns  upon  the  Depurtvient  Mnt'mnery. 

Question  from  the  Department  of  New  York:  Is  the  distribution  of 
certain  circulars  a  violation  of  Article  II,  Chapter  V,  R.  and  R.  ? 

Facts. 

Comrade  E.  J.  Atkinson,  Commander  of  the  Department  of  New  York, 
sent  out  three  letters,  or  circulars,  all  printed,  even  to  the  signature,  in 
which  he  advocates  the  election  of  candidates  to  office.  In  the  first  of 
which,  dated  Octolwr  26,  189'),  he  advocates  the  election  of  .lacob  A.  Cantor 
to  the  Senate  of  New  York.  This  is  addressed  simply  * 'Comrade,"  and 
signed  "Yours  truly,  in  F.,  C.  and  L.,  E.  J.  Atkinson." 
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The  second,  dated  October  28,  1895,  is  addressed  "Dear  Comrade,"  and 
advocates  the  election  of  Hon.  Henry  D.  Purroy,  and  is  signed  "Sincerely 
yonrs,  E.  J.  Atkinson." 

The  third,  dated  October  30,  1895,  printed  on  the  stationery  of  the 
Department  of  New  York,  is  addressed  **  Dear  Sir  and  Comrade,"  and 
advocates  the  election  of  General  Martin  T.  McMahon,  and  is  signed 
"Yours truly,  in  F.,  C.  and  L.,  E.  J.  Atkinson." 

Opinion — 12ik  November^  1895. 

These  are  all  political  letters.  The  addresses,  signatures,  and,  in  No. 
3,  the  stationery,  were  all  intended  to  remind  the  recipients  that  the  recjuest 
to  vote  for  the  parties  named  was  something  more  than  what,  any  citizen 
might  properly  ask  from  another.  It  was  throwing  Comradeship  and  offi- 
cial position  in  as  a  make-weight  for  the  request,  and  is,  upon  the  face  of 
the  paper,  in  direct  opposition  to  C'hapter  V,  Article  II,  Rules  and  Kegu- 
lations  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  which  reads: 

"No  officer  or  C^nnrade  of  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic  shall,  in 
any  manner,  use  that  organization  for  ))olitical  purposes." 


DECISION  No.  3. 

(-harge:  violation  of  Article  11,  Chapter  V,  R.  and  R. 
A  Comraiie  ix  not  </fiiity  of  vruny  when,  (ut  (t  nilzeu,  he  vrycs  the  elfc/ion  af 
rme  OiiiwaxU  an  agowsi  anoiher. 

Facts. 

Comrade  Theodore  F.  Reed,  of  Post  82,  Department  of  New  York,  in 
October,  1895,  circulated,  over  his  own  signature,  a  circular,  as  follows: 

120  Broadway,  New  York  City,  October  17,  1895. 
COMRADE 

Dear  Sir — What  are  the  political  prospects  in  your  county  this  fall? 
Can  you  arrange  to  run  General  H.  C.  King  ahead  of  his  ticket?  The 
reasons  why  it  is  desired  are  these:  John  Palmer  will  make  every  efTort  to 
push  his  canvass  among  veterans  all  over  the  State.  His  having  been  Com- 
mander-in-Chief gives  reason  for  a  belief  that  unle^  a  counter  move  is 
made,  he  may  run  ahead  of  his  ticket. 

(reneral  King  is  a  distinguished  man,  good  Comrade,  and  is  entitled  to 
the  supjmrt  of  any  man,  especially  veterans  and  their  sons. 

I  know  you  are  a  good  worker,  and  shrewd  to  devise.  Can  you  suggest 
any  plan  that  locally  will  help  to  bring  Republican  veterans  to  his  support? 

1  may  call  on  you  next  week.     Very  truly, 

Theo.  F.  Reei>. 
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Opinion— 20/A  November,  1895. 

In  my  opinion  the  printing  and  distribution  of  above  circular  by  Theo- 
dore F.  Reed,  a  Comrade  of  Post  No,  82,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  New 
York,  is  not  a  violation  of  Article  II,  Chapter  V,  Rules  and  Regulations  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  As  between  two  Comrades  who  are  can- 
didates for  the  same'office  the  voting  Comrade  surely  has  a  right  to  choose, 
and  in  a  discreet  and  honorable  way  urge  others,  to  accept  his  choice.  If 
that  is  not  so,  then  in  taking  the  rights  of  Comrades  we  have  thrown  away 
our  rights  as  citizens,  which  never  was  intended  and  must  not  now  be  made 
true. 


DECISION  No.  4. 

Appeal  from  order  of  John  C.  Schotts,  Department  Commander  of 
New  York,  in  declaring  void  the  election  and  muster  of  John  R.  Skelton, 
a  dropped  member  of  Post  266,  Department  of  New  York,  into  Post  801, 
said  Department  decision  based  upon  the  ground  that  said  Skelton  had  not 
complied  with  sentence  of  Court-Martial. 

Court- Martial  has  no  pom'r  to  sentence  a  Comrade  to  restore  prvpertf/  in  hia 
ponifeifaion. 

A  pita  to  the  jnr  indict  ion  ix  nevtr  too  tale. 

Facts. 

25th  April,  1883,  John  R.  Skelton  was  mustered  into  Post  266,  G.  A.  R., 
Department  of  New  York. 

1886,  charges  were  preferred  against  him  ;  he  was  convicted,  sentenced 
to  be  suspended  for  two  years  and  restore  all  property  of  the  Post  in  his 
possession. 

8th  October,  1886,  sentence  confirmed.     No  appeal  taken. 

13th  Augu.st,  1891,  said  Skelton  was  dropped  by  Post  No.  2(i6  for  non- 
payment of  dues.  It  does  not  appear  whether  he  j>aid  any  dues  between 
8th  October,  1888,  when  his  suspension  ended,  and  13th  August,  ISUl,  antl 
it  is  not  alleged  that  he  restored  the  p-operty  spoken  of.  If  he  retained 
the  Post  property  he  was  guilty  of  a  crime  and  should  have  been  pros- 
ecuted, and  I  should  not  suppose  any  Post,  knowing  the  facts,  would  have 
mustered  him  in. 

Opinion — December  4,  1895. 

In  my  opinion  a  Court-Martial  has  no  right  to  make  or  power  to  en- 
force a  sentence  to  restore  property  appropriated,  ft  might  be  destroyed. 
Criminal  courts  do  not  inflict  buch  sentences.  Thev  always  say,  "Restore 
or  pay  the  value,"  and  if  the  prisoner  can  not  pay  he  may  be  discharged  as 
an  insolvent.     We  can  not  so  discharge. 

That  when  Post  No.  2(»6  dropped  John  R.  Skelton  for  non-payment  of 
dues  he  ceased  to  belong  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  that  in  March,  l.St>4,  Post 
No.  'MH  had  a  right  to  muster  him  in  under  the  usual  regulations. 
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DECISION  No.  5. 

Chargos  ami  Hi»ec'iHfations  against  L.  Coe  Young,  a  Past  Commander 
of  the  Department  of  Now  York  and  Comrade  of  Bartlett  Post  No.  ()»»8,  sai«l 
Department,  of  violation  of  Article  II,  Chapter  V,  Rules  and  Regulations, 
in  publishing  and  distributing  throughout  said  State  a  circular  derogatory 
to  the  candidacy  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Palmer  for  Secretary  of  State. 

Opinion-  />m^m/>«'/  4,  1895. 

In  my  opinion  the  publication  of  the  circular  referred  to  is  not  such  a 
breach  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  (I.  A.  R.  as  renders  Comrade 
L.  C<»e  Young  liable  to  punishment  by  court-martial.  He  exercised  the 
right  which  every  citizen  has  to  say  why  he  intended  to  vote  and  work  for 
<me  candidate  in  preference  lo  another.  The  case  is  largely  covered  by 
Opinion  No.  1  of  J.  W.  O'X.  and  Decision  No.  1  of  J.  P.,  pages  17 A  and 
27o,  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  Opinion  No.  3,  current  series. 


DECISION  No.  6. 

An  fioinnabhf  (lisrhniffnl  tnnnhfr  of  the  Wttahiufiton  Ctnif  (inoKh  is  d'Hfihle 
tn  mcmhcrship  in  tlif  (imml  Ann;/  of  the  Republic. 

Cahe. 

Answer  to  an  inquiry  from  Department  of  Wisconsin,  asking  if  an 
honorably  discharged  member  of  the  Washington  Clay  (Juards  is  eligible 
to  membership  in  the  (J.  A.  R. 

This  is  a  difficult  question,  and  1  will  embody  the  entire  case  in  the 
report. 

United  States  ok  America, 
Washington  ('lay  (iiAiti)s'  Armory, 
Willard's  Hotel,  Washiniiton,   I).  C.,  April  *27,  18(J1. 

'Jo  Hon.  Sinnm  Cameron,   SecMary  of  Wnr^    TL  S.: 

Sir— The  undersigned,  officers  of  Major  Clay's  Battalion,  organized 
while  the  Capital  of  the  United  States  was  considered  in  imminent  dangi'r, 
from  a  civil  invasion,  would  most  res|K*ctfully  represent  that  the  battalion 
is  chieHy  composed  of  non-resident«  of  this  District;  that  they  were  organ- 
ized on  the  ISth  inst.;  that  since  that  lime  the  battalion  has  been  on  duty 
day  and  night,  sleeping  on  their  arms,  and  have  at  all  times  been  ready  at 
a  moment's  notice,  to  do  any  service  required  of  them. 

They  number  about  three  hundred  men.  and  since  reinforcements  have 
arrived  here,  it  is  thought  that  it  might  n<»t  l»e  necessary  to  kt*ep  up  the 
organization.    Should  it  be  deemed  necessarv  i»v  the  Department  to  continue 
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the  organization,    the  men  composing  it  most  cheerfully  tender  their  fur- 
ther services. 

If  such  services  are  not  needed,  we  would  respectfully  ask  to  be  dis- 
banded and  honorably  discharged  by  the  Department. 

James  W.  Nye,  Major  Commanding. 

David  Webb,  Captain  Ist  Company. 

J.  E.  Vinton,  Captain  2d  Company. 

War  Department,  May  2,  18H1. 
Major  Jame^i  W.  Nije  : 

Sir — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  April,  stating  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  arrival  of  large  numbers  of  troops  in  this  city  the  emergency 
has  ceased  which  called  the  battalion  commanded  by  you  into  service,  and 
that  you  would  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  have  authority  to  disband  the  bat- 
talion aiid  halt  an  honorable  discharge  from  i<ervice. 

Concurring  fully  with  you,  I  readily  grant  the  authority  asked  for  and, 
in  doing  so,  I  beg  to  extend  to  you  and  through  you  to  the  men  under  yciur 
command  the  assurance  of  my  high  appreciation  of  the  very  prompt  and 
patriotic  manner  in  which  your  battalion  was  organized  for  the  defence  of 
the  Capital  and  the  very  efficient  services  rendered  by  it  during  the  time  of 
its  existence.     Very  respectfully, 

Simon  Cameron. 

I  cheerfully  concur  in  the  foregoing  testimonial  given  by  the  honorable 
Secretary'  of  War.  A.  Lincoln. 

May  2,  1861. 

By  authority  vested  in  me  as  Major  of  the  \Va8hington  Clay  Battalion, 
I,  David  Webb,  now  commanding,  do  hereby  certify  that  E.  W.  Keyes,  a 
member  of  said  battalion,  served  his  country  in  defence  of  the  national 
capital,  at  a  time  of  great  peril,  when  threatened  by  hordes  of  traitors; 
said  service  commencing  on  the  ISth  day  of  April,  1861,  and  ending  on  the 
date  hereof. 

I  also,  by  virtue  of  said  authority,  do  hereby  honorably  discharge  the 
said  E.  W.  Keyes  from  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Wa^shington  City  this  4th  day  of  May,  1861. 

David  Webb,  Major  Commanding. 

F.  S.  LiTTLE.i()HN,  Adjutant. 

CAssirs  M.  Clay's  Battalion, 
Washin(;tox  City,  I).  C,  April  28,  l.s61. 

This  is  to  certify  tliat  E.  W.  Keyes  of  Madison,  State  of  Wisconsin, 
was  duly  enrolled  a  member  of  the  Cassius  M.  Clay  Battalion  and  served 
faithfully  day  and  night  during  the  perilous  times  when  the  destruction  of 
the  capital  of  our  country  was  threatened  by  the  traitorous  designs  of  the 
so-called  Southern  Confederacy.  David  Wkbb,  Major  Commanding. 

F.  S.  L1TTLE.10HN,  Adjutant. 
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Opinion — December  6,  1895. 

On  a  very  strict  construction  the  question  might  be  answered  in  the 
negative;  but  let  us  get  down  to  the  foundation  of  our  Order.  As  I  see  it, 
the  main  points  are  armed  services  against  the  Rebellion  between  12th 
April,  1861,  and  9th  April,  1865. 

The  preamble  to  R.  and  R.  says:,  "  We,  the  soldiers  and  sailors,  and 
honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Army,  Navy  and  Marine 
Corps  of  the  United  State,  who  have  consented  to  this  union,  having  aiiled 
in  maintaining  the  honor,  integrity  and  supremacy  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment during  the  late  rebellion,  do  unite,  etc." 

That  they  served  can  not  be  disputed  in  face  of  the  letter  of  Major  J. 
W.  Nye,  and  the  letter  and  order  to  Major  Nye  from  Simon  Cameron,  Sec- 
retary of  War,  concurred  in  by  President  Lincoln.  They  were  the  very 
highest  type  of  the  volunteer  soldier.  They  served  without  pay,  rations  or 
clothing.  All  they  asked  or  received  of  the  (tovernment  in  it«  hour  of  peril 
was  arms  and  ammunition.  They  **  Rallied  Round  the  Flag,"  when  it  was 
a  question  whether  there  would  be  any  more  behind  them.  1  think  they 
should  rank  in  history  with  the  Minute  Men  of  l^xington  and  Bunker 
Hill. 

Chapter  I,  Article  IV,  R.  and  R.,  says:  "Soldiers  and  sailors  of  the 
United  States  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  Corps,  who  served  between  .\pril  12, 
1861,  and  April  9,  1865,  in  the  war  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion, 
and  those  having  been  honorably  discharged  therefrom  after  such  service, 
*  *  *  shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

If  they  were  not  in  service,  why  did  they  need  a  di-charge,  and  they 
were  there  between  the  dates.  1  do  not  think  we  can  go  behind  the  Order  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  in  my  opinion  the  said  K.  W.  Keyes,  of  theC'lay 
Battalion  is  eligible  to  membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  by  virtue  of  such 
service. 


DECISION  No.  7. 

When  a  d'  npj}fd  uiemher  if<  reini<fa(efl  by  a  PoM  niher  than  that  bij  irhirh  he 
uHis  dropped  the  anutnnt  to  be  forwarded  by  the  reinatniinff  Pas/  to  the  droppiny 
PoM  is  ''^  not  exc  ediny  one  yenr^n  dtien  t>f  the  Post  from  which  he  imts  ilropjml.^* 

(  'ase. 

Answer  to  the  tpiestion  from  the  Department  of  Minnesota:  "Is  the 
amount  which  is  reipiired  by  Section  4,  Article  IV,  Chapter  V,  Rules  and 
Regulations,  to  be  collected  and  forwarded  to  his  former  Post,  *  ^  ^ 
one  year's  dues  of  the  Post  rcinslatiu)^  him,  or  one  year's  dues  of  the  Post  by 
which  he  was  dropj)ed?" 
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Opinion— JanM/u-y  10^  1896. 

The  section  has  been  amended  several  times  and  ought  to  be  redrawn 
entirely.  But  it  is  now  law,  and  our  duty  is  to  get  at  its  meaning.  Before 
amendment,  such  an  applicant  was  compelled  to  pay  all  arrearages  due  the 
Post  from  which  he  was  dropped.  That  amount  was  then  made  up  from 
dues  of  such  kind  as  the  original  Post  had  fixed  in  its  by-laws,  and  included 
annual  dues  as  thus  fixed.  Then  it  was  amended  to  read  that  the  appli- 
cant must  pay  "one  year's  dues,"etc.,  and  at  Louisville  made  to  read  "not 
exceeding  one  year's  dues."  At  first,  the  section  meant  the  dues  of  the 
Post  from  which  he  was  dropped,  and  said  so.  If  the  amendments  had 
meant  such  a  radical  change  as  to  limit  the  payment  to  one  year's  or  not 
exceeding  one  year's  dues  of  the  Post  reinstating  him,  surely  it  wou'd  have 
been  so  written.  The  intention  now  is  to  make  reinstatement  and  meml>er- 
ship  as  easy  as  is  consistent  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Order, 
and  acting  on  that  line  I  think  the  words  "not  exceeding  one  year's  dues" 
is  simply  a  possible  reduction  of  the  amount  which  the  applicant  must  pay, 
and  the  maximum  sum  which  must  be  forwarded  is  **  not  exceeding  one 
year's  dues"  of  the  Post  from  which  he  was  dropped.  As  I  read  the  section 
it  means  that  the  Post  reinstating  him  shall  collect  and  forward  to  his 
former  Post  not  exceeding  one  year's  dues  of  the  Post  which  dropped  him 
and  collect  and  retain  such  fees  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  charged  upon  application  for  membership  by  transfer. 


DECISION  No.  S. 

Tlie  rhan/etluU  a  Pout  Comnmnder  reccivitil  (joock,  money y  etc.,  the  prnpertif 
of  his  PoHtf  ifhieh  he  did  not  tnni  omr  to  them,  nviounlii  to  a  crime,  and  he  must 
he  found  guilty  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt. 

Case. 

Appeal  of  J.  E.  Hathorn  of  James  Laird  Post  No.  21)6,  Department  of 
Nebraska,  from  decision  of  a  Department  court-martial.  There  were  four 
charges  and  thirteen  specifications  upon  which  over  250  pages  of  type- 
written testimony  was  taken.  He  was  found  guilty  upon  the  following 
charge  and  specifications : 

Charge  1. 

That  said  J.  E.  Hathorn  is  guilty  of  violating  his  official  duty  as  Com- 
mander of  said  Post. 

Specifications. 

Specificotion  1.  That  said  J.  E.  Hathorn,  at  the  time  hereinafter  men- 
tioned and  up  to  the  present  time,  is,  and  was,  the  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied Commander  of  James  Laird  Post  No.  2l)(i,  Department  of  Nebraska, 
located  at  Bartley,  Nebraska. 
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Spfci/icalion  2.  That  said  Post  Coramander,  in  connection  with  and 
through  the  solicitation  of  his  wife,  received  a  large  quantity  of  aid  in 
money  and  goods,  from  various  i)er8on8,  societies,  also,  W.  R.  C.  and  G.  A. 
R.  Posts  from  diflferent  States  of  the  Union  for  the  relief  of  destitute  sol- 
diers, Comrades,  and  their  families,  of  said  Post. 

Specification  3.     That  said  supplies  were  shipped  to  Mrs.  and  J.  E.  Ha- 
thorn,  and  came  into  the  hands  of  said  J.  E.  Hathorn,   by  virtue  of  his ' 
office  as  Post  Commander  of  said  Post,  and  was  the  property  of  and  belonged 
to  said   Post  and  W.  R.  C.,  of  Bartley,  Nebrasl^a,  and  should  have  been 
turned  over  to  said  Post  and  W.  R.  C.  for  distribution. 

Specification  4.  That  said  Commander  J.  E.  Hathorn  took  possession 
of  all  said  money  and  supplies  as  fast  as  they  came  in,  personally  and  as  a 
private  individual  in  his  private  capacity,  and  appropriated  them  to  his 
own  use,  disregarding  his  duties  as  Post  Commander,  and  wholly  ignoring 
the  claims  of  said  Post  and  the  W.  R.  C.  to  said  goods  and  moneys,  except 
the  words  ** appropriating  to  his  own  usi',"  and  the  word  "wholly,"  and 
we  find  him  "Not  Guilty"  of  "  appropriating  to  his  own  use  and  wholly." 
On  all  other  charges  and  specifications  upon  which  he  was  tried  he  was 
found  "Not  Guilty,"  and  sentenced  to  Ije  suspended  from  office  for  six 
months,  which  sentence  was  approved  by  the  Department  Commander. 

Opinion— 3/«y  27,  1896. 

Surely  there  can  be  no  crime  in  the  first  three  specifications.  None  is 
cbarged.  Then  we  come  to  the  fourth  specification.  Of  course  he  is  not 
responsible  as  Post  Commander  for  goods  sent  to  Mrs.  Hathorn  and  dis- 
tributed by  her.  How  he  received  shipments  to  himself  as  Post  Com- 
mander can  be  of  little  consequence  if  he  disposed  of  them  properly,  and 
the  evidence  does  not  satisfy  me  that  he  received  anything  for  the  Post, 
which  he  did  not  turn  over  to  them.  These  charges  and  specifications 
amount  to  a  crime  and  the  accused  is  entitled  to  a  reastmable  doubt,  he 
must  be  proven  guilty.  I  do  not  think  the  evi<lence  justifies  his  conviction 
of  any  wrong  doing  in  the  matter  and  recommend  that  the  appeal  be  sus- 
tained and  the  findings  of  the  Court-Martial  in  this  case  be  disapproved. 


DECISION  No.  9. 

Department  Commander  lian  no  authoriti/  tn  itrder  ^^Thal  the  proceedinys  and 
report  of  a  Committee  be  expun(jed  from  the  records  of  a  /W." 

Jieaifonahle  notice  of  hearimj  and  apjyeal  munt  be  given. 

Appeal  from  decii^i<rns  of  Post  Commantler  and  Post  mn.<t  be  taken  within 
four  month<.     R.  and  R.  of  1893,  }Hif/e  254. 

Appiol  of  Baldwin  Pn^t  Xn.  6,  G.  A.  R.  DejMtrtment  of  Netv  York;  from 
the  order  nuide  by  Department  Commander  ^{tkinson  and  dated  Mairh  19,  1896, 
ordering  "  Thai  the  proceed  in  f/K  and  report  if  Committee  in  the  matter  of  mr«*«/t- 
ffotion  of  (\)mrade  John  T.  Dovidxon  be  declared  nnll  and  void,  and  that  the  same 
be  expunged  frtrni  the  records  of  mid  Post  Xo.  6." 
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Case. 

May  20,  lS9o.  Corainittee  appointed  by  said  Baldwin  Post  to  investi- 
gate the  conduct  of  Comrade  John  T.  Davidson  in  regard  to  the  candidacy 
of  Comrade  Seymour  Dexter  for  Department  Commander  and  report  to  the 
Post. 

That  on  receipt  of  said  report,  June  3,  1895,  by  the  Post,  it  was  moved 
"That  the  report  of  the  committee  be  accepted,  adopted  by  the  Post  and 
spread  upon  the  minutes,"  and  the  motion  was  unanimously  carried  and 
adopted  by  a  rising  vote.  That  June  6,  said  Comrade  Davidson  was  noti- 
fied of  said  proceedings  and  served  with  a  copy  of  said  report. 

That  about  Ist  July,  under  date  of  27th  June,  the  Post  received  noti- 
fication from  Department  Commander  E.  J.  Atkinson,  that  Comrade 
Davidson  had  appealed  from  the  action  of  the  tost,  and  the  Department 
Commander  "directed"  "That  the  action  of  the  Post  be  rescinded,  and 
that  the  report  of  said  committee  be  expunged  from  the  records  of  said 
Post."  That  at  said  time  no  appeal  had  been  taken  by  Comrade  Davidson, 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Post,  and  none  had  been  forwarded  through  the 
Post  to  the  Department  Commander,  *nor  had  notice  of  any  hearing  on  ap- 
peal been  given  the  Post. 

That,  4th  November,  189''),  notice  of  appeal  by  Comrade  Davidson 
from  action  of  the  Post,  of  3d  June,  189'),  above  referred  to,  was  served  on 
the  Post. 

That,  15th  November,  1895,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Post,  "the  appeal  of 
Comrade  John  T.  Davidson  was  taken  up  and  read.  The  Commander  de- 
cided that  the  appeal  could  not  be  entertained,  basing  his  decision  on  Ad- 
dition page  254,  Section  2,  to  ('hapter  111,  .\rticle  VH,  page  14(5,  Blue 
Book:  "All  appeals  fronj  the  decision  of  the  Post  Commander  and  the 
Post  shall  be  taken  within  four  months  from  the  rendering  of  the  same." 

Comrade  Davidson  was  notified  of  this  action  of  the  Post  Commander, 
and  at  a  meeting  of  the  Post,  upon  the  2d  day  of  December,  1895,  took  an 
appeal  to  the  Department  Commander  of  the  Department  of  New  York, 
from  this  decision  of  Baldwin  Post  (Commander,  made  as  above  stated,  by 
serving  upon  the  Commander  of  Baldwin  Post  and  the  Post,  notice  of  ap- 
peal, as  follows: 

"  To  the  Cominamhr  of  and  to  Buldirin  Pout  No.  6,  Depart  me  nt  of  New  l^ork, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic: 

"  Tah  notice,  that  I  the  undersigned,  a  member  of  said  Post,  do  hereby 
appeal  to  the  Department  Commander  of  the  iX^partment  of  New  Y(»rk, 
from  the  action  of  said  Commander,  at  a  meeting  of  said  Post  held  Novem- 
ber 15,  1895,  in  assuming  the  power  and  holding  and  deciding  and  refusing 
to  entertain  a  certain  appeal  made  by  the  undersigned,  and  duly  served  on 
said  Post,  November  4,  1S95." 

No  notice  of  a  hearing  was  given,  but  in  March,  189(5.  there  was  re- 
ceived fron)  the  Ileadtiuarters  of  the  Department  of  New  York,  an  opinion 
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of  Comrade  Andrew  A.  Wheeler,  Judge-Advocate  of  the  Department,  dated 
16th  December,  1895,  directed  to  Department  Commander  Atkinson,  and 
sustaining  the  appeal.  The  paper  speaks  as  to  dates  only  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  Post  6,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Klmira,  commencing  20th  May,  and  ending  3d 
June,  189').     Indorsed  ** Approved.      E.  J.  Atkinson,   Dept.  Com."     Also. 

IlEAIXirARTERS  DEPARTMENT  OF  NeW  YoRK, 

(i.  A.  R.,  Capitol,  Albany,  March  19,  1896. 
In  the  matter  of  appeal  of  Comrade  John  T.  Davidson  from  action  of 
Baldwin  Post,  No.  6,  the  appeal  is  sustained  and  it  is  ordered  that  the  pro- 
ceedings and  report  of  committee  in  the  matter  of  investigation  of  Comrade 
John  T.  Davidson  be  declared  null  and  void  and  that  the  same  be  expunged 
from  the  records  of  said  Post  No.  6.     By  order  of 

E.  J.  Atkinson,  Department  Commander. 
Official.     D.  F.  Allfj^,  A.  A.  (i. 

From  that  order  of  Department  Commander  Atkinson  on  May  4,  1896, 
Baldwin  Post,  No.  6,  (i.  A.  R.,  Department  of  New  York,  ap|>ealed  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  that  appeal  is  now  here  for  disposition. 

Opinion  -J««r  i,  1896. 

It  is  fundamental  law  that  no  appeal  can  be  taken  without  notice, 
actual  or  constructive,  to  the  appellee.  The  first  notice  served  of  appeal 
from  action  of  Post  No.  (J  was  on  November  4,  1S95,  more  than  five  months 
after  June  8,  1S95,  when  the  wrong  was  said  to  have  been  committed.  On 
November  lo,  1S95,  the  Post  Commander  refused  to  allow  said  appeal  on 
account  of  lapse  of  time.  From  that  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  which 
is  still  undisposed  of,  so  that,  if  the  Post  Commander  had  the  power  thus  to 
rule,  the  ap))eal  passed  upon  by  the  Department  (\)mmander  was  not  l)e- 
fore  him  for  disposition,  and  if  the  Post  C^nnmander  had  not  authority  to 
so  hold,  then  the  a^ipeal,  being  plainly  too  late,  should  have  been  struck 
off  upon  inspection,  and  again,  in  my  opinion,  the  Department  Commander 
has  no  authority  to  order ''that  the  report  of  the  committee  be  declared 
null  and  void,  and  that  the  same  be  expunged  from  the  records  of  saitl 
Post  No.  6." 

I  recommend  that  the  appeal  of  Baldwin  Post,  No.  6,  O.  A.  R.,  De- 
partment of  New  York,  from  the  above  order  of  Department  Commander 
E.  J.  Atkinson  be  sustained,  because:    . 

First.  No  notice  of  the  appeal  of  June  27,  1895,  was  given  until  the 
order  was  made  to  expunge  certain  proceedings  from  the  reconls. 

Seroud.     The  appeal  of  November  4,  l.S9o,  was  too  late. 

Thiid.     No  notice  of  any  hearing  was  given. 

Fourth.  The  Department  Commander  has  no  authority  to  order  the 
record  ibanijed. 
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DECISION  No.  10. 

All  hooks^  papetH^  arcounfSj  recordny  etc.,  of  a  Pout  nhouJd  he  in  the  Ptuit  ritom 
at  ei'ery  meeting. 

A  P(uit  ban  ru>  anthoi^ily  to  direct  by  rt^Rolution  **  That  the  Quarter  master  he 
only  retpiired  lo  have  hu  Ixtokx  in  the  Post  room  tm  the  firnt  meetings  of  each  month. ^^ 


Appeal  by  A.  II.  (i.  Richardson,  of  Cxarfield  Post,  No.  7,  Department 
of  the  Potomac,  from  the  action  of  the  Encampment  of  said  Department, 
held  in  February,  1896,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Jnd^e-A<lvo- 
cate's  Report. 

From  the  statements  made  it  appears  that  James  A.  ^iarfiehl  Post,  No. 
7,  Department  of  the  I'otomac,  passed  the  following  resolution: 

*^Rej*oiv€iL,  That  the  (Quartermaster  l>e  only  required  to  have  his  books 
in  the  Post  room  on  the  first  meetings  of  each  month." 

That  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  proper  authority,  and  the  Jud^e-Ad- 
voeate  of  the  Department  filed  his  opinion  as  follows:  **  I  am  clearly  of 
the  opinion  that  all  books  of  record  of  a  Post  should  be  at  every  regular 
meeting,  in  order  that  any  question  arising  involving  an  inspection  of  the 
books  may  be  more  readily  answeretl." 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Judge- Advocate  dissented  from 
this  opinion,  and  held  that  the  matter  was  a  subject  for  regulati<m  by  each 
Post  in  its  by-laws.  The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  by  the  En- 
campment, and  from  that  action  this  appeal  is  taken. 

Opinion — AnguM  1st,  1896. 

It  does  ,not  appear  how  often  Post  No.  7  meets,  but  it  is  evidently  oft- 
ener  than  once  a  month.  It  is  the  quartermaster's  duty  to  ** collect  all 
moneys  due  the  Post,  giving  his  receipt  therefor,"  and  '*he  shall  keep  an 
account  with  each  member."  Decision  10,  L.  W.  40,  3,  page  122,  K.  R., 
says:  **The  Quartermaster  requires  a  cash-book,  ledger  and  receipt  book. 
On  the  cash  book  should  be  noted  each  payment  as  made,  and  the  entries 
be  read  to  the  Post  before  adjournment,  to  allow  for  corrections. 

Chapter  V,  Article  IV,  Section  3,  page  187,  says:  *' Any  member  of  a 
Post  who  is  six  months  in  arrears  shall  be  notified  by  the  Quartermaster, 
and  if  the  dues  are  not  paid  within  two  months  thereafter  he  may  be  sus- 
pended." 

Amendment,  page  255,  Section  4,  reads:  "If  a  member  of  a  Post 
shall  be  one  year  in  arrears  for  dues,  he  shall  be  notified  thereof  in  writing 
by  the  Post  Quartermaster,  and  on  failure  for  two  months  thereafter  to  pay 
such  dues,  he  may,  by  a  vote  of  the  Post,  be  dropped  from  the  rolls,  etc.: 
Provided,  He  has  been  previously  suspended,  etc."  In  each  of  the  above 
cases  the  Comrade  has  two /u/Z  mon/A«  to  make  his  payments  and   have  the 
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entry  reiwi  to  the  Post  before  adjournment.  How  could  he  have  his  time 
to  pay  and  the  entry  of  payment  on  the  cash  book  read  to  the  Post  before 
adjournment,  if  his  time  expired  a  week  after  the  first  meeting  in  the 
month  ? 

Chapter  V,  Article  V,  Section  5,  reads:  *'A11  books,  papers,  accounts, 
records  and  proceedings  j>ertaining  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
shall  be  subject  to  inspection  at  all  times  by  the  several  inspecting  officers 
in  their  respective  districts."  As  is  well  known  the  inspector  may  come  at 
any  time,  the  section  does  not  say  in  so  many  words,  that  the  books,  etc. : 
must  be  in  the  Post  Room  when  inspected,  Imt  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose 
they  could  be  inspected  anywhere  else.  1  think  all  the  books,  etc.,  of  a 
Post  should  be  in  the  Post  Room  at  every  meeting,  and  in  my  opinion  this 
appeal  should  be  sustained. 


DECISION  No.  11. 

Thien  of  a  imapended  member  may  be  remitted  by  a  tuo-third  vote  of  the  mem- 
hem  present  and  voting  at  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Pottt^  and  he  be  reinstated:  Pro- 
tridedj  fie  is  unable  by  re«>?<m  of  niekne.'^s  or  misfortune  to  pay  his  due^ij  ha  to  which 
conditions  the  Post  may  decide.  R.  and  JR.  of  1893,  Sectimi  III,  Article  IV, 
Chapter  5,  page  187, 

Dues  remitted  are,  so  far  as  the  Comrade  is  concerned,  paid. 

Appeal  of  John  C.  S.  Burger,  Past  Judge-Advocate  of  the  Department 
of  the  Potomac,  from  the  action  of  the  Encampment  of  said  Department, 
February  27,  189r),  in  so  far  as  it  adopted  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  upon  the  report  of  the  Judge-Advocate,  dissenting  from  his  con- 
clusions as  shown  in  Opinions  2  and  .S,  wherein  he  held :  "That  a  suspended 
member  owing  more  than  one  year's  dues  at  date  of  suspension  can  not  be 
restored  to  good  standing  unless  he  pays  the  amount  owing  at  date  of  re- 
instatement, which  includes  dues  accumulating  during  the  time  of  suspen- 
sion, as  well  as  those  owing  at  the  date  of  suspension. 

Opinion-  -August  12,  1896. 

The  dues  of  a  Comrade  while  suspended  are  the  same  as  they  were  be- 
fore. It  might  happen  that  when  a  Comrade  was  suspended  it  was  thought 
he  was  able  to  pay,  while  afterwards  it  was  discovered  that  he  was  not.  It 
would  seem  that  if  the  dues  could  only  be  remitted  before  suspension  the 
section  would  have  been  so  drawn.  In  fact  the  latter  part  of  the  section 
reads  as  though  the  draftsman  had  the  suspended  C'omrade  specially  in 
mind  when  he  drew  it.  In  my  opinion  the  action  of  tlie  Encampment  of 
the  Department  of  the  Potomac  upon  said  committee's  report  should  Ik* 
sustained,  ami  this  appeal  therefrom  dismissed. 
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REPORT  OF  SPECIAL   AIDE   TO   THE   COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF  IN  CHARGE  OF  MILITARY  INSTRUC- 
TION IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Headquarters  Department  Military  Instruction, 
177  Broadway,  New  York,  July  29,  1896. 

(teneral  I.  N.  Walker, 

Gofntmander'in'Chiefy  Grand  Army  of  the  Repvhlie, 

Lidianapolis,  Lidiana: 

Dear  Sir : 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  ray  report  on  Military  Instruction  for 
the  year  of  1896. 

The  appointment  of  an  Aide  for  each  State  was  accomplished 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  a  request  made  upon  each  State 
Aide  to  appoint  Assistant  Aides  in  all  of  the  principal  cities  through- 
out the  State.  In  several  of  the  States,  this  duty  was  .performed 
and  considerable  work  resulted  therefrom.  Many  of  the  State 
Aides,  however,  have  been  unable  to  accomplish  much  work  in  the 
development  of  patriotic  training  and  the  teaching  of  civics  in  the 
public  schools  under  their  immediate  charge. 

A  misapprehensioH,  in  regard  to  the  practical  features  of  mili- 
tary instruction,  on  the  part  of  the  public  in  general,  has  interfered 
seriously  with  the  development  of  the  system. 

It  is  generally  the  impression  that  military  instruction  in  the 
public  schools,  so  called,  interferes  with  the  established  curriculum 
and  encroaches  upon  the  present  course  of  study,  now  in  force  in 
the  public  schools  throughout  the  country,  and  in  order  to  lay  the 
matter  before  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army,  it  is  desirable  to 
introduce  here  a  few  details,  descriptive  of  the  present  operation 
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of  the  system  throughout  the  schools  of  the.  Eastern  and  some  of 
the  Western  States. 

In  point  of  fact,  there  is  no  military  driU  within  Hve  piMie  schools. 
Ten  minutes  each  day  is  usually  given  to  physical  development 
exercises,  using  the  ** setting  up"  form,  which  is  that  laid  down  in 
Infantry  Drill  Regulations,  U.  S.  A. 

In  connection  with  this  physical  development  Exercise,  is  the 
teaching  of  civics;  i.  6.,  forms  of  municipal,  state  and  national 
government,  in  all  the  details  connected  therewith. 

The  scholar  is  taught  the  responsibility  of  citizenship,  the  neces- 
sity of  a  pure  ballot.  He  is  also  taught  reverence  for  the  flag  re- 
spect for  authority,  prompt  obedience,  **  to  do  right  because  it  is 
right.*'  This  system  does  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  or  take  Uie 
pUice  of  any  scfiool  work  established  under  the  ordinary  curriculum, 
which  has  hitherto  been  adopted  and  carried  out  by  the  public 
school  system  of  the  United  States. 

It  does  not  supplant  or  take  the  place  of  geography,  arithmetic,  read' 
ing,  writing  or  any  study  which  may  he  a  part  of  the  establislied  course. 
It  is  optional  with  the  scholars  of  the  public  schools  to  organize  com- 
panies and  to  choose  their  own  officers  from  their  own  number. 

Usually,  scholars  organizing,  consult  with  the  principal,  as  to 
the  selection  of  such  boys  as  are  best  fitted  to  make  competent 
oflicers. 

These  companies  drill  once  eajch  week  and  enHrdy  outside  of  sdwd 
liours  and  in  no  way  connected  with  the  school,  except  under  the 
counsel  and  advice  of  the  principal,  who  usually  acts  as  com- 
mandant. 

The  non-commissioned  and  commissioned  officers  of  the  local 
National  Guard  usually  volunteer  to  instruct  the  school  cadets  in 
manual  of  arms,  company  movements,  etc. 

The  use  of  the  State  armories  is  usually  accorded  to  the  cadets 
for  drill  purposes,  all  of  which  is  in  charge  of  National  Guard 
officers,  to  comply  with  the  law. 

The  uniforms,  consisting  of  cap,  coat  and  trousers,  cost  $6.50. 
These  uniforms  are  usually  furnished  by  the  cadets  themselves. 
Pupils  who  do  not  care  to  ac(juire  a  uniform  throughout,  organize 
as  non-uniformed,  and  wear  the  fatigue  cap,  which  costs  50  cents. 
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RESULT   OF   THE   MOVEMENT. 

After  several  years'  experience  and  trial  of  patriotic  training  in 
the  public  schools,  we  find  the  results  most  satisfactory.  The  pu{)il 
is  found  to  acquire  improved  school  discipline,  self-control,  dignified 
hearing  and  appreciation  of  wise  leadership. 

He  is  taught  to  prepare  himself  for  the  duty  of  a  citizen.  Hun- 
dreds of  letters  have  been  received  from  the  patrons  of  the  public 
schools,  testifying  to  the  good  efiect  of  the  discipline  on  the  incor- 
rigibles  under  the  system  of  '^Patriotic  Training.' ' 

The  records  also  show  the  pupils  that  are  engaged  in  patriotic 
training  and  military  instruction  have  better  and  higher  records 
than  those  who  are  not  of  the  organization. 

REPORTB   FROM   STATE   AIDES. 

On  June  2  I  made  written  requests  to  the  following  State  Aides 
for  a  report  on  patriotic  training  and  military  instruction  in  con- 
nection with  the  public  schools  of  their  Department. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   ARIZONA. 

Wm.  H.  Ferguson,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that  at  a  recent  en- 
campment of  the  Department  of  Arizona  arrangements  have  been 
perfected  to  take  up  the  matter  of  establishing  military  instruction 
throughout  the  schools  of  Arizona,  together  with  aesjurance  that  by 
another  year  some  substantial  progress  will  be  reported. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   ARKANSAS. 

Thos.  Bowles,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  band. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Warren  L.  Goes,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  the  work  throughout 
the  Department  of  Connecticut  is  progressing  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  and  with  marked  progress.  Organizations  of  (companies 
have  been  made  in  Shelton,  Stamford  and  several  other  large 
cities  throughout  the  State,  and  in  New  Haven  a  full  "Boys' 
Brigade**  is  thoroughly  organized  and  well  eciuipped,  although  not 
under  the  special  patronage  of  principals  of  sehoijls. 

11— G.  A.  R. 
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DEPARTMENT   OF   CALIFORNIA    AND   NEVADA. 

W.  W.  Stone,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   COLORADO    AND   WYOMING. 

W.  T.  S.  'May,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT    OF   DELAWARE. 

A.  J.  Woodman,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that  so  far  he  has  been 
unable  to  accomplish  any  organization  within  his- department. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  FLORIDA. 

Samuel  H.  Lancey,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that,  owing  to  the 
antipathy  existing  on  the  part  of  the  natives  against  any  work  un- 
der the  patronage  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  he  has 
been  unable  to  accomplish  anything  in  the  line  of  Patriotic  Train- 
ing in  the  Public  Schools  in  his  department. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  GEORGIA. 

E.  Robinson,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  nothing  done  in  the  de- 
partment in  consequence  of  the  antipathy  existing  against  (jrand 
Army  movements. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   INDIANA. 

Wm.  M.  Cochran,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  organization  of  a  full 
battalion  in  the  city  of  Huntington,  and  also  reports  the  sentiment 
of  a  large  number  of  the  Indiana  School  Board  in  favor  of  Patri- 
otic Training  in  the  Public  Schools. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   ILLINOIS. 

Jaa.  M.  Rice,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  not  much  at'complished, 
through  the  inefficiency  of  assistant  Aides. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   IDAHO. 

Cbas.  A.  Clark,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that  marked  progress  in 
the  State  in  the  matter  of  military  instruction  seems  to  have  been 
made  owing  to  his  own  supervision.     Considerable  success  has  been 
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reached  in  thi8  department.  The  accomplishments  have  heen  the 
"Betting  Up'*  exercises  and  drill  outside  of  school  hours  without 
arms. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   IOWA. 

Clinton  Douglas,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  marked  progress  and 
satisfactory  development  of  patriotic  training  in  public  schools  of 
that  State.  By  a  recent  act  of  the  Legislature,  the  Adjutant- 
General  is  authorized  to  loan  the  arms  and  accoutrements  belong- 
ing to  the  State  to  the  schools  and  colleges  that  include  military 
instruction  in  the  course  of  instruction. 

The  public  schools  of  Burlington,  Council  Bluffs,  Des  Moines, 
Marion,  Monticello,  Oxford,  Osage,  Red  Oak,  Waterloo  and 
Waukon  each  have  an  average  of  fifty  stand  of  arms,  and  they  are 
used  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  teachers  and  patrons  of  the 
schools. 

Besides  this,  there  are  HOO  stand  of  arms  in  use  in  the  acad- 
emies, normal  schools  and  colleges  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  the  **Iowa  Boys'  Brigade'*  connected  with  churches,  are 
engaged  in  patriotic  training  and  military  drill  with  wooden  guns, 
in  conformity  to  the  latest  issue  of  the  U.  S.  Infantry  Tactics. 

Iowa  shows  marked  progress  in  the  development  of  patriotic 
training  and  military  instruction  connected  with  the  public  schools. 

DEPARTMENT   OF    KANSAS. 

().  C.  Hill,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  very  little  progress. 

DEPARTMENT    OF   KENTUCKY. 

John  T.  Gunn,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that  in  Louisville,  Cov- 
ington and  Newport,  the  matter  has  been  thoroughly  canvassed 
and  the  results  of  the  consideration  will  likely  be  the  organization 
of  the  American  Guard  in  these  cities. 

DEPARTMENTS   OF   MISSISSIPPI   AND    LOUISIANA. 

Ernest  Longpre,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that  the  sentiment  en- 
tertained against  any  work  under  the  patronage  of  the  Grand 
Army  is  such  that  the  teachers  are  likely  to  lose  their  positions  if 
the  matter  of  patriotic  training  were  introduced  under  the  ])atron- 
age  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  therefore  he  is  unable  to  make  any 
substantial  progress. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  MONTANA. 

Frank  P.  Sterling,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  MAINE. 

Joseph  B.  Peaks,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   MARYLAND. 

Geo.  R.  Graham,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

Jos.  T.  Paget,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that  among  the  number 
of  organizations  throughout  the  State,  most  of  which  are  High  School 
Cadets,  Boston  ha^  1,700;  Newton,  250;  Lowell,  250;  Woburn, 
80 ;  Chelsea,  90 ;  Hyde  Park,  85 ;  Stoneham,  40 ;  Glouscester,  80 ; 
Ljrnn,  80;  Brookline,  80,  and  Medford,  80.  This  contingent  is 
all  thoroughly  uniformed  and  armed  with  breach-loading  rifles.  A 
number  of  other  companies  has  been  organized  in  the  western  part 
of  the  State. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   MICHIGAN. 

Washington  Gardner,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  MINNI«:SOTA. 

W.  N.  Folwell,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  no  progress. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  MISSOURI. 

E.  8.  Weigel,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  ALABAMA. 

A.  N.  Ballard,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  considerable  attention  to 
military  instruction,  applied,  however,  to  colleges  and  private 
schools  throughout  the  State.  No  application  of  military  instruc- 
tion is  reported  in  the  public  schools  of  this  Department. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   NEW   HAMPSHIRE. 

Jaa.  Miller,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  one  or  more  companies  in 
the  public  schools  organized  and  uniformed  in  the  following  cities: 
Concord,  Nashua,  Manchester  and  Laconia. 
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The  Board  of  Education  of  Concord  and  Nashua  have  made  the 
drill  a  part  of  the  regular  course  of  iiigtruction,  and  attendance  thereon 
compulsory.  Nearly  all  of  these  companies  are  provided  with  Cadet 
rifles  and  equipments. 

Concord  has  a  full  battalion  organization  under  a  salaried  in- 
structor. 

Patriotic  training  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  may  be  regarded  as  fully  established,  and  military 
drill  in  connection  therewith,  outside  of  school  hours,  has  been 
fully  confirmed  and  has  likely  come  to  stay. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  NEW   YORK. 

Col.  Henry  T.  Bartlett,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  twenty-two 
towns  in  the  State  with  organized  companies  under  patriotic  train- 
ing and  military  instruction  in  connection  with  the  public  schools. 

Careful  estimates  of  the  organizations  of  the  State  of  New 
York  show  approximately  25,000  boys  under  patriotic  training  and 
military  instruction. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  NEBRASKA. 

C.  E.  Burmester,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  the  work  '^progressing 
favorably."  Special  mention  is  made  of  the  efforts  of  Assistant 
Aide  J.  T.  Roller,  of  Beatrice,  Neb  ,  who  has  organized  four  com- 
panies in  the  public  schools  and  immediate  proceedings  for  an 
organization  in  the  high  school  of  that  town,  all  of  which  were  on 
parade  Memorial  Day. 

DEl'AI^TMENT   OF   NORTH  CAROLINA. 

W.  H.  Deaver,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  considerable  headway  in 
connection  with  the  work  which  he  has  gotten  under  way  during 
the  past  year.  Superintendents  of  the  public  schools  of  this 
department  are  in  favor  of  the  movement.  Another  year  he  will 
be  able  to  report  substantial  organizations. 

DEPARTxMENT  OF   NEW   JERSEY. 

Joseph  A.  Sedam,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  band. 
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DEPARTMENT   OF   NORTH   DAKOTA. 

William  A.  Bentley,  Aide  in  charge,  has  labored  assiduously  to 
establish  a  spirit  of  patriotism  in  the  hearts  of  the  pupils  of  the 
l)uplic  schools  of  his  State,  and  is  in  favor  of  the  teaching  of  civics, 
but  reports  that  there  are  no  organizations  perfected  in  his  State. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   OHIO. 

F.  G.  Steele,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  steady  progress.  Nine 
companies  have  been  organized  in  the  towns  of  Newark,  Xenia, 
Coshocton  and  St.  Louisville  in  Ohio,  as  well  as  other  organizations 
in  other  parts  of  the  State. 

Most  of  the  above  are  ununiformed,  except  with  cap  and 
badge,  and  nearly  all  are  armed  with  lances.  Cincinnati  has  three 
armed  and  uniformed  battalions  of  three  com])anie6  each. 

The  work  through  the  State  of  Ohio  presents  encouraging 
progress. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  OKLAHOMA. 

Frank  McMaster,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   PENNSYLVANIA. 

T.  N.  Davis,  Aide  in  charge.  No  report.  (See  reports  from 
Harrisburg.) 

J)EPARTMENT   OF  POTOMAC. 

W.  W.  Eldridge,  Aidein  charge,  reports  that  there  are  now 
i)8  white  and  27  colored  schools,  aggregating  4,750  pupils,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  where  military  instruction  is  given  once 
each  week. 

This  is  in  addition  to  the  eight  companies  of  white  and  two  com- 
panies of  colored  High  School  Cadets,  fully  armed  and  equip|)ed, 
aggregating  about  600  pupils.  Much  interest  is  manifested,  and 
teachers  testify  to  beneficial  results. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   RHODE   ISLAND. 

C.  R.  Dennis,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   SOUTH   DAKOTA. 

C.  B.  Clark,  Aide  in  charge.     Reports  no  progress. 
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DEPARTMENT   OF  TEXAS. 

W.  C.  Kretsinger,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   TENNESSEE. 

J).  C.  Wester,  Aide  in  charge,  rei)ort8  that  Comrades  are  act- 
ively engaged  in  promoting  patriotic  training  in  the  public  schools, 
with  marked  progress  toward  earJy  organization. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  VIRGINIA. 

J.  W.  Stebbins,  Aide  in  charge.     (See  rejK)rt8  from  Virginia.) 

DEPARTMENT   OF   WISCONSIN. 

Geo.  F.  Barchard,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   WASHINGTON. 

L.  M.  Lambert,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   WEST   VIRGINIA. 

T.  C  Miller,  Aide  in  charge.     No  report  at  hand. 

DEPARTMENT   OF  OREGON. 

Jas.  Jackson,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  that  the  work  that  has 
Ijeen  accomplished  throughout  Oregon  in  the  past  year  will  likely 
re8ult  in  the  organization  of  an  American  Guard  on  the  assembly 
of  the  schools  in  the  fall.  Civics  are  taught  in  all  the  larger 
schools  of  the  State.  In  Salem,  Ore.,  all  the  pupils  are  now 
drilled  in  the  **  setting  up"  form  and  salute  to  the  flag. 

In  Ashland,  one  company  of  the  American  Guard  is  already 
organized. 

DEPARTMENT    OF    NEW    MEXICO. 

E.  S.  Stover,  Aide  in  charge,  reports  the  sentiment  of  the  au- 
thorities is  against  military  instruction  and  he  is  not  able  to  make 
any  progress  in  this  direction. 
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HARBI8BURG,    PA. 

ladependent  of  the  State  Aide,  Comrade  F.  J.  Thomas,  of  Post 
58,  has  taken  considerable  measures  for  introducing  patriotic  in- 
struction in  connection  with  the  public  schools,  and  an  organiza- 
tion of  the  American  Guard  has  been  established  under  the  super- 
intendence of  F.  J.  Thomas. 

DEPARTMENT   OF   VIRGINIA. 

J.  E.  Porter,  Department  Commander  of  Virginia,  reports 
three  military  companies  in  Norfolk,  one  in  Berkley,  two  in  Ports- 
mouth, one  in  Newport  News,  two  in  Suffolk.  He  also  reports 
several  others  scattered  through  the  State. 

He  estimates  approximately  50  organizations  throughout  the 
State  of  Virginia,  all  of  which  salute  the  flag  and  are  taught  civ- 
ics. Governor  OTerrell  endorses  the  movement  of  patriotic 
training  in  the  public  schools  and  is  furthering  the  object  as  far  as 
possible. 

I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  the  excellent  service  ren- 
dered by  Department  Aide  W.  W.  Eldridge,  of  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

At  the  close  of  the  New  York  schools  150  of  the  graduating 
boys  of  the  First  Battalion  of  the  American  Guard,  city  of  New 
York,  visited  Washington,  with  a  view  to  visiting  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Senate,  White  House,  War  Department,  Treas- 
ury Department  and  other  points  of  interest,  the  same  being  an 
impressive  object  lesson  along  the  line  of  instruction  which  they 
have  hitherto  been  having  as  to  the  form  of  government,  princi- 
ples involved,  etc. 

It  has  been  my  aim  in  making  up  my  report  to  give  you  a  sketch 
from  each  State  from  whom  reports  have  been  received.  There 
are  many  details  connected  with  the  growth  and  development  of 
this  movement  throughout  the  United  States  which  I  am  unable 
to  include  in  the  short  space  allotted  to  me  for  my  report 

I  desire,  however,  to  say  that  after  a  careful  review  of  the  situa- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  the  movement  of  patriotic  training  in  the 
public  schools  proper,  together  with  military  instruction  connected 
with  the  public  schools  outside  of  school  hours,  is  growing  steadily 
and  making  marked  progress  throughout  the  States  generally. 
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The  effect  of  patriotic  training  in  the  public  schools  and  of  mili- 
tary instruction  outside  of  school  hours,  as  above  noted,  is  most 
extraordinary. 

It  has  given  me  pleasure  to  note  in  the  large  schools  of  New 
York  City,  among  which  is  Grammar  School  No.  10  with  3,000 
pupils  made  up  of  all  nationalities,  that  in  the  exercises  which  take 
place  annually  the  children  of  foreign  parents  are  most  loyal  and 
patriotic  in  all  of  their  expressions,  and  the  spirit  which  is  manifest 
in  their  compositions  and  declarations  is  entirely  American. 

There  is  no  more  effectual  means  available  for  education  in  patri- 
otism and  loyalty  than  the  teaching  of  civics  and  the  giving  of 
patriotic  training  in  our  public  school  system  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  in  this  connection  the  school  boys  should  have  organiza- 
tions and  light  drill  at  least  once  per  week  outside  of  school  hours  ; 
and  under  the  present  system  the  military  instruction  would  not 
involve  any  expense  on  the  part  of  the  tax-payer. 

There  are  more  company  organizations  in  the  United  States  with- 
out uniforms  than  there  are  equipped  with  uniforms. 

The  American  Guard  organizati  ns  have  a  tendency  to  obliter- 
ate all  lines  of  demarkation  and  caste.  The  colored  takes  his  place 
beside  the  white  and  the  poor  beside  the  rich,  and  the  strict  disci- 
pline observed  in  these  organizations  is  a  strong  force  to  inculcate  a 
spirit  of  obedience  and  submission  to  authority  and  to  build  up 
self-reliance  and  manhood. 

I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Aides  of  all  the 
Deimrtments  throughout  the  United  States  for  their  interest  and 
for  their  cordial  cooperation  during  the  past  year. 

The  fact  that  all  of  this  work  has  been  accomplished  without 
funds,  except  what  may  be  contributed  voluntarily  from  the  sev- 
eral Aides,  is  indicative  of  the  patriotism  and  unselfishness  of  the 
Aides  of  the  several  Departments  in  charge. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

Yours,  most  obediently, 

HENRY  H.  ADAMS, 

Special  Aide  to  i/ie  C<yiniiuxnderAa-Ghief  in  charge  of  MilUary  InMruc- 
lion  in  Uw  Public  Sclvools  of  the  United  States, 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  appointed  the  following  committees . 

On  Reports  of  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  and  Junior 
Vice-Commander  in-Chief :  John  S.  Kountz  of  Ohio,  John  C. 
Lineham  of  New  Hampshire,  N.  P.  Bowman  of  Vermont. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Surgeon-General :  A.  Raub  of  Kansas, 
Americus  Whedon  of  Kentucky,  W.  N.  Eaton  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  John  Ackley  of  South  Dakota,  J.  M.  Evans  of 
Arizona. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief :  T.  H.  Hagerty  of  Mis- 
souri, Jacob  Emery  of  Washington  and  Alaska,  H.  C.  McWhorter 
of  West  Virginia. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Adjutant-General :  E.  B.  Gray  of  Wis- 
consin, Hubert  O.  Moore  of  Massachusetts,  P.  J.  O'Connor  of 
New  York,  R.  L  Chase  of  Iowa,  James  M.  Steere  of  Texas. 

On  the  Report  of  the  C^uartermaster-Qeneral :  James  A.  Sex- 
ton of  Illinois,  E.  N.  Leavens  of  Minnesota,  Samuel  L.  Miller  of 
Maine,  James  D.  Gage  of  Nebraska,  James  P.  Averill  of  Georgia. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Inspector-General :  John  E,  Oilman  of 
Massachusetts,  Richard  W.  Meade  of  New  York,  D.  M.  Burch- 
field  of  Ohio,  Lewis  M.  Zimmerman  of  Maryland,  J.  Y.  Niles  of 
Kansas. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General :  H.  E.  Tain  tor 
of  Connecticut,  Josiah  Given  of  Iowa,  Wm.  J.  Smith  of  Tennes- 
see, Geo.  W.  Stradley  of  Delaware,  Junius  G.  Sanders  of  Montana. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records :  B.  L.  Carr  of 
Colorado  and  Wyoming,  Daniel  R.  Ballon  of  Rhode  Island,  Nathan 
Bickford  of  Potomac. 

On  Rules,  Regulations  and  Ritual :  Robert  B.  Beath  of 
Pennsylvania,  T.  C.  Masteller  of  California,  Henry  M.  Nevius  of 
New  Jersey,  Thomas  B.  Rodgers  of  Missouri,  Charles  L.  Davidson 
of  Iowa. 

On  Resolutions:  John  Palmer  of  New  York,  Chairman, 
Charles  W.  Buckley  of  Alabama,  A.  J  Sampson  of  Arizona,  G. 
W.  Clark  of  Arkansas,  George  Stone  of  California,  A.  V.  Bohu 
of  Colorado,  Ebenezer  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  Daniel  Ross  of  Del- 
aware, Geo.  R.  Packwood  of  Florida,  Ira  M.  Mallory  of  Georgia. 
J   L.  Fuller  of  Idaho,  William  L.  Distin  of  Illinois,  William  A. 
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Ketchaiu  of  ludiaua,  Robert  W.  Hill  of  lodian  Territory,  J.  K. 
P.  Thompson  of  Iowa,  O.  E.  Morse  of  Kansas,  John  Barr  of  Ken- 
tucky, William  Rodgers  of  Louisiana  aud  Mississippi,  Algernon  S. 
Bangs  of  Maine,  John  E.  Hough  of  Maryland,  Geo.  W.  Creasy  of 
Massachusetts,  Washington  Garduer  of  Michigan,  H.  G.  Hicks  of 
Minnesota,  H.  E.  Robinson  of  Missouri,  T.  C.  Davidson  of  Mon- 
tana, C.  J.  Dilworth  of  Nebraska,  A.  C.  Haines  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, C.  H.  Houghton  of  New  Jersey,  Francis  Downs  of  New 
Mexico,  Matt  H.  Ellis  of  New  York,  M.  B.  Moulton  of  Ohio,  W. 
H.  Baker  of  Oklahoma,  H.  S.  Allen  of  Oregon,  Chill  W.  Hazzard 
of  Pennsylvania,  Charles  P.  Lincoln  of  Potomac,  Samuel  W.  K. 
Allen  of  Rhode  Island,  8.  R.  Drake  of  South  Dakota,  T.  B.  Zeeg- 
ler  of  Tennessee,  M.  W.  Mann  of  Texas,  T.  C.  Iliff  of  Utuh,  O. 
E.  Adams  of  Vermont,  H.  de  B.  Clay  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  Thos.  M.  Young  of  Washington  and  Alaska,  Geo.  J. 
Walker  of  West  Virginia,  M.  Griffin  of  Wisconsin. 

Comrade  Palmer  of  New  York :  Before  taking  a  recess  I 
would  like  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  for  the  city  of  Buffalo  to 
present  its  case  for  the  next  Encampment.  I  ask  that  because  the 
Mayor  of  Buffalo,  who  is  a  comrade  of  this  order,  is  here  to  present 
the  invitation,  and  his  official  duties  will  require  him  to  return. 
It  will  not  take  the  time  of  the  Convention  over  ten  minutes. 

No  objection  being  raised,  Comrade  Smith,  of  Buffalo,  ad- 
dressed the  Encampment  as  follows  : 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades.  I  have  been  advised 
that  I  must  be  brief  and  will,  therefore,  detain  you  but  a  very 
short  time.  You  will,  however,  bear  in  mind  that  when  a  man 
journeys  nine  hundred  miles  to  a  National  Encampment  to  present 
the  claims  of  the  city  that  he  has  lived  in  all  his  life,  it  somewhat 
dampens  his  ardor  to  be  told  in  substance  that  there  is  but  little 
to  be  said  and  that  the  Encampment  is  ready  beforehand  to  believe 
all  he  will  say  in  favor  of  his  particular  city. 

We  come  here  from  a  far  away  state.  We  are  here  endeavoring 
to  represent  the  wishes  of  a  great  factor  in  this  great  sisterhood  of 
states.  We  come  from  away  westward  in  our  state  where  old  Erie 
guards  the  line  of  a  great  and  queenly  commonwealth.  You 
journey  over  her  soil  five  hundred  miles,  which  is  no  insignificant 
distance  even  in  this  great  country  of  magnificent  distances,  and 
you  reach  the  old  oce^n  where  it  washes  the  gateway  of  the  Nation, 
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and  there  is  where  we  live,  our  state,  our  home.  Imperial  New 
York.  We  come  here  to  this  Encampment  to  plead  the  cause  of 
that  state,  believing  you  bear  in  mind  one  important  maxim,  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number.  We  have  in  the  Empire 
State  a  population  of  seven  millions  of  people.  Almost  twenty 
years  have  passed  and  gone  in  the  story  of  the  Nation  since  the 
National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  was  held  within  the 
borders  of  that  state.  New  York  furnished  455,000  of  her  sons 
during  four  years  of  rebellion.  We  believe  that  these  National 
Encampments  should  be  object  lessons  of  patriotism,  and  we  are 
here  to  make  an  appeal,  on  sentiment,  if  you  will,  for  the  Empire 
State,  believing  that  in  that  sentiment  is  embodied  everything 
that  is  glorious  in  the  recorded  stories  of  men  and  nations.  Senti- 
ment under  Divine  Providence  guides  and  controls  this  organiza- 
tion and  guides  and  controls  this  Nation.  It  is  the  idea  of  home, 
the  idea  of  family,  loving  veneration  for  the  past,  pride  in  the 
present,  and  hope,  undimmed  by  cloud  or  seam,  for  the  future  of 
that  flag  which  we  all  love  so  well.  And  that  is  why  we  are  here 
today,  because  on  the  streets  of  St.  Paul,  at  every  turn,  we  are 
asked,  **  Where  are  you  from  ?  "  **  Why,  I  am  from  New  York." 
**8o  am  I.''  "Where  do  you  live  now?"  ***Way  out  on  the 
plains  of  Kansas."  Another  farms  in  Iowa.  A  third  lives  here 
in  Minnesota.  So  that  all  over  the  Great  West  are  thousands  of 
the  sons  of  old  New  York,  and  if  this  Encampment  will  send  forth 
the  decree  that  the  next  roll-call  of  the  National  Encampment  of 
the  Grand  Army  will  be  sounded  in  old  New  York,  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  New  York  boys  all  over  the  great  western  country  will  hail 
the  verdict  with  delight. 

Now,  my  C/omrades,  this  is  a  plea  for  New  York,  but  I  want 
to  say  a  word  for  the  particular  location.  The  last  State  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Department  of  New  York,  by  unanimous  vote,  passed 
a  resolution,  obligating  its  delegated  representatives  to  this  En- 
campment to  bend  every  energy  to  do  all  that  men  could  to  bring 
the  next  National  Encampment  within  the  boundary  lines  of  our 
state,  and  I  want  to  present,  for  your  consideration,  in  a  few  brief 
words,  some  of  the  advantages  that  cluster  around  the  particular  loca- 
tion  that  was  designated  by  that  Encampment  for  the  next  National 
Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army. 
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Away  down  at  the  foot  of  old  Lake  Erie,  where  the  waters 
from  four  vast  inland  seas  flow  on  between  the  historic  banks  of  the 
great  Niagara,  in  all  the  majesty  of  a  beauty  unsurpassed,  in  the 
supreme  pride  and  confidence  of  a  growth  and  development  mar- 
velous even  in  these,  our  days,  stands  Buffalo,  the  fair  Queen  City 
of  ihe  Lakes,  the  pride  of  western  New  York,  easy  of  access,  an  ideal 
location  for  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

Confident,  as  all  Buffalonians  are,  of  our  unquestioned  ability 
to  make  the  National  Encampment  a  success,  we  approach  the  sub- 
ject with  certain  misgivings  in  attempting  to  press  upon  your 
thoughtful  consideration  some  of  the  unexampled  advantages  pos- 
sessed by  Buffalo  for  this  Encampment.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  in 
the  matter  of  transportation  facilities  we  have  been  advised  by  the 
passenger  agents  of  the  trunk  lines  that  Buffalo  will  have,  under  all 
circumstances,  as  low  a  rate  as  any  point  in  the  United  States; 
and  when  the  Traffic  Association  shall  meet  in  November  we  will 
urge  the  cent  a  mile  rate  suggested  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in 
his  address  this  morning.  No  locality  can  claim  more  than  that 
before  this  Encampment.  We  have  twenty-five  distinct  railway 
lines  coming  into  our  city,  eighteen  being  trunk  lines.  In  twenty- 
four  hours  two  hundred  and  fifty  passenger  trains  arrive  and  depart. 
So  in  the  matter  of  transportation  Buffalo  yields  to  none,  but  stands 
square  to  every  wind  that  wafts  the  stranger  to  our  gates.  That  is 
not  all.  We  have  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  of  harbor,  and  there  ply 
to  and  fro  magnificent  steamers,  rivaling  in  strength  and  beauty 
and  equipment  the  famed  greyhounds  of  the  ocean.  The  lake  ports 
of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  even  your  own  Minne- 
sota, are  within  easy  distance. 

In  the  matter  of  accommodating  the  people,  Buffalo  with  her 
365,000  population  will  not  fail  you.  In  addition  to  our  school 
houses  and  other  public  buildings  and  our  hotels,  which  are  pledged 
not  to  exceed  the  usual  rate,  we  have  right  at  our  door  Niagara, 
the  greatest  hotel  center  in  the  United  States.  It  is  less  than  forty 
minutes'  ride  from  the  city  of  Buffalo,  with  four  great  trunk  lines 
of  railroad  connecting  the  two  cities,  not  to  mention  a  rapid  trolley 
line.  So  that  Niagara  is  an  adjunct  to  Buffalo,  and  by  the  ides  of 
next  November  we  will  have  an  electric  power  right  at  our  gates 
which  will  l)e  the  wonder  of  the  century. 
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Iq  behalf  of  our  city,  and  the  people  of  Buffalo,  numbering 
365,000,  in  behalf  of  our  State,  in  behalf  of  our  soldiers,  living 
and  dead,  of  nearly  half  a  million,  an  army  greater  than  the  famed 
Napoleon  led  across  the  plains  of  Europe  to  the  destruction  of 
Moscow,  we  ask  you  to  come  and  see  a  people  as  loyal,  generous 
and  true  to  the  old  flag  and  the  old  soldier  as  any  in  the  five  and 
forty  states  comprising  our  great  sisterhood  to-day.  Come  and 
call  the  roll  of  the  next  Encampment  under  the  sky  of  old  New 
York,  whose  sons  are  scattered  all  over  the  Union.  Remember 
that  twenty  years  have  passed  of  the  story  of  the  Grand  Army 
since  this  Encampment  was  the  guest  of  New  York.  Gome  to  the 
Queen  City  of  the  Lakes  and  you  will  never  regret  it. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Alger:  I  move  that  we  surrender 
at  once  and  vote  for  Buffalo. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  I  think  it  but  fair  to  state  to  this 
P^ncampment  that  we  have  an  invitation  from  the  city  of  Nashville. 
The  Comrades  should  understand  that  they  are  going  to  have  a 
great  Centennial  there  next  year,  and  if  we  go  there  we  will  have 
to  look  out  for  our  own  expensen. 

I  wish  to  say  also  that  these  comrades  who  want  the  Encamp 
ment  at  Buffiilo  should  understand,  in  advance,  that  the  Grand 
Army  is  going  to  insist  upon  a  one-cent  rate.  Last  year  at  Chicago 
when  I  told  the  railroad  men  that  when  they  discriminated  against 
the  men  who  saved  this  country  and  who  were  spending  the  re- 
maining days  of  their  lives  in  trying  to  teach  patriotism  and  loyalty 
to  the  young  people  of  the  land,  so  that  we  should  not  have  an- 
archists trying  to  burn  up  railroad  property,  I  thought  it  very 
bad  taste  on  their  part  to  discriminate  against  them,  and  if  they 
did  not  give  us  the  one  cent  rate  we  would  remove  the  En- 
campment to  some  other  location,  and  if  their  influence  was  so 
great  with  the  other  Passenger  Associations  that  we  could  not  get 
this  one  cent  rate,  then  I  would  call  the  delegates  of  the  National 
Encampment  together,  at  some  convenient  point,  and  we  would 
transact  the  necessary  business  of  the  Encampment  and  wait  until 
the  railroad  companies  came  to  their  senses  before  holding  our 
usual  meeting. 

Let  us  have  everything  understood  in  advance,  and  we  will 
have  no  trouble  afterwards. 
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Comrade  Smith  :  The  passenger  agents  of  the  eighteen  Trunk 
lines  have  advised  us  that  they  will  use  their  best  efforts  to  obtain  for 
the  National  Encampment  a  one-cent  a  mile  rate,  but  for  no  other 
organization : 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Palmer :  We  might  as  well  settle  this 
question,  and  without  any  desire  to  shut  off  any  other  Department, 
I  second  the  motion,  that  the  thirty-first  National  Encampment 
meet  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  with  the  understanding,  as  has  been 
suggested  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  that  if  we  can  not  secure 
the  rates  that  we  feel  we  are  entitled  to,  it  shall  rest  with  the 
Commander  in-Chief  to  go  to  some  other  location 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Adams :  We  have  a  great  deal  of 
talk  about  railroad  rates.  It  is  the  hotel  rates  that  trouble  me 
more  than  anything  else.  For  five  days  I  have  slept  on  a  window- 
screen  with  a  Boston  Herald  spread  over  me.  I  have  got  such  a 
cold  it  is  impossible  to  talk,  but  I  want  to  suggest  to  you  to  take 
little  stock  in  the  assertion  that  the  hotel  rates  will  be  the  same  as 
their  regular  rates,  and  they  will  only  double  the  capacity  of  the 
rooms,  for  when  four  men  have  to  sleep  in  a  bath-room,  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  more  than  doubling  the  capacity. 

Comrade  O'Donnell  of  Illinois:  I  move  that  we  now  take 
a  recess  until  1:30.  That  will  give  this  other  crowd  a  show.  I 
don't  believe  in  snap  judgments. 

Comrade  Palmer :  I  have  no  desire  to  shut  off  anybody,  but 
here  we  are,  and  we  have  this  subject  under  discussion,  and  let  us 
settle  it  now. 

The  motion  of  Comrade  O'Donnell  was  amended  to  provide 
for  a  recess  until  two  o'clock,  and  as  amended  prevailed. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION— 2  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  called  for  further  nominations  for 
location  of  next  Encampment. 

Comrade  H.  S.  Vaughn,  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming:  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army,  an  invitation  to  you 
to  come  to  Denver  with  your  next  annual  Encampment,  from  the 
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Goveruor,  Albert  W.  Mclntyre,  the  Denver  Clearing  House  Asso- 
ciation, the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  city  of  Denver,  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Denver,  the  Colorado  Stock 
p]xchange,  the  Denver  Stock  and  Mining  Exchange,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Colorado  Springs,  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Colo- 
rado Springs,  and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Pueblo,  Colorado. 
I  will  read  but  one  of  these  invitations.  This  is  from  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  at  Colorado  Springs: 

*' Colorado  Springs  takes  pleasure  in  joining  with  Denver  in  a  cordial 
invitation  to  hold  your  convention  in  that  delightful  city.  Its  central 
location,  its  nearness  to  many  of  the  great  si'enic  fields  which  have  made 
(4)lorado  famous,  the  claims  of  its  summer  climate,  and  the  hospital- 
ity of  its  citizens,  of  which  evidence  has  been  given  hundreds  of  times 
during  late  years,  these  combine  to  make  Denver  pre-eminently  a  desirable 
place  in  which  to  hold  the  next  convention.  We  need  not  dwell  upon  the 
facilities  possessed  by  Denver  for  the  entertainment  of  so  large  and  impor- 
tant a  body  of  visitors,  as  these  have  been  fully  set  forth  in  Denver*s  letter  of 
invitation.  We  sincerely  trust  that  you  may  decide  to  come  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains  in  1807,  and  we  further  indulge  the  hope  that  before  you  leave 
the  State  you  will  find  an  opportunity  to  visit  Colormlo  Springs  and  the 
Pike's  Peak  region,  distant  but  seventy-live  miles  from  Denver,  to  enjoy 
the  wonders  of  scenery  to  l)e  found  at  the  foot  of  Pike's  Peak. 
Very  respectfully, 

The  Chambkr  ok  C'ommerck  of  Coix)rai>o  Springs, 

B^i  Its  Serrefanf.*' 

We  have  many  reasons  for  inviting  you  to  come  to  Denver. 
Denver  is  the  gateway  to  the  mountains,  the  (^ueen  City  of  the 
Plains.  It  is  the  center  of  a  network  of  railways  which  will  ac- 
commodate everybody  who  may  desire  to  come  from  every  section 
of  our  country.  Colorado  is  the  Centennial  State.  It  was  a  Ter- 
ritory when  you  and  I  were  wearing  the  blue  in  defense  of  Old 
Glory.  She  had  then  only  about  thirty  thousand  inhabitants,  but 
remember  that  she  gave  nearly  five  thousand,  or  one-sixth,  in  de- 
fense of  our  common  country  and  in  defense  of  our  country's 
flag.  After  the  war  many  of  our  Comrades  drifted  west.  We 
are  credited  in  the  Department  with  something  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  two  thousand,  but  there  are  at  least  two  thou- 
sand others  who  have  never  joined  any  Grand  Array  post. 
This  is  n(>table  from  the  fact  that  in  addition  to  the  seven  posts 
that  we  have  in  the  city  of  Denver,  during  the  last  year  one  post 
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was  organized  with  nearly  a  hundred  members.  And,  when  you 
take  into  consideration  the  membership  there,  and  whether  we  are 
entitled  to  the  Encampment,  let  me  say  that  your  last  annual  re- 
port shows  that  we  have  of  membership  in  the  Grand  Army,  to 
say  nothing  of  an  equal  number  that  have  never  been  connected 
with  any  post,  25  per  cent,  west  of  the  Mississippi  River. 

Now,  as  to  encampments,  we  have  had  only  three  per  cent,  of 
encampments  west  of  the  Mississippi  River.  Of  the  Commanders 
we  have  had  but  two  ptr  con^  Then,  by  right,  Comrades,  we  are 
entitled  to  large  consideration. 

Shortly  after  the  war,  as  I  said,  many  of  our  Comrades  went 
West.  They  stretched,  as  it  were,  their  wand  over  a  thousand 
miles  of  arid  territory,  and  it  has  blossomed  like  the  rose.  You 
know  the  improvement  of  the  West.  Great  cities  have  sprung  up, 
and  of  these  Denver  is  the  greatest.  Over  200,000  inhabitants 
now,  fully  able  to  take  care  of  any  convention  that  teay  come 
there.  You  know  how  we  took  care  of  the  Knights-Templar  con- 
clave in  1892.  Many  of  you  can  bear  personal  testimony  to  that. 
We  have  taken  care  of  dozens  of  other  conventions  in  previous 
and  later  years,  and  to-day  a  body  a  hundred  thousand  strong  has 
gathered  there,  and  at  this  moment  a  chorus  of  five  thousand  is 
charming  the  city  of  Denver  at  Arlington  Park  in  a  great  amphi- 
theater, which  I  verily  believe  is  twice  the  size  of  the  one  in  which 
we  are  now  seated.  There  are  many  other  halls  which  are  entirely 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  any  audience  that  may  come  to  us. 

It  was  thought,  when  we  were  discharged  from  the  war,  we 
would  carry  into  our  private  life  the  lawlessness  and  viciousness  of 
the  worst  of  soldiers.  History  has  recorded  otherwise.  You  can 
not  find,  in  the  West  or  elsewhere,  any  great  achievement  of 
which  it  may  not  be  said,  as  was  said  of  the  soldiers  of  Oliver 
Cromweirs  discharged  army  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II, 
that  whenever  anything  of  importance  had  been  accomplished,  or 
any  one  had  become  famous,  if  you  looked  up  the  record  you 
would  find  it  pointed  to  Oliver  Cromweirs  discharged  soldiers.  In 
all  the  enterprises  of  the  West  the  soldier  has  had  his  part.  It 
was  the  good  fortune  of  an  American  soldier  to  have  his  name  as 
discoverer  aflSxed  to  one  of  the  greatest  monuments  of  nature. 
Seventy-five  miles  south  of  the  city  of  Denver,  plainly  visible 
from  every  point  of  the  city,  stands  Pike's  Peak.     It  remained  for 

12— G.  A.  R. 
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another  of  our  Comrades  to  surmount  it  with  a  railroad.  This  is 
a  fair  specimen  of  what  the  soldiers  have  been  doing  in  the  West. 

Comrades,  if  you  come  to  Denver  you  will  receive  a  soldier*  s 
welcome. 

I  know  you  want  facts  and  not  fancy.  We  have  ascertained 
in  advance,  if  you  will  hold  your  next  convention  in  Denver,  as 
to  what  rates  you  will  get.  We  have  promises  in  advance  from 
the  Western  Traffic  Association  that  you  shall  have  ad  good  a  rate 
as  will  be  given  to  any  Eastern  city.  You  will  fix  that  also  by 
resolution. 

Now,  if  you  come  what  will  you  get  from  a  business  point  of 
view?  Are  you  seeking  investments,  or  to  enter  any  new  enter- 
prise ?  You  can  find  it  there.  We  are  within  seventy-five  miles 
of  Cripple  Creek,  the  greatest  mining  camp  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth,  and  within  a  few  hours'  ride  of  Leadville,  Boulder  County, 
Gilpin,  etc.  Are  you  seeking  health  ?  Do  you  know  that  in  the 
city  of  Denver,  at  the  corner  of  Fifteenth  and  Broadway,  is  a 
stone  which  marks  one  mile  above  sea  level.  If  you  take  a  month's 
vacation  in  the  pure,  light  air  of  Denver  it  will  renew  your  youth. 
Would  you  delight  in  testing  the  finest  fruits  this  earth  produces? 
If  so  come  to  Denver.  You  Comrades  who  are  farmers,  do  you 
know  that  we  have  a  granite  mould  instead  of  a  vegetable  mould, 
and  that  we  can  raise  barley  and  wheat  that  will  easily  get  grade 
No.  1  in  Chicago,  while  you  have  to  take  2  or  8  or  be  driven  from 
the  market? 

There  is  no  other  possession  of  age  so  good  as  memory.  If 
you  will  spend  one  month  in  Colorado  it  will  aiford  you  pleasure 
for  all  your  declining  days. 

In  closing  I  will  read  you  our  printed  invitation  : 

Comrades  :  Come  to  Colorado  with  the  National  P^ncampnient  G.  A.  R. 
in  1897. 

Denver,  the  *'  (^neen  City  of  the  Plains,"  opens  wide  her  gates  and  bids 
you  welcome. 

Onr  mountain  streams  are  threads  of  silver  among  the  ledges  of  gold. 

Our  mountains  are  the  portals  to  the  canons  which  are  the  sanctuaries 
of  the  gods. 

(.V)me  and  pay  tribute  to  Nature  under  the  inHuence  of  their  majesty. 

Come  and  breathe  the  pure  unadulterated  ozone  fresh  from  Nature's 
laboratory  on  our  snow-cappe<l  mountains,  and  renew  your  youth. 
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Come  and  nee  for  yourself  the  w<niderful  resources  of  Colorado  in  min- 
ing, agriculture  and  horticulture. 

Come  and  eat  our  mountain  trout,  our  melons,  our  peaches,  apricots 
and  nectarines. 

There  is  life  and  health  in  every  ray  of  sunshine  and  in  every  breath 
of  pure  mountain  air. 

From  the  home  and  the  throne  of  the  (xolden  Kagle,  "  the  emblem  of 
Freedom,"  from  a  mile  above  sea  level,  we  offer  you  grandeur,  we  offer  you 
enjoyment,,  we  (►ffer  you  life,  and  tender  you  a  *'  wild  and  wo(dly"  Western 
welcome. 

The  Commander-iu-Chief :  Are  there  any  more  applicants  for 
the  next  National  Encampment  ? 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Alger :  I  simply  wish  to  say  that 
when  I  made  the  motion  this  morning  that  we  surrender  to  Buffalo 
immediately,  I  did  so  not  knowing  that  Denver  would  put  in  a 
claim.  It  is  pretty  hard  for  any  man  who  is  fortunate  enough  tf) 
have  two  arms  spared  him,  to  contend  with  these  Comrades  who 
have  come  with  empty  sleeves.  Those  of  us  who  have  had  the 
great  fortune  to  be  Commanders-in-Chief,  and  have  been  enter- 
tained in  Denver,  know  the  right  royal  welcome  we  received  there. 
It  can  not  be  excelled  in  the  world.  There  are  many  other  things 
that  have  not  been  enumerated  by  the  Comrade.  They  have  the  most 
beautiful  women  in  the  world  out  there.  Notwithetanding  all  this, 
in  order  that  we  may  bring  this  matter  to  a  test  now,  and  save 
time,  I  renew  my  motion  that  we  go  to  Buffalo  in  1897. 

Comrade  Distin  of  Illinois :  Illinois  seconds  the  no*mination  of 
Denver.     Vote  for  Denver,  for  its  pure  air  and  lovely  women. 

Comrade  Vaughan  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Comrade 
Alger  by  inserting  Denver  in  place  of  Buffalo,  but  before  the 
Commander-in-Chief  could  put  the  motion  the  Colorado  delegation 
withdrew  the  name  of  Denver,  and  the  motion  to  select  Buffalo 
was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Picket  Posts  was  presented 
by  Comrade  Henry  A.  Castle,  of  Minnesota,  and  on  motion  of 
Comrade  Alexander,  of  Kansas,  was  adopted.  The  report  is  as 
follows  : 
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8t.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  3,  1896. 
To  the  Commander  in- Chief : 

Sir — Your  Committee,  announced  in  General  Order  No.  7, 
April  15,  1896,  to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  organization  of  Picket 
Posts,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

We  find  a  plan  already  in  successful  operation  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Minnesota,  of  which  the  following,  from  a  circular  letter 
of  the  late  Department  Commander,  is  an  outline  : 

*'rpon  a  careful  consideration  of  the  matter,  the  Department  CV>m- 
niander  reeommends  that  the  best  sohition  of  the  i)rohleni  is  the  establish- 
ment of  M*ieket«'  in  connection  with  the  Post«<  wherever  practicable,  and 
sugj^ests  tiiat  the  Posts  divide  their  membership  into  two  cla*is(*s,  to  be  known 
as  'Resident'  and  'Non-Resident'  members.  That  each  Post,  for  itself, 
<lecide  what  members  reside  within  point.s  readily  accessii)le  to  the  Po^t; 
that  is,  reside  near  cnonjjii  to  usually  attend  the  meetings  and  enjoy  the 
privileges  and  advantages  accruing  therefrom.  That  all  resident  members 
pay  full,  regular  dues.  That  those  who  reside  outside  said  limits  be  desig- 
nated as  non-resident  members,  and  that  their  dues  be,  say,  one-half  the 
dues  of  the  resident  members,  or  at  least  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  the  per 
capita  tax  to  the  Department  and  National  organizations. 

"  One  or  m<ue  Pickets  may  be  attached  to  the  same  Post  and  designated 

jis  '  Picket  No.  ,  of  Post  No. ,  Department  of  Minnesota,  (i.  A.  R.' 

Kach  Picket  shall  annually  elect  from  its  own  members  a  Sergeant,  whose 
duty  shall  be  to  preside  at  all  meetings,  collect  Post  dues  and  attend  the 
regular  meetings  of  the  Parent  Post,  or  detail  some  one  from  the  Picket  to 
attend  such  meetings.  Local  meetings  will  be  held  by  the  Pickets  at  such 
limes  as  may  suit  their  convenience  at  the  home  of  one  of  the  Comrades, 
an<l  at  such  meetings  reports  will  be  made  by  the  Sergeant,  or  the  one  del- 
egated to  attend  the  regular  Post  meeting,  so  that  all  will  be  kept  fully  ad- 
vised with  regard  to  what  is  going  on,  both  at  the  Post  and  on  the  Picket 
line.  In  many  cases  the  Senior  or  Junior  Vice-Commander,  Sergeant-Ma- 
jor, (Quartermaster-Sergeant  or  other  officer  of  the  Post  can  fill  the  position 
of  'Sergeant  of  the  I'icket,'  and  in  such  case  will  be  considered  as  on  de- 
tached duty. 

"Should  it  be  desired  to  organize  a  Picket  exclusively  of  Comrades 
not  heretofore  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  Dejiartment  Commander  will, 
upon  recpiest  of  the  Post  Commander,  appoint  a  mustering  officer,  with 
authority  to  proceed  to  some  convenient  place  designated  and  muster  them 
into  the  (irand  .\rmy  of  the  Republic,  an<l  in  every  case  where  it  becomes 
necessary  to  muster  a  recruit  the  Department  Commander  will,  upon  re- 
cpiest, detail  the  St-rgeant  of  the  Picket,  or  some  other  suitable  person,  {u 
:\v\  as  mustering  officer.     All  ai)plications  for  membership  in   the  Picket 
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shall  be  first  approved  by  the  Picket  and  forwarded  to  the  Parent  Post, 
where  the  application  will  take  the  usual  course  as  required  by  the  Rules 
and  Regulations." 

This  plan  seems  very  simple  and  has  already  proved,  in 
practice,  to  be  effective.  In  the  frontier  States,  so  called,  when 
comrades  are  wide-scattered,  the  adoption  of  this  arrangement 
seems  well  calculated  to  increase  and  preserve  the  membership  of 
existing  Posts.  In  all  the  States,  as  Posts  decrease  in  membership, 
the  adoption  of  the  Picket  plan  may  prevent  the  entire  disband- 
ment  of  many  small  Posts,  and  thus  retain  a  large  aggregate  of 
comrades  on  the  rolls,  who  desire  to  remain  in  good  standing,  and 
to  enjoy  at  least  a  portion  of  the  privileges  of  membership. 

As  to  whether  the  adoption  of  this  or  a  similar  plan,  will  re- 
quire an  amendment  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Order, 
we  do  not  feel  competent  to  decide. 

We  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  following  recommenda- 
tions, viz.: 

I.  That  this  Encampment  endorse  the  plan  of  *' Pickets," 
substantially  as  above  set  forth. 

II.  That  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rulew 
and  Regulations  of  this  Encampment  with  instructions  to  prepare 
such  amendment  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  above 
recommendations  and  report  the  same  for  consideration. 

Resi)ectfully  submitted, 

Henry  A.  Castle, 

J.  B    COTTY, 

For  tlie  Committcii, 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Weissert  in  the  chair. 

Comrade  Rassieur  of  Missouri  presented  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Sons  of  Veterans,  which  consist  of  a  majority  report 
and  two  minority  reports,  which  are  as  follows : 

MAJORITY  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SONS  OF  VETERANS. 

Commander- in- Chief  I.  N.    Walker,  and  Comrades  of  the    Thiiileth 

National  ' EncAimjnnent : 

Having  been  appointed  a  Special  Committee,  pursuant  to  the 
action  of  the  Twenty-ninth  National  P]ncampment  (appearing  on 
page  841  of  the  Journal  of  that  Encampment),  we,  the  under- 
signed, a   majority  of  your  Committee,   beg    leave    herewith   to 
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submit  our  report  at  this  early  day,  in  order  that  the  general  con- 
clusions arrived  at  and  the  recommendations  herein  contained  may 
be  thoroughly  considered  by  the  comrades  in  their  respective  Posts 
and  Departments,  and  their  wishes  may  thus  become  known  to 
their  representatives  and  carried  out  at  the  St.  Paul  Encampment. 

The  Order  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  has  been  repeatedly  recog- 
nized by  our  Encampments,  National  and  State,  and  by  our  Com- 
manders, as  the  natural  successor  and  heir  to  all  the  glory  and 
duties  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Thirty-one  years  have  passed  away  since  the  close  of  the  war 
in  which  the  real  and  enduring  history  of  our  organization  was 
acted  and  written  in  deeds  of  self-sacrifice,  loyalty  and  valor.  For 
thirty  years  the  civic  organization  has  existed  to  preserve  and 
strengthen  the  fraternal  feelings  which  bind  the  comrades  together, 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  dead,  to  extend  help  and  protec- 
tion to  the  needy,  and  particularly  to  the  widows  aud  orphans  of 
those  who  have  fallen,  aud  to  maintain  loyalty  aud  discountenance 
treason  and  disorder. 

It  is  but  natural  for  thone  who  have  achieved  so  much  in  the 
past  to  believe  that  their  period  of  usefulness  in  the  doing  of  the 
duties  connected  with  our  civic  organization  is  still  unimpaired. 
But  reflection  upon  the  constantly  increasing  load  of  years  and 
frequently  recurring  infirmities  must  teach  us  that  it  is  high  lime 
to  fully  initiate  our  successors  into  all  the  unwritten  history  of  our 
Order,  if  we  desire  them  to  so  conduct  themselves  as  to  reflect  the 
greatest  credit  upon  their  sires.  In  no  way  can  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans be  more  fully  brought  into  close  relationship  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  than  by  giving  them  access  to  the  Posts  dur- 
ing their  meetings.  It  is  true,  the  comrades  have  now  the  right  to 
attend  meetings  of  the  Camps  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans ;  but  the  old 
rarely  follow  the  }  oung,  and  hence  the  privilege  is  not  used  as  much 
as  it  should  be.  The  extending  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  the  right 
to  be  present  at  the  meetings  of  their  fathers  would  be  looked  upon 
as  an  inestimable  boon  by  many  of  the  Sons  and  would  result  in 
great  good  to  both  organizations.  No  harm  could  possibly  come  to 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  by  such  a  companionship.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  business  transacted  at  the  meetings  of  our  Posts 
which  any  comrade  wouhl  want  to  withhold  from  the  knowledge  of 
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one  who  has  the  years  and  ([ualifications  entitling  him  to  member- 
ship in  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  The  presence  of  our  sons  at  our  Post 
meetings  would  lend  an  additional  inducement  for  attendance 
thereat,  and  thus  measurably  aid  in  guarding  us  against  the  dis- 
organizing and  growing  influence  of  indifference,  which  is  in  the 
main  accountable  for  our  large  suspended  list.  A  new  stimulus 
would  be  given  to  the  organization  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  which 
would  probably  increase  its  membership  and  in  a  few  years  make 
its  ranks  appear  amply  strong  to  light  the  battles  of  our  Order, 
when  our  numbers  have  dwindled  to  smaller  proportions,  as  must 
in  the  very  nature  of  things  occur  at  no  very  distant  day. 

Hence,  believing  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  in  line  with  the  objects  to  be  accom- 
plished thereby,  we  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  to  wit : 

Amend  Article  5,  Chapter  II,  by  adding  the  following  section 
thereto,  to  wit : 

Section  5.  Members  of  the  organization  known  as  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  may  be  permitted  to  attend  the  meetings  of  any  Post, 
providing  each  applicant  presents  a  card  from  his  Cam})  issued  not 
more  than  six  months  prior  thereto  and  signed  by  the  Captain  and 
First  Sergeant  thereof,  showing  that  he  is  a  member  in  good  stand- 
ing in  such  Camp,  and  provided  that  such  applicant  be  first 
obligated  by  the  Acting  Post  Commander  not  to  divulge  any  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Post  without  permission  first  obtained  therefrom. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Leo  Rassieur, 
I.  F.  Mack, 
W.  N.  Eaton. 


MINORITY   REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE   ON    SONS   OF   VETERANS. 

Commander  in-Chief  I.   N,    Walker  and  Comrades  of   tlie    Thirtieth 
National  Encampment: 

Having  been  appointed  a  member  of  a  Special  Committee  pur- 
suant to  the  action  of  the  Twenty-ninth  National  Encampment 
(appearing  on  page  341  of  the  Journal  of  that  Encampment),  I 
beg  leave  herewith  to  submit  a  minority  report : 
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Believing  that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  should  ai<l 
and  encourage  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  their  efforts  to  sustain  their 
organization  and  to  make  it  a  success,  still  the  time  has  not  yet  ar 
rived  and  it  is  not  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Grand  Array  of  the 
Republic  at  this  time  to  recommend  a  union,  in  any  way,  of  tKe 
two  orders.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  8.  White. 

minority  report  of  committee  on  80ns  of  veterans. 

I.  N.  Walker, 

Commanderin  Chi^,  G.  A.  li. : 

8iR  AND  Comrade — A  minority  of  your  Committee  on  Sons  of 
Veterans,  appointed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  29th  National  Encampment,  respectfully  submits: 

There  can  be  no  successors  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. When  the  last  Post  meeting  is  closed  the  Order  must  be  for- 
ever extinct.  No  men,  not  oven  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  should  the 
attempt  be  made,  can  hope  properly  to  perpetuate  the  Order  by 
simulating  Grand  Army  meetings. 

I  see  no  harm,  however,  that  can  come  to  the  G.  A.  R.  by 
permitting  the  Sons  of  Veterans  to  meet  with  the  Posts  under  proper 
restrictions,  and  therefore  recommend  the  following  additions  to 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  Order.  Amend  Article  V,  Chapter  II, 
by  adding  : 

Section  5.  Members  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  may  be  per- 
mitted to  attend  the  meetings  of  Grand  Army  Posts,  providing 
they  present  a  card  from  their  Camp  issued  not  more  than  six 
months  prior  thereto,  properly  signed,  showing  them  to  be  members 
in  good  standing  in  their  Camp,  and  provided  they  shall  first  be 
obligated  by  the  P.  C.  not  to  divulge  any  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Post  without  having  obtained  permission  therefrom. 

Section  6.  Such  visiting  members  shall  have  no  vote  in  the 
Post,  except  on  matters  relating  to  finance  and  public  ceremo- 
nials. Respectfully, 

W.  H.  Upham. 

It  was  moved  that  the  whole  subject  matter  of  the  reports  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  A  division  being  had,  the  ayes  were  220  and 
the  nays  257. 
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Comrade  Townsend  of  Ohio :  I  move  that  the  matter  of  the 
cousideratioD  of  this  proposition  be  postponed  until  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions  is  heard.  There  is  another  proposi- 
tion on  this  subject  that  has  been  digested  with  great  care,  has  been 
adopted  and  confirmed,  as  the  sentiment  of  the  Department  of 
Ohio  twice,  has  been  approved  of  by  the  Camp  of  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, and  therefore  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  that  should  go 
before  the  Encampment.  I  know  it  is  a  vital  question  in  the  De- 
partment of  Ohio,  and  a  vital  question  with  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
in  that  State.  We  can  not  perpetuate  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  as  a  living  entity,  but  we  can  perpetuate  its  spirit  for  un- 
told ages  in  the  Republic.  We  can  have  no  heirs.  Our  title  is  too 
high  for  an  heirship.  It  is  a  right  that  arises  out  of  services 
rendered  the  Republic,  which  resulted  in  its  salvation  and  which 
can  endure  only  so  long  as  we  live,  because  of  the  cardinal  doctrines 
upon  which  it  rests.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  compose  the  natural 
vehicle  that  must  carry  down  to  posterity  the  expressions  of  the 
Grand  Array  of  the  Republic. 

Comrade  Goodale  of  Massachusetts:  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  If  this  matter  is  to  be  deferred  until  we  hear  the  report  ot 
the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  where  is  the  propriety  of  discussing 
it  now  ? 

Comrade  Townsend  :  Shall  it  be  deferred  is  the  question.  I 
will  be  through  in  half  a  minute. 

The  Chairman  ruled  the  point  of  order  well  taken. 

Comrade  Rassieur  of  Missouri:  1  desire  to  state  what  I 
wished  to  a  few  minutes  ago.  In  order  that  this  may  be  done  in- 
telligently, and  done  in  such  a  way  as  to  reflect  credit  upon  this 
organization. 

The  point  of  order  was  renewed  and  was  sustained,  and  the 
motion  to  postpone  prevailed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  resumed  the  chair. 

Comrade  Ell  Torrance  presented  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  a  monument  to  the  loyal  women  of  the  war,  which,  on  motion 
of  Comrade  Graham,  of  New  York,  was  adopted.    It  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  of  tJie 

Grand  Anny  of  the  Republic: 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Twenty-ninth  National  Encampment,  relative  to  the  erection 
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of  a  moiiument  commemorative  of  the  *' Devotion  and  Heroic 
Deeds  of  the  Women  of  the  War  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,"  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  careful  consideration,  and 
find  that  since  the  founding  of  the  Republic,  monuments  have  been 
erected  by  the  Government  and  by  the  people,  to  perpetuate  the 
memory,  not  only  of  distinguished  leaders.  Civil  and  Military,  but 
of  the  private  soldier  who  fought  to  establish,  defend  and  preserve 
the  Nation ;  that  fields  of  sanguinary  strife  and  valorous  deeds 
have  been  set  apart,  dedicated  and  consecrated  to  remain  forever 
sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  brave  men  who  struggled  and  died  there ; 
that  the  cemeteries,  where  rest  the  ashes  of  our  patriotic  dead,  are 
carefully  guarded  and  tenderly  kept  by  the  National  Government ; 
that  in  all  these,  we,  the  survivors  of  our  Nation's  greatest  war, 
gratefully  recognize  that  neither  Government  nor  people  are  un- 
mindful or  unappreciative  of  the  heroic  deeds  and  loyal  devotion 
of  the  American  Soldiery  rendered  in  behalf  of  Constitutional 
Government. 

Your  Committee  further  finds,  that  to  the  mothers,  who  en- 
dured the  pains  of  travail  in  the  birth-hour  of  their  soldier-sons, 
who,  at  the  knee  and  around  the  fire-side,  taught  their  boys  the 
lessons  of  patriotism,  who,  with  aching  hearts,  bade  them,  as 
youthful  patriots,  defend,  and,  if  necessary,  die,  that  the  Nation 
might  live;  to  the  mothers,  sisters,  wives,  daughters  and  sweet- 
hearts who  suffered  unutterable  agonies  in  the  wrathful  days  of  war, 
to  the  women  whose  zeal,  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  soldier  and  to 
their  Country's  Flag  faltered  not,  whose  ministrations  in  field  and 
hospital  were  limited  only  by  their  ability  and  opportunity,  no  visi- 
ble memorial  has  as  yet  been  reared. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend : 

First.  That  the  Grand  Array  of  the  Republic,  in  Encamp- 
ment assembled,  re-affirms  its  approval  of  the  erection,  at  the 
National  Capitol,  of  a  suitable  and  worthy  monument  to  the  patri- 
otic women  of  the  Union. 

Second.  That  such  monument  .shall  be  designed  not  only  to 
teach  and  emphasize  the  devotion  and  sacrifice  of  womanhood  to 
the  cause  of  self-government  from  the  founding  of  the  Republic, 
but  shall  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  future  generations  of  American 
women  to  cherish,  defend  and  preserve,  by  all  the  power  of  their 
influence,  the  sacred  heritage. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND   ARMY   OF   THE   REPUBUC.  187 

Third.  That  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  be  memoralized 
to  appropriate  the  necessary  funds  with  which  to  erect  such  monu- 
ment. 

Fourth.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  by  the  in- 
coming Commander-in-Chief,  who  shall  represent  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  in  this  work,  and  who  shall  invite  other  patriotic 
organizations  to  appoint  like  committees  to  co-operate  in  bringing 
about  a  speedy  accomplishment  of  this  most  worthy  object. 

Ell  Torrance, 
Washington  Gardner. 

A  committee  from  the  convention  of  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Wallace,  Mrs.  Hitt  and  Mrs.  Young, 
was  escorted  to  the  platform  by  Comrades  Adams,  Lawler  and  Rea, 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  introduced  to  the  Encampment. 

Mrs.  Wallace  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows : 

Comrades:  To  me  has  been  accorded  the  high  honor  of  bring- 
ing to  you  the  annual  report  from  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  I 
do  not  intend  to  read  it  in  detail  as  you  will  see  it  probably  in  your 
Journal.  Three  items  only  will  I  read.  It  has  been  compiled  since 
the  beginning  of  the  organization,  twelve  years  ago,  by  depart- 
ments. The  total  amount  of  money  turned  over  to  posts  during 
the  twelve  years  is  $324,49(>.15.  Expended  in  relief,  $621,669.25. 
The  total  amount  expended  in  behalf  of  the  Grand  Army  and  its 
dependent  ones  in  the  last  twelve  years  has  been  $1,371,832.63. 

Comrades,  those  are  dollars  and  cents.  Could  I  dig  deep  in 
the  mind  or  thought  and  bring  forth  its  choicest  gems  in  words,  and 
polish  them  with  the  love  and  veneration  we  hold  for  you,  they 
would  still  be  meaningless  and  lusterless  beside  what  we  would  say. 
I  stand  before  you  with  the  button  of  my  soldier  husband's  wed- 
ding coat.  I  followed  him  to  the  front,  and,  comrades,  I  am  one 
with  you,  and  I  feel  to-day  the  highest  honor  that  has  ever  been 
conferred  upon  me  is  to  be  selected  to  bring  to  you  the  greetings  of 
140,000  loyal  women  working  in  your  behalf.  We  bear  upon  our 
delegate's  badge  the  face  of  your  Commander-in-Chief,  our  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  not  to  detain  you,  we  pledge  you  anew  not 
only  our  services,  but  the  services  of  our  sons  and  our  daughters, 
and  so  long  as  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  shall  hold  its  banner  side 
by  side  with  that  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  you  may 
know  that  aside  from  what  we  are  doing  for  you,  we  are  teaching 
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patriotism  to  the  coming  generation.  And  so,  bring  to  you  this 
report  of  what  is  so  small  compared  to  your  merits ;  we  bring  to 
you  the  greetbgs  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  say  God  bless 
you  one  and  all. 

Mrs.  Hitt :  Comrades,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  greet  you. 
When  a  year  ago  the  National  Encampment  gave  to  Indiana  its 
highest  gift,  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Woman's  Re- 
lief Corps  felt  that  it  had  been  honored.  Your  Commander-in- 
Chief  was  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Department  of  Indiana 
when  I  had  the  honor  to  preside  over  the  convention  of  the  Relief 
Corps  of  the  Department.  He  stood  by  me  faithfully  and  well, 
and  at  a  time  when  I  needed  more  than  ordinary  support.  I  will 
not  take  your  time  but  will  close  by  thanking  you  for  the  privilege 
of  saying  this  much. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  called  upon  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Adams  to  express  the  sentiments  of  the  Encampment  to  the 
ladies. 

Comrade  Adams  said :  Nothing  gives  me  greater  pleasure 
than  to  express  the  love  and  the  gratitude  that  the  Comrades  of 
the  Grand  Army  feel  towards  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  The 
boys  know  I  am  always  enthusiastic  for  that  organization  because 
they  were  born  in  Massachusetts  under  my  administration,  away 
back  in  1879. 

Now  I  want  the  boys  to  see  Aunt  Betty  Young.  She  says 
she  can  not  talk.  She  was  for  three  years  and  a  half  one  of  the 
angels  that  came  down  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  bound  up 
our  wounds  and  took  care  of  us  and  gave  us  a  mother's  blessing  as 
we  lay  in  pain.  I  can  tell  you  that  we,  the  boys  of  the  Grand 
Army,  never  forget  the  old  army  nurses,  and  we  love  you  to-day 
just  as  well  as  ever.     Now  just  give  us  a  word. 

Mrs.  Young :  Boys,  I  never  was  so  proud  of  you  in  my  life 
as  I  was  yesterday  when  you  traveled  through  the  streets  of  St. 
Paul.  You  never  looked  so  well,  and  you  never  did  so  well  in 
your  lives  before,  I  believe. 

Comrade  Adams :  There  is  nothing  like  the  inspiration  of  a 
Grand  Army  gathering  to  make  any  one  talk.  I  am  not  going  to 
take  the  time  of  the  Encampment.  The  Relief  Corps  understands 
that  the  Grand  Army  appreciates  everything  it  is  doing,  and  we 
can  only  say,  go  on,  and  God  will  bless  you  in  your  noble  work  of 
charity. 
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Tabulated  report  of  expenditures  for  relief  as  reported  by  De- 
partments, Provisional  Departments  and  Detached  Corps  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, from  its  organization  July  25,  1883 : 


Kxpended     Turned  Over 
in  Relief.         to  Posts. 


Estimated 
Relief  Other 
than  Monev. 


Totals. 


California  and  Nev. 
('olorado  and  Wyo 

(^)nneetieut 

Dakota 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana  

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

IxMiisiana  and  Miss. 

Maine 

Maryland 

Ma.ssachn  setts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire. . . 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Oklahoma 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac  . . ! 

Rhode  Island 

South  Dakota 

Tennes.see 

Texas 

Vermont •. . 

Wash,  and  Alaska. 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Provincial  Dept . . . 
I)etathed  Oorps  . . . 


$.V2,304  28 

14,174  15 

15,-205  ;J2 

1,439  54 

170  35 

;J9,005  S() 

•  21»,0i>3  51 

37,817  78 

35,264  72 

3,918  89 

1,887  11 

4,191  04 

2,373  7o 

80,714  73 

2(),8(l5  7t) 

11.995  92 

loJJ.'M  35 

575  81 

12,42()  47 

15,u<)8  i:; 

'  3,279  32 

306  92 

30,714  52 

753  (;o 

85,557  60 

4,421  (;o 

312  63 

27,248  80 

3,177  94 

2,188  58 

2,499  29 

304  59 

683  76 

6,528  23 

8,004  76 

427  25 

30,480  02 

922  23 

14,780  14 


$10,272  63 

4,315  4() 

(),706  4(» 

1,085  95 

.3.37  35 

13,689  05 

10,801  87 

12,920  89 

19,516  17 

902  49 

279  20 

3,710  62 

1,806  45 

71,029  84 

19,104  56 

9,845  21 

2,164  89 

570  34 

8,932  68 

7,244  (M 

7,105  03 

148  07 

17,224  5:5 

413  53 

30,925  06 

2,201  15 

201  86 

34,374  41 

95  00 

3,707  51 

1,484  04 

39  50 

199  41 

5,2.35  16 

3.452  45 

441  48 

8,37(5  24 

38()  95 

3,048  02 


Total $621,669  25  , 


.SI  3,937 

07 

1«',271 

88 

6,454 

31 

33 

35 

24,9mJ 

90 

17,538  34 

23,074  43 

14,632 

79 

801 

81 

669 

15 

3,607 

28 

1,761 

39 

17,193  20  1 

20,675 

20 

10,916 

88 

8,569 

4.3 

371 

05 

15,134  67  1 

l,iXS6 

94 

705 

18 

19,1.37 

59 

484 

40 

28,228  40  1 

3,397 

95 

389 

60 

14,881 

36 

3,8.V) 

18 

1,993 

51 

3,926  38 

()  00 

210 

55 

5,490  nry 

3,510  41 

249 

20 

21,080  74  1 

177  90 
2,790  94 


.'^76,51 3  98 
28,761  48 
28,366  09 

2,525  49 
541  05 
77,601  81 
57,433  72 
73,813  10 
69,413  {>H 

6,623  19 

2,835  46 
11,418  94 

5,941   59 

168,937  77 

66,585  52 

31,858  01 

26,3()S  67 

1,517  20 
36,493  82 
24,299  72 
11,089  53 
454  99 
67,276  64 

1,651   .-)3 

144,711  0() 

10,017  70 

904  09 

76,504  57 

7,123  12 

7.889  60 

7,909  71 
350  09 

1,093  72 
17,254  24 
14,967  62 

1,117  93 
59,937  00 

1,487  08 
20,619  10 


?324,496  15    $.30:J,049  21    .*?1, 249,214  61 
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Total  expended  in  relief $()21,669  25 

Total  turned  over  to  Posts 324,496  15 

Estimated  relief  other  than  money 303,049  21 

Grand  total $1,249,214  (U 

Amount  brought  forward $1,249,214  01 

Amount  expended  for  Memorial  Day 79,707  ]«S 

Amount  expended  at  National  \V.  K.  i\  Home,  Madison,  ( ). .  32,164  31 

Amount  expended  for  army  nurses ! . .  3,426  oO 

Amount  expended  for  Memorial  Day  in  tlie  South 2,78")  (>7 

Special  relief 450  00 

Amount  expended  in  pension  work  for  army  nurses 1,4()S  61 

Expended  by  Pennsylvania  for  Memorial  Home 2,615  75 

Total $1,371,832  63 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  antl  L.. 

Ijzabkth  a.  Turner, 

At  this  poiot  General  Sickles  entered  the  Encampment  and 
was  invited  to  the  platform  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Being  called  upon.  General  Sickles  addresBed  the  Encampment 
as  follows : 

With  the  permission  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  I  may  say 
just  a  word.  It  is  a  privilege,  a  pleasure  and  an  honor  to  stand  in 
the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  the  Grand  Army.  I  can  not 
keep  silent  at  such  a  moment.  I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  your 
kind  welcome.  I  came  in  only  to  see  you,  and  I  have  no  pre- 
meditated words  to  utter.  Your  salutation  took  me  off  my  one  foot 
and  filled  my  heart  with  pride  and  joy.  I  love  you  all.  Your 
friends  are  my  friends,  your  enemies  are  my  enemies. 

The  Committee  on  the  Union  of  Woman  Societies,  through  Past 
Commander  in-Chief  Adams,  presented  the  following  report,  which 
on  motion  of  Comrade  McElroy,  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac, 
was  adopted : 

Ivan  N.  Walker,   Commander-in  Chief, 

Grand  Arm]i  of  the  Repyhlic,  Indianjapolis,  Ind : 

Commander : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  con- 
solidation of  the  various  women's  organizations  connected  in  any 
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way  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  has  given  the  matter 
careful  thought  and  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

We  find  that  in  1881  the  National  Encampment  unanimously 
passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Re^olvedy  That  we  approve  of  the  project  of  organizing  a  National 
Woman's  Relief  Cori)8. 

Resoltrdj  That  such  Woman's  Relief  Corps  may  nne,  under  such  title, 
the  words  "Auxiliary  to  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic." 

But  measures  were  not  taken  to  put  it  into  effect  until  1883, 
and  since  that  time  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  recog- 
nized no  other  organization.  The  matter  was  thoroughly  discussed 
at  the  Denver  Encampment,  and  the  question  of  whether  loyal 
women  should  be  admitted  to  membership  in  the  W.  R.  0.  was  left 
open  by  them  for  a  year,  then  settled  in  the  affirmative  by  a  large 
majority.  Your  Committee  realize  that  at  times  it  is  very  embar- 
rassing for  the  Commander-in-Chief,  also  for  Departments  and  local 
Posts  of  the  Grand  Army,  to  have  two  or  more  organizations  work- 
ing on  the  same  line,  and  feel  that  we  express  the  sentiments  of  all 
that  they  should  be  consolidated. 

We  heartily  concur  in  the  statement  of  Commander  Lawler, 
in  his  address  to  the  Twenty-ninth  National  Encampment,  in  which 
he  says : 

**  I  believe  that  if  there  were  fewer  organizations  and  all  working  along 
the  same  line  there  would  be  better  results  and  more  accomplished  for  the 
veterans  of  the  war.  In  unity  there  is  strength.  I  believe,  judging  from 
what  I  have  seen,  that  there  ought  to  be  but  one  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  organ- 
ization (and  that  the  (irand  Army),  one  woman's  organization  and  the  S<ms 
of  Veterans,  these  three  all  working  together  will  accomplish  more  than  we 
can  if  we  s<*atter  into  so  many  different  orders." 

Acting  in  sympathy  with  the  above,  while  we  do  not  desire  to 
compel,  we  strongly  urge  that  all  should  come  under  the  banner  of 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public and  their  faithful  auxiliary  move  forward  in  their  great 
charitable  work  for  the  relief  of  our  suffering  comrades  and  those 
dependent  upon  them. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  G.  B.  Adams,  Chairman. 
A.  G.  Weissert, 
Thomas  (J.  Lawler, 
Matt.  H.   Ellis, 

Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  STAFF. 

Irvin  Robbins, 

Adjutant' General  Grand  Amiy  of  iJie  Republie: 

Dear  Sir  and  Comrade — As  Chief  of  Staff  it  becomes  my 
pleasure  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  the  following  report : 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  Special  Order  No.  4,  in  February 
last,  announcing  my  appointment  as  Chief  of  Staff,  I  at  once  en- 
tered upon  my  duties.  By  a  circular  letter,  issued  March  2,  a 
copy  thereof  hereto  attached,  I  addressed  the  Aides-de-Camp  on 
the  National  Staff,  and  urged  prompt  and  active  service  in  the  vis- 
itation of  posts  in  their  immediate  localities,  the  reclamation  of 
dropped  and  suspended  members,  the  dissemination  of  patriotism 
in  our  public  schools,  churches  and  societies,  and  a  renewal  of  in- 
terest in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  Six  months — the  winter  season,  when  the 
comrades  devote  much  time  to  G.  A.  R.  matters — had  passed,  the 
best  portion  of  the  year  in  which  to  accomplish  so  great  an  under- 
taking, yet  the  comrades  responded  promptly,  and  many  have  per- 
formed most  efficient  service.  From  April  1st  to  August  1st 
ninety-one  Aides  in  twenty  ^ve  Departments  visited  officially  as 
members  of  the  National  Staff  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  posts. 
Of  these  posts  a  great  number  bad  never  before  been  visited  by  a 
representative  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  in  every  instance 
the  comrades  were  enthusiastic  in  their  greetings  and  generous  in 
their  hospitality. 

Many  comrades  who  have  made  no  detailed  report  devoted 
much  time  to  the  duty  in  their  respective  localities. 

The  Department  of  Rhode  Island,  by  the  organization  of  a 
National  Staff  Association  and  by  prompt  and  loyal  attention  and 
energetic  work  of  every  National  Aide-de-Camp  in  the  Depart- 
ment, made  a  most  creditable  and  commendable  record. 

Every  post  in  the  department  was  officially  visited,  and  full 
and  complete  reports  thereof  made  to  the  Chief-of  Staff. 

Comrades  in  several  departments  performed  special  meritori- 
ous services,  followed  so  closely  by  others  that  personal  mention 
can  not  well  be  made.  This  is  the  first  year  in  the  history  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  that  the  National  Aides-de-Camp, 
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by  BTStematic  organization  and  cooperation,  have  attempted  to  per- 
form any  of  the  duties  supposed  to  be  legated  with  the  commission 
giyen  them  by  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  result  therefrom  to 
future  administrations  can  not  be  overestimated  or  too  highly  ap- 
preciated. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  a  system  of  National  Staff 
Associations  in  every  department  be  inaugurated,  and  that  from 
the  National  Staff  a  Senior  Aide-de-Camp  be  selected  for  each  de- 
partment, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  form  the  association  under  the 
direction  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  and  be  held  accountable  to  him  for 
efficient  and  effective  work  in  their  respective  departments. 

To  the  National  Aides-de-Camp  I  extend  my  sincere  thanks 
for  the  uniform  courtesy  and  respect  shown  me,  and  for  the  in- 
terest, zeal  and  enthusiastic  assistance  rendered  in  the  fraternal 
work  delegated  to  myself  and  them  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

In  closing  this  necessarily  brief  report  I  desire  to  convey  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  my  appreciation  and  fraternal  gratitude 
for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  my  appointment  as  his  Chief 
of  Staff,  and  to  thank  him,  as  well  as  yourself,  for  the  uniform 
courtesy  extended  to  me  in  our  official  intercourse.  If  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  my  position  I  have  merited  approval,  my 
reward  is  in  the  assurance  of  some  good  accomplished  for  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Bepublic. 

Very  truly  yours,  in  P.,  C.  and  L., 

Henry  S.  Dietrich, 

Chirf  of  Staf. 

Headquartebs  Grand  Amcy  op  the  Republic, 
Office  of  the  Chiep  op  Staff, 

Chicago,  III.,  March  2,  1896. 

To  the  Aides  de-Campy 

On  the  Staffs  of  the  Comrnander-inrChief : 
Comrades: 
Having  been  appointed  by  I.  N.  Walker,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  as  Chief  of  Staff,  I  respect- 
fully invite  your  attention  to  Paragraph  H,  General  Orders  No.  6, 
which  is  herewith  inclosed. 

It  becomes  my  province  to  outline  such  duties  as  can  be  per- 
formed within  the  limited  time  remaining  before  the  next  National 

13-G.  A.  R. 
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EncampmeDt.  You  are  requested  to  procure  through  your  Quar- 
termaster the  badge  of  your  office,  and  to  visit  at  once  as  many 
Posts  in  your  immediate  vicinity  as  possible.  Notify  the  Post 
Commander  that  as  Aidede Camp  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  you  will  visit  his  Post  and  request  him  to  have  a  full  at- 
tendance of  its  members.  Urge  the  Posts  to  reinstate  all  worthy 
and  deserving  comrades  now  on  the  suspended  lists,  and  interest 
them  in  the  patriotic  and  fraternal  work  of  the  Order.  Special 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  Posts  found  to  be  weak  and  dis- 
couraged, and  prompt  means  taken  to  infuse  new  life  and  energy 
into  the  officers  and  members.  Speak  words  of  encouragement  and 
good  cheer  wherever  you  go.  Urge  greater  sociability  in  the  Post 
room  and  interest  the  comrades  in  the  work  of  disseminating  patri- 
otism in  our  public  schools,  churches  and  societies.  See  that 
memorial  services  are  held  in  honor  of  our  Nation's  dead.  Keep 
a  record  of  the  Posts  you  visit  and  make  your  report  to  me  in 
writing,  giving  an  account  of  the  Posts  visited,  their  condition  and 
prospects  and  such  other  information  as  may  be  necessary  to  show 
the  actual  standing  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  your 
vicinity.  In  cities  and  villages  where  there  are  two  or  more  Aides, 
a  conference  should  be  held  and  the  work  so  divided  as  to  expedite 
and  secure  the  best  possible  results.  All  reports  to  me  should  be 
made  as  early  as  August  1st,  so  that  I  may  make  my  report  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  at  the  Encampment  Arrange,  if  possible,  to 
attend  the  National  Encampment  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  in  Septem- 
ber next,  prepared  to  take  part  in  the  annual  parade  in  keeping 
with  the  position  with  which  you  have  been  honored. 

Let  us,  by  our  individual  efforts  and  the  results  of  our  labors, 
demonstrate  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  that  we  not  only  appre- 
ciate the  honor  conferred  upon  us,  but  that  we  are  as  willing  to  do 
service  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Bepublic  as  we  were  in  1861-65 
to  do  battle  for  the  Union  and  the  Flag. 

Trusting  that  you  will  be  prompt  in  your  compliance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Commander  in-Chief,  as  herein  expressed, 
I  am  very  truly  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

H.  S.  Dietrich, 

Chief  of  Staf. 
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The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Surgeon-General  reported 
that  they  had  carefully  examined  the  same,  commended  the  work 
of  that  officer,  and  recommended  an  adoption  of  the  report. 

Comrade  Rents  of  New  Jersey  moved  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  be  adopted. 

Comrade  Goodale  of  Massachusetts :  I  am  informed  that  this 
will  involve  a  large  expenditure  of  money,  and  I  move  that  the 
recommendations  be  not  adopted. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  I  suggest  that  this  report  be  re- 
committed, and  the  Committee  examine  into  the  question  of  expen- 
diture. If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  be  re-committed  for  that 
purpose. 

The  report  was  re-committed,  and  further  action  was  over- 
looked. 

A  committee  of  the  Ladies  of  the  6.  A.  R.,  composed  of  Mrs. 
Hubbard,  Mrs.  Patrick  and  Mrs.  Gilmore,  was  introduced,  and 
Mrs.  Hubbard  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows : 

Qmvmander-in'Chi^  and  Comrades : 

Twice  before  it  has  been  my  proud  privilege  to  be  one  of  our 
number  to  come  before  this  gathering  of  comrades  who  stand  now, 
as  ever,  the  conservators  of  the  Nation's  honor,  bearing  to  you  the 
greetings  and  Godspeed  of  your  very  own. 

To  one  skilled  in  the  silver  beauty  of  oratory  it  might  be  an 
easy  task  to  grow  eloquent  over  great  deeds  of  mighty  prowess 
done  in  the  days  of  ancient  chivalry,  but  before  such  a  task  as  has 
been  assigned  me  one  stands  with  dumb  lips  and  swelling  heart, 
whQe  all  the  tide  of  memory  comes  sweeping  back,  and  once  more 
we  seem  to  be  face  to  face  with  all  the  horrors  of  war.  The  call 
went  forth  for  men  of  brain  and  brawn  to  rally  to  the  defense  of 
all  that  was  included  in  the  highest  and  broadest  conception  of 
home,  and  most  nobly  did  you  respond.  From  the  rock-bound 
coast  of  New  England  and  the  far-off  western  slopes,  from  all  the 
heart  of  the  &ir  land  you  loved  you  came,  the  gallant  defenders  of 
our  altars  and  our  fires,  and  patriotism  was  abroad  in  the  land,  and 
through  all  those  dreadful  days  of  carnage  its  fires  never  burned 
low ;  and  at  last  came  the  great  final  victory,  and  once  more  we 
were  a  united  country,  but  at  what  a  fearful  cost  I    A  nation  in 
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mouFDing !  Everywhere  mothers  with  streaming  eyes  and  bleed- 
ing hearts,  and  in  the  far-off  sunny  southland  unnumbered  name- 
less graves  where  so  many  of  our  bravest  and  best  lie  sleeping,  each 
in  his  windowless  palace  of  rest. 

Through  your  brave  service,  peace,  white-robed  and  olive- 
crowned,  smiles  on  all  our  fair  land  to-day.  But  we,  to  whom 
your  honor  and  fame  are  so  dear,  can  never  forget  the  price  of  that 
peace,  and  our  articles  of  faith  are  that  the  dividing  line  between 
loyalty  and  treason  can  never  be  kept  too  clear  and  plain  in  the 
minds  of  the  rising  generation. 

While  there  must  be  justice  without  malice,  and  **  charity  for 
all,"  there  must  also  be  no  maudlin  sentiment  of  reunions  of  the  Blue 
and  the  Gray,  no  marching  side  by  side,  and  no  place  under  the 
blue  skies  for  the  rebel  ray  of  treason. 

*'From  the  great,  illustrious  actions  are  a  debt  to  fame;  no 
middle  path  remains  for  them  to  tread,  whom  she  has  once  en- 
nobled f  and  in  these  days  when  strange  heresies  are  abroad  in  the 
land,  the  steady  marching  column  of  the  Boys  who  wore  the  Blue, 
reassures  the  hearts  of  the  women.  In  all  the  splendid  future  of 
this  Republic,  your  magnificent  work  will  live,  its  influence  will 
shape  and  direct  all  that  is  highest  and  grandest  in  American 
citizenship. 

This  message,  rich  with  all  love,  and  true  warm  loyalty,  comes 
to  you  from  the  mother  who  gave  you  to  your  country;  from  the 
wife  who  in  the  anguish  of  a  breaking  heart,  bade  you  go  forth  in 
that  country's  service;  from  the  loving  faithful  sister,  and  the 
daughter  who  is  worthy  of  her  patriot  sire ;  all  these  comrades  are 
embodied  in  the  **  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Army,"  not  the  **Auxiliary," 
but  the  heart  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Rea  responded  as  follows  ; 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Ladies  of  the  Committee. — ^There 
is  one  thing  very  true,  that  every  man  that  enlisted  in  the 
army  during  the  war,  at  some  time  had  a  mother,  and  every  one 
had  a  wife  or  sweetheart,  if  he  was  a  good  soldier,  and  nearly  all 
had  sisters.  I  have  often  thought,  and  often  said,  it  was  much 
easier  for  us  to  fight  than  it  waa  for  the  mothers  and  the  wives  and 
the  sisters  and  the  sweethearts  to  sit  quietly  at  home.  We  had 
communications  then  from  the  ladies  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  behind  every  man  that  wore  the  blue  and  heroically 


•vi. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC.  197 

fought  under  the  flag,  somewhere,  in  some  home,'  it  may  have  been 
a  little  cot  upon  the  mountain  or  a  cabin  on  the  prairie,  was  a  lov- 
ing American  woman's  heart,  from  which  came  the  inspiration  that 
made  him  brave. 

On  behalf  of  the  Comrades  here  I  thank  you  for  your  com- 
munication, for  your  words  of  patriotism,  and  for  the  good  you  are 
doing  all  over  this  land. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  called  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Lawler  to  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON   ADDRESS  OF  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

The  Committee  on  the  Address  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
by  Comrade  Alger,  presented  its  report,  as  follows : 

C0MR4DE8 :  Your  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  ad- 
dress of  the  Commander-in-Chief  unanimously  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  same  without  change  or  modification. 

Your  Committee  further  avails  itself  of  this  opportunity  to 
give  expression  to  the  high  esteem  and  love  of  its  members,  in 
common  with  all  the  Comrades  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  for  our  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  to  thank  him  for  the  high  patriotic  purpose, 
untiring  zeal  and  unselfish  devotion  which  throughout  his  adminis- 
tration governed  and  distinguished  the  discharge  of  his  ofiScial 
duties. 

R.  A.  Aloer, 
John  P.  Rea, 
A.  G.  Weissert, 
Thomas  G.  Lawler, 
John  G.  B.  Adams. 

On  motion  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote. 

The  Committee  on  the  reports  of  the  Senior  and  Junior  Vice 
Commanders-in-Chief,  through  Comrade  Kountz,  of  Ohio,  pre- 
sented its  report  as  follows,  and  on  motion  of  Comrade  Cochran,  of 
Illinois,  the  same  was  adopted. 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reports  of  the 
Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  and  Junior  Vice  Commander-in- 
Chief,  report  that  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  recommend 
that  the  thanks  of  this  Encampment  be  tendered  to  these  officers 
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for  the  faithiiil  and  efficient  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged 

the  duties  of  their  respective  positions. 

Eespectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  &  L., 
John  8.  Kountz,  Ohio, 
John  C.  Lineham,  New  Hampshire, 
Nathan  P.  Bowman,  Vermont. 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Quartermaster-General 
presented  the  following,  which  on  motion  was  adopted : 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  3,  1896. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  ezamiue  the  report  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General find  that  C.  J.  Merritt,  of  Chicago,  was  appointed 
by  the  C.  of  A.  an  expert  accountant  under  the  resolution  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  National  Encampment,  to  examine  and  audit  the 
books  and  accounts  of  Comrade  A.  J.  Burbank,  Q.  M.  G.,  and  has 
filed  with  the  C.  of  A.  his  certificate  to  the  efiect  that  he  finds  them 
correct,  and  the  same  agrees  with  the  printed  report.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  of  Administration  appointed  to  examine  the 
report  also  report  that  they  carefully  examined  and  checked  up  the 
accounts  of  the  Quartermaster-General  and  Adjutant-General  and 
find  that  the  accounts  of  the  two  offices  agree  absolutely  to  a  penny, 
and  both  are  in  every  particular  correct. 

Your  Committee  have  examined  the  papers  and  certificates 
submitted  by  the  Council  of  Administration  and  are  satisfied  with 
their  correctness.  The  papers  referred  to  are  submitted  as  a  part 
of  this  report.  < 

We  wish  to  compliment  Comrade  Burbank  for  the  careful 
manner  in  which  he  has  kept  his  accounts  and  for  his  correctness, 
promptness  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  his  arduous  duties  as 
Q.M.G. 

Jas.  a.  Sexton, 
Sam'l  L.  Miller, 
James  D.  Gage, 
James  P.  Averill. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  resumed  the  chair. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  appointed,  as  a  committee  to  con- 
vey the  greetings  of  the  Encampment  to  the  National  Convention 
of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Comrades  I.  F.  Mack,  of  Ohio; 
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George  H.  Patrick,  of  Alabama;  Edward  J.  Mitchell,  of  New 
York ;  John  W.  Crawford,  of  New  Mexico,  and  William  P.  Daly, 
of  Indiana. 

And  a  like  committee  for  the  ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  composed 
of  Comrades  Harrison  Allen,  of  North  Dakota ;  R.  W.  Hill,  of 
Indian  Territory;  James  L.  Puller,  of  Idaho;  Bernard  Kelly,  of 
Kansas,  and  J.  B.  Smelker,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  Committee  on  Legislation  presented  the  following  report, 
which,  on  motion  of  Comrade  Chamberlain,  of  New  York,  was 
adopted : 

Irvin  Robbins, 

AdjutanirGeneral  G.  A.  E, : 

Dear  Sir  and  Comrade — ^The  Committee  on  Legislation,  ap- 
pointed in  General  Orders  No.  6,  par.  5,  and  No.  7,  par.  3,  re- 
spectfully reports  that,  although  it  has  accomplished  but  little,  its 
labors  have  not  been  altogether  fruitless. 

The  appointment  of  this  Committee  having  been  due  mainly 
to  the  recommendation  of  Commander-in-Chief  Lawler,  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  aid  if  possible  comrades  and 
wards  of  the  Grand  Army  in  Washington  discharged  from  the 
public  service  without  proper  cause,  and  to  the  approval  by  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Walker  of  a  resolution  by  the  Department  of  the 
Potomac  relative  to  legislation  for  the  protection  of  certain  pen- 
sioners in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  has  given  most 
of  its  attention  to  these  two  objects,  but  without  complete  success 
in  either  case.  > 

In  respect  to  the  first  of  these  undertakings,  the  Committee 
found  itself  powerless  as  to  those  who,  from  having  lost  their  em- 
ployment, most  needed  help,  but  resolved  upon  an  efibrt  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  disasters  like  that  which  overtook  many  of  the 
Comrades  in  1893  by  endeavoring  to  secure  legislation  restricting 
the  power  of  removal  now  lodged  in  the  heads  of  the  executive 
departments. 

With  that  object  in  view  the  Committee  prepared  a  substitute 
for  Senate  Bill  No.  1224,  which  had  been  introduced  and  referred 
to  a  sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on  Reform  in  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice, of  which  Senator  Lodge  was  chairman. 
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Members  of  the  Committee  had  during  the  winter  repeated  in- 
terviews with  the  Senator,  but  could  not  induce  him  to  make  a  re- 
port to  his  committee,  and  your  Committee  is  not  at  all  sanguine 
that  any  law  can  be  enacted  that  will  insure  even  the  most  worthy, 
competent  and  &ithful  of  the  comrades  and  wards  of  the  Grand 
Army  permanence  in  their  employment  in  the  public  service. 

Senate  Bill  No.  1224  and  the  Committee's  substitute  therefor, 
the  report  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  Senator  Lfodge  on 
the  substitute,  and  the  Committee's  review  of  said  report,  are 
hereto  appended. 

In  respect  to  the  measure  for  protection  of  certain  pensioners 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  was  somewhat  more 
successful,  its  bill  having  been  passed  by  the  Senate,  and  being 
now  before  a  sub-committee  of  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions 
of  the  House,  of  which  Mr.  Sulloway,  of  New  Hampshire,  is 
chairman.  If  favored  by  Mr.  Pickler,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  this 
bill,  which  is  greatly  needed  in  the  city  of  Washington,  is  reason- 
ably sure  of  passage  in  the  House  during  the  coming  winter. 

The  Committee  favored  the  Overstreet  Bill,  H.  R.  225,  pro- 
viding for  a  return  to  the  former  method  of  paying  pensions,  by 
sending  all  checks  to  pensioners  by  mail.  This  change  does  not 
affect  in  anyway  payments  to  the  great  bulk  of  pensioners,  but  it 
is  of  the  greatest  possible  benefit  to  a  few  in  each  of  the  cities 
where  pension  agencies  are  located,  and  is  almost  universally  ap- 
proved by  the  comrades  and  friends  of  the  Grand  Army. 

The  Committee  has  also  approved,  in  an  amended  form.  House 
Bill  No.  1188,  requiring  pension  agents  to  forward  to  pensioners 
with  their  quarterly  vouchers,  free  return  penalty  envelopes,  and 
Senate  Bill  No.  176,  providing  for  the  construction  of  a  memorial 
bridge  over  the  Potomac  River  at  Arlington,  which  passed  the 
Senate  and  is  now  on  the  Calendar  of  the  House. 

The  Committee  deems  it  unnecessary  to  report  upon  the  var- 
ious matters  and  measures  brought  to  its  attention,  which  have 
been  either  disapproved,  or  not  considered.  All  its  correspond- 
ence, the  minutes  of  its  meetings  and  other  papers  and  documents 
relating  to  its  work,  are  held  by  its  Secretary,  Comrade  Doolittle, 
for  information  of  its  successor  in  the  work,  and  subject  to  your 
orders. 
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The  Committee,  in  conclusion,  desires  to  acknowledge  its  high 
appreciation  of  the  counsel  and  co-operation  of  Commander-in- 
Chief  Walker,  also  the  promptness  and  fraternal  courtes]^  so  uni 
formly  accorded  it  by  you.  Respectfully  submitted, 

Nathan  Bickford, 
I.  G.  Kimball, 
F.  L.  Campbell, 
Edwin  J.  Sweet, 
W.  H.  Doolittle, 
Marion  T.  Anderson, 
Stanton  Weaver, 
Tho8.  H.  McKee, 
A.  R.  Greene, 
W.  H.  H.  Wasson, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  Service  Book,  through  Com- 
rade Wetherbee,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  following  report : 

Boston,  March  25,  1896. 
Irvin  Robbins, 

AdjtUanUOeneraly  G,  A,  R. 

Dear  Comrade: — As  the  Committee  on  the  **  Revision  of  the 
Installation  Service,"  we  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  have  at- 
tended to  our  duty,  and  we  hand  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Service 
as  revised  by  us.  As  our  work  speaks  for  itself,  and  the  several 
changes  show  our  ideas,  and  the  reasons  for  making  them,  as 
plainly  as  any  words  of  ours  could  do,  we  refrain  from  making  an 
extended  report,  but  submit  our  work  to  the  representatives  of  the 
National  Encampment,  and  ask  their  acceptance  of  it.  We  do  not 
^consider  the  Revised  Service  as  beyond  improvement,  but  we  do 
feel  that  it  is  vastly  superior  to  the  present  Service,  and  that  it  will 
have  a  much  better  effect  upon  the  minds  of  those  who  attend  the 
.Installation  ceremonies.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Wilfred  A.  Wetherbee, 
Geo.  Edward  Allen, 
Frank  Seaman, 

Committee, 
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The  proposed  changes  are  not  here  set  forth  for  the  reason 
that  subsequent  to  the  action  of  the  Encampment,  ordering  the 
report  printed  and  postponed  to  next  year,  a  motion  to  reconsider 
prevailed. 

Comrade  Druckemiller  of  Pennsylvania  moved  that  the  re- 
port be  adopted. 

Comrade  Stahl  of  New  Jersey:  It  strikes  me  that  the 
changes  presented  are  of  such  slight  importance  as  to  scarcely  pay 
the  expense  of  reprinting  and  furnishing  to  the  order.  We  have 
grown  so  old  in  the  order,  and  so  set  in  our  ways,  that  unless  some 
radical  change  appears  necessary,  the  services  should  not  be 
changed.  I  move,  as  a  substitute  for  the  pending  motion,  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  be  not  concurred  in. 

Comrade  Wetherbee :  I  wish  to  say  to  the  comrades  that  the 
difference  between  the  present  installation  service  and  the  one  pro- 
posed is  by  no  means  slight.  If  the  change  is  adopted,  it  will  give 
a  great  deal  more  interest  to  our  installation  services.  It  may  be 
the  comrades  do  not  care  anything  about  the  instaUation.  I  do. 
In  Massachusetts  we  have  a  great  many  public  installations  with 
the  Woman's  Belief  Corps,  and  after  seeing  their  installation  ser- 
vices, I  feel  like  going  home.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  in  any  ego- 
tistical spirit,  but  I  have  installed,  for  the  last  five  years,  an  aver- 
age of  ten  to  fift;een  Posts  a  year  more  than  any  other  member  of  our 
Department,  and  the  reason  is,  I  think,  not  because  I  can  do  it  bet- 
ter than  they,  but  because  I  have  adopted  the  plan  which  I  have 
given  you  here  as  far  as  I  could. 

Comrade  Gooding  of  Illinois :  This  matter  seems  to  me  to  be 
too  serious  to  be  disposed  of  in  this  manner.  We  have  a  right  to 
know  just  what  the  changes  are,  and  we  are  all  interested  in  them. 
I  think  action  should  be  deferred,  and  I  move,  as  a  substitute,  that 
the  report  be  printed  and  lie  over  until  the  next  Encampment  of 
the  Grand  Army. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  There  is  already  a  substitute  be- 
fore the  Encampment.  You  will  have  to  vote  on  that  first  unless 
it  is  withdrawn.  Do  you  offer  that  as  an  amendment  to  the  substi- 
tute? 

Comrade  Gooding :     As  an  amendment  to  the  substitute. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  put  the  question  on  the  motion  of 
Comrade  Gooding,  and  it  prevailed. 

(  See  action  of  Encampment  on  reconsideration  of  this  vote.) 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Chaplain-in- 
Chief  was  presented,  as  follows : 

Your  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the 
Chaplain  in-Chief,  begs  leave  to  report  that  we  find  therein  evi- 
dences of  great  devotion  to  his  office,  earnestness  in  detail  aud 
hopefulness  for  the  future.  We  would  be  pleased  if  hereafter 
some  means  could  be  employed  which  would  secure  prompt  and 
full  reports  from'  Department  Chaplains  on  blanks  authorized. 

Comrade  Cochran  of  Illinois  moved  that  the  report  be 
adopted. 

Comrade  O'Donnell  of  Illinois:  Does  the  report  show  the 
names  of  the  Chaplains  who  have  not  reported  ?  We  pay  fifty  dol- 
lars to  our  Chaplain,  and  if  he  does  not  report  we  want  to  cut  off 
the  supplies. 

Comrade  Hagerty,  Chairman  of  the  Committee :  The  names 
of  those  who  reported  are  given.  Of  course  the  others  did  not 
report. 

Comrade  Fisher :  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Department  Chap- 
lain. I  wrote  to  the  Cbaplain-in-Chief  for  a  blank,  and  our  Adju- 
tant wrote  to  the  Adjutant- General  at  Indianapolis  for  information 
and  a  blank,  and  we  received  no  help.  We  are  here  in  person  to 
report,  and  if  we  can  have  a  blank  we  will  fill  it,  to  show  you  that 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  our  Department,  is  command- 
ing the  respect  of  the  whole  State  of  Kansas,  and  we  hope  we  will 
have  blanks  in  the  future. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  prevailed. 

The  following  report  was  presented,  and  on  motion  of  Comrade 
Wickersham  of  Alabama  was  adopted : 

The  committee  to  petition  Congress  to  provide  by  law  for  the 
expenses  of  Memorial  Day  in  Southern  cemeteries  have  prepared 
a  bill  to  be  introduced  in  Congress,  providing  for  an  appropriation 
of  $12,000  to  be  expended  under  regulations  provided  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  through  the  Quartermaster- General. 

Comrade  Hopkins  of  Michigan  presented  the  following  report : 

Commander-in-Chief:  The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
memorial  to  Comrade  R.  H.  Cochran  respectfully  submits  the  fol- 
lowing :  The  National  Council  of  Administration  presents  to  the 
30th  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  a  memorial 
to  the  accomplished  scholar,  the  heroic  soldier,  and  patriotic  citizen. 
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Comrade  R.  H.  Coehran,  for  many  years  a  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil, who  died  at  his  home  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  February  22,  1896;  and 
recommend  that  the  memorial  and  resolutions  be  adopted. 

Robert  Henry  Cochran  entered  the  army  August  13,  1861,  as 
a  private  in  the  15th  Ohio  Infantry.  Soon  after  was  commissioned 
as  first  Lieutenant.  The  greater  portion  of  his  service  in  the  army 
was  as  a  staff  officer.  He  was  Provost  Marshal  of  the  2d  Division 
of  the  14th  Corps. 

For  conspicuous  gallantry  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  he  was 
recommended  for  promotion  and  appointment  in  the  Regular  Army 
by  MajorGeneral  Greo.  H.  Thomas,  but  was  compelled  to  leave  the 
service  in  June,  1863,  on  account  of  continued  ill  health,  which 
followed  a  very  serious  illness  while  in  camp  at  Nashville. 

Comrade  Cochran  was  one  of  the  most  earnest,  zealous  and 
devoted  members  of  this  organization ;  next  to  his  family  and  his 
country  came  his  love  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He 
cared  little  for  parade  or  display,  but  the  interest  of  the  humblest 
comrade  was  his  constant  thought. 

As  a  citizen  of  his  State  he  was  frequently  called  to  fill  im- 
portant positions  of  fidelity  and  trust,  and  was  as  true  to  the  pub- 
lic as  to  his  own  home. 

An  accomplished  speaker,  he  was  ever  ready  to  give  his  voice 
and  his  influence  in  aid  of  every  worthy  and  patriotic  cause. 

He  was  a  splendid  type  of  the  citizen  soldier  and  soldier  citi- 
zen. 

R€f<nlv€d,  That  this  memorial  be  spread  upon  the  Records  of  this  En- 
campment and  a  copy  be  sent  to  his  family. 

George  H.  Hopkins, 
Wm.  H.  Armstrong, 
Albert  Scheffer, 
Albert  W.  Swalm, 
F.  M.  Sterrett, 

Committee. 
Comrade  Hopkins :  I  think  I  voice  the  sentiment  of  every 
comrade,  not  only  from  the  Department  of  Ohio,  but  every  one 
who  was  favored  with  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Comrade  Coch- 
ran, when  I  move  the  adoption  of  this  report,  and  that  it  bespread 
upon  the  records  of  the  Encampment. 

The  motion  unanimously  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote. 
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Comrade  Ketcham,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
presented  the  report  of  that  Committee  as  follows,  and  moved  that 
it  be  adopted. 

We  report,  with  sorrow,  that  the  condition  of  uneasiness  and 
unrest  with  respect  to  pensions  and  the  condition  of  the  pensioner, 
that  has  obtained  for  the  last  three  years,  still  measurably  continues. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  its  Encampment  held  at 
Indianapolis  in  1893,  voiced  in  no  uncertain  language,  its  senti- 
ments and  those  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people,  in  regard  to 
the  high-handed  treatment  which  the  Nation's  heroes  were  receiv- 
ing at  the  hands  of  the  servants  of  that  people,  temporarily  in- 
trusted with  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  and  that  expres- 
sion struck  a  responsive  chord  that  left  no  doubt  as  to  what  the 
peo^  desired. 

.  At  the  first  session  of  Congress,  thereafter,  it  was  formally  en- 
acted that  pensions  theretofore  or  thereafter  to  be  granted  should 
be  deemed  and  held  to  be  a  vested  right,  to  the  extent  that  pay- 
ment thereof  should  not  be  withheld  or  suspended  until  after  a 
hearing  by  the  Commissioner  of  pensions  of  all  the  evidence,  upon 
not  less  than  thirty  days'  notice,  containing  the  full  and  true  state- 
ment of  any  charges  or  allegations  upon  which  the  granting  of  the 
pension  was  sought  to  be  in  any  manner  disturbed  or  modified.  An 
honest,  intelligent  obedience  to  this  salutary  provision  of  law  would 
have  relieved  the  tension  and  restored  to  the  pensioners  confidence 
in  the  justice  that  was  being  meted  out  to  them,  but  so  far  from 
that  being  the  case  the  administration  of  the  Pension  Bureau  has 
been  continued  as  though  the  provision  referred  to  was  but  waste 
paper,  and  the  feeling  of  uncertainty  and  doubt  has  been  but 
slightly,  if  to  any  extent,  allayed. 

It  is  in  vain  that  wise,  just  and  patriotic  laws  be  passed  if  they 
are  to  be  administered  with  **  an  evil  eye  and  an  unequal  hand." 
If  remedial  laws  are  to  be  administered  as  though  they  were  penal 
statutes;  if  in  their  administration  fraud  is  to  be  presumed  and 
honesty  taken  as  the  exception,  the  condition  of  the  beneficiary  is 
identically  the  same  as  though  the  laws  were  enacted  upon  the  same 
narrow  and  contracted  basis;  and  neither  gives  to  the  surviving 
soldier  or  to  his  widow  or  orphan  that  measure  which  is  the  just 
desert  of  him  who  **  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  battle,''  and  which 
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it  18  the  desire  and  intention  of  the  American  people  to  have 
measured  out  to  him. 

Your  Committee  met  and  consulted  with  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress,  in  January  last,  and 
carefully  considered  House  Bill  No.  5549,  which  was  drawn  for  the 
purpose  and  with  the  intention  of,  so  far  as  possible,  restricting  the 
hostile  administration  of  the  Pension  Bureau  and  of  compelling  a 
fair  and  liberal  construction  and  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  pensions.  We  submit  herewith  an  analysis 
of  that  bill.  With  the  exception  of  the  first  and  fourteenth  sec- 
tions, as  to  which  your  Committee  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  express 
an  opinion,  whether  of  approval  or  disapproval,  the  bill  theo  pend- 
ing met  with  our  approbation  and  we  urged  its  speedy  passage^ 
The  House  of  Bepresentatives,  more  closely  in  touch  with  the  great 
body  and  great  heart  of  the  people,  and  coming  from  more  recent 
contact  with  their  constituents,  promptly  passed  the  bill,  but  the 
Senate,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  made  by  us  in  that  direction, 
have  so  far  not  acted  on  the  bill,  which  is  still  pending,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  such  enactment,  an  unsatisfactory  condition  still  obtains 
in  the  administration  of  the  Pension  Bureau. 

Justice  long  delayed  becomes  injustice;  the  insolence  of  office 
and  the  law's  delay  means  suffering  anxiety  and  injustice  to  those 
for  whom  every  instinct  of  humanity,  every  feeling  of  patriotism, 
every  demand  for  justice,  cry  aloud  for  prompt  relief. 

We  recommend  that  this  Encampment  speak  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly, so  that  its  meaning  may  not  be  misunderstood  by  any  one, 
urging  upon  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the  necessity  for  the 
prompt  passage  of  the  bill  in  all  its  essential  features  as  passed  by 
the  House,  with  such  disposition  as  to  sections  one  and  fourteen  as 
shall  to  Congress,  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  people,  seem 
best  calculated  to  inculcate  a  high  order  of  patriotism,  and  most 
consistent  with  justice  and  fairness  to  those  from  whom  the  nation 
may  have  received  much. 

The  nation  that  will  not  protect  its  protectors  in  their  hour  of 
need  does  not  deserve  to  be  protected  in  its  hour  of  need.  Frugal- 
ity, economy,  carefulness  are  great  watchwords  in  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs ;  but  when  frugality  becomes  penuriousness, 
economy  parsimony,  and  carefulness  suspicion,  especially  when 
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applied  to  those  who  offered  to  the  Nation  their  lives  without  reser- 
yatioD  or  hope  of  reward,  the  picture  is  not  calculated  to  encourage, 
in  the  future,  high  ideals  of  patriotism.  Wise  and  patriotic  laws 
wisely  and  patriotically  administered  are  but  just  and  proper  ex- 
pressions of  the  love  and  gratitude  of  a  patriotic  people ;  but  a 
grudging  and  halting  administration  with  a  suspicious  hand  means 
in  its  results  exactly  the  same  as  unjust  and  niggardly  legislation. 
These  men,  who  deserve  well  of  their  country,  have  all  passed 
the  meridian  of  life.  Most  of  them  are  old  and  broken  and  illy 
able  to  stand  up  and  contend  against  an  unfriendly  spirit  in  the 
officers  with  whom  they  are  brought  in  contact.  Without  them 
and  such  as  they  there  would  be  no  pension  laws  to  administer  and 
no  happy,  united,  prosperous  people  te  make  provision  for  them. 
In  no  craving  spirit  or  spirit  of  self-seeking,  but  standing  upright, 
face  to  face  with  the  American  people  and  looking  them  straight  in 
the  eye  we  insist  that  to  these,  our  brothers,  now  needy  and  de- 
serving, not  alone  in  the  cold  letter  of  the  law,  but  in  the  warm 
breathing  spirit  of  contact  of  man  with  man,  officer  with  pensioner, 
full  and  ample  justice  shall  be  done ;  and  thus,  and  dius  only, 
shall  our  government  deserve  the  hearty  confidence  and  love  of  all 
its  citizens.     For  the  Committee, 

W.  A.  Eetoham, 
T.  8.  Clarkson. 
Comrade  Ketcham  presented  the  following  : 

ANALYSIS  OF  HOUSE  BILL  NO.  5549. 

Section  1.  Prior  service  in  Confederate  Army  or  Navy  no 
disqualification. 

Seo.  2.  No  pension  to  be  reduced  or  discontinued  except  for 
fraud,  clerical  error,  mistake  in  ftct. 

Seo.  3.  All  pensions  reduced  or  discontinued  since  January 
7,  1892,  shall  be  reconsidered  and  adjudicated  in  accordance  with 
this  act 

Sbc.  4.  All  investigations  shall  be  by  question  and  answer 
under  oath  in  open  session  after  due  notice,  with  the  right  to  cross- 
examine  and  rebut.  When  fraud  is  alleged,  the  allegation  shall  be 
reduced  to  writing  and  sworn  to  and  copy  furnished  to  the  accused, 
with  names  of  witnesses;  investigation  to  be  had  at  county  seat  of 
person  to  be  affected. 
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Sec.  5.  TestimoDj  of  enlisted  maD  shall  rank  with  that  of  a 
commissioned  officer. 

Sec.  6.     Defines  what  constitutes  a  sufficient  affidavit. 

Sec.  7.  Notifications  from  bureau  shall  indicate  the  facts 
upon  which  further  evidence  is  required. 

Sec.  8.  All  papers  touching  pension  or  claim  shall  be  kept 
on  file,  and  subject  to  inspection  of  person  interested. 

Sec.  9.  Where  a  person  who  claims  pension  or  increase  was 
with  his  command  or  on  furlough  he  shall  be  presumed  to  have 
been  in  line  of  duty. 

Sec.  10.  First  acceptance  into  service,  conclusive  evidence 
of  soundness  except  where  it  appears  otherwise  of  record  and  a 
disability  existing  at  time  of  discharge  presumed  to  be  contracted 
in  line  of  duty,  and  no  claim  rejected  because  of  inability  to  show 
time  or  place  of  contraction. 

Sec.  11.  Common  law  presumption  of  death  applies  in  ad- 
ministration of  pension  laws. 

Sec.  12.     Defines  what  shall  constitute  proof  of  marriage. 

Sec.  13.     Defines  termination  of  the  war,  for  pension  purposes. 

Sec.  1 4.  Lack  of  honorable  discharge  from  prior  service  not 
to  disqualify  from  receipt  of  pension  for  subsequent  service  and 
death  not  occasioned  by  violation  of  laws  or  regulations  of  the 
service,  equivalent  to  honorable  discharge  under  dependent  pension 
laws. 

Sec.  15.  Defines  allegation  of  disability  under  dependent 
pension  act,  and  every  disability  shall  be  taken  into  consideration 
in  determining  the  degree  of  disability. 

Sec.  16.  Presumption  shall  be  that  disability  is  not  the 
result  of  vicious  habits. 

Sec.  17.  Upon  rejection  of  claim  under  dependent  pension 
act,  applicant  not  required  to  file  new  or  supplemental  declaration, 
but  an  order  for  examination  before  another  board  shall  be  made 
on  the  affidavit  of  reputable  physician  what  pensionable  disability 
exists. 

Sec.  18.  **  Without  other  means  of  support  than  daily  labor," 
defined  to  mean  **  without  net  income  $300." 

Sec.  19  and  20. 

Sec.  21.     In  case  of  doubt  presumption  in  favor  of  claimant. 
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Comrade  Tanner  of  New  York:  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
think,  sir,  that  I  have  a  little  bit  of  information  about  this  matter. 
There  is  one  portion  of  that  report  that  strikes  me  rather  unfavor- 
ably. The  provision  in  the  bill  to  which  it  refers  struck  me  unfa- 
vorably at  the  time,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  gentlemen  who  have 
considered  this  matter  have  had  able  and  sufficient  argument  to 
convince  them  of  the  justice  of  it.  I  confess  I  have  never  heard 
any  of  the  argument  on  the  question.  I  refer  particularly  to  the 
part  putting  upon  the  pension  roll  men  who  have  served  in  the 
Confederate  army.  I  rose  principally  to  say  that  after  the  bill 
passed  the  House  and  had  gone  to  the  Senate,  I  went  to  a  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  Senate  and  sat  down  with  him  to  try 
and  find  out  what  the  chance  was  for  the  passage  of  that  bill.  He 
fired  back  at  me  an  emphatic  inquiry,  clothed  not  in  ministerial 
language,  wanting  to  know  if  I  did  not  think  they  would  be  the 
monumental  fools  of  the  age  to  pass  a  bill  and  send  it  along  to  the 
White  House,  with  the  dead  certainty  that  it  would  meet  with  a 
ringing  veto  and  reproach  for  those  who  would  undertake  to  pen- 
sion men  who  had  struck  at  the  life  of  the  Nation.  He  told  me 
that  that  bill  would  die  in  the  archives  of  the  Senate,  and  he  also 
told  me  that  if  things  went  one  way  another  year  there  would  be 
an  effort  made  to  cover,  by  adequate  pension  legislation,  all  the  de- 
mands that  reasonable  Grand  Army  men  could  possibly  make. 

I  rose  simply  to  give  you  that  information.  It  was  a  man  of 
position.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  anything  exactly  confiden- 
tial about  it,  but  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  mention  his  name.  I 
know  the  delegation  from  his  State,  who  sit  here,  have  unbounded 
admiration  for  him,  and  that  none  of  them  knows  who  I  am  talk- 
ing about.  He  specified  particularly  the  men  who  went  out  of 
prison  on  Johnson's  Island  in  the  last  year  of  the  war  and  enlisted 
in  our  service,  and  while  a  soldier  himself,  said  he  protested 
against  bringing  those  men  in  on  the  pension  roll  with  the  Comrades 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  who  had  served  honorably. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  that  provision  covers  some  things  that 
would  meet  with  our  approval,  or  the  gentlemen  who  got  up  this 
bill  and  considered  this  matter,  would  not  have  indorsed  it  as  they 
have ;  but,  for  myself,  while  I  will  vote  for  that  report,  I  will  vote 
with  a  mental  reservation  against  that  section  until  I  can  get  evi- 
dence that  will  satisfy  me  that  there  is  justice  in  it.     We  have  had 

14— O.  A.  R. 
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a  good  deal  of  aesininity  where  we  had  a  right  to  expect  consider- 
ate and  intelligent  action.  The  trouble  of  it  is  that  when  foolish 
action  is  taken,  the  effect  corner  back  on  the  comrades  who  are 
united  and  deserving  and  not  responsible  for  the  mistakes.  Under- 
stand, I  do  not  criticise  this  Committee  at  all.  I  do  not  refer  to 
them.  I  will  state  frankly  what  I  mean.  I  mean  that,  under  the 
old  administration,  we  had  a  comrade  of  this  order  as  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  before  whom  matters  went  on  appeal, 
who  made  the  broad  ruling  that  desertion  was  no  bar  to  a  pension, 
and  the  papers  rung  with  it,  and  it  was  flung  in  our  teeth  through- 
out the  country.  When  he  made  this  ruling,  he  put  a  weapon 
in  the  hands  of  every  enemy  of  the  soldier. 

Comrade  Moore:  I  want  to  make  an  amendment.  Thirty 
days  is  not  a  sufficient  time  for  a  man  to  secure  evidence,  especi- 
ally at  this  late  day.  My  amendment  is  that  thirty  be  made  to 
read  ninety. 

Comrade  McElroy  of  the  Potomac :  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
have  had  some  opportunity  of  considering  this  first  section  of  the 
bill  during  the  time  it  was  before  the  Committee  and  before  Con- 
gress. I  went  to  the  distinquished  member  of  the  Senate,  to  whom 
Comrade  Tanner  refers,  and  he  made  the  same  objection  to  me 
that  he  made  to  Comrade  Tanner.  My  acquaintance  with  public 
men,  which  is  not  limited,  and  my  acquaintance  with  the  mode  of 
action,  induced  me  to  believe  at  once  that  that  objection  was  a  mere 
pretext,  the  same  as  I  had  had  made  to  me  in  other  cases  in  regard 
to  pension  legislation.  I  told  that  distinquished  comrade,  whom  I 
do  not  wish  to  name,  that  that  appeared  to  me  a  mere  pretense. 
The  pretext  that  there  are  rebels  that  left  our  prisons  and  joined 
our  armies  in  order  to  escape  imprisonment,  who  are  now  applicants 
for  pensions,  becomes  ridiculous  when  we  know  that  the  number  of 
those  men,  which  is  easily  discovered  by  reference  to  any  history  of 
the  war,  does  not  much  exceed  five  thousand,  and,  in  fact,  it  is  far 
under  five  thousand.  Against  that  we  can  offset  between  sixty  and 
seventy  thousand  loyal  men  of  the  South,  just  as  loyal  as  any  of  us 
here,  and  more,  perhaps,  men  who  underwent  all  sorts  of  hardships 
and  persecutions,  and  perhaps  were,  as  a  last  resort,  forced  into  the 
rebel  army,  from  which  they  escaped  at  the  first  opportunity.  I 
remember  a  whole  regiment  that  came  over  to  us  at  Arkansas 
Post.     Those  men  were  forced,  under  the  most  cruel  persecution. 
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to  go  into  the  rebel  army.  They  escaped  and  joined  us  and  did 
good  service,  and  they  are  now  deprived  of  pensioDS  under  the 
rulings  of  the  present  administration.  In  justice,  they  should  be 
given  pensions  The  presence  of  those  four  or  five  thousand  un- 
worthy men  should  not  deprive  the  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  of 
their  rights.  I  think  we  should  give  the  most  unreserved  support 
to  that  bill.  I  served  in  East  Tennessee,  as  many  of  you  did 
Those  who  served  in  Arkansas  know  what  hardships  those  loyal 
men  were  subjected  to. 

I  want  to  say  one  word  in  regard  to  General  Bussey's  ruling, 
which  I  think  Comrade  Tanner  has  gone  out  of  his  way  to  bring 
before  the  Encampment.  We  discussed  that  desertion  decision  at 
the  Milwaukee  Encampment.  You  remember  it  was  said,  by  a 
very  distinguished  member  of  this  Encampment,  that  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  had  taken  it  out  of  our  consideration, 
and  we  declined  to  go  in  conflict  with  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Comrades,  this  is  a  matter  which, 
like  Tennyson's  **  Brook,"  can  "Go  on  forever.'*  I  trust  the  com- 
rades will  speak  rapidly  and  to  the  point.  Let  us  not  make  half- 
hour  speeches  on  the  question.  It  is  not  necessary.  I  wish  to  say 
one  thing  for  the  Committee  and  for  the  Commander  in  Chief,  as  to 
Sections  1  and  14.  We  did  not  recommend  them,  and  the  only 
point  with  us  was  whether  we  could  not  better  have  them  corrected 
in  the  Senate,  but  we  want  to  urge  the  passage  of  the  bill  because 
there  is  so  much  of  vital  interest  in  it  to  comrades  everywhere. 

Comrade  Sholes  of  Georgia :  I  would  like  to  indorse  the  re- 
marks of  Comrade  McElroy,  for  I  have  seen  hundreds  of  those 
men  who  were  dragged  into  the  Confederate  Army  by  conscripting 
officers,  and  1  have  known  of  their  story,  and  had  the  proof  of  it, 
that  the  instant  they  had  an  opportunity  they  came  into  our  lines, 
bringing,  oftentimes,  their  equipments  with  them.  I  stood  on  the 
floor  of  this  Encampment  and  begged  the  Grand  Army  to  admit 
those  men  to  its  ranks  who  could  swear  that  they  had  never  volun- 
tarily borne  arms  against  the  Union.  There  were  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  them  throughout  East  Tennessee  and  North  Georgia 
and  Alabama  who  sought  by  every  means  to  get  into  the  Union 
Army,  and  were  captured  and  dragged  back.  I  have  seen  the 
marks  of.  chains  on  them.     We  do  not  want  to  prevent  those  men 
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from  being  pensioned.  The  men  wlio  deserted  from  our  Army  and 
then  re-en]isted,  and  the  men  who  were  captured  and  then  went 
into  the  Union  Army  from  our  prisons,  do  not  tell  the  story  down 
where  I  live.  There  isn't  anything  of  political  advancement  in 
that.  There  isn't  anything  to  be  gained.  Among  the  people  that 
they  associate  with  that  story  is  hidden.  But  those  men  who 
escaped  from  the  Confederate  Army  and  went  into  the  Union  Army 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives  are  proud  of  the  story  to-day,  and  proud 
to  exhibit  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated  by  the  officers 
and  dogs  of  the  Confederacy. 

Comrade  Clarkson  of  Nebraska :  I  desire  to  say  simply  one 
word  in  regard  to  Section  1.  The  Committee  has  not  reported  as  to 
that  section  either  one  way  or  the  other,  but  as  the  Commander  of 
twelve  hundred  of  as  loyal  men  as  ever  breathed  God's  free  air  I 
want  to  ask  that  no  stigma  be  placed  upon  them  by  this  body. 
When  I  reached  the  city  of  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  I  was  assigned 
to  the  raising  of  a  regiment  of  loyal  men  who  had  escaped  from  the 
rebel  army,  many  of  them,  and  had  been  driven  into  the  mountains 
from  their  homes,  and  their  property  destroyed.  Many  of  them 
had  been  drafted.  Every  man  able  to  bear  arms  was  forced  into 
the  ranks.  As  soon  as  they  were  able  they  took  their  places  under 
Old  Glory,  and  I  tell  you,  my  Commander  and  comrades,  that  no 
better  soldiers  ever  handled  a  gun.  My  comrades,  do  not  cut  them 
off,  I  beseech  you,  from  what  is  theirs  by  right.  Do  not  cut  them 
off  from  what  they  have  earned  as  we  have  earned,  and  that  is  some 
little  compensation  in  the  hour  of  their  dependence  from  the  land 
they  helped  to  save.  Liet  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  decide 
that  question.     Let  us  not  put  a  stigma  upon  such  men. 

Comrade  Deane  of  Massachusetts :  I  rise  to  second  the  amend- 
ment of  Comrade  Moore  of  Massachusetts. 

Comrade  Sampson  of  Arizona:  I  am  in  favor  of  the  entire 
spirit  of  this  report,  but  I  want  to  ask  the  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
mittee one  question.  I  want  to  know  if  the  purpose  of  this  report 
is  to  indorse  that  bill  that  is  now  pending  in  the  Senate,  and  that 
we  are  to  express  in  this  way  our  approval  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Comrade  Ketghara :  We  have  been  exceedingly  lame  in  the 
use  of  language  if  we  have  not  made  it  understood  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  this  report,  if  adopted  by  this  Encampment,  ta  indorse 
everything  that  is  in  that  bill  with  the  exception  of  Sections  1  and 
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14,  the  rebel  service  and  the  prior  desertion,  and  as  to  them  we 
made  no  recommendation  one  way  or  the  other. 

Comrade  Sampson :  One  other  question.  Is  it  expected  that 
this  report  shall  be  printed  in  full  and  considered  by  the  Senate 
committee  ? 

Comrade  Ketcham :  That  is  a  matter  that  i8  in  the  hands  of 
this  Encampment. 

Comrade  Moore :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  My  amendment 
was  made  in  good  faith  in  the  full  knowledge,  after  considerable 
practical  experience,  that  it  is  impossible  in  a  great  many  instances 
to  secure  evidence  inside  of  thirty  days.  My  point  of  order  is  that 
my  amendment  should  be  put  before  the  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  I  will  rule  on  the  point  of  order 
later. 

Comrade  Sampson :  There  are  a  number  of  expressions  in  the 
report  that  I  would  like  to  have  left  out.  The  purpose  of  the 
report  I  am  in  favor  of,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  if  the  Committee 
had  wound  up  with  about  a  dozen  lines,  to  be  presented  to  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  bill,  it  would  have  accomplished  a  hundred- 
fold more  than  presenting  the  whole  report,  which  not  one  member 
of  the  Senate  will  ever  read. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  This  is  a  report  to  this  Encamp- 
ment. A  resolution  may  come  up  afterwards  to  send  to  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

Comrade  Sampson:  Why  didn't  the  Committee  wind  up  with 
what  we  want  to  send  to  the  Senate.  If  that  only  goes  with  this 
body,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  every  word  of  it,  but  if  the  report 
is  to  be  presented  to  the  Senate,  it  is  too  long,  and  there  are  certain 
expressions  that  border  on  the  political  issues,  and  I  would  be  op- 
posed to  it  for  that  purpose. 

Comrade  Nelson  of  Tennessee :  I  endorse  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  Comrade  Tanner. 

Comrade  Strodt  of  Nebraska :  This  bill  that  is  referred  to  in 
this  report  was  discussed  for  one  whole  week  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  this  first  section  and  section  14,  referred  to,  were 
both  of  them  discussed  with  full  knowledge  of  what  effect  they 
might  have  upon  the  country.  There  were  some  Republican  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  and  some  Democratic  members  of  the  House, 
who  were  in  favor  of  both  of  these  sections,  and  some  who  were 
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opposed  to  both  of  them.  The  bill,  however,  passed  the  House  by 
a  substantial  majority,  and  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
have  passed  it  before  it  adjourned,  with  these  sections  left  out  if 
they  did  not  want  them,  and  to  have  returned  it  to  the  House  for 
coDCurrence  in  their  amendments ;  and  if  there  is  any  blame  to  be 
attached  because  this  bill  did  not  become  a  law,  it  is  to  be  attached 
to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  if  the  Senator  to  whom 
Comrade  Tanner  refers  had  any  objection  to  the  bill,  he  should 
have  proposed  an  amendment  and  had  it  sent  back  to  the  House, 
and  given  us  in  the  House  some  opportunity  to  pass  pension  legis- 
lation to  submit  to  the  administration,  and  see  whether  or  not  they 
were  in  favor  of  giving  the  soldiers  their  just  dues  through  the  Pen- 
sion Bureau.  The  blame,  if  any  is  to  be  attached,  should  be  at- 
tached to  this  very  Senator  who  objects  to  the  bill  because  that  v^as 
in  it,  because  they  did  not  take  it  up  and  try  to  discuss  it,  nor  try 
to  dispose  of  it.  And  this  very  Senator,  if  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Committee,  could  have  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment  to 
it.  So  that  this  bill  now  stands  in  the  Senate  ready  to  be  acted 
upon  and  amendments  made. 

If  I  understand  this  report,  it  does  not  recommend  or  con- 
demn these  two  sections  The  first  section  was  fully  discussed,  and 
after  due  consideration  many  of  us  in  the  House  believed  that  we 
would  be  doing  a  great  injustice  to  a  large  number  of  Union  sol- 
diers, such  as  were  referred  to  by  Comrade  Clarkson,  if  we  did  not 
allow  them  to  receive  the  benefits  they  were  entitled  to,  although 
there  might  be  a  comparatively  few  who  would  get  favors  from  the 
Government  which  they  were  not  entitled  to. 

Comrade  Richard  Vf.  Meade  of  New  York :  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  I  have 
never  attended  a  National  Encampment  before,  and  a  good  deal  of 
this  argument  reminds  me  of  the  story  about  ofiicers'  arguments 
in  the  ward-room.  There  were  two  men,  Jones  and  Smith,  who 
argued  a  good  deal,  and  Jones  said  to  Smith,  **  I  think,  as  we  argue 
a  good  deal  and  we  both  chew  tobacco,  that  the  question  shall  be, 
*  Who  is  to  spit  first?'  "  After  a  while  Jones  got  the  call,  and  he 
went  on  talking  and  talking,  and  Smith  said,  ''Jones,  aren't  you 
going  to  spit?*'  Jones  said,  "No,  Smith,  I  swallowed  that  last 
quid.'*  It  seems  to  me  in  regard  to  this  matter  that  the  report  of 
this  Committee  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  the  blame  and  the  onus  of 
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this  thing  should  rest  either  upon  the  Senate  or  upon  the  President 
of  the  United  States  if  he  dared  to  veto  a  bill  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier.  I  think  the  report  of  the  Committee  ought  to  be  adopted 
in  its  entirety,  and  leave  the  result  to  the  Senate  and  the  President. 

Comrade  O'Donnell  of  Illinois:  I  want  to  ask  this  Commit- 
tee one  question.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  there  were  thou- 
sands of  men  who  deserted  and  afterwards  accepted  big  bounties, 
re-enlisted  and  deserted  again ;  and  I  want  to  know,  either  from 
the  chairman  of  this  Committee  or  the  Congressman  from  Nebraska, 
whether  they  propose  to  pension  those  fellows.  I  should  certainly 
say  as  a  loyal  soldier,  who  served  four  years,  that  I  object  to  pen- 
sioning any  bounty-jumper  or  deserter. 

Comrade  Case  of  Tennessee :  There  is  a  middle  of  the  way  on 
this  road  that  ought  to  be  observed.  Corporal  Tanners  statement 
drew  a  very  strong  picture  in  the  cases  from  Johnson's  Island. 
But  when  you  cite  the  cases  which,  as  Adjutant-General  of  the 
Department  of  Tennessee,  and  as  Commander  of  that  Department, 
and  occupying  various  other  offices  in  the  Department  for  fifteen 
years,  I  have  met,  a  different  question  is  presented.  There  is  a 
class  of  men  through  the  South  to  whom  it  would  be  an  injustice 
and  a  wrong  to  deny  a  pension  because  of  a  few  weeks  or  a  few 
months  of  enforced  service  in  the  Rebel  army,  when  they  were  seek- 
ing every  minute  of  the  time  an  opportunity  to  escape,  and  after 
succeeding  served  three  or  four  years  in  our  army. 

I  have  had  men  come  to  me  in  some  counties  of  Tennessee, 
where  I  have  been  organizing  Posts,  begging  the  privilege  of  com- 
ing into  the  Grand  Army,  and  they  would  prove  to  me  that  for 
ten  or  fifteen  days,  or  three  weeks,  when  they  had  been  forced  into 
the  service,  they  absolutely  refused  to  take  a  gun,  all  that  time 
seeking  an  opportunity  to  get  away,  and  they  got  away  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  they  have  never  faltered  in  their  loyalty  to  the  Union 
from  the  time  they  first  breathed  the  air  of  liberty  that  pervades 
East  Tennessee.  I  could  not  take  those  men  in,  because  under 
the  rules  of  this  body  there  was  a  stain  upon  them,  but  there  never 
was  a  stain  voluntarily  placed  there. 

Now  I  think  that  the  middle  of  the  way  should  be  adopted, 
and  some  way  should  be  found  by  which  these  deserving  men  can 
come  alongside  of  us  and  get  their  pensions. 
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Comrade  Ketcham:  There  are  some  here  who  would  say, 
"Put  no  Rebel  upon  the  pension  roll."  There  are  others  who 
would  say,  **  While  the  lamp  holds  out  to  burn,  the  vilest  sinner 
may  return,'*  and  the  man  that  has  stood  up  and  fought  faithfully 
for  the  flag  of  his  country  ought  not  to  be  trod  down  under  the 
heel  because  of  the  fact  that  at  some  time  he  had  been  forced  into 
the  ranks  of  those  who  fought  against  their  country.  It  is  because 
there  is  that  difference  of  opinion  that  we  say  it  is  wise  to  say 
nothing. 

This  law  provides  that  nothing  shall  be  done  by  the  Pension 
Commissioner  until  after  due  notice.  That  does  not  mean  that  he 
shall  close  it  up  in  thirty  days,  or  sixty  days,  or  ninety  days,  but 
he  must  give  **  due  notice."  Then  there  is  the  right  of  cross-exam- 
ination and  of  rebuttal.  We  might  draw  a  better  law  than  this, 
but  this  is  the  law  that  we  want  passed  because  it  comes  nearer  do- 
ing justice  than  anything  else  we  can  get.  The  comrade  from 
Arizona  says  the  report  of  the  Committee  is  expressionless  and  col- 
orless and  means  nothing,  and  in  the  next  breath  he  says  that  it  is 
too  partisan.  If  it  is  too  partisan,  it  has  at  least  a  tinge  of  color 
to  it.  And,  further,  if  it  is  partisanship  to  demand  justice  for  the 
American  soldier,  then  I  am  a  partisan. 

Comrade  Moore  withdrew  his  proposed  amendment  and  the 
report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

Comrade  Ketcham:  At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions,  they,  desiring  not  to  tackle  some  things  that  were 
there,  referred  them  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  8ince  that 
reference  the  Committee  on  Pensions  has  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  meet.     We  ask  for  further  time  to  report  on  those  matters. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  If  there  is  no  objection,  further 
time  will  be  granted. 

Comrade  Derby  of  Massachusetts  moved  that  when  the  En- 
campment adjourns  it  be  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Taintor  of  Connecticut,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Judge  Advocate-General's  Report,  presented  the  report  of  that 
Committee  as  follows,  which  on  motion  was  adopted : 
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To  the  Officersand  Comrades  of  the  SOih  National  Eneampmenty  G.A.R  : 
The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General 
would  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

We  heartily  commend  the  painstaking  consideration  given  by 
the  Judge- Advocate-General  to  the  questions  submitted  for  his 
opinion,  and  by  him  reported  to  this  Encampment.  We  believe 
such  opinions  are  based  upon  a  sound  construction  of  Grand  Army 
Law  and  that  they  should  be  endorsed.  We  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  opinions  of  the  Judge-Advocate- General  as 
embodied  in  his  report  to  this  Encampment  are  hereby  approved 
and  adopted  as  the  law  of  our  Order,  and  that  the  thanks  of  this 
Encampment  are  extended  to  Judge- Advocate-General  Darte  for 
the  faithful  and  intelligent  performance  of  his  duties. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Henry  E.  Taintor, 
JosiAH  Given, 
W.  J.  Smith, 
Junius  G.  Sanders, 

Committee. 
Oik  motion  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Weissert,  the  Election 
of  OflScers  was  made  the  special  order  of  business  for  9:30  a.  m.  to- 
morrow. 

Adjourned. 


SECOND  DAY. 


September  4,  1896. 

The  Encampment  was  called  to  order  at  9:00  a.  m.,  and  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  the  Chaplain- in-Chief  as  follows: 

**0h.  Thou  Great  Commander,  reverently  we  render  unto  Thee 
praise  and  gratitude  out  of  our  hearts  this  morning  for  the  new 
day  and  the  new  blessings  which  have  come  to  us  after  the  rest  of 
the  night.  And  now  we  pray  again  that  the  guidance  of  Thine 
own  presence  may  be  near  us  in  our  deliberations  this  morning  and 
throughout  the  day.  Matters  of  great  interest  and  of  much  im- 
portance to  the  Encampment  and  to  the  old  soldiers  and  to  the 
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country  must  come  before  us.  May  we  have  in  our  hearts  that 
true  brotherly  love,  that  loyalty  and  that  charity  that  should 
always  characterize  every  true  soldier.  Grant  us  Thy  blessing 
upon  ourselves,  upon  our  families  from  whom  we  may  be  separated, 
upon  the  country  that  we  love,  and,  finally,  crown  us  all  with  the 
well  done  good  and  faithful  servants,  for  Jesus'  sake.     Amen." 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Inspector-General  re- 
ported as  follows : 

St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  3,  1896. 
Ivan  N.  Walker, 

Commander-in-  Chief : 

Dear  Sir  and  Comrade — ^The  Committee  having  in  charge 
the  matter  of  the  report  of  the  Inspector-General  beg  leave  to  com- 
mend the  valuable  suggestions  contained  therein  and  their  adoption, 
so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  present  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

They  suggest  that  this  Encampment  move  in  this  matter  to  so 
amend  the  said  rules  and  regulations  as  to  meet  the  object  in  view. 
Finally,  they  suggest  the  following  resolution  for  the  consideration 
of  this  Encampment : 

Resolvedf  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Encampment  the  inspection  of 
Posts  and  Departments  by  their  own  members  is  improper  and  should  not 
be  longer  permitted. 

We  heartily  commend  the  very  valuable  suggestions  contained 
in  the  Inspector  General's  report  in  presenting,  as  he  does,  very 
clearly  and  ably,  the  several  recommendations,  which,  if  adopted, 
will  very  materially  simplify  the  matter  of  inspection  and  obtain 
better  results  than  has  heretofore  been  secured. 

John  E.  Gilman,  Massachusetts. 

R.  W.  Meade,  New  York. 

D.  M.  BuRCHFiELD,  Ohio. 

L.  M.  Zimmerman,  Michigan. 

J.  Y.  NiLES,  Kansas. 
Comrade  Bell  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted. 
Comrade  Goodale  of  Massachusetts :  It  is  a  well  known  fact 
that  there  is  a  rule  which  was  adopted  at  Indianapolis  governing 
inspections,  and  which  hundreds  of  posts  failed  to  comply  with. 
It  requires  the  installing  officer  to  first  ascertain  from  the  Post 
Commander  whether  his  Post  has  been  inspected  for  the  previous 
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year,  and  if  not  the  installing  officer  is  to  immediately  proceed  to 
the  inspection  of  the  Post.  I  would  like  to  have  incorporated  in 
that  report,  or  referred  to  the  incoming  Council  of  Administration, 
the  matter  of  incorporating  in  the  service  book  this  direction  to 
the  installing  officer.  In  my  opinion  in  that  way  only  can  we  get 
full  inspection  reports  from  the  different  Departments.  If  this 
work  is  important  enough  to  have  part  of  the  Departments  give 
their  attention  to  it,  it  is  important  for  all,  and  if  it  is  not  import- 
ant let  us  drop  it.  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion  that  the  incom- 
ing Council  of  Administration,  in  connection  with  this  report,  be 
instructed  to  have  incorporated  in  the  service  book  the  rule  requir- 
ing the  inspection  of  posts  by  the  installing  officers  if  they  have 
not  been  previously  inspected. 

The  motion  of  Comrade  Goodale  was  adopted  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report,  and  as  amended  the  report,  and  the  resolution 
therein  contained,  were  adopted. 

Comrade  Weissert  moved  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
draft  suitable  resolutions  on  the  death  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief 
Fairchild. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  appointed 
the  following  committee :  Comrades  Benjamin  F.  Bryant  of  Wis- 
consin, John  6.  B.  Adams  of  Massachusetts  and  John  Palmer 
of  New  York, 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records  pre- 
sented its  report.  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Adams  of  Massachu- 
setts being  called  to  the  chair. 

Comrade  Carr  of  Colorado,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
made  the  following  statement : 

After  the  Committee  agreed  upon  this  report  I  was  informed 
that  the  report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  which  recommends  the 
consolidation  of  the  offices  of  Adjutant- General  and  Quartermaster- 
General  had  been  adopted  by  the  Encampment.  After  we  heard 
of  the  action  taken,  we  held  another  meeting,  and  we  were  unani- 
mously opposed  to  the  consolidation  of  the  two  offices.  We  also 
think  that  a  report  adopted  on  a  recommendation  of  that  kind  can 
not  have  the  effect  of  consolidating  the  two  offices. 

On  motion  the  report  was  adopted 

The  report  of  the  Committee  and  the  report  of  the  Custodian 
are  as  follows : 
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Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades  of  the  National  Encampment: 

Your  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records 
have  examined  said  report,  and  return  the  same  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  published  in  the  Journal.  We  commend  the 
action  of  the  Commanderin  Chief  in  this  matter  of  insuring  the 
preservation  of  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  while  we 
would  not  favor  the  consolidation  of  the  offices  of  Adjutant-General 
and  Quartermaster-General,  we  would  respectinlly  recommend  that 
the  Quartermaster-General  be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  to  make  the  office  of  **  Custodian  of  Records" 
permanent,  under  such  regulations  and  upon  such  terms  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  the  incumbent  thereof  to  be  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  L.  Carr, 
Nathan  Bickford, 
Dan'l  R.  Ballou, 

Committee. 

Philadelphia,  August  8,  1896. 
Irrin  Robbtntty  Adj atanl- General : 

Ck)MRADE— Enclosed  herewith  is  report  of  Comrade  J.  Henry  Hol- 
comb,  Custodian  of  Records. 

We  have  read  the  report,  and,  from  personal  knowledge  of  the  work, 
can  certify  to  its  correctness. 

The  fact  that  the  records  are  now  accessible  should  be  a  source  of 
great  gratification  to  every  comrade.  Until  now  no  man  knew  what  rec- 
ords we  had  or  where  they  were. 

The  work  of  the  Custodian  is  worthy  of  commendation,  and  its  contin- 
uance is  practically  a  necessity. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

James  F.  Morrison, 
J.  W.  Vanderslice, 
Samuel  P.  Town, 
Survey  Committee  of  National  Records. 
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Office  of  the  Custodian  of  Records, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Fifth  and  Chestnut  Streets. 

Philadelphia,  August  8,  1896. 
Irvin  RobbinSy  Adjutant-  General^  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic : 

Comrade — I  have  the  houor  to  submit  the  following  as  my 
report  for  the  period  commencing  with  the  date  of  my  appoint- 
ment, January  20,  1896,  and  ending  at  this  date. 

Upon  reporting  to  Past  Com raander-in  Chief  Robert  B.  Beath, 
as  ordered,  I  found  that  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  had  as- 
signed rooms  for  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
in  a  part  of  the  building  in  Independence  Square,  formerly  occu- 
pied as  the  City  Hall,  which  the  City  Council  granted  to  the  De- 
partment of  Pennsylvania  for  its  headquarters. 

These  rooms  are  carpeted  and  furnished  and  fully  equipped 
with  modem  appliances,  electric  and  gas  lighting,  steam  heating, 
long  distance  and  local  telephone,  messenger  service,  closets  and 
lavatory,  and  every  room,  closet  and  stairway,  from  cellar  to  roof, 
has  an  improved  automatic  fire-alarm  system  connected  with  the 
city  fire  department,  and  are  now  occupied  as  headquarters  De- 
partment of  Pennsylvania. 

The  meetings  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home 
at  Erie  are  held  here ;  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Soldiers' 
Orphans'  School  Commission  is  here,  and  here  the  many  survivors' 
associations  of  regiments,  batteries  and  men-of-war  hold  their 
meetings,  so  that  the  surroundings  are  fully  in  keeping  with  the 
objects  of  our  great  organization. 

In  the  process  of  the  restoration  of  Independence  Square  to 
its  original  condition  a  part  of  one  room  is  now  being  remodeled, 
but  when  alterations  are  completed  there  will  be  more  than  ample 
room  for  the  archives  of  the  Grand  Army,  with  tlie  full  assurance 
of  our  occupancy  for  all  time. 

After  purchasing  the  necessary  office  fixtures  and  supplies,  a 
list  of  if^hich  is  appended  hereto,  marked  Exhibit  A,  amounting  to 
$150.17,  I  proceeded  to  unpack  and  assort  the  papers  and  docu- 
ments in  the  39  cases  shipped  here  from  Boston.     As  will  appear 
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from  the  memorandum  on  page  82c  of  the  Journal  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  National  Encampment,  there  were  no  records  or  correspond- 
ence antedating  1880,  and  I  therefore  commenced  with  the  corres- 
pondence of  that  date  and  proceeded  to  assort  and  properly  file  it 
by  Departments  in  regular  filing  cases.  The  National  Board  of 
Survey  on  books,  papers,  records  and  archives  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic — James  F.  Morrison,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
Department  of  Pennsylvania,  Chairman;  John  M.  Vanderslice, 
Past  Department  Commander  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Samuel  P. 
Town,  formerly  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania— upon  examining  the  correspondence,  directed  that  all  of 
it  be  filed,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  I  have  so  far  taken 
from  their  original  files,  unfolded,  read  and  re-filed  in  their  proper 
places  about  35,000  letters  embraced  in  the  years  from  1880  to 
1891.  The  letters  received  at  National  Headquarters  in  1885 
amounted  to  7,000,  the  other  years  averaging  about  3,000. 

I  have  assorted  and  placed  in  the  bookcase  for  reference,  as 
complete  files  of  the  Journals  of  the  National  and  Department  En- 
campments, Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,and 
Sons  of  Veterans,  both  National  and  Department,  as  it  is  possible 
to  do  with  the  material  on  hand,  and  I  append  a  schedule  marked 
Exhibit  B,  showing  the  number  of  copies  of  each  on  hand  at  this 
date ;  in  addition  to  which  a  large  number  have  been  sent  out  to 
Departments  to  complete  their  files. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  sent  to  each  Department  by  the  Adjutant- 
General,  asking  for  copies  of  Department  Journals  not  on  file  here, 
several  responses  have  been  received,  with  all  the  Journals  that 
could  be  secured,  and  in  return  for  this  I  have  been  able  to  send 
to  them  extra  copies  both  of  National  and  their  own  Department 
Journals  that  had  accumulated  with  the  National  Archives. 

In  taking  hold  of  this  work  I  fully  appreciated  the  fact  that 
the  records  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  would  eventually 
have  to  be  left  as  a  priceless  legacy  when  the  Grand  Army  has 
passed  away,  and  therefore  I  have  tried  to  work  on  lines  that  would 
secure  as  nearly  as  possible  complete  files  of  both  National  and  De- 
partment Journals,  which  will  give  in  a  concise  form  a  short  history 
of  the  organization. 

In  this  work  I  have  received  the  hearty  co-operation  of  your- 
self and  the  Committee  in  charge  of  the  work,  and  am  under  many 
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obligatioDS  to  the  officers  at  Headquarters,  Department  of  Penn- 
sjlvaDia,  for  their  aid,  as  well  as  to  many  comrades  throughout 
the  couDtry  who  have  shown  an  interest  in  the  work,  and  particu- 
larly to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Robert  B.  Beath,  who  turned 
over  to  this  office  his  entire  collection  of  Department  Journals  and 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  National  Journals,  consisting  of  thirty-six 
.large  volumes  in  uniform  binding  and  many  single  copies— a  col- 
lection that  it  would  be  impossible  to  duplicate  at  this  time. 
Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

J.  Henry  Holcomb, 
Oustodian  of  Records. 

Comrade  Olin  of  Massachusetts :  It  is  discovered  that  the 
present  edition  of  the  service  book  is  almost  wholly  exhausted,  that 
we  have  enough  to  last  only  two  or  three  months,  that  it  will  be 
absolutely  necessary  within  two  or  three  months  to  print  a  new 
edition,  and  therefore  this  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Revision 
of  the  Service  Book  comes  in  exactly  the  nick  of  time. 

The  Inspector-Oeneral  has  made  a  recommendation  which  this 
Encampment  has  instructed  the  council  to  incorporate  in  the  ser- 
vice book.  I  now  move  that  the  vote  by  which  we  referred  that 
matter  to  the  next  Encampment  be  reconsidered.  If  that  prevails, 
I  shall  then  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Administra- 
tion with  instructions  to  print  a  new  edition  of  the  service  book, 
embodying  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee  on  Revision. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Comrade  Olin :  I  move  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  in- 
coming Council  of  Administration,  with  instructions  to  print  the 
services  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee  on 
Revision,  if  they  approve  of  them. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions,  through  Comrade  Palmer,  its 
Chairman,  presented  its  report.  Each  subject  by  the  Committee 
was  acted  upon  separately  by  the  Encampment,  and  the  report  of 
the  Committee  was  concurred  in,  except  as  otherwise  noted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  had  presented  to  it  several  resolutions  in  refer- 
ence to  the  utterances  of  Dr.  Eliot,  at  Harvard,  and  offer  the 
following  substitute  for  all  of  them. 
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Your  Committee  has  considered  the  several  resolutions  submit- 
ted with  respect  to  the  recent  utterances  of  Dr.  Eliot,  of  Harvard 
University,  relative  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
respectfully  report  that  while  they  emphatically  condemn  such  un- 
worthy and  untruthful  statements,  they  would  not  dignify  them  by 
any  formal  resolutions  of  condemnation ;  but,  in  considering  this 
matter,  we  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  connect  the 
utterance  of  the  President  with  the  institution  over  which  he  pre- 
sides. 

The  Department  of  Colorado  refers  to  the  National  Encamp- 
ment an  appeal  from  the  ladies  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic. The  Committee  recommends  that  this  matter  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  Commander-in  Chief. 

The  Department  of  Missouri  presents  for  favorable  considera- 
tion a  proposed  celebration  of  the  36th  anniversary  of  the  battle  of 
Wilson's  Creek,  at  or  near  that  place,  on  the  10th  of  August,  1897, 
by  a  reunion,  and  bespeaking  the  support  of  the  National  Encamp- 
ment. Your  Committee  approve  the  meeting  of  Union  soldiers 
upon  every  proper  occasion,  and  commend  this  anniversary  as  a 
proper  time  and  place  for  such  meeting. 

As  to  an  application  from  a  comrade  in  the  Department  of  the 
Potomac,  asking  for  financial  assistance  to  prosecute  a  claim  before 
one  of  the  courts,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  request  be 
rejected. 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution of  the  Department  Encampment  of  New  York,  as  the  sense 
of  this  Encampment: 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Resdvedf  That  this  Encampment  heartily  approves  the  bill  giving 
preference  to  capable  and  worthy  veteran  union  soldiers  and  sailors  for 
appointment  to  positions  under  the  United  States  Government,  as  intro- 
duced by  Comrade  Philip  B.  Ix)w,  of  the  Fourteenth  Con^n'essional  District 
of  this  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  the  delegates  from 
the  Department  of  New  York  to  the  National  Encampment  be  instructed 
to  urge  the  approval  of  the  same  thereat. 

The  above  was  unanimously  adopted  at  the  Thirtieth  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Department  of  New  York,  Q.  A.  R.,  held  in 
the  City  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  May  19  and  20,  1896. 

P.  J.  O'Connor, 
A.  A.  Gaul. 
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We  recomroeDd  the  adoption  of  the  following : 

Whbbeas,  In  all  probability,  Major-Greneral  Nelson  A.  Miles  is  the 
last  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  who  will  ever  be  advanced  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  Army ;  and 

Whereas,  We,  his  old  associates  and  comrades  in  arms,  esteem  him 
eminently  worthy  to  receive  the  highest  titie  that  can  be  conferred  upon 
any  military  leader,  be  it,  therefore, 

Besolvedf  That  it  is  our  unanimous  opinion  that  the  title  of  Lieutenant- 
General  should  be  conferred  upon  Major-Qeneral  Nelson  A.  Miles,  and  that 
we  respectfully  urge  upon  Congress  the  justice  and  propriety  of  this  action. 

Ab  to  the  following  resolution  from  the  Department  of  Massa- 
chusetts, we  recommend  that  it  be  not  adopted,  deeming  it  inex- 
pedient at  this  time  to  press  this  matter  upon  Congress : 

Itesoivedf  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Department  a  memorial  build- 
ing should  be  erected  at  the  Capital  of  the  Nation  in  which  may  be  gathered 
and  forever  preserved  the  records,  relics  and  other  property  of  historical 
interest  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  other  organizations  of 
veterans  when  these  organizations  shall  cease  to  exist.  Such  building  also 
to  be  a  receptacle  for  works  of  art  commemorating  events  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  and  the  heroes  of  that  struggle.  And  the  delegates  from  this 
Department  are  hereby  instructed  to  present  this  matter  to  the  National 
£ncampment  and  to  urge  immediate  and  energetic  action  thereon. 

We  report  adversely  upon  the  following  resolution : 

Whebeas,  Time  runs  against  the  ex-Confederate  soldier  as  well  as 
against  the  ex-Union  soldier,  and  because  of  wounds  received  in  battle, 
many  hundreds  of  them  are  now  objects  of  charity  and  compelled  to  seek 
shelter  in  the  various  poor  houses  of  the  country,  and 

Whebeas,  We  recognize  a  wide  diflference  between  men  who  are  in 
their  old  age  compelled  to  beg  or  starve  because  of  wounds  received  in 
battle,  and  men  who  become  paupers  in  the  evening  of  their  lives  because 
of  shiftlessness  and  dissipation,  and 

Whebeas,  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  if  occasion  should  again  require 
the  enlistment  of  volunteer  soldiers  for  the  defense  of  the  nation,  the  sons 
of  the  ex-Confederate  soldiers  would  be  found  marching  side  by  side  with 
the  sons  of  the  ex-Union  soldiers,  offering  their  lives  for  the  defense  of  the 
Republic,  and  realizing  that  peace  prevails  and  good  feeling  exists  among 
all  the  people  of  the  nation,  but  that  many  wounded  ex-Confederate  soldiers 
are  suffering  now  for  want  of  food  and  shelter,  and  whose  sufferings  will  in 
the  future  be  still  greater  as  old  age  and  want  closes  upon  them,  unless  some 
adequate  provision  be  made  by  the  nation  for  their  relief  at  national  ex- 
pense; therefore,  be  it 

ReJiolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  our 
Thirteenth  Annual  Encampment  assembled,  do  hereby  petition  the  Congress 
13— G.  A.  R. 
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of  the  United  States  to  provide  in  some  one  of  the  Southern  States  a 
•'Soldiers'  Home"  by  such  means  as  to  Congress  shall  deem  best  where  ex- 
Confederate  wounded  soldiers  who  have  no  means  of  support,  may  in  their 
old  age  be  cared  for  and  furnished  food  and  shelter  at  the  nation's  expense, 
and  thereby  save  them  the  suffering  and  humiliation  of  being  classed  and 
treated  as  common  paupers. 

E.  A.  Blodgett, 
Post  5,  Department  of  Illinois. 

We  report  adversely  on  the  following  resolution  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  Potomac  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  amend  the  regula- 
tions so  that  the  wives  and  widows  of  enlisted  men,  as  now  those  of  com- 
missioned officers,  may  be  buried  beside  their  husbands  in  the  National 
Cemeteries. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  presented  by  the  Department  of  Iowa,  similar  resolutions  hav- 
ing been  presented  from  other  Departments : 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  endorses  the  bill  (H.  R. 
4339)  now  pending  in  Congress  to  establish  a  National  Military  Park  to 
commemorate  the  campaign,  siege  and  defense  of  Vicksburg,  and  respect- 
fully but  earnestly  asks  that  it  be  passed  during  the  next  session  of  the 
present  Congress. 

Resolmd,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Department  Commanders  and 
other  officers  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  are  requested  to  take  such 
action  as  may  seem  best  calculated  to  urge  this  measure  upon  the  favorable 
consideration  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant-General  be,  and  is  hereby  instructed  to 
send  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  Department  Commanders  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  the  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Reed,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  to  the  Hon.  John  A.  T.  Hull,  Chairman  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

'  Department  of  Iowa,  G.  A.  R. 

In  the  matter  of  a  communication  from  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Chaplains,  tendering  sympathy  and  cordial  co  operation,  and 
wishing  the  veterans  a  full  measure  of  success,  the  Committee  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  this  assurance  be  accepted,  with  thanks,  and  in  the  spirit 
of  fraternity  with  which  it  is  offered. 

We  report  negatively  upon  the  resolution  recommending  a 
special  6.  A.  R.  paper  with  water  mark  composed  of  the  badge  and 
the  letters  6.  A.  R.  and  F.  C.  and  L. 
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We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  and 
present  with  the  same  a  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Battle 
Field  Park  Commission : 

Rtfioivedj  That  in  response  to  the  petition  of  the  municipal  authorities 
of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  presented  through  the  Honorable  W.  Seymour 
White,  its  Mayor,  the  CJommander-in-Chief  elected  by  this  Encampment, 
shall  appoint  a  committee  of  seven  members,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  in- 
vestigate the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  Battlefield  Park  (Commission 
referred  to  in  said  petition,  and  report  to  the  incoming  Council  of  Admin- 
istration and  to  the  next  Encampment,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  giving  its  aid  and  encouragement  to  the  project, 
provided  that  said  committee  shall  perform  its  duties  without  any  cost  or 
expense  to  the  Encampment.         Presented  by 

Edgar  Allan, 

Pasd  Jun.  Vtce- Com. -in- Chief. 

Fredericksburg,  Va.,  August  29,  1896. 
To  the  Commander-in' Chief  and  Members  of  the  30th  Annual  Encampment  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic: 
The  city  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  through  its  municipal  authorities  and 
the  Battlefield  Park  Commission  of  the  counties  of  Spottsylvania,  Orange, 
Stafford,  and  the  city  of  Fredericksburg,  respectfully  petition  your  organ- 
ization for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  proper  in  the  premises,  looking 
to  the  establiphment  of  a  National  Battlefield  Park  at  or  near  the  city  of 
Fredericksburg,  on  the  great  battlefields  in  that  section,  where  so  many  of 
your  comrades  now  lie  buried,  and  where  so  many  of  those  still  living  won 
an  imperishable  renown.  The  Battlefield  Park  Commission  and  the  city 
of  Fredericksburg  ask  at  the  hands  of  your  body  such  cooperation  and  sup- 
port in  this  work  as  may  be  deemed  proper  by  your  Organization,  and  have 
taken  the  liberty  to  set  forth  the  objects  and  purposes  of  this  movement  in 
a  pamphlet  which  has  been  distributed  to  your  members. 
Respectfully, 

W.  Seymour  White, 

Mayor  of  Frederiehhurg^  and  Chairman 
of  the  Battlefield  Park  Commission. 

We  recommend  that  the  following  resolution  be  not  adopted, 
because  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  in  the  courts  as  to  the  va- 
lidity of  the  proposed  legislation  : 

Resolved,  That  Chapter  222  of  the  laws  of  1895  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  providing  for  the  purchase  of  flags  for  the  use  of  schools,  is  one 
worthy  of  national  endorsement,  and  the  delegates  to  the  National  Encamp- 
ment are  instructed  to  recommend  that  similar  laws  be  passed  in  each  State 
and  territory  in  the  Union. 
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Comrade  Monfort  of  Ohio  moved  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Council  of  Administration  to  report  to  the  next  En- 
campment. 

Comrade  Druckemiller  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  different  Departments. 

Comrade  Given  of  Iowa:  I  desire  to  enquire  whether  we 
understand  correctly  that  any  of  the  courts  of  this  country  have 
held  that  a  statute  requiring  the  national  flag  to  be  placed  upon  the 
public  school  buildings  is  unconstitutional?     (Voices,  yes.) 

Comrade  Qiven:  I  favor  the  motion  made,  now,  for  I  am 
proud  to  stand  before  you  as  a  soldier  from  a  State  that  holds  such 
a  law  to  be  more  than  constitutional,  a  State  where  floats  on  the 
dome  of  every  little  white  school  house  within  its  borders  upon 
every  national  holiday  the  banner  of  Old  Glory. 

Comrade  Palmer :  There  was  no  division  of  sentiment.  It 
was  only  a  question  of  propriety.  I  think  the* proposition  to  refer 
this  matter  to  the  several  Departments  will  be  satisfEictory  to  the 
Committee. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Comrade  Druckemiller  prevailed. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution.  Electrotype  plates  may  be  obtained  through  the 
Quartermaster's  Department,  and  no  others  should  be  used. 

Whebeas,  Many  Posts  and  Departments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public are  using  cuts  of  badges  on  their  official  stationery,  which  do  not 
represent  the  official  badge  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolvedy  That  all  Posts  and  Departments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  all  committees  of  National  Encampments  should  use  only 
the  official  cuts  represented  on  the  fourth  page  of  the  cover  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  of  the  Department  of  California,  and  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief take  such  action  as  he  may  approve  to  carry  the 
purposes  of  the  resolution  into  effect : 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  August  21,  1896. 
To  Committee  on  Resolutions^ 

30th  National  En^ampmenJ^  0.  A,  i2.,  St.  Pa?//,  Minn.  : 
Comrades— I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  adopted  by  the  29th  Annual  Encampment  of  this  Department, 
held  at  Santa  Cruz,  April  22-24,  1896  : 
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*' Whebeas,  This  Encampment  has  approved  the  suggestion  of  the  De- 
partment Commander  in  regard  to  making  the  reading  of  Lincoln's  Gettys- 
burg Address  a  special  feature  of  Memorial  Day  exercises  in  this  Depart- 
ment ;  now,  therefore  be  it 

^^Besoived,  That  thb  Encampment  urge  upon  the  National  Encampment 
such  legislation  or  action  as  will  tend  to  make  the  reading  of  Lincoln's  Get- 
tysburg Address  a  special  feature  of  all  Memorial  Day  celebrations  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic." 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

Geo.  H.  Robinson, 

AssU  AdjL'OenH, 

We  recommend  that  the  resolutions  of  Scott  Post,  No.  49,  De- 
partment of  Colorado,  that  Department  Commanders  be  requested 
to  make  honorable  mention  of,  on  all  proper  occasions,  and  ask  co- 
operation of  Posts  with  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  be  referred 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  his  consideration. 

We  present  the  report  of  the  President  of  the  Memorial  Build- 
ing Association  at  Decatur,  Illinois,  and  recommend  that  the  mat- 
ter be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Administration. 

Decatuk,  III.,  August  19,  1896. 
Irvin  Robbins,  Adjutant-Oeneraly  G.  A,  R. ,  Indianapolia,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir  and  Comrade:  Absence  from  home  delayed  my 
answer  to  yours  of  the  15th  inst.  At  mj  urgent  request,  Comrade 
Hays,  Treasurer,  prepared  his  report,  which,  though  not  in  the 
form  I  would  like,  I  hand  you,  rather  than  delay  for  revision.  It 
shows : 

Total  collections $5,022  55 

Expenditures 3.700  45 

Balance  on  hand $1,322  10 

Former  reports,  which  are  doubtless  at  your  command,  show 
that  our  work  was  mammoth  for  so  small  a  return.  To  reach  all 
the  Posts  in  the  United  States,  and  hosts  of  comrades  repeatedly, 
was  necessarily  attended  with  a  heavy  outlay  of  money.  The 
greatest  economy  was  exercised,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  apparent 
that  the  results  did  not  warrant,  all  further  expenses  were  stopped. 
It  has  been  evident  that  the  enterprise  would  prove  a  failure,  if  we 
had  to  rely  on  present  method.  It  is  Impossible  to  secure  the 
voluntary  efforts  of  Post  officials  in  soliciting  contributions,  and  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  reach  the  comrades  personally.     The 
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income  from  such  an  effort  would  not  cover  the  outlay.  Only  a 
mandatory  action  on  the  part  of  the  Encampment,  or  special  assess- 
ment of  a  small  amount,  covering  a  term  of  years,  would  accomplish 
the  result. 

Comrade  Hays  states  that  numerous  Posts  report  money  on 
hand  for  the  Memorial  Hall,  and  asking  for  advice,  and  he  told  the 
Posts  to  hold  for  further  orders. 

Passing  years,  with  Post  halls  all  over  the  country  closing, 
only  emphasize  the  necessity  and  wisdom  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  establishing  a  Memorial  Hall.  That  it  should  be 
erected  at  the  place  of  the  birth  of  the  Order,  is  eminently  fitting. 
We  had  addressed  our  efforts  to  having  the  contributions  made  by 
the  Posts  and  comrades  on  the  25th  anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  the  Order,  but  Commander-in-Chief  Veazey,  unfortunately,  in  his 
General  Order  assembling  the  Posts  for  special  services  on  Anni- 
versary night,  ordered  that  there  be  no  collections  taken.  This 
negatived  all  that  we  had  done,  and  our  efforts  and  heavy  expen- 
diture of  money  were  virtually  brought  to  naught.  I  hand  you 
copies  of  circulars  sent  out,  so  you  and  the  Commander-in-Chief 
may  catch  the  spirit  that  actuated  the  movement  and  Committee 
in  charge. 

Query — What  shall  we  do?    Shall  the  enterprise  fail? 

Our  desire  is  so  great  for  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  that 
I  feel  I  utter  the  sentiment  of  every  member  of  the  Organization, 
and  of  every  member  of  the  local  Post,  in  saying  that  Decatur  will 
willingly  forego  any  claim  on  her  part,  if  by  so  doing,  the  hall  can 
be  erected  elsewhere.  What  we  ask  is,  that  if  possible  the  Me- 
morial to  the  Order  we  so  love  may  be  erected  during  the  life  of 
the  G.  A.  R. ,  so  that  loving  hands  may  assemble  and  place  the 
treasures  so  prized  by  the  living  soldier.  Year  by  year,  valuable 
historic  matter  is  being  lost.  We  are  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
Encampment,  ready  to  do  their  bidding. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

JoBiAH  M.  Clokey, 

Frmdent 
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We  reoomznend  the  adoption  of  the  following  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wisconsin : 

Rewlved,  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  emphatically  in 
favor  of  such  Congressional  legislation  as  will  effectually  protect  and  guard 
our  National  Flag  and  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  the  United  States  from  im- 
proper use;  and  Congress  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  enact  a  law 
providing  substantially  that  any  person  or  persons,  company  or  corporation, 
using  such  flag  or  coat  of  arms,'  or  any  pattern,  imitation  or  representation 
thereof,  either  by  printing  thereon,  painting  thereon,  or  attaching  to  the 
same,  any  advertisements  for  public  display  or  distribution  for  private 
gain,  or  as  a  trade-mark,  advertising  device  or  label,  or  in  connection  with 
any  advertisement  for  private  gain,  or  for  any  political  or  partisan  pur- 
pose or  purposes,  or  for  any  object  not  patriotic  in  its  nature,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  be  fined  in  any  sum 
not  exceeding  $1,000,  nor  less  than  $100,  or  be  imprisoned  for  a  term  n(»t 
exceeding  one  hundred  days,  nor  less  than  ten  days,  or  be  subjected  to  both 
such  fine  and  imprisonment,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Circuit  or  District 
(-ourt  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  in  which  the  offense  may  have 
been  committed. 

R&^olved^  further,  That  an  authenticated  copy  of  these  resolutions  be 
transmitted  to  the  Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Honorable 
S|)eaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following,  introduced  by 
C.  F.  Gooding  of  Illinois : 

Whereas,  The  Government  in  acquiring  the  three  greatest  battlefields 
of  the  Civil  War,  Shiloh,  Chickamauga,  and  Gettysburg,  for  military 
parks,  to  remain  forever  object  lessons  of  American  courage  and  valor  on 
the  part  of  the  Soldier  of  the  Republic,  did  a  most  commendable  act. 
Patriotism,  however,  knows  no  distinction,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved  by  the  Thirtieth  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Ai'my  of  the  Republic, 
assembled  ai  St,  Pant,  Minnesota:  That  Congress  be  respectfully  memorialized 
to  honor  the  Naval  Service,  also,  by  authorizing  such  sum  of  money  as  may 
be  necessary  to  repair  and  maintain  the  United  States  Frigate  C'Onstitut ion 
(Old  Ironsides)  and  the  United  States  Sloop  of  War  Hartford,  as  object 
lessons  of  the  valor  of  the  American  Sailor. 

We  recommend  that  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the  Department  of  Ken- 
tucky, that  a  National  Soldiers'  Home  be  established  south  of  the 
Ohio  River,  and  recommending  that  the  native  home  of  President 
Lincoln  be  purchased  for  that  purpose,  be  approved. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions  introduced  by  Comrade  Ell  Torrance  of  Minnepota  : 
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Whereas,  The  early  history  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  of 
special  interest  and  increasing  value  to  the  surviving  members  of  the 
Order,  and  the  proceedings  of  many  of  the  earlier  National  Encampments 
can  not  be  procured  for  the  reason  that  the  copies  published  were  limited 
in  number,  and  are  now  out  of  print;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  incoming 
Commander-in-Chief,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  necessity 
and  extent  of  the  publication  of  the  earlier  records  of  the  National  En- 
campments, including  General  Orders,  and  ascertain  the  cost  of  repub- 
lication. 

Resolved  further,  That  if  this  sum  shall  be  deemed,  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  Council  of  Administration,  too  large  to  be  borne  by  the 
National  Encampment,  that  they  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  Council  of  Administration  arrange  for  publication  thereof  by 
subscription  at  the  net  cost  of  publishing  and  delivering  the  same. 

On  the  communication  from  the  Louisiana  Division,  Daughters 
of  1776  and  1812,  asking  this  Encampment  to  pa9s  a  resolution 
recommending  an  appropriation  by  Congress  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  ($25,000)  to  complete  a  monument  on  the  ground  where  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans  was  fought,  we  recommend  that  the  matter 
be  indefinitely  postponed,  as  it  does  not  come  withim  the  purview 
of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Comrade  Hopkins,  of  Michigan,  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  moved  its  adoption,  stating  that  it  had  been  prepared 
by  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Beath : 

Resolved,  That  unless  satisfactory  guarantees  of  railroad  rates  to  the 
place  selected  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  National  Encampment  not  ex- 
ceeding a  rate  of  one  cent  a  mile  with  a  reasonable  time-limit  to  tickets 
prior  to  and  succeeding  the  dates  assigned  to  the  meeting ;  and  a  similar 
satisfactory  guarantee  as  to  hotel  rates  and  accommodations  be  filed  with 
the  Commander-in-Chief  not  later  than  February  1,  then  the  National 
Council  of  Administration  is  instructed  to  locate  the  Encampment  at  such 
other  place  of  convenient  access  as  offers  most  favorable  rates;  or  the 
Commander-in-Chief  shall  by  General  Orders  recommend  that  the  parade 
and  other  features  tending  to  draw  such  large  numbers  be  dispensed  with, 
and  arrangements  be  made  only  for  the  attendance  of  members  of  the 
National  Encampment. 

Comrade  Derby  of  Massachusetts :  I  would  move  to  add  to 
that  resolution  that  the  tickets  which  are  issued  to  us  receive  the 
same  privileges  that  regular  tickets  have.  We  are  here  to-day  on 
a  ticket  which  is  good  for  thirty  days  if  we  get  it  extended,  but 
when  we  start]^for  home'we  have  got  to  be  in  Boston  four  days 
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afterwards,  and  the  thirty  days  doesn't  amount  to  a  tinker^s  com- 
mission. We  understand  the  thirty  days  limit  means  thirty  days 
to  get  home,  wherever  we  are. 

Comrade  Kennedy  of  Colorado :  The  object  of  that  provision 
is  to  prevent  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  straggling  on  their 
homeward  march. 

Comrade  Brown  of  North  Dakota :  We  are  west  of  8t.  Paul. 
We  never  have  yet  had  a  cent  a  mile.  I  want  to  make  a  suggestion 
to  the  Committee  on  Transportation  that  they  do  not  leave  us  out. 
We  have  got  some  good  men  there,  and  a  dollar  to  them  is  more 
than  five  in  New  England.     We  want  a  cent  a  mile. 

Commander-in-Chief:  The  question  is  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  amended  by  the  comrade  from  Massachusetts.  All  in 
favor  will  say  **  Aye  " ;  all  opposed  will  say  **  No." 

The  resolution  was  declared  adopted. 

The  amendment  proposed  was  sent  to  the  Adjutant-General  in 
writing,  as  follows:  **  With  suitable  stop-over  privileges  at  coupon 
points.'' 

ELECnOK. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Johnson  nominating  speeches  were 
limited  to  five  minutes,  and  seconding  speeches  to  one  minute. 

The  roll  was  called  for  nominations. 

Comrade  George  A.  Newman  of  Iowa :  The  Department  of 
Iowa  came  here  with  a  candidate  for  Commander-in-Chief.  I  fear 
that  in  our  partiality  for  him  we  did  not  take  him  sufficiently  into 
our  confidence,  but  in  Iowa  we  love  him  and  we  feel  that  he  is  as 
large  a  man  in  heart  and  brain  as  there  is  in  this  Encampment. 
We  have  honored  him  to  the  limit,  we  can  not  go  any  further,  and 
we  felt  that  we  should  come  up  to  this  great  National  Encampment 
and  ask  you  to  do  what  we  could  not.  Circumstances  have  oc- 
curred since  we  have  been  here  that  have  caused  us  to  decide  not 
to  present  his  name.  It  is  due  you,  and  I  feel  it  is  due  him,  that 
he  be  allowed  two  minutes'  time  to  give  the  reason  for  our  with- 
drawing his  name.     I  ask  you  to  listen  to  him. 

Comrade  Given:  Comrades,  this  is  an  indulgence  which  I 
could  hardly  expect.  I  came  here  with  my  heart  set  on  holding 
the  dignified  position  that  you,  Commander-in-Chief,  now  hold.  I 
sat  and  listened  to  the  reading  of  your  most  eloquent  address 
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yesterday  morning.  I  became  convinced  that  with  my  official  en- 
gagements as  a  Justice  on  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Iowa,  I  could  not 
give  to  the  position  of  Commander-in-Chief  the  time  and  attention 
that  it  would  require,  and  at  once  said  to  the  delegation  from  Iowa, 
**Comrade8,  you  must  excuse  me,  I  must  not  disappoint  the  Grand 
Army,  and  I  must  not  ask  for  a  position  that  I  have  not  the  time 

to  mi.'' 

Permit  me  to  add  that  I  am  grateful  to  the  kind  friends  that 
have  gathered  about  me  and  given  me  expressions  of  confidence. 
And  now,  ready  to  join  with  you  in  the  selection  of  one  to  preside 
over  us,  I  thank  you  for  this  indulgence. 

Comrade  M.  L.  Hay  ward  of  Nebraska:  In  Nebraska  we 
have  gathered  from  every  State  eighteen  thousand  soldiers.  At 
the  Annual  Encampment  last  winter,  of  delegates  representing  those 
soldiers,  the  delegates  to  this  Encampment  were  commanded  to 
present  to  you,  for  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  organization,  our 
comrade.  Major  Clarkson,  of  Nebraska.  He  was  born  upon  the 
ground  which  was  the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg,  he  enlisted  in  Illi- 
nois at  the  first  call  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  later  he  raised  a  regiment 
in  Arkansas,  and  fought  until  the  last  gun  was  fired.  Then  he 
came  to  us.  For  twenty  years  we  have  found  him  an  earnest, 
honest,  faithful,  constant  worker  in  the  Grand  Army  He  has 
never  missed  an  encampment  or  reunion  in  Nebraska.  For  twelve 
years  he  has  not  missed  one  of  your  encampments.  We  have  en- 
trusted him  with  high  positions  and  found  him  capable  and  prompt 
and  he  is  able  to  manage  the  business  aflfairs  of  this  Encampment. 
Comrades  from  the  old  States,  you  outnumber  uh,  but  we  come  to 
you  asking  justice.  The  comrade  from  Colorado  told  you  yester- 
day that  with  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  membership,  we  have 
had  but  two  per  cent,  of  the  commanders  and  three  per  cent,  of 
the  encampments.  That  is  not  right.  Comrades  from  Buflfalo,  do 
not  think  we  voted  for  your  city  because  it  was  fairer  than  the  City 
of  the  Mountains  You  know  you  have  no  attractions  like  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  you  can  entertain  us  no  better  than  Denver,  but 
we  could  not  refuse  you  when  you  as^ked  us  to  go  back  home. 
You  can  not  tell  how  we,  who  went  out  from  the  old  home  to  con- 
quer an  empire,  feel  when  we  come  into  these  doors  and  look  at  the 
banners  bearing  the  names  of  the  States  which  were  our  homes. 
How  can  you  allow  the  banner  of  New  York  to  be  down?     Wliy 
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don't  you  put  it  up  ?  (The  banner  of  New  York  had  been  taken 
from  its  place  on  the  floor.) 

Comrade  from  New  York :     Some  of  jou  jayhawkers  stole  it. 

Comrade  Hay  ward:  Stole  it!  Born  and  brought  up  with 
you  in  New  York,  do  you  think  we  would  steal?  We  ask  you 
as  comrades  and  as  brothers  to  do  us  this  act  of  justice  and  elect 
Comrade  Clarkson,  and  you  will  have  an  efficient  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Comrade  Darte  of  Pennsylvania :  In  behalf  of  old  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  almost  40,000  Grand  Army  men  on  her  rolls,  with 
forty  delegates  here  answering  for  duty,  we  come  before  you  and 
ask  your  votes  for  a  man  who  sprung  from  the  hallowed  soil  of 
Gettysburg.  We  believe  that  a  man  who  came  from  that  field  can 
not  fail  to  do  his  duty  here  and  hereafter  as  this  man  has  done  in 
the  past.  In  behalf  of  Pennsylvania,  I  second  the  nomination  of 
Clarkson  of  Nebraska,  for  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Sexton  of  Illinois :  I  desire  on  behalf  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  delegation  from  Illinois  to  second  the  nomination  of 
Comrade  T.  S.  Clarkson  of  Nebraska.  We  think  we  have  even  a 
greater  claim  upon  him  than  his  native  State,  for  he  began  his 
patriotic  career  in  an  Illinois  battery  at  the  first  call  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  by  his  faithfulness,  fidelity  and  courage  he  climbed 
the  slippery  ladder  of  fame  until  he  commanded  a  large  battalion 
in  the  field,  and  Illinois,  being  proud  of  his  record  as  a  soldier, 
takes  pleasure  in  seconding  his  nomination. 

Comrade  Cogswell  of  New  Hampshire :  Commander-in-Chief 
and  comrades,  I  desire  in  behalf  of  the  Department  of  New 
Hampshire  to  present  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  this  En- 
campment, the  name  of  a  comrade  well-known,  not  only  in  New 
England,  but  to  many  of  the  comrades  throughout  the  country,  a 
comrade  who  served  and  did  his  duty  well  in  the  line  and  in  the 
spot  assigned  him.  Although  his  soldier  record  did  not  allow  him 
to  wear  the  shoulder  straps  of  a  General  or  even  a  Captain,  yet,  in 
his  line  he  did  his  duty  well.  He  was  a  musician,  but  at  a  recon- 
noissance  in  South  Carolina,  he  threw  away  the  bugle  and  for  six 
days  shouldered  a  musket.  He  has  been  for  twenty-five  years  an 
active  Grand  Army  man.  He  has  held  all  the  positions  in  the 
Department  of  New  Hampshire.  He  has  been  honored  in  this 
Encampment  by  service  on  various  committees.     He  waB  for  many 
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years  on  the  Committee  on  Pensiono.  In  1887,  at  St.  Louis,  he  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Encampment  for  the  office  of 
Junior  Vice- Commander-in-Chief.  As  a  citizen,  although  not 
native  born,  by  his  own  efforts,  not  having  the  advantage  of  a 
college  education,  he  received  from  grand  old  Dartmouth  an  hon- 
orary degree.  Our  candidate  graduated  from  that  wonderful  school 
in  New  England— the  cotton  mill.  In  civil  life  he  has  held  many 
offices.  At  the  present  time,  and  for  six  years  past,  he  has  been 
Insurance  Commissioner.  Everybody  loves  him  that  knows  him. 
I  present,  for  your  favorable  consideration,  the  name  of  Comrade 
John  C.  Linehan  of  New  Hampshire. 

Comrade  Tanner  of  New  York  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  dele- 
gation from  New  York  to  second  the  nomination  of  John  C.  Line- 
han of  New  Hampshire.  It  is  pleasant  to  obey  that  instruction. 
The  old  timeri  of  the  Grand  Army  know  him  as  one  of  God's  no- 
blemen. He  is  a  man  whose  Americanism  is  as  broad  as  the  con- 
tinent, a  man  with  a  devotion  to  the  best  institutions  of  American 
life ;  a  man  who  has  been  one  of  the  wheel  horses  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  who  stood  by  it  when  it  was  in  its  infancy, 
and  who  has  seen  it  grow  to  its  grand  proportions  of  to-day.  For- 
tunately we  have  no  chance  to  make  a  mistake,  but  I  say  to  the 
comrades  here  that  this  man  I  know  through  and  through.  I  have 
traveled  thousands  of  miles  with  him  to  and  fro  to  these  conven- 
tions in  the  twenty-nine  years  of  my  Grand  Army  life,  and  I -know 
that  his  heart  beats  single  to  the  good  of  our  cause,  and  I  know  of 
his  great  work  on  that  Pension  Committee  where  so  much  work  has 
been  done.  Put  the  badge  of  Commander-in-Chief  on  his  breast 
and  you  will  find  that  he  is  no  stranger  to  the  land  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  that  he  has  traveled  there  time  out  of  mind  to  meet  the 
comrades  in  their  own  homes  and  will  do  it  again. 

Comrade  Brown  of  North  Dakota :  North  Dakota  is  the 
smallest  and  youngest  Department  except  two  in  this  country.  She 
has  never  asked  anything  from  this  Encampment,  but  she  is  here 
to-day  to  present  a  candidate  for  whom  we  ask  you  to  vote.  When 
I  name  him  you  will  know  his  history.  He  has  seen  more  years  of 
service  perhaps,  than  any  other  comrade  on  the  floor.  We  know 
he  is  a  good  man  and  a  fighter.  I  present  to  this  Encampment  the 
name  of  Richard  W.  Meade  of  New  York 
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Comrade  Winans  of  Ohio  seconds  the  nomination  of  Comrade 
Clarkson. 

Comrade  Spooner  of  Rhode  Island :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Comrades,  in  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island,  I  put 
in  nomination  as  a  candidate  for  Commander-in-Chief  Daniel  R. 
Ballon.  No  one  appreciates  more  keenly  than  I  do  the  peculiarity 
of  the  unfortunate  situation  which  presents  to  this  Encampmeut 
two  candidates  from  New  England.  It  is  no  fault  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Rhode  Island  that  that  situation  exists.  Rhode  Island 
carefully  canvassed  the  matter  of  candidacy  from  the  east  before  it 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  candidate  whose  name  I  now  present, 
to  offer  his  name  to  this  convention  for  this  high  position.  We 
sought  to  know  whether  there  was  any  other  candidate  to  be  pre- 
sented from  the  eastern  part  of  our  country.  We  had  the  assur- 
ance that  the  other  candidate  now  presented  would  not  be  in  the 
field,  and  it  was  only  after  that  that  our  candidate  would  consent  to 
the  presentation  of  his  name,  and  after  it  was  presented  it  was  im- 
possible for  us  in  honor  to  withdraw  it. 

Comrade  Ballon  was  a  young  lad,  like  the  majority  of  the 
comrades  of  this  order,  when  he  enlisted.  He  entered  as  a  private 
soldier  and  won  a  lieutenancy  by  his  service  on  the  field.  That 
service,  though  not  long,  was  important,  faithful  and  honorable 
and  somewhat  distinguished.  He  was  wounded  and  returned  to 
his  home.  Subsequently  he  was  proffered  a  commission  as  colonel 
in  one  of  our  new  regiments,  which  was  never  called  into  the  field. 
From  that  day  to  this  he  has  been  a  distinguished  citizen  in  civil 
life.  He  has  served  in  various  branches  of  our  State  and  city  gov- 
ernment. He  has  been  tendered  nomination  for  high  political 
office  in  our  State,  which  he  believed  that  he  must  decline.  He  is 
a  man  who,  in  character  and  capacity,  is  well  fitted  for  this  high 
position,  and,  without  delaying  you  further,  I  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration the  name  of  a  comrade  who,  in  Grand  Army  service,  in 
civil  life  and  in  military  life  is  the  peer  of  any  of  us,  competent  to 
fill  the  exalted  position  for  which  I  nominate  him. 

Comrade  Case  of  Tennessee  nominated  Senior  Vice-Com- 
mander-in-Chief  Hobson,  who  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  honor 
conferred  upon  him  at  Louisville  and  declined  to  be  considered  a 
candidate  this  year  for  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief. 
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Comrade  Allen  of  Virginia  and  Comrade  Walker  of  West 
Virginia,  in  behalf  of  their  respective  Departments,  seconded  the 
nomination  of  Comrade  Linehan. 

Comrade  Nevius  of  New  Jersej :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Comrades,  I  stand  before  one  of  the  grandest  bodies  of  men  that 
can  assemble,  recruited  from  the  grandest  army  that  was  ever 
marshalled  under  the  sun  of  heaven  and  the  proudest  navy  that 
ever  floated  upon  the  bosom  of  the  mighty  deep. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Department  of  New  Jersey,  in  behalf 
of  the  veterans  of  the  navy,  to  present  to  you  that  grand  man, 
who  for  forty-five  years  has  upheld  the  dignity  of  this  nation  upon 
the  high  seas,  and  who,  if  elected  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  En- 
campment, will  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  order  from  the  Atlan- 
tic to  the  Pacific,  and  give  you  an  administration  equ&l  to  that 
which  for  forty-five  years  he  has  given  upon  the  waters  which  sur- 
round us.  I  second  the  nomination,  in  behalf  of  my  State,  of  that 
superb  naval  officer,  Richard  W.  Meade. 

Comrade  Rodgers,  of  Missouri,  seconded,  on  behalf  of  bis  de- 
partment, the  nomination  of  Comrade  Clarkson. 

Comrade  Kennedy :  I  served  with  Comrade  Clarkson.  He 
was  a  good  soldier.  I  have  known  him  in  civil  life  and  I  can  as- 
sure you  that  he  has  been  a  good  citizen. 

Comrade  Meade :  Commander-in-Chief  and  my  comrades,  I 
thank  the  comrade  from  North  Dakota  most  heartily  for  placing 
me  in  nomination  as  Commander-in-Chief,  and  I  thank  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  and  its  representative  for  seconding  that  nomination. 
I  wish  to  explain  the  circumstances  under  which  my  name  is  here. 
Two  months  ago  I  received  a  notification  from  the  post  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  command  that  they  desired  to  place  my  name  in 
nomination.  Would  I  accept?  I  said  that  I  would  not  move  one 
step  myself  for  any  office  in  the  Grand  Army,  that  when  I  stepped 
down  from  my  position  as  an  Admiral  in  the  Navy  and  at  the  head 
of  the  Navy,  I  desired  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  private  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  I  consider  my  position  here  as  a 
private  equal  to  any  office  you  could  confer  upon  me.  I  came  six 
thousand  miles  to  answer  to  the  call  of  my  post.  I  request  that 
these  gentlemen  who  have  been  so  kind  as  to  nominate  me  will 
withdraw  the  nomination. 
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Comrade  Bowman  of  Vermont,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation 
from  that  department,  seeond«-d  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Line- 
han. 

Comrade  Brown  withdrew  the  name  of  Comrade  Meade,  and 
Comrade  Stahl,  of  New  Jersey,  on  behalf  of  the  delegation  from 
that  department,  seconded  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Clarksou. 

Comrade  H.  M.  Caylor  of  Indiana  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Comrade  Clark  son. 

Comrade  O'Donnell  of  Illinois:  I  move  that  the  Adjutant- 
General  be  instructed  to  call  the  roll  of  the  departments  and  that 
the  commander  of  each  department  announce  the  vote. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Kentucky  seconded  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Clarkson. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  appointed  as  tellers  Comrades  M.  H. 
Whalen,  of  New  York,  Walter  A.  Read  of  Rhode  Island,  and  C 
E.  Adams  of  Nebraska. 

Comrade  Linehan  :  Being  satisfied  that  it  is  the  sentiment  of 
a  great  majority  of  the  Encampment,  and  desiring  to  save  time, 
and  in  the  best  interests  of  the  order,  I  withdraw  my  name  as  a 
candidate,  and  move  the  election  of  Comrade  Clarkpon  by  accla- 
mation. 

Comrade  Ballou  :  I  feel  exceedingly  honored  by  the  expres- 
sion of  confidence  which  has  been  made  by  my  delegation  from 
Rhode  Island,  in  placing  me  in  nomination.  I  can  not  too  earnestly 
thank  them  for  their  kindness,  but  under  the  present  circumstances, 
with  the  expression  so  decided  in  favor  of  Comrade  Clarkson  of 
Nebraska,  permit  me  to  withdraw  my  name  as  a  candidate. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Druckemiller,  the  Adjutant-General 
cast  the  ballot  of  the  Encampment  for  Comrade  Clarkson,  and  he 
was  declared  elected.  The  Commander-in  Chief  appointed  Com- 
rades Linehan,  Meade  and  Ballou  a  committee  to  escort  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief elect  to  the  platform.  The  committee  presented 
Comrade  Clarkson  to  the  platform  and  he  addressed  the  Encamp- 
ment in  the  following  terms : 

My  comrades,  my  heart  is  full.  Language  fails  me  to  even 
partially  present  to  you  the  feelings  of  my  heart  for  this  magnifi- 
cent expression  of  your  regard.  You  have  by  this  selection,  placed 
me  under  a  double  obligation.  You  have  selected  me  from  a  num- 
ber off  my  comrades,  from  among  your  most  faithful  servants  whose 
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laudable  ambidon  t«  be  Gommander-in-Ghief  I  admired  and  appre- 
ciated. You  have  placed  me  under  the  further  obligation  of  fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  the  magnificent  leaders  that  have  pre- 
sided over  your  deliberation  and  your  work  in  the  past  Under 
these  circumstances,  let  me  pledge  to  you  my  most  faithful  and 
undivided  service ;  but  remember,  comrades,  that  it  can  be  of  little 
worth  without  your  cooperation.  May  I  not  have  it?  I  know  I 
shall.  I  never  appealed  to  a  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  in  vain.  My  comrades,  I  thank  you.  In  behalf  of  a 
patriotic  wife  and  patriotic  children,  who  believe  that  a  faithful 
soldier's  service  has  paved  his  pathway  to  Heaven,  in  behalf  of 
that  great  column  of  your  and  my  comrades  in  the  Western  coun- 
try, I  thank  you.  In  behalf  of  as  loyal  and  patriotic  a  citizenship 
as  there  is  anywhere  on  earth,  I  thank  you. 

Comrade  Wheclock  of  Minnesota:  On  behalf  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Minnesota,  a  Department  which  contains  more  men  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  suitable  for  Gommander-in-Ghief 
than  it  had  voters  during  the  war,  I  desire  to  present  a  name  for 
Senior  Vice  Gommanderin-Ghief.  He  did  not  have  the  privilege  of 
being  born  in  the  United  States,  but  just  as  soon  as  he  could  walk, 
when  he  was  four  years  old,  he  marched  into  the  United  States, 
and  thirteen  years  afterwards  he  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier  in  the 
army  of  the  Union.  He  was  a  good  Yankee.  He  served  for  more 
than  four  years.  He  was  in  the  same  brigade  with  me  in  the  De- 
partment of  the  Gulf.  He  was  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He 
always  did  his  duty.  I  might  say  a  good  many  other  things  con- 
cerning him,  but  I  will  not  take  your  time  to  do  it.  We  have 
known  him  in  Minnesota  as  General  Mullen.  He  was  four  years 
the  Adjutant-General  of  this  State.  He  delights  most  to  be  called 
**  Gaptain  Jack  Mullen  of  the  12th  Gonnecticut."  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  the  name  of  John  H.  Mullen  for  the  office  of 
Senior  Vice-Gommander-in-Ghief. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Manning  the  Adjutant-General  cast  the 
ballot  of  the  Encampment  for  Comrade  Mullen,  and  he  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Senior  Vice- Gommander-in-Ghief. 

Comrade  Allen  of  Virginia:  Commander-in-Chief— I  speak 
by  direction  of  a  number  of  southern  Departments,  so  that  one 
speech  may  answer  for  all.  You  have  noticed  that  the  ratio  which 
we  bear  to  the  general  representation  in  this  Encampment  is  only 
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about  as  one  is  to  sixteen.  The  ratio  of  representation  which  we 
have  had  in  the  honors  and  gifts  of  the  £ncampment  is  not  greater, 
but  we  pride  ourselves  to-day  that  we  have  come  from  the  south 
land  leaving  behind  us  more  friends  than  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  ever  had  there  before.  An  impulse  of  patriotism  has 
seized  upon  our  south  land  of  late.  I  desire  to  present  to  you,  in 
the  name  of  Arkansas,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  and  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  the  name  of  a  comrade  who,  when  seventeen  years 
of  age,  on  the  day  on  which  our  martyred  President  issued  his  first 
call  for  troops,  enlisted  and  was  the  youngest  man  in  his  Rhode  Is- 
land regiment.  Serving  first  in  the  First  Rhode  Island,  he  re-en- 
listed the  next  year  in  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island,  and  served  for 
more  than  two  years  in  that  regiment.  His  home  has  been  in  the 
south  land  since  the  war.  On  the  walls  of  Sumpter  he  organized 
the  first  white  post  in  that  Department,  and  in  Georgia  the  first 
colored  post.  He  has  been  Department  Commander  of  Georgia, 
and  has  been  honored  by  the  people  of  his  section  and  throughout 
the  whole  south  land.  I  nominate  Comrade  Albert  E.  Sholes  of 
the  Department  of  Georgia. 

Comrade  Patrick  of  Alabama:  Commander-in-Chief  and 
comrades — It  is  my  privilege  to  nominate  as  your  next  Vice- 
Junior  Commander-in-Chief,  a  comrade  dear  to  Alabama,  and  to 
the  southern  departments,  who  has  been  of  us  and  with  us  in  sun- 
shine and  in  storm  until  he  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  land  we  love, 
whose  people  come  here  to-day  in  all  their  Sunday  best  to  do  honor 
to  the  cause  for  which  our  Order  lives.  He  is  not  of  the  old  south 
or  the  new,  not  of  the  old  south,  with  its  generous,  open-handed 
hospitality,  that  wears  its  heart  upon  its  empty  sleeve,  whose  glory 
never  will  and  never  ought  to  be  forgotten,  whose  brave  men  and 
fair  women  never  can  be  forgotten.  He  is  not  of  the  new  south, 
whose  marvelous  resources  you  have  had  as  yet  barely  more  than  a 
passing  vision  of,  whose  rolling  spindles,  as  they  drown  the  sound 
of  the  husbandman,  will  sometime  settle  all  the  economic  questions 
which  now  vex  our  understanding.  He  is  of  both  these,  and  in  his 
home  is  known  as  a  man  without  fear  and  without  reproach, 
neither  a  dastard  in  war  nor  a  laggard  in  peace.  I  do  not  claim 
that  in  all  his  long  and  eventful  career  he  has  done  no  act  which 
he  might  regret.  He  was  once  a  member  of  Congress,  but  his 
vote  was  never  cast  against  his  country's  volunteers.    Had  he  done 
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no  Other  act,  his  vote  that  every  veteran  in  our  land  should  have  a 
home  out  of  the  public  domain  should  excuse  much.  Tens  of 
thousands  of  men  and  women  in  Alabama  look  back  to  his  brief 
administration  of  the  department  of  public  education,  when  they 
were  children,  that  established  a  little  red  school  house  in  every 
precinct  in  our  State,  and  bless  him.  In  the  limited  time  given 
me  I  must  not  attempt  to  further  elaborate  the  qualifications  of  our 
candidate.  I  place  in  nomination  by  the  unanimous  direction  of 
the  Post  and  the  Department  to  which  he  and  I  belong.  Past  De- 
partment Commander  Charles  W.  Buckley,  of  Alabama. 

The  nomination  of  Comrade  Buckley  was  seconded  by  Iowa, 
Louisiana;  Dlinois,  Michigan,  a  part  of  Minnesota,  Ohio,  Tennessee, 
West  Virginia  and  Wif cousin,  and  the  nomination  of  Comrade 
Sholes  was  seconded  by  Rhode  Island,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina  and  Maryland. 

A  committee  from  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  consisting  of 
Mrs.  Wittenmeyer,  Mrs.  Mason  and  Mrs.  Plummer,  was  intro- 
duced to  the  Encampment,  and  communicated  the  information  that 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  in  convention,  had  taken  action  to  pur- 
chase the  ground  where  thf  Andersonville  prison  was  located. 

Comrade  Bell  of  New  York  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedy  That  we  heartily  commend  the  patriotic  and  generous  action 
of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  providing  for  the  permanent  preservation 
of  the  site  of  the  Andersonville  prison  pen. 

Comrade  Gobin  of  Pennsylvania :  I  would  like  to  know  what 
any  man  whoever  wore  the  blue  wants  to  do  with  Andersonville. 
If  you  could  take  it  to  the  sea,  where  the  water  is  so  deep  that 
plummet  could  never  reach  bottom,  and  drop  it  in  there,  or  if  you 
could  place  salt  upon  it  to  the  extent  that  no  living  thing  would 
ever  grow  there,  I  might  understand  what  you  would  want  of  it. 
Do  not  do  any  injustice  to  the  men  who  suffered  and  died  in  An- 
dersonville. What  do  the  Women's  Relief  Corps  want  to  do  with 
it  ?  Remove  from  it  every  evidence  of  the  great  horrors  that  ex- 
isted there  in  days  gone  by,  so  that  when  future  generations  look 
at  Andersonville  not  a  single  one  of  the  iniquities  that  were  enacted 
there  bring  themselves  to  the  mind.  I  say  Andersonville  has  no 
place  in  the  literature  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any 
institution  connected  with  it,  or  with  the  old  soldiers,  except  as  it 
went  into  history  from  '61  to  '65.     I  deprecate  the  glossing  over  of 
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these  things  to  falsify  history,  and  efitablish  that  all  that  has  been 
said,  and  all  that  has  been  written,  and  all  that  is  known  of  An- 
dersonville  is  false,  because  its  condition  is  that  of  greensward  and 
whitewashed  fences,  and  things  that  set  at  naught  all  the  horrors 
of  the  accursed  spot.  I  want  to  speak  for  the  department  of  Penn- 
sjlvania  against  recognizing  it  in  any  way. 

Comrade  8tahl  of  New  Jersey:  The  comrade  said  **What 
do  you  want  to  perpetuate  Anderson ville  for?"  Because  it  was  a 
place  of  suffering.  Calvary  where  Christ  suffered  is  a  horrid  spot 
to-day.  Andersonville  is  the  ground  where  Union  men  were  cruci- 
fied and  made  to  suffer,  Let  us  keep  it  intact.  Let  us  have  it  if 
we  can,  and  why  not  thank  the  noble  women  who  are  trying  their 
best  to  save  it. 

Comrade  Townsend  of  Ohio:  The  place  where  the  martyrs 
died  will  be  sacred  and  monumental  in  history  through  the  whole 
time  that  men  may  have  in  this  world.  You  can  not  erase  Ander- 
sonville. It  will  stand  out  in  history  forever  as  an  exhibition  of 
the  most  heroic  and  unselfish  suffering  that  men  ever  endured  for 
country.  When  you  obliterate  Andersonville,  you  obliterate 
history.     Let  Andersonville  be  preserved. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  tellers  on  the  ballot  for  Junior  Vice-Commander  in-Chief 
reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 577 

Necessary  to  a  choice 289 

Comrade  Sholes  received 241 

Comrade  Buckley  received 336 

Comrade  Sholes  moved  that  the  eleotion  of  Comrade  Buckley 
be  made  unanimous.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  declared  Comrade  Buckley  duly  elected  Junior  Vice-Com- 
mander-in-Cbief. 

Comrade  Anderson  nominated  Comrade  A.  E.  Johnson  of 
the  Department  of  the  Potomac  for  Surgeon-General.  Comrade 
Ketcham  of  Indiana  nominated  Comrade  Charles  S.  Boy n ton  of 
Indiana.     A  ballot  being  taken,  it  resulted  as  follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 631 

Necessary  to  a  choice 266 

Comrade  Boynton  received 152 

Comrade  Johnson  received 379 
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On  motion  of  Comrade  Boynlon  Comrade  Johnson  was  de 
clared  unanimously  elected  Surgeon-General. 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  the 
Report  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  through  Comrade  E.  B.  Gray  of  Wis- 
consin, presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Your  Committee  on  the  reports  of  the  Adjutant-General  and 
the  C/hief  of  Staff,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  subject-matter 
presented,  submits  the  following: 

The  summary  of  the  work  of  the  past  year  indicates  efficient 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  Adjutant- General. 

The  apparent  loss  by  delinquent  reports,  amounting  the  past 
year  to  11,235,  is  nof  a  loss  to  the  Order,  as  it  measures  only  the 
neglect  of  the  Post  officers  to  make  returns  of  such  as  have  paid 
dues  and  should  be  counted  in  the  membership. 

The  new  form,  A  and  B  consolidated,  issued  during  the  past 
year,  simplifies  reports  and  is  a  great  improvement  on  the  two 
former  blanks. 

We  favor  the  proposition  that  the  offices  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Quartermaster  Generals  be  readjusted.  We  recommend  a  return 
to  the  method  in  vogue  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  organization, 
that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  relieved  of  the  purely  routine 
or  clerical  work  of  issuing  supplies,  which  shall  be  attended  to 
under  proper  regulations  by  the  Custodian  of  Records,  and  the 
Quartermaster  General  shall  receive  all  moneys  from  Departments 
through  the  Adjutant-General,  deposit  the  same  under  his  official 
designation  in  a  bank  approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
pay  out  the  same  as  under  the  present  system  by  check  requiring 
the  signatures  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant-General 
before  payment  of  any  bill. 

The  labor  of  keeping  accounts  can  thus  be  made  light,  and 
Comrades  will  serve  now,  as  they  did  for  a  number  of  years,  with- 
out pay — for  the  honor  of  the  position. 

It  would  be  well  also  to  deposit  the  U.  B.  bonds  (which  are 
held  in  the  names  jointly  of  Commander-in-Chief  and  Quarter- 
master-General) with  a  Trust  Company,  which  would  properly 
lessen  the  amount  of  bond  required  from  these  officials,  and  we 
recommend  that  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  and  Council 
of  Administration  be  instructed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ac- 
complish this  result  at  once. 
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The  admirable  report  of  Comrade  Henry  S.  Dietrich,  Chief 
of  Staff,  indicates  that  this  heretofore  largely  ornamental  branch 
of  our  service  may  be  made  decidedly  useful.  We  therefore  sub- 
mit to  your  favorable  consideration  bis  suggestion,  namely : 

**That  a  system  of  National  Staff  Associations  in  every  De- 
partment be  inaugurated.  That,  from  the  National  Staff,  a  Senior 
Aide-deCamp  be  selected  for  each  Department,  who  shall  form  the 
Association,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief  of  Staff,  and  be  ac- 
countable to  him  for  efficient  and  effective  work  in  their  respective 
Departments. 

Respectfully,  by  the  Committee, 

E.  B.  Gray,  Chairman, 

The  following  named  Comrades  were  elected  members  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration  for  the  ensuing  year : 


Alabama, 

M.  D.  Wickersham, 

Mobile. 

Arizona, 

.J.  W.  Dorrington, 

Yuma. 

Arkansas, 

J.  H.  Hutchinson, 

De  Witt. 

California  and  Nevada, 

T.  K.  Stateler, 

6:^8  Market  St. 

,  San  Francisco. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming, 

H.  L.  Carr, 

I^)ngmount. 

Connecticut, 

John  N.  Wilsey, 

Hartford. 

Delaware, 

J.  W.  Worrall, 

Pleasant  Hill. 

Florida, 

T.  8.  Wilraarth, 

Jacksonville. 

Georgia, 

Alex.  Mattison, 

Atlanta. 

Idaho, 

W.  H.  Barton, 

Moscow. 

Illinois, 

Thos.  W.  Scott, 

Fairfield. 

Indiana, 

Wm.  H.  Armstrong, 

Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory, 

Robert  W.  Hill, 

Muskogee. 

Iowa, 

Luman  L.  Caldwell, 

Decora  h. 

Kansas, 

W.  H.  Smith, 

Marysville. 

Kentucky, 

Charles  W.  Erdman, 

Ijouisville. 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi, 

F.  C.  Antoine, 

New  Orleans. 

Maine, 

Herbert  R.  Sargent, 

Portland. 

Maryland, 

Marion  A.  Brian, 

Baltimore. 

Wm.  S.  Loomi**, 

Holyoke. 

Michigan, 

Roscoe  D.  Dix, 

Berrien  Springs. 

Minnesota, 

Albert  Sehefier, 

St.  Paul. 

Missouri, 

F.  M.  Sterrett, 

mm  Clayton  Av. 

,  St.  Ijouiis. 

Montana. 

Charles  Sprapjue, 

Bozeman. 

Nebraska, 

A.  Traynor, 

2715  Jackson  St. 

,  Omaha. 

New  Hampshire, 

David  E.  Proctor, 

Wilton. 
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New  Jersey, 

John  J.  Kents, 

Trenton. 

New  Mexico, 

Hiram  Crampton, 

Santa  Fe. 

New  York, 

Charles  A.  Shaw, 

10  First  St. 

,  Brooklyn. 

North  Dakota, 

S.  G.  Magill, 

Fargo. 

Ohio, 

E.  R.  Monfort, 

Cincinnati. 

Oklahoma, 

W.  H.  Baker, 

Cross. 

Oregon, 

H.  S.  Allen, 

Portland. 

Pennsylvania, 

W.  H.  Graham, 

Allegheny. 

Polomac, 

Wm.  W.  ChamberF, 

Washington,  D  ( 

Khode  Island, 

Nelson  Viall, 

Howard. 

South  Dakota, 

Wm.  A.  Gray, 

Deadwood. 

Tennessee, 

George  W.  Patten, 

Chattanooga. 

Texas, 

J.  W.  Ayers, 

Dallas. 

Utah, 

E.  W.  Tatlock, 

Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont, 

E.  Mclntyre, 

Danby. 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina 

I,  A.  Jeffers, 

Norfolk. 

Washington  and  Alaska, 

Thos.  M.  Young, 

Seattle. 

West  Virginia, 

G.  K.  Mallory, 

Parkersburg. 

Wisconsin, 

O.  W.  Carlson, 

Milwaukee. 

Comrade  Mark  B.  Taylor  of  Massachusetts  and  Comrade  Bru- 
ner  of  Illinois  were  nominated  for  Chaplainin-Chief.  Comrade 
Bruner's  name  was  withdrawn,  and  Comrade  Taylor  was  elected 
by  acclamation. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  presented  the  following  adiii- 
tional  report,  which  was  adopted : 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Besoivedf  That  the  thanks  of  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  the  Department  of  Minnesota,  the  municipal 
authorities,  the  citizens  of  St.  Paul,  and  all  who  have  contributed  to  the 
comfort  and  pleasure  of  our  comrades.  The  decorations  of  the  Twin  Cities 
have  been  profuse  and  elegant,  and  do  honor  and  credit  to  the  patriotism 
and  loyalty  of  their  people. 

On  the  proposition  to  ask  Congress  to  provide  for  a  Memorial 
Bridge  across  the  Potomac  River  the  Committee  report  that  it  is 
inexpedient  for  the  G.  A.  R.  to  petition  Congress  to  make  public 
improvements. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following; 

Resoliedy  That  the  sincere  thanks  of  this  Encampment  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  Comrade  R.  B.  Beath  for  his  many  years  of  arduous  and  gratui- 
tous service  for  the  Order,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Regulations,  and  for  the  preservation  of  our  records  and  history  and  all 
his  labor  of  love  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
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Comrade  Bryant  of  Wisconsin  presented  the  following,  which, 
on  motion,  was  adopted  by  a  standing  vote : 


IN  MEMOREAM. 

In  the  long  roll  of  our  beloved  comrades  whose  places  are 
vacant  now  there  was  no  one  who  had  won  the  regard  and  love  of 
his  fellow  comrades  in  a  larger  measure  than  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Lucius  Fairchild  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  like  a  knight  of 
chivalry — no  hero  of  olden  or  recent  times  was  braver,  and  his 
heart  was  pure  and  tender  as  a  woman's.  A  soldier  of  1861,  spring- 
ing into  the  ranks  of  our  army  when  the  first  call  came,  he  fought 
with  distinction  until  stricken  down  at  Gettysburg.  He  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Second  Wisconsin  Infantry,  in  the  Iron  Brigade  of 
the  West,  in  the  First  Corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  fell 
that  morning  that  Reynolds  died.  He  was  Captain,  Colonel  and 
Brigadier-General.  The  love  of  his  comrades  in  the  army  went 
hand  in  hand  with  their  respect  and  admiration.  He  was  brave  to 
the  verge  of  rashness,  he  was  firm  as  a  rock,  and  in  camp,  on  the 
campaign  and  in  battle  the  proper  protection  of  his  command  never 
escaped  his  tireless  and  sympathetic  vigilance  Hardly  had  his 
arm  b^en  amputated  at  Gettysburg  than  he  started  out  to  hunt  up 
the  wounded  men  of  his  regiment  and  alleviate  their  sufferings. 

In  civil  life,  the  State  of  Wisconsin  made  him  Secretary  of 
State  and  then  Governor  for  six  years.  The  National  Government 
sent  him  abroad  as  Consul  to  Liverpool,  Consul-General  at  Paris 
and  Minister  to  Spain. 

His  fellow  comrades  made  him  De|artroent  Commander  of 
Wii-copsin  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

He  had  the  gift  of  the  gods,  which  won  the  love  of  men  and 
women  everywhere.  His  courteousness  came  from  his  heart.  The 
well  bred  gentleman  and  the  plain  man  of  the  people  were  blended 
in  him.  He  never  sought  to  shine  resplendent  through  undue  am- 
bition, and  the  honors  which  were  showered  upon  him,  bestowed 
with  loving  hands,  were  given  to  recognized  valor  and  fitness  and 
faithful  service. 

He  was  our  ideal  comrade ;  he  loved  us  and  our  friends  were 
his  friends.  Now  that  he  is  gone,  there  is  many  a  comrade  who 
finds  the  world  more  lonesome  than  it  was.     It  will  be  our  sad 
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pleasure  to  cherish  and  guard  his  memory  until  we  catch  the  first 
notes  of  the  reveille  from  the  camp  on  the  other  shore. 

Retolvtd,  That  this  memorial  and  resolution,  together  with  an  en- 
graving of  Comrade  Fairchild,  be  publbhed  in  the  journal  of  th»8  Encamp- 
ment, and  that  a  copy  of  the  same  be  sent  to  the  widow  of  Comrade  Fair- 
child. 

Benj.  F.  Bryant, 
John  G.  B.  Adamb, 
Jno.  Palmer. 

CommiUee, 

The  Committee  on  Rules,  Regulations  and  Ritual,  through 
Comrade  Beath,  presented  the  following  report.  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief  Palmer  presiding,  the  several  recommendations  of  the 
Committee  were  adopted  as  read. 

To  the  National  Encampment : 

Your  Committee  on  Amendments  to  the  Rules,  Regulations 
and  Ritual  respectfully  report  that  they  have  confined  their  work 
to  the  propositions  presented  under  Article  XV,  Chapter  V,  which 
requires,  first,  the  approval  of  a  Department  Encampment,  and, 
second,  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  of  proposed  amendments,  which 
notice  wfs  given  under  General  Orders  No.  12  from  National 
Headquarters  at  Indianapolis,  July  30,  1896. 

Those  are  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  printed,  as  follows: 

1.  A  proposition  from  the  Department  of  Alabama  for  an 
amendment  to  Chapter  IV,  Article  II,  Section  2,  has  been  with- 
drawn. 

2.  From  the  Department  of  California  and  Nevada : 

Rci^olvedj  That  this  Encampment  recommend  to  the  National  Encamp- 
ment that  Section  5,  Article  IV,  Chapter  V,  of  Rules  and  Kegulations  con- 
cerning dues  of  the  members  of  the  Order  who  are  in  the  Regular  Army 
and  Navy,  be  stricken  out. 

The  purpose  of  this  eection  originally  was  to  prevent  the  drop- 
ping of  members  who  were  on  duty  at  distant  stations  in  the  army 
or  navy  when  the  Rules  made  suspensions  and  dropping  from  the 
rolls  obligatory.  Now  that  this  matter  is  entirely  optional  with 
Posts  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  continuance  of  this  section,  and 
we  recommend  that  it  be  stricken  out. 
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3.         From  the  Department  of  Massachusetts : 

Resolved,  That  Chapter  V,  Article  III,  Section  2,  be  amended  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  *' therein"  in  the  fourth  line,  and  also  after  the 
word  *'  therein"  in  the  tenth  line,  the  following  words:  **  Excepting  mem- 
bers whose  dues  have  been  remitted  for  a  whole  of  the  preceding  year." 

The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  adopted  a  similar  resolution. 
The  purpose  is  to  except  Posts  from  payment  of  dues  to  Depart- 
ment and  National  headquarters  upon  members  whose  dues  have 
been  remitted.  On  a  first  reading  it  would  seem  to  be  entirely  fair 
and  right  to  so  except  Posts  from  these  dues,  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  Posts,  Departments  and  the  National  Encampment 
can  only  be  sustained  by  the  dues  of  our  membership,  and  we 
greatly  fear  that  if  the  doors  are  thus  left  wide  open,  Posts  in  their 
desire  to  retain  members  on  their  rolls,  will  be  tempted  to  excuse  a 
very  much  larger  proportion  from  the  payment  of  dues.  The  re- 
sult will  be  that  those  who  remain  will  have  a  much  larger  load 
thrown  upon  them  in  maintaining  the  organization,  and  those  who 
have  been  more  prudent  or  more  fortunate  and  are  able  to  pay 
their  own  way  will  feel  that  they  are  called  upon  to  bear  more 
than  a  fair  share  of  their  liability,  and  thus  this  large  number  may 
become  indifierent  or  be  lost  to  us.     We  therefore  report  adversely. 

.  4.     Also  to  Chapter  IV,  Article  II: 

"Such  an  amendment  as  will  enable  delegates  to  attend  to  the  selection 
of  their  own  alternates  from  those  regularly  elected." 

From  this  reading  it  might  be  assumed  that  the  election  of  a 
representative  made  the  position  purely  personal  instead  of  his 
being  one  of  the  representatives  from  a  Department,  It  is  the  case 
however  in  a  number  of  Departments  that  they  arrange  to  elect 
representatives  from  different  sections  of  the  State,  and,  under  the 
present  rules,  the  order  on  the  roster  must  govern  when  filling  vacan- 
cies ;  we  therefore  offer  the  following  addition  to  this  section : 

Providedy  That  where  a  Department  has  provided  by  by-laws  or  rules 
for  the  election  of  representatives  by  districts,  then  in  case  of  the  absence 
of  a  representative  from  such  district,  the  alternate  from  that  district  shall 
serve. 

5     Also  the  following  amendment  to  Chapter  IV,  Article  VIII : 

No  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  National  Encamp- 
ment for  the  purchase  of  a  testimonial  or  gift  to  any  past  or  present  oHicer 
of  the  National  Encampment. 
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We  understand  that  this  resolution  is  proposed  in  the  belief 
that  any  such  purchase  of  testimonials  is  not  in  accordance  with 
this  section  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations.  We  believe  this  to  be 
an  error  and  that  a  testimonial  to  a  Commander  in-Chief  for  the 
onerous  and  exacting  service  be  is  called  upon  to  render  without 
compensation  for  a  whole  jear  is  entirely  in  accordance  with  this 
rule,  and  we  do  not  believe  the  National  Encampment  should  be 
prevented  from  exercising  the  option  to  make  such  testimonials. 
But  we  would  recommend,  however,  in  view  of  our  decreasing 
numbers,  that  such  expenditures  be  kept  within  a  reasonable  amount. 
We  report  against  the  amendment. 

6      From  the  Department  of  New  York : 

Reaolvtd,  That  we  recommend  to  the  National  Encampment  that  Regu- 
lations be  so  amended  as  to  permit  each  State  Department  to  fix  the  time 
at  which  election  shall  be  held  in  the  Posts  within  its  jurisdiction. 

We  can  not  see  where  any  benefit  is  to  be  derived  from  chang- 
ing the  time  fixed  for  many  years  past  for  the  election  of  Post 
ofiicers,  but  believe  that  the  proposed  change  would  lead  to  great 
confusion  in  the  collection  of  reports  for  National  Headquarters 
from  the  Departments.     We  report  adversely. 

7.  Also  to  amend  Chapter  V,  Article  IV,  Section  4,  so  as  to 
provide  that  members  in  arrears  for  one  year  and  two  months 
shall  be  dropped  by  a  vote  of  the  Post 

This  is  a  proposition  to  return  to  the  old  system,  making  the 
dropping  of  a  member  raindatory.  As  each  Post  can  now  exercise 
its  option  of  either  dropping  or  retaining  as  it  may  see  proper,  we  are 
opposed  to  making  any  change  and  therefore  report  adversely. 

8.  The  report  of  the  special  committee  appointed  on  **  Picket 
Posts"  having  been  adopted  by  the  Encampment  and  referred  to 
this  Committee  to  formulate  rules  for  placing  the  general  plan  sug- 
gested in  operation,  we  recommend  the  following  as  an  additional 
section  to  Article  II,  Chapter  II : 

Section  11.  Departments  may  authorize  Posts  to  divide  their  mem- 
bership into  two  classes,  "  Resident "  and  **  Non-resident"  members,  and 
fix  the  territorial  limits  within  which  each  class  shall  reside.  Non-resident 
members  shall  pay  such  dues,  not  less  than  the  per  capita  tax  to  Depart- 
ment Headquarters  (including  the  tax  to  National  Headquarters),  as  the 
Post  may  direct. 
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Where  a  sufficient  number  of  non-resident  members  are  in  any  locality 
they  may  be  organized  as  an  ** Outpost,"  to  be  designated  as  ''Outpost  No. 
of  Post  No. ,  Department  of ." 

Each  Outpost  may  annually  elect  from  its  own  members  a  Sergeant  to 
preside  at  meetings.  Such  meetings  may  be  held  at  the  home  of  any 
comrade,  at  the  convenience  of  the  members.  The  application  of  any 
person  for  non-resident  membership  in  an  Outpost  shall  be  passed  upon  by 
the  parent  Post,  and  the  Post  Commander  may  in  person  or  by  a  suitable 
detail  muster  in  such  applicant,  and  for  such  purpose  may  at  his  option 
administer  only  the  obligation  of  membership. 

9.  The  Department  of  Ohio,  at  its  last  Encampment,  adopted 
recommendations  for  the  admission  of  Sons  of  Veterans  as  visitors 
during  Post  meetings  as  follows : 

Any  member  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  may  be  admitted  as  a  visitor  to 
any  meeting  of  any  Post  by  permission  of  the  Post  Commander  or  other 
officers  of  the  Post  then  presiding,  on  his  giving  the  National  countersign 
of  the  S.  of  V.  to  the  Outside  and  Inside  Guard  of  the  Post.  The  Inside 
Guard  shall  announce  to  the  Post  the  name,  residence  and  the  fact  that  the 
visitor  is  a  Son  of  a  Veteran,  when  the  Officer  of  the  Day  shall  present  said 
visitor  before  the  altar  to  the  Post  Commander  or  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Post,  before  whom  the  Son  of  Veteran  shall  take  the  following  pledge: 
**I  solemnly  promise  never  to  reveal  anything  that  I  learn  herein,  to  all  of 
which  I  pledge  my  sacred  honor."  The  Son  of  Veteran  shall  be  denomi- 
nated in  the  Post  as  a  Comrade's  Son,  and  he  ehall  denominate  the  officers 
of  the  Post,  while  in  their  places,  by  their  several  official  names,  and  the 
comrades  as  Comrade  Fathers.  Such  visitors;  on  invitation  of  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  the  Post,  and  the  consent  of  the  comrades  thereof,  shall  have 
the  right  to  speak  in  Post  meetings.  The  right  to  such  visitations  shall 
continue  so  long  and  no  longer  than  the  National  countersign  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans  shall  be  duly  transmitted  from  their  National  Headquarters  to 
the  National  Headquarters  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  from 
them  duly  promulgated  by  the  Departments  to  the  Posts." 

Your  Committee  do  not  feel  prepared  at  this  time  to  formulate 
a  proper  regulation  governing  this  very  important  subject,  and 
therefore  recommend  that  it  be  printed  and  referred  to  the  next 
National  Encampment. 

10.  Comrade  Parks  of  Ohio  presents  a  resolution  to  incorporate 
a  certain  piece  of  music  as  a  part  of  the  funeral  service.  We  think 
the  matter  of  selection  of  music  on  such  occasions  may  properly  be 
left  to  the  Posts. 
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11.  The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  suggests  that  the  roster 
of  officers  serving  during  the  present  term  shall  be  omitted  from 
Form  A,  and  in  place  thereof  insert  names  of  the  officers  installed. 
They  also  recommend  the  reinsertion  in  Form  E  of  **  amount  of 
moneys  and  securities  in  hands  of  Post  Quartermasters,"  and 
"value  of  other  property  owned  by  Post."  We  recommend  that 
this  be  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General  for  attention,  and  also  a 
request  for  a  blank  form  to  be  used  for  mustering-in  Posts. 
[Signed]  Robt.  B.  Beath, 

H.  M.  Nevius, 
T.  C.  Mastellar, 
C.  L.  Davidson, 
Thos.  B   Rodgers, 
(Jommittee, 

The  discussion  upon  the  proposed  amendment  to  Chapter  IV, 
Article  VIII,  that  no  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  National  Encampment  for  the  purchase  of  a  testimonial  or 
gift,  and  so  forth,  was  as  follows : 

Comrade  Wetherbee  of  Massachusetts:  I  offered  a  resolu- 
tion in  the  Department  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  offered  it  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  the  principle 
is  wrong.  I  do  not  think  the  money  which  we  raise  by  taxing  our 
comrades  should  be  expended  in  paying  for  presents  for  any  man. 
No  one  appreciates  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  our  officers 
more  than  I,  and  yet  I  believe  that  the  honor,  which  every  one  of 
them  says  is  greater  than  being  President  of  the  United  States,  is 
sufficient  for  the  work  which  they  perform.  We  were  told  two 
years  ago,  when  our  comrades  from  Nebraska  sent  petitions  for  a 
few  dollars  to  help  them  out  because  they  were  starving,  that  we 
had  no  right  to  grant  them.  Last  year  our  comrades  in  some  of 
the  other  Western  States  petitioned  us  for  a  few  dollars  to  buy 
seed,  as  they  had  no  money.  It  was  said  we  had  no  right  to  give 
it,  and  I  believe  that  is  correct ;  but  if  we  have  no  right  to  spend 
money  to  save  our  comrades  from  starving,  what  right  have  we  to 
spend  money  to  buy  presents  ? 

Comrade  Beath :  To  have  bought  seed  would  have  required 
many  thousand  dollars,  and  other  calls  of  the  same  nature  would 
be  made,  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  National  Encampment 
to  supply  the  need.  Yesterday  morning  we  presented  to  a  com- 
rade a  gold  watch,  which  cost  very  much  less  than  one-tenth  of  a 
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cent  for  each  member.  A  thousand  members  would  pay  one  dollar 
and  less  each  for  work  that  could  not  have  been  paid  for  by  this 
National  Encampment.  Forever  his  family  will  have  in  their  pos- 
session that  watch,  which  shows  how  this  Encampment  appreciates 
the  service  he  gave  to  this  Order,  and  I  say  it  is  unfair  to  demand 
such  onerous  work  from  your  Commander-in-Chief  and  pay  him 
with  a  mere  resolution  of  thanks. 

Comrade  Stahl  of  New  Jersey :  If  450,000  men-  in  the  United 
States  can  not  raise  among  them  enough  money  to  give  a  souvenir 
to  the  man  who  is  their  Commander-in-Chief  for  a  year,  abolish 
the  office. 

Comrade  Wetherbee:  Comrade  Beath  has  been  pkased  to 
refer  to  the  fact  that  it  required  many  thousand  dollars  to  help  our 
comrades.  There  was  no  amount  stated.  We  were  asked  to  give 
them  that  help.  I  believe  in  testimonials,  but  I  believe  if  this 
convention  wants  to  give  the  Commander  in-Chief  a  testimonial 
every  man  here  can  pay  fifty  cents  and  raise  more  money  than  we 
should  vote  out  of  the  treasury.  Our  boys  are  complaining  that 
the  per  capita  tax  is  large. 

Comrade  Ketcham  of  Indiana :  We  have  most  excellent  au- 
thority for  the  proposition  of  the  brother  from  Massachusetts,  where 
the  objection  was  made  to  the  spendthrifc  use  of  oil  and  why  it 
should  not  have  been  sold  and  the  money  given  to  the  poor. 

A  Comrade :  It  seems  to  me  that  when  we  throw  upon  the 
Commander  in-Chief  the  enormous  burdens  that  he  has  to  carry  for 
a  whole  year,  without  a  single  cent  of  compensation,  it  is  the  small- 
est we  can  do  to  give  him  something  to  hand  down  to  his  children  to 
show  that  he  at  one  time  presided  over  this  grand  body.  I  believe 
that  the  spirit  of  that  report  is  right,  and  we  ought  not  to  com- 
plain of  it.  Keep  it  within  a  reasonable  amount,  but  give  him 
something  to  show  that  you  appreciate  the  work  that  he  has  done. 

A  Comrade:  May  I  ask  if  the  badge  that  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  gets  is  not  the  greatest  souvenir  he  can  receive  ? 

Comrade  Graham  of  New  York  :  I  think  the  experience  that 
has  been  gained  in  the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
should  guide  us  here.  So  far  as  I  have  knowledge  of  it,  it  is  that 
no  money  shall  be  taken  from  the  treasury  to  make  gifts  of  any 
kind.  This  money,  in  many  cases,  comes  from  the  hard  earnings 
of  the  poor,  from  the  savings  of  the  pitiful  pensions  that  are  given 
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to  our  disableil  cotuiades,  and  a  mere  formal  vote  takiog  so  much 
money  out  of  the  treasury  is  no  proper  way,  I  hold,  and  I  want  to 
say  that  in  this  I  have  the  Department  of  New  York  at  my  back, 
to  express  our  gratitude,  admiration  and  respect  for  our  retiring 
officers.  Let  us  who  can  do  so  without  taxing  our  resources  put 
our  hands  in  our  pockets  and  show  how  much  we  think  of  our 
Commander-iu-Chief,  but  let  us  not  touch  a  mill,  not  a  thouFandth 
of  a  mill,  of  the  poor  comrade  whom  we  are  here  to  represent 

Comrade  Anderson  of  the  Potomac:  It  does  seem  to  me  that 
this  is  drawing  the  line  rather  fine.  There  is  no  comrade  who  has 
a  larger  heart  and  more  feeling  for  our  comrades  than  I  have,  but 
when  we  take  the  small  pittance,  as  you  may  call  it,  from  the 
treasury  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  buy  a  testimonial 
for  our  Commander-in  Chief,  who  devotes  a  whole  year  and  travels 
twenty-five  to  thirty  thousand  miles,  risking  his  life,  without  any 
compensation,  it  is  the  least  that  the  Grand  Army  can  do  to  give 
him  a  suitable  testimonial. 

Comrade  Graham  :  I  understand  two  thousand  doUars  is  al- 
lowed for  traveling  expenses  of  the  Commander-in  Chief. 

Comrade  0'  Donnell  of  Illinois  moved  the  previous  question 
and  the  motion  prevailed.  The  vote  was  then  had,  adopting  the 
report  of  the  Committee  in  full  as  hereinbefore  set  out. 

Comrade  McElroy  of  the  Potomac :  I  move  that  a  committee 
of  three,  of  whom  the  mover  shall  not  be  one,  be  appointed  to 
prepare  and  present  a  suitable  testimonial  to  our  retiring  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  following  committee  was  ap- 
pointed :  Comrades  William  M.  Olin  of  Massachusetts,  H.  8. 
Dietrich  of  Illinois,  and  William  H.  Armstrong  of  Indiana. 

During  the  discussion  and  action  upon  this  subject.  Past  Com- 
mander in- Chief  John  Palmer  occupied  the  chair. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  resumed  the  chair,  when  the  newly 
elected  ofiicers  of  the  Encampment,  together  with  Comrade  Charles 
E.  Burmester  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  as  Adjutant-General,  were  then 
duly  installed  by  Past-Commander-in-Chief  John  Palmer. 

After  the  installation  ceremony,  Commander  in  Chief  Clark- 
son  said : 

CoBCRADES:  We  are  about  entering  upon  a  new  executive  year.  I 
shall  need  the  kindly  co  operation  of  every  one  of  you.  I  know,  in  look- 
ing upon  these  faces,  that  I  have  only  to  ask  it  and  I  shall  receive  the  best 
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you  have.  Hold  up  mj  hands.  As  we  get  along  and  get  older,  we  more 
and  more  need  the  touch  of  elbow,  we  more  and  more  need  the  strength 
that  there  is  in  this  great  Union.  Give  me  the  best  help  that  you  possibly 
can.  I  am  here  to  learn,  as  well  as  to  administrate.  I  shall  be  only  too 
glad  to  have  suggestions  as  to  the  good  of  the  order  and  the  welfare  of  this 
grand  organization,  from  any  and  all  of  you,  and  your  suggestion  will  be 
most  kindly  appreciated.  Let  me  introduce  to  you  the  other  officers  of 
your  selection.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  would  like  an  opportunity  of 
taking  you  each  personally  by  the  hand.  As  1  said  before,  help  me  all  you 
can;  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  me,  and  help  me  to  reach  all  those 
who  can  not  come  here  and  touch  elbows  with  us. 

Comrade  Walker,  Past  Commander-in-Chief:  Comrade  Clark- 
son,  I  place  upon  your  breast  the  official  badge  of  your  office, 
and  in  your  hand  this  gavel,  and  charge  you  to  defend,  protect, 
and,  if  need  be,  die  for  the  banner  of  the  National  Encampment 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic — the  American  flag.  1  know 
from  your  service  as  a  soldier  in  defense  of  your  country  that  you 
will  honor  the  great  office  to  which  you  have  been  elected.  I  con- 
gratulate you. 

The  Commander  in-Chief:  You  remind  me  that  there  has 
been  placed  upon  my  shoulders  a  burden  larger  than  any  one  man 
can  bear  without  the  kindly  cooperation  and  assistance  of  his  com- 
rades. Rest  assured  that  my  best  service  will  be  given  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Comrade  Goodale  of  Massachusetts:  We  have  had  a  very 
short,  happy  and  harmonious  session  of  the  Thirtieth  National  En- 
campment. For  this  much  is  due  the  retiring  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  I  move  that  a  vote  of  thanks  be  extended  to  him  for 
the  faithful  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over 
our  deliberations. 

The  motion  unanimously  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote. 

Comrade  Walker:  You  know  how  much  I  thank  you.  I 
hope  to  meet  you  at  Buffalo,  and  we  will  all  continue  in  this  good 
work,  I  trust,  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  Encampment  was  closed  in  due  form  with  a  benediction 
by  the  Chaplain-in-Chief. 


\ 


Adjutant-  General, 
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GENERAL  ORDERS  AND  CIRCULAR. 


Headquartebs  Gband  Abmy  of  the  Republic, 

Louisville,  Ky.,  September  14,  1896. 
General  Orders,  \ 
No.  1.  / 

Having  been  elected  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  at  the  Twenty-Ninth  National  Encampment,  held  at  Louisville, 
I  hereby  assume  command. 

Headquarters  will  be  established  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

I.  N.   WALKER, 
Commander-in-  Chief, 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republio, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  8,  1896. 

General  Orders,  \ 
No.  2.  / 

I.  The  Twenty-Ninth  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  held  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  September  12  and  13,  1896,  elected 
the  following  named  comrades  to  the  offices  designated: 

Commander-in-Chief Ivan  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

/Senior  Viee-Commander-in-Chief E.  H.  Hobson,  Greensburg,  Ky. 

Junior  Vice-Commander-in- Chief S.  G.  Oosgrove,  Pomeroy,  Wash. 

Surgeon- OenercU J.  B.  Whiting,  Janesville,  Wis. 

Chcq>lain-in-Chief Thomab  C.  Iliff,  Salt  Lake,  Utah. 


NaJLitmdi  Council  of  Adm/inittration, 


Alabama, 

Arizona, 

Arkansas, 

California  and  Nevada, 

Colorado  and  Wyoming, 

Connecticut, 

Delaware, 

Florida, 

Georgia, 

Idaho, 

17-^.  A.  R. 


M.  D.  Wickersham, 
J.  W.  Dorrington, 
Powell  Clayton, 
A.  W.  Barrett, 
A.  W.  Jones, 
Augustus  D.  Sanborn, 
Lewis  C.  Grubb, 
W.  J.  Allen, 
Albert  £.  Sholes, 
P.  R.  Miner, 


Mobile. 

Yuma. 

Eureka  Springs. 

Sacramento,  Cal. 

Greeley,  Col. 

New  Haven. 

Wilmington. 

Jacksonville. 

Savannah. 

Boise. 
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Illin^ifl, 

Indiana, 

Indian  Territory, 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

Kentucky, 

Looisiana  and  Miss., 

Maine, 

Maryland, 

Massachusetts, 

Michigan, 

Minnesota, 

Missouri, 

Montana, 

Nebraska, 

New  Hampshire, 

New  Jersey, 

New  Mexico, 

New  York, 

North  Dakota, 

Oklahoma  Territory, 

Ohio,      , 

Oregon, 

Pennsylvania, 

Potomac, 

Rhode  Island, 

South  Dakota, 

Tennessee, 

Texas, 

Utah, 

Vermont, 

Virginia  and  N.  C, 

Washington  and  Alas., 

West  Virginia, 

Wisconsin, 


Thomas  W.  Scott, 
Wm.  H.  Armstrong, 
R.  W.  Hill, 
Albert  W.  Swalm, 
B.  Domblaser, 
Charles  W.  Erdman, 
James  Lewis, 
Seth  B.  Snipe, 
Charles  L.  Marburg, 
Henry  W.  Downs, 
George  H.  Hopkins, 
Albert  Schefier, 

F.  M.  Sterrett, 

G.  W.  S.  Wisner, 
Thomas  J.  Majors, 
E.  A.  Badger, 

J.  J.  Rents, 
J.  W.  Crawford, 
Theodore  F.  Reed, 
W.  H.  Brown, 
J.  J.  S.  Hassler, 
R.  H.  Cochran, 
H.  B.  Compson, 
Charles  W.  Grerwig, 
Israel  W.  Stone, 
Charles  A.  Barbour, 
E.  P.  Farr, 
A.  J.  Steele, 
E.  L.  Whitman, 
E.  W.  Tatlock, 
E.  W.  Jewett, 
Henry  E.  Gettys, 
Joseph  Dickerson, 
M.  B.  Bartlett, 
George  L.  Thomas, 


Fairfield. 

Indianapolis. 

Muskogee. 

Oskaloosa. 

Fredonia. 

Louisville. 

New  Orleans. 

Bath. 

Baltimore. 

Boston. 

Detroit. 

St.  Paul. 

St.  Louis. 

Anaconda. 

Peru. 

Lakeport. 

Trenton. 

New  York  City. 

Spring  Valley. 

Grand  Forks. 

Enid. 

Toledo. 

Portland. 

Allegheny. 

Washington,  D. 

Bristol. 

Pierre. 

Memphis. 

Dennison. 

Salt  Lake  City. 

Swanton. 

Roanoke,  Va. 

Seattle,  Wash. 

Parkersburg. 

Milwaukee. 


IL     The  following  named  comrades  of  the  National  Council  of  Ad- 
ministration will  compose  the  Executive  Committee : 


Com 


ade  Wm.  H.  Armstrong Indianapolis,  Ind. 

R.  H.  Cochran Toledo,  Ohio. 

George  H.  Hopkins Detroit,  Mich. 

Albert  Schefler St.  Paul,  Minn. 

F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Albert  W.  Swalm Oscaloosa,  Iowa. 

Charles  L.  Marburg Baltimore,  Md. 
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m.     The  following  staff  appointments  are  hereby  announced : 

A^jutant-Qeneral Ibyin  Bobbins,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Quartemuuier-Qeneral A.  J.  Bubbakk,  Chicago,  III. 

Itupeeior-Oeneral William  M.  Olin,  Boston,  Mass. 

Judge' Advocate- General Alfred  Darte,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 

These  officers  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly.  Farther  ap- 
pointments will  be  announced  in  subsequent  orders. 

IV.  Department  Commanders  will  recommend  the  names  of  two  com- 
rades at  large  and  one  comrade  for  each  thousand  members  of  the  Order  in 
their  department  for  Aides-de-Camp  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  Thej  will  also  recommend  to  the  Inspector-General  a  suitable  com- 
rade to  serve  as  Assistant  Inspector-General.  Promptness  in  these  matters 
is  especially  desired. 

V.  Changes  made  in  rules  and  regulations  at  the  Twenty-ninth  Na- 
tional Encampment  will  be  published  in  General  Order  No.  3. 

VI.  The  National  Encampment  ordered  that  the  per  capita  should  re- 
main the  same  as  last  year. 

VII.  Requests  for  information  as  to  the  address  of  comrades  will  find 
more  satisfactory  replies  if  sent  to  Army  and  Navy  Survivors  Division  Pen- 
sion Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C.  However,  some  comrades  may  be  able  to 
answer  inquiries  noted  in  the  following  memoranda  : 

William  Zane,  Topeka,  Kas.,  desires  address  of  James  Gill,  or  James 
Stillwell,  Co.  G,  4th  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Charles  Weimer,  729  South  Spruce  St.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  desires  in- 
formation about  his  father,  William  J.  Weimer,  enlisted  in  Bracken  C«unty, 
Ky.,  in  1863,  and  mustered  out  at  Catlettsburg,  Ky. 

Thomas  T.  Phillips,  Burlington,  N.  J.,  desires  information  about  his 
brother,  Samuel  Phillips,  11th  Ohio  Volunteers. 

Mrs.  H.  Griffin,  1727  Eddy  St,  San  Francisco,  desires  address  of  ship- 
mates of  Geo.  B.  Griffen,  late  commander  U.  S.  S.  Heliotrope  in  Potomac 
Flotilla,  in  May,  1865,  among  them  Samuel  Davis,  O.  G.  Flioa  and  Ed- 
ward J.  Cahill. 

John  Ledbetter,  Adjutant  Post  84,  Canton,  Kas.,  desires  address  of 
J.  C.  Fox,  Wardmaster  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  at  St.  Louis. 

W.  D.  Miller,  Alton,  111.,  desires  address  of  Captain  J.  B.  Coltoo, 
formerly  A.  A.  Quartermaster  in  Gen.  Wm.  R.  Curtis'  Corps;  also  Capt. 
Sawyer,  of  same  command. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Kent,  350  Patton  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  desires  address  of 
David  Payne  and  Allen  Irwin,  formerly  members  of  1st  Kansas  Battery. 

Henry  F.  Bowers,  123  Ferry  St.,  Troy,  N.  Y.,  desires  address  of 
Michael  McCormick,  Ist  Lieut.  Co.  C,  3d  N.  J.  Cavalry,  or,  if  dead,  evi- 
dence of  that  fact.     Last  heard  of  at  Racine,  Wis. 

John  R.  Nelson,  Glasgow,  Montana,  desires  address  of  Maj.  Stephen- 
son, 3d  Penn.  Hvy.  Arty. 
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J.  D.  B.    Rucks,  Wilson's,  Va.,  desires  information  of  Maj.  Fleete 
Tiffany,  late  of  Gen.  Wilcox's  command. 

By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 
IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Gomnumder-in-Chief, 

Adjutant-  General. 


Hbadquabters  Grand  Army  op  the  Republic, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  30,  1895. 
General  Orders,  \ 
No.  3.  / 

I.  In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  National  Encampment  at 
Louisville  attention  is  called  to  the  liberal  provisions  made  for  reinstate- 
ment of  members  dropped  from  the  rolls  for  non-payment  of  dues. 

It  is  no  longer  obligatory  for  a  dropped  comrade  rejoining  his  former 
Post  to  make  application  on  the  form  prescribed  for  a  new  member  and 
refer  the  same  to  a  committee.  A  written  request  only  for  reinstatement  is 
necessary,  which  can  be  passed  upon  at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  Post  by 
a  majority  viva  voce  vote.  The  amount  of  back  dues  required  is  to  be 
named  by  the  Post,  but  not  exceeding  one  year's  dues.  If  the  dropped 
comrade,  for  any  good  reason,  desires  to  join  another  than  his  former  Post 
he  must  make  application  in  due  form,  so  that  his  military  record,  as  called 
for  in  the  application,  may  be  on  file  in  the  Post,  and  not  exceeding  one 
year's  dues  must  be  paid  to  the  Post  of  which  he  was  formerly  a  member. 
Section  4,  Article  IV,  Chapter  V,  of  Rules,  as  amended  reads  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  If  a  member  of  a  Post  shall  be  one  year  in  arrears  for  dues  he 
shall  be  notified  thereof  in  writing  by  the  Post  Quartermaster,  and  on 
failure  for  two  months  thereafter  to  pay  such  dues,  he  may,  by  vote  of  the 
Post,  be  dropped  from  the  rolls,  unless  relieved  from  such  payment:  Pro- 
tndedy  That  he  has  been  previously  suspended  and  so  reported  in  accord- 
ance with  the  preceding  section.  A  comrade  may  be  reinstated  in  the  Post 
from  which  he  was  dropped  by  making  a  written  statement  to  that  effect, 
and  on  receiving  a  majority  vote  of  those  present  at  any  regular  meeting, 
upon  payment  of  not  exceeding  one  year's  dues.  A  comrade  may  be  rein- 
stated in  a  Post  other  than  that  from  which  he  was  dropped,  upon  applica- 
tion duly  made,  referred  and  reported  upon,  and*  on  payment  of  not  exceed- 
ing one  year's  dues,  which  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  Post  receiving  him  to 
the  Post  of  which  he  was  formerly  a  member,  but  when  reinstated  by  a 
Post  other  than  the  one  that  dropped  him  he  shall  pay  such  additional  fee 
as  may  be  agreed  upon,  not  exceeding  the  amount  charged  upon  applica- 
tion for  membership  by  transfer.  If  the  Post  of  such  dropped  member  has 
been  disbanded,  the  amount  of  such  arrearages  shall  be  retained  by  the 
Post  electing  him.  A  dropped  member  on  being  reinstated  shall  not  be 
re-obligated. 
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II.  Following  Section  4,  Article  I,  Chapter  2,  was  added  a  very  im- 
portant amendment  concerning  Posts  situated  in  cities  or  towns  where,  by 
the  operation  of  natural  causes,  the  comrades  are  unable  to  maintain  sev- 
eral separate  organizations,  but  will  better  serve  themselves  and  the  pur- 
poses of  our  order  by  consolidation.  The  sentiment  and  determination  to 
retain  membership  in  our  order  should  be  stronger  to-day  than  ever  before. 
The  section  is  as  follows : 

"Section  5.  Consolidation  of  Posts.  When  two  or  more  Posts  desire 
to  consolidate,  written  or  printed  notice  of  such  proposed  action  shall  be 
given  to  all  members  in  good  standing  at  least  two  weeks  prior  to  the  date 
of  meeting  for  consideration  of  such  proposition  in  each  of  said  Posts.  If 
such  proposition  shall  be  then  adopted  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  present  and  voting  at  such  meeting,  the  vote  being 
recorded  by  ayes  and  noes,  the  fact  shall  be  duly  certified  by  each  Post  to 
the  Department  Commander.  When  so  approved  by  two  or  more  Posts  the 
Department  Commander  shall  issue,  without  charge,  a  new  charter  reciting 
the  facts  of  such  consolidation,  and  bearing  the  names  of  all  members  in 
good  standing  in  such  Posts.  The  new  charter  shall  bear  the  number  and 
rank  from  the  date  of  charter  of  the  senior  Post,  but  a  new  name  or  the 
name  of  either  or  both  may  be  taken,  when  approved  by  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  members  present  and  voting  at  the  first  meeting  called  under  such 
new  charter,  and  upon  approval  of  the  Department  Commander.  The 
property  of  each  of  the  Posts  shall  be  conveyed  to  and  become  the  property 
of  the  Post  as  consolidated.  All  past  officers  in  each  shall  be  entitled  to 
rank  as  of  date  of  service  in  their  respective  Posts.'' 

III.  The  following  clause  was  added  to  Section  7,  Article  VI,  Chap- 
ter V,  at  the  close  thereof : 

"Any  comrade  sentenced  by  a  Post  Court-Martial  to  dishonorable  dis- 
charge or  degradation  from  office,  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  whose  decision  shall  be  final,  unless  reversed  by  the 
National  Encampment:  Provided^  however,  That  such  appeal  must  be 
taken  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  service  of  written  notice  upon 
the  accused  of  the  decision  of  the  Department  Commander  reviewing  the 
case." 

IV.  The  Inspector-General,  in  his  annual  report,  recommended  that 
the  time  of  inspections,  as  set  forth  in  Section  1,  Article  V,  Chapter  5,  be 
changed  so  that  inspections  shall  take  place  between  November  1  and 
December  31.  The  committee  on  his  report  indorsed  all  his  recommenda- 
tions, and  this  was  adopted.  Therefore  this  becomes  a  part  of  Rules  and 
Begulations. 

V.  The  National  Encampment  also  adopted  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Regulations  that  the  names  of  rejected  candi- 
dates should  not  be  published  in  General  Orders. 

VI.  By  direction  of  the  National  Encampment  one  copy  of  Rules  and 
Regulations  for  each  Post  is  sent  with  this  order,  with  inntructions  to  pre- 
serve the  same  as  the  property  of  the  Post,  and  not  to  be  removed  from  Post 
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room.  There  have  also  been  printed  slips  containing  the  amended  sections 
for  insertion  in  copies  heretofore  issued.  Assistant  Adjutant-Gtenerals  will 
advise  this  office  as  to  the  number  required. 

67  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 
IRVIN  ROBBINS.  (hmmand^'in- Chief. 

AdjtUantr  Oeneral, 


Headquabtebs  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Indian AP0118,  Ind.,  November  4,  1895. 
General  Orders,  \ 
No.  4.  / 

I,     The  following  appointments  are  announced : 

Special  Aide  in  charge  of  Military  Instruction  in  Public  Schools,  Com- 
rade Henry  H.  Adams,  No.  177  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

Department  Commanders  will  recommend  to  Comrade  Adams,  as  soon 
as  possible,  a  suitable  Comrade  as  aide  for  this  duty. 

COMMITTEX  ON  PENSIONS. 

Comrade  Benjamin  Brooke Philadelphia,  Pa. 

**       William  A.  Ketcham Indianapolis,  Ind. 

*'       Albert  D.  Shaw Watertown,  N.  Y. 

"       W.  W.  Dudley Washington,  D.  C. 

"       T.  S.  aarkson Omaha,  Neb. 

COMMITTEE  ON  REVISION  OF  INSTALLATION  SERVICES. 

Comrade  W.  A.  Wetherbee Newton,  Mass. 

*'       George  Edward  Allen Providence,  R  I. 

"       Frank  Seaman Enozville,  Tenn. 

The  committee  to  formulate  a  plan  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to 
Loyal  Women  of  the  War,  will  consist  of 

Comrade  Ell  Torrance Minneapolis,  Minn. 

"       S.  S.  Burdett Washington,  D.  C. 

**        A.  M.  Warner Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

"        Washington  Gardner Lansing,  Mich. 

"        Ira  M.  Hedges Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 

The  committee  to  memorialize  Congress  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  Memorial  Day  at  National  Cemeteries  in  the  South  will 
consist  of 
Comrade  Charles  T.  Watson Atlanta,  Ga. 

"       S.  H.  Hurst Chillicothe,  Ohio. 

**       Jas,  H.  Kidd Ionia,  Mich. 
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II.  The  member  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration  from 
Indian  Territory  is  Comrade  Robert  W.  Hill,  Muskogee,  I.  T. 

The  address  of  Comrade  E.  P.  Farr,  of  the  National  Council,  should 
be  Pierre,  South  Dakota. 

The  address  of  J.  W.  Crawford,  of  New  Mexico,  at  present  is  162  West 
103d  Street,  New  York  City. 

III.  The  Commander-in-Chief  invites  the  attention  of  all  Comrades 
who  may  be  appointed  to  any  position,  to  the  great  necessity  of  energetic 
work  in  their  several  places,  and  indulges  the  hope  that  no  one  may  be  con- 
tent to  wear  the  honors  without  making  some  sacrifice  in  time  and  labor, 
for  the  good  of  our  order.    The  following  Comrades  are  announced  as 

AIDE8-D&-CAMP. 


Geo.  Hoxworth,  Flagstaff. 


ARIZONA. 

Chas.  1).  Beppy,  Florence. 


CALIFOBNIA. 


John  McDonald,  Pasadena. 
Frank  Miller,  Sacramento. 
T.  Frank  Smith,  San  Jose. 
T.  C.  Masteller,  San  Francisco. 
Sam  Eutz,  Los  Angeles. 
J.  6.  Lauck,  San  Francisco. 


Leverett  Howell,  San  Francisco. 
L.  F.  Smith,  Santa  Cruz. 
H.  Z.  Osborne,  Ijos  Angeles. 
T.  K.  Stateler,  San  Francisco. 
Geo.  F.  Ford,  Carson,  Neb. 


John  L.  Comstock,  Norwich. 
Joseph  Schleicher,  New  Haven 


CONNECTICUT. 

Russell  A.  Belden,  New  Haven. 


FLORIDA. 

Wm.  J.  Allen,  Jacksonville.  Wm.  James,  Jacksonville. 


ILLINOIS. 


Louis  Erughoff,  Nashville. 
C.  C.  Starkweather,  Chicago. 
Joseph  Fuess,  Belleville. 
8.  A.  Oliver,  Joliet. 
F.  M.  Grant,  Canton. 
James  Bottom,  Sparta. 
J.  H.  Freeman,  Aurora. 
R.  P.  Lytle,  Decatur. 
Chas.  H.  Noble,  Dixon. 
R.  B.  Chappell,  Englewood. 
C.  C.  Duflfy.  OtUwa. 


C.  H.  Castle,  Quincy. 
A.  M.  Schilling,  Chicago. 
Horace  Dexter,  Chicago. 
L.  S.  Lambert,  Galesburg. 
G.  H.  Harris,  Bloomington. 
C.  A.  Partridge,  Waukegan. 
Z,  R.  Winslow,  Chicago. 
L.  B.  Conpland,  Austin, 
Theo.  F.  Brown,  Chicago. 
T.  S.  Rogers,  Downer's  Grove. 
Alex.  Austin,  Oak  Park. 
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J.  N.  Reece,  Springfield. 
O.  H.  Damon,  Gibson  City. 
J.  W.  Hutchinson,  Greenfield. 
John  8.  Wilcox,  Elgin. 
L.  B.  Church,  Cairo. 


W.  T.  Boyd,  Peoria. 
A.  B.  Kipp,  Minonk. 
W.  D.  Matlock,  Mattoon. 
E.  F.  Baker,  Chicago. 


G^rge  F.  McGinnis,  Indianapolis. 
H.  M.  Bronson,  Indianapolis. 
Lawrence  Gates,  AngoU. 
Wm.  Fightner,  Marion. 
George  W.  Grubbs,  Martinsville. 
Wm.  D,  Mull,  Rockville. 
Elder  Cooper,  Eyansville. 
Henry  M.  Cay  lor,  Noblesville. 
Z.  A.  Smith,  Indianapolis. 
Charles  Kahlo,  Indianapolis. 
L.  M.  Spotts,  Roann. 
J.  W.  Stratton,  Valparaiso. 
Chas.  W.  Scott,  Lebanon. 
Lawrence  Burget,  Terre  Haute. 
Wm.  D.  McCullough,  Brazil. 
Jas.  R.  Henry,  Gosport. 


Daniel  M.  Ransdell,  Indianapolis. 
M.  R.  Johnson,  Ft.  Wayne. 
H.  A.  Root,  Michigan  City. 
Harry  Watts,  Kuightstown. 
B.  M.  Hutchins,  Columbus. 
George  W.  Boyd,  Covington. 
Sam  Laing,  Indianapolis. 
W.  H.  Hart,  Frankfort. 
Moses  G.  McLain,  Indianapolis. 
T.  J.  Charlton,  Plainfield. 
R.  S.  Chamberlain,  Elkhart. 
Benj.  Starr,  Richmond. 
Russell  P.  Finney,  New  Albany. 
A.  H.  Plummer,  Wabash. 
W.  S.  Haggard,  LaFayette. 
Daniel  D.  Wheeler,  Terre  Haute. 


KANSAS. 


Fletcher  Meredith,  Hutchinson. 


Wm.  M.  Harton,  Fowlerville. 
George  H.  Keating,  Bay  City. 


MICHIOAN. 


Henry  King,  Owasso. 


NEBRASKA. 


Theodore  Wiseman,  Omaha. 
J.  M.  Walker,  Ohiowa. 
O.  Home,  Syracuse. 
H.  £.  Pond,  Red  Cloud. 
W.  H.  Pillsburg,  Fullerton. 
S.  C.  Evans,  Qarks. 
A.  Graham,  Beatrice. 


Geo.  E.  Whitman,  Oxford. 
J.  D.  Woods,  Lincoln. 
J.  F.  Heine,  Hooper. 
S.  K.  Spaulding,  Omaha. 
J.  K.  Paxton,  Carrico. 
J.  W.  Dolan,  Indianola. 
Wm.  M.  Gifford,  Lewiston. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


John  H.  Snow,  Warner.  John  McNally,  Manchester. 

Chas.  E.  Conant,  Ayres  Village,  Mass.  Van  B.  Glazier,  Lisbon. 

Lorenzo  D.  Bean,  N.  Sandwich.  Chas.  M.  Armstrong,  Farmington. 
Jesse  Tuttle,  Berlin. 
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NEW  JERSEY. 


Wm.  W.  Conover,  Jr.,  Middletown.       Chas.  E.  Clearman,  Belleville. 
P.  F.  McManus,  Trenton.  M.  V.  Kennelly,  Jersey  City. 

Wm.  McCall,  Patterson. 


NEW    YORK. 


David  A.  Pitcher,  Brooklyn.  Dana  A.  Rose,  New  York  City. 

R.  W.  L'Hommediea,  Brooklyn. 

OHIO. 

Elias  R.  Monfort,  Cincinnati.  F.  C.  Stanley,  Edison. 

D.  Hart  Hensley,  Hamilton. 

OKLAHOMA    TER.  ' 

8.  G.  A.  Field,  Crescent.  A.  Katchum,  Oklahoma  City. 

OREGON. 

A.  W.  Miller,  Portland.  Thos.  Prothero,  LaGrande. 

John  Patrick,  Grants  Pass.  O.  H.  By  land,  Hubbard. 

TEXAS. 

W.  A.  Carnahan,  Waco. 

UTAH. 

D.  R.  Lowell,  Ft.  Douglass. 

WISCONSIN. 

W.  H.  Bacon,  Kenosha. 

WASHINGTON    AND    ALASKA. 

J.  W.  Langley,  Seattle.  John  D.  Geoghegan,  Vancouver. 

W.  H.  Spencer,  Harvey.  Tbad.  Huston,  Tacoma. 

W.  A.  Cannon,  Spokane. 

The  comrades  announced  above  are  requested  to  notify  the  Adjutant- 
General  of  their  acceptance  at  once,  when  commissions  will  be  issued. 

IV.  Several  Department  Commanders  have  omitted  recommending  to 
Comrade  Wm.  M.  Olin,  Inspector-General,  the  name  of  a  suitable  comrade 
for  Assistant  Inspector-General. 

V.  The  Commander-in-Chief  desires  to  call  the  special  attention  of 
Poets  to  our  great  auxiliary,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  which  has  proved, 
by  years  of  earnest,  patient  work,  that  its  members  are  possessed  of  the 
same  patriotic  fervor  that  animated  the  loyal  women  of  the  land  from  1861 
to  1865.  By  their  willing  aid  and  cheerful  cooperation  Post  halls  have 
been  brightened,  the  membership  strengthened,  and  the  organization  en- 
nobled. 
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VI.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  our  natural  successors  in  patriotic  work. 
But  a  few  years  will  elapse  before  they  will  take  our  places  in  rendering 
assistance  to  the  comrades  who  may  survive.  It  is  recommended  that  every 
encouragcement  be  given  this  organization,  and  comrades  should  lend  their 
influence  in  establishing  Camps  where  none  now  exist.  The  address  of 
W.  H.  Russell,  their  Commander-in-Chief,  will  soon  reach  every  Post,  and 
it  is  recommended  to  be  read  at  a  regular  meeting. 

VII.  An  association  composed  of  Union  and  Confederate  veterans  has 
been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  legislation  needed  for  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Military'Park  at  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  commends  the  object  for  which  the  associa- 
tion has  been  formed,  and  requests  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  to 
encourage  and  assist  it  in  every  way  possible.  The  importance  of  this 
great  national  and  patriotic  undertaking  that  proposes  to  establish  by  the 
side  of  the  mighty  river  which  proclaims  the  unity  of  our  common  country, 
a  perpetual  memorial  to  American  manhood  and  to  the  genius  of  the  great 
soldier  who  here  stepped  into  the  front  rank  of  the  great  commanders  of 
the  world,  should  be  urged  upon  your  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress.  Full  information  will  be  furnished  by  Capt.  W.  T.  Rigby,  Mt 
Vernon,  la.,  secretary  of  the  association. 

VIII.  The  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  advised  that  the  Encamp- 
ment Committee  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  left  over  many  souvenirs  of  various 
beautiful  designs,  made  from  cannon  used  by  the  Union  and  Confederate 
armies  during  the  War.  The  Committee  proposes  to  sell  these  souvenirs 
and  apply  the  total  proceeds  to  the  relief  of  the  families  of  the  young  men 
of  the  Louisville  Legion  who  were  killed  by  an  explosion  during  the  En- 
campment. The  object  is  a  worthy  one.  Fuller  information  may  be  ob- 
tained by  addressing  Thomas  H.  Sherley,  President,  Louisville. 

IX.  Information  is  requested  concerning  Comrades  as  noted  herein: 
By  Jacob  Mushbaugh,  East  Peoria,  111.,  of  Capt.  W.  N.  Riley,  Co.  I, 

156th  III. 

By  Mrs.  E.  Arnest,  St.  Mary's,  Kas.,  of  some  one  who  served  in  Co.  E, 
1st  N.  Y.  Cav. 

By  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Haughey,  Potosi,  Mo.,  of  any  one  who  served  with 
her  husband  on  ship  Onondago,  1864  or  1865. 

By  John  H.  Osts,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  of  William  Croffut,  Co.  E,  2d 
Mass.  Cav. 

By  Thomas  V.  Salisbury,  Adjt.  Post  72,  Martin's  Ferry,  Ohio,  of  Robt. 
Mansberger,  of  Ewing's  Battery  W.  Va.,  or  George  R.  McCune,  late  Co.  C, 
IstW.  Va.  Inf'ty. 

By  Mrs.  E.  M.  Joyce,  Havana,  III.,  of  Michael  Smith,  Co.  K,  9th 
111.  Inf'ty. 

By  George  W.  Oakley,  166  Eckford  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  of  any  one 
who  knew  Thos.  J.  Arnold,  Co.  L,  Ist  Mo.  Cav. 
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By  A.  L.  Humphrey,  Central  Square,  N.  Y.,  of  Orange  J.  Cressey, 
Co.  D,  24th  N.  Y.  Inf'ty. 

By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 
IRVIN  BOBBINS,  *  Commander-in-ChUf, 

Adjutanl-  General. 


Headquabters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  December  22,  1896. 
Gbnebal  Orders,  \ 
No.  5.  / 

'  I.     The  following  additional  appointments  are  announced : 
G^D.  E.  C.  Mason,  U.  S.  A.,  retired,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Assistant- Adju- 
tant-General. 

J.  L.  Bennett,  Chicago,  111.,  Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral. 

ASSISTANT  INSPECTORS-GENERAL. 

Department,  Name.  Address. 

Alabama. George  F.  Jackson Birmingham. 

Arizona Henry  E.  Lacy Tucson. 

Arkansas. S.  H.  Sherlock Ft.  Smith. 

California T.  8.  Taylor San  Francisco. 

Colorado N.  A.  Baker Denver. 

Connecticut Christian  Quinn Danbury. 

Delaware Elwood  Craig Wilmington. 

Florida George  H.  Atwood. ...  St.  Augustine. 

Georgia James  O.  Ladd Summerville,  S.  C. 

Idaho W.  W.  Hammell Wallace. 

Illinois Ed.  Kirk,  Jr Englewood. 

Indiana Jasper  E.  Lewis South  Bend. 

Iowa F.  M.  Thompson Rock  Rapids. 

Kansas Ed.  F.  Jones Holton. 

Kentucky Charles  E.  Carroll Louisville. 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi . .  .Oscar  Pilman New  Orleans. 

Maine John  F.  Foster Bangor. 

Maryland Alex.  M.  Briscoe Baltimore. 

Massachusetts William  L.  Gage South  Braintree. 

Minnesota Harrison  White Beaver  Creek. 

Missouri John  W.  Scott Moberly. 

Montana P.  H.  Manchester Butte. 

Nebraska F.  M.  Ross Lincoln. 

New  Hampshire D.  Arthur  Brown Penacook. 

New  Jersey Wm.  H.  Carman Asbury  Park. 
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New  Mexico W.  S.  Fletcher Santa  Fe. 

New  York G.  W.  Stanley Batavia. 

North  Dakota W.  H.  Robinson Maysville. 

Ohio John  ^.  Green Zanesville. 

Oklahoma  Territory D.  M.  Yonkerman McLoud. 

Orejaron W.  B.  Taylor Portland. 

Potomac Charles  W.  Shelton . . .  Washington,  D.  C. 

Rhode  Island G.  M.  Turner Providence. 

Sooth  Dakota R.  T.  Robinson Mitchel. 

Tennessee Frank  Weisse Nashville. 

Texas T.  W.  Manchester Fort  Worth. 

Utah ; Justus  Witherell Ogden. 

Vermont James  E.  Eldridge West  Randolph. 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina. C.  D.  Grew Portsmouth,  Va. 

Washington A.  E.  Dearborn Central  ia. 

Wisconsin 8.  W.  Eager Racine. 


AIDES  ON   MILITARY   INSTRUCTION   IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Department.  Name.  Address. 

Alabama A.  N.  Ballard Birmingham. 

Arizona W.  H.  Ferguson Prescott. 

Arkansas Thos.  Boles Ft.  Smith. 

Connecticut Warren  Lee  Gofs Norwich. 

Delaware A.  J.  Woodman Wilmington. 

Florida Samuel  H.  Lancey Maitland. 

Idaho C.  A.  Clark Boise  City. 

Illinois James  M.  Rice Peoria. 

Indiana Wm.  M.  Cochran Indianapolis. 

Iowa Clinton  Douglass Des  Moines. 

Kansas O.  C.  Hill Hiawatha. 

Kentucky John  T.  Gunn Islington. 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi  . . .  Ernest  Longpre New  Orleans. 

Maine Joseph  B.  Peeks Dover. 

Maryland Geo.  R.  Graham Baltimore. 

Montana F.  P.  Sterling Helena. 

Nebraska C.  E.  Burmester Omaha. 

New  Jersey Jos.  A.  Sedam New  Brunswick. 

New  Mexico E.  S.  Stover Albuquerque. 

Ohio F.  G.  Steele Newark. 

Oklahoma  Territory Frank  McMaster Oklahoma  City. 

Potomac W.  W.  p:idridge Washington,  D.  C. 

Texas W\  C.  Kretsinger Denison. 

I'tah P:.  W.  Tatlock Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont A.  W.  Fuller St.  Albans. 
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Virginia  aud  N.  Carolina . .  {  ^  ^  ^te^^-^ Norfolk   Va 

^  I  W.  H.  Deaver Asheville,  N.  C. 

Washington L.  M.  Lambert Walla  Walla. 

Wisconsin G.  W.  Borchard Ft.  Atkinson. 


269 


AIDES-DE-CAMP. 

ALABAMA. 

G.  B.  Randolph,  Anuiston.  M.  C.  Scott,  Montgomery. 

ARKANSAS. 

Oscar  M.  Spellman,  Lake  Farm.  Charles  M.  Green,  HarrLson. 


COLORADO  AND   WYOMING. 


John  D.  O'Brien,  Douglas,  Wy. 
John  F.  Crawley,  Cheyenne,  Wy. 
Charles  L.  Burpee,  Denver,  Col. 


M.  A.  Hance,  Laramie  City,  Wy. 
Philip  Trounstine,  Denver,  Col. 
Geo.  W.  Cox,  Denver,  Col. 


J.  S.  Bradley,  Milford. 
Caspar  Miller,  Dover. 


Peter  Martin,  Pocatello. 


DELAWARE. 

M.  B.  Betts,  Millsboro. 

IDAHO. 

Monroe  Daggett,  St.  Marie. 


ILLINOIS. 


Joseph  Hooker  Wood,  Chicago. 
Jesse  G.  King,  Chicago. 
J.  G.  Everest,  Chicago. 
W.  P.  Rend,  Chicago. 
Jas.  J.  Healy,  Chicago. 


H.  S.  Dietrich,  Chicago. 
Addison  A.  Adair,  Oak  Park. 
J.  S.  Crane,  Chicago. 
L.  W.  Campbell,  Chicago. 


INDIANA. 


David  F.  Allen,  Frankfort. 

B.  B.  Campbell,  Anderson. 

C.  C.  Schreeder,  Evansville. 
George  C.  Webster,  Indianapolis. 


Sam.  M.  Compton,  Indianapolis. 
Jas.  R.  Ross,  Indianapolis. 
Robert  Blackburn,  Decatur. 
W.  E.  Jeffries,  Indianapolis. 
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R.  L.  Chase,  Des  Moines. 
J.  M.  Emery,  Le  Mars. 
J.  A.  Wheeler,  Manchester. 
Harry  B.  Shaw,  Nora  Springs. 
John  E.  Jayne,  Iowa  City. 
M.  D.  Burkett,  Oskaloosa. 
E.  B.  Soper,  Emmetsburg. 
Peter  Kinne,  Jr.,  Dubaque. 
David  B.  Hammill,  Keokuk. 
J.  J.  Moore,  Des  Moines. 
Thomas  Bell,  Fairfield. 


J.  M.  Leidigh,  Speareville. 
Lorenzo  Pearson,  Manhattan. 
W.  H.  Hornaday,  Topeka. 
O.  H.  Coulter,  Topeka. 


A.  R.  Dewey,  Washington. 
John  Cook,  West  Union. 
C.  A.  Stanton,  Centerville. 

E.  R.  Hutchins,  Des  Moines. 
M.  B.  Davis,  Sioux  City. 

F.  D.  Bayliss,  Elkader. 
W.  T.  Rigby,  Stan  wood. 

T.  J.  Fletcher,  Marshalltown. 
W.  N.  Parker,  Des  Moines. 
R.  P.  Clarkson,  Des  Moines. 


KANSAS. 


J.  R.  Carter,  Columbus. 
W.  E.  Richey,  Harveyville. 
S.  W.  Wilder,  Topeka. 


KENTUCKY. 

Edwin  Farley,  Paducah. 


LOUISIANA   Aia>  MISSISSIPPI. 


H.  C.  Warmoth,  New  Orleans. 
H.  N.  Singleton,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 


D.  E.  Sweet,  Mermenton,  La. 
T.  J.  Boswell,  New  Orleans. 


MAIN^. 


Caleb  N.  Lang,  Portland. 
Varanus  L.  Coffin,  Harrington. 
Jos.  H.  Lombard,  Brunswick. 
Jas.  E.  Parsons,  Ellsworth. 
Thos.  G.  Libby,  Vinal  Haven. 
Cyrus  S.  Tucker,  Norway. 
Geo.  D.  Downings,  Dover. 
Jos.  T.  Johnson,  St.  Albans. 
Alexander  B.  Sumner,  Lubec. 


Benjamin  F.  Beals,  Auburn. 
Henry  O.  Perry,  Ft.  Fairfield. 
Edwin  I.  Merrill,  Farmington. 
Silas  Adams,  Waterville. 
Jas.  H.  Stanwood,  Waldoboro. 
Charles  Hamlin,  Bangor. 
John  H.  Raymond,  Bath. 
Samuel  A.  My  rick,  Unity. 
Timothy  Elliott,  Saco. 


George  H.  Wilson,  Baltimore. 
Ezra  Rohrer,  Cumberland. 
John  G.  Taylor,  Baltimore. 


MARYLAND. 


John  T.  Cole,  Baltimore. 
Joseph  Russett,  Baltimore. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 


H.  J.  CuBhing,  Lowell. 
William  L.  Ross,  Boston. 
Lacius  Field,  Clinton. 
George  Bliss,  Warren. 
Charles  Thompson,  Stoneham. 
Linos  £.  Clark,  Charleston. 
F.  M.  Kingman,  E.  Bridgewater. 
L.  F.  Mendell,  Plainville. 
James  N.  Parker,  New  Bedford. 
J.  D.  S.  Baldwin,  Lowell. 
C.  M.  Sprague,  Lynn. 
James  F.  Clark,  Haverhill. 
J.  A.  Titus,  Athol. 
Arthur  F.  Slate,  Orange. 
Elias  W-  Bourne,  Maiden. 
William  H.  Warren,  Medford. 
William  P.  Henry,  Charlestown. 
Henry  Parsons,  Marlboro. 
Charles  McDermott,  Roxbury. 
Thomas  Swasey,  Marblehead. 


S.  C.  Frost,  Arlington. 

A.  B.  C.  Deming,  Palmer. 

W.  D.  Tripp,  Newton. 

William  H.  Baker,  Lynn, 

E.  E.  Phelps,  Adams. 

John  Fleet,  Fall  River. 

C.  W.  Comstock,  Upton. 

Albert  Pindar,  Lowell. 

Francis  Locke,  Gloucester. 

William  Mink,  Pittsfield. 

Thomas  J.  Long,  Boston. 

C.  C.  Adams,  Boston. 

Frank  A.  Lewis,  North  Weymouth. 

E.  T.  Harvell,  Rockland. 

Henry  D.  Winde,  Chelsea. 

C.  R.  Kaplinger,  Springfield. 

M.  J.  Conry,  Cambridge. 

John  Anderson,  Belchertown. 

M.  H.  Bush,  Boston. 


Thomas  N.  Stevens,  Stanton. 
A.  J.  Harrington,  St.  Louis. 


MICHIGAN. 

G.  W.  Jackson,  Dundee. 

MINNESOTA. 


John  W.  Hannay,  Capt.  U.  S.  A.,  Fort  Snelling. 
Joseph  L.  Dobbin,  Minneapolis. 


MISSOURI. 


Fred.  Flanger,  St.  Louis. 
W.  F.  Henry,  Kansas  City. 
Thomas  W.  Evans,  St.  Joseph. 
E.  S.  McMurphy,  Macon. 
M.  Wetzler,  Trenton. 
Arthur  F.  Roth,  St.  Louis. 
A.  Bierwirth,  Cape  Girardeau. 
David  Murphy,  St.  Louis. 
Christian  Starwitz,  St.  Louis. 


Anthony  Englemann,  St.  IjOUis. 
A.  McCandless,  Moberly. 
O.  F.  Oeters,  St.  Louis. 
J.  P.  Piatt,  Kingston. 

E.  S.  Gurney,  Kidder. 
Geo.  S.  Grove r,  St.  I^ouis. 

F.  M.  Lewis,  Sumner. 
Herman  Angermueller,  St.  Ix)uis. 
H.  T.  Holmes,  Jefferson  City. 


MONTANA. 

William  H.  Safl[ord,  Great  Falls.  Hugh  S.  Donnelly,  Helena. 
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AmoB  R.  Dease,  Camden. 


NEW   JERSEY. 

J.  E.  Simons,  Vinceutown. 


C.  W.  Rickard,  Raton. 


NEW   MEXICO. 

John  A.  Ross,  Las  Vegas. 


NEW   YORK. 


Richard  W.  Meade,  New  York  City. 
Chas.  H.  T.  Collis,  New  York  City. 
Jas.  F.  Keen  an,  Brooklyn. 
E.  P.  Putnam,  Jamestown. 
C.  H.  Schemerhorn,  Olean. 
A.  McD.  Shoemaker,  Albany. 
Ferdinand  Levy,  New  York  City. 
G«o.  S.  Burke,  Rochester. 
Thomas  Birdsall,  N.  Tarry  town. 
James  Dolan,  Watertown. 
Henry  King,  Newburgh. 
Henry  A.  Kraus,  New  York  City. 
J.  E.  Kirwin,  New  York  City. 
Jas.  J.  Lent,  Highland  Falls. 
Frank  A.  Howell,  New  York  City. 
Frederick  Cossum,  Auburn. 
Chas.  F.  Wilcox,  Brooklyn. 
Thomas  Harrison,  New  York  City. 
Wm.  Robinson,  New  York  City. 
David  P.  Arnold,  New  York  City. 
E.  A.  Doty,  Lockport. 
J.  Hammerschmidt,  New  York  City. 
Wra.  H.  Parshall,  Brooklyn. 


Louis  Lu  Bobbins,  Nyack. 
John  Beaver,  New  York  City. 
Alex.  Merritt,  New  York  City. 
R.  Wallace  St.  Clair,  Sanborn. 
F.  H.  Fassett,  Kingston. 
W.  J.  Lloyd,  Lansingburg. 
Thomas  Britton,  Riverhead. 
.  Thomas  Purcell,  Gloversville. 
Geo.  J.  Campbell,  Nunda. 
H.  F.  Herkner,  New  York  City. 
David  Jones,  Utica. 
A.  D.  Mohr,  Brooklyn. 
H.  M.  Mould,  Keeseville. 
Carman  A.  Robinson,  Brooklyn. 
W.  E.  Bowen,  Clinton. 
Jos.  C.  Wolff,  New  York  City. 
Lucius  W.  Drew,  Indianapolis. 
E.  Chase,  Matteawan. 
Jas.  J.  Law  ley,  Brooklyn. 
Franklin  B.  Case,  Brooklyn. 
George  Askew,  Haverstraw. 
W.  Ackerman,  Poughkeepsie. 


NORTH   DAKOTA. 

Jas.  H.  Matthews,  Larimore.  D.  W.  Luke,  Grand  Forks. 


OHIO. 


S.  H.  Hurst,  Chillicothe. 
H.  Q.  Sargent,  Cleveland. 
William  J.  Gleason,  Cleveland. 
W.  C.  Grafton,  Marietta. 
W.  W.  Snodgrass,  Kenton. 
O.  W.  Aldrich,  N.  Columbus. 
D.  W.  C.  Bellville,  Cincinnati. 
M.  A.  McGuire,  Cincinnaii. 


Allen  T.  Brinsmade,  Cleveland. 
J.  R.  Sanford,  Cleveland. 
Jos.  B.  Molyneaux,  Cleveland. 
J.  E.  Shellenberger,  Piqua. 
William  A.  Taylor,  Mansfield. 
J.  T.  Booth,  Cincinnati. 
G.  H.  DeGamo,  Lind^le. 
George  Monteith,  Cincinnati. 
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Aaron  T.  Baldwin,  Akron. 
R.  F.  Raj,  Burton. 
H,  H.  Thrall,  Xenia. 
J.  S.  Earns,  Lima. 
M.  £.  Stamats,  Richwood. 
H.  W.  Lindergreen,  Geneva. 
Jas.  M.  Ajers,  Hamilton. 
K  L.  Allbrittain,  Columbas. 
Orson  Sage,  E.  Toledo. 
Jas.  W.  Cook,  Toledo. 
J.  C.  Grannon,  Cincinnati. 


R.  M.  McDowell,  Medina. 

T.  C.  Lindsey,  Dayton. 

Calvin  D.  Wright,  Troy. 

Geo.  W.  Hulick,  Batavia. 

B.  H.  Millikin,  Washington  C.  H. 

T.  C.  Yates,  Feesburg. 

William  Felton,  Columbus. 

Jas.  M.  Hall,  Toledo. 

Chas.  Reed,  Toledo. 

Chas.  Bang,  Sandusky. 

Jos.  Myers,  Berlin  Heights. 


OREGON. 

Charles  P.  HoUoway,  Huntington. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


George  W.  Lees,  Philadelphia. 
Paul  L.  Levis,  Philadelphia. 
W.  H.  H.  Wasson,  Pittsburgh. 


J.  W.  Marshall,  Philadelphia. 

Emery  West,  Johnstown. 

St.  Clair  A.  Mulholland,  Phil'a. 


POTOMAC. 


W.  H.  Myers,  Washington. 
Fred.  I.  Dean,  Washington. 
Jas.  L.  Thornton,  Washington. 
Calvin  Famsworth,  Washington. 
B.  T.  Janney,  Washington. 
H.  S.  Linker,  Washington. 
Leander  P.  Williams,  Washington. 
Lorenzo  D.  Bumpus,  Washington. 
James  M.  Edgar,  Washington. 


Geo.  H.  Slaybaugh,  Washington. 
F.  L.  Campbell,  Washington. 
Michael  Mahaney,  Washington.  ' 
J.  H.  Dewees,  Washington. 
Wm.  P.  Seville,  Washington. 
Aaron  Baldwin,  Washington. 
George  E.  Lemon,  Washington. 
Ivory  G.  Kimball,  Washington. 
B.  F.  Chase,  Washington. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 


Chas.  O.  Ballou,  Providence. 
Robert  E.  Little,  Providence. 
Jas.  S.  Hudson,  Providence. 


Thos.  H.  Ray,  E.  Providence. 
Edmund  F.  Prentiss,  Providence. 
Geo.  Edw.  Allen,  Providence. 


SOUTH    DAKOTA. 


H.  W.  Bailey,  Faulkton. 

S.  R.  Shankland,  Custer  City. 


H.  H.  DeLong,  Canton. 

A.  T.  Bridgeman,  Springfield. 


TENNESSEE. 


D.  M.  Steward,  Chattanooga. 
W.  H.  Nelson,  Backwoods. 
W.  J.  DeGress,  City  of  Mexico. 
18— G.  A.  R. 


Halbert  B.  Case,  Chattanooga. 
W.  A.  Gage,  Knoxville. 
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TEXAS. 

C.  M.  Cutle,  Dallas.  John  Donaldson^  Sherman. 

John  Sullivan,  Dublin. 

UTAH. 

R.  H.  G.  Minty,  Ogden. 

VERMONT. 

S.  W.  Parkhuret,  St.  Johnsbury.  J.  H.  Lucie)  Montpelier. 

R.  E.  Welch,  Franklin.  George  E.  Green,  Brattleboro. 

W.  W.  McAllister,  Waitsfield.  Ozro  Meachman,  Brandon. 

0.  E.  Adams,  Arlington.  James  Young,  Montreal,  Can. 
A.  D.  Florence,  Montreal,  Can. 

VIBQTNIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

W.  P.  Sands,  National  Soldiers'  Home.  A.  L.  Woodworth,  Norfolk. 
E.  W.  Gurley,  Hendersonville,  N.  C. 

WISCONSIN. 

Hans  B.  Warner,  Ellsworth.  Edw.  McGlachlin,  Stevens'  Point. 

John  Meehan,  Darlington.  Robert  A.  Scott,  LaCrosse. 

1.  H.  Wing,  Bayfield.  A.  Erickson,  Black  River  Falls. 
L.  D.  Hinckley,  Waupun.  Charles  A.  Carter,  Milwaukee. 
A.  H.  Hollister,  Madison.  H.  C.  Van  Vechten,  Racine. 
Levi  J.  Billings,  Rhinelander.  Michael  Mangan,  Fond-du-Lac. 
W.  H.  Rogers,  Ft.  Atkinson.  F.  Heinemann,  Appleton. 

H.  R.  Allen,  Merrill. 

II.  The  following  comrades  are  appointed  a  committee  to  act  in  unison 
with  similar  committees  from  the  various  societies  of  women  organized  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  any  needy  and  distressed  comrades  and  their  fami- 
lies, to  effect  a  union  of  these  societies  into  one  body,  in  order  that  their 
energies  may  be  concentrated  and  strengthened,  and  all  cause  for  division 
among  our  comrades  on  this  subject  may  be  removed : 

Past  Commanders-in-Chief  S.  S.  Burdett,  William  Warner,  A.  G. 
Weissert,  J.  G.  B.  Adams,  Thomas  G.  Lawler. 

III.  The  National  Countersign  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  of  each  Department,  and  will  take  effect  on  the  Ist  of 
January.     Its  receipt  should  be  acknowledged  at  once. 

IV.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Adminis- 
tration convened  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  December  3,  and,  after  consultation 
with  the  local  committee,  fixed  the  date  of  the  opening  session  of  the 
Thirtieth  Annual  Encampment  for  Thursday,  September  3,  1896,  and  the 
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parade  for  Wednesday.  Thin  was  conditional  upon  the  completion  of  the 
agreement  by  the  railroads  to  give  a  uniform  rate  of  one  cent  a  mile  to 
and  from  St.  Paul,  which  was  verbally  pledged,  and  little  doubt  exists  of 
its  fulfillment. 

y.  E.  T.  Lee,  the  Secretary  of  the  Shiloh  Battlefield  Association, 
Monticello,  111.,  desires  the  name,  company  and  regiment,  with  postoffice 
address  of  every  man  living  who  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  on  April 
6  and  7,  1862. 

VI.  Information  is  requested  concerning  the  comrades  as  noted 
below: 

By  Mrs.  Martha  E.  Roberts,  of  the  certificate  division  of  the  Pension 
Office,  Washington,  the  name  and  address  of  any  comrade  of  Edwin 
Roberts,  Ck).  D,  7th  Ky.  Cav. 

By  William  A.  Browne,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  the  address  of  any  one  who 
knew  Hiram  W.  Cady,  of  Co.  D.  10th  111.  Cav. 

By  M.  M.  Murphy,  Post  Commander,  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  of  Rezin 
Baker,  Co.  C,  32d  Ohio  Vols.,  supposed  to  be  in  the  West. 

By  W.  F.  Montgomery,  Post  Commander,  Canton,  111.,  of  Francis  M. 
Smith,  Battery  D,  2d  111.  Artil. 

By  W.  A.  Ives,  Post  Commander,  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  of  William  G. 
Corbin,  Co.  F,  151st  New  York  Inf.,  afterwards  2d  Lieut.  32d  Regt.  U.  S. 
colored  troops,  last  heard  of  in  New  Mexico. 

By  Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Hirll,  207  Vet  Street,  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  of  any  one 
who  knew  Joseph  C.  Hirll,  Sergeant  Co.  K,  8th  Kan.  Inf.,  who  was  wounded 
at  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and  was  transferred  to  153d  Co.,  2d  Battalion 
Veteran*s  Reserve  Corps. 

By  Alex.  L.  Kincaid,  15  Penn.  St.,  Allegheny  City,  Pa.,  of  James 
Kincaid,  Co.  A,  5th  Regt.  W.  Va.  Cav. 

By  Daniel  Buckley,  Mt  Pleasant,  Mich.,  of  John  Backus,  Sergt.  Kelly, 
or  John  Burgeon,  late  of  Co.  K,  3d  U.  S.  Inf.,  Sergt.  Mason,  Co.  C,  37th 
U.  8.  Inf.,  or  Rudolph  Miller,  Andrew  Cullen,  S.  Dickson,  or  H.  J.  Hamp- 
ton, all  of  Co.  A,  37th  U.  S.  Inf. 

By  W.  R.  Thomas,  465  Ninth  St.,  Oakland,  Cal.,  of  Wm.  S.  Wilbur, 
Co.  D,  16th  111.  Cav. 

By  Mrs.  Ben.  M.  Harney,  now  of  Louisville,  Ky ,  formerly  Miss  Mar- 
garet Drafien,  living  near  Lawrenceburg,  Ky.,  in  October,  1862,  of  any  one 
who  was  with  Gen.  SilTs  Division  to  whom  she  claims  to  have  given  infor- 
mation concerning  an  ambuscade  by  the  enemy  for  the  capture  of  the 
Division.  Any  person  conversant  with  the  facts  above  narrated  will  confer 
a  favor  by  corresponding  with  Mrs.  Harney  on  the  subject. 

By  command  of 

L  N.  WALKER, 

IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief, 

Adjutant'  General, 
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HEAD<iUARTEK8  GrAND   AbMY   OF  THF   REPUBLIC, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  February  28,  1896. 
General  Orders) 
No.  6.  [ 

I.  The  following  additional  appointments  are  announced.  They  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 

Henry  S.  Dietrich,  No.  90  LaSalle  Street,  Chicago,  111.,  to  be  Chief 
of  Staff. 

assistant  inspegtobs-oeneral. 

Department,  Name,  Address, 

Indian  Territory E.  W.  Grissom Muscogee. 

Pennsylvania George  S.  Shattuck Meadville. 

West  Virginia Richard  Robertson Wheeling. 

aides  on  military  instruction  in  public  schools. 

Department.  Name,  Address, 

California  and  Nevada W.  W.  Stone San  Francisco. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming W.  T.  S.  May Denver. 

Georgia E.  Robinson Fitzgerald. 

Massachusetts Joseph  T.  Paget Dorchester. 

Michigan Washington  Gardner Lansing. 

Minnesota W.  W.  Folwell Minneapolis. 

Missouri Eugene  F.  Weigel St.  Louis. 

New  Hampshire James  Miller Concord. 

New  York IL  T.  Bartlett New  York. 

North  Dakota Wm.  A.  Bentley Bbmark. 

Oregon James  Jackson Portland. 

Pennsylvania T.  D.  Davis Pittsburgh. 

Rhode  Island Chas.  R.  Dennis Providence. 

South  Dakota C.  B.  Clark Huron. 

Tennessee D.  C.  Wester Arthur. 

West  Virginia Thomas  C.  Miller Fairmont. 

AIDES-DE-CAMP. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Amasa  P.  Tabor,  Central  Village.  Frank  L.  Pidge,  Hartford. 

C.  A.  Harrison,  Wallingford.  W.  H.  Ritch,  Stamford. 

FLORIDA. 

George  II.  Parkwood,  Maitland.  F.  G.  Parcell,  Tampa, 

GEOROIA. 

S.  F.  B.  Gillespie,  Savannah,  A.  E.  Sholes,  Savannah* 
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ILLINOIS. 


J.  R.  Loring,  Chicago. 
C.  D.  Tilden,  Chicago. 
E.  B.  Hamilton,  Quincj. 


A.  II.  McCracken,  Chicago. 
H.  G.  Purington,  Chicago. 
H.  E.  Gerry,  Chicago. 


INDIANA. 


Geo.  Brown,  Rear  Admiral,  U.  S.  N. 
David  A.  Coulter,  Frankfort. 
Coleman  R.  Romine,  Scottsburg. 
C.  H.  Myerhoff,  Evansville. 


R.  8.  Robertson,  Ft.  Wayne. 

A.  R.  McCurdy,  Ft.  Wayne. 

B.  F.  Havens,  Terre  Hante. 
Allan  H.  Dougall,  Ft.  Wayne. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

J.  E.  Cobb,  Muscogee. 


KANSAS. 


S.  B.  Bumell,  Broughton. 
Robert  Henderson,  Junction  City. 
Timothy  McCarthy,  Lamed, 
J.  R.  Baird,  Speareville. 


W.  A.  Calderhead,  Marysville. 
Sidney  G.  Cooker,  Herington. 
W.  C.  Scott,  Concordia. 
A.  W.  Smith,  Groveland. 


E.  A.  Waterhouse,  National  Military  Home,  Leavenworth. 


KENTUCKY. 


E.  S.  Runnells,  Newport. 
Frank  I.  Brocar,  Louisville. 
T.  J.  Ewing,  Catlettaburgh. 
E.  P.  James,  Morgantown. 


Walter  Evans,  Louisville. 
A.  J.  Tharp,  Winston. 
Thos.  R.  Gockle,  Covington. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


£.  B.  Stillings,  Boston. 
Charles  A.  Stott,  Lowell. 
Harvey  T.  Buck,  Worcester. 
Richard  R.  Walsh,  Boston. 
Geo.  A.  J.  Colgan,  Boston. 


Henry  W.  Taylor,  Everett. 
George  W.  Mirick,  Worcester. 
Alfred  Pierce,  Arlington. 
Dennis  Linnahan,  Boston. 
Maurice  Meade,  Stoneham. 


MICHIGAN. 


E.  C  Reed,  Hubbardston. 
N.  J.  Carney,  Dundee. 
Oscar  C.  Davis,  Saginaw,  W.  S. 
J.  D.  Sumner,  Kalamazoo. 


Jesse  E.  Stone,  St.  Johns. 
A.  D.  Way,  Elsie. 
H.  W.  Stevens,  Tecuraseh. 
J.  A.  Dockery,  Coral. 


Geo.  O.  Eddy,  Minneapolis. 
Isaac  E.  West,  Duluth. 
Wm.  B.  Robinson,  St.  Paul. 


MINNESOTA. 


N.  A.  Gearhart,  Duluth. 
Geo.  A.  Whitney,  Wadena. 
John  F.  Perry,  Minneapolis. 
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MISSOURI. 
John  D.  Gore,  St.  Louis. 


NEW   YORK. 


C.  H.  Bartlett,  Schuylerville. 
Arthur  Haubold,  New  York  City. 
A.  D.  Knight,  New  York  City. 
E.  F.  Richardson,  New  York  Cit^. 
8.  P.  Hart,  Brooklyn. 
Charles  Campbell,  New  York  City. 
S.  H.  Frankenberg,  Brooklyn. 
E.  G.  Tuckerman,  New  York  City. 
H.  W.  Knight,  New  York  City. 
John  Bolton,  Brooklyn. 


Newell  C.  Fulton,  Rochester. 
A.  C.  Hickok,  Corinth. 
A.  J.  Langmade,  Delavan. 
John  Sands,  Brooklyn. 
Thomas  Coles,  Fulton. 
Andrew  Jacobs,  Brooklyn. 
Wm.  Shaftoe,  Utica. 
Wm.  M.  Reiber,  New  York  City. 
A.  G.  Mills,  New  York  City. 
Chas.  A.  Shaw,  New  York  City. 


J.  C.  Badger,  Concord. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Samuel  Brown,  Concord. 


OHIO. 


L.  J.  Fen  ton,  Winchester. 
John  Schoedler,  Fremont. 
A.  D.  Coffin,  Maumee. 
Sam'l  C.  Kersey,  Lebanon. 
John  R.  Ford,  Springboro. 
Benjamin  Welton,  Mason. 
Jos.  V.  Rowley,  Blue  Creek. 
A.  A.  Taylor,  Cambridge. 
Dallas  Giles,  Middletown. 
W.  A.  S.  Ward,  Clyde. 
Henry  Lachtrope,  Cincinnati. 


J.  D.  Emerson,  Bellefontaine. 
Earnest  Torgler,  Toledo. 
Thus.  H.  Barkdull,  Toledo. 
John  M.  Dachter,  Franklin. 
E.  D.  Roberts,  Waynesboro. 
J.  M.  Smalley,  Springfield. 
L.  E.  Merry,  Bellevue. 
S.  B.  Williams,  Dayton. 
Jacob  W.  Gano,  Cincinnati. 
T.  J.  Harcourt,  Cincinnati. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Benjamin  Brooke,  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  L.  Golcher,  Philadelphia. 
Joseph  E.  Carr,  Frankford,  Phil. 
John  V.  Miller,  Lewistown. 
Albert  Dunn,  Tidioute. 
W.  H.  Wise,  Oil  City. 
Fred.  J.  Cotton,  Philadelphia. 
Alex.  McD.  Rosenthal,  Wilkensburg. 
W.  R.  Andrews,  Meadville. 
Charles  Miller,  Franklin. 
H.  M.  Choate,  Smethport. 


Samuel  Holmes,  Pottaville. 

A.  J.  Hertzler,  Philadelphia. 
Harvey  Miller,  Frankford,  Phil. 
Sam.  P.  Town,  Philadelphia. 

P.  D.  Bricker,  Jersey  Shore. 
L.  D.  Shearer,  Norristown. 

B.  J.  Reid,  Clarion. 

Wm.  J.  Harshaw,  Grove  City. 
D.  W.  Bland,  Pottsville. 
George  W.  Fassett,  Erie. 
J.  L.  Adams,  Bradford. 
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Joseph  Smith,  Titusville. 
C.  M.  Deirickson,  Mercer. 
B.  H.  Jones,  Reading. 
John  Lee,  Pittsburgh. 
A.  H.  White,  Braddock. 
Hugh  J.  Logan,  Logan's  Ferry. 
J.  B.  Balslej,  Connelsville. 
Charles  May,  Beaver  Falls. 
G.  B.  Armstrong,  Troy. 
Thomas  G.  Jones,  Pittsburgh. 
John  Beed,  Bridesburg. 
Sam.  Duval,  Pittsburgh. 
E.  G.  Campbell,  Greensburg. 
J.  C.  Swearingen,  Pittsburgh. 


Wm.  A.  Keck,  Greenville. 

A.  J.  Smith,  Linesville. 
John  Hancock,  Pittsburgh. 

F.  W.  Cardinal,  Allegheny. 
Jacob  F.  Slagle,  Pittsburgh. 
J.  H.  Gilleland,  New  Castle. 

B.  J.  Coll,  Pittsburgh. 

S.  C.  Stevenson,  Scottdale. 

G.  W.  Merrick,  Wellsboro. 
John  C.  Fisher,  Allegheny. 
Emil  Poerstel,  Pittsburgh. 
W.  T.  Taggart,  Pittsburgh. 
Wm.  J.  Roney,  Philadelphia. 
Augustus  W.  Mennig,  Allentown. 


James  E.  McCabe, 
H.  H.  Martin, 
James  H.  Beeve, 
Wm.  T,  Kelley, 
H.  H.  Arnold, 
J.  B.  Carter, 


POTOMAC. 

T.  C.  Tipton, 
Abram  Hart, 
James  E.  DeJester, 
B.  B.  Schwickardi, 
Seth  W.  Tuley, 
R.  E.  Smith, 


Philip  M.  O'Bryon, 
L.  K.  Brown, 
Thomas  D.  Yeager, 
J.  B.  Dowd, 
Jacob  Moore, 
all  of  Washington  City. 


SOUTH    DAKOTA. 

John  A.  Pickler,  Faulkton. 


VERMONT. 


H.  W.  Spofford,  Rutland. 
Geo.  H.  Hoyt,  W.  Randolph. 
H.  H.  Hicks,  Springfield. 
W.  H.  H.  Slack,  Springfield. 


Geo.  W.  Kenney,  Rutland. 
Geo.  T.  Connor,  Barre. 
E.  M.  Haynes,  Rutland. 
Joel  C.  Baker,  Rutland. 


WASHINGTON    AND    ALASKA. 

John  Broyles,  New  Whatcom. 


WEST    VIRGINIA. 


T.  H.  Marks,  Wellsburg. 
W.  P.  Hardway,  Charleston. 


R.  B.  Taylor,  Parkersburg. 
A.  C.  Moore,  Clarksburg. 


E.  O.  Kimberly,  Janesville. 
A.  R.  Bechaud,  Jefferson. 


WISCONSIN. 

George  B.  Carter,  Lancaster. 
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II.  The  attention  of  comrades  whose  names  have  been  announced  in 
previous  orders  is  called  to  the  fact  that  their  commissions  have  been 
mailed  to  them  so  far  as  their  acceptances  have  reached  this  office.  Those 
who  have  not  received  them  and  desire  to  accept  the  appointment  made  in 
other  orders  or  this  one,  should  at  once  advise  the  Adjutant-Greneral. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  desires  that  the  Aides-de-Camp  on  the  staff 
shall  be  recognized  for  their  zeal  and  activity  in  the  real  work  of  the 
Grand  Army — the  upbuilding  of  small  posts,  the  reclamation  of  suspended 
members,  the  renewal  of  inter^t  in  all  regular  meetings  of  Posts  within 
their  reach.  The  badge  of  an  Aide  should  not  be  his  only  distinguishing 
characteristic.  Comrade  Henry  S.  Dietrich,  who  has  been  designated 
Chief  of  Staff,  will  soon  address  a  circular  to  members  of  the  staff  sug- 
gesting such  duties  as  they  can  perform  with  credit. 

III.  Department  Commander  R.  M.  Kelly,  of  Kentucky,  is  hereby 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Memorialize  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  Memorial  Day  at  National  Ceme- 
teries in  the  South,  vice  Comrade  Charles  T.  Watson,  declined. 

IV.  In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  last  National  Encampment 
the  accumulated  records  of  our  organization  have  been  transferred  to 
Philadelphia,  and  are  being  properly  arranged  and  filed,  in  the  rooms 
provided  by  that  city,  in  old  * 'Independence  Hall,"  by  Comrade  J.  Henry 
Holcomb,  ^ho  has  been  appointed  Custodian. 

V.  The  following  comrades  have  been  appointed  a  committee  on 
legislation,  and  are  already  engaged  in  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
Grand  Army  before  Congress:  I.  G.  Kimball,  F.  L.  Campbell,  E.  J. 
Sweet,  Stanton  Weaver,  W.  H.  Doolittle,  Nathan  Bickford,  Thomas  H. 
McKee. 

VI.  The  committee  authorized  by  the  last  National  Encampment  on 
Sons  of  Veterans  will  consist  of 

Comrades  Leo  Rassieur,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
W.  H.  Upham,  Madison,  Wis.; 
I.  F.  Mack,  Sandusky,  Ohio; 
H.  S.  White,  Red  Bank,  N.  J.; 
W.  N.  Eaton,  Portsmouth,  Va. 

VII.  Assistant  Inspectors-General  are  directed  to  make  inspections  of 
the  headquarters  of  their  respective  departments  as  near  as  may  be  at  the 
time  of  their  Encampment,  and  report  the  result  to  the  Inspector-General, 
as  required  by  Section  3,  Article  V,  Chapter  V,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

VIIL  The  Commander-in-Chief  announces  that  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railway,  having  granted  the  time  limit  of  thirty  days,  in  the 
territory  of  the  Western  Passenger  Association,  and  the  Wisconsin  Central, 
the  Minneapolis  &  St  Louis,  and  the  '^Soo"  Railroads  having  also  agreed 
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to  give  the  same  uniform  rate  of  one  cent  per  miie  to  and  from  St.  Paul  for 
fifteen  days,  with  the  privilege  of  a  fifteen  dayn^  extension  to  those  who  deposit 
their  tickets  with  the  railroad  agents  at  St.  Paul  before  the  expiration  of 
the  first  fifteen  days,  thereby  securing  to  all  who  may  attend  the  same  rates 
and  extensions  as  heretofore  given,  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Encampment  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  be  held  at  St  Paul,  Minn.,  the  first 
week  in  September,  as  proyided  in  General  Orders  No.  5,  C.  S. 

IX.  T.  A.  Stanley,  having  been  sentenced  to  dishonorable  discharge 
by  Osawatomie  Post,  No,  322,  Department  of  Kansas,  said  sentence  having 
been  approved  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  Department  Commander, 
and  said  Stanley  having  petitioned  for  the  remission  of  said  sentence,  to 
enable  him  to  rejoin,  and  his  petition  having  the  approval  of  three-fourths 
of  the  former  members  (the  Post  having  disbanded)  and  also  the  approval 
of  the  Department  Commander:  Therefore,  the  disability  resting  upon 
said  T.  A.  Stanley,  through  the  action  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby 
removed,  and  any  Post  is  authorized  to  receive  his  petition  for  member- 
ship, the  same  as  for  a  new  recruit. 


IN    MEMORIAM. 

With  deepest  sympathy  for  relatives  and  friends,  the  death  is  an- 
nounced of  Comrades  J.  S.  Crane,  Chicago,  and  James  £.  DeJester,  Wash- 
ington, Aides-de-Camp  on  the  staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Robert  H.  Cochran,  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Administration,  died  at  his  home  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  on 
February  24. 


XI.     Information  is  requested  concerning  comrades  as  noted  below : 

By  James  Mills,  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of  comrades  of  Co.  D,  4th 
Mo.  Cav.,  who  can  testify  as  to  the  wounding  of  John  Mills  or  of  his  death 
in  the  hospital. 

By  O.  D.  Cushman,  Andalusia,  111.,  the  address  of  Capt.  John  Mc- 
Quade,  Thomas  Tilly  and  Samuel  Maxel,  Co.  I,  198th  Penn.  Infty.,  or  any 
comrade  who  knew  Jacob  Kane  of  said  company. 

By.  A.  J.  Roof,  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  address  of  comrades  who  knew  Robt. 
D.  Roof,  Co.  I,  31st  111.  Infty. 

By  Honora  O'Brien,  No.  920  Parallel  St.,  Atchison,  Kas.,  information 
of  Michael  O'Brien,  Co.  A,  30th  Ohio  Infty.,  and  Co.  G,  4th  Ohio  Cav., 
who  went  west  in  search  of  gold  in  1867. 

By  Patrick  McKew,  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  late  private  in  Co.  G,  213th 
Penn.  Infty.,  the  address  of  any  person  in  his  regiment  who  knew  him  in 
Maryland  on  the  14th  of  April,  1865. 
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By  Oscar  B.  Hoffman,  Cbillicothe,  III.,  the  whereabouts  of  C.  J.  Hoff*- 
man,  late  Co.  L,  Ist  Mo.  Cav. 

By  John  H.  Kane,  No.  34  Third  St.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of 
Patrick  C.  Kane,  late  Co.  G,  50th  New  York  Vol.,  who,  twenty  years  ago, 
was  at  Santa  Fe,  N.  M. 

By  Harry  M.  Adams,  No.  333  Centre  St.,  Cory,  Pa.,  the  address  of 
Capt.  C.  V.  Van  Dusen,  Co.  F.,  83d  Pa. 

By  J.  Manning  King,  Adj.  Post  No.  56,  Salinas  City,  Cal.,  the  address 
of  Henry  C.  Coy,  late  Ist  Ohio  Inft. 

By  Mrs.  C.  Jones,  No.  216  Temple  Court,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  address 
of  any  one  who  will  testify  concerning  the  death  of  Greo.  Jones,  late  private 
5th  Regiment  Colored  Cav.,  who  was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  at  Salt 
Works,  Va. 

By  Chas.  F.  Kennedy,  Adj.  Post  No.  2,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  information 
of  Wesley  Ix>ck,  late  Lieut.  Company  E,  19th  Michigan,  wounded  at  Frank- 
lin, Ky.,  in  1863. 

By  Joseph Goonan,  Southington,  Conn.,  information  of  ThomasGoonan, 
Ist  Conn.  Heavy  Arty.,  last  heard  from  at  Marysville,  Cal. 

By  Miss  Ella  Towne,  Jackson,  Mich.,  the  address  of  Norton  F.  Towne, 
late  Capt.  Company  F,  13th  Mich.,  last  heard  from  at  Will's  Point,  Texas, 
in  1883. 

By  Mrs.  Andrew  McKeever,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  concerning  the  where- 
abouts of  her  husband,  Andrew  McKeever,  late  private  2l8t  N.  Y.  Cav. 

By  John  Burke,  Arlington,  N.  J.,  the  address  of  any  Comrade  who 
knew  him  on  gun-boat  Dragon  in  1863-4. 

By  Wm.  E.  Minsball,  220  Wabash  Ave.,  Chicago,  111.,  information  of 
John  G.  C.  Thiry,  late  Company  F,  20th  Wis.  Vol. 

By  Peter  A.  Lewis,  96  Eaton  St.,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  the  address  of  two 
or  more  comrades  of  Company  E,  26th  Regiment  U.  S.  Colored  Infty. 

By  Benjamin  Baldwin,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  of  A.  J.  Baldwin,  formerly 
of  Company  C,  12th  Mo.  Cav.,  whose  last  known  residence  was  Guide 
Rock,  Neb. 

,  By  F.  G.  Hastings,  Adj.  Post  17,  New  Haven,  C^nn.,  the  address  of 
any  member  Company  I,  5th  Penn.  Hy.  Arty,  who  knew  James  William 
Offutt  of  that  company. 

By  Stephen  Bashaw,  East  Jordan,  Mich.,  the  address  of  any  comrade 
who  served  in  Co.  I,  7th  U.  S.  Infantry,  from  1864  to  1867. 

By  Sarah  A.  Thompson,  111  Forty-fourth  Street,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  the 
address  of  her  husband,  Thomas  Thompson,  late  of  Co.  H,  132d  New  York 
Infantry. 

By  George  Mann,  72  East  Fifth  Street,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  the  address  of 
William  Wilson,  who  in  1885  was  assistant  Post  Surgeon  at  Ft.  Preble,  Me. 

By  H.  C.  Wardleigh,  Ogden,  Utah,  the  address  of  any  surviving  mem- 
ber of  Co.  F,  66th  New  York  Infantry,  who  knew  Albert  Mazel. 

By  Mrs.  R.  Johnston,  Walnut  Street,  near  Aiken  Avenue,  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  the  address  of  Harvey  Johnston,  colored,  who  was  in  Captain  Ringo*s 
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Battery  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  at  the  Pittsburgh  National  Encamp- 
ment. 

By  J.  T.  Howard,  Belleville,  Kan.,  the  address  of  any  comrade  who 
knew  John  H.  Chamberlain,  of  Co.  C,  3d  Michigan  Volunteers,  who  was 
wounded  near  Stevenson,  Ala.,  in  1864. 

By  James  F.  Hardy,  East  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of  any  one  who 
knew  James  F.  Brown  on  the  receiving  ships  Princeton  or  North  Carolina, 
or  on  the  Bienville,  or  gunboats  Clara  Dolson,  Eastport  or  Lafayette. 

By  command  of 

I.   N.  WALKER, 
IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant-  QeneraL 


Headquartebs  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Indianapolib,  Ind.,  April  15,  1896. 


Qmneral  Orders  \ 
No.  7.  / 

I.     The  following  additional  appointments  are  announced, 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 


They  will 


AIDES-DE-CAMP. 

CALIFORNIA. 

J.  Lacy  Pierson,  San  Diego. 


J.  H.  George,  Norwich. 


CONNECTICUT. 

John  S.  Stannard,  Hartford. 


ILLINOIS. 


Kirk  Hawes,  Chicago. 
Bradley  Dean,  Chicago. 
Charles  Fleetwood,  Chicago. 
William  B.  Keeler,  Chicago. 
George  E.  Crummitt,  Chicago. 
Walter  R.  Robbins,  Chicago. 
Charles  Crawford,  Chicago. 
M.  H.  Wagar,  Chicago. 
M.  W.  Phalen,  Chicago. 
C.  S.  McEntee,  Chicago. 
Frank  Baker,  Chicago. 
R.  S.  Tuthill,  Chicago. 


L.  E.  McPherson,  Chicago. 
N.  L.  Ross,  Geneva. 
C.  R.  Matson,  Chicago. 
Thomas  M.  Beatty,  Chicago. 
James  II.  Biggar,  Chicago. 
Edward  Kirk,  Jr.,  Chicago. 
Charles  E.  Vaughn,  Chicago. 
John  B.  Inman,  Springfield. 
J.  F.  Harrall,  Aurora. 
O.  R.  McKenney,  Chicago. 
W.  H.  Wilday,  Mt.  Carroll. 
C.  E.  Dufl^,  Ottawa. 
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C.  W.  Ballinger,  Chicago. 
J.  A.  Montgomery,  Chicago. 
John  D.  Haggard,  Austin. 
C.  £.  Bassett,  Normal. 
H.  W.  Bolton,  Chicago. 
H.  P.  Thompson,  Chicago. 
C.  H.  McConnell,  Chicago. 
Charles  B,  Wilson,  Chicago. 


C.  B.  Loop,  Belvidere. 
James  W.  Newbum,  Chicago. 
T.  S.  Rogers,  Downer's  Grove. 
P.  G.  Gardner,  LaGrange. 
George  8.  Durfee,  Decatur. 
Henry  H.  Dement,  Oak  Park. 
W.  J.  Hemstreet,  Chicago. 


William  F.  Daly,  Peru. 
Henry  C.  Morgan,  South  Bend. 
I.  D.  Phelps,  Laporte. 


John  H.  Beeber,  Indianapolis. 
Ed.  A.  Jemegan,  Mishawaka. 
Wm.  M.  Kendall,  Plymouth. 


IOWA. 

George  D.  Perkins,  Sioux  City.  S.  N.  Hinman,  Belmond. 

KENTUCKY. 

F.  H.  Ninekirk,  Louisville. 

MARYLAND. 

Frederick  Brackets  Baltimore. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Greorge  M.  Rice,  North  Uxbridge. 
William  H.  Hodgkins,  Somerville. 
Rufus  A.  Soule,  New  Bedford. 
Henry  Schrow,  Everett. 
Joseph  E.  Shaw,  Lynn. 
Henry  J.  Lacey,  Fitchburg. 
F.  B.  Chamberlain,  Springfield. 


Granville  C.  Fiske,  Ashland. 
E.  S.  Horton.  Attleboro. 
Edgar  Robinson,  Wareham. 
£.  C.  Mann,  Lancaster. 
W.  D.  Ewing,  Boston. 
J.  M.  LaRue,  Fall  River. 
W.  G.  Taylor,  Easthampton. 


MINNESOTA. 


Elliott  C.  Allen,  Minneapolis.  B.  M.  Hicks,  Minneapolis. 

George  W.  Savage,  Osseo. 


MONTANA. 

S.  L.  Woodward,  Capt.  10th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Fort  Assiniboine. 
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NEW  YORK. 

T.  D.  Walker,  Aabarn.  Jacob  Jacobs,  New  York  City. 

Geo.  W.  Marlor,  New  York  City.  F.  J.  Hawks,  New  York  aty. 

James  F.  Walker,  Troy.  Maurice  B.  Chalmers,  North  Port 

Benjamin  FuUagher,  Penn  Yan.  Chas.  F.  Seibert,  New  York  City. 

Charles  W.  Heath,  Brooklyn.  James  Ross,  New  York  City. 

David  McMunigle,  New  York  City. 

OHIO. 

Edwin  R.  Walker,  Cleveland. 

POTOMAC. 

J.  Edwin  Krouse,  Washington. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Nelson  Vials,  Providence. 

TEXAS. 

Wm.  H.  Christian,  Stephensville. 

WISCONSIN. 

J.  S.  Worthman,  Baraboo.  W.  J.  Ennis,  Milwaukee. 


AIDES  ON  MILITARY  INSTRUCTION. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Henry  Huss,  Bridgeport.  Solomon  Close,  Stamford. 

MISSOURI. 

Charles  W.  Hequemborg,  St.  Louis. 

NEW  YORK. 

W.  A.  Treadwell,  New  York  City. 

IL  Comrade  Thomas  W.  Scott,  of  Fairfield,  111.,  a  member  of  the  Na- 
tional Council  of  Adminbtration,  is  hereby  appointed  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  vice  Comrade  R.  H.  Cochran,  of  Ohio,  whose  receut 
death  we  all  sincerely  mourn. 

III.  The  Committee  on  Legislation,  provided  for  in  paragraph  5, 
Greneml  Orders  No.  6,  C.  S.,  is  hereby  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing comrades :    A.  R.  Greene,  W.  H.  H.  Wasson,  Marion  T.  Anderson. 
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In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Twenty-ninth  National  Encamp- 
ment the  following  comrades  are  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  plan 
for  the  organization  of  Picket  Posts  for  presentation  to  the  next  National 
Encampment:  H.  A.  Castle,  St  Paul,  Minn.;  H.  C.  Russell,  Lincoln, 
Neb.;  Bernard  Kelly,  Emporia,  Kan.;  H.  C.  Hemingway,  Cedar  Falls,  la.; 
J.  B.  Cotty,  Moberly,  Mo. 

IV.  A  revision  of  the  Grand  Army  Blue  Book  is  now  in  the  course  of 
preparation,  and  will  be  issued  in  a  few  weeks.  It  will  contain  all  the  de- 
cisions and  opinions  upon  Rules  and  Regulations  as  passed  upon  and 
adopted  by  the  National  Encampment  up  to  this  time,  and  its  use  would 
insure  the  immediate  answer  to  many  disputed  questions,  and  save  refer- 
ence thereof  to  Headquarters.  Requisitions  for  copies  should  be  filed  early 
with  the  Quartermaster-General. 

V.  The  Inspector-General  calls  the  attention  of  Assistant  Inspectors- 
(leneral  to  paragraph  7  of  General  Orders  No.  6,  in  which  they  are  directed 
to  make  inspections  of  the  headquarters  of  their  respective  departments  as 
near  as  may  be  at  the  time  of  their  Encampment,  and  report  the  result  to 
the  Inspector-General,  as  required  by  Section  3,  Article  V,  Chapter  V,  Rules 
and  Regulations.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Inspector-General  that  this  duty 
shall  be  peformed  strictly  and  promptly,  and  that  the  Assistant  Inspectors- 
General  will  make  such  suggestions  and  recommendations  as  they  may  deem 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  and  the  most  efficient  adminbtration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  several  departments. 

VI.  Special  attention  is  called  to  the  action  of  the  Nineteenth  National 
Encampment  in  regard  to  the  desecration  of  Memorial  Day  by  making  it 
an  occasion  of  amusement  by  games,  base  ball,  races,  etc. 

'^Memorial  Day  is  the  choicest  in  the  calendar  of  the  Grand  Army— a 
day  of  sweet  remembrances,  dear  to  every  loyal  heart,  and  any  violation  of 
its  sacredness  by  making  it  an  occasion  of  frivolity  and  amusement,  such 
as  characterize  the  Fourth  of  July,  should  be  treated  bs  an  indignity  to  the 
comrades  who  died  that  this  country  might  live." 

Comrades  are  reminded  that  the  words  **  Decoration  Day,"  are  fre- 
quently used  interchangeably  with  "Memorial  Day,"  which  is  the  official 
designation,  and  they  are  requested  to  use  only  the  term  "Memorial  Day" 
on  all  occasions.  In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  say  that  comrades  in 
the  Southern  Departments  are  not  very  numerous  and  that  they  have  a 
labor  of  love  to  perform  on  this  anniversary  that  is  greater,  in  proportion 
to  their  numbers  than  in  other  sections,  while  their  expenses  are  very  much 
more,  and  it  should  be  our  duty,  when  we  can  not  assist  them  in  other  ways, 
to  furnish  them  with  sufficient  flags  and  money  to  enable  them  to  suitably 
perform  the  solemn  duties  of  this  occasion.  Comrades  and  Posts  are  re- 
quested to  make  such  contributions  as  they  are  able,  and  to  remit  the  same 
to  the  Adjutant-General,  in  drafts  payable  to  A.  J.  Burbank,  Q.  M.  General, 
who,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  will  see  that  it  is 
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properly  distributed  among  the  various  Posts,  who  may  make  requisition 
for  aid  in  this  direction. 

VII.  Columbia  College,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  preparing  a 
record  of  its  students  who  took  part  in  the  war  of  the  Kebellion,  and  de- 
sires information  regarding  all  such  individuals — if  they  are  living,  their 
present  place  of  residence,  or,  if  dead,  the  full  details  of  their  military  or 
naval  service  and  age  at  the  time  of  their  death,  with  the  date  and  place 
of  their  death.  Such  information  should  be  sent  to  the  committee  on  the 
General  Catalogue  of  the  College. 

VIII.  Nathaniel  F.  Blake,  having  been  sentenced  to  dishonorable 
discharge  by  a  court-martial  of  Wall  Post,  No.  623,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
which  Post  has  now  ceased  to  exist,  and  said  sentence  having  been 
approved  and  carried  into  eflfect  by  the  Department  Commander, 
and  said  Blake  having  petitioned  for  the  remission  of  said  sen- 
tence, to  enable  him  to  rejoin  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  his  petition  having  been  approved  by  the  Department  Com- 
mander of  New  York,  therefore  the  disability  resting  on  said  Nathaniel  F. 
Blake,  through  the  action  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby  removed,  and 
any  Post  is  authorized  to  receive  his  petition  for  membership  the  same  as 
for  a  new  recruit.  George  Stewart,  having  been  sentenced  to  dishonorable 
discharge  by  a  court-martial  of  James  F.  Wadsworth  Post,  No  77,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  having  made  application  to  be  reinstated  in  said 
Post,  and  a  unanimous  resolution  having  been  passed  by  the  Post  at  a  reg- 
ular meeting,  asking  for  his  reinstatement,  and  the  Department  Commander 
having  approved  the  petition,  therefore  the  disability  resting  on  said 
George  Stewart,  through  the  action  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby  removed 
and  said  Post  is  authorized  to  receive  him  again  into  their  membership. 

IX.  Information  is  requested  concerning  comrades,  as  noted  below : 
By  Susan  Delay,  New  City,  111.,  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 

her  son,  William  Delay,  late  Company  C,  2d  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  last 
heard  from  in  Missouri. 

By  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wright,  No.  149  South  Walnut  St  ,  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
information  by  any  comrade  of  Company  D,  25th  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  who  knew  her  husband  who  served  in  that  company  under  the 
name  of  James  D.  Thompson. 

By  J.  W.  Dickerman,  of  Solon,  Mich.,  the  address  of  any  comrade  who 
knew  John  Moore,  of  the  12th  Connecticut  Infantry,  afterwards  transferred 
to  the  9th  Connecticut  Infantry,  under  the  command  of  William  Gleason, 
and  stationed  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  in  1865,  and  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

By  Edward  Mayers,  of  No.  1526  Jones  Avenue,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  the 
name  of  any  member  of  Company  A  or  B,  23d  Illinois  Infantry,  who  was 
acquainted  with  John  Bell,  who  was  wounded  at  Kernestown,  Va.,  1864. 

By  James  Hodges,  No.  279  East  Bacon  Street,  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  the 
address  of  any  of  the  crew  of  the  gunboat  **Benton,"  Mississippi  Squadron, 
in  1863  and  1864.     Said  Hodges  served  under  the  name  of  James  Flint. 
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By  V.  E.  Hitchcock,  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  the  address  of  D.  W.  Gore, 
Company  H,  67th  Pennsylvania. 

By  John  Reel,  French  Camp,  Miss.,  the  present  address  of  Capt.  Fritz 
Riwinkless  and  Lieats.  W.  B.  Taylor  and  Thomas  Eckleburger,  Company 
D,  3d  United  States  Volunteers,  in  1865,  who  are  conversant  with  the  facts 
as  to  his  being  wounded  by  the  Indians  in  May,  1865. 

By  Thos.  W.  Best,  Bound  Hill,  Va.,  formerly  a  Confederate  soldier, 
information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Lieut.  F.  D.  Ingersol,  as  he  has  a 
revolver  inscribed  with  this  name,  and  which  he  desires  to  return  to  him 
or  to  his  heirs.     Information  may  be  sent  to  this  office. 

By  Mrs.  James  Maxwell,  of  Frankfort,  Ky.,  information  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  LeGrande  Barker,  late  Corporal  of  Company  I,  191st  Ohio 
Volunteers. 

By  Orlando  Dieffenbach,  of  Mifflinburg,  Pa.,  information  of  the  follow- 
ing members  of  Company  A,  6th  Kansas  Infantry :  Oliver  Coberly,  Perry 
Morrill,  Thomas  Nagle,  Thomas  Bracken,  Patrick  Lamb,  Geo.  Swindler, 
Patrick  Gorman,  I.  A.  Walker. 

By  A.  E.  Caimes,  of  South  Bend,  Wash.,  any  information  as  to  the 
death  of  his  father,  Samuel  Caimes,  late  of  the  11th  Indiana  Battery. 

By  Andrew  F.  McNickle,  No.  23  Chambers  Street,  New  York  City, 
N.  Y.,  any  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  James  Daily,  alias  James 
F.  Lewis,  Battery  K,  4th  New  York  Artillery,  or  Ed.  Daly,  Company  C, 
12th  Infantry. 

By  command  of 

L  N.  WALKER, 

IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-ChUf. 

Adjutant'  Oeneral, 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  April  15,  1896. 
General  Orders  1 
No.  8.  i 

I.  The  time  is  again  at  hand  when  inclination  and  duty  call  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  to  prepare  for  the  solumn  services  of  Memorial  Day. 
In  accordance  with  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  the  thirtieth  day  of  May  is 
set  apart  for  its  reverent  observance.  This  day  is  consecrated  to  the 
memory  of  our  dead.  It  is  the  Nation's  festival  of  remembrance,  when  a 
liberty  loving  and  happy  people,  enjoying  the  blessings  of  peace  and  pros- 
perity, cease  from  their  labors,  and  with  grateful  hearts  pay  loving  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  brave  men  who,  having  finished  their  course  with  honor 
and  crossed  the  star-lit  line,  now  rest  peacefully  under  the  shade  of  the 
trees  on  eternal  camping  grounds.     Sweet  be  their  sleep,  unfading  their 
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glory,  imperishable  their  fame.  Cover  the  mounds  above  them  with  spring- 
time's richest  offerings.  Raise  above  them  the  flag  thej  loved.  Let  silvered 
age  standing  bj  their  tombs  feel  that,  with  the '  dust  of  such  men  sleeping 
in  our  soil,  the  Republic  will  stand  with  its  glory  undimmed  and  its  power 
unbroken.  Let  trusting  childhood  weave  garlands  for  them,  and  at  their 
graves  receive  inspiration  that  will  keep  them  earnest  in  loyalty,  pure  in 
citizenship  and  faithful  to  duty. 

It  has  been  our  custom  for  years  to  gather  in  the  churches  of  the  land 
on  the  Sunday  preceding  Memorial  Day  for  such  reverent  worship  and  in- 
struction as  becomes  the  occasion.  We  shall  honor  ourselves  by  a  continu- 
ance of  this  custom  an  a  fitting  preparation  for  the  solemn  duties  of  the 
day,  and  invitations  should  be  given  to  all  soldiers.  Sons  of  Veterans, 
Women's  Relief  Corps  and  citizens  generally,  to  attend  these  services  and 
unite  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  paying  tribute  to  those  who 
fell  in  defense  of  National  unity. 

II.  The  holding  of  patriotic  services  in  the  public  schools  on  Friday 
preceding  Memorial  Day  should  be  generally  observed,  and  Post  Com- 
manders will  co-operate  with  the  teachers  and  school  officials  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty. 

By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 

IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant-  Oentrai 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Indianapolis,  Ind..  May  15,  1896. 
General  Orders  \ 
No.  9.  / 

I.     The  following  additional  appointments  are  announced.     They  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 

AIDES-DE-CAMP. 

CALIFORNIA. 

J.  D.  Barnett,  Santa  Rosa. 

FLORIDA. 

John  F.  Chase,  St.  Petersburg. 

ILLINOIS. 

A.  J.  Cheney,  Oak  Park.  W.  A.  Whitcomb,  Sandwich. 

Joseph  A.  Evans,  Montioello.  D.  B.  Toomey,  Chicago^ 

19— G.  A.  R. 
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MABYULND. 


Wm.  Howard,  Baltimore.  Wm.  T.  Kierle,  Baltimore. 

Joseph  Develin,  Baltimore. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


M.  M.  Stowe,  Ashburnham.  W.  H.  Dresser,  Sheffield. 

Robert  B.  Dickie,  Dalton.  John  W.  Lyman,  Northampton. 

G.  £.  Fuller,  Monson.  John  A.  Xorthway,  New  Boston. 
Charles  P.  Whittle,  Charlestown. 

MINNESOTA. 

8.  V.  Harris,  St.  Paul.  A.  W.  Hadwick,  Pipestone. 

J.  M.  D.  Craft,  Farmington.  Fred.  Richter,  St.  Paul. 

Herman  Muehlberg,  St.  Paul.  Frank  H.  Dayton,  St.  Paul. 

B.  Kuhl,  St.  Paul.  John  Cowing,  Alexandria. 

John  Ludwig,  Winona.  August  Koemer,  Litchfield. 

Chas.  Kittleson,  Minneapolis.  A.  R.  McQill,  Minneapolis. 

Marcus  W.  Bates,  Duluth.  J.  M.  Tucker,  Hastings. 

NEW  YOBK. 

A.  J.  Adams,  New  York  City.  David  C.  Johnson,  Tottenville. 

Owen  D.  McGovem,  Brooklyn.  John  McMahan,  Brooklyn. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Joseph  H.  Kendrick,  Providence.  Lewis  T.  Clawson,  Westerly. 

TENNESSEE. 

Charles  H.  Floumoy,  Knoxville. 

TEXAS. 

Del  Cahoon,  Galveston.  J.  D.  Deihl,  Ft.  Worth. 

W.  F.  Cottman,  Dallas.  E.  G.  Rust,  Houston. 

WISCONSIN. 

George  S.  Rogers,  West  Superior.  Clayton  Rogers,  Hayward. 

John  W.  Gaines,  Lowell. 


AIDE  ON  MILITARY  INSTRUCTION. 
Jarad  P,  Hubbard,  Somerworth,  N.  H.,  vice  James  Miller,  resigned. 
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II.  The  ChapIain-in-Chief  calls  the  attention  of  Department  Chap- 
lains to  the  duty  and  importance  of  forwarding  to  his  office,  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  at  an  early  date  their  reports.  Blanks  for  this  purpose  can  be  had 
by  applying  to  the  Adjutant-General. 

III.  The  attention  of  these  Headquarters  has  been  called  to  the  fact 
that  some  Department  Officers  and  Grand  Army  Posts  as  such,  by  resolu- 
tion or  other  official  action,  have  recommended  persons  for  elective  and 
appointive  offices  political  in  character.  Such  action  is  in  direct  violation 
of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  Article  XI  of  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  which 
reads  as  follows : 

"No  officer  or  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  shall  in 
any  manner  use  this  organization  for  partisan  purposes  and  no  discussion 
of  partisan  questions  shall  be  permitted  at  any  of  its  meetings,  nor  shall 
any  nominations  for  political  office  be  made." 

As  members  of  the  grandest  civic  organization  in  the  World  we  must 
stand  squarely  on  this  platform,  hew  to  this  line,  and  practice  what  we 
preach. 

Charges  have  been  made  that  comrades  who  have  been  highly  honored 
in  one  Department  have  violated  this  provision  of  our  laws  by  officially 
asking  comrades  to  support  their  friends  for  office,  but  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  deems  it  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  to  issue  this  warning  and 
again  call  attention  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  our  organization 
free  from  all  political  action,  instead  of  convening  a  court  to  investigate 
the  charges.  The  country  is  entering  upon  a  season  of  political  excite- 
ment, when  partisans  will  try  to  exert  every  influence  for  their  friends. 
Such  action  and  violation  of  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  if  permitted  to 
go  unrebuked,  is  liable  to  breed  dissensions  in  our  ranks,  and  the  good  of 
our  order  demands  that  it  be  discontinued.  Recommendations  for  any 
person  for  a  political  office,  elective  or  appointive,  should  be  made  by 
comrades  solely  as  citizens.  Comrades  are  reminded  that  our  uniforms 
should  not  be  worn  at  political  meetings,  nor  should  party  badges  be  coun- 
tenanced that  associate  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  with  any  party  or 
candidate.  This  does  not  preclude  our  comrades  from  active  participation 
in  their  duties  as  citizens,  but  should  inspire  each  one  to  guard  the  honor 
of  the  Grand  Army  as  his  highest  duty. 

IV.  Preparations  for  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment,  at  St. 
Paul,  September  Ist  to  5th  next,  are  well  in  hand  and  are  being  actively 
carried  on,  with  the  prospect  that  it  will  be  among  the  largest  Encamp- 
ments of  our  Order. 

The  question  of  railway  rates  to  the  Encampment  has  been  settled  by 
the  Western  Passenger  Association  giving  the  one  cent  a  mile  rate  and  the 
usual  limitation,  and  the  8t.  Paul  transportation  committee  feeb  confident 
that  satisfactory  rates  will  be  allowed  by  all  passenger  associations. 
Definite  information  and  report  upon  this  matter  will  be  forthcoming  soon. 
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The  route  of  the  Grand  Army  parade  in  St.  Paul  has  been  fixed  and 
has  received  the  official  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Some  of  the 
advantages  of  the  parade  are  that  it  will  be  less  than  two  miles  in  length, 
from  start  to  finish,  and  the  march  will  be  down  grade  and  over  asphalt 
pavements  the  entire  distance,  except  a  few  hundred  feet.  The  route  is 
wholly  free  from  street  car  tracks,  except  at  two  or  three  street  crossings, 
and  is  located  along  wide  streets  that  are,  to  a  great  extent,  shaded  by  large 
trees  and  bordered  by  beautiful  lawns  and  residences,  terminating  in  the 
center  of  the  business  portion  of  the  city.  The  route  designated  and  ap- 
proved is:  Right  resting  on  Dayton  and  Western  Avenues,  thence  on  West- 
ern Avenue  to  Summit  Avenue,  thence  on  Summit  Avenue  to  Sixth  Street, 
thence  on  Sixth  Street  to  Jackson  Street. 

The  Amusement  Committee  is  planning  novel  and  very  attractive  feat- 
ures to  be  located  on  the  line  of  march. 

Ample  provision  will  be  made  to  visit  Fort  Snelling,  Lakes  Minnetonka 
and  White  Bear,  and  many  other  attractive  places  adjacent  to  St.  Paul  dur- 
ing the  Encampment. 

C.  W.  Horr,  chairman  of  the  Entertainment  Committee,  No.  520  Endi- 
cott  building,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  desires  answers  to  the  following  questions: 
"  How  many  men  of  your  Post  expect  to  attend  the  Encampment? "  **How 
many  men  and  ladies,  each,  desire  hotel,  boarding  house  or  private  house 
accommodations ?''  "How  many  men  desire  free  quarters  or  will  go  into 
camp?" 

V.  The  attention  of  the  Post  Adjutants  and  Quartermasters  is  called 
to  the  new  forms  *'A"  and  "  B,"  which  have  been  consolidated  on  a  single 
sheet  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  made  to 
the  last  National  Encampment.  These  are  now  being  printed  and  will  be 
issued  during  this  month.  They  should  be  filled  up  and  sent  to  the  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General  of  your  Department  at  the  last  meeting  in  June  next. 
Unless  this  is  done  promptly  by  every  Post  the  annual  reports  to  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  can  not  be  complete.  In  their  present  shape,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  decreased  work  required  to  fill  them  will  be  an  incentive  to 
promptness  and  accuracy. 

VI.  Newly  elected  Department  Commanders  will  forward  to  these 
headquarters  their  signature  for  certification  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
order  that  they  may  be  recognized  when  asking  for  information. 

VII.  Morris  N.  Sackett  having  been  sentenced  to  dishonorable  dis- 
charge by  a  court-martial  of  James  Wadsworth  Post,  No.  297,  Department 
of  Michigan,  and  having  made  application  to  be  reinstated  in  said  Post, 
which  application  said  Post  has  unanimously  approved  at  a  regular  meet- 
ing, and  the  Department  Commander  having  approved  of  the  request, 
therefore  the  disability  resting  on  said  Morris  N.  Sackett,  through  the 
action  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby  removed,  and  said  Post  is  author- 
ized to  receive  him  again  into  their  membership. 
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Ephraim  Wright,  having  been  senteaced  to  dishonorable  discharge  by 
a  court-marshal  of  Geo.  K.  Warren  Post,  No.  63,  Department  of  Michigan, 
and  having  made  application  to  be  reinstated  in  said  Post,  and  said  Post 
having  unanimously  voted  at  a  regular  meeting  to  ask  that  the  disability 
caused  by  said  court-martial  be  removed,  and  the  Department  Commander 
of  Michigan  having  approved  of  said  request,  therefore  the  disability  rest- 
ing on  said  £phraim  Wright,  through  the  action  of  said  court-martial,  is 
hereby  removed,  and  said  Post  is  authorized  to  receive  him  again  into  their 
membership. 

William  Salsbury,  having  been  sentenced  to  dishonorable  discharge  by 
a  court-martial  of  Geo.  H.  Chapman  Post,  No.  209,  Department  of  Indi- 
ana, having  made  application  to  be  reinstated  in  said  Post,  and  said  Post 
having  approved  of  said  application  at  a  regular  meeting,  and  the  Depart- 
ment Commander  having  approved  of  said  request,  therefore  the  disability 
resting  on  said  William  Salsbury,  through  the  action  of  said  court-martial 
is  hereby  removed,  and  said  Post  is  authorized  to  receive  him  again  into 
their  membership. 

VIII.     Information  is  requested  concerning  comrades  as  noted  below : 

By  Mrs.  Margaret  Rogers,  No.  217  Second  Street,  N.  E.,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  of  Patrick  Rogers,  Company  K,  6th  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He  left 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  for  Gladstone,  Mich.,  July  2,  1887,  but  never  reached 
there  as  far  as  known. 

By  John  W.  Brice,  No.  311  Madison  Street,  New  York  City,  the  ad- 
dress of  any  one  who  knew  John  Brice,  third  assistant  engineer  on  Tristan 
Shandy  or  Monadnock,  and  imprisoned  at  Libby  for  eight  months. 

By  W.  P.  McMahan,  Box  607,  Belleville,  Ont.,  any  officer  of  the  63d 
New  York  Volunteers  who  knew  .John  Tlill,  late  private  in  said  regiment. 

By  C.  F.  S.  Aimes,  the  addn'H* «  f  Ed.  (Chamberlain,  of  an  Illinois  regi- 
ment, or  of  J.  E.  Newlin,  of  an  Iowa  regiment,  or  any  other  comrade  who 
was  with  Edgar  Nichols,  Company  **E,"  4th  Minnesota,  in  the  small-pox 
hospital  at  Paducah,  Ky. 

By  Mrs.  Louise  A.  Smith,  Pleasanton,  Kas.,  the  address  of  Capt.  Logan, 
or  any  comrade  of  Company  *'D,"  17th  Michigan  Infantry,  who  remembers 
her  husband,  who  was  in  said  regiment. 

By  Mrs.  Zonettah  A.  Armstrong,  Alturas,  California,  the  address  of 
any  comrade  who  knew  James  W.  Poor,  Company  "  B,"  1st  Maine  Cavalry, 
mustered  out  as  Ist  Lieut,  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  August,  1865. 

By  D.  W.  Blair,  No.  2449  Syracuse  Ave.,  Chicago,  111,,  the  address  of 
any  of  the  following  officers  of  lOlst  U.  S.  Colored  Infantry :  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  R.  J.  Davis,  Captains  R.  W.  Barnard,  J.  Grimme,  R.  J.  Robinson, 
Lieutenant  Wilde,  Adjutant  Alexander  Caski. 

By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 

IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant-  Qeneral, 
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Headquabtsbs  Qband  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  May  25,  1896. 
General  Orders  \ 
No.  10.  r 

I.  General  Lucius  Fairchild,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Kepublic,  died  at  his  home  in  Madison,  Wis.,  Saturday, 
May  23,  1896. 

A  Nation  mourns  his  loss,  but  he  is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  his 
Comrades. 

Representative,  Private,  Captain,  Colonel,  Brigadier-General,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  three  times  Governor  of  his  State,  United  States  Consul  at 
Liverpool,  Consul-General  at  Paris,  Minister  to  Spain,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Loyal  Legion ;  these  positions  mark  the  line  of  his  march  in  his  career,  but 
it  is  rather  as  an  honored  member  of  our  Order,  and  as  the  pure  and  gentle 
patriot,  the  light  of  the  camp-fire,  the  life  of  the  Post  room,  the  glory  of 
the  Encampment,  that  he  will  hold  the  warmest  place  in  our  hearts,  and 
will  ever  be  to  us  the  endeared  and  cherished  Comrade. 

II.  The  prescribed  badge  of  mourning  will  be  worn  by  officers,  when 
on  duty,  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  from  the  receipt  of  this  order,  as  a 
token  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Comrade  Fairchild. 

By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 
IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant'  Oeneral, 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  June  24,  1896. 
General  Orders  \ 
No.  11.  / 

I.     The  following  additional  appointments  are  announced.     They  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 


AIDES-DE-CAMP. 

CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA. 

W.  C.  Burton,  Soldiers'  Home,  Los  Angeles. 
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CLUNOIS. 
Jas.  H.  Crowder,  Bethany. 

INDIANA. 

Lew  Wallace,  Crawfordsville.  D.  H.  Smith,  Kokomo. 

Ghas.  M.  Scott,  New  Albany. 

IOWA. 

J.  J.  Bailey,  West  Branch. 

KENTUCKY. 

John  Fowler,  Louisville. 

LOUISIANA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 

J.  F.  Jaillot,  New  Orleans. 

MICHIGAN. 

Frank  C.  Trowbridge,  Detroit.  W.  K.  Marshall,  Saginaw,  E.  S. 

Stephen  A.  Crane,  Owosso.  Herbert  A.  Backus,  Detroit 

MINNESOTA. 

George  F.  Sabin,  St.  Paul.  Qeo.  Q.  White,  Minneapolis, 

Major  U.  8.  A.    Retired. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

John  H.  Crissey,  Newark. 

NEW  YORK. 

Edward  B.  Dickinson,  Brooklyn.  Edward  Openslaw,  New  Brighton. 

TENNESSEE. 

C.  M.  Bush,  City  of  Mexico.  John  Q.  Kean,  Nashville.. 

TEXAS. 

John  Roch,  Stephenville. 

n.  The  Inspector-General  reports  to  these  headquarters  that  up  to  the 
15th  of  the  present  month  he  had  received  reports  of  Department  Inspectors 
from  only  twenty-three  (23)  departments,  and  of  Assistant  Inspectors-Gen- 
eral from  only  nine  (9)  of  the  forty-five  departments  from  which  reports  are 
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due.  This  neglect  is  a  serious  embarrassment  to  the  Inspector-General  and 
greatly  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  Order.  The  Commander-in-Chief 
therefor*  urges  all  Department  Inspectors  and  all  Assistant  Inspectors-Gren- 
eral  who  have  not  performed  their  duty  under  Article  V,  of  Chapter  V,  of 
the  Rules  and  Kegulations,  to  do  so  immediately,  and  send  their  reports  to 
William  M.  Olin,  Inspector-General,  State  House,.  Boston. 

III.  The  Surgeon-General  reports  that  the  Medical  Directors  of  the 
Departments  have  been  very  remiss  in  sending  in  their  reports  to  him. 
These  reports  should  be  promptly  forwarded  by  the  first  day  of  July  to  Dr. 
J.  B.  Whiting,  Surgeon-General,  Janesville,  Wis.,  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  make  his  report  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  before  the  National  En- 
campment. Suitable  blanks  can  be  obtained  by  addressing  the  Quarter- 
master-General. Where  the  Medical  Director  of  a  Department  is  unable 
to  make  his  report,  or  has  failed  to  do  so,  the  Department  Commander  is 
requested  to  direct  that  the  A.  A.  G.  shall  make  the  same  without  further 
delay.    The  matter  of  reports  must  be  attended  to  promptly  for  this  term. 

IV.  The  consolidated  report  of  the  Adjutant-Greneral  for  December 
31,  1896,  was  delayed  beyond  a  reasonable  time  by  the  failure  to  receive 
the  reports  from  two  Departments. 

If  the  comrades  desire  to  know  the  present  condition  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Bepublic  at  St.  Paul,  every  Post  Adjutant  must  consider  him- 
self personally  responsible  to  assist  therein  by  sending  his  report  to  the 

A.  A.  G.  of  his  Department  before  July  1. 

V.  All  proposed  alterations  or  amendments  to  rules  or  regulations 
that  have  been  approved  by  Department  Encampments  must  be  certified  to 
the  Adjutant-Greneral  before  July  10,  in  order  to  secure  legal  notice  to 
representatives.  The  circular  containing  them  will  be  issued  about  that  date. 

VI.  The  new  edition  of  the  Blue  Book,  prepared  by  Comrade  Robert 

B.  Beath,  containing  all  the  decisions  down  to  the  present  administration, 
is  now  completed,  and  requisitions  will  be  filled  after  the  Ist  of  July.  Com- 
rades desiring  them  should  make  requisitions  through  Post  Quartermaster 
on  the  A.  Q.  M.-G.  of  their  Department. 

VII.  As  has  b«en  previously  announced,  the  Thirtieth  National  En- 
campment will  be  held  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  2  to  4,  1896. 

The  attention  of  Department  Commanders  is  called  to  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  definite  information  at  once  as  to  the  number  of  comrades  who 
expect  to  attend  the  National  Encampment  in  order  that  proper  accommo- 
dations may  be  provided.  It  will  be  impossible  to  make  these  arrangements 
on  a  few  weeks'  notice.  This  information  should  be  sent  to  C.  W.  Horr, 
Chairman  Accommodation  Committee,  St.  Paul. 

Tlic  rate  of  one  cent  per  mile  to  St.  Paul  has  been  named  in  all  terri- 
tory controlled  by  the  Western  Passenger  Association,  the  Central  Traflic 
Association,  and  half  fare  from  the  Atlantic  Coast  to  Bufialo,  Pittsburgh 
and  similar  points,  to  be  added  to  the  rate  of  one  cent  per  mile  from  these 
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points  to  St.  Paul.  The  half-fare  rate  in  territory  east  of  Buffalo  is  equiva- 
lent to  about  one  cent  a  mile.  The  Soo  Line,  reitching  New  England  and 
other  eastern  points,  has  named  a  one-cent  rate.  The  Southern  Passenger 
Association  has  named  a  half-fare  rate.  From  the  Pacific  Coast  the  rate 
will  be  half  fare.  All  tickets  will  be  limited.  Department  Commanders 
should  complete  their  railroad  arrangements  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
and  inform  the  comrades  of  the  result. 

VIII.  The  Commander-in-Chief  is  much  gratified  by  the  hearty  re- 
sponse to  requests  for  donations  to  assist  our  Comrades  in  the  South  in  the 
proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day.  Every  requisition  for  money  or  flags 
was  duly  approved,  and  there  was  a  surplus  left.  From  reports  received, 
the  day  was  honored  and  observed  with  greater  unanimity  than  in  any 
previous  year. 

IX.  Past  Commander-in-Chief  S.  8.  Burdett  being  unable  to  serve  on 
the  committee  appointed  in  General  Orders  No.  6,  paragraph  II,  C.  8.,  on 
account  of  his  health.  Past  Commander-in-Chief  John  G.  B.  Adams  is 
hereby  ap]>ointed  Chairman  of  said  committee,  and  Comrade  Matt  H. 
Ellis,  of  New  York,  is  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

X.  Col.  H.  S.  Dietrich,  Chief  of  Staff,  particularly  desires  Aides  to 
send  in  their  reports  to  him  of  the  Posts  visited  by  them  and  such  other  in- 
formation as  may  be  beneficial  to  the  Order.  The  Commander-in-Chief 
desires  members  uf  his  staff,  who  can  conveniently  be  present  at  St.  Paul, 
to  appear  in  the  uniform  of  our  organization. 

XI.  Charles  Frank  Kinnitz,  having  been  sentenced  to  dishonorable 
discharge  by  a  court-martial  of  Post  No.  29,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  having 
made  application  to  be  reinstated  in  said  Post,  and  a  unanimous  resolution 
having  been  passed  by  said  Post  at  a  regular  meeting  asking  for  his  rein- 
statement, and  the  Department  Commander  having  approved  the  petition, 
therefore  the  disability  resting  on  said  Charles  Frank  Kinnitz,  through  the 
action  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby  removed  and  said  Post  is  authorized 
to  receive  him  again  into  their  membership. 

XII.  Information  is  requested  concerning  comrades  as  noted  below: 
By  James  V.  McHugh,  Lumber  Exchange,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  of 

Edwin  Scott,  who  was  hospital  steward  of  an  Illinois  regiment. 

By  C.  Ludewig,  No.  2315  Front  Street,  Seattle,  Wash.,  the  address  of 
any  one  who  knew  his  father.  Christian  Ludewig,  late  private  Company  C, 
1st  Missouri  Infantry. 

By  James  Young,  No.  206  Main  Street,  Natick,  Mass.,  information  as 
to  the  Company,  Regiment  and  State  of  two  comrades,  James  S.  Monroe 
and  Edwin  H.  Alger,  who  are  buried  in  said  city. 

By  Mrs.  Frances  A.  Wallace,  No.  15  Peoria  Street,  Chicago,  111.,  the 
address  of  any  comrade  who  knew  her  husband,  James  W.  Tripper,  or 
James  Wallace  Tripper,  while  in  Company  E,  10th  Indiana,  or  Company 
E,  50th  Indiana. 
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By  J.  C.  Grannon,  No.  26  Pike  Opera  House,  Cincinuati,  Ohio,  the 
address  or  whereabouts  X)f  Samuel  C.  Kyle,  3d  California  Volunteers, 
formerly  a  native  of  California. 

By  Mrs.  Alpha  Bragg,  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  the  address  of  any  member  of 
Company  I,  1st  Michigan  Engineers'  and  Mechanics'  Kegiment,  who  knew 
her  husband,  a  member  of  that  regiment. 

By  Wm.  Campion,  Veterans'  Home,  Yontville,  Cal.,  the  address  of  any 
shipmate  on  the  U.  S.  Frigate  * 'Wabash"  who  remembers  him  during  the 
building  of  the  Swamp  Angel  battery,  at  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 

By  Owen  Morgan,  Franklin,  Ohio,  the  address  of  Daniel  M.  Richmond, 
of  Company  K,  4th  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  afterwards  of  Company  I,  6th  Ken- 
tucky Cavalry. 

By  Albert  P.  Hawkins,  No.  33  Maple  Street,  Providence,  R.  I.,  the 
present  address  of  his  brother,  Charles  H.  Hawkins,  late  Company  I,  2d 
Regiment  Rhode  Inland  Infantry. 

By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 

IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief, 

Adjutant-  Qeneral. 


Headquabtebs  Grand  Army  of  the  Rkpubwc, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  July  30,  1896. 

General  Orders) 
No.  12.  I 

I.     The  following  additional  appointments  are  announced.     They  will 
be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 


AIDES-DE-CAMP. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Francis  B.  Allen,  Hartford.     Special  for  Naval  Veterans. 

ILLINOIS. 

John  S.  Phelps,  Chicago.  Austin  D.  Barber,  Hamilton. 

W.  W.  Fletcher,  Chicago. 

INDIANA. 

Robert  B.  Sears,  Indianapolis. 
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MICHIGAN. 

J.  A.  S.  Verdier,  Grand  Bapids.  Norris  Richardson,  Cassopolis. 

W.  H.  Morgans,  Pontiac. 

MINNESOTA. 

William  M.  Liggett,  St.  Paul. 


D.  M.  Perry,  Washington. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Andrew  Gahill,  Trenton. 


NEW  YORK. 


Leonard  J.  Haas,  New  York  City. 
Moses  P.  Ross,  New  York  City. 
Harry  H.  Wells,  Buflfalo. 
Henry  J.  Baker,  Buffalo. 
David  S.  Brown,  New  York  City. 
D.  W.  Griffiths,  Batavia. 
Anson  S.  Wood,  Wolcott. 
John  W.  Hand,  Nunda. 
Martin  E.  Wendell,  Troy. 
James  P.  Ames,  Ogdenshurg. 
Sumner  W.  Lassell,  Canton. 
Daniel  A.  CMara,  New  York  City. 
Thos.  H.  Rieman,  Brooklyn. 
W.  H.  Miller,  Brooklyn. 
Jas.  H.  Reagan,  Saratoga. 


Wm.  Cleverly,  Brooklyn. 

J.  F.  Breckenridge,  Albany. 

Anselm  J.  Smith,  Buffalo. 

C.  A.  Rabright,  Corning. 

Jas.  A.  Blauchard,  New  York  City. 

Jas.  T.  Foster,  Geneva. 

J.  H.  Chatfield,  Rochester. 

Job  Woodruff,  New  York  City. 

Isaac  S.  Cation,  Brooklyn. 

John  Duyer,  Herald. 

Harrison  C.  Main,  Hermon. 

John  J.  Amaud,  Brooklyn. 

J.  W.  Van  Dyek,  Brooklyn. 

Edwin  A.  Kennedy,  Brooklyn. 

Chillis  Swain,  Yonkers. 


IL  All  requisitions  for  supplies  must  reach  the  Quartermaster-General 
on  or  before  August  10,  as  his  accounts  will  be  closed  on  that  date,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  audited  by  the  committee.  The  attention  of  all  A.  Q.  M. 
G.s  is  especially  called  to  this  matter. 

ni.  Resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  Department  Encampments  for 
amendments  to  Rules  and  Regulations  and  have  been  certified  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General as  follows : 

By  the  Department  of  Alabama : 

Resolvedy  That  Chapter  IV,  Article  II,  Section  3,  R.  and  R.,  G.  A.  R., 
be  amended  by  adding  the  words  ^^  and  Past  Provisional  Department  Com- 
manders." 

Besoived  further,  That  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Seventh  Annual 
Encampment,  at  Montgomery,  April  4th,  1895,  requesting  that  Past  De- 
partment Commander  Cornelius  Cadle  be  placed  on  the  National  Roll, 
together  with  the  preliminary  resolution  by  William  B.  Woods,  Post  No.  6, 
be  again  presented  to  the  National  Encampment  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 
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From  the  Department  of  California  and  Nevada : 

Resolved^  That  this  Encampment  recommend  to  the  National  Encamp- 
ment that  Section  5,  Article  IV,  Chapter  V,  of  Kules  and  Regulations 
concerning  dues  of  the  members  of  the  Order  who  are  in  the  Regular  Army 
and  Navy,  be  stricken  out. 

From  the  Department  of  Massachusetts: 

Resolvedj  That  Chapter  V,  Article  III,  Section  2,  be  amended  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  *' therein  "in  the  fourth  line,  and  also  after  the 
word  "therein  "  in  the  tenth  line,  the  following  words :  "  Excepting  mem- 
bers whose  dues  have  been  remitted  for  a  whole  of  the  preceding  year." 
Also  the  following  amendment  to  Chapter  IV,  Article  VIII :  **No  money 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  National  Encampment  for  the 
purchase  of  a  testimonial  or  gift  to  any  past  or  present  officer  of  the  Na- 
tional Encampment."  Also  to  Chapter  IV,  Article  II,  such  an  amendment 
as  will  enable  delegates  to  attend  to  the  selection  of  their  own  alternates 
from  those  regularly  elected. 

From  the  Department  of  New  York: 

R&tolvedy  That  we  recommend  to  the  National  Encampment  that  Regu- 
lations be  so  amended  as  to  permit  each  State  Department  to  fix  the  time 
at  which  election  shall  be  held  in  the  Posts  within  its  jurisdiction.  Also 
to  amend  Chapter  V,  Article  IV,  Section  4,  so  as  to  provide  that  members 
in  arrears  for  one  year  and  two  months  shall  be  dropped  by  a  vote  of  the 
Post. 

From  the  Department  of  Ohio : 

Changes  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  as  follows:  Any  member  of  the  Sous  of 
Veterans  may  be  admitted  as  a  visitor  to  any  meeting  of  any  Post  by  per- 
mission of  the  Post  Commander  or  other  officers  of  the  Post  then  presiding, 
on  his  giving  the  National  countersign  of  the  S.  of  V.  to  the  Outside  and 
Inside  Guard  of  the  Post.  The  Inside  Guard  shall  announce  to  the  Post 
the  name,  residence,  and  the  fact  that  the  visitor  is  a  Son  of  a  Veteran, 
when  the  Officer  of  the  Day  shall  present  said  visitor  before  the  altar  to  the 
Post  Commander  or  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Post,  before  whom  the  Son 
of  Veteran  shall  take  the  following  pledge:  "I  solemnly  promise  never  to 
reveal  anything  that  I  learn  herein,  to  all  of  which  I  pledge  my  sacred 
honor."  The  Son  of  Veteran  shall  be  denominated  in  the  Post  as  a  com- 
rade's son,  and  he  shall  denominate  the  officers  of  the  Post,  while  in  their 
places,  by  their  several  official  names,  and  the  comrades  as  comrade 
fathers.  Such  visitors,  on  invitation  of  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Post 
and  the  consent  of  the  comrades  thereof,  shall  have  the  right  to  speak  in 
Post  meetings.  The  right  to  such  visitations  shall  continue  so  long  and  no 
longer  than  the  National  countersign  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  shall  be  duly 
tran-i^mitted  from  their  National  Headquarters  to  the  National  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  from  them  to  hv>  dwlv  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Departments  to  the  Posts. 
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IV^  The  Southern  States  Passenger  Association  has  autliorizetl  the 
rate  of  one  cent  per  mile,  distance  traveled,  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
adopted  by  the  other  Passenger  Associations.  This  completes  the  rate  of 
one  cent  per  mile,  or  its  equivalent,  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf.  Comrades  may  find  more 
definite  information  on  application  to  the  local  ticket  agents,  and  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  at  an  early  date  with  them. 

V.  The  Citizens'  Committee  at  St.  Paul,  having  in  charge  the  Thirtieth 
National  Encampment,  finds  its  affairs  in  a  gratifying  state  of  forwardneHs, 
and  indications  point  to  a  very  large  attendance  at  this  Encampment. 
Local  details  could  not  be  in  a  much  better  icondition.  The  Accommoda- 
tions Committee,  and  to  some  extent  the  Parade  and  Review  Committee, 
are  hampered  by  lack  of  information  as  to  the  number  of  comrades  desiring 
free  quarters,  and  also  the  number  desiring  horses  and  equipments  for  the 
parade.  If  Department  Commanders  would  forward  to  Gen.  E.  C.  Mason, 
President  of  the  St.  Paul  Citizens'  Committee,  estimates  of  the  number  of 
veterans  to  be  in  attendance  and  desiring  free  quarters,  it  would  be  of 
inestimable  value  to  him  in  arranging  his  plans  for  accommodations,  also 
for  the  parade,  and  for  such  other  matters  as  may  be  necessary. 

VL  The  Commander-in-Chief  desires  particularly  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  comrades  to  the  fact^  that  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad,  by 
their  pledge  to  the  Louisville  National  P^ncampment  of  a  guaranteed  rate 
of  one  cent  per  mile  to  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  and  their  action 
in  sustaining  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  his  efforts  to  secure  this  rate  from 
other  roads,  is  entitled  to  the  patronage  of  the  comrades  whose  route  to  St. 
Paul  can  conveniently  be  made  by  this  road. 

National  Headquarters  will  close  on  Saturday,  August  29,  and  will  be 
reopened  at  the  Hotel  Ryan,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Tuesday  morning,  Septem- 
ber 1.  The  Headquarters  train  will  leave  Indianapolis /)n  Monday  noon, 
August  31,  by  way  of  the  C,  C,  C,  &  St.  L.  R'y  to  Chicago,  and  thence  by 
the  Chicago  Great  Western  to  St.  Paul,  reaching  that  city  by  Tuesday 
morning.  Department  Commanders  will  meet  with  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  at  National  Headquarters  on  Tuesday  evening  at  4  o'clock,  Septem- 
ber 1,  for  consultation  and  final  orders.  Prompt  attendance  is  requested 
in  order  that  the  instructions  for  parade  and  review  may  be  thoroughly 
understood. 

On  arrival  in  the  city,  the  A.  A.  G.  of  each  Department  will  report  to 
the  Adjutant-General  at  once  the  number  of  delegates  and  Past  Depart- 
ment Commanders  who  will  be  present,  and  the  location  of  their  head- 
quarters. 

Aides-de-Camp  on  the  National  Staff  will  report  to  Comrade  Henry  S. 
Dietrich,  Chief  of  Stafi,  immediately  upon  their  arrival.  The  Staff  will 
report  mounted  to  Comrade  Dietrich  on  the  morning  of  the  parade  at  9 
o'clock.     Comrade  Dietrich  will  have  charge  of  the  formation  of  the  Staff. 
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VII.  The  Naval  Veterans'  Association  will  hold  a  Dog  Watch,  under 
the  command  of  Rear  Admiral  Francis  B.  Allen,  who  has  been  appointed 
Special  Aide  for  that  purpose.  All  organizations  of  Veterans  proposing 
to  hold  reunions  during  the  Encampment  should  at  once  address  Col.  Fred. 
Richter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Reunions,  No.  459  Webster  Ave- 
nue, St.  Paul,  Minn.,  who  desires  the  number  of  men  to  be  accommodated, 
and  all  other  necessary  information  in  regard  to  same.  Give  full  detail  as 
to  the  reunion,  and  as  to  the  day  and  hour  when  same  will  be  held. 

VIII.  Attention  is  called  to  Section  2,  Article  II,  Chapter  IV,  R. 
and  R.: 

**  Any  vacancies  occurring  by  written  resignation  that  may  exhaust  the 
list  of  Alternates  entitled  to  serve  in  place  of  absent  Representatives,  may 
be  filled  by  the  Department  Council  of  Administration,  duly  called  and 
sitting  within  its  jurisdiction.  Such  Alternates  may  serve  in  order  of  their 
election." 

IX.  The  A.  A.  G.  of  each  department,  on  presenting  his  credentials, 
will  receive  the  badges  to  which  he  is  entitled,  and  he  will  Ireceipt  for  same. 
The  Committee  on  Credentials  will  consist  .of — 

The  Adjutant-General  and  Comrades  D.  N.  Foster,  of  Indiana;  Wash- 
ington Gardner,  of  Michigan;  A.  W.  Barrett,  of  California;  H.  H.  Cum- 
ings,  of  Pennsylvania. 

X.  The  Thirtieth  National  Encampment,  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic, will  assemble  in  the  Auditorium  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at  10  ▲.  M., 
Thursday,  September  3,  next. 

XI.  The  annual  parade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday,  September  2.  The  starting  point  will  be  at  the  inter- 
section of  Dayton  and  Western  avenues ;  thence  down  Western  Avenue  to 
Summit  Avenue,  down  Summit  Avenue  to  Sixth  Street,  down  Sixth  to 
Smith  Park.  The  Reviewing  Stand  will  be  located  at  Smith  Park,  and 
will  be  designated  by  the  national  colors.  The  parade  will  move  in  column 
of  platoons,  eight  files  front,  closed  to  half  distance.  Post  Commanders 
will  keep  their  commands  well  closed,  and  Department  Commanders  are 
charged  to  prevent  gaps  between  the  head  of  their  column  and  the  preced- 
ing Department.  The  details  of  the  parade  will  appear  in  future  orders 
from  General  Edwin  C.  Mason,  Chief  Marshal. 

XII.  Information  is  requested  concerning  Comrades  as  noted  below : 
By  Ferdinand  Wunder,  No.  958  Myrtle  Avenue,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the 

address  of  any  Comrade  in  Company  H,  16th  New  York  Cavalry,  Captain 
Bobbins,  who  was  present  at  the  engagement  at  Fairfax  Court  House,  Va. 
By  Griffin  &  Fitzgerald,  No.  258  Broadway,  New  York,  the  address  of 
any  one  who  knew  Simon  Hennesy,  alias  James  Chambers,  late  of  Company 
G,  1st  New  Jersey  Cavalry. 
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By  David  Jackson,  No.  1  Wooville  Street,  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  address 
of  any  comrade  of  Company  B,  46th  New  York  Infantry,  who  knew  "Little 
Dave." 

By  James  Johnson,  Marseilles,  III.,  information  of  his  brother,  Alfred 
Johnson,  who  enlisted  at  Geneva,  Kane  County,  Illinois,  in  the  spring  of 
'61,  and  was  at  Rockford,  111.,  in  '93. 

By  John  P.  Miller,  care  of  Jacob  Krumshide,  rear  of  No.  2641  Wash- 
ington Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  the  address  of  anyone  who  knew  Cornelius 
J.  Sugrua,  or  Sagina,  or  Sughrue,  who  served  in  Company  D,  12th  Massa- 
chusetts Infantry,  in  the  Navy,  and  in  G)mpany  D,  3d  Battery,  U.  S.  A. 

By  Chas.  H.  Barnes,  River  Falls,  information  of  his  brother,  Henry  S. 
Barnes,  of  the  4th  Mich.  Cavalry. 

By  E.  W.  Bennett,  No.  258  Broadway,  N.  Y.,  the  present  whereabouts  of 
Harry,  or  Henry  F.  Coles,  Ist  Sergeant,  Company  D,  84th  Regiment,  N.  Y. 
S.  M.,  discharged  at  New  York,  October  29,  1864. 

By  N.  G.  Eadus,  Racine,  Wis.,  the  addr^is  of  any  of  the  officers  or 
members  of  the  59th  111.  Infantry,  also  of  the  14th  U.  S.  Colored. 

By  Louis  Guiette,  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.,  address  of  Abner  Porter,  8th 
Mich.  Cavalry.  By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 

IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant' QenercU. 


Headquartebs  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

8t.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  4,  1896. 
General  Orders') 
No.  13.  / 

I.  Comrade  T.  S.  Clarkson,  of  Nebraska,  having  been  elected  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Grand  Array  of  the  Republic  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  upon  his  installation,  my  official  relation  with  that  office  will  termi- 
nate, I  therefore  most  earnestly  bespeak  for  my  successor  the  same  loyal 
and  cordial  support  that  has  been  accorded  to  me  during  my  term  of  office. 

II.  To  the  elected  officers  of  the  National  Encampment,  including 
the  members  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration,  who  have  been 
associated  with  me  during  the  past  year,  and  to  my  official  and  personal 
Staff,  I  extend  my  grateful  appreciation  and  sincere  thanks  for  their  work, 
interest  and  hearty  cooperation. 

III.  The  official  and  personal  Staff  are  hereby  discharged  from 
farther  duty.  By  command  of 

I.  N.  WALKER, 
IRVIN  ROBBINS,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Adjutant-  Qeneral. 
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HEAlXirARTERS  GkaND  ArMY  OP  THE  REPtBLIC, 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  8,  1895. 
Circular  Letter,  \ 
No.  1.  / 

Comrades — The  Commander-in-Chief,  in  assuming  the  duties  of  his 
office,  hopes  to  come  into  close  touch  with  the  Department  Commanders 
and  to  keep  step  with  all  the  comrades,  so  that  we  may  present  an  unbroken 
column.  It  is  his  desire  that  this  shall  be  a  year  of  active,  earnest  work. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  we  need  each  other.  Every  Grand  Army  Post 
should  be  a  recruiting  station.  There  are  thousands  of  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers,  throughout  the  land,  who  served  with  credit  in  the  army 
of  the  Union  and  kept  their  oath  to  the  flag,  who  are  not  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  We  should  make  it  our  first  duty  to  see 
that  the  names  of  these,  our  comrades-in-arms,  be  placed  upon  our  rolls. 
Until  this  be  accomplished  our  work  will  not  be  complete. 

As  members  of  the  grandest  organization  in  the  world,  let  us,  one  and 
all,  strive  to  accomplish  this  result.  By  so  doing  we  may  reasonably  hope 
to  regain  our  losses  from  suspensions,  to  increase  our  membership  and  use- 
fulness, and  command  that  respect  and  justice  which  is  our  due. 

Comrades,  the  Commander-in-Chief  asks  your  active  cooperation  and 
assistance  in  advancing  our  lines.  With  your  aid  much  can  be  accom- 
plished for  your  interests;  without  it  his  efforts  will  be  in  vain. 

Department  Commanders  will  notify  these  Headquarters  of  the  prob- 
able time  and  place  of  holding  their  Encampment,  before  the  date  is  finally 
fixed,  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  desires  to  attend  as  many  as  possible. 
Sincerely  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

I.  N.  WALKER, 
Official:  Commander-in-Chief. 

IRVIN  R0BBIN8, 

Adjutant-  General. 
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JOURNAL 


Thirty-First  National  Encampment, 


\ 

N 

"^  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

-^ 

THrRSDAY,  AUGUST  26,  1897— MORNING  SESSION. 

'i  The  Thiitv-first  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army 

of  the  Republic  was  called  to  order  by  the  Commander-in-Chief 

'^y  at   10  o'clock  A.  M.,  Autruat  26,  1897,  at  the  Music  Hall  in 

«  Buffalo,  New  York.     The  ''Assembly"  was  sounded  by  C'om- 

<*  mde  ¥j,  H.  Rex  ford. 

INFORMAL    SI-XSIOX. 

^  The   Commander-in-Chief:  AVe  shall  have  a  short  in- 

\      '         formal  session,  as  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  and  the  Comraonwejilth 
,'  of  New  York,  throut^h  the  Mayor  and  Governor,  desire  to  ex- 

^^^  tend  welcome.     I  know  that  you  will   unite  with  me  in  every 

;,*  effort  to  transact  the  business  of  this  Encampment  in  the  most 

S  rt»asonable  time  possible.    If  there  are  any  comrades  on  the  floor, 

'y '  entitled  to  seats,  who  have  ctime  lieiv  for  tlie  purimse  of  hearing: 

themselves  talk,  I  would  like  to  suggest  to  them  now,  that  it  is 
tlie  intention  of  the  Encampment  to  i)ick  out  a  place  way  out  on 
the  borders  of  the  city,  and  let  them  blow  it  off.  It  cannot  be 
done  within  these  walls  during  the  business  sessions  of  the  En- 
campment, unless  the  members  of  the  Encampment  i-efuse  t4> 
sustain  me  in  my  efforts  to  dispatcli  business. 

(3) 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  introduc»ed  Governor  Black,  of 
New  York,  who  addressed  the  Encampment  as  f  )llow8 : 

Mr.  President^  Members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic^  and  Fel- 
low Citizens :  The  struggle  of  the  human  race  should  be  to  reach  that  plane 
in  civilization  where  the  horrors  of  the  world  will  not  include  the  savage 
crime  of  war.  We  have  not  reached  it  yet,  but  let  us  hope  the  prayer  of  all 
the  generations  that  have  passed  will  find  complete  fulfillment  in  the  future. 
Perhaps *the  genius  of  invention  may  discover  implements  of  war  so  powerful 
and  fatal  that  men  dare  not  engage  in  armed  contention.  If  war  meant  almost 
certain  death  to  those  who  entered  it,  the  Christian's  zeal,  the  statesman's 
skill,  and  the  strong  desire  of  all  mankind  to  live,  might,  joined  together,  up- 
hold the  cause  of  peace.  No  other  union  can  maintain  a  long  continued 
national  repose,  for  the  rivalries  of  men  will  overstep  the  bounds  of  pru- 
dence and  integrity,  and  ambition  halts  before  no  enemy  except  the  fear  of 
death. 

It  has  many  times  transpired  in  the  uncertain  progress  of  the  world 
that  the  crisis  of  a  nation  has  been  decided  by  it.s  soldiers,  and  the  value  of 
that  decision  has  depended  upon  the  character  of  the  victorious  soldier  and 
his  power  to  improve  and  command  himself,  for  after  all  is  said  of  the  splen- 
dor and  fascination  of  war  its  only  glory  lies  in  the  cause  for  which  it  was 
maintained  and  in  the  hope  established  by  it  of  a  broader  civilization  and  a 
profounder  peace. 

Fortunate  beyond  any  time  or  people  hiis  been  the  American  people  in 
the  character  of  its  soldiers,  and  more  fortunate  still  has  been  the  American 
soldier  in  the  marvelous  achievement  he  has  wrought.  The  reward  to  his 
country  appears  in  the  increasing  strength  of  a  reunited  people,  and  in  every 
household  in  the  land  in  the  enlarged  freedom  of  the  citizen.  To  the  soldier, 
for  his  courage  and  his  sacrifice,  his  country  extends  that  affectionate  grati- 
tude which  will  always  be  the  spring  at  which  every  high  and  tender  inspira- 
tion will  be  renewed. 

The  people's  willingness  to  confess  their  obligation  no  soldier  will  gain- 
say or  doubt  who  saw  the  exhibition  made  not  long  ago  in  honor  of  their 
most  distinguished  General.  The  celebration  of  that  day  and  the  pomp  and 
ceremony  that  attended  it  is  an  event  to  which  the  minds  of  patriots  will 
constantly  recur  To  see  what  few  who  ever  lived  have  seen  was  the  high 
but  solemn  privilege  of  those  who  beheld  that  demonstration.  Hour  after 
hour  the  multitude,  with  sober  and  intent  demeanor,  moved  in  one  continu- 
ous tribute  of  veneration  and  respect.  From  every  state  and  city,  from  those 
remoter  regions  where  only  matters  of  serious  import  penetrate,  the  citizens 
of  every  rank  and  circumstance  were  moved  to  come.  Youth  and  old  age 
then  walked  together  side  by  side.  The  gauze  and  decoration  of  military 
display  were  mingled  with  those  soldiers  whose  homely  uniforms  were  long 
since  christened  by  smoke  and  fire. 

But  all  then  felt  and  yielded  to  a  single  inspiration.     The  strength  and 
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virtue  of  society  depend  upon  the  force  of  obligations  recognized,  and  the 
highest  of  these  obligations  is  that  imposed  by  gratitude,  the  only  one  that 
cannot  be  enforced ;  not  within  the  realm  of  contract  or  expression ;  it  is 
beyond  and  supreme.  And  no  profounder  lesson  could  be  taught  than  this 
by  the  unexampled  pageant  of  that  day,  that  many  years  afler  his  deeds  were 
done,  and  when  his  rugged  face  lived  only  through  the  mercy  of  the  chisel 
and  the  brush,  his  countrymen,  still  bearing  their  benefactor  in  their  hearts, 
were  gathered  from  every  quarter  of  the  republic  to  pay  their  homage  at  his 
tomb.  His  achievements  and  yours  were  their  salvation.  His  fame  and 
yours  are  their  possession.  They  have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  one,  the  other 
they  will  cherish  and  defend. 

In  this  age  and  country  great  names  abound  which  time  will  not  oblit-  ' 
erate  nor  dim,  and  among  those  names  can  be  seen  from  every  section  of  the 
globe  the  name  of  Grant  Yet  he  was  neither  scholar  nor  statesman,  but  a 
soldier,  carved  like  all  heroic  figures,  in  strong  lines,  for  dangerous  altitudes 
and  great  purposes.  As  we  move  away  from  him  and  years  and  events  pass 
between  us,  his  outline  will  still  be  visible  and  distinct.  Such  characters, 
built  upon  courage  and  faith,  and  that  loyalty  which  is  the  seed  of  both, 
are  not  the  playthings  but  the  masters  of  time.  His  benefactions  have  passed 
away  and  their  memory  may  grow  obscure,  but  his  fame  will  continue  forever. 
His  place  among  the  greatest  of  his  countrymen  is  fixed,  for  it  was  he  of 
whom  his  friends  once  justly  said,  his  name  rests  not  upon  the  unsubstantial 
basis  of  things  said,  but  upon  the  arduous  greatness  of  things  done. 

To  every  brave  and  honest  soldier,  though  his  fame  be  less,  his  country- 
men extend  the  same  full  measure  of  esteem,  and  to  every  soldier  here,  what- 
ever his  rank  may  be,  I  extend  the  cordial  welcome  of  the  state,  remembering 
that  they  who  do  not  wear  the  badge  of  office  may  still  wear  the  decoration 
of  noble  service  well  performed,  for  power  is  not  proclaimed  by  title  nor 
heroes  made  by  stars  or  epaulets.  rJ 

There  is  one  soldier  here  in  whose  welcome  every  citizen  will  join  with 
unequaled  zeal  and  fervor.  Not  alone  because  he  holds  the  highest  office  in 
the  world,  but  because  his  character,  unspotted  through  all  bis  years,  his  im- 
pulses strong  and  high,  his  whole  life  by  its  unobtrusive  power,  have  ennobled 
and  enriehed  the  office  he  holds. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  then  introduced  the  Mayor  as 
Comrade  Jewett,  who  addres.^ed  the  Encampment  as  follows : 

Honorable  Commander  and  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  lie- 
public:  Buffalo  has  often  been  called  the  Convention  City,  and  never  was 
the  name  more  appropriate  than  it  is  to-day  : 

Our  town  is  filled  with  guests,  and  our  ability  as  hosts  is  being  tested 
to  the  uttermost.  But  let  me  assure  you,  my  friends  from  all  quarters  of  this 
great  and  mighty  Nation,  that  never  was  a  warmer  welcome  awaiting  any 
body  of  men  who  have  assembled  in  this  beautiful  and  queenly  city  than  that 
which  I  extend  to  you  to-day. 
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The  work  of  preparing  for  your  coming  has  occupied  many  months.  It 
has  been  in  the  hands  of  our  most  prominent  and  enterprising  citizens. 
Incessantly  they  have  toiled  day  and  night.  Their  hearts  have  been  in  their 
work,  and  I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  never  were  arrangements  more  com- 
plete for  the  reception  of  a  body  of  visitors  and  for  giving  them  plenty  of 
entertainment  and  a  royal  good  time. 

Members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  let  me,  on  behalf  of  the 
city  of  Buffalo,  and  of  all  the  people  of  our  city,  assure  you  of  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  us  by  this  visit.  Let  me  say  that 
every  man  who  has  come  here  to  attend  this  National  Encampment  is  most 
heartily  welcome.  We  are  proud  to  do  honor  to  the  noble  patriots,  who  in 
those  dark  hours  of  peril,  disloyalty,  and  secession,  bravely  went  to  the  front 
and  offered,  if  necessary,  to  sacrifice  their  lives  to  save  our  Nation.  In  you 
we  behold  an  organization  which  deserves  our  respect  and  gratitude  above 
that  of  any  which  exists  beneath  our  glorious  flag.  Buffalo  honors  herself 
by  paying  homage  to  you. 

The  city  of  Buffalo  was  one  of  the  most  loyal  and  patriotic  cities  in  the  . 
North  during  the  Rebellion.  She  was  quick  to  respond  to  the  call  for  troops, 
and  ever  ready  to  assist  the  President  during  the  entire  course  of  that  great 
struggle.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  there  never  yet  has  been  a  blemish  upon 
her  record  for  loyalty  and  patriotism,  and  I  believe  the  day  will  never  come 
when  her  name  will  be  sullied  by  such  a  blemish. 

Our  children  are  being  taught  the  virtues  of  good  citizenship  ;  they  are 
being  brought  up  to  love  their  countrj'  and  to  revere  her  flag,  and  I  know 
that  if  the  Union  were  ever  again  in  danger,  and  needed  stout  hearts  and 
willing  hands  to  defend  her,  our  beautiful  city  of  Buffalo  would  be  as  quick 
to  respond  to  the  call  as  she  was  when  the  banner  of  our  Nation  was  fired 
upon  at  Fort  Snmter. 

We  wish  you  to  see  our  city  thoroughly  during  your  stay  among  us 
We  have  many  reasons  to  be  proud  of  it.  Its  rapid  advance  in  population, 
wealth,  and  beauty  during  the  last  ten  years  has  challenged  the  admiration 
of  thoughtful  observers  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Our  motto  is  *'  Progress," 
and  we  look  to  the  future  with  confidence  and  satisfaction.  The  miracle  of 
harnessing  the  Niagara  and  compelling  the  roaring  cataract  to  turn  the 
wheels  of  industry  in  this  city  has  been  successfully  performed.  In  a  short 
time  electricity  generated  by  Nature's  hand  will  have  supplanted  steam  in 
most  of  our  factories,  giving  an  impetus  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  our 
city,  compared  with  which  all  former  progress  will  seem  insignificant. 

We  invite  you  to  ride  over  our  smooth  and  clean  asphalt  streets,  through 
the  beautiful  residence  districts  and  around  the  parks,  and  after  you  have 
done  so  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  our  city  is  fair  to  look  upon  and 
a  place  where  comfort  and  happiness  are  to  be  found. 

I  trust  that  the  business  session  of  this  Encampment  will  be  harmonions 
and  profitable  and  will  result  in  making  the  order  stronger  than  it  has  ever 
been  before. 

I  wish  you  all  a  most  pleasant  sojourn  within  our  gates,  and  sincerely 
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hope  you  will  carry  away  pleasant  memories  of  Buffalo  and  her  people. 
Again  I  bid  you  all  a  most  cordial  welcome  to  our  city,  and  extend  the  free- 
dom thereof  to  one  and  all.  If  the  traditional  keys  of  the  city  were  extant  I 
should  certainly  present  them  with  my  compliments  to  your  Commander. 
But  as  there  are  no  keys,  you  must  take  the  will  for  the  deed,  and  the  word 
of  the  executive  that  you  are  all  our  most  welcome  and  our  most  honored 
guests  ;  and  during  the  Encampment  I  place  myself  and  the  government  of 
the  city  entirely  at  your  disposal. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  I  take  pleasure  in  intro- 
ducing to  you  that  splendid  comrade  and  soldier,  Albert  D. 
Shaw,  Department  Commander  of  New  York. 

Comrade  Shaw's  address  was  as  follows : 

Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  and  Comrades:  As  Commander  of  the 
Department  of  New  York,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  conspicuous 
honor  and  privilege  have  fallen  upon  me  to  welcome  on  our  soil  the  comrades 
from  the  other  members  of  our  sisterhood  of  states.  We  maintain  distinct 
Commonwealths,  each  governing  in  its  own  sphere,  but  all  constituting  one 
Nation  forever  indissoluble,  with  one  flag,  and  one  superior  allegiance. 

This  great  fact  had  its  demonstration  in  blood  and  fire,  on  many  famous 
fields,  and  was  finally  forever  established  at  Appomattox.  You  come  from 
the  Pacific  slope,  from  the  region  where  rolls  the  Oregon  and  that  once 
** heard  no  sound  save  its  own  dashing" — from  California;  from  states  trav- 
ersed by  the  Rocky  Mountain  chain,  from  the  Middle  West,  from  the  South 
and  from  the  East.  You  come  representing  a  great  host  of  survivors  of  the 
mightiest  military  conflict  that  the  world  has  ever  known.  But  to-day  you 
do  not  come  from  ensanguined  fields  with  exultant  shouts  of  victory,  and  the 
bearing  of  conquerors,  but  you  come  from  peaceful  scenes,  leaving  avoca- 
tions of  industry,  and  in  happy  mood,  to  join  in  fraternal  greetings  and  once 
more  give  proof  through  speech  and  pageantry  that  the  love  of  liberty  and 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  still  dominate  your  hearts;  New  York  welcomes  you 
with  generous,  hearty  welcome,  and  though  justly  pre-eminent  as  the  Empire 
State,  she  pays  you  sincere  and  grateful  homage.  Her  Governor,  with 
thousands  of  other  citizens  and  comrades,  most  cordially  greets  you.  This 
queenly  city,  the  gem  of  the  great  inland  lakes,  this  entryport  of  trade  and 
commerce,  opens  wide  her  gates  and  bids  you  welcome.  Some  of  you  were 
once  her  children,  and  to-day  you  return  as  grown-up  sons  to  receive  a 
mother's  blessing.  In  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  40,000  comrades  of  this 
Department  I  extend  to  you  a  soldier's  warm  greeting.  I  welcome  you  as 
comrades,  worthy  of  every  blessing,  and  I  know  you  will  feel  at  home  in  this 
hospitable  city.  It  was  a  fortunate  thing  for  the  virgin  West  that  there  was 
a  New  York,  and  it  was  a  happy  fact  that  the  overflow  from  our  state  largely 
peopled  the  prairies  with  a  civilization  as  grand  as  the  domain  was  boundless. 

We  meet  as  veterans  on  the  soil  of  our  common  mother,  on  whose 
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bosom  fell  the  bloody  dews  of  death  when  the  Nation  was  rocked  in  the  wild 
waves  of  Civil  War.  We  meet  in  glory  and  in  joy  in  the  greatest  age  in  the 
life  of  man.  Our  work  as  volunteer  soldiers  is  a  part  of  the  noble  history  of 
our  immortal  epoch — and  will  live  in  the  grateful  memory  of  all  true  Ameri- 
cans through  coming  ages  as  ^^equal  to  the  present,  reaching  forward  to  the 
future."  I  trust  and  believe  that  this  National  Encampment  will  so  conduct 
its  deliberations  as  to  enlarge  the  bounds  of  comradeship,  and  strengthen  the 
sentiments  of  peace  and  righteousness  throughout  all  our  borders.  As  we  near 
the  sunset  of  our  lives,  let  us  so  live  as  to  prove  that  we  are  as  patriotic  and 
faithful  to  every  responsibility  as  citizens  in  peace  as  we  were  true  to  every 
duty  as  soldiers  in  war.  Let  us  stand  as  one  man  for  equal  rights  and  equal 
privileges,  and  do  our  best  to  uplifl  and  safeguard  our  common  heritage — **a 
Government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people.'* 

Comrades,  this  is  the  last  time  a  vast  majority  of  the  comrades  present 
will  ever  meet  in  a  National  Encampment  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Before 
it  can  come  here  again,  death  and  age  will  have  made  it  possible  for  only  a 
small  remnant  now  living  to  attend.  And  so  this  precious  meeting  has  a 
pathetic  meaning  to  us  all,  and  we  will  enjoy  it  to  the  full;  we  will  be  happy 
while  we  may.  And  so  I  again  bid  you  welcome,  thrice  welcome,  and  may 
God  bless  you  every  one. 

Comrade  Shaw  asked  the  Encampment  to  listen  to  New 
York's  welcome  to  the  Grand  Army  in  the  form  of  a  poem 
written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  James  Prentiss  Foster,  of  Greneva,  and 
it  was  read  by  the  author. 

Radiantly  beaming,  clad  in  all  loyal  grace, 

With  open  hands  and  smiling  welcome  face. 

Expectant  standing  by  her  fair.  Western  gate, 

*^The  Empire  State"  her  sons'  home-coming  waits; 

Like  a  true  mother,  grateful  'mid  her  joys, 

To  lovingly  greet  her  own  brave  soldier  **  boys." 

Not  thus  long  since — 'twas  then  with  aching  heart 
She  feigned  no  fear  and  bade  her  sons  depart 
To  fields  of  strife  and  beds  of  death  and  pain, 
Whence  many  ne'er  she  saw  return  again; 
Now  folds  her  grief 'mid  the  quick-fleeting  years. 
While  smiles  o'ercrown  her  sorrow,  gem  her  tears. 

Ah,  great  is  God,  and  good  as  He  is  just, 
His  truth  makes  plain  to  them  who  in  Him  trust ; 
See,  thronging  come  her  sons  from  prairies  wide — 
Their  new  homes  there — to  cluster  at  her  side  ; 
Yes,  here  come  myraids  now  from  every  hand, 
Proud  truants  'round  their  mother's  side  to  stand. 
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With  these,  again  his  comradeship  to  prove, 
Comes  one  all  loyal  hearts  esteem  and  love  ; 
Whose  noble  life  lies  like  an  open  book, 
On  which  admiring  eyes  do  love  to  look, 
As  to  "the  front"  in  war's  dark  days  he  went, 
Gomes  here  oar  comrade  and  our  President. 

Heaven  bless  the  Union,  keep  it  true  and  good — 

Dear  country,  saved  by  travail  and  by  blood  I 

May  countless  freemen,  North  and  South,  ne'er  tire 

To  lift  its  stately  standard  ever  higher 

'Till  all  upon  its  star-gemmed  stripes  may  read 

This  is  "God's  country,"  blest  in  thought  and  deed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  soldiers  of  1861  to 
1865  have  left  their  mark  upon  this  great  country  of  ours,  in 
more  ways  than  one.  They  have  a  band  of  patriotic  sons  who 
will  fill  their  places  when  they  are  gone.  I  am  going  to  intro- 
duce now  a  son  of  a  veteran,  Mr.  E.  W.  Hatch,  of  the  City  of 
Buffalo. 

Judge  Hatch  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows: 

Commander-in-Chief,  and  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re 
public :  In  obedience  to  the  command  of  forty  thousand  organized  Sons  of 
Veterans  of  this  country,  I  come  to  you  to-day  to  extend  filial,  loving  greet- 
ings. We  bear  in  mind  the  moral  grandeur  of  the  achievements  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  We  have  learned  that  their  achievement  not  only 
saved  the  government,  but  lifted  higher  the  plane  of  citizenship  and  liberty, 
and  the  rights  of  man  the  world  over.  Not  only  did  it  do  that  upon  the  field 
of  battle  amid  blood  and  carnage,  but  it  has  done  it  equally  well  in  lifting  the 
civil  grandeur  of  the  United  States  government  to  the  highest  plane  occupied 
by  nations.  It  learned  to  respect  the  rights  of  others  while  learning  to  obey 
upon  the  field  of  battle.  It  had  higher  regard  for  the  liberties  and  the  rights 
of  men,  and  so  when  it  returned  from  the  field  it  returned  to  give  this  country 
better  government,  and  a  high  citizenship.  It  has  stood  for  that  peace  for 
which  the  Governor  of  New  York  this  morning  so  eloquently  plead.  It  has 
paved  the  way,  and  blazed  the  path.  It  has  taught  the  Nation  under  Grant 
what  it  was  to  arbitrate  difficulties  without  appeal  to  arms.  This  Grand 
Army  has  been  an  inspiration  for  liberty  and  patriotism  unequalled  by  any 
force  which  this  government  ever  organized.  It  has  stood  in  halls  of  legisla- 
tion and  made  wise  laws.  It  has  made  the  government  grateful  for  all  the 
service  rendered.  But,  comrades,  however  we  may  philosophize,  our  philos- 
ophy carries  us  not  beyond  this,  that  in  the  near  future  this  Grand  Army,  so 
powerful  and  noble  upon  the  field  of  battle,  so  effective  in  the  councils  of  the 
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Nation,  so  grand  in  all  its  achievements,  must  pass  away.  Somebody,  some- 
how, most  rightfully  become  its  executor.  Whatever  may  be  the  views  of 
individual  members  of  the  Grand  Army  this  heritage  must  go  to  somebody, 
becaose  when  you  shall  have  passed  away  there  will  be  things  to  execute 
upon.  Forty  thousand  of  your  sons,  who  have  received  from  youthat  inspira- 
tion which  makes  them  patriotic  citizens,  stand  in  line,  not  to  demand  this 
inheritance,  but  with  willing  hearts  and  hands,  saying,  Here  we  are,  to  render 
such  service  as  you  may  demand  from  us.  Sometimes  in  the  course  of  the 
settlement  of  human  affairs  men  will  admit  a  trustee  who  shall  learn  of  their 
wants  and  their  desires  in  order  that  they  may  be  more  faithfully  carried 
out ;  and  so  to-day  we  bring  these  greetings  of  love  and  affection,  saying  to 
you,  Burden  us  with  any  service,  but  give  us  our  share  in  the  inheritance,  and 
if  not  now,  by  admission  as  trustee,  we  shall  be  content  to  administer  upon 
what  you  leave.  Again  tendering  to  you  the  filial  regard  of  the  organization 
I  represent,  I  thank  you  and  your  Commander  for  this  opportunity  to  appear 
upon  their  behalf. 

The  Commander-in-(yhief  responded  in  the  following  terms : 

Governor  Blacky  Mayor  Jewell^  Comrade  Shaw^  and  Mr.  Hatch:  I  am 
not  here  to  make  \o\\  any  set  address  in  response  to  these  splendid  welcomes. 
I  have  none  prepared.  I  have  always  thought  that  a  soldier  does  his  work 
by  deeds  rather  than  by  the  pen.  We  thank  you  most  heartily  for  this  cour- 
teous welcome  that  you  have  extended  to  us.  We  well  remember,  Governor 
Black,  that  in  the  days  when  Father  Abraham  needed  the  services  of  his 
sous,  he  sent  word  to  New  York  that  he  could  take  care  of  and  easily  use  a 
number  of  thousand  men,  and  they  poured  out  five  huudred  thousand  faster 
than  he  could  arm  and  equip  them.  New  York  does  not  need  to  extend  a 
welcome  to  the  veterans — the  citizens  of  your  splendid  commonwealth  are 
scattered  all  over  the  land  and  your  state  has  borne  magnificent  fruit  in  the 
shape  of  patriots  old  and  young,  male  and  female;  for  wherever  you  find  a 
New  York  child,  North  or  South,  East  or  West,  you  find  a  patriot.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  you  to  welcome  us,  for  we  had  made  up  our  minds  to  come, 
and  we  were  coming  whether  you  wanted  us  or  not. 

Mr.  Mayor,  you  have  presented  to  us  the  keys  of  your  city — that  is, 
you  would  have  done  so  if  you  had  had  any  keys.  It  seems  that  you  have 
unlocked  all  of  the  doors,  except  those  of  the  jail,  and  thrown  the  keys 
away.  We  ask  you  for  no  keys  of  your  buildings  and  your  streets,  but  we  do 
ask  you  for  the  keys  of  your  hearts,  which  I  find  you  have  opened  so  magni- 
ficently to  us.  We  want  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Buffalo,  and  it  is  evident 
that  we  have  captured  them ;  and  we  propose  to  so  conduct  ourselves  while 
we  are  within  your  limits  as  to  carry  those  hearts  away  with  us. 

Department  Commander,  it  was  not  necessary  tor  you  to  say  that  the 
comrades  of  New  York  welcomed  us.  When  those  magnificent  fellows 
marched  these  streets  yesterday  under  your  leadership,  representing  the  com- 
rades of  this  great  Commonwealth,  they  touched  elbows  with  a  band  of 
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comrades  who  knew  they  were  welcome,  and  no  words  were  needed  to  com- 
manicate  that  fact.  The  magnetism  of  comradeship  was  sufficient.  Not 
only  are  we  from  the  other  states  welcomed  here  by  the  comrades  of  New 
York,  but  a  great  many  of  these  old  comrades  have  only  come  back  to  their 
home.  The  comrade  that  was  born  upon  the  farthest  limits,  the  farthest 
state  of  this  country,  feels  just  as  much  at  home  in  the  great  state  of  New 
York  as  he  does  in  his  own. 

Mr.  Hatch,  you  welcomed  us  on  the  part  of  the  boys.  We  know  the 
boys  are  glad  to  see  us  here.  The  lesson  in  patriotism  that  was  learned  upon 
the  streets  yesterday  by  the  boys  of  this  great  Commonwealth  and  this  mag- 
nificent city  was  a  lesson  which  time  can  never  efface.  It  has  made  an 
impression  upon  those  boys  that  will  find  its  expression,  years  and  years 
from  now,  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as  patriots  and  as  good  citisens 
in  this  Commonwealth  of  yours.  We  appreciate  your  welcome,  we  appre- 
ciate the  fact  that  you  are  glad  to  see  us  here,  and  we  appreciate  the  further 
fact  that  the  blood  of  patriots  courses  in  the  veins  of  those  sons  of  veterans, 
the  blood  that  will  make  its  mark  so  long  as  one  of  them  exists  in  this  land. 

I  might  go  on  and  talk  a  week  on  our  feelings  toward  one  another,  my 
good  friends,  but  time  is  short,  you  must  take  the  will  for  the  deed.  We 
thank  you  for  this  welcome,  and  we  intend  to  enjoy  and  appreciate  it  to  the 
full. 

Commander  iShaw  proposed  three  cheei'S  for  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, which  was  given  with  a  will. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  directed  that  the  business  of  the 
Encampment  proceed  so  far  as  listening  to  the  reports  of  the  oflB- 
cers,  announcement  of  committees,  etc.,  until  noon  recess,  and 
that  the  Encampment  would  be  formally  opened  at  two  o'clock. 
.  Comrade  Sexton,  of  Illinois :  Before  the  motion  for  a 
recess  is  put,  as  we  have  a  little  time  to  spare,  and  one  of  our 
distinguished  comrades  is  on  the  stage,  let  us  have  him  brought 
out,  and  let  us  look  at  him. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  introduced  Greneral  Oliver  O. 
How^ard,  who  said : 

Commander-in-Chief,  and  Comrades:  It  is  no  time  for  a  speech  and  I 
will  just  say  "  Good  morning." 

The  address  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  then  read,  the 
reports  of  the  other  oflBcers  of  the  Encampment  were  presented, 
and  tlie  Encampment  on  motion  of  Comrade  Townsend,  of 
Ohio,  took  a  recess  until  two  o'clock  p.  M. 
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The  address  and  reports  will  be  found  immediately  fdlow- 
ing  the  roll  of  the  Encampment. 


THURSDAY,  AUGUST  26,  1897— AFTERNOON 
SESSION. 

The  Encampment  Qonvened  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  was 
opened  in  due  form. 

The  Chaplain-in-Chief  invoked  the  Divine  blessing  in  these 
terms: 

God  of  the  nations,  Father  of  all,  in  the  spirit  of  gratitude  and  thanks  - 
giving  we  draw  near  unto  Thee  this  day,  and  thank  Thee  for  the  mercy  that 
has  preserved  our  lives,  and  for  all  the  manifold  manifestations  of  Thy  lov- 
ing kindness  unto  us.  We  thank  Thee,  Father,  for  the  favorable  conditions 
that  surround  us,  for  the  bright  sunshine  of  the  present  hour,  for  our  sweet 
companionship,  for  the  fellowship  that  so  enriches  our  lives,  for  the  sacred- 
oess  of  the  bond  that  unites  us,  and  makes  us  one  in  a  common  love  and  a 
common  comradeship.  We  thank  Thee,  0  God,  for  the  rich  inheritance 
bequeathed  unto  us  by  our  fathers,  for  their  reverence  for  the  Infinite  God, 
for  their  love  of  liberty  and  independence,  for  their  heroic  struggles  in  order 
to  secure  equal  rights  to  all,  for  the  wisdom  with  which  Thou  didst  endow 
them,  that  enabled  them  so  clearly  to  see  the  necessities  of  the  great  nation 
that  lay  in  the  future.  We  do  praise  Thee,  0  Father,  for  the  fires  that  they 
kindled,  whose  beams  have  since  fallen  upon  the  Nation's  pathway,  and  have 
even  blessed  the  whole  earth.  We  praise  Thee  that  we,  their  children,  have 
been  permitted  to  toil  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Nation  which  they  established, 
and  in  these  later  years,  when  treason  threatened  the  Nation's  life,  we  thank 
Thee  that  thou  didst  give  unto  us  our  Lincoln,  and  our  great  leaders,  who, 
by  the  guiding  influence  of  their  lives,  led  us  to  victory.  We  thank  Thee  for 
the  progress  that  we  have  made  as  a  people,  and  for  the  peace  that  prevails 
80  generally  amongst  us  all,  and  we  thank  Thee  for  the  evident  return  of  the 
days  of  prosperity,  and  for  all  the  manifestations  of  Thy  goodness  unto  us. 
As  individuals  and  as  a  Nation,  we  render  glad  and  happy  thanks  to-day. 

Our  Father,  bless  our  coming  together  to  our  own  good,  and  the  good 
of  the  Order  so  dear  to  our  hearts,  and  of  the  country  that  Thou  hast  taught 
us  to  love.  We  pray,  our  Father,  that  Thy  benediction  may  rest  upon  those 
comrades  who  are  still  suffering,  those  who  are  yet  bearing  burdens  as  the 
consequence  of  war.  We  thank  Thee  that  they  are  with  us,  and  they  have 
our  sympathy,  and  for  them  we  offer  our  prayer.  We  bless  Thee,  our  Father, 
that  we  are  bound  one  to  another  because  Thou  hast  taught  us  that  love  and 
patriotism  are  the  great  laws  of  life,  and  we  would  know  them  more  fully  in 
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all  their  divineness  and  sweetness  and  realize  that  all  those  things  that  enrich 
our  lives  and  bless  our  country  come  down  to  us  from  the  Giver  of  every  good 
and  perfect  gift. 

Our  Father,  bless  our  comrades  who  are  not  with  us  but  whose  hearts 
are  here,  those  who  are  in  the  soldiers'  homes,  and  those  who  are  at  times 
discouraged  and  who  suffer  so  much  of  pain,  and  who  at  times  feel  that  they 
have  hardly  a  friend  in  all  the  world ;  0  God,  to  whom  we  prayed  in  days 
that  have  gone,  Thou  who  didst  guide  us,  and  Thou  who  didst  save  us,  and 
bring  us  again  to  our  homes  in  peace,  we  pray  that  Thou  wilt  be  gracious 
unto  them  in  their  pain  and  suffering,  minister  very  tenderly  to  their  needs, 
and  may  their  hearts  Hnd  cheer  in  the  consciousness  that  they  have  wrought 
for  God,  for  their  country  and  their  flag;  bind  their  lives  to  Thine  own,  0 
Father,  and  give  unto  them  Thine  own  peace. 

We  pray  that  Thou  wilt  bless  those  who  are  associated  with  us  in  our 
patriotic  work,  our  mothers  and  our  wives,  and  our  sisters,  our  daughters, 
our  sons  and  our  friends,  who  with' glad  hearts  and  willing  hands  so  cheerfully 
and  tenderly  mini.ster  to  the  necessities  of  those  who  are  dear  to  our  hearts. 

Our  Father,  wilt  Thou  bless  the  land  which  Thou  hast  taught  us  to  love, 
our  own  free  America;  bless  its  churches  and  its  schools,  its  colleges,  its  be- 
nevolences, and  its  varied  industries,  and  may  prosperity  sweep  over  the 
land,  and  gladden  the  hearts  of  our  millions  with  the  hope  of  better  times, 
and  happier  days  and  happier  homes.  0  Lord,  may  they  as  Thy  children  be  loyal 
to  Thee,  still  true  to  the  country  that  they  have  learned  to  love  through  suff^er- 
ing,  true  to  the  flag  of  our  fathers  and  all  that  it  symbolizes  as  a  holy  emblem, 
and  may  we  remember  that  God  is  the  Lord,  and  that  He  will  protect  the  Na- 
tion, that  it  is  His  will  and  law  to  bring  to  naught  the  purposes  of  those  who  seek 
to  overthrow  vhe  purposes  of  the  Infinite  One.  May  law  and  order  prevail.  0 
Lord,  we  pray  that  Thou  wilt  rebuke  with  speedy  overthrow  the  evil  designs 
and  wicked  purposes  of  men  who  care  naught  for  God,  the  Father  of  all  men, 
who  care  naught  for  law;  0  we  pray,  our  Father,  that  our  own  country  and 
the  countries  of  the  world  may  no  more  suff'er  from  the  mischiefs  and  the 
crimes  of  anarchy;  may  all  the  people  of  the  world  learn  to  respect  God,  and 
the  rights  of  their  fellow  man.  They  are  our  brethren  who  thus  eiT,  and  we 
pray  that  they  may  be  brought  to  repentance,  or  that  Thou  wilt  remove  them 
from  the  world  in  which  they  live  only  to  blot  and  to  curse;  protect  us  by  Thy 
might,  great  God,  our  King,  and  let  prosperity  and  righteousness  and  holy 
living  and  brotherly  kindness  prevail.  Be  with  our  comrade  the  President, 
give  him  wisdom  and  light  that  he  may  indeed  be  Thy  servant,  ministering 
righteousness  in  the  name  of  Him  who  is  just  and  righteous  toward  all,  and 
may  those  who  enact  our  laws  and  execute  them  be  inspired  by  the  spirit  of 
patriotism  and  may  all  blind  partisanship  and  human  selfishness  cease;  may 
only  lofty  purpose  animate  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those  who  have  authority 
over  us,  and  may  all  the  people  be  united  in  seeking  to  establish  righteousness 
and  enlarge  the  Nation's  life,  and  make  it  purer  and  stronger  and  better  in 
every  way.  May  we  have  Thy  guiding  spirit  in  our  deliberations  in  this  En- 
campment, may  brotherly  love  prevail,  and  if  we  cannot  think  alike,  may  we 
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all  feel  alike,  and  love  one  another,  and  may  we  realize  more  fully  the  mean- 
ing of  the  words  love  and  comradeship  as  we  touch  elbows  day  by  day  and 
mingle  freely  with  one  another,  and  may  our  lives  be  enriched  by  the  memo- 
ries of  the  days  that  have  gone,  and  out  of  them  may  there  come  to  us  a 
mighty  hope  for  the  future  of  the  land  we  love,  redeemed  by  blood. 

Bless  our  dear  Commander,  who  by  his  generous  love  and  fide'ity  has 
endeared  himself  to  our  hearts.  Spare  him  many  years  and  crown  each  year 
with  thine  own  goodness.  May  great  peace  and  prosperity  and  happiness 
attend  him,  aud  those  who  are  dear  to  him. 

Our  Father,  God,  to  Thee,  Author  of  liberty,  to  Thee  we  lift  a  patriot's 
prayer.  Long  may  pur  land  be  bright  with  Freedom's  holy  light ;  protect  us 
by  Thy  might,  great  God,  our  King,  and  lead  us  through  the  years  that  re- 
main to  us.  May  we  be  guided  by  Thine  own  Spirit  as  long  as  life  shall  last, 
then  bring  us  to  Thine  own  heaven,  where  again  we  shall  clasp  the  hands  of 
our-comrades  who  fell  at  our  side,  who  perished  in  the  prison,  who  went  to 
heaven  from  the  couches  of  suffering,  and"  whose  memories  are  enshrined  and 
ever  shall  be  in  our  heart  of  hearts,  and  we  will  ascribe  unto  Thee,  our 
father's  God  and  our  God,  praise  and  dominion  and  power  and  glory  forever. 
Amen. 

The  < Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Encampment  is  open  in 
due  form,  and  is  called  to  order  bv  a  gavel,  given  to  the  (^om- 
mander-in-Chief  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  last  winter  by 
Comrade  (}.  H.  Prentiss,  of  that  department,  made  from  wood 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  old,  with  great  historic  interest 
connected  with  it,  all  of  which  he  put  in  black  and  white,  and  I 
made  a  parting  pledge  that  this  Encampment  should  l^e  called  to 
order  by  that  gavel.     I  have  complied  with  my  promise. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  the  officers  of  the 
Encampment,  and  all  were  reported  present. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  the  following 
n^port,  which  was  adopted  : 

Headquakterh  Grand  Army  of  the  Refubi.ic, 

OfficI']  of  Committee  on  Credentiai^s, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1897. 

Commander-in-Chief,  T.  8.  Cfarkmn: 

Coinnide: 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  RoU-Call  of  this  Encamp- 
ment  as   prepared  by  the  Adjutant-C5reneral,  and  find  that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


GRAND  AEMY  OF  THE  RHPOBLIC.  15 

corresponds  with  the  regular  credentials  and  reports  from  the 
several  Departments,  and  is  ilierefore  correct. 

Therefore,  we  respectfully  recommend  that  said  Roll  be 
adopted  as  the  Roll  of  membei's  of  this  Encampment.  The 
whole  number  entitled  to  vote  in  this  Encampment,  if  present,  is 
divided  as  follows : 

National  oflScers 9 

Past  National  officers 42 

Council  of  Administration 45 

Representatives 1 ,077 

Total 1,173 

Your  Committee  commend  the  officers  of  the  several  De- 
partments for  the  very  complete  returns  made,  which  has  lessened 
the  labors  of  the  Committee. 

Charles  E.  Burmester, 

Adjutant-  GeneraJ, 
Henry  A.  Heath, 
Geo.  Stoll, 
J.  M.  Vernon, 
John  E.  Evans. 

Committee  on  Credmtla/^, 


The  roll  of  the  En<»mpment  is  as  follows,  tliosc  marked 
with  an  asterisk  (*)  being  present : 
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ROLL  OF  THE  THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL 
ENCAMPMENT. 

1897. 


NATIONAL  OFFICERS. 

*  Commander-in-Chief T.  S.  CLARKSON, 

Omaha,  Neb. 
*SeniAyr  Vice- Commander-in-Chief.. .  JORl^  H.  MULLEN, 

Wabasha,  Minn. 
*Juni(yr  Vice- Commander-in-Chief. .  .CHARLES  W.  BUCKLEY, 

Montgomery,  Ala. 

*  Surgeon- General DR.  A.  E.  JOHNSON, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

*Chaplain-in-Chief MARK  B.  TAYLOR, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

*  Adjutant- General CHARLES  E.  BURMESTER, 

Omaha,  Neb. 

*  Quartermaster- General A.  J.  BURBANK, 

Chicago,  III. 

•Inspector-General CHARLES  A.  SUYDAM, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*  Judge- Advocate- General ALBERT  CLARKE, 

Wellesley  Hills,  Mass. 

NATIONAL  (X)UNCIL  OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

•Alabama M.  D.  Wickershara Mobile. 

Arizona J.  W.  Dorrington Yuma. 

Arkansas J.  H.  Hutchinson I)e  Witt. 

California  and  Nevada T.  K.  Stateler San  Francisco. 

♦Colorado  and  Wyoming B.  L.  Carr Longmont. 

Connecticut John  N.  Wilsey Hartford. 

♦Delaware J.  W.  Worrall Pleasant  Hill. 

♦Florida T.  S.  Wilmai-th Jacksonville. 

♦Georgia J.  0.  Ladd Atlanta. 

Idaho W.  H.  Barton Moscow. 
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*Illinoi8 Thos.  W.  Scott Fairfield. 

•Indiana Wm.  H.  Armstrong Indianapolis. 

•Indian  Territ  iry Robt.  W.  Hill Muskogee. 

*IowA Luman  L.  Caldwell Decorah. 

Kansas W.  H.  Smith Marysville. 

Kentucky Charles  W.  Erdman Louisville. 

♦Louisiana  and  Mississippi.  .  .F.  C.  Antoine New  Orleans. 

♦Maine Herbert  R.  Sargent Portland. 

•Maryland Marion  A.  Brian Baltimore. 

•Massachusetts Wm.  S.  Loomis Holyoke. 

•Michigan Roscoe  D.  Dix Berrien  Springs. 

•Minnesota Albert  Scheffer St.  Paul. 

•Missouri F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis. 

Montana Charles  Sprague Bozeman. 

•Nebraska A.  Traynor Omaha. 

•New  Hampshire David  E.  Proctor Wilton. 

•New  Jersey John  J.  Kents Trenton. 

•New  Mexico Hiram  Crampton Santa  F^. 

•New  York Charles  A.  Shaw Brooklyn. 

North  Dakota S.  O.  Magill Fargo. 

•Ohio E.  R.  Monfort Cincinnati. 

•Oklahoma W.  H.  Baker Cross. 

•Oregon H.  S.  Allen Portland. 

Pennsylvania W.  H.  Graham Allegheny. 

•Potomac Wm.  W.  Chambers Washington,  D.  C. 

•Rhode  IsiJiXD Nelson  Viall  Howard. 

South  Dakota Wm.  A.  Gray Deadwood. 

•Tennessee George  W.  Patten Chattanooga. 

•Texas J.  W.  Ayers Dallas. 

Utah E.  W.  Tatlock Salt  Lake  City. 

•Vermont /E.  Mclntyre Danby. 

Virginia  and  N.  Carolina.  .A.  JefFers Norfolk. 

Washington  and  Alaska Thos.  M.  Young Seattle. 

•West  Virginia G.  K.  Mallory Parkersburg. 

Wisconsin 0.  W.  Carlson Milwaukee. 

EXECUTIVE  a)MMITTEE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL 
OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

•Wm.  H.  Armstrong Indianapolis,  Ind. 

•F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis,  Mo. 

•Albert  Scheffer St.  Paul,  Minn. 

•Thos.  W.  Scott Fairfield,  III 

•Charles  A.  Shaw Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

•Roscoe  D.  Dix Berrien  Springs,  Mich. 

•J.  J.  Rents Trenton,  N.  J. 
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PAST  NATIONAL  OFFICERS. 

PAST  COMIIANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

tB.  F.  Stephenson  (Provisionai)  [died  Aug.  80,  1871] 1866 

tS.  A.  Hurlbut,  Illinois  [died  March  27,  1882] 1866-7 

fJohn  A.  Logan,  Illinois  [died  Dec.  26,  1886] 1868-9-70 

tAmbrose  E.  Burnside,  Rhode  Island  [died  Sept.  18,  1881] 1871-2 

tCharles  Devens,  Massachusetts  [died  Jan.  7,  1891] 1873-4 

fJohn  F.  Hartranft,  Pennsylvania  [died  Oct  17,  1889] 1876-6 

tJohn  C.  Robinson,  New  York  [died  Feb.  18,  1897] 1877-8 

tWilliam  Earnshaw,  Ohio  [died  July  17,  1886] 1879 

♦Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1880 

♦George  S.  Merrill,  Lawrence,  Mass 1881 

Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  Neb 1882 

♦Robert  B.  Beath,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1888 

♦John  S.  Kountz,  Toledo,  Ohio 1884 

S.  S.  Burdett,  Washington,  D.  C 1886 

fLucius  Fairchild,  Madison,  Wis.  [died  May  23,  1896] 1886 

♦John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  Minn 1887 

♦William  Warner,  Kansas  City,  Mo 1888 

♦Russell  A.  Alger,  Detroit,  Mich 1889 

Wheelock  G.  Veazey,  Rutland,  Vt 1890 

♦John  Palmer,  Albany,  N,  Y 1891 

♦A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1892 

♦John  G.  B,  Adams,  Lynn,  Mass 1893 

♦Thomas  G.  Lawler,  Rockfo.rd,  III 1894 

♦Iran  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  Ind 1895 

PAST  SENIOR   VIUE-COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEK. 

tJoshua  T.  Owen,  Pennsylrania  [died  Nov.  7,  1887] 1868 

tLucius  Fairchild,  Madison,  Wis 1869-70 

♦Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1871-2 

tEdward  Jardine,  New  York,  N.  Y 1874 

Joseph  S.  Reynolds,  Chicago,  111 1876-6 

♦Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  Providence,  R.  I 1877 

Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  Neb 1878 

♦John  Palmer,  Albany,  N.  Y 1879 

♦Edgar  D.  Swain,  Chicago,  III 1880 

Charles  L.  Young,  Toledo,  Ohio 1881 

W.  E.  W.  Ross,  Baltimore,  Md 1882 

♦William  Warner,  Kansas  City,  Mo 1883 

♦John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  Minn 1884 

t  I»ecoa»ed 
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*Seldeu  Connor,  Portland,  Me 1885 

*S.  W.  Backus,  San  Francisco,  Cal 1886 

♦Nelson  Cole,  St.  Louis,  Mo 1887 

Moses  H.  Neil,  Columbus,  Ohio 1888 

*A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1889 

fRichard  F.  Tobin,  Massachusetts  [died  Nov.  22,  1890 J 1890 

♦George  H.  Innis,  South  Boston,  Mass.  [elected  April  7,  1891]. .  .1891 

Henry  H.  Duffield,  Detroit,  Mich 1891 

*R.  H.  Warfield,  San  Francisco,  Cal 1892 

*Ivan  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  Ind 1893 

A.  P.  Burchfield,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 1894 

E.  H.  Hobson,  Greensburg,  Ky 1895 

PAST  JUNIOR   VICE-COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

Joseph  R.  Hawley,  Hartford,  Conn 1868-9 

♦Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1870 

J.  Warren  Keifer,  Springfield,  Ohio 1871-2 

Ed  Ferguson,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1873 

Goy  T.  Gould,  Chicago,  111 1874 

C.  J.  Buckbee,  New  Haven,  Conn 1875-6 

tWilliam  Eamshaw,  Ohio  [died  July  17,  1886] 1877 

tH.  E.  Hill,  Massachusetts  [died  April  8,  1892] 1878 

H.  Dingman,  Washington,  D.  C 1879 

tG.  Bowers,  New  Hampshire  [died  Feb.  14,  1884] 1880 

*C.  V.  R.  Pond,  Lansing,  Mich 1881 

♦I.  S.  Bangs,  Water\'ille,  Me 1882 

fW.  H.  Holmes,  California  [died  March  26,  1889] 1888 

Ira  E.  Hicks,  New  Britain,  Conn 1884 

John  R.  Lewis,  Atlanta,  Ga 1885 

♦Edgar  Allan,  Richmond,  Va 1886 

♦John  C.  Linehan,  Penacook,  N.  H 1887 

♦Joseph  Hadfield,  New  York,  N.  Y 1888 

♦J.  F.  Lovett,  Trenton,  X.  J .* 1889 

tGeorge  B.  Creamer.  Maryland  [died  Sept.  16,  1894] 1890 

♦T.  S.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  Neb 1891 

♦Peter  B.  Ayars,  Wilmington,  Del 1892 

♦J.  C.  Bigger,  Dallas,  Texas 1893 

♦Charles  H.  Shute,  New  Orleans,  La 1894 

S.  G.  Cosgrove,  Pomeroy,  Wa.sh 1895 

t  Deceased. 
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DEPARTMENTS. 


The  figures  withiu  the  parentheses  (  )  show  the  number  of  each  Depart- 
ment in  order  of  permanent  organization. 

ALABAMA.     (42.) 

Organized  March  12,  1889.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     206. 

*Commander W.  H.  Black,  Montgomery. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander F.  A.  Howard,  Decatur. 

Junior  Vice-Commander Jno.  McEinzie,  Birmingham. 

*As8istant  Adjutant-General E.  D.  Bacon,  Birmingham. 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

*Q.  B.  Randolph,  Anniston.  H.  Remington,  Moulton. 

PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Geo.  H.  Patrick,  Montgomery,  *Wm.  Snyder,  Birmingham,  1892. 

1876-'80.  *J.  C.  Millar,  Birmingham,  1898. 

F.  G.  Sheppard,  Birmingham,  1889.  *C.  W.  Buckley,  Montgomery,  1894. 

W.  H.  Hunter,  Birmingham,  1890.  ^M.  Bostick,  Birmingham,  1896. 

t  Seymour  Bullock,  1891.  *G.  F.  Wollenhaupt,  Cullman,  1896. 
A.  B.  Hayes,  Cullman,  1891. 

ARIZONA.     (40.) 

Organized  Jan.  17,  1888.                  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     266. 
•Commander George  Hoxworth,  Flagstaff. 

Senior  Vice-Commander .Geo.  D.  Kendall,  Prescott. 

Junior  Vice-Commander A.  J.  Doran,  Tucson. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General W.  H.  Pierce,  Flagstaff. 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

*J.  W.  Ransom  (at  large).  Globe.  R.  K.  Farnsworth,  Williams. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

A.  L.  Grow,  Tombstone,  1888.  Douglas  Snyder,  Tucson,  1898. 

A.  B.  Sampson,  Tucson,  1889.  Chas.  D.  Belden,  Phoenix,  1894. 

Geo  F.  Coats,  Phoenix,  1890.  *W.  F.  R.  Schindler,  Prescott,  1895. 

Edward  Schwartz,  Phoenix,  1891-2.  *A.  J.  Sampson,  Phoenix,  1896. 

t  DecoMcd. 
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ARKANSAS.     (31.) 

Organized  July  11,  1888.              Nomber  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896, 
^Commander A.  H.  Soekland,  Stuttgart. 

Senior  Vice-Commander W.  G.  Gray,  Fayetteville. 

Junior  Vice-Commander C.  M.  Green,  Harrison. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General W.  H.  Bullard,  Ciena. 


718. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

S.  M.  Roberts  (at  large), 

Bentonville. 
Geo.  W.  Clark,  Little  Rock. 


ALTERNATES. 

L.  M.  Tubbs,  Rogers. 

A.  L.  Thompson,  Springdale. 


PiST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


S.  Wheeler,  Ft  Smith,  1883-4. 
C.  M.  Barnes,  Guthrie,  Okla.  Ter., 

1886. 
C.  C.  Waters,  Little  Rock,  1886. 
T.  Boles,  Ft  Smith,  1887. 
S.  K.  Robinson,  Ft  Smith,  1888. 
A.  S.  Fowler,  Little  Rock,  1889-90. 


W.  H.  H.  Clayton,  So.  McAlester, 
I.  T.,  1891. 
P.  Clayton,  City  of  Mexico,  1892. 
tL.  H.  Roots,  1893. 
T.  H.  Barnes,  Ft  Smith,  1898-4. 
W.  C.  Roberts,  Huntsville,  1896. 
0.  M.  Spellman,  Pine  Bluff,  1896. 


CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA.     (10.) 

Organized  Feb.  21,  1868.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,      5,406. 

Commander N.  P.  Chipman,  San  Francisco. 

Senior  Vice-Commander James  E.  Eaton,  Stockton. 

Janior  Vice- Commander J.  G.  Joy,  Salinas  City. 

^Assistant  A4jutant-General T.  C.  Masteller,  San  Francisco. 

ALTERNATES. 

A.  W.  Arnold,  Santa  Rosa. 
J.  Murray  Bailey,  San  Francisco. 
J.  C.  Strong,  Los  Gatos. 
George  Stone,  San  Francisco. 
J.  B.  Lauck,  San  Francisco. 
Geo.  H.  Robinson,  San  Francisco. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*C.  A.  Woodruff  (at  large), 

Governor's  Island,  N.  Y.  Harbor. 
*S.  N.  Androus,  Los  Angeles. 
*J.  H.  Garrett,  Sau  Francisco. 
*A.  H.  Johnson,  Monrovia,  Cal. 
*J.  T.  Boynton,  San  Jose. 
*C.  T.  Rice,  Riverside. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


W.  H.  Aiken,  Wrights,  1873-4. 

E.  Carlson,  Berkeley,  1876. 
*S.  W.  Backus,  San  Francisco,  1877. 
tS.  P.  Ford,  1878-9. 

C.  Mason   Kinne,   San   Francisco, 
1880-1. 

W.  A.  Robinson,  San  Francisco,  '82. 
tJames  W.  Staples,  1883. 
tJ.  M.  Davis,  1884. 
*R.  H.  Warfield.  San  Francisco,  1886. 
fDeceased. 


W.  R.  Smedberg,  San  Francisco, '86. 
E.  S.  Salomon,  San  Francisco,  '87. 
T.  H.  Goodman,  San  Francisco,  '88. 
*A.  J.  Buckles,  Fairfield,  1890. 
W.  H.  L.  Barnes,  San  Francisco,  '91. 
J.  B.  Fuller,  San  Francisco,  1892. 
E.  C.  Seymour,  San  Diego,  1898. 
J.  M.  Walling,  Nevada  City,  1894. 
Chas.  E.  Wilson,  San  Francisco,  '95. 
T.  C.  Masteller,  San  Francisco,  '96. 
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COLORADO  AND  WYOMING.     (21.) 

Organized  as  the  Department  of  the  Moantains,  Dec.  11,  1879;  name  changed 
to  Colorado,  July  81,  1882;  name  changed  to  Colorado  and  Wyoming, 
August  28,  1889.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     2,886. 

*Commander U.  S.  Hollister,  Denver. 

Senior  Vice- Commander Jas.  B.  Jennings,  Rawlins,  Wyo. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander W.  W.  Ferguson,  Victor. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General M.  S.  Crawford,  Denver. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Jas.  M.  Simms  (at  large). 

Fort  Collins. 
♦August  Rische,  Denver. 
Alexander  Gullett,  Gunnison. 


ALTERNATES. 


J.  W.  Chapman,  Colorado  Springs. 
*J.  W.  Conner,  Laramie,  Wyo. 
W.  R.  Hayes,  Wray. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


F.  J.  Bancroft,  Denver,  1878-9. 
Andrew  Taylor,  Denver,  1876-6-7. 
J.  W.  Donnellan,  Salt  Lake,  Utah, 
1880-1. 
*B.  L.  Carr,  Longmont,  1884. 
A.  V.  Bohn,  Leadville,  1886. 
Geo.  Ady,  Denver,  1887. 
John  W.  Browning,  Denver,  1888. 
Thos.  M.  Fisher,  Cheyenne,  Wyo., 

1889. 


Delos  L.  Holden,  Pueblo,  1890. 
♦Geo.  W.  Cook,  Denver,  1891. 
J.  C.  Kennedy,  Denver,  1892. 
M.  W.  Reed,  Denver,  1898. 
N.  Rollins,  Leadville,  1894. 
N.  J.  O'Brien,  Cheyenne,  Wyo., 

1896. 
H.  0.  Dodge,  Boulder,  1896. 


CONNECTICUT.     (6.) 

Organized  April  11,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81, 1896,     6,980. 

♦Commander G.  D.  Bates,  Putnam. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Wm.  C.  Hillard,  Bristol. 

.♦Junior  Vice-Commander C.  M.  Scranton,  New  Haven. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General J.  H.  Thacher.  Hartford. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

♦S.  J.  Fox  (at  large).  New  Haven. 
W.  E.  Quigley,  Waterburv. 
♦H.  S.  McKinney,  Hartford. 
♦I.  R.  Wildman,  Danbury. 
♦S.  N.  Wadsworth,  Unionville. 
♦M.  B.  Schenck,  Meridan. 
♦Caleb  Wood,  South  Norwalk. 


ALTERNATES. 

W.  M.  Olcott,  Norwich. 

E.  C.  Ayres,  Unionville. 
♦Dr.  M.  W.  Robinson,  Colchester. 

A.  Adams,  Stafford  Springs. 

H.  F.  Northrop,  Waterbury. 

R.  J.  Cutbill,  Norwalk. 
.  I.  L.  Mead,  Greenwich. 
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CONNECTICUT— Concluded. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


E.  Harland,  Norwich,  1867. 
tTheodore  G.  Ellis,  1868-9. 
tWilliam  H.  Mallory,  1870-1. 

L.  A.  Dickinson,  Hartford,  1872-3. 
tCbarles  J.  Buckbee,  1874-5. 

Wm.  E.  Disbrow,  Bridgeport, 

1876-7. 
tFrank  G.  Otis,  1878. 
tCharles  E.  Fowler,  1878-9. 

Geo.  S.  Smith,  Norwich,  1880. 

A.  B.  Beers,  Bridgeport,  1881. 

I.  E.  Hicks,  New  Brittain,  1882. 

I.  B.  Hyatt,  Meriden,  1888. 


tWilliam  Berry,  1884. 
F.  D.  Sloat,  New  Haven,  1886. 
John  T.  Crary,  Norwich,  1886. 
H.  E.  Taintor,  Hartford,  1887. 
S.  B.  Home,  Winsted,  1888. 
Wm.  H.  Pierpont,  New  Haven,  '89. 
J.  C.  Broatch,  Middletown,  1890. 
H.  N.  Fanton,  Danbury,  1891. 
B.  E.  Smith,  Willimantic,  1892. 
W.  F.  Rogers,  Meriden,  1898. 
S.  G.  Blackeman,  Birmingham,  '94. 
J.  M.  Brewer,  Norwich,  1896. 
0.  W.  Cornish,  Waterbury,  1896. 


DELAWARE.     (23.) 

Organized  Jan.  14,  1881.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896, 

^Commander , Jos.  S.  Bradley,  Milford. 

♦Senior  Vice-Oommander G.  D.  Thomas,  Harrington. 

•Junior  Vice- Commander Wm.  H.  Maystin,  Wilmington. 

•Assistant  Adjutant- General Peter  B.  Ayars,  Wilmington. 


778. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


*W.  S.  Bryon  (at  large),  Wilmington. 
*  El  wood  Craig,  Wilmington. 


ALTERNATES. 


J.  B.  SimmonSf  Harrington. 
H.  Entricken,  Wilmington. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tW.  S.  McNair,  1881. 
*J.  Wainwright,  Wilmington,  1882. 
•Daniel  Ross,  Wilmington,  1888. 
*C.  M.  Carey,  Wyoming,  1884. 
*J.  S.  Litzenberg,  Wilmington,  1886. 
tJohn  M.  Dunn,  1886. 
•John  E.  Mowbray,  Dover,  1887. 
•R.  G.  Buckingham,  Pleasant  Hill, 

1888. 

t  Deceased. 


•Peter  B.  Ayars,  Wilmington,  1889 . 
•Samuel  Lewis,  Wilmington,  1890. 
•A.  J.  Woodman,  Wilmington,  1891. 
*G.  W.  Stradley,  Bridgeville,  1892. 
•B.  D.  Bogia,'  Wilmington,  1898. 
•J.  E.  Vantine,  New  Castle,  1894. 
•E.  F.  Wood,  Dover,  1896. 
•Wm.  B.  Norton,  Wilmington,  1896. 
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FLORIDA.     (36.) 

Organized  June  19,  1884.  Number  of  members  Dec  81,  189G,     479. 

^Commander Chas.  M.  Ellis,  Jacksonville. 

•Senior  Vice-Commander Geo.  N.  Packwood,  Maitland. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander Edwin  Kirby,  Fruitland. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral T.  S.  Wilmarth,  Jacksonville. 

BEPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

P.  G.  Purcell  (at  large),  Tampa.  Walter  W.  Hunt,  Tampa. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

*T.  S.  Wilmarth,  Columbia,  1886.  *J.  H.  Welsh,  Welshton,  1891. 

♦G.  H.  Norton,  Eustis,  1886.  ♦J.  De  V.  Hazzard,  Eustis,  1892. 

B.  W.  Henck,  Longwood,  1887.  *Geo.  F.  Foote,  Zellwood,  1898. 
♦Wm.  James,  Jacksonville,  1888.  D.  S.  Way,  Sanford,  1894. 

J.  W.  V.  R.  Plummer,  K^  West,  '89  *P.  E.  McMurray,  Jacksonville,  1896. 

Fred  8.  Goodrich,  De  Land,  1890.  *L.  Y.  Jenness,  St.  Petersburg,  1896. 

GEORGIA.     (41.) 

Organized  Jan.  26,  1889.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     612. 

•Commander James  P.  Averill,  Atlanta. 

•Senior  Vice-Commander V.  P.  Dillingham,  Fitzgerald. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander Geo.  L.  Wood,  Atlanta. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General Chas.  R.  Haskins,  Atlanta. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

•J.  A.  Cummerford  (at  large),  Geo.  F.  Schwarz,  Van  Cluse,  S.  C. 

Marietta.        T.  M.  Mallory,  Fitzgerald. 
•Edward  Wallace,  Beaufort,  S.  C. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

•John  R.  Lewis,  Atlanta,  1889.  •Charles  T.  Watson,  Atlanta,  1894. 

tDavid  Porter,  1890.  L.  B.  Nelson,  Atlanta,  1896. 

•A.  E.  Sholes,  Augusta,  1891.  John  L.  Clem,  Atlanta,  1896. 
•Thos.  F.  Gleason,  Savannah,  '92-8. 

IDAHO.     (39.) 

Organized  Jan.  11,  1888.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896.     369. 

Commander Lindol  Smith,  Moscow. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Nelson  F.  Kimball,  Weiser. 

Junior  Vice-Commander Alex.  J.  Hofflinger,  Boise. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General W.  H.  Beardsley,  Moscow. 

t  Deceased. 
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IDAHO— Concluded. 


REPBRSENTATIVB. 

*Edward  Gilroy  (at  large),  Shoshone. 


ALTERNATE. 

H.  L.  Bair,  Pocatello. 


PAST.  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tWm.  H.  Nye,  1887-8. 

A.  S.  Senter,  Shoshone,  1889. 

W.  T.  Riley,  Hailey,  1890. 
*Jud8on  Spofford,  Boise,  1891. 
A.  0.  Ingalls,  Munay,  1892. 


R.  H.  Barton,  Moscow,  1898. 
Thomas  J.  Groome,  Boise,  1894. 
D.  H.  Budlong,  Coeurd'Alene,  '96. 
♦Jas.  L.  Fuller,  Bliss,  1896. 


ILLINOIS.     (L) 

Organized  April  1,  1866.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896, 

♦Commander A.  L.  Schimpff,  Peoria. 

*8enior  Vice- Commander H.  P.  Barnum,  Chicago. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander D.  W.  Bunker,  Galesburg. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General C.  A.  Partridge,  Chicago. 


26,676. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

J.  8.  Wilcox  (at  large),  Elgin. 

J.  A.  Means,  Chicago. 
*A.  J.  Cheney,  Oak  Park. 
*Z.  A.  Winslow,  Chicago. 
*J.  8.  Varley,  Chicago. 
*J.  M.  Vernon,  Chicago. 
*John  H.  Colvin,  Chicago. 
*G.  R.  Lyon,  Waukegan. 
*W.  H.  Wateon,  Aurora. 
*C.  H.  Noble,  Dixon. 
*W.  F.  Crawford,  Taylor  Ridge. 
♦R.  Linfor,  Ransom. 
*W.  F.  Kenaga,  Kankakee. 
*E.  A.  Kratz,  Champaign. 
♦F.  M.  Grant,  Canton. 
*A.  R.  Graham,  Quincy. 

F.  Y.  Hedley,  Bunker  Hill. 
*E.  P.  Bartlett,  Springfield. 
*D.  C.  Zimmerman,  Vandalia. 
*J.  C.  Palmer,  Paris. 

S.  H.  Watson,  Mt.  Vernon. 
*L.  Erughoff,  Nashville, 
t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 

rr.  G.  Abbott,  Rockford. 
*H.  B.  Jackson,  Chicago. 

P.  G.  Gardner,  La  Grande. 

C.  H.  Tebbetts,  Chicago. 

W.  J.  Hemstreet,  Chicago. 

M.  S.  Dunham,  Chicago. 

S.  Meyer,  Chicago. 

W.  R.  Browne,  Chicago. 

W.  Deacon,  Sandwich. 

J.  D.  Crabtree,  Dixon. 

C.  Bent,  Morrison. 

J.  B.  Cummings,  Cornell. 

M.  Calmer,  Joliet. 

J.  E.  Johnson,  Lexington. 

0.  Daniels.  Elmwood. 

C.  B.  Bristol,  Monmouth. 
*G.  H.  Palmer,  Winchester. 

T.  Penniwell,  Decatur. 

R.  Bean,  Sullivan. 

W.  B.  Dennis,  Effingham. 
*T.  W.  Scott,  Fairfield. 

E.  A.  Thomas,  East  St.  Louis. 
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ILLINOIS— Concluded. 

REPRESENT  ATIYES.  ALTERKATES. 


*Cha8.  0.  Patier,  Cairo. 

B.  F.  Herrington,  Yorkville. 
*S.  Q.  Burdick,  Centralia. 
^A.  T.  Barnes,  Bloomington. 
*C.  B.  Knox,  Rock  Island. 


W.  Goodwin,  Makanda. 

J.  M.  Longenecker,  Chicago. 
*J.  L.  Bennett,  Chicago. 
*H.  C.  Cooke,  Chicago. 

D.  B.  Hnbbard,  Chicago. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tB.  F.  Stephenson,  1866. 
tC.  E.  Lippincott,  1871. 

Gay  T.  Gould,  Chicago,  1878. 
tH.  Hilliard,  1874-6-6. 

J.  S.  Reynolds,  Chicago,  1877. 

T.  B.  Coulter,  Aurora,  1878. 
*E.  D.  Swain,  Chicago,  1879-80. 
♦J.  W.  Burst,  Sycamore,  1881. 
*T.  G.  Lawler,  Rockford,  1882. 

S.  A.  Harper,  Peoria,  1888. 

L.  T.  Dickason,  Chicago,  1884. 
tW.  W.  Berry,  1885. 


tP.  S.  Post,  1886. 

tA.  C.  Sweetser,  1887. 

*Jame8  A.  Sexton,  Chicago,  1888. 

J.  S.  Martin,  Salem,  1889. 
*W.  L.  Distin,  Quincy,  1890. 
*H.  S.  Clark,  Mattoon,  1891. 

E.  Harlan,  Marshall,  1892. 
*E.  A.  Blodgett,  Chicago,  1898. 

H.  H.  McDowell,  Pontiac,  1894. 
*W.  H.  Powell,  BeUeviUe,  1896. 

W.  G.  Cochran,  Sullivan,  1896. 


INDIANA.     (20.) 

Organized  Nov.  27,  1866.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     19,639. 

*Commander James  S.  Dodge,  Elkhart. 

*Senior  Vice -Commander John  W.  Tingle,  Richmond. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander . .  .Daniel  White,  Lafayette. 

"^Assistant  A<]yutant-General R.  M.  Smock,  Indianapolis. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*Lew  Wallace  (at  large), 

Crawfordsville. 

Chas.  Minehart,  Petersburg. 

U.  Coulson,  Sullivan. 
*Loui8  Bir,  New  Albany. 
*Daniel  Ryan,  Utica. 
^Daniel  Wilson,  Seymour. 
*J.  M.  Barlow,  Plainfield. 

Geo.  W.  Miller,  Terre  Haute. 
^Beiy.  Starr,  Richmond. 
*  William  B.  Harris,  Indianapolis, 
t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 

William  S.  Haggart,  Lafayette. 
*C.  C.  Schreeder,  Evansville. 
*William  J.  Allen,  Bloomington. 

Philip  Lester,  Little  York. 

E.  H.  Neibaum,  Aurora. 

H.  D.  Moore,  Moore's  Hill. 

Wm.  A.  Nash,  Martinsville. 
^Elias  Kemper,  Mansfield. 

Richard  A.  Black,  Greenfield. 

Wm.  L.  Dunlap,  Franklin. 

S.  T.  Remmel,  Winchester. 
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INDIANA— Concluded. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

♦C.  H.  Schoepfle,  BluflPton.    ' 
♦William  E.  Murray,  Winchester. 
♦William  P.  Stevenson,  Frankfort. 
*A.  R.  Tucker,  Noblesville. 
*Ira  S.  Carpenter,  Michigan  City. 
*A.  S.  McCormick,  Lafayette. 
♦Henry  C.  Gemmill,  Markle. 
♦Adam  H.  Cline,  Jonesboro. 
♦Allen  H.  Dongall,  Fort  Wayne. 
♦Joseph  Turnock,  South  Bend. 
♦J.  C.  Gordon,  Argos. 


ALTERNATES. 

A.  L.  Kirkwood,  Muncie. 
H.  Oiflford,  Crawfordsville. 
S.  LaTourette,  Covington. 
F.  Biggs,  West  Lebanon. 
Geo.  S.  Clark,  Lowell. 
Lewis  M.  Spotts,  Roann. 
Milton  Garrigus,  Kokomo. 
William  H.  Keyes,  Hamilton. 
J.  E.  Stephenson,  Warsaw. 
Geo.  Lightcap,  North  Judson. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS.* 


♦Robert  8.  Foster,  Indianapolis, 

1866-7-8. 
tLewis  Humphrey,  1879. 
t Jonathan  B.  Hager,  1880. 
♦W.  W.  Dudley,  Washington,  D.  C, 

1881. 
♦Jas.  R.  Carnahan,  Indianapolis, 

1882-8. 
♦Edwin  Nicar,  South  Bend,  1884. 
♦D.  N.  Foster,  Fort  Wayne,  1886. 
fXhomas  W.  Bennett,  1886. 


tira  J.  Chase,  1887. 
♦A.  D.  Vanosdol,  Madison,  1888. 
♦C.  M.  Travis,  Crawfordsville,  1889 
♦Gil  R.  Stormont,  Princeton,  1890. 
♦I.  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  1891. 
♦Jos.  B.  Cheadle,  Frankfort,  1892. 
♦Jas.  T.  Johnston,  RockviUe,  189S. 
♦A.  0.  Marsh,  Winchester,  1894. 
♦H.  B.  Shively,  Wabash,  1895. 
♦Henry  M.  Caylor,  Noblesville,  1896. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY.     (45.) 

Organized  July  3,  1891.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     229. 

Commander R.  M.  J.  Shriver,  Miami. 

♦Senior  Vice- Commander Wm.  Estes,  Ringold. 

Junior  Vice-Commander D.  Redfield,  Ardmore. 

Assistant  Adjutant- G^eneral Louis  Lockert,  Miami. 


REPRBSENTATIVE. 

♦U.  B.  Bowers  (at  large), 

South  McAlester. 


ALTERNATE. 

B.  F.  Haris,  Muskogee. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


E.  W.  Calkins,  Tulsa,  1891. 

R.  W.  Hill,  So.  McAlester,  1892. 

J.  H.  Spann,  McAlester,  1898. 

fDeceased. 


S.  8.  Boyles,  Tahlequah,  1894. 
J.  L.  Thomas,  Muskogee,  1895. 
Wm.  H.  Harrison,  Checotah,  1896. 
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THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL  BNOAMPMBNT 


IOWA.       (19.) 

Organized  Sept.  26,  1866.     Reorganized  Jan.  28,  1879. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     15,661. 

^Commander A.  H.  Evans,  Keokuk. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Levi  Hills,  Ottumwa. 

*  Junior  Vice- Commander James  A.  Carson,  Maquoketa. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General D.  W.  McElroy,  Keokuk. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERNATES. 


*R.  L.  Chase  (at  large),  Des  Moines. 
*E.  N.  Kitchen,  Mt.  Pleasant. 
*Ed.  Blasier,  Williamsburg. 
*J.  E.  Jayne,  Iowa  City. 
*E.  S.  Whitney,  Eldora. 
*H.  I.  Smith,  Mason  City. 
*J.  H.  Brasted,  Anamosa. 
*W.  M.  Moore,  Mt.  Vernon. 
A.  W.  Swalm,  Oskaloosa. 
*John  Brown,  Dallas  Center. 
*N.  J.  Jolly,  Osceola. 
*S.  C.  James,  Centerville. 
*P.  H.  Lenon,  Guthrie  Center. 
*D.  B.  McMaster,  Oakland. 
*J.  R.  White,  Webster  City. 
*A.  J.  Weeks,  Correctionville. 
*J.  0.  Lias,  Sheldon. 


L.  A.  Sheets,  Algona. 
R.  L.  Boone,  Vernon. 
J.  W.  Bulen,  Clinton. 
A.  W.  Flathers,  Maquoketa. 
M.  E.  Erwin,  Dubuque. 

E.  S.  Carpenter,  Tama  City. 
*J.  F.  Trontner,  Nashua. 

Chas.  L.  Longley,  Marshalltown. 
W.  J.  Eichelburger,  Bloomfield. 
M.  T.  Scanlan,  Des  Moines. 
W.  E.  Morrow,  Osceola. 
W.  H.  Reynolds,  Cromwell. 
J.  B.  Campbell,  Bagley. 

F.  L.  Davis,  Missouri  Valley. 
W.  H.  Perkins,  Scranton. 

C.  F.  Bailey,  Ireton. 

F.  W.  Thompson,  Rock  Rapids. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


A.  A.  Perkins,  Denver,  Colo.,  '76-8. 

H.  E.  Griswold,  Atlantic,  1879. 

W.  F.  Conrad,  Des  Moiues,  1880. 
fOeorge  B.  Hogin,  1882. 
tJohn  B.  Cook,  1888. 

E.  G.  Miller,  Waterloo,  1884. 

W.  R.  Manning,  Newton,  1886. 

W.  A.  McHenry,  Denison,  1886. 

J.  M.  Tuttle,  1887. 

E.  A.  Consigny,  Avoca,  1888. 


C.  H.  Smith,  Aurora,  Ills.,  1889. 
tM.  P.  Mills,  1890. 

C.  L.  Davidson,  Hull,  1891. 

J.  J.  Steadman,  Council  Bluffs,  '92. 
*P.  Schaller.  Sac  City,  1898. 
*G.  A.  Newman,  Cedar  Falls,  1894. 

J.  K.  P.  Thompson,  Rock  Rapids, 

1896. 

J.  Given,  Des  Moines,  1896. 


t  Deceased. 
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KANSAS.     (22.) 

Organized  Dec.  7,  1866.     Reorganized  March  16,  1880. 

Numberof  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     18,969. 
♦Commander Theo.  Botkin,  Hutchinson. 

Senior  Vice-Commander S.  L.  Wilson,  Beathe. 

Junior  Vice-Commander C.  L.  Knapp,  Leavenworth. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General Lewis  Hanback,  Kansas  City. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERNATES. 


Jerry  Shaw  (at  laige).  Dodge  City. 

Fred  Hartman,  Atchison. 

J.  F.  Qrimes,  Hiawatha. 

A.  Buckner,  Baldwin. 

W.  W.  Martin,  Fort  Scott. 

R.  W.  Wright,  Oswego. 

John  Cook,  Arkansas  City. 

0.  W.  Fox,  Topeka. 

W.  H.  Fountain,  El  Dorado. 

N.  L.  Burr,  Delpbos. 

S.  S.  Longley,  Greenleaf. 

A.  S.  Chase,  Ellsworth. 

0.  H.  Durand,  Mankato. 

M.  W.  Sutton,  Dodge  City. 

T.  H.  Randall,  Mt.  Hope. 


D.  L.  Sweeney,  Dodge  City. 
J.  W.  Kampion,  Leavenworth. 
A.  Kimmi,  Robinson. 

A.  W.  Caman,  La  Cygne. 
James  Murray,  Baldwin. 
R.  M.  Jones,  Neodesha. 
James  Lucas,  Cherokee. 
I.  Hammond,  Towanda. 
H.  L.  Willitts,  Council  Grove. 
A.  H.  Wheat,  Herington. 
R.  B.  Spillman,  Manhattan. 
Samuel  Robinson,  Osborne. 

E.  J.  Goubleman,  Wilson. 
J.  R.  Baird,  Speareville. 
H.  L.  Millard,  Sterling. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


tJohu  A.  Martin,  1866-7. 
J.  C.  Carpenter,  Chanute,  1868. 
W.  S.  Jenkins,  Leavenworth,  1872. 
J.  Guthrie,  Topeka,  1876. 
J.  H.  Gilpatrick,  Leavenworth, 

1877-8. 
J.  0.  WaTkinshaw,  Leavenworth, 

1879-82. 
T.  J.  Anderson,  Topeka,  1883. 
H.  W.  Pond,  Ft.  Scott,  1884. 
M.  Stewart,  Chicago,  Ills.,  1886. 

t  Deceased. 


C.  J.  McDivitt,  Santa  Barbara,  Cal. , 

1886. 
T.  H.  Soward,  Guthrie,  Okla.,  1887. 
J.  W.  Feighan,  Spokane  Falls,  1888. 
H.  Booth,  Larned,  1889. 
I.  F.  Collins,  Sabetha,  1890. 
T.  McCarthy,  Larned,  1891. 

A.  R.  Greene,  Lecompton,  1892. 

B.  Kelly,  Independence,  1893. 
W.  P.  Campbell,  Wichita,  1894. 
J.  P.  Harris,  Ottawa,  1896. 

W.  C.  Whitney,  Cawker  City,  1896. 
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KENTUCKY.     (27.) 

Organized  Jan.  16,  1883.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     6,017. 

•Commander    A.  J.  Tharp,  Winston. 

•Senior  Vice-Commander James  F-  Marteon,  Louisville. 

•Junior  Vice- Commander John  R.  Spires,  Lexington. 

•Assistant- Adjutant-General Geo.  T.  Grinstead,  Winston. 


REPRESBNTATIVES. 

•Phil  Hager  ( at  large ),  Louisville. 

•J.  H.  Browning,  Louisville. 

♦W.  H.  Adams. 

•L.  V.  Dodge,  Berea. 

•J.  J.  Barnes,  Bowling  Green. 

•John  Walch,  Maysville. 


ALTERNATES. 

H.  S.  Cohn,  Louisville. 
M.  L.  Anderson,  Lebanon. 
S.  H.  McKenney. 
P.  White,  Louisville. 
Chas.  Solar,  Newport. 
T.  E.  Chenault. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


•J.  C.  Miohic.  Natl.  Military  Home, 
Ohio,  1883. 
•W.  H.  Ilarton,  Newport,  1884. 

Geo.  W.  Northup,  Louisville,  188"). 

T.  Z.  Morrow,  Somerset,  188G. 

William  Bowman,  Tollesboro,  1887. 
*0.  A.  Reynolds,  Covington,  1888. 

Vincent  Boreing,  London,  1889. 


*M.  Minton,  Louisville,  1890. 

S.  G.  Hillis,  Concord,  1891. 

E.  H.  Hobson,  Greeiisl)urg,  1892. 

T.  E.  Levizey,  CoUedge,  1893. 
*l).  0' Riley,  Leitchfield,  1894. 

R.  M.  Kelly,  Louisville,  1895. 
*A.  Whedon,  Louisville,  1896. 


LOUISIANA  AND  MISSISSIPPI.     (;5r>.) 

Organized  as  Department  of  the  Gulf  May  15,  1884  ;  changed  to  Louisiana  and 

Mississippi  June  13, 1888.     Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1890,    1,277. 
•Commander Chas.  W.  Keeting,  New  Orleans. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Thos.  L.  McVey,  China,  La. 

Junior  Vice-Commander N.  A.  Anderson,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

*As.*<i8tant  Adjutant-General R.  B.  Bacquie,  New  Orleans. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Franklin  Taylor  (at  large), 

New  Orleans. 
•Ernest  Longpr^,  New  Orleans. 


ALTERNATES. 


•Richard  Shepard,  New  Orleans. 
Washington  Grey,  Natchez. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


William  Roy,  Nogalcs,  A.  T.,  1884. 
J.  W.  Scully,  New  Orleans,  1885. 
A.  S.  Badger,  New  Orleans,  '86,  '92. 


*C.  H.  Shute,  New  Orleans,  1898. 
•C.  W.  Keeting,  New  Orleans, 

1894-7. 
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MAINE.     (9.) 

Organized  Jan.  10,  1868.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     8,429.. 

•Department  Commander Leroy  T.  Carletbn,  Winthrop. 

*Senior  Vice- Commander Horace  N.  Bolster,  Paris. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander James  J.  Chase,  Chase's  Mills. 

^Assistant  Adjutant- General Lorenzo  B.  Hill,  Augusta. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*W.  S.  Norcross  (at  large), 

Mechanic  Falls. 
*D.  S.  Warren,  Standish. 
*Ray  P.  Eaton,  Brunswick. 
*S.  A.  Bennett,  Norway. 
*John  Daley,  Togus. 

James  H.  Bell,  Strong. 
*Moses  A.  Safford,  Kittery. 
♦A.  R.  G.  Smith,  North  WhiteBeld. 

E.  C.  Millikin,  Portland. 


ALTERNATES. 

*A.  B.  Sumner,  Lubec. 
*G^o.  G.  Downing,  Dover. 

John  F.  Foster,  Bangor. 

G^o.  B.  Haskell,  Lewiston. 

John  Bradley,  Cornish. 

Seth  T.  Snipe,  Bath. 

James  L.  Burns,  Washington. 

James  W.  Ambrose,  Sherman^ 

A.  R.  Devereaux,  Ellsworth. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT    COMMANDERS. 


tG.  L.  Beal,  1868-9. 

*Chas.  P.  Mattocks,  Portland,  '70-' 1. 

t  Daniel  White,  1872-3. 

•Selden  Connor,  Portland,  1874-'5. 

*Nelson  Howard,  Lewiston,  1876. 

t  John  D.  Myrick,  1877. 

*A.  C.  Hamlin,  Bangor,  1878. 

tWinsorB.  Smith,  1879. 

*I.  S.  Bangs,  Waterville,  1880. 

*A.  B.  Farnham,  Bangor,  1882. 

*E.  M.  Shaw,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  1883. 

*Benj.  Williams,  Rockland,  1884. 


t  James  A.  Hall,  1886. 
*S.  W.  Lane,  Augusta,  1886. 
*R.  K.  Gatley,  Portland,  1887. 
♦H.  H.  Burbank,  Saco,  1888. 
*F.  M.  Drew,  Lewiston,  1889. 
*John  D.  Anderson,  Gray,  1890. 
*S.  L.  Miller,  Waldoboro,  1891. 
*Isaac  Dyer,  Skowhegan,  1892. 
*W.  Gushing,  Foxcroft,  1893. 
*J.  W.  Gilman,  Oakland,  1894. 
*Wm.  H.  Green,  Portland,  1896. 
*L.  D.  Carver,  Rockland,  1896. 


MARYI^ND.     (16.) 

Organized  Jan.  8,  1868.     Reorganized  June  9,  1876. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     3,024. 

*Coramander George  W.  Johnson,  Baltimore. 

•Senior  Vice-Commander David  L.  Stanton,  Baltimore. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander C.  C.  Walts,  Hagerstown. 

•Assistant  AcUutant-General Lewis  M.  Zimmerman,  Baltimore. 

t  Deceased. 
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MARYLAND— Concluded. 

REPRESBKTATtVeS.  ALTBRVATKS. 


*JohD  E.  Hough  (at  large), 

Baltimore. 
*R.  L.  W.  Simmons,  Baltimore. 
*A.  G.  Cadwallader,  Baltimore. 
*J.  H.  Maudaville,  Baltimore. 


John  G.  Taylor,  Baltimore. 

George  T.  Leach,  Baltimore. 
James  S.  Baer,  Tannery. 
H.  Weeks,  Gaithersburg. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


f-Andrew  W.  Denison,  1867-8-9. 

E.  Y.  Goldsborough,  Frederick, '70. 

E.  L.  Daneker,  Baltimore,  1871. 

Adam  E.  King,  Baltimore,  1872. 
tE.  B.  Tyler,  1876-7-8. 

Wm.  E.  Griffith,  Cumberland,  1879. 

Wm.  E.W.  Ross,  Baltimore,  1880-1. 

Graham  Dukehart,  Baltimore,  1882. 
fJohn  H.  Suter,  1883. 
*FraQk  M.  Smith,  Baltimore,  1884. 

John  W.  Horn,  Cheltenham,  1886. 
*G.W.  F.  Vernon,  Baltimore,  1886. 


tHenry  P.  Underbill,  1887. 

Theo.  F.  Lang,  Baltimore,  1888. 

G.  F.  Wheeler,  Fredericksburg,  Va., 

1889. 

G.  R.  Graham,  Baltimore,  1890. 
tJoseph  C.  Hill,  1891. 
*W.  A.  Bartlett,  Washington,  D.  C, 

1892. 
♦Frank  Noien,  Baltimore,  UB93. 
*M.  J.  Rose,  Baltimore,  1894. 

0.  A.  Horner,  Emmitsburg,  1896. 
*A.  S.  Cooper,  Baltimore,  1896. 


MASSACHUSETTS.     (7.) 

Organized  May  7,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     22,008. 

^Commander John  M.  Deane,  Fall  River. 

*8enior  Vice-Commander John  E.  Gilman,  Roxbury. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander Peter  D.  Smith,  Andover. 

•Assistant  Adjutant -General Hubert  0.  Moore,  Boston. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*W.  W.  Blackmar  (at  large),  Boston. 
C.  A.  Phelps,  Westfield. 
*W.  B.  Bosworth,  Falmouth. 
•John  Fleet,  Fall  River. 
*F.  H.  Daniels,  Williamstov^^n. 
•B.  W.  Mayo,  Turners  Falls. 
•D.  B.  Burnham,  Essex. 
•Sidney  Gardner,  Gloucester. 
•Wm.  C.  Cuseck,  Newburyport. 
*Q.  W.  Smith,  Lawrence. 
•H.  H.  Collamore,  Pembroke. 

t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 

•Rufus  A.  Soule,  New  Bedford. 
•Charles  Ely,  Holyoke. 

C.  T.  Rogers,  Mansfield. 

Thomas  W.  Cook,  New  Bedford. 

E.  C.  Clark,  Northampton. 

J.  A.  Rawson,  Amherst. 

Luther  Waite,  Ipswich. 

Charles  Newhall,  Dan  vers. 

C.  M.  Sprague,  Lynn. 

James  A.  Wright,  Beverly. 

A.  C.  Howes,  Middleboro. 
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MASSACHUSETTS— Concluded. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

♦B.  A.  Hathaway,  Plymouth. 
*F.  A.  Lewis,  Weymouth. 
*E.  W.  Bourne,  Maiden. 
*F.  R.  Knowlton,  West  Acton. 
W.  D.  Tripp,  Newton. 
*M.  J.  Conry,  Cambridge. 
♦Joseph  Rossiter,  East 'Boston. 
*F.  0.  Barnes,  Chelsea. 
*Wm.  M.  Olin,  Roxburj-. 
*F.  D.  Newton,  Fayville. 
*J.  L.  Day,  Beriin. 
*A.  L.  Nourse,  Bolton. 


ALTERNATES. 

Franklin  Curtis,  Quincy. 

Lunas  F.  Mendell,  Plainville. 

John  Best,  Stoneham. 

S.  A.  Barton,  Waltham. 

W.  H.  I.  Hayes,  Lowell. 

C.  H.  Lewis,  South  Framingham. 

Josiah  Rhodes,  Allston. 

H.  S.  Treadwell,  South  Boston. 

W.  R.  Prescott. 

H.  0.  Sawyer,  West  Boylston. 

G.  S.  Holden,  Holden. 

David  Dines,  Whitinsville. 


P.VST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


A.  S.  Cushman,  New  Bedford,  '66-7. 

A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Worcester,  1868. 

Francis  A.  Osborn,- Boston,  1869. 
t James  L.  Bates,  1870. 
tWilliam  Cogswell,  1871. 
tA.  B.  Underwood,  1873. 
.♦John  W.  Kimball,  Fitchburg,  1874. 
♦George  S.  Merrill,  Lawrence,  1876. 

Horace  B.  Sargent,  S.  Monica,  Cal., 
1876-7-8. 
♦John  G.  B.  Adams,  Lynn,  1879. 
tJohn  A.  Hawes,  18^0. 

George  W.  Creasey,  Chelsea,  1881. 
tGeorge  H.  Patch,  1882. 
♦George  S.  Evans,  Carabridgeport, 

1888. 


♦John  D.  Billings,  Cambridgeport, 

1884. 
♦John  W.  Hersey,  Springfield,  1885. 
tRichard  F.  Tobin,  1886. 

Charles  D.  Nash,  Whitman,  1887. 

Myron  P.  Walker,  Belchertown, 

1888. 
♦George  L.  Goodale,  Medford,  1889. 
♦G.  H.  Innis,  South  Boston,  1890. 
♦A.  A.  Smith,  Colrain,  1891. 
♦James  K.  Churchill,  Worcester,  '92. 
♦Eli  W.  Hall,  Lynn,  1898. 
♦W.  A.  Wetherbee,  Newton,  1894. 
♦Joseph  W.  Thayer,  Chelsea,  1896. 

William  P.  Derby,  Springfield,  1896. 


MICHIGAN.     (18.) 

Organized  May  6,  1868.     Reorganized  Jan.  22,  1879. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     16,096. 

♦Commander Aaron  T.  Bliss,  Saginaw,  W.  S. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander J.  W.  Sprague,  Greenville. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander *'  Ren  "  Barker,  Reed  City. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General C.  V'.  R.  Pond,  Lansing. 

t  Deceased. 

.     8 
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THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL   ENCAMPMENT 


MICHIGAN— Concluded. 


REPKKSENTATIVES. 

*E.  B.  Fenton  (at  large),  Detroit 
*W.  C.  Claxton,  Detroit. 
*Win.  Jibb,  Maybee. 
*M.  A.  Merrifield,  Union  City. 
*Edwin  Ruthruff,  Bangor. 
Chas.  F.  Sears,  Rockford. 
*Ja8.  M.  Greenfield,  Flushing. 
*J.  D.  Kenney,  Port  Huron. 
*M.  C.  Dawes,  Owosso. 
*Albro  Bnos,  Ravenna. 
*Geo.  H.  Keating,  Bay  City. 
*A.  Wilcox,  Lake  View. 
*M.  Durocher,  Menominee. 
*S.  J.  Lawrence,  Wyandotte. 
*J.  B.  Griswold,  Grand  Rapids. 
*C.  L.  Brundage,  Muskegon. 
*C.  H.  Morse,  Lansing. 


ALTERNATES. 

.  D.  Sargent,  Howell. 
Jno.  F.  McCurdy,  Detroit. 
S.  R.  Kingley,  Romulus. 
L.  B.  Wolcott,  Hillsdale. 
J.  N.  Collester,  Hastings. 
*Wilson  Jones,  Grand  Rapids. 
Henry  H.  Collins,  Howell. 
Alison  Bryant,  Mayville. 
W.  H.  Herbert,  Manistee. 
Robert  Calhoun,  Bay  City, 
Marcus  A.  Lafler,  Hersey. 
E.  P.  Barnard,  Detroit. 
Jeremiah  Dugan,  Otsego. 
John  R.  Clark,  Cheboygan. 
W.  D.  Brainerd,  Eaton  Rapids 
Wm.  E.  Best,  North  Branch. 
Wm.  Baird,  Marine  City. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


Wm.  Humphrey,  Adrian,  1870. 
*C.  V.  R.  Pond,  Lansing,  1878-9. 

A.  T.  McReynolds,  Grand  Rapids, 

1880. 
*B.  R.  Pierce,  Grand  Rapids,  '81-2. 
*08car  A.  Janes,  Detroit,  1883. 

Rush  J.  Shank,  Lansing,  1884. 

Chas.  D.  Long,  Lansing,  1885. 
*John  North  wood,  New  Lothrop,'86. 
*L.  G.  Rutherford,  Grand  Raprds,'87 


♦W.  Gardner,  Albion,  1888. 

M.  Brown,  Big  Rapids,  1889. 

Henry  M.  Duffield,  Detroit,  1890. 
tChas.  L.  Eaton,  1891. 
*Henry  S.  Dean,  Ann  Arbor,  1892. 
*Jas.  H.  Kidd,  Ionia,  1893. 
*Louis  Kanitz,  Muskegon,  1894. 
*S.  B.  Daboll,  St.  Johns,  1895. 

Wm.  Shakespeare,  Kalamazoo,  "96. 


.  MINNESOTA.     (24.) 

Orgauized  Aug.  14,  1867.     Reorganized  Aug.  17,  1881. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896, 

*Commander E.  B.  Wood,  Long  Prairie. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander C.  W.  McKay,  Fergus  Falls. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander J.  C.  Cooper,  Northfield. 

*As8istant  Adjutant-General J.  K.  Mertz,  Minneapolis. 

tDecenw<l. 


8,186. 
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MINNESOTA— Concluded. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*E.  Dunn  (at  large),  Eyota. 
♦D.  B.  Searle,  St.  Cloud. 
*G.  B.  Arnold,  Kasson. 
*A.  Cummings,  Blue  Earth  City. 
*W.  F.  Deline,  Cannon  Falls. 
♦S.  C.  Arbuckle,  St.  Paul. 

M.  Kees,  Minneapolis. 

G.  A.  Whitney,  Wadena. 
♦G.  W.  Grant,  Detroit  City. 


ALTERNATES. 

J.  C.  Congdon,  Brainerd. 

M.  Emery,  Caledonia. 

H.  Reynolds,  Waseca. 

J.  G.  Graham,  Good  Thunder. 

F.  E.  Bissell,  Litchfield. 
C.  J.  Lang,  St.  Paul. 

*S.  H.  Fowler,  Minneapolis. 

G.  R.  "Wedgwood,  Monticello. 
A.  J.  Hess,  Ortonville. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


♦H.  G.  Hicks,  Minneapolis,  1868. 
*H.  A.  Castle,  St.  Paul,  1872-3-4. 

A.  Marty,  Stillwater,  1881-2. 
*J.  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  1883. 
*E.  C.  Babb,  Minneapolis,  1884. 

R.  A.  Becker,  St.  Paul,  1886. 
*Wm.  Thomas,  Maukato,  1886. 
*L.  L.  Wheelock,  Owatonna,  1887. 

James  H.  Ege.  Minneapolis,  1888. 


A.  Barto,  St.  Cloud,  1889. 
*J.  Compton,  Fergus  Falls,  1890. 
tCharles  D.  Parker,  1891. 

L.  M.  Lange,  Marshall,  1892. 

John  Day  Smith,  Minneapolis,  '98. 
*S.  R.  Van  Sant,  Winona,  1894. 
*E.  Torrance,  Minneapolis,  1895. 
*J.  J.  McCardy,  St.  Paul,  1896. 


MISSOURI.     (25.) 

Organized  May  16;  1867.     Reorganized  April  22,  1882. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     14,244. 

*Commander Jno.  P.  Piatt,  Kingston. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Chas.  H.  Morgan,  Nevada. 

'Junior  Vice-Commander , .William  Lowe,  Warrensburg. 

*As8istant  Adjutant- General Jno.  B.  Pachall,  St.  Louis. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

John  W.  Noble  (at  large),  St.  Louis. 

J.  R.  Rogers,  Cameron. 
*G.  A.  Douglas,  Warrensburg. 
*C.  A.  Day,  Kansas  City. 

J.  W.  Eldridge,  Springfield. 
*G.  0.  Howenstein,  Carthage. 
*Geo.  Hall,  Trenton. 
*Wm.  H.  Mengel,  California. 
*Henry  Lange,  St.  Louis. 

t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 

Ira  K.  Alderman,  Maryville. 

F.  D.  W.  Arnold,  Lamar. 
*J.  T.  Birdseye,  Nevada. 

H.  F.  Devel,  Kansas  City. 
*Adam  Wenzel,  St  Louis. 

Wm.  Niehaus,  St.  Louis. 

H.  De  Bell,  St.  Joseph. 

Jackson  Walker,  Bethany. 

Geo.  A.  Newcomb,  St  Louis. 
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THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL   ENCAMPMENT 


MISSOURI— Concluded. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*Adam  Theis,  Hannibal. 
*R.  W.  Davis,  Brookfield. 
*ira  T.  Bronson,  Sedalia. 
A.  0.  Engelmann,  St.  Louis. 
*H.  E.  Robinson,  Maryville. 
*C.  P.  Woodruff,  Springfield. 


ALTERNATES. 

J.  L.  Smith,  Sedalia. 
*Thos.  H.  Macklind,  St.  Louis. 
G.  W.  Travis,  Appleton  City. 
W.  T.  Munson,  Tina. 
Jaa.  T.  Griffin,  Maysville. 
H.  J.  Pringle,  Chillicothe. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT    COMMANDERS. 


♦William  Warner,  Kansas  City,  '82-8. 
*W.  F,  Chamberlin,  Hannibal,  1884. 
♦Nelson  Cole,  St.  Louis,  1885-6. 
fE.  E.  Kimball,  1887. 
♦Hiram  Smith,  Jr.,  Cameron,  1888. 
♦Jno.  E.  Phelps,  Springfield,  1889. 
♦Leo  Rassienr,  St.  Louis,  1890. 


♦Geo.  W.  Martin,  Brookfield,  1891. 
♦C.  W.  Whitehead,  Kansas  City,  '92. 
♦Chaa.  G.  Burton,  Nevada,  1893. 
♦Louis  Grund,  St.  Louis,  1894. 
♦Louis  Benecke,  Brunswick,  1895. 
♦Thos.  B.  Rodgers,  St.  Louis,  1896. 


MONTANA.     (37.) 

Organized  March  10,  1885.              Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896, 
♦Commander T.  C.  Davidson,  Anaconda. 

Senior  Vice-Commander Geo.  T.  Chamber,  Livingston. 

Junior  Vice-Commander W.  H.  Dickinson,  Missoula. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General John  S.  Wisner,  Anaconda. 


620. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERN.ITES. 


♦W.  A.  Havan  (at  large),  Buffalo,  N.Y.    *R.  C.  Wallace,  Helena. 
F.  George  Heldt,  Great  Falls.  W.  H.  Yeaton,  Livingston. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


T.  P.  Fuller,  Helena,  1885. 
Chas.  S.  Warren,  Butte,  1886. 
J.  G.  Sanders,  Helena,  1888. 
Jas.  E.  Callaway,  Virginia  City,  '89. 
Ed.  F.  Ferris,  Jefferson  City,  1890. 
H.  C.  Kessler,  Butte,  1891. 
t  Deceased. 


♦John  L.  Sloane,  Missouin,  1892. 

J.  0.  Gregg,  Great  Falls,  1893. 

Peter  R.  Dolman,  Butte,  1894. 
♦Robert  E.  Fish,  Helena,  1895. 

Lester  S.  Willson,  Bozeman,  1896. 
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NEBRASKA.     (17.) 

Oiganized  June  11,  1877.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     7,264. 

♦Commander John  A.  Ehrhardt,  Stanton. 

Senior  Vice-Commander .Thomas  J.  M^ors,  Peru. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander John  E.  Evans,  North  Platte. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral James  D.  Gage,  Lincoln. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*M.  L.  Hayward  (at  large),  C.  S.  Evans,  Clarks. 

Nebraska  City.        R.  La  Fountain,  Kearney. 

♦E.  S.  Hanchet,  Juniata.  P.  H.  Farry,  Lincoln. 

•L.  J.  Horton,  Stanton.  J.  W.  Cress,  South  Omaha. 

♦G.  W.  Martin,  North  Bend.  C.  H.  Douglas,  Bloomington. 

F.  W.  Simpson,  Omaha.  J.  B.  Waumbaugh,  Kearney. 

*J.  C.  Knapp,  Palmer.  ♦R.  G.  Hickman,  Fairmont. 

♦Fred  Myers,  Lincoln.  A.  H.  Palmer,  Arapahoe. 
♦David  Morgan,  Minden. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  1877. 
tJ.  W.  Savage,  1879-'80. 

S.  J.  Alexander,  Lincoln,  1881-*2. 
*H.  E.  Palmer,  Omaha,  1884. 
♦A.  V.  Cole,  Juniata,  1886. 
*John  M.  Thayer,  Lincoln,  1886. 
♦H.  C.  Russell,  Schuyler,  1887. 
♦W.  C.  Henry,  Fairmont,  1888. 


♦S.  H.  Morrison,  Nebraska  City,  '89. 
♦T.  S.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  1890. 

Joseph  Teeter,  Lincoln,  1891. 

C.  J.  Dilworth,  Hastings,  1892. 
tAlonzo  H.  Church,  1898. 

Church  Howe,  Auburn,  1894. 
♦C.  E.  Adams,  Superior,  1896. 
♦J.  H.  Culver,  Milford,  1896. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE.     (12.) 

Organized  June  30,  1868.  Number  of  members,  Dec.  81,  1896,     4,324. 

♦Commander James  Minot,  Concord. 

*Senior  Vice- Commander A.  S.  Twitchell,  Gorham. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander H.  L.  Worcester,  Rochester. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General Frank  Battles,  Concord. 


REPRESENTATIYES. 

J.  A.  Greene  (at  large), 

Moultonborough . 
♦B.  D.  Stewart,  Dover. 
•Wm.  W.  Gould,  Pittsfield. 
*John  P.  Dane,  Nashua. 
♦Chas.  T.  Noyes,  Whitefield. 
t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 

D.  C.  Easton,  Lakeport. 
C.  C.  Bunce,  Dover. 

E.  L.  Carr,  Pittsfield. 
Lyman  Cheney,  Nashua. 

♦Joseph  N.  Holt,  Dover. 
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THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL   BNGAMPMBNT 


NE>V  HAMPSHIRE— Concluded. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


M.  T.  Betton,  Watertown,  Mass., 

1867. 
fW.  R.  Patten,  1868. 
D.  J.  Vaughan,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

1869. 
James  C.  Larkin,  Everett,  Mass., 

1870. 
A.  H.  Bixby,  Francestown,  N.  H., 

1871. 
*W.  H.  Trickey,  Danvers,  Mass., '72. 
tT.  W.  Challis,  1878-4. 
A.  S.  Baton,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  1875. 
C.  J.  Richards,  Chicago,  Ills., 

1876-7-8. 
tGeo.  Bowers,  1879-80. 
M.  A.  Haynes,  Lakeport,  N.  H., 
1881-2. 


♦John  C.  Linehan,  Penacook,  *88-4. 

M.  M.  Collis,  Portsmouth,  1885. 
tGeo.  Farr,  1886. 

0.  C.  Wyatt,  Tilton,  1887. 
tA.  B.  Thompson,  1888. 

J.  F.  Grimes,  Hillsboro  Bridge, '89. 
*T.  Cogswell,  Concord,  1890. 
*E.  B.  Huse,  Enfield,  1891. 

Daniel  Hall,  Dover,  1892. 
*F.  G.  Noyes,  Nasliua,  1898. 

D.  R.  Pierce,  Somersworth,  1894. 
*C.  B.  Buzzell,  Lakeport,  1895. 
♦L.  W.  Aldrich,  E.  Westmoreland, 

1896. 


NEW  JERSEY.     (8.) 


Organized  Dec.  10,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1896, 

•Department  Commander Emanuel  Sands,  Jersey  City. 

♦Senior  Vice- Commander S.  G.  Hayter,  Bloomfield. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander James  Hogencamp,  Paterson. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant- General Frank  0.  Cole,  Jersey  City. 


6,699. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

Henry  C-  Terhune  (at  large), 

Red  Bank. 
♦L.  J.  Wendell,  Newark. 
♦Wm.  H.  H.  Wyckoff,  Somerville. 
♦John  Hazlett,  Trenton. 
♦S.  M.  Long,  Orange. 
♦Julius  Seitz,  Newark. 
♦G.  P.  Robinson,  Jersey  City. 
♦D.  A.  Carter,  Camden. 

t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 

♦Edwin  Marsh,  Elizabeth. 
W.  C.  Pasco,  Vineland. 
S.  B.  Foster,  Trenton. 
G.  S.  Vanscoten,,  Phillipsburg. 
John  W.  Stuart,  Jersey  City. 
Wm.  B.  Miller,  Asbury  Park. 
R.  D.  Brower,  Millburn. 
Fred  Wohlfahrt,  Union. 
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NEW  JERSEY— Concluded. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tEdward  Jardioe,  1868. 

WiUiam  Ward,  Newark,  1869-70. 
tRichard  H.  Lee,  1871-2! 

J.  R.  Goble,  1878. 
*Cha8,  Burrows,  Paterson,  1874-6. 
♦E.  W.  Davis,  Newark,  1876. 
■fJohn  Mueller,  1877-8. 
♦Samuel  Hufty,  Camden,  1879. 
tGeo.  W.  Gile,  1880. 
*Chas.  H.  Houghton,  Jersey  City, 

1881. 

Ed.  L.  Campbell,  1882. 
♦Geo.  B.  Fielder,  Jersey  City,  1888. 


♦Henry  M.  Nevius,  Red  Bank, 

1884-^. 
♦Frank  0.  Cole,  Jersey  City,  1886. 
tJohn  L.  Wheeler,  1887. 
♦E.  B.  Grubb,  Edgewater  Park,  1888. 
♦Wm.  B.  E.  Miller,  Camden,  1889. 
♦A.  M.  Matthews,  Orange,  1890. 
♦Jas.  R.  MuUikin,  Newark,  1891. 
♦R.  A.  Donnelly,  Trenton,  1892. 
♦H.  L.  Hartshorn,  Camden,  1898. 
♦John  Shields,  Flemington,  1894. 
♦H.  S.  White,  Red  Bank,  1896. 
*E.  C.  Stahl,  Trenton,  1896. 


NEW  MEXICO.     (32.) 

Organized  July  14,  1888.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896, 

♦Department  Commander Francis  Downs,  Santa  F^. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Leverett  Clarke,  Albuquerque. 

Junior  Vice-Commander T.  B.  Thompson,  Raton. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General W.  S.  Fletcher,  Santa  F^. 


160. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERNATES. 


George  W.  Hartman  (at  large),  ♦Jack  Crawford,  New  York  City, 

Las  Vegas.  N.  Y. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tH.  M.  Atkinson,  1888. 
tE.  W.  Wynkoop,  1884. 

E.  S.  Stover,  Albuquerque,  1886. 

John  Y.  Hewitt,  White  Oaks,  1887. 

Francis  Downs,  Santa  F^,  1888. 
tJohn  W.  Mills,  1889. 

L.  H.  Rudisille,  White  Oaks,  1889. 

t  Deceased. 


A.  M.  Whitcomb,  Albuquerque,  *90. 
S.  W.  Dorsey,  Denver,  Colo.,  1892. 
Wm.  H.  Whiteman,  Albuquerque, 

1898. 
Geo.  W.  Knaebel,  Santa  F^,  1894. 
Thos.  W.  Collier,  Raton,  1896. 
John  C.  Bromagem,  E.  Las  Vegas, 

1896. 
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THIBTT-FIRST  NATIONAL  BNGAMPMBNT 


NEW  YORK.     (5.) 

Organized  April  8,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     36,503. 

*Commander Albert  D.  Shaw,  Watertown. 

*Seiiior  Vice-Commander Geo.  Chappell,  New  York. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander N.  R.  Thopapson,  Jamestown. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General G.  H.  Lester,  Oswego. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

B.  F.  Tracey  (at  large),  Brooklyn.        S. 

♦E.  W.  Flower,  Esperence.  *J. 

♦G.  R.  Farley,  Prospect.  W 

*Thomas  Moore,  New  York.  S. 

*A.  B.  Morse,  Rochester.  G. 

*P.  Knickerbocker,  Matteawan.  h. 

*P.  J.  McDonald,  Newburg.  G. 

*W.  H.  Raymond,  Canandaigua.  R. 

*A.  J.  Adams,  New  York.  A. 

*J.  L.  Talbert,  Binghamton.  A. 

*E.  Drake,  Syracuse.  A. 

*M.  Meade,  Savannah.  G. 

*D.  C.  Bangs,  Little  Falls.  A. 

*H.  C.  Hendricks,  McGrawville.  J. 

♦P.  D.  Leys,  Roslyn.  D. 

*G.  A.  Green,  Andover.  C. 

*L.  Y.  Miller,  Clean.  G. 

*J.  R.  Gibbs,  Saratoga  Springs.  N. 

*G.  C.  Smith,  Jamestown.  A. 

♦H.  R.  Yetman,  Tottenville,  S.  I.  D. 

*James  Owens,  New  York.  J. 

*John  Campbell,  New  York.  J. 

*G.  M.  Vorhees,  Amsterdam.  G. 

♦A.  H.  Spierre,  Albany.       '  P. 

*T.  J.  Odium,  New  York.  •  B. 

*J.  S.  Giles,  Apalachin.  L. 

*G.  Humphrey,  Hartland.  E. 

*T.  H.  Keman,  Brooklyn.  J. 

*J.  Schmidling,  New  York.  C. 

*G.  W.  Salisbury,  Cazenovia.  M. 

*D.  Crumb,  South  Otselica.  R. 

*C.  A.  Orr,  Buffalo.  B. 

*R.  Longhran,  Kingston.  H. 

*Hugh  Duffy,  Brooklyn.  E. 

*J.  H.  McKinna,  Brooklyn.  D. 

*J.  W.  Eason,  Brooklyn.  C. 

*B.  F.  McGuire,  New  York.  J. 

*M.  Bourdon,  Plattsburgh.  T. 


ALTERNATES. 

S.  Moflfet,  Plattsburgh, 
J.  Perkins,  Schuylerville. 
.  S.  Newman,  Hornellsville. 
S.  Ballon,  Dalton. 

B.  Hill,  Chittenaugo. 
Cazer,  Newburgh. 

C.  Althisar,  Port  Jervis. 
Crowley,  Randolph. 
A.  Rivers,  Ilion. 
S.  Thompson,  North  Cuba. 
Elwood,  Rochester. 
H.  Barker,  Springville. 

D.  Mohr,  Kingsbridge. 
G.  Morrison,  New  York. 

F.  Richie,  Saratoga  Springs. 

L.  Wilbur,  Oneonta. 

Murphy,  Lee  Centre. 

T.  Kroiner,  Brooklyn. 

Miller,  Adams. 

Jones,  Utica. 

H.  Tenant,  New  York. 

W.  Sangster,  Brooklyn. 

E.  Smith,  Lockport. 
Myers,  Brooklyn. 

F.  Franklin,  Rochester. 
Finkelmier,  Brooklyn. 
Fahey,  Brooklyn. 
Hepworth,  Yorkville. 

A.  Martin,  Brooklyn. 
M.  Fenner,  Fredonia. 
Peach,  East  Pembroke. 
J.  McGowan,  New  York. 
F.  Tarbox,  Batavia. 
S.  Messerean,  Vestal. 

B.  Smith,  Hamilton,  Ontario. 
Herron,  Sidney. 
Rider,  Schroon  Lake. 
K.  Williams,  North  Tonawanda. 
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NEW  YORK— Concluded. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tJamea  B.  McKean,  1866-7.  *J.  A.  Reynolds,  1888. 

*D.  E.  Sickles,  New  York,  1868-9.  *I.  M.  Hed|?e8,  Haveretraw,  1884. 

tJ.  C.  Robinson,  1870.  *Jo8.  I.  Sayles,  Rome,  1886. 

tH.  A.  Bamum,  1871-2. .  *G.  H.  Treadwell,  Hurtsville,  1887. 

♦S.  P.  CJorliss,  Albany,  1878.  *N.  M.  Curtis,  Ogdensburgh,  1888. 

*John  Palmer,  Albany,  1874-5.  *H.  Clark,  Albany,  1889. 

♦James  Tanner,  Wasbington,  D.  C,  fFloyd  Clarkson,  1890. 

1876-7.  *C.  H.  Freeman,  Corning,  1891. 

♦Wm.  F.  Rogers,  Bath,  1878.  *T.  L.  Poole,  Syracuse,  1892. 

tJames  McQuade,  1879.  *J.  P.  Cleary,  Rochester,  1898. 

*L.  C.  Young,  Binghamton,  1880.  *J.  C.  Shotts,  Yonkers,  1894. 

tA.  Merritt,  1881.  *E.  J.  Atkinson,  New  York,  1896. 

Vas.  S.  Fraser,  New  York,  1882.  TJames  S.  Graham,  Rochester,  1896. 


NORTH  DAKOTA.     (43.) 

Organized  April  23,  1890.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     687. 

♦Commander E.  C.  Gearey,  Fargo. 

•Senior  Vice-Commander B.  F.  Bigelow,  Jamestown 

•Junior  Vice-Commander E.  G.  Baldwin,  Cakes. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General John  W.  Carroll,  Fargo. 

REPRESBNTATIYES.  ALTERNATES. 

•J.  H.  Johnson  (at  large),  Lisbon.  M.  W.  Wright,  Jamestown. 

*B.  H.  Webster,  Pembina.  Roswell  Thomas,  Lisbon. 

PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

♦Harrison  Allen,  Fargo,  1888.  *John  D.  Black,  Valley  City,  1893. 

♦Geo.  B.  Winship,  Grand  Forks,  '90.  •J.  M.  O'Neale,  Grand  Forks,  1894. 

W.  A.  Bentley,  Bismark,  1891.  *A.  P.  Rounsevell,  Larimore,  1896. 

S.  G.  Roberts,  Fargo,  1892.  *Wm.  H.  Brown,  Grand  Forks,  1896. 


OHIO.     (4.) 

Organized  Jan.  80,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1896,     30,824. 

•Commander Henry  Kissinger,  Dayton. 

•Senior  Vice- Commander T.  R.  Shinn,  Ashland. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander X.  Peck,  Elyria. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General W.  H.  Bussard,  Dayton. 

tDeceased. 
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THIRTY-FIBST  NATIONAL   BNOAMPMBNT 


OHIO — Continued. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

^E.  Z.  Hays  (at  large),  Warsaw. 
*Wm.  Masscber,  Cedar  Point. 
*C.  A.  Santmjer,  Cincinnati. 
^E.  S.  Moorbead,  Williamsburg. 
*L.  H.  Rodgers,  Springboro. 

T.  M.  Higgins,  Waverly. 

Wm.  J.  Mulvey,  Ironton. 

Ed.  S.  (Jrant,  Canton. 
*J.  S.  Dunn,  Dexter  City. 
*A.  Vignos,  Canton. 
*Alex  McGraw,  East  Liverpool. 
*John  S.  Lett,  Youngstown. 
*D.  S.  Robertson,  Geneva. 
*A.  T.  Brinsmade,  Cleveland. 
♦J.  J.  Thomas,  Willington. 
*T.  Blackburn,  Hudson. 
*J.  R.  McBlinney,  Wooster.. 
*  James  McCoy,  Warsaw. 

S.  Shry,  Zaleski. 
*H.  H,  Trail,  Xenia. 
*C.  Anderson,  Dayton. 
*W.  L.  Reece,  Greenville. 
*R.  W.  Cantwell,  Covington. 
*J.  Adams,  Defiance. 
*Cha8.  Willich,  Toledo. 
*Rubin  White,  Lima. 

J.  C.  Green,  Fremont. 
*J.  Q.  A.  Campbell,  Bellfountain. 
*Thos.  D.  Riddle,  Iberia. 
*ThoB.  T.  Dill,  Mansfield. 
*J.  B.  Davis,  Sandusky. 
♦Thos.  T.  Smith,  Columbus. 


AliTERNATBS. 

J.  W.  Stanton,  Blissfield. 

D.  Giles,  Middletown. 
Jacob  Hill,  Cincinnati. 
Chas.  Keyser,  Moscow. 

T.  M.  Ferguson,  Ramsboro. 
Jas.  0.  Maxwell,  Portamouth. 
S.  Llewellen*,  Coalton. 
*Chas.  H.  Newton,  Marietta. 
David  Lenz,  Antioch. 
J.  W.  Osborn,  Cadiz. 
J.  Reeder,  Kensington. 
S.  L.  Love,  Warren. 
S.  Daniels,  Agosta. 
G.  A.  Hubbard,  Cedron. 
J.  H.  Rickert,  Remson's  Comers. 
W.  S.  Erake,  Ravenna. 
John  McCuUock,  Millersburgh. 
W.  A.  Lovett,  Newark. 
J.  W.  Streubz,  Logan. 

E.  G.  Brooks,  Columbus. 
E.  L.  Dodson,  Springfield. 
H.  Wenger,  Vandalia. 

J.  P.  Dysert,  Rockford. 

W.  H.  Shaw,  Sidney. 

N.  E.  Prentice,  Payne. 

E.  A.  Bradley,  Delta. 

S.  Martine,  Napoleon. 

0.  P.  Norris,  West  Mill  Grove. 

C.  C.  Clark,  Findlay. 

0.  W.  Weeks,  Marion. 

H.  K.  Spooner,  Republic. 

J.  C.  Lindsey,  Sandusky. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tB.  F.  Potts,  1866. 

tThos.  L.  Ypung,  1867. 

*J.  W.  Keifer,  Springfield,  '68-9-70. 

tWm.  C.  Buntz,  1871-2. 

G.  W.  Barber,  Cleveland,  1878-4. 

A.  C.  Voris,  Akron,  1876. 

tDeceased. 


tWm.  Earnshaw,  1876-7. 
IN.  L.  Guthrie,  1878. 
*Jas.  H.  Seymour,  1878. 
tJas.  H.  Steedman,  1879. 

D.  W.  Thomas,  Akron,  1880. 
♦J.  S.  Kountz,  Toledo,  1881. 
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OHIO— Concluded. 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


Cha8.  T.  Clark,  Columbus,  1882-8. 

H.  B.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati,  1884. 
*R.  B.  Brown,  Zanesville,  1885. 

A.  L.  Conger,  Akron,  1886. 

D.  C.  Putnam,  Springfield,  1887. 

J.  W.  O'Neall,  Lebanon,  1888. 

8.  H.  Hurst,  Chillicothe,  1889. 
*P.  H.  Dowling,  Toledo,  1890. 


A.  W.  Warner,  Cincinnati,  1891. 
*I.  F.  Mack,  Sandusky,  1892. 

L.  H.  Williams,  Ripley,  1898. 
*E.  E.  Nutt,  Sidney,  1894. 
*Chas.  Townsand,  Athens,  1895. 
*E.  L.  Lybarger,  Spring  Mountain, 

1896. 


OKLAHOMA.     (44.) 

Organized  Aug.  27,  1890.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1898, 

^Commander C.  R.  Young,  Guthrie. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander  John  McKee,  Arapaho. 

Junior  Vice-Commander C.  N.  Points,  Shawnee. 

^Assistant  Adjutant- General M.  L.  Mock,  Guthrie. 


1,158. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


E.  H.  Cook  (at  large),  Hennessy. 
*G.  D.  Munger,  Oklahoma  City. 


ALTERNATES. 


J.  P.  Barton,  Ponca. 
*C.  McKinney,  Norman. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


C.  M.  Bamess,  Guthrie,  1890. 
tG.  M.  Colton,  1891. 
ThoB.  Soward,  Perry,'  1893. 


J.  P.  Cummins,  Kingfisher,  1894. 
H.  G.  Trosper,  Oklahoma  City,*95. 
W.  H.  Cater,  Nesbitt,  1896. 


OREGON.     (26.) 

Organized  Sept.  28,  1882.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896, 

Commander Frank  Reisner,  Eugene. 

Senior  Vice-Commander H.  V.  Gates,  Hillsboro. 

Junior  Vice-Commander J.  S.  Foss,  Portland. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General W.  N.  Morse,  Portland. 


1,981. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


M.  L.  Pratt  (at  large),  E.  Portland. 
•T.  C.  Smith,  Salem. 
A.  J.  Goodbrod,  La  Grande. 
tDeceated. 


ALTERNATES. 


Jno.  Gurdane,  Pendleton. 
Henry  Rand,  Junction  City. 
A.  W.  Gowan,  Burns. 
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THIRTY-FIBST  NATIONAL  BNOAMPMBNT 


OREGON— Concluded. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMAKDERS. 


G.  B.  Cankin,  Portland,  1883. 
fF.  J.  Babcock,  1884. 

F.  H.  Lamb,  Portland,  1886-6. 

M.  L.  Olmstead,  Baker  City,  1887. 

A.  E.  Borthwick,  Portland,  1888. 

E.  B.  McElroy,  Salem,  1889. 
fJames  A.  Vamey,  1890. 


0.  Summers,  Portland,  1891. 
H.  H.  Northup,  Portland,  1892. 
J.  C.  Cooper,  McMinnville,  1893. 
S.  B.  Ormsby,  Argenti,  1894. 
E.  W.  Allen,  Portland,  1896. 
D.  C.  Sherman,  Salem,  1896. 


PENNSYLVANIA.     (3.) 

Organized  Jan.  16,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     36,029. 

^Commander Wm.  D.  Stauffer,  Lancaster. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Wm.  B.  Keller,  Johnstown. 

♦Junior  Vice- Commander Samuel  Scott,  Allegheny. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General Chas.  L.  Leiper,  Philadelphia. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*L.  C.  Darte  (at  large),  Wilkes  Barre. 

G^o.  W.  Skinner,  McConnelsburg. 
*A.  C.  Beinohl,  Lancaster. 

J.  D.  Hicks,  Altoona. 
♦E.  Walton,  Philadelphia. 
♦James  Thompson,  Philadelphia. 
*J.  H.  Druckemiller,  Lehighton. 
*M.  A.  Gherst,  Lebanon. 
*Wm.  H.  Winter,  Philadelphia. 
*D.  Bohannon,  Pittsburg. 
*J.  F.  Osier,  Shamokin. 
*J.  J.  Eberhardt,  Philadelphia. 
*A.  J.  Ackerly,  Waverly. 

A.  C.  Koser,  Mechanicsburg. 
*G.  W.  Jeffries,  Philadelphia. 
♦B.  B.  Atherton,  Scranton. 
*C.  J.  Harrison,  Somerset. 
♦Fred  Beuchler,  Allegheny. 
♦S.  A.  Losch,  Schuylkill  Haven. 
♦G.  S.  Shattuck,  Meadville. 
♦F.  B.  Speakman,  Coatesville. 
♦J.  Swartz,  Philadelphia. 
♦W.  J.  Hamilton,  Pittsburg. 

t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 

♦T.  N.  Boyle,  Pittsburg. 
♦I.  N.  Sutman,  Monon'gahela. 
♦J.  I.  Shoemaker,  Wyoming. 
♦J.  H.  Westbrook,  Huntingdon. 

P.  E.  Shipler,  Mercer. 

L.  C.  Brinton,  Phillipsburg. 

J.  McNevin,  Altoona. 

J.  A.  Wilt,  Towanda. 

James  Moore,  Johnstown. 

A.  J.  Musser,  Columbia. 

A.  J.  Greenfield,  Oil  City. 

0.  Jones,  Philadelphia. 

B.  0.  Camp,  Montrose. 
P.  R.  Kirk,  Bryn  Mawr. 
A.  H.  Burnett,  Greenville. 
H.  A.  Miller,  HoUidaysburg. 
N.  S.  Falconer,  Warren. 

C.  A.  Gosner,  Easton. 

H.  F.  Glass,  Philadelphia. 
J.  Gould,  Mt.  Carmel. 
G.  D.  Runk,  Clearfield. 
J.  W.  Hough,  Uniontown. 

1.  C.  Booth,  Philadelphia. 
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PENNSYLVANIA— CWcluded. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*W.  N.  Reynolds,  Tunkhannock. 
*T.  Irwin,  Allegheny. 
*G.  G.  Lindsay,  Marietta. 
*L.  Bnch,  Reading. 
*Wm.  G.  Palmer,  Philadelphia. 
J.  H.  TiCvan,  Minersville. 
♦E.  L.  Schroder,  York. 
*J.  A.  Weible,  Tidionte. 
*J.  B.  Holmes,  Springdale. 
*A.  N.  Shafer,  Erie. 
*T.  Schweriner,  Philadelphia. 
*J.  G.  Howe,  Bradford. 
*H.  D.  Potts,  Harrisburg. 


ALTERNATES. 

V.  C.  Knorr,  Braddock. 

G.  W.  Reeder,  Allen  town. 

Wm.  Stiles,  Philadelphia. 

D.  A.  Jones,  Pittsburg. 

B.  F.  Harris,  Philadelphia. 

H.  R.  Fnlton,  Lancaster. 

J.  H.  Heckman,  South  Bethlehem. 

J.  Undercofler,  Philadelphia. 

8.  J.  Patterson,  Wilkes  Barre. 

A.  S.  Love,  New  Castle. 

S.  L.  Coover,  Verona. 

J.  S,  De  Silva,  Mahanoy  City. 

A.  B.  King,  West  Newton. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT    COMMANDERS. 


♦Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  ^66-7. 

A.  L.  Pearson,  Pittsburg,  1868. 

0.  C.  Bosbyshell,  Philadelphia,  *69. 
*R.  B.  Beath,  Philadelphia,  1878. 
fA.  W.  Norris,  1874. 
*W.  W.  Tyson,  Erie,  1876. 
*Jas.  W.  Latta,  Harrisburg,  1876. 

S.  i.  Givin,  Philadelphia,  1877. 
*Cha8.  T.  Hull,  Athens,  1878. 
♦Geo.  L.  Brown,  Minersville,  1879. 
*C.  W.  Hazzard,  Monongahela,  1880. 
fJohn  Taylor,  1S81. 
*J.  M.  Vanderslice,  Philadelphia,  '82. 

E.  8.  Osborne,  Wilkes  Barre,  1888. 


F.  H.  Dyer,  Detroit,  Mich.,  1884. 
A.  Curtin,  Chester  Springs,  1886. 

*J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Lebanon,  1886. 
tSamuel  Harper,  1887. 
*F.  J.  Magee,  Wrightsville,  1888. 
*T.  J.  Stewart,  Harrisburg,  1889. 
*J.  F.  Denniston,  Pittsburg,  1890. 

G.  G.  Boyer,  Harrisburg,  1891. 
*J.  P.  Taylor,  Reedsville,  1892. 
*T.  G.  Sample,  Allegheny,  1893. 
*Wm.  Emsley,  Philadelphia,  1894. 
*H.  H.  Cummings,  Tidioute,  1896. 
♦Alfred  Darte,  Wilkes  Barre,  1896. 


POTOMAC.     (14.) 

Organized  Feb.  18,  1869.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     2,861. 

♦Commander Thomas  S.  Hopkins,  Washington. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander J.  F.  Raub,  Washington. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander J.  E.  McCabe,  Washington. 

'^Assistant  Adjutant-General Arthur  Hendricks,  Washington. 

t  Deceased. 
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THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL   ENCAMPMENT 


POTOMAC— Concluded. 


REPRESBNTATirSS. 


Howard  M.  Gillman  (at  large), 

Washington. 
*John  P.  Quander,  Washington. 
*John  C.  S.  Burger,  Washington. 
*Henry  W.  Eno,  Washington. 


ALTERNATES. 


*  Jacob  Moore,  Washington. 
Rudolph  Ullmer,  Washington. 
Dr.  A.  C.  Adams,  Washington. 
S.  F.  Hamilton,  Washington. 


PAST  DEPARTMEKr  COMMANDERS. 


fTimothy  Luby,  1870-2. 

P.  H.  Sprague,  Washington,  '73-4. 
*B.  F.  Hawkes,  Washington,  1876. 
*A.  H.  G.  Richardson,  Washington, 

1877. 

(Jeo.  E.  Corson,  Washington,  1878. 

Harrison  Dingman,  Washington, 

1879. 

C.  C.  Royce,  Chico,  Cal.,  1880. 
*William  Gibson,  Washington,  1881. 

S.  S.  Burdett,  Washington,  1882-3. 
*D.  S.  Alexander,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  '84. 


♦N.  M.  Brooks,  Washington,  1885. 

J.  B.  Burke,  Washington,  1886-7. 

Chas.  P.  Lincoln,  Washington,  '88. 

W.  S.  Odell,  Washington,  1889. 
*M.  Emmett  Urell,  Washington,  '90. 
*J.  M.  Pipes,  Washington,  1891. 
♦A.  F.  Dinsmore,  Washington,  1892. 

S.  E.  Faunce,  Washington,  1898. 
*N.  Bickford,  Washington,  1894. 
*M.  T.  Anderson,  Washington,  1895. 
*John  McElroy,  Washington,  1896. 


RHODE  ISLAND.     (11.) 

Organized  March  24,  1868.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     2,307. 

•Commander Livingston  Scott,  Woonsocket 

•Senior  Vice  Commander Samuel  W.  K.  Allen,  E.  Greenwich. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander Charles  0.  Ballou,  Providence. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General Philip  S.  Chase,  Providence. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

Jas.  S.  Hudson  (at  large). 

Providence. 
Chas.  P.  Moies,  Central  Falls. 
Stephen  J.  West,  Providence. 


ALTERNATES. 


Joseph  B.  Holmes,  River  Point. 
R.  Harrj'  Robinson,  Providence. 
E.  F.  Dustin,  Providence. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


fAmbrose  E.  Bumside,  1868. 

Horatio  Rogers,  Providence,  1869. 

C.  R.  Brayton,  Providence,  1870-1. 
*E.  H.  Rhodes,  Providence,  1872-8. 
t  Deceased. 


tEdwin  Metcalf,  1874. 
tE.  C.  Pomroy,  1875. 

Chas.  H.  Williams,  Providence,  '76. 

H.  J.  Spooner,  Providence,  1877. 
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RHODE  ISLAND— Concluded. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


♦Fred.  A.  Arnold,  Providence,  1878. 

H.  R.  Baker,  Providence,  1879. 

C.  C.  Gray,  Providence,  1880. 
fWilliam  H.  P.  Steere,  1881. 

H.  F.  Jenks,  Pawtucket,  1882. 
*P.  S.  Chase,  Providence,  1888. 

A.  K.  McMahon,  Newport,  1884. 
E.  A.  Cory,  Camden,  N.  J.,  1886. 
T.  A.  Barton,  Providence,  1886. 

B.  L.  Hall,  Bristol,  1887. 


Gideon  Spencer,  Providence,  1888. 

Alonzo  Williams,  Providence,  1889. 

B.  F.  Davis,  Pawtucket,  1890. 

B.  H.  Child,  Providence,  1891. 
♦David  S.  Ray,  E.  Providence,  1892. 
tGeo.  T.  Cranston,  1893. 

Chas.  H.  Baker,  Bristol,  1894. 

D.  R.  Ballou,  Providence,  1895. 
♦William  E.  Stone,  Providence,  1896v 


SOUTH  DAKOTA.     (29.) 

Organized  March  20,  1883.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896, 

♦Commander C.  B.  Clark,  Huron. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander N.  B.  Packard,  Redfield. 

Junior  Vice-Commander Bailey  Madbon,  Sturgis. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General , E.  C.  Walton,  Huron. 


2,200. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


♦J.  A.  Pickler  (at  large),  Faulkton. 
♦J.  L.  Babcock,  Aberdeen. 
♦F.  Lillibridge,  Pierre. 


ALTERNATES. 


D.  Steward,  Arlington. 
J.  P.  Hawn,  Canton. 
Jos.  Elson,  Northville. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


fThos.  S.  Free,  1888-4-5. 

♦W.V.  Lucas,  Hot  Springs,  1885-6-7. 

H.  Allen,  Fargo,  N.  Dak.,  1887. 

S.  F.  Hammond,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 

1888. 

Geo.  A.  Silsby,  Mitchell,  1889. 


C.  S.  Palmer,  Sioux  Falls,  1891. 
♦N.  C.  Nash,  Canton,  1893. 
♦Geo.  W.  Carpenter,  Watertown,  '94. 
♦S.  R.  Drake,  Plankinton,  1895. 
tJohn  Ackley,  1896. 
♦John  F.  Baker,  Hermosa,  1896. 


TENNESSEE.     (34.) 

Organized  Feb.  26,  1884.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896, 

♦Commander H .  B.  Case,  Chattanooga. 

•Senior  Vice-Commander J.  A.  Reep,  Vincennes,  Ind. 

Junior  Vice-Commander W.  F.  McCarron,  Athens. 

♦Assistant  Acyutant-General Chas.  W.  Biese,  Chattanooga. 

t  Deceased. 


2,606. 
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TENNESSEE— Concluded. 


RBPRESENTATIYBS. 

*Wm.  H.  Nelson  (at  large), 

Johnson  City. 
*D.  M.  Steward,  Chattanooga. 
A.  J.  Steele,  Memphis. 
♦I.  C.  Mulvihill,  Nashville. 


ALTERNATES. 


J.  J.  Heuser,  Nashville. 

J.  S.  Menkin,  Memphis. 
*S.  W.  Pickens,  Sevierville. 
*Geo.  W.  Patten,  Chattanooga. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


t  Edward  Jones,  1886. 
E.  E.  Winters,  Macon,  Ga.,  1886. 
Wm.  Ramage,  Knoxville,  1887. 
Wm.  Rule,  Knoxville,  1888. 


A.J.  Gahagan,  Chattanooga,  1891. 
»H.  C.  Whitaker,  New  Market,  1892. 
F.  Seaman,  Knoxville,  1893. 
W.E.  F.  Milburn,  Greeneville,  1894. 


A.  H.  Pettibone,  Greenville,  1889.        *Wm.  J.  Smith,  Memphis,  1895. 
*Chas.  F.  Muller,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  1890.      *H.  B.  Case,  Chattanooga,  1896. 


TEXAS.     (38.) 

Organized  March  26,  1886.             Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  189Q, 
^Commander Ed.  Ketchum,  Galveston. 

Senior  Vice-Commander L.  C.  Deeds,  Dallas. 

*Junior  Vice-Commander J.  0.  Estabrook,  Paris. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General Frank  L.  Kirk,  Galveston. 


786. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERNATES. 


H.  T.  Rue  (at  large),  Houston. 
J.  L.  Tygard,  Denison. 


M.  J.  Keating,  S.  Antonio. 
J.  M.  Diehl,  Fort  Worth. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


tE.  J.  Davis,  1882. 

W.  D.  Wjlie,  Dallas,  1886. 

0.  T.  Lyon,  Sherman,  1886. 
fWm.  H.  Sinclair,  1887. 
fj.  C.  DeGress,  1888. 

A.  G.  Malloy,  El  Paso,  1889. 

A.  K.  Taylor,  Houston,  1890. 


*M.  W.  Maun,  Dallas,  1891. 
to.  G.  Peterson,  1892. 

Jno.  W.  Parks,  Dallas,  1893. 

R.  M.  Moore,  San  Antonio,  1894. 

W.  W.  Bostwick,  Denison,  1896. 
*G.  W.  McCorraick,  Dallas,  1896. 


UTAH.     (33.) 

Organized  Oct.  19,  1888.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     176. 

Commander Thos.  C.  Bailey,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Senior  Vice-Commander A.  S.  Condon,  Ogden. 

Junior  Vice- Commander Alfred  Saxey,  Provo. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General C.  0.  Famsworth,  Salt  I^ake  City. 

t  Deceased. 
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UTAH— Concluded. 

REPRESENTATIYBS.  ALTERNATES. 

Rudolph  Alff  (at  large),  Thomas  Lundy,  Ogden. 

Salt  Lake  City, 


PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tGeo.  C.  Douglass,  1888. 
fRausford  Smith,  1884. 

H.  C.  Wardleigh,  Ogdeu,  1886. 
fElijah  Sells,  1886. 
fEli  H.  Murray,  1887. 

Nathan  Kimball,  Ogden,  1888. 

Henry  T.  Snyder,  Ogden,  1889. 


Henry  Page,  Salt  Lake,  1890. 

Prank  HoflFman,  Salt  Lake,  1891. 
fj.  R.  Elliott,  1892. 

Jno.  W.  Greenman,  Salt  Lake,  '98. 
*Thoma8  C.  Iliff,  Salt  Lake,  1894. 

C.  0.  Farnsworth,  Salt  Lake,  1896. 

M.  M.  Kellogg,  Provo,  1896. 


VERMONT.     (13.) 

Organized  Oct  23,  1868.  Number  of  membera  Dec.  81,  1896, 

♦Commander E.  W.  Jewett,  Swanton. 

*Senior  Vice-Commander C.  T.  S.  Pierce,  Vergennes. 

•Junior  Vice-Commander M.  J.  Sargent,  Royalton. 

•Assistant  Adjutant-General E.  J.  Ranslow,  Swanton. 


4,628. 


REPRBSBNTATIYES. 

F.  Kenfield  (at  large),  Morrisville. 
*A.  M.  Downs,  Bennington. 
*T.  Benton  Kelly,  Rutland. 
*D.  W.  Davis,  Chester. 
♦H.  E.  Foster,  Derby  Line. 
*Fred  F.  Gleason,  Brattleboro. 


ALTERNATES. 

*R.  0.  Sturtevant,  Swanton. 
Wm.  M.  Currier,  Island  Pond. 
F.  H.  Piper,  Middlebury. 
A.  P.  Ranney,  Putney. 
H.  B.  Wedge,  Montpelier. 
C.  F.  Ferrin,  Essex  Junction. 


PAST   DEPARTMENT    COMMANDERS. 


tGeo.  P.  Foster,  1868-9. 
*W.  W.  Henry,  Burlington,  1870-1. 
W.  G.  Veazy,  Washington,  D.  C, 

1872-8. 
S.  Thomas,  Montpelier,  1874-5. 
T.  S.  Peck,  Burlington,  1876-7. 
J.  H.  Goulding,  Wilmington,  '78-9. 
Geo.  W.  Hooker,  Brattleboro,* 80-1. 
A.  B.  Valentine,  Bennington,  '82-3. 
C.  C.  Kinsman,  Rutland,  1884. 
W.  L.  Greenleaf,  Burlington,  1886. 
t  Deceased. 
4 


Geo.  T.  Childs,  St.  Albans,  1886. 
P.  D.  Blodgett,  St.  Johnsbuiy,  '87. 
*H.  E.  Taylor,  Brattleboro,  1888. 

A.  S.  Tracy,  Middlebury,  1889 
*Z.  M.  Mansur,  Island  Pond,  1890. 
*D.  L.  Morgan,  Rutland,  1891. 

Hugh  Henry,  Chester,  1892. 
Geo.  W.  Doty,  Morrisville,  1893. 
C.  F.  Branch,  Transferred  1896,  '94. 

B.  Cannon,  Jr.,  Bellows  Falls,  1896. 
*N.  M.  Puffer,  Bennington,  1896. 
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VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA.     (15.) 

Organized  July  27,  1871.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,     1,296. 

♦Commander John  W.  Stebbins,  Norfolk. 

Senior  Vice-Commander J.  V.  Davis,  Alexandria,  Va. 

♦Junior  Vice- Commander W.  S.  Wilson,  Norfolk. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant- General Wm.  N.  Eaton,  Portsmouth. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦A.  A.  Eager  (at  large),  C.  D.  Grew,  Portsmouth. 

National  Home,  D.  V.  S.         John  Turner,  National  Home, 
♦Lewis  Dawley,  Norfolk.  D.  V.  S. 

PASr   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

H.  Carlisle,  Portemouth,  1871-2.  fH.  de  B.  Clay,  1886-6. 
♦Wm.  N.  Eaton,  Portsmouth,  1874.  J.W.  Woodman,  Portemouth, '87-8. 

tWm.  H.  Appenzeller,  1876-6.  fR.  P.  Wheeler,  1889. 

Wm.  Ryder,  Portsmouth,  1877.  N.  J.  Smith,  Richmond,  1890. 

tR.  G.  Staples,  1878.  H.  B.  Nichols,  Norfolk,  1891. 

♦R.  Bond,  Phoebus,  1879.  ♦Edgar  Allan,  Washington,  D.  C, 

A.  B.  Hurlburt,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1892. 

1880.        T.  T.  Whitcomb,  Elizabeth  City, 
fW.  Hervey  King,  1881.  N.  C,  1893. 

P.  T.  Woodfin,  National  Home,  ♦J.  G.  Fulton,  Ft.  Monroe,  1894. 
D.  V.  S.,  1882-8.        J.  E.  Porter,  Pitteburgh,  Pa.,  '96. 
♦B.  C.  Cook,  Richmond,  1884.  .  H.  W.  Weiss,  Emporia,  1896. 


WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA.     (30.) 

Organized  June  20,  1883.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1896,    2,209. 

Commander J.  F.  McLean,  Walla  Walla. 

Senior  Vice-Commander H.  C.  Funk,  Vancouver. 

Junior  Vice-Commander H.  H.  Wolfe,  Dayton. 

Assistant  Adjutant-General E.  H.  Nixon,  Walla  Walla. 


REPRESENT  ATIYBS. 


G.  W.  Tibbette  (at  large)  Issaquah. 
R.  G.  Hoge,  Tacoma. 
♦H.  E.  Famsworth,  Pomeroy. 

t  Deceased. 


ALTERNATES. 


J.  W.  Range,  Seattle. 
♦William  Fox,  Seattle. 
C.  W.  Snyder,  Tacoma. 
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WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA— Concluded. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tGeo.  D.  Hill,  1883.  D.  G.  Lovell,  Tacoma,  1891. 

tH.  A.  Morrow,  1884.  J.  8.  Brown,  South  Bend,  1892. 

A.  M.  Brooks,  Seattle,  1885.  fJ.  F.  Sinclair,  1898. 

A.  P.  Curry,  Spokane,  1887.  J.  N.  Scott,  Port  Townsend,  1894. 

tJ.  W.  Sprague,  1888.  Norman  Buck,  Spokane,  1896. 

S.  G.  Cosgrove,  Pomeroy,  1889.  C.  T.  Patterson,  Tacoma,  1896. 

M.  M.  Holmes,  Olympia,  1890. 

WEST  VIRGINIA.     (28.) 

Organized  April  9,  1868.     Reorganized  Feb.  20,  1888. 

Number  of  members,  Dec.  81,  1896,     1,982. 

^Commander Thos.  A.  Maulsby,  Fairmont. 

•Senior  Vice- Commander Richard  Robertson,  Wheeling. 

Junior  Vice- Commander C.  R.  Lavalley,  Huntington. 

Assistant  Adjutant- General Thos.  W.  Swisher,  Fairmont 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

•W.  C.  Leonard  (at  large),  *C.  B.  Mcintosh,  Charleston. 

Parkersburg.         G.  W.  Pitner,  Wheeling. 
*Alix  C.  Moore,  Clarksburg.  S.  H.  Gramm,  Grafton. 

Thos.  C.  Miller,  Morgan  town. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 

W.  H.  H:  Flick,  Martinsburg,  *Geo.  J.  Walker,  Jackson,  C.  H., 

1882-8  1890. 

C.  B.  Smith,  Parkersburg,  1884.  I.  H.  Duval,  Wellsburg,  1891. 

tJohn  Carlin,  1886.  C.  E.  Anderson,  Weston,  1892. 

*G.  W.  Taggart,  Parkersburg,  1886.  Anthony  Smith,  Wick,  1898. 

Lee  Haymond,  Clarksburg,  1887.  F.  H.  Crago,  Wheeling,  1894. 

R.  B.  Fleming,  New  London,  Pa.,  R.  H.  Lee,  St.  Albans,  1895. 

1888.  R.  H.  Freer,  Harrisville,  1896. 
S.  S.  Hazen,  Parkersburg,  1889. 

WISCONSIN.     (2.) 

Organized  June  7,  1866.  Number  of  members  Dec.  81,  1896,     11,060. 

♦Commander E.  B.  Gray,  Madison. 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander E.  M.  Bartlett,  Eau  Claire. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Henry  A.  Heath,  Milwaukee. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant-General W.  H.  Bennett,  Madison. 

fDeccased. 
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WISCONSIN— Concluded. 


REPRESENTATIYES. 

*L.  J.  Billings  (at  large), 

Rhinelander. 
*G.  W.  Morton,  Berlin. 
*H.  C.  Patnam,  Broadhead. 
*E.  W.  Kejes,  Lake  Mills. 
*N.  E.  Birchard,  Boscobel. 
*E.  S.  Elliott,  Milwaukee. 
*M.  L.  Snyder,  Waukesha. 
*H.  E.  Coates,  Nunah. 
*J.  G.  Taylor,  Black  River  Falls. 
*G.  W.  Sutherland,  Cliutonville. 
♦H.  R.  Allen,  Merrill. 
*N.  Burch,  Menomenee. 


ALTERNATES. 

H.  D.  Barnes,  Elkhorn. 
R.  H.  Gillette,  Milwaukee. 
W.  H.  Laing,  Racine. 
James  Price,  Rio. 
J.  S.  Worthman,  Baraboo. 
P.  Strassberger,  Milwaukee. 
H.  Sheldon,  Plymouth. 
A.  V.  D.  Kelley,  Brandon. 
C.  E.  Scott,  Whitehall. 
J.  H.  Woodnorth,  Waupaca. 
M.  H.  Bamum,  Wansau. 
W.  S.  Ensign,  River  Falls. 


PAST    DEPARTMENT   COMMANDERS. 


Jas.  K.  Proudfit,  Kansas  City,  Kan., 

1866. 
tH.  A.  Starr,  1867. 
fj.  M.  Rusk,  1868. 
*T.  S.  Allen,  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  '69-70. 

E.  Ferguson,  Milwaukee,  1871-2. 
fA.  J.  McCoy,  1878. 
G.  A.  Hanaford,  Chicago,  III., 

1874-75. 
fJohn  Hancock,  1876. 

H.  G.  Rogers,  Milwaukee,  1877. 
*S.  F.  Hammond,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 

1878. 
G.  J.  Thomas,  Harvard,  Neb., 

1879-80-1. 

t  Deceased. 


H.  M.  Enos,  Waukesha,  1882. 

P.  Cheek,  Baraboo,  1883-4. 
t James  Davidson,  1886. 

H.  P.  Fischer,  Milwaukee,  1886. 
*M.  Griffin,  Eau  Claire,  1887. 
*A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  1888-9. 
*L.  Ferguson,  Brandon,  1889. 
*B.  F.  Bryant,  La  Crosse,  1890. 
♦W.  H.  Upham,  Marshfield,  1891. 
*C.  B.  Welton,  Madison,  1892. 
*E.  A.  Shores,  Ashland,  1893. 
*J.  A.  Watrous,  Milwaukee,  1894. 
*W.  D.  Hoard,  Ft.  Atkinson,  1895. 
*D.  Lloyd  Jones,  Milwaukee,  1896. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  PENSIONS. 

John  P,  S.  Gobin,  Chairman,  Geo.  H.  Hopkins,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Lebanon,  Pa.       H.  B.  Case,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
W.  W.  Dudley,  Washington,  D.  C.         E.  C.  Stahl,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

COMMITTEE  ON  SCHOOL  HISTORIES. 

A.  0.  Marsh,  Chairman,  Thos.  G.  Sample,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Winchester,  Ind.       Wm.  M.  Olin,  Boston,  Mass. 
M.N. Dickinson, Warren8burgh,N.Y.       Rev.  D.  C.  Milner,  Chicago,  111. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FREDERICKSBURG  BATTLE- 
FIELD NATIONAL  PARK. 

Edgar  Allan,  Chairman,  Leo  Rassienr,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Richmond,  Va.  Henry  E.  Taintor,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Chas.  P.  Lincoln,  Washington,  D.  C.  Daniel  R.  Ballon,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Albert  E.  Sholes,  Augusta,  Ga.  Jesse  B.  Strode,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

COMMITTEE  ON  REPRINTING  PROCEEDINGS  OF 
NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENTS. 

Robert  B.  Beath,  Chairman,  J.  M.  Vanderslice,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Philadelphia,  Pa.      J.  H.  Holcomb,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

COMMITTEE  UPON  THE  ERECTION  OF  A  MONU- 
MENT TO  THE  LOYAL  WOMEN  OF  THE  WAR. 

Ell  Torrance,  Chairman,  Charles  Townsand,  Athens,  Ohio. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.  James  A.  Sexton,  Chicago,  111. 

S.  S.  Burdett,  Washington,  D.  C.  Geo.  A.  Newman,  Cedar  Falls,  la. 

Ira  M.  Hedges,  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.  Washington  Gardner,  Lansing,  Mich. 

GRANT  MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE. 

S.  S.  Burdett,  Chairman,  Robert  B.  Beath,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Selden  Connor,  Portland,  Me. 

Russell  A.  Alger,  Detroit,  Mich.  E.  S.  Gray,  Middleport,  Ohio. 

Wheelock  G.  Veazey,  Horace  S.  Clark,  Mattoon,  111. 

Washington,  D.  C. 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

Charles  E.  Burmester,  Henry  A.  Heath,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Adjutant-General,  Omaha,  Neb.       Geo.  Stoll,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
J.  M.  Vernon,  Chicago,  HI.  John  E.  Evans,  North  Platte,  Neb. 

The  address  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  reports 
of  the  officers,  were  as  follows: 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Cbmrades: 

Once  more  we  have  assembled  in  annual  Encampment  to 
render  an  account  of  our  stewardship,  to  renew  old  associations, 
to  l^islate  for  the  present,  to  plan  for  the  future.  We  meet  in 
Fraternity,  Charity,  and  Loyalty,  and  may  all  our  hearts  unite  as 
one  in  sustaining  the  great  objects  of  our  Order. 

Thank  Grod  we  still  live  to  enjoy  in  peace  and  prosperity 
the  land  we  helped  to  save ! 

The  last  National  Encampment  did  well  in  selecting,  as  the 
place  of  holding  the  Thirty-first  Encampment,  this  beautiful  city 
of  Buffalo,  so  representative  as  it  is  of  the  business  and  social 
interests  of  the  great  Ertipire  State.  No  city  and  a)unty  in  the 
country  resiwnded  more  promptly  and  more  enthusiastically  than 
Buffalo  and  Erie  county  when  help  was  most  needed,  and  this 
city,  where  we  are  to-day  assembled,  is  the  central  point  from 
about  which  more  men  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Volunteers  than 
from  any  other  point  in  the  country,  and  thus  is  accounted  for 
the  great  number  of  Veterans  that  return  here  to-day ;  and  her 
citizens,  always  loyal,  proud  of  their  city  and  state,  have  worked 
inceasantly  to  make  this  Encampment  a  most  successful  one. 
That  they  have  succeeded  I  need  not  say.  It  remains  but  for 
you  to  enjoy  to  the  full  their  unbounded  hospitality. 

Comrades,  when  at  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment, 
held  at  St.  Paul,  you  unanimously  selected  me  to  be  your  stand- 
ard beaivr,  1  said  to  you  that  you  had  placed  me  under  a  double 
obligation  to  you.  You  had  selected  me  from  among  a  number 
of  your  most  faithful  servants  whose  ambition  to  be  C^ommander- 
in-Chief  I  admired.  You  had  required  me  t*)  follow  in  the  foot- 
steps of  a  long  line  of  magnificent  leaders  who  had  most  su(x«8S- 
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fully  administered  your  affairs.  I  felt  my  inability  to  meet  the 
great  requirements  of  this  high  position.  I  have  tried  to  do  a 
soldier's  duty,  with  an  eye  single  to  the  best  interests  of  our  noble 
Order.  You  have  one  and  all,  as  I  asked  you,  strongly  sus- 
tained me,  and,  by  your  splendid  comradeship,  have  lightened  the 
responsibilities  and  made  the  work  pleasant.  I  can  never  find 
words  to  express  to  you  my  deep  sense  of  appreciation  of  the 
honor  conferred  upon  me.  At  the  close  of  my  stewardship  I  can 
only  pledge  to  you  my  faithfulness  to  my  successors  and  my  con- 
tinued service  in  the  ranks.  I  have  given  the  entire  year  to  the 
work  of  the  Order,  have  traveled  somewhat  over  thirty-five  thou- 
sand miles,  have  visited  every  Department  that  I  could  reach  at 
their  Encampments,  some  at  other  than  their  Encampment  dates, 
besides  very  many  Posts  and  Reunions,  and  have  been  splendidly 
received  everywhere  by  veterans  and  all  other  citizens,  and  by 
reason  of  these  visits  have  been  greatly  impressed  with  the  spirit 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  comrades  and  the  very  high  position 
the  Order  occupies  in  the  hearts  of  our  people.  The  work  of 
the  volunteer  soldier  from  1861  to  1865  is  a  matter  of  history, 
and  can  be  read  by  every  one.  In  my  public  addresses  I  have 
confined  myself  to  the  work  of  the  Grand  Army  to-day  and  I 
have  been  gratified  and  fiattei'ed  at  the  reception  accorded  my 
remarks. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  make  special  allusion  to  my  visits  in 
the  Southern  Departments,  where  I  made  it  a  point  to  come  in 
contact,  as  much  as  possible,  with  the  men  who  wore  the  grey 
and  their  finends.  My  receptions  there  will  ever  be  a  warm  spot 
in  my  memory;  my  conception  of  American  manhood  and  Ameri- 
can bravery  has  been  greatly  magnified.  I  m6t  no  warmer 
grasps,  no  heartier  Godspeeds  in  patriotic  work  than  from  our 
once  enemies,  now  friends.  I  found  Old  Glory  floating  as  high, 
her  stars  as  bright,  her  stripes  as  broad  in  the  Southland  as  at 
home.  My  sentiment,  "One  country,  one  flag,  one  people,  one 
destiny,"  met  as  hearty  a  response  in  Georgia  as  in  Massachusetts, 
and  more  than  once,  after  my  public  receptions  there,  I  repeated 
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to  myself,  over  the  work  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  that  country,  the 
doxology,  *^  Praise  Grod,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow."  The 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  can  do  no  grander  work  for  their 
country  to-day  than  to  strengthen  in  those  good  people  their 
devotion  to  the  land  we  all  so  dearly  loVe, — to  help  to  blot  out 
the  resentments  of  the  past. 

It  has  been  my  proud  privilege  during  the  year  to  partici- 
pate in  the  last  tributes  to  two  of  our  great  military  leaders  and 
comrades.  On  April  27,  in  New  York,  I  commanded  the  G. 
A.  R.  division  in  one  of  the  grandest  pageants  ever  seen  in  this 
country,  at  the  dedication  of  the  memorial  tomb  of  Greneral 
Ulysses  S.  Grant.  This  great  tribute  showed  the  high  position 
occupied  by  him  as  a  soldier,  a  statesman,  a  citizen,  and  a  patriot 
in  the  hearts  of  these  people.  His  tomb  on  those  beautiful 
heights  by  the  river  will  be  the  Mecca  for  future  patriots.  The 
number  of  participating  veterans  on  this  occasion  was  large  and 
most  creditable. 

On  July  22,  at  Chicago,  I  participated  in  the  unveiling  of 
an  equestrian  statue  of  our  Past  Commander-in-Chief  and  com- 
rade, the  ideal  volunteer  soldier  of  the  war,  Greneral  John  A. 
Logan,  erected  by  the  state  of  Illinois.  Here  again  I  commanded 
the  very  large  and  most  creditable  veteran  division,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  great  outpouring  of  the  patriotic  people  assembled  from 
all  parts  of  the  great  West  to  pay  tribute  to  his  memory.  It 
makes  one's  heart  swell  with  pride  to  witness  the  devotion  of  the 
people  to  the  living  as  well  as  the  dead  who  responded  to  their 
country's  call  for  help. 

Upon  this  latter  occasion  the  great  interest  was  added  to  by 
the  invitation  to  participate  in  the  parade  and  exercises,  extended 
by  the  committee  of  arrangements  to  the  Confederate  veterans 
and  accepted  by  them,  quite  a  large  number  marching  in  the 
parade  under  the  escort  of  a  post  of  this  order.  Their  partici- 
pation shows  that  the  world  loves  a  brave  soldier. 

Upon  this  occasion  I  invited  General  John  B.  Gordon,  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Confederate  veterans,  to  ride  with  me. 
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that  all  the  world  might  see  that  the  war  was  over.  It  was  a 
source  of  great  regret  to  us  both  that  other  engagemeDts  prevented 
his  attendance.  I  also  invited  him  to  come  to  Buffalo  and  assist 
in  the  review  of  the  column  and  speak  at  our  camp-fires.  I  know 
you  would  have  made  him  welcome.  I  know  your  broad  Amer- 
ican spirit  would  have  given  him  a  warm  reception,  but  he  could 
not  come.     He  was  engaged  in  good  work  elsewhere. 

I  set  out  early  in  my  official  year  to  secure  the  attendance 
at  this  encampment  of  Comrade  William  McKinley,  President 
of  the  United  States,  believing  that  his  presence  would  add  much 
to  the  interest  of  the  occasion,  and  to  the  high  position  occupied 
by  our  Order.  His  acceptance  of  my  invitation  was  so  prompt 
and  cordial,  and  he  entered  into  every  detail  with  such  apparent 
pleasure,  as  to  more  than  ever  convince  me  that  there  is  no  tie  so 
strong  as  that  of  comradeship  welded  in  the  fire  of  battle.  His 
presence  here  has  been  an  inspiration  to  us  all,  and  we  hail  with 
delight  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  of  prosperity  which  we  see  break- 
ing on  all  sides. 

Comrades,  this  is  a  wonderful  country  of  ours.  One  who 
fills  the  high  position  of  Commander-in-Chief,  and  visits  the 
various  Departments,  and  studies  our  varied  and  wonderful  re- 
sources, cannot  but  be  convinced  that  if  we  only  knew  one  an- 
other better,  if  we  only  realized  how  great  we  are  in  everything 
that  goes  to  make  up  a  great  country,  we  would  indeed  be  one 
country  and  one  people,  before  whom  the  world  would  stand  in 
awe. 

The  duties  of  this  position  are  so  varied  and  so  great  that 
no  man  could  master  them  unless  aided  by  strong  men  in  every 
department  of  the  work,  and  in  this  regard  I  have  been  pecu- 
liarly fortunate  in  having  in  my  official  fiimily  men  of  brains, 
courage,  and  enthusiasm  for  the  Order,  without  whose  cordial 
co-operation  and  splendid  assistance  I  should  fear  the  result,  but 
with  which  it  seems  possible  to  surmount  any  obstacle.  I  need 
not  say  I  thank  these  helpful  comrades;  they  know  that 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

Without  disparagement  to  any  other,  no  one  ever  had  a 
more  &ithful  Adjutant-General.  In  season  and  out  of  season, 
amid  all  the  ups  and  downs  of  so  responsible  and  taxing  a  posi- 
tion, Comrade  Burmester  has  been  the  same  indefatigable,  pains- 
taking, and  even-tempered  worker,  the  results  of  which  show  in 
his  most  complete  and  satis&ctorj  report,  to  a  careful  perusal  of 
which  I  invite  your  close  attention. 

I^et  me  call  your  attention  here  briefly  to  the  condition  of 
membership,  as  reported  by  the  Adjutant-General: 

In  good  stending  June  80,  1896. 840,710 

Ghkins  since — 

By  muster  in 10,584 

By  transfer 4,881 

By  reinstatement 11,207 

By  delinquent  reinstatement 6,807 

Total  gain 82,929 

Aggregate 878,639 

Loss — 

By  death 7,516 

By  honorable  discharge 1,257 

By  transfer : ; 4,642 

By  suspension 80,771 

By  dishonorable  discharge 411 

By  delinquent  reports 8,981 

By  surrender  of  charter 606 

Totol  loss 64,183 

In  good  standing  June  80,  1897 319,456 

Remaining  suspended.. 48,860 

Total  membership 862,816 

The  beginning  of  the  end  is  in  sight,  the  day  of  smaller 
things  is  upon  us.  We  are  far  past  the  meridian  individually, 
and  as  an  order,  the  stream  is  running  rapidly  down  the  hill. 
Age  and  poverty  are  making  great  inroads  into  the  ranks.  Sus- 
pensions are  numerous,  charters  are  being  surrendered.  The 
hearts  are  in  the  right  place,  but  the  inevitable  is  before  us. 
\fVTiat  shall  we  do?     Stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  until  the  last 
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file  is  cloeecL  Recrait  the  ranks  until  every  honorable  disdiarge 
is  recorded  in  the  descriptive  book,  and  every  suspended  com- 
rade is  again  touching  elbow  with  his  fellows.  Establish  picket 
posts  along  the  whole  line  as  provided  in  the  Rules  and  Regula- 
tion&y  cheer  up  the  weakening,  encourage  the  thoughtless.  Stand 
by  your  comrades  though  all  the  world  assail. 

I  strongly  commend  to  the  Encampment  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Adjutant-General,  made  only  after  much  thought 
and  experience. 

FINANCES. 

The  Quartermaster-General  has  been  a  most  invaluable 
officer,  always  faithful,  attentive,  and  ready.  His  report  should 
have  careful  attention.  Owing  to  the  steady  decrease  in  the 
membership  and  the  very  small  burden  imposed  by  the  National 
per  capita  of  2^  cents,  I  believe  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
order  would  be  subserved  by  an  increase  of  one-half  cent  in  the 
per  capita,  making  it  three  instead  of  2^  cents  per  annum. 

soldiers'  homes. 

To  the  many  and  arduous  duties  of  my  &ithful  and  hard 
working  Inspector-Greneral  Comrade  Charles  A.Suydam,  I  added 
an  investigation  into  and  report  upon  Soldiers'  Homes,  that  we 
might  form  an  idea  of  the  munificence  of  our  government  in  this 
direction,  and  the  magnificent  manner  in  which  many  of  the 
states  have  fulfilled  their  obligations  to  the  veteran.  The  reports 
upon  this  subject,  while  very  incomplete,  afibrd  much  satis&ction 
at  the  thought  tliat  the  last  days  of  very  many  thousands  of  the 
old  veterans  have  been,  are  being,  and  will  continue  to  be  made 
comfortable  and  comparatively  happy,  and  free  from  the  trials 
and  struggles  of  the  outside  world,  with  which  they  are  by  age 
and  infirmity  unable  to  contend.  27,338  veterans  were  cared 
for  in  National  Homes  during  1896,  besides  many  more  in  State 
Homes.  The  good  thus  accomplished  by  a  magnanimous  people 
is  beyond  compare. 
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The  whole  report  is  most  interesting  and  I  commend  his 
recommendations  to  your  thoughtftd  consideration. 

MEMORIAI-.   DAY. 

The  report  of  our  most  sincere  and  earnest  Comrade  Mark 
B.  Taylor,  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  shows  fully  the  greatly  in- 
creased interest  manifested  everywhere  in  the  observance  of  this 
sacred  day.  It  should  be  read  by  everybody  interested.  There 
is  a  deep  meaning  to  Memorial  Day.  It  means  not  only  a  trib- 
ute and  an  honor  to  the  dead,  but  it  means  a  strong  and  lastmg 
lesson  in  patriotism  to  the  living.  The  assembling  of  the  chil- 
dren upon  these  occasions  and  their  participation  in  the  solemn 
exercises  of  the  day,  make  impressions  upon  their  young  minds 
that  time  cannot  e^ce,  and  as  a  result  of  such  participation,  and 
of  the  lessons  of  patriotism  taught  in  the  public  schools,  which 
the  Women's  Relief  Corps  and  the  comrades  have  so  greatly 
encouraged,  and  the  part  they  take  in  the  demonstrations  at  our 
Department  Encampments,  our  children  are  growing  up  so 
strengthened  and  imbued  with  love  of  country  and  the  flag,  and 
reverence  for  the  veteran  who  imperiled  his  life  for  them,  that  as 
they  grow  up  they  will  be  to  our  nation  as  a  great  rock  of  de- 
fense against  which  the  waves  of  trouble  may  beat  without  avail. 

Every  request  for  flags  with  which  to  decorate  the  graves  of 
our  comrades  in  the  national  cemeteries,  and  in  many  instances 
for  funds  to  defray  the  necessary  attendant  expenses.  We  were, 
through  the  generosity  of  Posts  and  Women's  Relief  Corps,  able 
to  comply  with,  and  we  know  of  no  neglected  graves  of  known 
or  unknown.  In  many  of  the  Southern  cemeteries  we  were 
aided  and  our  duties  lightened  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Con- 
federate veterans^  and  we  thank  them,  and  I  would  help  them  in 
their  sacred  work. 

In  a  number  of  cases,  too,  the  ceremonies  were  made  more 
elaborate  and  impressive  by  the  presence  of  regular  troops, 
directed  by  Comrade  Russell  A.  Alger,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  participate.     The  attendance  of  Posts  at  Sunday  Memorial 
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services  at  the  chardies  was  unusually  large,  and  this  beautiful 
custom  should  grow. 

In  more  than  ever  of  the  Departments  the  presence  of  one 
or  more  comrades  at  each  of  the  public  schools,  on  the  Friday 
before  Memorial  Day,  to  talk  to  the  children  on  the  objects  and 
lessons  of  Memorial  Day,  and  why  they  are  asked  to  bring 
flowers,  was  observed,  and  as  a  result  in  many  places  more  flow- 
ers were  contributed  than  could  be  conveniently  used.  This  is  a 
lasting  and  valuable  work  and  should  be  sacredly  attended  to  in 
every  Department. 

I  am  not  one  of  tliose  who  believe  that  a  day  established 
thirty  years  ago  by  our  beloved  Commander-in-Chief  Logan, 
and  since  made  a  holy  day,  and  a  holiday  by  l^al  enactment  in  a 
majority  of  the  states,  should  be  changed  simply  because  a  lot  of 
hoodlums,  or  thoughtless  men  and  women,  desecrate  it  by  games 
and  races.  A  large  majority  of  our  people  are  observers  of  the 
Sabbath  day  and  they  do  not  consider  parades  and  public  dem- 
onstrations seemly  upon  that  day,  and  their  wishes  should  be 
respected,  for  we  look  to  them  rather  than  to  the  thoughtless  for 
the  moral  support  we  need.  If  games  and  races  cannot  be  sup- 
pressed on  such  sacred  day  by  moral  suasion  and  the  effect  of  the 
participation  in  its  sacred  work  by  vast  numbers  of  our  best 
citizens,  then  no  change  of  day  could  effect  such  resuk. 

JUDICIAL  WORK. 

The  work  of  the  Judicial  Department  for  the  year  has  been 
quite  impDrtant  and  onerous,  and  I  commend  to  your  careful  con- 
sideration the  report  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General,  Comrade 
Albert  Clarke,  who  has  given  the  duties  of  the  office  great  care 
and  judgment.  I  strongly  endorse,  with  careful  restrictions,  the 
recommendations  made  by  him. 

THE   STAFF. 

I  have  been  singularly  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  my 
Oiief  of  Staffs,  and  Aides  in  the  several  Departments.     The 
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position  of  Aide-de-Camp  on  the  national  staff  has  long  been 
looked  upon  as  a  simple  honor  without  carrying  with  it  any  duty. 
This  was  not  the  case  in  the  army,  where  the  staff  were  at  all 
times  called  upon  for  the  most  delicate  and  dangerous  duty,  and 
if  efficient  were  a  necessity  to  the  commanding  officer. 

I  have  tried  to  impress  upon  my  staff,  and  have  been 
strongly  supported  therein  by  my  chief,  that  they  might  be  of 
great  service  to  both  myself  and  the  Order,  by  forming  associa- 
tions and  laying  out  work  and  making  details  for  visiting  and 
encouraging,  in  behalf  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Posts  of 
their  various  Departments.  I  am  gratified  that  these  suggestions 
have  been  carried  out  in  various  Departments,  and  much  good 
has  been  the  result  In  Cook  county,  Illinois,  the  staff  associa-  - 
tion  has  visited  every  Post  of  the  Order  there  and  has  done 
splendid  work,  for  which  I  thank  them.  I  return  my  most  sin- 
cere thanks  to  my  chief  and  all  the  members  of  my  personal  staff 
for  their  efficient  and  unselfish  service. 

MILITARY    INSTRUCTION   IN   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  believes  in  military 
instruction  in  the  public  schools,  because  it  is  good  for  the  boys 
mentally,  morally,  physically,  and  above  all  patriotically.  The 
report  of  my  Chief  Aide,  Capt  E.  L.  Zalinski,  on  this  subject^  is 
most  interesting.  He  has  given  much  time  and  of  his  untiring 
energy  to  this  field  of  work.  It  was  an  inspiring  sight  to  see 
four  thousand  boys  of  the  public  and  parochial  schools  of  New 
York  City,  in  uniform,  participating  in  the  tribute  to  Greneral 
U.  S.  Grant  at  tlie  inaugural  of  the  tomb,  through  the  especial 
effort  of  Capt  Zalinski.  So,  too,  have  I  been  inspired  in  many 
of  my  visits  to  public  schools  and  colleges,  in  various  localities 
during  the  year,  by  the  evolutions  of  the  companies  of  boy  sol- 
diers, their  marching  in  carrying  the  colors  to  be  saluted  by  the 
schools,  and  similar  exhibitions  in  which  they  evidently  take  so 
great  pride. 

It  is  my  hope  tliat  this  department  of  work  may  be  k^t 
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in  good  hands,  and  that  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Aide 
in  charge  may  be  approved. 

CUSTODIAN   OP    RECORDS. 

The  depository  of  the  records  and  archives  of  the  Order  at 
Philadelphia  has  proven  to  be  of  material  benefit,  which  will 
increase  as  the  order  grows  older.  The  painstaking  services  of 
Comrade  J.  H.  Holcomb,  the  Custodian,  are  greatly  appreciated 
and  his  report  commended. 

PENSIONS. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  have  given  much  attention  to 
this  branch  of  the  work,  until  quite  lately  with  but  little  effect. 
Within  the  last  few  months  the  latch-strings  have  been  loosened 
and  many  justly  entitled  pensioners  have  had  their  cases  acted 
apon;  others,  stopped  without  cause,  have  been  restored  to  the 
rolls,  and  the  machinery  of  that  great  department  of  the  govern- 
ment seems  to  have  been  oiled  with  the  oil  of  human  kiqdness 
and  honest  obligation  and  to  be  running  much  more  smoothly 
and  with  much  less  friction  than  before.  I  believe  it  will  not 
be  long  until  every  case  properly  made  up  will  be  reached  and 
receive  attention. 

SCHOOL   HISTORIES. 

No  subject  in  which  the  Grand  Army  is  interested  is  more 
important  than  that  the  truth  of  history  should  be  taught  to  our 
children.  The  committee  of  eminent  comrades  appointed  by  me 
to  consider  and  report  upon  this  subject  have  given  much  time 
and  thoughtful  consideration  to  it,  and,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
you  Will  be  surprised  at  their  findings,  and  I  feel  sure  you  will 
approve  their  report  and  recommendations.  It  is  certainly  not 
the  object  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  keep  open  the 
wounds  of  the  war,  but  of  this  we  are  determined,  that  one  side 
m  that  great  struggle  was  right  and  the  other  side  was  wrong — 
and  we  were  not  the  wrong  side,  and  we  don't  intend  that  our 
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children  shall  be  taught  that  we  were.  I  hope  the  report  of  this 
committee  will  receive  the  careful  congideration  of  this  encamp- 
ment, and  this  or  a  similar  committee  be  kept  at  work  until 
school  histories,  in  use  in  our  public  schools,  tell  the  truth. 

POLITICS. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  not  a  political  organi- 
zation. It  has  witliin  its  ranks  men  of  all  political  faiths  who 
were  equally  good  soldiers.  Its  Rules  and  Regulations  forbid 
the  discussion  in  its  Posts  of  political  subjects  or  the  use  of  the 
Order  for  political  purposes. 

The  desire  for  public  office  is  a  laudable, one,  especially  to 
men  who  have  braved  their  lives  for  their  country,  are  capable, 
and  unable  to  properly  maintain  themselves  in  other  channels. 
The  veteran  believes  himself  entitled  to  consideration,  and  he  is, 
but  he  should  not  use  the  Grand  Army  for  that  purpose.  If  he 
asks  endorsement  of  his  Post,  there  are  comrades  there  of  other 
political  faiths  who  cannot  endorse  him,  or  if  successful  he  may 
displace  another  comrade.  Personally  I  will  endorse  a  comrade, 
if  capable,  every  time,  rather  than  one  who  is  not  a  comrade,  but 
officially  I  will  endorse  no  one.  In  the  case  of  one  Department 
I  have  been  compelled  to  require  the  withdrawal  of  a  circular 
issued  for  political  purposes  and  doing  evident  injury  to  aspiring 
and  worthy  comrades. 

Again,  parties  are  using  the  emblems  of  the  Grand  Army 
for  advertising  purposes.  They  are  too  sacred  for  sueJi  use,  and 
we  should  ask  our  Lagislatures  for  the  enactment  of  laws  mak- 
ing such  use  illegal. 

woman's  relief  cjorfs. 

Who  can  measure  the  length  or  the  breadth  or  the  height 
or  the  depth  of  woman's  love  and  devotion,  or  who  can  measure 
the  value  of  the  service  rendered  to  us  by  our  great  auxiliary, 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  How  many  a  poor,  suffering  com- 
rade or  widow  has  been  cheered  and  aided  by  these  good  women. 
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how  many  a  weary  path  made  lighter  by  their  kindly  ministra- 
tions. Many  a  comrade  and  Post  would  have  lost  their  mem- 
bership but  for  the  open  hand  of  this  organization.  In  season 
and  out  of  season  they  minister  to  our  wants,  make  our  meetings 
enjoyable,  sustain  us  in  our  work.  They  have  started  and  main- 
tained homes  for  the  needy  comrades,  their  wives  or  widows, 
they  are  the  most  constant  visitors  at  public  homes,  furnishing 
of  their  means  delicacies  and  comfortable  furnishings  not  other- 
wise attainable.  They  are  constant  and  persistent  supporters  of 
patriotic  teaching.  In  fact  they  are  what  woman  was  intended 
to  be,  a  helpmeet  indeed.  We  shall  need  their  kindly  services 
more  and  more  as  age  and  infirmity  creep  upon  us.  Their  work, 
indeed,  has  but  just  commenced,  and  we  wish  that  their  num- 
bers might  be  increased  by  the  enlistment,  in  this  one  body,  of 
every  loyal  woman  of  the  land  whose  circumstances  would  per- 
mit her  oo-operation.  Ever}'  Post  of  the  Order  should  have  its 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  auxiliary.  Mrs.  Agnes  Hitt,  the  Na- 
tional President,  has  been  a  tower  of  strength  to  me  in  my  work. 
I  have  visited  the  Department  conventions  of  that  Order  at  every 
opportunity,  and  spoken  words  of  encouragement  to  them,  while 
their  numbers  and  enthusiasm  have  been  an  inspiration  to  me. 

SONS   OF    VETERANS. 

I  am  more  than  ever  impressed  with  the  imjwrtance  of  or- 
ganization among  these  young  men,  through  whose  veins  courses 
the  blood  of  as  brave,  loyal,  and  patriotic  men  as  ever  braved 
death  for  country's  sake.  I  have  seen  the  fires  of  patriotism 
light  up  their  eyes  as  they  were  enabled  to  do  service  for  the 
Veteran.  I  would  encourage  them  to  organization,  to  take  a 
high  stand  on  the  side  of  good  order,  good  morals,  and  good  gov- 
ernment To  be  independent  of  us  or  any  other  organization, 
but  to  show,  by  their  actions,  that  they  come  from  patriotic  stock 
and  are  ready  to  help  if  need  be  now,  and  to  fill  our  places  when 
the  great  Reaper  has  made  his  last  call.  I  l>elieve  it  would  be 
encouragement  to  these  young  men  to  invite  them  to  hold  their 
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annual  gathering  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  we  hold  our  En- 
campment. They  would  receive  benefit  from  the  spirit  and  en- 
thusiasm of  the  Veterans  there  assembled,  and  we  would  be  able 
to  see  for  ourselves  what  the  boys  aiv  doing  to  maintain  our 
patriotic  staiulard. 

Young  men,  your  country  needs  you.     Fail  her  not. 

COXCLl^SIOX. 

To  the  Vice-Commandere  and  to  my  official  and  pei^sonal 
staff*  who  have  so  splendidly  sustained  me  in  my  year's  work, 
who  have  been  ever  ready  at  my  call  to  do  their  duty,  to  my 
comrades  everywhere  who  have  been  so  uniformly  kind,  indul- 
gent, and  courteous,  I  return  my  unfeigned  thanks.  Without 
their  splendid  co-operaticm  T  must  have  fallen  far  short  of  my 
hopes. 

My  comrades,  words  fail  me  to  expi^eas  to  you  the  deep 
sense  of  obligation  I  feel  at  the  hiiJ:h  honor  you  conferred  upon 
me.  To  me  and  mine  it  will  Ix?  a  memorable  year.  I  wish  I 
(X)uld  ieA  that  I  had  l)een  e([ual  to  the  great  task  you  set  before 
me,  but  I  have  done  my  best — who  could  do  more. 

Ix't  us  la»ep  the  okl  flag  to  the  fore.  Let  her  every  gentle 
wave  l)e  to  us  an  inspiration  for  greater  devotion  to  our  own  and 
our  country's  best  interests,  and  every  star  a  b(»c(^)n  light  leading 
us  on  to  higher  and  greater  ambitions. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Office  of  the  Senior  Vice-Commandbr-in-Chief, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Wabasha,  Minn.,  Aagnst  IT),  1897. 

Charles  E.  Burmfster, 

Adjutani  Genei*aly  (r.  A,  /?.,  Oinahay  NebroHlca: 

Comrcule: 

I  liave  tlie  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  I  attended  tlie  annual  En- 
campment of  the  Department  of  South  Dakota,  held  at  Redfield, 
on  the  9th  and  10th  days  of  June,  and  also  that  of  Noith  Dakota, 
heldatCasrielton,  on  the  lOth,  11th,  and  12th  days  of  June,  1897. 
The  atttmdance  at  l)oth  Encampment^  was  surprisingly  lai-ge  and 
enthusiastic;  the  or^nization  healthful.  The  good  people  of 
Redfield  and  Casselton  opened  wide  their  homes  and  devoted 
themselves  to  the  entertainment  of  the  Ixjys  in  blue.  The  whole 
atmosphere  was  filled  with  hospitality.  ^Vs  the  representative  of 
our  honored  and  beloved  Commander-in-Chief,  I  was  made  the 
recipient  of  every  possible  courtesy. 

Faithfiilly  and  fraternally  yours, 

JOHN  H.  MULLEN, 
Sen  ior  T  Ive-  (  hmnumder-in-  Chief, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 


Office  of  the  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Montgomery,  Ala.,  August  15,  1897. 

Charles  E.  Burmester, 

Adjutant  General  G.  A.  R.: 

Comrade : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  past 
year  as  Junior  Vice-Comraander-in-Chief. 

The  Federal  soldiers  residing  in  the  Southern  Department 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  profoundly  appreciate  the 
generous  and  liberal  spirit  which  has  pervaded  the  annual  sessions 
of  the  National  Encampments  for  several  years  past,  and  which 
has  resulted  in  the  election  of  a  comrade  from  one  of  these  De- 
partments as  a  general  officer  of  our  Order.  This  action  is  the 
more  gratifying  because  it  is  known  that  our  number  is  small  as 
compared  with  the  great  Departments  of  the  loyal  states  of  the 
North.  This  recognition  of  comradeship  is  dear  to  the  heart  of 
every  Union  soldier,  and  shows  that  there  is  no  tie  so  tender,  no 
bond  so  strong  and  lasting  as  that  which  binds  the  hearts  of  brave 
men  who  have  suflTered  common  dangers  in  a  noble  cause.  In 
this  spirit,  and  in  the  name  of  my  comrades  of  the  South,  I  b^ 
to  express  my  thanks  to  tlie  members  of  the  Thirtieth  Annual 
Encampment  for  the  honor  they  conferred  U[>on  me,  and  pledge 
anew  my  best  eflTorts  to  promote  Charity  and  Fmternity  among 
those  who  were  willing  to  die,  if  need  be,  that  tlicir  countr}'  might 
live. 

In  company  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  I  attended  the 
Annual    F^ncampmeut    of  the   Departments   of    Alabama   and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OF  THB  RBPUBLIG.  69 

Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  and  visited  numerous  Posts  in  other 
parts  of  the  countiy.  Wherever  the  performance  of  official  duty 
(*alled  me,  or  the  interest  of  our  Order  required  my  presence,  I 
have  been  received  with  uniform  courtesy  and  marked  kindness. 
The  noble  purpose  of  our  Order  is  everywhere  cultivated  with 
jealous  care,  and  beautifully  illustrated  in  its  daily  pitictice  and 
operations. 

War,  horrid  and  hideous  as  it  is,  in  itself  a  fearful  scoui'ge  ' 
has,  nevertheless,  its  compensations.  It  gives  a  wonderful  im- 
pulse to  national  life,  it  arouses  the  national  energies,  it  awakens 
national  progress.  A  generation  of  peace  has  vindicated  the 
Union  soldier  and  compensated  the  nation  for  the  sorrow  and 
sufferings  the  treasure  and  blood  of  four  years  of  terrible  civil 
war.  The  Union  of  our  fathers  remains  stronger  than  ever,  and 
those  who  fought  to  destroy  it  would  sooner  cast  their  lot,  and 
that  of  their  children,  in  with  it,  than  with  any  other  government 
on  the  fece  of  the  globe.  Time  has  soflened  our  griefs,*  healed 
our  sorrows,  and  obliterated  sectionalism.  We  are  one  people  in  . 
spirit  and  in  fact. 

Fraternally  yours, 

CHARLES  W.  BUCKLEY, 
Juniot'  Fice-  Commander-in-  Chief. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SURGEON-GENERAL. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  op  the  Republic. 
Office  of  the  Suroeon-General, 

Washington,  I).  C,  August  15,  1897. 

Charles  E.  Burmester, 

AdjiUarU^Generaly  G.  A.  R.: 

Comrade: 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  for  the 
terms  ending  Dajember  31,  1896,  and  June  30,  1897: 

I  had  hoped  when  elected  to  this  honorable  position  to  be 
able  at  this  time  to  present  a  statistical  report  that  would  not 
only  be  interesting  to  the  comrades,  but  reflect  (»redit  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  present  honored  Commander-in-Chief,  but  like 
my  predecessors  I  encountered  the  same  difficulties  they  had  to  con- 
tend with — non-receipt  of  reports  from  a  large  number  of  the 
Medical  Directors  of  the  various  Departments,  and  those  that 
were  received  incomplete. 

I  have  communicated  with  the  Medical  Directors  of  the 
several  Departments  urging  them  to  forward  their  reports,  have 
spared  neither  time  nor  expense  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view, 
but  to  no  purpose. 

I  will  therefore  have  t^)  content  myself  by  (consolidating  the 
reports  of  the  Departments  reporting  for  the  six  months  ending 
December  31,  1896.  I  have  received  reports  for  that  term  from 
the  Medical  Directors  of  Alabama,  Arizona,  California  and  Ne- 
vada, Connecticut,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Indiana,  Indian  Territory, 
Iowa,  Kentucky,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Dakota,  Potomac,  Rhode  Island, 
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iSt)uth  Dakota,  Tennesfiw*,  Utah,  Vermont,  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  Washington  and  Alaska,  West  Virginia.  Thirty  in 
all  reporting.     Fifteen  Departments  delinquent. 

Taking  the  above  named  thirty  Departments  reporting  for 
the  six  montlis  ending  Det»ember  ^H,  189(>,  on  which  to  l>ase  a 
report  with  the  following  summary : 

Number  Medical  Directors  reporting  during  term 30 

Number  of  deaths  during  the  term 1,775 

Number  who  presumably  died  from  wounds  received  in 
service 105 

Number  who  presumably  died  from  disease  contracted  in 
service 519 

Numl>er  who  presumably  died  from  other  causes 483 

Number  deaths  cause  not  given 718 

Number  of  ex-soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines  treated  free  of 
charge 694 

The  reasonable  money  value  of  such  8er^'ice $4,634  78 

Number  patients  treated  free  of  charge  who  were  mem- 
bers of  families  of  ex-soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines 619 

The  reasonable  money  value  of  such  service , . . .  $7,720  50 

Money  value  of  medicine  and  surgical  appliances  furnished 
for  above  by  physician  or  by  Post  or  Relief  Corps  or  by 
other  organizations $4,004  98 

Total  money  value  of  above  mentioned  service  and 

supplies $16,360  21 

5*umb€r  of  deserving  sick  or  maimed  not  receiving  a  pen- 
sion    1,951 

Although  the  above  summary  of  the  re[K)rts,  in  a  statistical 
point  of  view,  are  of  no  value  as  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  Medical 
Directors'  reports  are  admitted  to  be  incomplete,  in  some  cases 
less  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  Posts  reporting,  I  have  thought  it 
l)e8t  to  summarize  them  as  they  do  show  that  the  sick  and  desti- 
tute comrades  and  their  families,  in  the  several  Departments,  are 
well  looked  aftier,  that  the  large  number  treated  free  of  charge 
by  the  Post  Surgeons,  and  the  large  amount  of  money  expended 
for  medicines  and  sui^k-al  appliances  attest  the  fact  that  the  Post 
Sui^^ns  are  doing  their  duty  to  the  sick  and  disabled  comrades, 
if  they  are  slow  to  report  the  feet. 

It  also  shows  that  thirty-two  years  after  the  close  of  the 
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war,  that  out  of  1,775  deaths  reported,  719  of  them  froni  causes 
to  us  unknown,  over  35  per  cent  of  them  are  shown  to  be  from 
service  origin. 

Nearly  all  the  large  Departments  report  National  and  State 
Homes  for  the  care  of  ex-soldiers  and  sailors,  also  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Orphan  Homes  supported  by  the  states,  all  in  flourishing 
condition,  well  filled  and  well  kept. 

The  Department  of  the  Potomac  has  a  temparary  Suldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Home  that  fills  a  want  peculiar  to  that  Department, 
where  so  many  of  our  comrades  become  stranded  while  waiting 
for  their,  pensions  or  employment  in  the  Government  Depart- 
ments. Instead  of  becoming  inmates  of  the  almshouse  or  vag- 
rants, they  are  well  cared  for  at  this  temparary  Home  until  some 
provision  can  be  made  for  them.  It  is  supported  partly  by  ap- 
propriations from  Congress  and  by  voluntary  subscriptions  and 
donations. 

A  few  Departments  report  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  in  alms- 
houses, but  to  their  credit  the  number  is  small  and  some  of  them 
are  there  from  choice. 

For  the  term  ending  June  30,  1897,  I  have  only  received 
reports  from  the  Departments  of  West  Virginia,  South  Dakota, 
Potomac,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi  and  Arizona,  showing  an 
expanditure  for  medical  treatment,  medicines  and  surgical  appli- 
ances amounting  to  $1,242.58,  the  small  Department  of  tlie 
Potomac  contributing  (491.28  of  that  amount.  The  time  is 
entirely  too  short  for  the  Medical  Directors  to  make  a  report  be- 
tween June  30,  and  the  meeting  of  the  National  Encampment, 
that  is  in  anyway  reliable  or  worthy  of  record. 

It  is  plainly  to  be  seen  that  some  radical  change  must  b? 
made  in  the  way  of  medical  reports,  from  the  Post  Surgeon  up 
to  the  Surgeon  General's  office,  for  them  to  be  of  any  use,  statis- 
tical or  otherwise.  The  reports  of  the  Assistant  Adjutants  and 
Medical  Directors  of  the  several  Departments  differ  so  materially 
that  it  reflects  no  credit  on  the  Medical  Director,  and  he  hesi- 
tates, for  weeks  and  months  before  sending  in  his  report,  in  the 
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vain  hope  that  more  Post  Surgeons  will  remember  their  installa- 
tion obligation  and  eventually  send  in  enough  reports  to  make  a 
creditable  showing  for  his  Department,  the  result  l)eing  that 
reports  are  received  at  this  office  during  the  months  of  June  and 
July  for  the  term  ending  Deoemb?r  31,  preceding,  and  some 
are  not  received  at  all. 

To  remedy  this  discreditable  state  of  affairs  my  predecessors 
liave  made  many  recommendations,  some  of  them  have  been  con- 
sidered, some  of  them  ignored,  without  any  improvement  of  the 
service.  I  therefore,  in  the  hope  of  simplifying  the  matter  and 
improving  tlie  deplorable  condition  we  have  allowed  the  medical 
branch  of  our  grand  organization  to  drift  into,  make  the  follow- 
ing recommendations : 

First — That  the  duty  of  making  reports  to  the  Medical 
Directors  be  Imposed  on  Post  Adjutants,  as  a  large  per  cent  or 
the  Post  Surgeons  are  non-medical  men,  and  as  they  have  nothing 
special  to  report  fail  to  do  so  at  all,  and  those  that  do,  their  re- 
ports differ  so  materially  from  the  Post  Adjutants  as  to  make  it 
a  burlesque  for  the  Medical  Director  to  attempt  to  summarize- 
them  for  the  information  of  this  office. 

I  would  further  recommend  that  yearly  i-eports  for  the  year 
ending  December  31  be  only  required,  instead  of  semi-annual  as^ 
at  present.  That  would  give  the  Medical  Directors  time  to  form- 
ulate a  report  that  would  be  a  credit  to  themselves  and  the  De- 
|>artment  they  represent,  esj)ecially  so  if  my  first  recommendation 
is  adopted  and  enforced.  It  would  not  impose  much  additional 
work  on  the  Post  Adjutant;  he  would  then  see  that  the  Surgeon 
through  his  Post  C3mmander  made  his  report  to  him,  and  com- 
pare the  number  of  deaths  reported  with  his  own  report  before 
forwarding  it  to  this  office.  The  adoption  of  my  second  recom- 
mendation would  not  incur  any  additional  expease,  as  the  same 
blanks  now  in  use  could  still  be  used  by  simply  erasing  "term 
ending"  and  writing  "year  ending  December  31." 

In  closing  this  report  I  desire  to  pay  my  tribute  to  that 
noble  auxiliary  of  our  Order,  the  Woman^s  Relief  Cor[xs.     Re- 
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ports  liave  reached  me  from  all  over  our  broad  land  of  their 
charitable  work,  and  of  their  devotion  to  our  sick  and  destitute 
comrades  and  families.  The  Medical  Director  of  the  small  De- 
partment of  Idaho  reports  $75  expended  by  the  Woman^s  Relief 
Corps  for  medicines  during  the  six  months  ending  December  31 , 
1806.  Comrades,  we  owe  them  much  and  they  should  receive 
from  us  every  aid  and  encouragement  in  their  grand  work. 

I  also  desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  especially  to  yourself  for  the  many  courtesies  received 
during  the  past  year ;  also  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
Thirtieth  National  Encampment  for  the  distinguished  honor  they 
conferred  upon  me;  also  to  the  Medical  Directors  who  have  fey- 
ored  me  with  reports. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.,  C,  and  L., 

A.  E.  JOHNSON,  M.  D., 

Surgeon  General,  G.  A.  R, 

Note. — The  reports  of  the  Medical  Directors  of  the  De- 
partments of  Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  and  Oklahoma 
for  the  term  ending  June  30,  1897,  were  received  by  the  Sur- 
geon-Greneral  after  his  report  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant- 
General.  They  show  an  expenditure  for  medical  attendance  and 
supplies  of  $992.15. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF. 

Office  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
300  Eighth  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  August  15,  1897. 

Charles  K  Burmester, 

Adjutant- General,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic: 

Comrade: 

I  respectfully  submit  herewith  my  report  as  Chaplain-in- 
Chief  of  the  G.  A.  R.  I  have  .not  failed  to  appreciate  the  great- 
est honor  that  ever  came  to  my  life,  that  of  being  chosen  to  fill 
the  honorable  and  responsible  position  to  which  I  was  called  by 
the  National  Encampment  held  in  St  Paul  last  year.  I  owe  the 
Grand  Army  a  debt  which  words  cannot  express,  and  that  a  life- 
long love  and  service  can  never  repay. 

During  the  year  I  have  earnestly  endeavored  through  the 
use  of  circ^ilars,  letters,  and  even  the  telegraph  wires,  to  secure 
from  Post  and  Dei>artment  Chaplains  the  best  and  fullest  results 
of  the  work  which  they  were  ellected  to  perform. 

At  a  timely  date  I  'addressed  to  each  Department  Chaplain 
a  circular  letter,  bearing  your  official  approval,  in  which  they 
were  urged  to  communicate  with  all  tlieir  Post  Chaplains,  and, 
by  proper  direction,  enable  them  to  fully  understand  and  faith- 
fully perform  all  their  duties,  especially  those  relating  to  Memo- 
rial services.  The  result  of  such  correspondence  and  constant 
eflFort  has  brought  me  material  for  a  fair,  but  provokingly  un- 
satisfactory report.  Department  Chaplains  have,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  exhibited  in  their  work  an  interest  and  zeal  which  it 
is  my  pleasure  and  pride  to  commend.  Others  have  shown  an 
almost  unpardonable  indifference,  and  seem  to  have  totally  ig- 
nored every  sense  of  obligation  and  every  kind  and  earnest  ap- 
peal that  I  have  made. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


76  THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL  BNOAMPMBNT 

Early  in  my  term  I  prepared  new  forms  for  blanks  for 
Post  and  Department  Chaplain's  use  for  Memorial  Day,  1897, 
which  were  forwarded  from  National  Headquarters  in  ample 
time  for  distribution  to  all  the  Posts  in  the  country.  Depart- 
ment Chaplains  have,  in  a  few  instances^  been  somewhat  em- 
barrassed in  that  some  of  the  old  forms  (left  over  from  previous 
years)  were  sent  to  Post  Chaplains,  while  a  very  few  others  re- 
ceived in  part  the  old,  and  in  part  the  new  forms.  This  slight 
mishap,  however,  did  not  necessarily  interfere  with  prompt  and 
substantially  correct  reports  from  Post  Chaplains.  In  some  in- 
stances Assistant  Adjutants-General  did  not,  until  after  Memorial 
Day,  send  out  blanks  that  should  have  been  in  the  hands  of 
Chaplains  a  month  earlier,  an  oversight  almost  without  excuse, 
and  a  source  of  great  embarrassment  to  &ithful  and  painstaking 
Chaplains. 

Between  February  1  and  May  10  of  the  current  year  I  re- 
ceived from  six  Department  Chaplains  Memorial  Day  reports  for 
the  previous  year,  reports  due  my  predecessor  at  St.  Paul,  a  half 
year  before.  I  cherish  the  hope  that  these  good  comrades  will 
not  be  again  drawn  into  just  such  a  snare.  I  dare  not  assume 
that  all  the  items  of  information  herewith  submitted  will  bear 
the  closest  scrutiny.  Some  itemis  reported  cannot  be  true,  some 
others  are  clearly  improbable.  Imagination  in  some  people  is  a 
mighty  factor,  and  almost  as  fully  developed  as  disinclination  to 
do  something,  or  total  carelessness  as  to  attention  to  duty.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  there  are  men  in  the  world  who  work 
like  beavers  to  secure  an  office,  but  as  soon  as  it  is  awarded,  tliey 
hasten  to  pin  on  their  new  badges,  and  straightway  lie  down  for 
a  good. long  rest — ^and  when  the  time  arrives  to  make  reports 
are  still  tired,  but  call  their  imagination  into  action,  in  lieu  of 
their  working  forces,  and  entirely  forget  to  "throw  a  little 
thought  upon  the  field."  In  formulating  Chaplains^  reports  this 
faculty  has  evidently  been  overworked,  and  should  be  "sent  to 
the  rear,"  to  remain  during  the  lifetime  of  the  poor  mortal  who 
has  been  made  its  slave. 
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The  Post  Chaplain  of Department  reported  more 

than  six  times  as  many  comrades  as  participating  with  their 
Pos's  on  Memorial  Day  as  belong  to  the  Department,  and  yet 
but  51  per  cent  of  the  Posts  made  reports.  No  man  can  be 
blamed  for  wishing  to  give  his  Department  a  gODd  showing,  but 
good  common  sense  and  correct  figures  should  be  substituted,  for 
the  time  being,  for  an  imagination  which  so  easily  forgets  to  be 
truthful. 

I  feel  quite  certain  that  the  ladies  of  our  noble  auxiliaiy 
organization  will  appreciate  the  solemn  declaration  of  one  De- 
partment Chaplain  that  on  May  30,  200  Corps  of  the  W.  R.  C. 
participated  with  the  Posts  in  their  respective  localities,  but  the 
total  number  of  women  present  as  constituting  the  200  Corps 
was — -jvM  80.  To  thus  apply  the  cold  figures  of  the  rigid  mathe- 
matician to  our  devoted  friends  is  almost  cruel. 

In  a  certain  Department  the  total  number  of  orations  de- 
livered May  30,  was  90.  Of  the  90,  100  of  them  were  deliv- 
ered by  Veterans,  and  the  remaining  75  were  delivered  by  Sons 
of  Veterans.  Summing  up,  we  find  that  it  required  175  orators 
to  deliver  90  orations,  and  probably  each  one  did  his  best,  as 
orators  usually  do  on  such  occasions.  In  the  same  Department 
the  total  number  of  sermons  preached  to  Posts  on  Memorial 
Sabbath  was  150.  The  three  statements  following  give  a  bit  of 
interesting  information  which  may  entertain  you : 

Number  of  sermons  preached  to  Posts 160 

Number  of  sermons  preached  by  Veterans 175 

Number  of  sermons  preached  by  Sons  of  Veterans 160 

Number  of  sermons  preached  by  others 75 

Thus,  it  required  335  Veterans  and  Sons  of  Veterans,  and 
75  "others,"  and  all  at  work,  to  preach  150  sermons! 

Tlirough  friendly  correspondence  many  of  these  glaringly 
careless  statements  have  been  reconsidered.  An  end  to  such  per- 
formances will  come  with  a  willingness  to  do  a  little  thinking 
and  a  little  honest  work,  and  with  a  sense  of  resj)ect  for  those 
who  bestowed  the  office,  and  a  decent  regard  for  those  who  sup- 
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poee  that  office  in  the  Grand  Army  means  work  and  correct  re- 
ports, as  surely  as  it  means  piety. 

With  the  Chaplains  of  the  following  Departments,  I  have 
been  unable  even  to  open  a  line  of  communication  during  the 
year,  namely :  Arkansas,  Delaware,  Idaho,  Indian  Territory,  and 
Oklahoma.  I  have  sent  circulars,  written  letters,  and  tele- 
graphed, but  to  no  purpose.  They  are  probably  dead,  although 
I  have  not  heard  of  their  burial.  However,  I  have  the  proud 
satis&ction  of  reparting  Memorial  Day  exercises  from  40  De- 
partments. Of  the  entire  number  of  Posts  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  as 
reported  by  Department  Chaplains,  but  5,211  Post  Chaplains 
made  reports.  In  the  Departments  whose  reports  I  have  are 
2,507  Post  Cliaplains  who  made  7io  report  whatever. 

Following  is  list  of  Departments  with  number  of  Posts  in 
each,  and  number  of  Posts  reporting  to  Department  Chaplains : 

No.  of  Posts  report- 
No.  rosts  in  ing  to  Depart- 
Depcinment.  raent  Chaplains, 

Alabama 16  5 

Arizona 8  6 

Arkansas ... 

California  and  Nevada 113  100 

Colorado  and  Wyoming 102  28 

Connecticut 87  87 

Delaware .... 

Florida 2H  18 

Georgia 16  10 

Idaho 

Illinois 573  824 

Indiana 693  278 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa, 436  248 

Kansas 436  342 

Kentucky 219  69 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi 41  16 

Maine 166  146 

Maryland 09  36 

Massachusetts    212  212 

Michigan 892  847 

Minnesota 189  140 

Missouri 660  300 

Montana 19  18 
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No.  of  Poeta  report- 
No.  Poets  in  ing  to  Depiirt- 
Department.  ment  Chaplains. 

Nebraska 274  182 

New  Hampshire 94  72     , 

New  Jersey 117  106 

New  Mexico 8  7 

New  York 656  406 

North  Dakota 42  28 

Ohio 747  607 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 68  41 

Pennsylvania 601  500 

Potomac 20  20 

Rhode  Island 26  26 

South  Dakota 94  81 

Tennessee 98  41 

Texas 44  12 

Utah 5  5 

Vermont 112  88 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina 58  Unknown. 

Washington  and  Alaska 70  61 

West  Viiginia 74  44 

Wisconsin 264  157 

Total 7,718  6,211 

The  repjrt  of  the  IX»partment  of  Idaho  was  received  after 
this  report  was  forwarded.  The  "boys"  there  did  nobly  !  From 
returns,  I  have  gathered  and  report  the  following  additional 
items : 

MEMORIAL   SABBATH    SERVICES. 

Number  of  Posts  attending  services 5, 165 

Number  of  sermons  preached  to  Posts 4, 782 

Number  of  sermons  preached  by  Veterans 1,880 

Nunber  of  sermons  preached  by  Sons  of  Veterans 665 

Number  of  sermons  or  addresses  by  others 1,885 

Number  of  comrades  present  at  such  service 176,548 

Number  of  corps  of  W.  R.  C.  participating  with  Posts  in  such  ser- 
vice    2,944 

Number  of  members  of  Woman's  Relief  Corps  attending  such  ser- 
vice    14,862 

Number  of  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  attending  such  service 914 

Number  of  Sons  of  Veterans  attending  such  service 14,078 
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MEMORIAL   DAY   SERVICES. 

l^umber  of  Posts  observing  Memorial  Day  services 6,21 8(?) 

Number  of  Comrades  in  line  Memorial  Day 201,926 

NuAber  of  Corps  of  W.  R.  C,  participating  in  Memorial  Day  ser- 
vices    2,898 

Number  of  members  of  Woman*s  Relief  Corps  participating  in  such 

services 44,791 

l^umber  of  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  participating  in  Memorial 

Day  services 903 

Number  of  Sons  of  Veterans 20,784 

Number  of  cemeteries  in  which  graves  were  decorated 18,908 

Number  of  soldiers'  and  sailors'  graves  decorated 607,687 

Number  of  soldiers'  and  sailors'  graves  unmarked  by  proper  head- 
stones   19,961 

Number  of  Posts  owning  lots  in  cemeteries 1,600 

Number  of  soldiers  and  sailors  buried  in  potters'  fields 1,461 

Number  of  soldiers  and  sailors  living  in  almshouses 217 

Number  of  public  schools  engaged  in  Memorial  Day  services 6,446 

Number  of  pupils  participating  actively,  as  marching,  or  sitting  to- 
gether in  hall 470,607 

Number  of  other  organizations  participating 8,118 

Number  of  persons  (rough  estimate) 8,898,788 

Number  of  Posts  reporting  Memorial  Day  expenses 2,668 

Amount  expended  for  Memorial  Day  services $186,468 

Number  of  orations  delivered  to  Posts  on  Memorial  Day 8,902 

Number  of  orations  delivered  by  Veterans 1,896 

Number  of  orations  delivered  by  Sons  of  Veterans 626 

Number  of  soldiers'  or  sailors'  monuments  decorated 5,294 

Number  of  memorial  fountains  decorated 616 

Number  of  soldiers'  lots  decorated 6,461 

Number  of  soldiers'  urns  or  statues  decorated * 2,478 

Two  or  three  of  the  above  questions  may  be  wisely  omitted 
in  the  future.  I  cannot  frame  in  my  thought  a  good  reason  why 
a  Post  Chaplain  should  fail  to  report  promptly  and  correctly  to 
his  superior  officer.  Post  Commanders  have  solemnly  prom- 
ised t<)  obey,  and  exact  obedience  from  their  subordinate  officers' 
"  to  all  lawful  orders.^'  The  total  disregard  of  orders  from 
headquarters  shows  an  al)senee  of  honor,  and  reveals  a  spirit 
that  is  contemptible.  There  are  men  who  esteem  their  own 
honor  and  the  real  welfare  of  the  G.  A.  R.  as  highly  as  they  es- 
teem life,  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to  a(x?ept  an  office  whose 
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duties  they,  would  not,  at  least,  attempt  to  faithfully  perform. 
To  hold  an  office  is  well,  but  the  manhood  that  performs  duty  is 
the  thing  after  all.  The  Grand  Army,  and  the  loyal  people  of 
our  country  have  a  right  to  know  what  the  Posts  are  doing  with 
the  graves  of  those  whose  death  left  their  hearts  and  homes  des- 
olate. The  Northern  states  have  made  May  30  a  holiday  for  a 
specific  purpose,  that  of  decorating  the  graves  of  fallen  soldiers 
and  sailors.  The  people  should  know  what  we  do  on  our  Grand 
Army  Sabbath.  We  owe  something  to  those  who,  in  confidence 
in  our  honor  and  patriotism,  commit  the  graves  of  their  kindred 
to  our  keeping.  I  can  give  no  official  assuranc3  that  a  single 
soldier's  grave  was  decorated  in  five  of  our  Departments,  or  that 
any  of  more  than  two  thousand  five  hundred  Posts  in  the  Grand 
Army  carried  a  single  flower  or  flag  to  a  soldier's  or  sailor's 
tomb.  Post  Adjutants  and  Quartermasters  make  their  reports 
fiir  more  generally  than  do  Chaplains.  Why  do  not  Post  Com- 
manders exact  equal  fidelity  in  all  the  officers  of  their  Posts  ? 
The  trouble  is  mostly  in  tlie  Post.  It  is  supposed  that  we  all 
humbly  say  our  prayers,  but  I  would  suggest  that  it  is  the  best 
time  for  Post  Chaplains  to  engage  in  such  exercises,  when  the 
soul  cannot  be  hampered  by  the  thought  that  imperative  duty  is 
being  trampled  underfoot.  Faith  without  works  is  dead,  and  I 
suspect  that  prayer  without  works  has  not  enough  vitality  to 
save  it  from  bad  odor.  He  is  my  man  who  will  do  as  he  agrees 
to  do,  or  will  die  trying.  One  Department  Chaplain,  answering 
my  request  for  suggestions  for  improving  Memorial  Day  services, 
"  hits  the  nail  on  the  head,"  by  saying,  "Obey  orders." 

The  Department  Chaplains  of  Connecticut,  Massachusetts, 
Potomac,  Rhode  Island,  and  Utah  inform  me  that  they  have 
•  reports  from  every  Post. 

I  feel  confident  that  nothing  can  yield  greater  satisfac^tion  to 
this  Encampment  than  the  assurance  that  many  Department 
Chaplains  report  the  enthusiastic  and  determined  purpose  of  their 
Encampments  to  see  that  the  bones  of  our  comrades  wlio  sleep  in 
potters'  fields  are  removed  and  given  honorable  burial  in  some 
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national  or  other  cemetery.  .The  fact  ought  to  humiliate  ns  all, 
that,  as  repoi-ted  by  about  five-sevenths  of  our  Posts,  there  are, 
to-day,  1,461  of  your  comrades  and  mine  sleeping  in  places  set 
apart  for  the  burial  of  those  who  have  been  executed  for  crime, 
and  for  those  who  die  as  paupers  in  our  almshouses.  Simple 
mention  of  this  ugly  fact  will  surely  suffice  to  provoke  decided 
action  by  the  approaching  Encampment.  The  recent  Encamp- 
ments of  New  York  and  Tenneasee  appointed  committees  to  en- 
quire into  this  matter. 

I  am  informeil  that  in  several  Departments  portions  of  my 
circular  letter  t^  Ciiaplains  were  read,  and  that  their  endorsement 
of  it  resulted  in  inimodiate  action  toward  making  an  end  of  this 
condition  of  things.  At  any  cost  the  remains  of  comrades  thus 
buried  should  be  removed  and  given  dL»:?ent  burial  by  the  Posts. 

Reports  inform  me  that  the  graves  of  19,961  comrades  are 
unmarked  by  proper  headstones.  In  case  Relatives  or  friends 
cannot  or  will  not  provide  proper  headstones  for  deceased  soldiers 
and  sailors.  Posts  should  at  once  apply  to  the  Quartermaster-Gren- 
eral  of  the  U.  S.  Army  at  Washington,  who  will  provide  and 
deliver  headstones  to  the  nearest  depot,  free  of  all  expense. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  this  Encampment  require  Depart- 
ment Commanders  to  direct  Post  Commanders  to  give  immediate 
attention  to  this  important  matter.  If  the  Grand  Army  shall 
neglect  this  duty  a  few  more  years,  it  will  never  be  attended  to. 

My  desire  to  place  befoiv  the  G.  A.  R.  as  valuable  informa- 
tion as  |)ossible,  has  led  me  to  l)roaden  somewhat  the  scope  of 
imjuiry.  The  splendid  service  rendered  our  Order  by  the 
Woman's  Relief  ('orps  and  by  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  so  fully 
exhibittnl  in  their  readimiss  to  identify  themselves  with  the  Posts 
in  ail  Memorial  services,  fully  justifies  my  wish  to  embody  in 
this  reiM)rt  all  the  knowledge  that  I  could  gather  directly  from 
the  Posts.  These  organizations  are  so  closely  related  to  our 
Order,  and  so  essentially  a  part  of  our  organized  life,  that  a  report 
of  their  Memorial  Day  service  should  1k'  embraced  in  Journal 
of  the  National  Enmmpments.     It  is  l)ecoming  more  evident  to 
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all  that  the  efficiency  of  the  W.  R.  C.  has  never  been  adequately 
measared  nor  sufficiently  appreciated,  nor  can  it  be  until  the 
comrades  learn  by  actual  observation  or  a  careful  study  of  their 
reports  what  is  the  extent  and  loving  enthusiam  of  their  noble 
hearts.  Wherever  the  Order  exists  there  Corps  are  toiling  faith- 
fully for  the  welfare  of  our  comrades,  and  are  no  lea<%  earnestly 
devoted  t)  the  work  of  teaching  and  training  the  children  of  our 
land  in  lessons  of  love  for  their  wmntry.  The  proud  record  of 
those  who  thus  rcprestMit  ideal  American  womanhood  challenges 
our  unstinte^l  praise.  On  last  Memorial  Day  2,344  Corps,  with 
44,971  members,  participated  with  the  Posts  in  their  tender  and 
impressive  services.  In  one  Department  of  the  W.  R.  C,  each 
of  the  1 73  Corps  held  a  special  service  in  honor  of  the  "  unknown 
dead,*'  and  every  Corps  assisted  the  Post  to  which  it  was  auxili- 
ary. An  equally  commendable  interest  wa*^  manifesttni  by  all  the 
Corps  in  the  land. 

Department  Chaplains  are  generous  in  their  praise  of  the 
valuable  service  cheerfully  rendered  by  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
Their  presence  as  young  men,  with  the  Posts,  is  a  silent  but 
powerful  protest  against  the  d(»secration  of  Memorial  Day  by 
multitudes  of  men  of  their  own  age.  Up(m  the  s|K)rts  and 
pleasures  indulged  in  on  that  day  by  millions  of  the  young  men 
of  the  nation,  they  res:)lutely  turn  their  backs,  and  are  found 
marching  in  line  with  their  fathers  and  under  their  fathers'  flag. 
Their  aims  are  high,  their  souls  are  throbbing  with  intelligent 
and  intense  patriotism,  and  they  are  consecrated  to  the  interests 
so  dear  to  our  h(»arts.  As  our  legitimate  suc<*css;>rs  they  may  be 
safely  trusted  to  carry  forward  our  work  when  our  labors  shall 
have  ended.  Their  material  assistance^  is  hardly  less  valuabU^ 
than  the  jmtriotic^  power  of  their  lives. 

Thus  I  have  given  you,  as  reported,  the  fragmentary  record 
of  Memorial  Day  exercises  for  1897.  It  will  Ik^  a  proud  day 
for  the  G.  A.  R.  that  gives  to  the  country  annually  a  re|K)rt  from 
every  Post  Then  will  be  seen  the  magnitude  of  one  phase  of 
our  Grand  Army  life,  and  the  realization  of  one  of  the  noblwt 
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purposes  of  the  survivors  of  the  war.  I  realize  how  little  ser- 
vice I  have  rendered  my  comrades  during  my  term  of  office,  but 
it  has  been  my  supreme  aim  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  our 
Order  by  teaching  and  exemplifying  as  far  as  possible,  and  in  the 
highest  sense,  tho  profound  meaning  of  the  watchwords  of  our 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, — Fraternity,  Charity,  and  Loyalty. 
In  this  has  been  involved  the  desire  and  effi)rt  to  inculcate  and 
emphasize  the  importance  of  constant  vigilance  in  guarding  and 
strengthening  the  principles  and  institutions  upon  which  the 
prosperity  of  our  country  depends,  as  well  as  to  impress  upon 
my  comrades  the  transcendant  value  of  righteousness  in  their 
individual  lives.  Loyalty  to  our  fathers*  God  in  personal  relations 
to  Him  is  surely  no  less  an  imperative  obligation  than  loyalty  to 
country  and  flag.  Our  America  asks  for  the  best  life  of  her 
citizens  in  peace  no  less  than  for  their  patriotic  devotion  and 
heroism  in  times  of  war.  In  no  nation  is  nobler  and  loftier 
citi/x^nship  demanded  or  possible  than  in  the  land  we  helped  to 
save,  and  so  proud  to  call  our  own. 

While  it  is  deplorable  that  multitudes  of  our  people  seem 
totally  indifferent  to  the  nature  of  Memorial  Day  and  the  sacred- 
ness  of  its  claim  upon  them, — ^as  if  the  day  had  meaning  for  only 
those  who  participated  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion, — it  is  indeed 
gratifying  to  observe  the  growing  esteem  in  which  our  Grand 
Army  Sabbath  is  held  by  the  intelligent,  thoughtful,  and  appre- 
ciative people  of  the  country  at  large.  The  sympathy  exhibited 
with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  Memorial  Day  as  manifested  by 
fraternal,  secular,  or  social  organizations  within  the  Departments 
is  inspiring, — it  is  beautiful,  it  is  patriotic.  Hundreds  of  Orders, 
not  including  the  W.  R.  C.  and  Sons  of  Veterans,  such  as  lodges 
of  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows'  fraternities,  state  militia,  etc., 
honorcnl  the  day  by  public  participation.  Posts  should  particularly 
recognize  and  encourage  it  by  seeking  to  interest  all  the  people  in 
a  yet  more  general  recognition  of  the  day.  All  should  reverently 
cherish  the  service  and  memory  of  those  who  endangered  their 
lives  and  have  died  to  make  this  a  government  "of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  pejple." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC.  85 

It  is  especially  encouraging  to  note  the  growing  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  of  the 
country,  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  services  which  commemorate  the 
patriotic  devotion  which  marked  the  lives  of  those  whose  graves 
we  strew  with  flowers.  The  children  love  to  study  the  records 
of  the  war,  and  welcome  with  enthusiasm  the  "old  soldiers"  who, 
on  the  Friday  before  Memorial  Day,  visit  their  schools  to  "talk 
about  the  war."  The  young  hearts  are  kindled  with  enthusiasm, 
and  patriotic  purposes  are  bom  within  them,  as  under  their 
country's  flag  they  are  brought  into  personal  touch  with  the  vet- 
erans who  risked  life  to  maintain  its  honor.  In  hundreds  of  in- 
stances the  children  of  the  schools  served  as  escort  to  the  Posts, 
marched  in  line,  or  were  grouped  together  in  the  public  hall  or 
church. 

The  Department  Chaplain  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  re- 
ports increased  interest  and  good-will  on  the  part  of  the  citizens 
of  that  section,  and  also  states  that  the  day  was  more  generally  ob- 
served than  ever  before.  On  tlie  request  of  the  Commander  of 
that  Department,  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  Comrade  Alger, 
ordered  detachments  of  the  regular  army  to  every  national  cem- 
etery in  that  Department  These  demonstrations  contributed 
largely  to  the  unprecedented  success  of  the  services. 

These  facts  are  suflBcient  evidence  that  our  £illen  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  dared  death  for  the  flag  are  not  forgotten  by  our 
fellow  citizens  in  the  soutliland,  and  that  the  sympathy  of  the 
national  administration  of  our  government  has  not  been  withdrawn 
from  those  who  saved  the  nation  from  disruption. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

First — The  appointment  by  this  National  Encampment  of  a 
committee  to  prepare  blanks  suitable  for  Post  and  Department- 
Chaplain's  Memorial  Day — reports,  which,  on  approval  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  shall  become  and  remain  the  official  blanks 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  National  Encampment  Also, 
that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  instructed  to  fonvard  each 
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year,  not  later  than  April  20,  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-Greneral 
of  eadi  Department,  a  sufficient  number  to  supply  the  Depart- 
ment-Chaplain and  each  Post  in  his  Department,  and  that  it 
shall  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  each 
Department  to  forward  a  blank  to  each  Department-Chaplain 
and  each  Post^Chaplain  in  his  Department,  not  later  than  May 
10  of  each  year.  Also,  that  the  report  of  the  Department-Chap- 
lain must  be  forwarded  to  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  by  July  12  in 
each  year. 

Second — Tiiat  this  National  Encampment  authorize  the 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  each  Department  to  request,  eadi 
year,  of  the  President  of  each  Department  W.  R,  C,  an  official 
report  to  the  Department-Chaplain,  G.  A.  R.,  covering  the  fol- 
lowing items: 

Number  of  Woman's  Relief  Corps  participating  with  Poets 
in  Memorial  Sabbath  services. 

Number  of  members  of  the  Woman^s  Relief  Corps  attend- 
ing such  service. 

Number  of  Woman's  Relief  Corps  participating  with  Posts 
in  Memorial  Day  exercises. 

Number  of  members  of  Woman's  Relief  Corps  engaging  in 
such  exercises. 

Thii-d — That  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  each  De- 
partment be  authorized  to  make  similar  requests  of  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  each  state  for  information 
covtjring  their  services  on  Memorial  Sabbath  and  Memorial  Day, 
such  information  to  be  given  to  the  Department-Chaplain, 
G.  A.  R.,  for  using  in  his  report. 

Fourth — The  G.  A.  R.  recognizes  the  propriety  and  advan- 
tage of  holding  patriotic  exercises  in  the  public  scliools  of  the  land 
on  the  Friday  preceding  Memorial  Day,  and  annually,  through 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  recommends  the  observance  of  theoiui- 
torn  by  the  Posts,  by  co-operating  with  the  offiaers,  teacbersi 
and  pupils.  I  therefore  recommend  that  this  National  Encanp^ 
meat  instruct    Post-Chaplains  to  report  for  each   year  to  tha 
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DepartmentrChaplains  the  number  of  departments  *  in  our  public 
schools  visited  and  addressed  by  members  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
together  with  the  number  of  comrades  rendering  such  service. 

It  is  a  pathetic  fact,  brouglit  home  to  us  with  painful  fre- 
quency, that  our  ranks  are  being  rapidly  depleted.  The  years 
seem  to  have  taken  wings  and  are  rapidly  bearing  the  remnant 
of  the  old  Union  army  and  navy  to  the  land  that  lies  beyond. 
For  1896,  the  deaths  within  our  ranks  were  twenty  per  day  the 
year  through,  which  admonishes  us  that  we  must  soon  follow 
them.  For  the  Union  established  by  our  fathers  we  pledged 
**our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  saered  honor,"  and  with  honor- 
able pride  in  the  service  we  rendered,  and  with  confidence  in 
Grod's  goodness,  we  will,  when  we  fall,  trustfully  commit  to  Him 
and  those  who  shall  come  after  us  the  welfare  and  destiny  of  the 
land  we  helped  to  save.  But  while  life  shall  last  we  will  remem- 
ber that  eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty,  and  that  in  the 
days  of  peace  that  remain  to  us  we  will  contend  for  all  that  we 
hold  sacred  in  memory  of  our  fallen  comrades,  and  in  the  life  of 
the  republic  so  dear  to  freemen. 

In  taking  official  leave  of  my  Grand  Army  parish,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  express  my  deep  gratitude  for  the  unfailing  kind- 
ness I  have  received  at  the  hands  of  all  my  comrades.  My  as- 
sociation with  them  has  brought  me  unmingled  delight,  and  the 
evidences  of  their  love  has  been  a  perpetual  benediction.  When 
possible,  I  have  responded  to  calls  to  attend  Department  Encamp- 
ments, camp-fires,  and  other  gatherings,  and  contact  with  my 
comrades  there  has  made  my  life  stronger  and  better.  No  ties 
are  so  strong  as  those  that  were  "welded  in  the  fires  of  battle"; 
no  fraternity  so  sacred,  no  fellowship  so  sweet,  as  that  which 
grows  out  of  the  memory  of  mutual  sufferings  endured  for  a  holy 
cause.  Such  memories  are  a  part  of  our  lives.  Our  service  wa» 
for  God  and  hunumity,  and  was  unselfishly  given,  but  the  obli- 

*  By  '*  departments  "  is  to  be  understood  the  **  primary,"  **  intermediate," 
'^grammar,"  or  ''^high  school"  in  each  building,  district,  or  city  within  tha 
territory  of  the  respective  Posts. 
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gation  that  love  imposes  is  eternal.  We  cannot  rightly  love  our 
country  and  foiget  our  obligation  to  that  Grod  to  whom  we  prayed 
when  our  nation's  life  was  trembling  in  the  balance^  and  the  lives 
of  our  fiJIen  comrades,  as  well  as  our  own,  seemed  the  only  sacri- 
fice that  could  be  offered  to  save  it  God's  might  delivered  us 
and  His  mercy  has  strewn  flowers  all  along  our  pathway,  and 
with  gratitude  should  we  remember  that  once,  under  God,  it  was 
ours  to  battle  for  the  rich  heritage  divinely  ordained,  and  handed 
down  to  us  by  our  fathers.  With  equal  joy  and  zeal  should  we 
now  royally  serve  our  God,  and  in  love  minister  to  our  fellow 
beings  as  long  as  life  shall  last. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  especially,  and  to  all  the  com- 
rades with  whom  I  have  been  brought  in  contact,  I  am  pro- 
foundly grateful  for  unfailing  courtesies,  and  for  assurances  of 
love  which  I  know  were  sincere. 

To  you.  Comrade  Burraester,  I  gratefully  tender  my  best 
acknowledgments  for  valuable  assistance  and  kindly  support. 
To  those  brother  Chaplains  who  have  faithftiUy  performed  their 
duty  and  thus  assisted  me  in  my  work,  I  can  only  say,  I  thank 
you  with  full  heart. 

For  my  successor  in  oflBce  I  bespeak  the  same  cordial,  cour- 
teous, and  loving  consideration  tliat  has  been  accorded  me,  and 
express  the  hope  that  he  may  in  some  way  discover  a  greater 
number  of  honorable  and  self-respecting  Post  Chaplains  to  supply 
him  with  needed  material  for  his  annual  report,  and  thus  save 
him  from  the  chagrin  of  being  officially  connected  with  men  who 
could  not  be  induced  to  do  as  they  had  promised  to  do.  As  to 
Department-Chaplains,  I  sincerely  hope  that  five  Departments 
will  see  that  the  next  Chaplain-in-Chief  is  not  totally  ignored, 
and  left  without  a  particle  of  data  with  whidi  he  would  gladly 
save  those  Departments  from  disgrace.    Grod  help  and  bless  us  all. 

In  the  living  bond  of  Fraternity,  Charity,  and  Loj^ty, 
I  am  sincerely  yours, 

MARK  B.  TAYLOR, 

ChapkLrnrin-Chiefy  G.A.  R. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Office  of  the  Adjutant-General, 

Omaha,  Nebraska,  August  15,  1897» 
T.  S.  Clarkson, 

Commander-in-Chief,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republics 

Comrade: 
In  complianoe  with  the  Rules  and  R^ulations,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  business  transacted  by  this 
office  from  September  5,  1896,  to  date. 

membership. 

The  total  membership  of  the  Order  in  good  standing  June 
30,  1896,  was  7,302  Posts  with  340,610  members;  on  Decem- 
ber 31, 1896, 7,276  Posts,  with  327,412  members;  on  June  30, 
1897,  7,106  Posts,  with  319,456  members.  The  gains  and 
losses  for  the  official  year  just  passed  being  shown  by  the  follow- 
ing 

RECAPITULATION. 

Members  in  good  standing  June  30,  1896 840,610 

Additional  by  errors 100 

(Jain  by  mnster-in 10,684 

(Jain  by  transfer 4,8S1 

(Jain  by  re-instatement 11,207 

(Jain  from  delinquent  reports 6,807 

Total  gain 32,929 

Aggregate  878,639 

Loss  by  death 7,616 

Loss  by  honorable  discharge 1,267 

Loss  by  transfer 4.642 

Loss  by  suspension 30,771 
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L088  by  dishonorable  discharge 411 

L088  by  delinquent  reports 8,981 

Loss  by  surrender  of  charter 606 

54,188 

Members  in  good  standing  June  80,  1897 319,466 

Members  regaining  suspended  June  80,  1897 48,860 

Total  borne  on  rolls 862,816 

To  this  should  be  added  the  membership  of  the  Posts  lost 
by  delinquent  reports,  they  really  being  still  members  of  the 
Order,  2,380.     Making  the  total  membership,  364,859. 

It  will  seem  from  the  above  that  a  new  element  of  loss  has 
introduced  itself  which  might  be  said  to  mark  the  "  beginning  of 
the  end," — ^the  "  loss  by  surrender  of  charter."  One  by  one  the 
''boys"  have  dropped  away,  joined  the  "Posts"  on  the  other 
shore,  until  there  are  not  enough  left  to  keep  up  the  organization, 
and  the  charter  is  surrendered,  and  the  remaining  few  affiliate 
with  another  Post  in  the  neighborhood,  or  remain  afloat  with  a 
Transfer  Card.  It  appears  to  me  that  right  here  is  where  good 
work  can  be  accomplished  with  the  system  of  "Outposts"  pro- 
vided by  the  last  National  Encampment  to  keep  these  "orphan" 
members  within  the  organization. 

I  append  the  customary  statistical  tables  brought  up  to  date 
for  the  information  of  the  comrades : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 


91 


TABLE  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 


DEPARTMENTS. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California  and  Nevada  . 
Colorado  and  Wyoming. 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 


Illinois !     578 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 139 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi        81 

Maine 166 

Maryland 63 

Massachusetts 212 

Michigan 366 

Minnesota 183 

Missouri 402 

Montana !       18 

Nebraska |     274 

New  Hampshire 98 

New  Jersey ;     113 

8 

651 

26 

681 

63 

59 

607 

19 

25 

85 

98 

42 

6 

112 

51 

59 

70 

276 


Posts. 

Members. 

13 

lt»8 

9 

270 

42 

655 

106 

5829 

52 

1991 

69 

6047 

22 

795 

26 

525 

13 

649 

17 

875 

578 

26625 

495 

20508 

13 

248 

487 

16224 

440 

14710 

New  Mexico 
New  York  . . . 
North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma  . . . 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania  . 

Potomac 

Rhode  Island. 
South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virffjnia  and  N.  Carolina 
Washin^n  and  Alaska. . 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 


Total 7:^02     840610 


5094 
1200 
8662 
3078 

22233 

16367 
8170 

15577 

544 

7602 

4432 

6607 

184 

37068  i 
558  I 

85020  I 
1140 
1932 

86682 
8005 
2369 
2250 
2920 
852 
170 
4762 
1229 
2400 
2081 

11898 


:)ECEMB 

sa  31, 1896. 

Posts. 

Members. 

18 

206 

9 

256 

42 

718 

118 

5405 

62 

2385 

69 

5930 

28 

778 

25 

479 

14 

612 

17 

369 

574 

25576 

487 

19589 

11 

229 

484 

15561 

438 

13959 

132 

5017 

83 

1277 

165 

8429 

55 

8024 

212 

22008 

882 

16096 

188 

8186 

888 

14244 

18 

620 

273 

7264 

92 

4324 

118 

6699 

9 

150 

665 

86503 

30 

637 

648 

80824 

42 

1158 

61 

1981 

606 

85029 

19 

2851 

26 

2307 

88 

2200 

92 

2606 

42 

786 

5 

176 

112 

4623 

54 

1295 

78 

2209 

71 

1982 

366 

11060 

7276 

827412 

Posts.  Members. 


18 

9 

76 

100 
69 
67 
16 
24 
15 
16 

577 

485 
8 

484 

408 
88 
80 

165 
58 

212 

888 

178 

385 
18 

274 
92 

111 
9 

644 
20 

629 
45 
61 

606 
18 
26 
78 
82 
41 
5 

112 
66 
57 
57 

268 


7106 


2U 

251 

1148 

5198 

2550 

5778 

596 

484 

624 

861 

25054 

19184 

288 

15297 

18288 

8856 

1155 

8288 

2945 

21617 

16038 

7669 

13815 

496 

7077 

4177 

6518 

158 

86218 

510 

30286 

1067 

1916 

84352 

2878 

2298 

2248 

2888 

819 

187 

4554 

1834 

1012 

1689 

10911 


819456 
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MEMBERSHIP  SINCE   1878. 

Members.  Membeit. 

1878 81,016   1888 372,960 

1879 44,752   1889 897,974 

1880 60,684   1890 409,489 

1881 86,856   1891 407,781 

1882 184,701   1892 399,880 

1888 '. 215,446   1898 397,228 

1884 278,168   1894 869,088 

1885 294,787   1895 857,689 

1886 828,571   1896 840,610 

1887 855,916   1897 819,456 

T^OSS   BT   DEATH. 

Percent. 

For  year  ending  March  31,  1886 8,020  0.93 

"  "  "           "      31,  1887 3,406  0.95 

"  **  "           **      31,1888 4,438  1.18 

"  "  **          June  80,  1889 4,696  1.18 

**  "  "           "      80,1890 : 5,476  1.38 

**  '*  **           *<      80,1891 5,966  1.46 

"  ''  **           '*      30,1892 6,404  1.61 

**  ''  "           ''      30,1893 7,002  1.78 

**  ''  **           ''      30,1894 7,288  1.97 

*'  **  "           **      30,1895 7,368  2.06 

"  "  *'           **      30,1896 7,298  2.21 

**  **  "           '*      30,1897 7,515  2.36 

EXPENDED   IN   CHARITY. 

For  six  months  ending  Dec.  81,  1896 $103,746.66 

"    '*         **  "      June  30,  1897 106,947.96 

Total  for  the  year .'.  1210,694. 61 

During  the  past  ten  years — from  June  30,  1887,  to  June  30, 
1897 — ^the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  expended  for 
charity  the  magnificent  sum  of  $2,100,617.67. 

I  desire  to  tender  to  my  predecessor,  Comrade  Irvin  Robbins, 
my  acknowledgments  for  the  saving  of  labor  accomplished  by 
formulating  the  new  blanks  "A"  and  "B"  consolidated,  and  the 
new  form  "C'  It  is  a  decidedly  practical  improvement  upon 
the  form  formeriy  in  use.  Pity  ^tis,  that  some  Assistant  Adju- 
tants-Greneral  will  persist  in  using  the  old  form  of  blanks  to 
inake  up  their  reports  to  National  Headquarters. 

I  regret  being  obliged  to  reiterate  the  complaint  of  all  my 
predecessors,  to-wit,  tardy  and  incorrect  reports,  which,  for  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


an\\     a«:my  of  the  bbpublic.  93 

time,  make  lilc  a  I  arden.     1  realize,  at  the  same  time,  that  my 
brothers  in  office  are  suffering  in  the  same  manner. 

This  matter  of  reports  is  one  which  should  receive  serious  and 
careful  consideration. 

The  present  system  of  semi-annual  reports  is  unsatisfactory, 
and,  to  some  extent,  worthless,  because  incorrect  and  incom- 
plete. Post  officers  are  unfamiliar  with  the  work — some  are 
careless — ^others,  especially  in  rural  districts,  are  unable  to  per- 
form the  clerical  work,  as  much  by  reason  of  age  as  anything 
else,  and  the  importance  of  getting  reports  in  on  time  is  not 
realized  or  appreciated.  The  logical  consequence  of  this  is 
delayed,  incomplete,  and  therefore  unsatisfactory,  reports  from 
Department  to  National  officers. 

This  is  especially  the  case  in  tlie  Surgeon's  and  Chaplain's  De- 
partments, as  can  be  gathered  from  the  reports  of  the  National 
Chiefs  of  those  Departments. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned  if  annual  reports  only  were 
required,  and  I  would  recommend  veiy  earnestly  the  adoption 
of  that  system,  and  bespeak  for  it  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Encampment  on  the  following  plan : 

All  Post  officers,  who  are  required  by  Rules  and  Regulations  to 
make  reports — i.  e..  Adjutant,  Quartermaster,  Surgeon,  and  Chap- 
lain should  make  out  these  reparts  at  the  expiration  of  their  term 
of  office,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Post  Commander,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  see  that  they  are  so  prepared  and  delivered  to  him. 
These  reports  are  to  be  presented  to  the  officer  or  comrade  de- 
tailed to  install  the  new  Post  officers  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  together  with  the  per  capita  tax.  The  installing  officer  is 
to  satisfy  himself  that  the  reports  are  complete  and  correct.  If 
he  does  not  find  them  so,  he  is  to  defer  the  installation  of  the 
new  officers  until  the  reports  are  made  out  properly. 

All  the  reports  and  the  per  capita  tax  are  then  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  Department, 
who  shall  turn  them  over  to  the  several  officers  to  whom  they 
are  due. 
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The  Department  officers  may  be  given,  say  until  March  1, 
to  consolidate  their  returns,  which  would  give  them  ample  time 
to  perform  this  work,  including  any  necessary  returns  of  reports 
for  corrections,  etc.,  and  on  that  date  they  should  be  required  to 
forward  their  consolidated  returns  with  per  capita  tax  to  National 
officers,  who  should  be  given,  say  until  May  1,  to  consolidate 
these  returns,  giving  them  ample  time  to  do  this,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, return  reports  for  corrections,  etc. 

Then  on  the  1st  day  of  May  the  Xatitmal  officers  should 
make  up  and  send  their  reports  to  the  Adjutant-General,  giving 
him  plenty  of  time  to  have  such  i'e(X)rts,  including  his  own, 
printed  and  ready  against  the  meeting  of  National  I^ncampment. 
This,  it  appears  to  me,  would  iasure  reasonably  complete  and 
correct  reports,  and  of  some  statistical  value,  which  a  number  of 
the  present  reports  are  not. 

As  it  is  at  present,  the  semi-annual  report  for  the  term  end- 
ing December  31  is  the  only  one  of  any  importance  or  value — 
because  on  this  re|)ort  is  basinl  the  representation  of  the  several 
Departments  in  the  National  Encampment.  The  report  for  the 
six  months  ending  June  30  is  of  no  value,  except  for  statistical 
purposes,  and  of  very  little  for  that,  Ixxiuise  mon»  or  less  incom- 
plete and  incorrect,  as  stated  Ix^fore. 

The  adoption  of  this  system  would,  of  coui'se,  involve  the 
postponement  of  the  payment  of  per  capita  tax  from  January  1, 
18-98,  when  the  tax  for  the  last  six  months  of  1897  would  be 
paid,  until  Januar}'  1,  1899.  There  would  Ix)  no  tax  paid  on 
July  1,  1898.  This  deficiency  in  the  receipts  could  be  easily 
tided  over,  should  the  funds  for  current  expenses  in  the  hands 
of  the  Quartemiaster-Cieneral  Ix^  not  sufficient  to  last  the  year 
through,  by  authorizing  that  officer  to  employ  a  portion  of  any 
of  the  special  funds  to  liquidate  current  expenses,  to  he  replaced 
out  of  tax  coming  in  at  the  first  of  the  year  1899. 

For  the  instruction  of  Post  and  Department  officers  the 
"Manual,"  adopted  in  1884,  should  be  revivinl  and  revised,  so 
as  to  give  most  minute  instruction  to  said  officers  on  ever\'  single 
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item  connected  with  the  preparing  of  their  reports  and  other 
duties.     It  would  prove  of  great  service. 

Complaints  have  reached  me  of  the  delay  in  turning  over 
books  and  records,  by  retiring  Department  officers,  to  their  suc- 
cessors, thus  hampering  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
Something  should  be  done  to  prevent  such  work,  which  is  not  in 
the  spirit  of  good  comradeship. 

I  prepared,  and  forwarded  to  their  proper  addresses,  all 
memorials  and  resolutions  directed  by  the  Thirtieth  Jincamp- 
ment. 

I  prepared  and  issued,  as  directed,  a  new  edition  of  the 
Service  Book,  containing  the  revised  Installation  Service  adopted 
by  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment.  I  also  issued  a  new 
edition  of  Rules  and  Regulations,  containing  all  amendments 
adopted  by  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment. 

I  had  bound,  and  added  to  our  library,  the  proceedings  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  National  Encampments. 

The  book  of  Consolidated  Reports  of  the  Adjutant-General 
being  in  rather  a  dilapidated  condition,  I  had  it  rebound  in  a 
solid  cover,  and  have  generally  caused  to  be  repaired,  and  put  into 
serviceable  condition,  the  furniture  and  appliances  jx^rtaining  to 
this  office. 

The  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  recommended,  but  did 
not  order,  that  a  blank  Ik?  prepared  for  use  in  mustering-in  new 
Posts.  I  consulted  with  a  number  of  ex|)erienced  Assistant  Ad- 
jutants-General on  this  subject,  and  finding  them  of  the  same 
opinion  as  myself,  to-wit,  that  such  a  blank  was  of  but  little  use 
at  this  time,  when  but  very  few  new  Posts  weye  being  organized, 
and  would  k»  rather  an  unnecessary  expense,  I  dropped  the 
matter. 

Referring  to  the  proposed  consolidation  of  the  offices  of  Ad- 
jutant-General and  Quartermaster-General,  I  am  free  to  say  that 
I  do  not  favor  it,  for  what  I  consider  practical  reasons. 

The  offices  should  remain  separate,  so  that  one  may  l)e  a 
check  upon  the  other.  The  Rules  should  be  so  amended  as  to 
requiix*  all  payments  or  remittances,  of  whats(K?ver  kind,  and  for 
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whatever  purposes,  sent  to  the  Adjutant-General,  who  should  be 
required  to  book  them,  and  then  forward  them  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General. In  like  manner,  the  Adjutant-Greneral  should 
also  keep  account  of  all  disbursements,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the 
official  term  of  these  two  officers  their  accounts  of  receipts  and 
disbursements  should  agree. 

A  reduction  in  expense  might  be  effected  in  this  way :  That 
the  Custodian  of  Records  be  charged  with  the  keeping  and  issu- 
ing of  all  supplies,  leaving  to  the  Quartermaster-Greneral  only 
the  care,  handling,  and  disbursing  of  the  funds  of  the  order,  for 
which  service  a  salary  of  say  $600  per  annum  might  be  consid- 
ered sufficient,  and  in  this  manner  the  salary  paid  the  two  officers 
would  only  amount  to  the  salary  formerly  paid  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General alone,  thus  effecting  a  saving  of  $600  per  annum. 

My  relations  with  National  and  Department  Officers  during 
my  term  of.  office  have  been  invariably  pleasant,  and  I  thank 
them  all,  and  all  my  comrades  with  whom  I  have  been  brought 
into  official  contact,  for  their  kindness,  courtesy,  and  assistance. 
I  have  endeavored,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  to  perform  my  duty 
^w  I  saw  it,  strictly  and  promptly,  with  an  occasional  dash  of 
-charity,  as  required  by  the  principles  of  our  Order.  Whether  I 
have  done  so  satisfactorily,  it  is  for  my  comrades  to  judge.  If 
they  should  pass  the  verdict  of  "Well  done,''  I  shall  feel  proud 
of  it.     If  not,  it  was  from  no  lack  of  endeavor  on  my  part 

My  relations  to  you,  Commander-in-Chief,  I  need  not  re- 
<»unt.  We  have  stood  "  shoulder  to  shoulder  "  for  many  years 
in  Grand  Army  work,  and  I  hope  that  we  may  continue  to  do 
so,  until  "lights  out"  shall  sound  for- us,  and  we  join  the  com- 
rades on  the  other  shore. 

Yours  in  F.,  C,  and  L., 


Adjutant'  Oeneral. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 
ADMINISTRATION. 


The  Council  of  Administration  met  at  the  Hotel  Ryan,  St 
Paul,  Minn.,  on  Friday,  September  5,  1896,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m., 
Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  in  the  chair. 

Present:  The  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Senior  Vioe-Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  the  Surgeon-General,  the  Adjutant-General,  and 
Comrades  Wickersham,  Carr,  Scott,  Armstrong,  Hill,  Erdman, 
Sargent,  Seheflfer,  Sterrett,  Traynor,  Proctor,  Crampton,  Shaw, 
Chambers,  Patten,  Young. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  instructions  of  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  as  to  the  Long  case  be -carried  out  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief  as  in  his  best  judgment  he  sees  fit,  and  that 
he  is  authorized  to  expend  such  sum  of  money  in  the  employ- 
ment of  Mr.  Carter  as  may  be  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Sterrett  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted : 

Resohedf  ^hat  the  retiring  Adjutant-General  be  authorized  to  publish 
9,500  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Encampment,  and  be 
allowed  for  editing  and  publishing  the  same  such  amount  as  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  shall  direct. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Armstrong  the  following  resjlution 
was  adopted : 

Resolved^  That  an  executive  committee,  consisting  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  the  Adjutant-General,  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  seven  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  to  be  named  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  be  constituted 
to  act  during  the  year,  when  the  Council  is  not  in  session. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Scott  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

BesolveJj  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  allowed  $2,000  for  his  ex- 
penses during  the  year ;  that  the  salary  of  the  Ac^utant- General  be  $2,000 ; 
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that  $600  be  appropriated  for  a  typewriter  at  Headquarters,  aad  that  the 
bond  of  the  Adjutant-General  be  fixed  at  $1,000,  such  bond  to  be  approved  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Soott  moved  that  the  salary  of  the  Quartermaster- 
Gteneral,  until  such  time  as  the  matter  of  his  duties  can  be  ad- 
justed upon  the  lines  indicated  by  the  action  of  the  Encampment^ 
be  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  year ;  that  the  bond  of  the  Quar- 
termaster-General be  fixed  at  $1 2,000,  the  same  to  be  approved 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized,  upon  consultation 
with  the  Judge- Advocate-General,  to  take  all  necessary  measures 
to  carry  into  effect  the  orders  of  the  Encampment  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  office  of  Quartermaster-General.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

Comrade  Wiekersham  called  for  a  statement  from  the  Quar- 
termaster-General as  to  the  funds  and  securities  of  the  Order; 
and  Comrade  Burbank  responded  as  follows :  The  retiring  Com- 
mander-in-Chief turned  over  to  me  $16,000  in  three  bonds  of 
ten,  five,  and  one  thousand  dollars,  registered  in  the  name  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  the  (Juartermaster-General.  He  also 
turned  over  the  sum  of  $11,000.  I  furnished  a  bond  to  the 
amount  of  $20,000,  the  premium  therefor  being  paid  by  the  En- 
campment. I  opened  an  account  with  the  Hide  &  Leather  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  Chicago,  and  deposited  the  draft.  The  bonds  I 
put  in  a  private  box  that  I  had  in  a  vault  in  the  First  National 
Ifenk.  I  brought  the  lK)nds  with  me  to  St.  Paul,  and  two  certi- 
fied checks,  one  for  $9,000  and  one  for  $1,575,  and  a  fraction, 
and  deposited  them  in  the  bank  that  Colonel  Schefifer  is  interested 
in.  I  have  paid  bills  from  this  money,  which  have  been  ap- 
pn)ved  by  the  retiring  Commander-in-Chief.  The  funds  are  de- 
posited in  tlie  name  of  the  (Quartermaster-General,  and  the  checks 
signed  by  him  as  (Quartermaster-General.  The  envelope  which 
has  contained  the  l)onds  during  the  past  year  has  written  on  it, 
"This  is  the  property  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,'' 
stating  its  contents. 
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Comrade  Sc^ieffer  moved  that  the  premium  on  the  bonds  to 
be  furnished  by  the  officers  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  En- 
campment, and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Sterrett  offered  the  following  resolutions^  which 
were  adopted : 

Resohedf  That  the  sum  of  $200  be  appropriated  for  reporting  and  fur- 
nishing a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirtieth  Annual  Encampment. 

Resolved,  That  the  A^'utant-General,  the  Quartermaster-General,  and 
the  Inspector-General  be  appointed  a  committee  on  supplies,  to  act  under 
the  direction  and  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Hill  moved  that  the  comrades  at  Decatur,  Illi- 
nois, having  charge  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  funds  raised 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Memorial  Hall,  turn  the  same 
over  to  the  Quartermaster-Greneral,  to  remain  as  a  special  deposit 
for  disposition  by  the  National  Encampment,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

Comrade  Burbank  extended  an  invitation  to  the  members 
of  the  Council  to  attend  the  dedication  services  of  the  Memorial 
Hall  in  Chicago,  and  on  motion  of  Comrade  Wickersham,  the 
invitation  was  accepted. 

Adjourned. 


Adjutant' General  and  Recorder, 
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MEETINGS  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

OP  THE 

NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  ADMINISTRATION. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Ad- 
ministration was  called  to  order  at  the  Hotel  Iroquois,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  at  2  o'clock  Monday,  November  30,  1896,  under  Special 
Order  No.  2  from  National  Headquarters.  Present:  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Quartermaster-General  Burbank,  Comrades 
William  H.  Armstrong,  Indiana;  F.  M.  Sterrett,  Missouri;  Al- 
bert Schaffer,  Minnesota;  Thomas  W.  Scott,  Illinois;  Charles 
A.  Shaw,  New  York ;  Rosooe  D.  Dix,  Michigan ;  J.  J.  Kents, 
New  Jersey. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  named  Comrade  Sterrett  to  act 
as  recorder  of  the  meeting. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Comrade  Kents, 
:and  unanimously  adopted : 

We  hereby  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  our  Comrade  Charles  E. 
Burmester,  Adjutant-General,  in  this  hour  of  his  sickness,  and  we  trust  that 
he  may  soon  be  restored  to  his  natural  health. 

It  is  moved  by  Comrade  Shaw  that  the  date  of  the  next 
National  Encampment  be  fixed  for  Thursday  and  Friday,  the 
25th  and  26th  of  August,  the  parade  be  fixed  for  Wednesday, 
August  25,  1897.     Unanimously  adopted. 

Comrade  Shaw,  of  New  York,  moves  that  the  action  of  the 
last  National  Encampment  regarding  the  colored  Post  at  Austin, 
Texas,  be  tlie  view  of  this  Committee,  and  that  no  further  action 
is  necessary.     It  is  a  vote  unanimous. 

Upon  the  request  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  for  the  issuing 
of  circulars,  Comrade  Scott,  Illinois,  moved  that  the  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  his  *  action.  Unani- 
mously carried. 
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Resolution  by  Comrade  Sterrett,  of  Missonri,  that  such 
expense  for  postage  as  may  be  incurred  by  Captain  Zalinski^ 
Special  Aide  on  Military  Instruction,  shall  be  made  a  part  of  the 
expense  attached  to  the  Adjutant-General's  office.  Unanimously 
adopted. 

Comrade  Armstrong,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief be  authorized  to  instruct  the  cliairman  of  the 
Committee  on  School  Histories  to  call  a  meeting  of  this  com- 
mittee at  such  time  and  place  as  he  desires  for  consultation  on 
their  work,  and  that  the  necessary  traveling  and  hotel  expenses 
be  paid  out  of  the  treasury.  On  the  passage  of  the  motion  a 
yea  and  nay  vote  was  taken. 

Yeas — Armstrong,  Sterrett,  Soheffer,  Scott,  Shaw,  Dix,. 
Kents,  Burbank,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Shaw,  of  New  York,  moves  that  the  matter  of 
consolidation  of  the  offices  of  Quartermaster-General  and  Ad- 
jutant-General, recommended  for  and  against,  in  last  annual  En- 
campment, are  conflicting,  and  moves  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
next  National  Encampment  for  their  construction  and  action. 

Yeas — Armstrong,  Sterrett,  Scheffer,  Scott,  Shaw,  Dix,. 
Kents,  Burbank  not  voting,  Commander-in-Chief. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Kents  the  committee  took  a  recess* 
subject  to  the  call  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Executive  Committee  met  at  the  Hotel  Iroquois  upon 
the  call  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  9  a.  m.,  December  1. 
Present,  the  full  committee,  except  Adjutant-Greneral  Burmester 
and  Comrade  Scheffijr. 

Comrade  Armstrong  moved  that  the  Badge  Committee  of 
the  Citizens'  Committee  of  Buffalo  be  directed  to  furnish  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  upon  his  arrival  at  Buffalo  to  attend  the  En- 
campment, 1,400  official  del^ate  badges  after  design  submitted 
to  the  committee,  no  badges  to  be  given  out  to  any  one  except  to 
the  Adjutant-Greneral.  If  said  committee  desires  to  retain  or 
give  out  any  of  such  badges  over  and  above  the  1,400  named  as 
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souvenirs,  they  must  not  be  given  until  after  the  adjournment  of 
the  National  Encampment.     Unanimously  adopted. 

Comrade  Armstrong,  of  Indiana,  of  the  Sub-committee  on 
Hotels  and  Accommodations,  reports  that  he  has  been  with  the 
Citizens'  (Committee  on  Hotels  and  that  they  have  arranged  with 
the  hotels  for  accommodations  at  not  to  exceed  regular  rates  and 
with  such  allowance  for  rooms  as  to  prevent  over-iTowding ;  that 
the  spirit  of  the  hotels  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  reasonable 
rates  and  perfect  comfort  to  those  who  attend  the  Encampment, 
and  the  Committee  believe  that  the  executed  contracts  now  in 
tlie  hands  of  the  committeee  with  all  the  prominent  hotels  are 
guarantee  of  abundant  accommodation  at  fair  rates  and  not  over- 
crowding of  those  who  attend,  in  that  r^ard  being  in  their 
opinion  better  than  any  contracts  with  hotels  at  previous  places 
of  Encampment.     Report  adopted. 

(.'omrade  Scott,  of  Sub-Committee  on  Railroads,  reports  a 
onfercnce  with  the  Citizens'  Committee  upon  this  subject  and 
finds  that  the  requirements  of  the  National  Encampment  as  im- 
posed upon  this  committee  are  fully  understood  and  in  a  fair 
way  to  be  complied  with  ;  that  a  large  majority  of  the  trunk  asso- 
ciations have  already  recommended  to  the  final  authority  the  com- 
pliance with  the  recjuirement*?  of  the  Encampment.  Those  not 
yet  responding  are  expected  to  do  so,  so  that  the  final  authority 
may  act  and  report  by  December  15,  and  the  expectation  is  that 
the  report  will  be  fully  favorable.  The  committee  recommends 
tliat  no  ac1;ion  be  taken  at  this  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittiHi  uiK)n  the  location  of  the  next  Encampment  at  Buffalo, 
but  that  the  matter  may  l)e  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Commander- 
in-(yhief  to  take  such  action  when  these  requirements  have  been 
fully  (x>mplied  with,  and  he  has  been  so  advised.     Adopted. 

Comrade  Armstrong,  of  Indiana,  moves  that  the  matter  of 
the  printing  of  the  revised  service  book  be  left  to  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, for  action.     Adopted. 

At  this  point  the  Commander-in-Chief  stated  that  he  had 
engagements  which  would  take  him  from  the  meeting,  and  called 
F.  M.  Sterrett,  St  I^ouis,  Mo.,  to  the  chair. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  stated  to  the  Executive  (/om- 
mittee  that  he  had  appointed  the  Committee  of  the  Battlefield 
Park  and  Commission  at  Frederic^ksburg  and  Spottsylvania,Va., 
provided  for  by  the  last  Encampment,  with  instructions  to  said 
committee  to  fully  investigate  the  matter  and  report  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Administration  at  its  next  met»ting  in  Buffalo. 

In  the  matter  of  the  Memorial  Building  Association  of 
Decatur,  111.,  the  Cbmmander-in-Chief  stated  to  the  Executive 
Committee  that  he  had  the  matter  referred  to  in  said  report  under 
consideration,  and  would  take  action  as  suggested  by  the  ('ouncil 
of  Administration  at  its  last  meeting,  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  also  reported  that  the  necessary  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed in  the  matter  of  the  republication  of  the  early  records  of 
the  National  Encampment 

Quartermaster-Cjeneral  Burbank  reports  that  the  United 
States  bonds  which  are  the  property  of  the  G.  A.  R.  have  been 
deposited  with  the  Hide  &  Jjeather  National  Bank  of  Chicago  in 
accordance  v/ith  the  instructions  of  the  mating  of  the  C/Ouncil 
of  Administration  held  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  September  f),  1 896. 
Adopted. 

Comrade  Scott,  of  Illinois,  moved  that  in  the  event  that  the 
National  Encampment  of  1897  is  held  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  that 
the  National  Headquarters  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  es- 
tablished at  the  Hotel  Iroquois.     Resolution  is  adopted. 

Comrade  Kents  offered  the  following  : 

That  we  hereby  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Citizens'  Committee  of  Buf- 
falo for  the  courteous  entertainment  that  we  have  received  at  their  hands 
while  we  were  in  the  city. 

Unanimously  adopted. 

Moved  that  we  adjourn,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief.    Motion  adopted. 

F.  M.  STERRETT, 
Chairman  pro  tempore  and  Recorder. 
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Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Administration,  held  at  the  Iroquois  Hotel,  Buffalo, 
New  York,  on  Monday  August  23,  1897,  at  12  o'clock  m. 

Present:  The  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Adjutant-Greneral, 
the  Quartermaster-Greneral,  Comrades  C.  W.  Buckley,  W.  H. 
Armstrong,  T.  W.  Scott,  R.  D.  Dix,  Albert  Scheffer,  Charles  A. 
Shaw,  and  J.  J.  Kents. 

On  motion  the  reading  of  minutes  of  previous  meeting  was 
dispensed  with. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  reported  that  the  so-called  Ix>ng 
case  had  been  dismissed  by  the  Supreme  Court 

On  motion  the  following  committee  was  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  report  of  the  Quartermaster-Greneral,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  Adjutant>-General :  Comrades  Kents,  Dix,  and  Sheffer. 

On  motion  Comrades  Scott,  Armstrong,  and  Shaw  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  audit  all  bills  requiring  the  approval  of 
the  Council. 

The  Adjutant-Geneitd  presented  correspondence  relative  to 
the  fund  created  for  the  Decatur  Memorial  Hall.  On  examin- 
ation of  the  correspondence  it  was  developed  that  the  association 
at  Decatur,  which  is  a  chartered  body,  was  willing  to  return  the 
fund  to  the  donors,  but  that  the  treasurer  was  fearful  that  he 
would  not  be  released  from  his  bond  by  so  doing.  On  motion 
of  Comrade  Scott  the  correspondence  was  referred  to  the  Judge- 
Advocate-Greneral  for  his  opinion. 

The  Adjutant-Greneral  reported  as  to  furniture  in  his  office, 
and  on  motion  it  was  ordered  that  such  furniture  as  was  not 
necessary  for  the  Adjutant-GreneraPs  oflSce  be  shipped  to  the 
custodian,  and  the  balance  to  the  incoming  Adjutant-Greneral. 


Adjutant-General  and  Recorder, 
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Minutes  of  meeting  of  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  Administration,  held  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.  on  August  24th,  1 897, 
at  the  Iroquois  Hotel. 

The  following  report  was  presented  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  audit  bills  not  heretofore 
acted  upon,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  bill  for  professional 
accountant's  services,  amounting  to  fifty  dollars,  and  a  bill  for  a  testimonial 
to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Walker,  amounting  to  five  hundred  dollars, 
with  a  small  charge  for  expressage,  and  recommend  that  the  same  be  ap- 
proved, and  ordered  paid. 

THOMAS  W.  SCOTT, 
W.  H.  ARMSTRONG, 
CHARLES  A.  SHAW. 

The  following  report  was  presented,  and  on  motion  was 
adopted : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  examine  the 
accounts  of  the  Adjutant-General,  and  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  re- 
spectfully report,  that  they  have  performed  the  duties  assigned  them,  and 
find: 

As  to  the  report  of  the  Adjutant-General  the  total  expenses  of  the 
office  were  $1,480.61,  for  which  the  proper  vouchers  were  submitted,  exam- 
ined, and  found  correct. 

As  to  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster- General,  they  have  examined  the 
accounts  and  vouchers,  and  also  the  sworn  statement  of  the  expert  account- 
ant appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  have  approved  the  same.  It 
gives  us  pleasure  to  state  that  the  books  of  the  Quartermaster- General  are 
kept  in  a  masterly  manner. 

J.  J.  RENTS, 
ROSCOE  D.  DIX, 
ALBERT  SCHEFFER. 

Adjourned. 


AdjutarU- General  and  Recorde*-. 
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Minutes  of  meeting  of  the  National  Council  of  Adminis- 
tration, held  at  the  Iroquis  Hotel  in  Buffalo,  at  2  p.  M.,  on 
August  24,  1897. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  and  Senior  and  Junior  Vice- 
Commanders-in-Chief  being  absent  serving  upon  a  committee  to 
receive  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Comrade  Shaw  moved 
that  Comrade  Armstrong  be  chairman  of  the  meeting,  and  the 
motion  prevailed. 

The  Adjutant^General  called  the  roll  of  the  council,  and  the 
following  comrades  were  found  to  be  present: 

The  Surgeon-General,  the  Adjutant^General,  Comrades 
Wickersham,  Carr,  Worrell,  Wilmarth,  Armstrong,  Hill,  Sar- 
geant,  Brian,  Jjoomis,  Dix,  Scheffer,  Proctor,  Kents,  Crampton, 
Shaw,  Monfort,  Baker,  Allen,  Chambers,  ViaJl,  Patten,  Ayres, 
Mclntyre,  Mallory. 

The  Adjutant-Greneral  read  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of 
the  Executive  Committee  during  the  year,  and  a  motion  was 
made  that  such  minutes  be  approved. 

Comrade  Carr  desired  to  inquire  whether  the  approval  of 
the  minutes  commits  the  council  to  the  correctness  of  the  reports 
of  the  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General;  that  in  his 
opinion  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Encampment. 

Comrade  Hill  suggested  that  the  Council  as  a  whole  should 
participate  in  the  business  pertaining  to  the  Council  of  Admin- 
istration, and  such  business  should  not  be  transferred  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  motion  to  approve  the  minutes  prevailed. 

The  resignation  of  Comrade  Matteson,  of  Georgia,  was  pre- 
sented and  accepted,  and  on  the  nomination  of  the  Department 
of  Georgia,  Comrade  James  O.  Ladd,  of  Summerville,  South 
Carolina,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  resignation  of  Comrade  C.  W.  Erdman,  of  Kentucky, 
was  presented  and  accepted,  and  Comrade  Henry  S.  Cohn  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
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Comrade  Hill  moved  that  in  the  absence  of  an  order  from 
the  Department  Commander,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  A.  A.  G., 
or  other  line  oflScer  of  the  Department,  the  member  of  the 
Comicil  of  Administration  from  such  Department  be  authorized 
to  receive  the  badges  allotted  to  that  Department.  Comrade 
Scheffer  suggested  that  such  action  should  be  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  by  consent  of  Comrade 
Hill  the  motion  was  so  amended,  and  prevailed. 

Comrade  Cohn,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  that  a  question 
had  arisen  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  June  report  in  that  De- 
partment, which  showed  a  membership  of  about  nine  hundred 
less  than  the  December  report  preceding,  and  moved  that  the 
Adjutant-Grenearal  be  authorized  to  receive  from  the  Department 
of  Kentucky  per  capita  tax  on  the  basis  of  the  December  report, 
and  thereupon,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  C/ommander-in 
Chief,  issue  the  proper  badges  to  the  Department  of  Kentucky. 
The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Hill  moved  that  the  Citizens'  Committee  be  re- 
quested to  provide  tickets  for  the  families  of  members  of  the 
Council  of  Administration  to  seats  on  the  reviewing  stand. 
Comrade  Cohn  suggested  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  tickets  be 
asked  for,  and  moved  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

The  motions  of  Comrades  Hill  and  Cohn  were  put  as  one, 
and  were  carried.  The  chairman  appointed  as  the  conmiittee. 
Comrades  Cohn,  Hill,  and  Wickersham. 

Adjourned  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 


AdjiUarvt- General  and  Recorder. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CUSTODIAN  OF  RECORDS. 


Office  of  Custodian  of  Recx)rd8, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia,  August  15, 1897. 

Chas.  E.  Burmester, 

Adjutarvt-Generaly  G,  A,  R,: 

Comrade : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  flie  following  as  my  report  for 
the  period  commencing  August  8,  1896,  and  ending  at  this  date: 

As  stated  in  my  last  report  the  rooms  assigned  to  me  by  the 
Department  of  Pennsylvania,  G.  A.  R.,  in  this  historic  building 
were  expected  to  be  slightly  remodeled  during  the  past  year  to 
restore  them  to  their  original  condition,  but  owing  to  a  lack  of 
appropriations  the  work  has  not  yet  commenced,  and  we  are  as- 
sured by  the  architect  that  but  slight  changes  are  required  in 
the  building,  so  that  we  will  probably  not  be  disturbed  very 
much  during  the  alterations. 

Adjutant-General  Irvin  Robbins,  at  the  close  of  his  term 
of  office,  shipped  me  several  cases  containing  pictures  and  other 
property  of  tlie  National  Encampment,  which  I  have  properly 
taken  care  of.  He  also  sent  me  all  the  documents  of  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  up  to  and  including  the  year  1895.  These 
I  have  been  carefully  assorting  and  filing  in  their  proper  places, 
and  at  the  same  time  have  relaxed  no  effort  towards  completing 
the  files  of  all  printed  documents  that  have  any  bearing  upon 
the  history  of  the  Grand  Army,  particularly  the  journals  of  En- 
campments of  early  dates,  many  of  which  are  missing  from  our 
files;  although  I  think  probably  the  National  records  have  as 
complete  a  collection  of  Department  Journals  as  there  is  in  the 
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country.  I  have  many  duplicates  of  Department  Journals  which 
I  can  send  to  those  who  write  for  them,  enclosing  postage  for  the 
same.  I  will  also  be  glad  to  correspond  with  any  one  having 
duplicate  copies  of  the  early  Department  Journals,  with  a  view 
of  adding  them  to  our  files. 

Many  of  the  public  libraries  of  the  country  have  applied  to 
me  for  copies  or  complete  files  of  the  Journal  of  the  National 
Encampment  and  I  have  supplied  them  as  far  as  possible,  but  I 
find  that  the  older  Journals  are  now  becoming  very  scarce. 

An  increasing  interest  is  being  manifested  by  librarians  and 
library  societies  in  the  literature  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  owing 
to  the  fact  that  very  little  of  anything  is  now  procurable  for 
distribution  relating  to  the  period  from  1867  to  1880,  I  think 
that  a  reprint  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  National  Encampment 
comprised  within  the  above  dates  would  be  desirable,  as  nothing 
previous  to  1880  can  be  furnished  from  this  office. 
Respectfully. submitted  in  F.,  C,  and  L., 

J.  HENRY  HOLCOMB, 

Custodian  of  Records. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  comrades  all  over  the  country  for 
their  co-operation  and  assistance  in  aiding  me  in  getting  missing 
numbers  of  Department  Journals,  but  particularly  to  Comrade 
Brad  P.  Cook,  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  who  has  made  manuscript 
oopies  of  the  journals  of  the  Department  of  Nebraska  for  the 
years  1883,  1884,  and  1886,  and  forwarded  the  same  to  me, 
thus  completing  their  file  in  this  office. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL 


Office  of  the  Quartermaster-General, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Chicago,  August  15,  1897. 
Chas.  E.  Burmester, 

Adjutant'  General : 

Dear  Sir  and  Comrade: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  abstracts  for  receipts,  expendi- 
tures, purchases,  and  issue  of  supplies  for  the  current  year  end- 
August  10,  1897. 

I  am  yours  very  truly  in  F.,  C,  and  L., 

A.  J.  BURBANK, 
Quartei^inaster-  General, 


ABSTRACrS   submitted. 

I.  Alxstraot  of  purchases. 

II.  Abstract  of  sales. 

III.  Southern  Memorial  Fund — contributions. 

IV.  Statement  of  flags  issued. 

V.  Rec(»ipts  and  expenditures  aixHuint  S)uthem  Memorial 
Fund. 

VI.  Grant  Monument  Fund. 

VII.  Sherman  Monument  Fund. 

VIII.  Per  capita  tax  received. 

IX.  Report  of  supplier  received,  issiuni,  and  on  hand. 

X.  Statement  of  expenditures. 

XI.  Account  current. 

XII.  Assets  and  investments. 
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III. — Southern  Memorial  Fund. 


Statement  of  contributions  from  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Ladies  of  the  O.  A. 
R.,  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  Sons  of  Veterans,  1896-7. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Post  No.      1,  Norwich $6  00 

58,  Middletown 6  00 

$10  00 

ILLINOIS. 

Post  No.      5,  Chicago f 6  00 

48,  Batavia 1  00 

68,  Streator 2  00 

91,  Chicago 2  00 

94,  Henry 1  00 

96,  Quincy 2  60 

140,  Champaign 6  00 

169,  Marengo 1  00 

209,  Paris 3  00 

256,  Monticello 2  00 

283,  De  Kalb 2  00 

299,  Dixon 2  00 

301,  Greenville 50 

306,  Chicago 2  00 

327,  Toulon 2  00 

464,  Mahomet 1  00 

477,  Summer  Hill 1  00 

515,  Pittsfield 1  00 

578,  Chicago 5  00 

623,  Vernon 1  00 

634,  Fairview 1  00 

698,  Victoria 1  00 

701,  Chicago 1  00 

45  00 

INDIANA. 

Post  No.      8,  South  Bend $5  00 

227,  Otterbein 1  00 

482,  Coal  Citv 85 

*       6  86 

IOWA. 

Post  No.  211,  Afton .' |1  00 

1  00 

Amount  carried  forward f62  85 
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111. — Southern  Memorial  Fund — Continued. 


Amount  brought  forward $62  35 

KENTUCKY. 
Pt>st  No.    11,  Fordsville |0  60 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Post  No.    19,  Fitchburg |6  00 

24,  Grafton 2  00 

48,  Ayer 2  00 

68,  Dorchester 6  00 

80,  Westboro 5  00 

186,  Carabridgeport 6  00 

MINNESOTA. 

Poet  No.      2,  Anoka $1  00 

20,  St.  Paul 2  00 

21,  St.  Paul 5  00 

84,  Worthington 2  00 

48,  Janesville 2  00 

61,  Alexandria 2  00 

67,  Excelsior 1  00 

158,  Charka 2  00 

,  Clearwater 2  00 

— ,  Lesueur 1  00 

NEBRASKA. 

Post  No.  110,  Omaha |2  00 


NEW  JERSEY. 
Post  No.     11,  Newark $10  00 

NEW  YORK. 

Post  No.    127,  Kingston $6  00 

140,  New  York 10  00 

170,  Mt.  Vernon 5  00 

264,  New  York 1  00 

406,  Jordan 1  00 

418,  Central  Square 1  00 

OHIO. 
Post  No.    107,  Toledo $5  00 


(iO 


•24  00 


•20  00 


•2  OO 


10  00 


•2:j  00 


••>  00 


Amount  carried  forward $14 6  05 
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III. — Southern  Memorial  Fund — Continued. 

Amount  brought  forward $146  96 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Post  No.    298,  Houtzdale $1  00 

1  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Post  No.      9,  Woonsocket $5  00 

17,  Pawtucket 10  00 

18,  Providence 5  00 

20  00 

SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

Post  No.     19,  Aberdeen $2  00 

27,  Plankinton 1  00 

148,  Hermosa 2  00 

5  00 

VERMONT. 

Post  No.  106,  liyndonville $3  00 

3  00 

WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA. 

Post  No.     42,  Lynden,  Wash $2  00 

2  00 

WISCONSIN. 

Post  No.  125,  Mineral  Point $2  00 

210,  Hortonville 1  00 

8  00 

$180  95 
From  Circles  of  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Illinois  : 

J.  A.  Garfield $5  30 

G.  A.  Custer 3  40 

Julius  White 1  00 

Lady  Washington 16  20 

J.  B.  McPherson 1  50 

Geo.  H.  Thomas 2  11 

John  W.  Spink 8  39 

Ellsworth 2  45 

U.  S.  Gi-ant 2  30 

Englewood 2  00 

A.  Lincoln 2  35 

Henry  Saint 1  80 

Alexis 1  00 

Fort  Wagner 1  70 

46  00 

Amount  carried  forward $226  96 
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III. — Southern  Memorial  iVmi— Concluded. 

Amount  brought  forward $226  95 

From  Woman's  Relief  Corps $778  97 

Massaehosetts  Division  Sons  of  Veterans 26  00 

—        798  97 

$1,025  92 
RECAPITULATION. 

Prom  Poets  of  the  G.  A.  R. $180  95 

Woman»8  Relief  Corps 778  97 

Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Dept  of  Dlinois 46  00 

Massachusetts  Division  Sons  of  Veterans 25  00 

$1,026  92 
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IV. — Southern  MemoHal  Fund. 


SHIPMENT  OF  FLAGS. 

No.  of  Flags. 

R.  Y.  Patterson,  Supt.  Natl.  Cemetery Mobile,  Ala 260 

John  Baer,  Acy't.  Post  21 Lebanon,  Ky 1,000 

W.  H.  Melgrath,  A.  Q.  M.  G Jacksonville,  Fla 1,600 

John  H.  Bolton San  Antonia,  Tex 160 

Isaac  Powell Newbern,  N.  C 8,000 

R.  G.  Griffin Yorktown,  Va ,  1,800 

R.  W.  Smith Charlotte,  N.  C 1,200 

€.  Hart,  Supt.  National  Cemetery Knoxville,  Tenn 1,600 

Supt  of  National  Cemetery Chattanooga,  Tenn 2,600 

€.  H.  Smart Nashville,  Tenn 2,000 

W.  H.  Deaver Asheville,  N.  C 260 

€has.  W.  Biese,  A.  A.  G Chattanooga,  Tenn. . . ; . .  800 

A.  A.  Hager,  National  Soldiers'  Home Hampton,  Va 6,000 

W.  H.  Martin Raleigh,  N.  C 1,600 

J.  V.  Davis,  Supt.  National  Cemetery Alexandria,  Va 600 

E.  W.  Gurley Hendereonville,  N.  C 60 

John  Thompson Portsmouth,  Va 1,000 

Wm.  N.  Eaton Portsmouth,  Va 2,000 

H.  W.  Chatfield Fort  Marion,  Fla. 160 

Thos.  Kremeertz Baton  Rouge,  La ;  200 

Thos.  Shea Vicksburg,  Miss 600 

Ed.  M.  Main New  Orleans,  La 8,000 

A.  C.  Taylor Pineville,  La 600 

J.  M.  Dickey Corinth,  Miss 4,000 

Samuel  Wiggin Plymouth,  N.  C 600 

A.  W.  Famsworth Whitesburg,  Tenn 80 

R.  H.  Andes Sevierville,  Tenn 24 

John  Farmer Fountain  City,  Tenn 24 

John  French Cleveland,  Tenn 100 


Total 89,128 

Purchased  of  J.  L.  Locke 89,128 
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V. — Southern  Memoinat  Fund. 


RECEIITS. 

Balance  from  report  1896 $1,607  38 

Received  from  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R 226  96 

'*             Mrs.  Isabelle  T.  Bagley,  National  Treas- 
urer Woman's  Relief  Corps *    773  97 

•*  Massachusetts  Div.  Sons  of  Veterans  ...        25  00 

$2,688  30 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

39,128  flags  purchased  from  J.  L.  Locke $408  18 

Express  charges  on  above 51  82 

Cash  sent  to  Jas.  P.  Averill,  Dept  Com.,  Georgia 200  00 

"  Edgar  Allan,  Com.  of  Arrangements,  Dept. 

Va.  and  N.  Carolina 160  00 

''          Halbert  B.  Case,  Dept.  Com.,  Tennessee. .  100  00 
*'           John  H.  Bolton,  Post  Com.,  San  Antonio, 

Texas 80  00 

R.  W.  Smith,  Post  Com.,  Charlotte,  N.  C.  25  00 

**           R.  G.  Griffin,  Post  Com.,  Yorktown,  Va. . .  25  00 

**           H.  W.  Weiss,  Post  No.  46,  Petersburg,  Va.  26  00 

"           Isaac  Powell,  Newbem,  N.  C 25  00 

1,039  60 

Balance  on  hand $1,598  80 


VI. — Gi'ant  Monument  Fund. 


Balance  on  hand  last  report $5,733  42 

Balance  on  hand $5,733  42 


VII. — Sherman  Monument  Fund. 


Balance  on  hand  last  report $221  78 

Balance  on  hand $221  78 
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VIII. — Per  Capita  Tax  Received  by  A.  J.  Burbank\  Quartermaster- Genet-alj 
G.  A,  B.jfor  Year  Ending  August  10,  1897. 


DEPARTMENTS. 


Alabama.... 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California  and  Nevada 

Colorado  and  WyomlDg 

Connecticut 

Dakota,  Nortli 

Dakota,  South 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

niinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi 

Maine 

Maryland , 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota. 

Missouri , 

Montana. 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode  Island 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina .. 

Washini^ton  and  Alaska  

WestVIrninia 

Wisconsin 


Total f4146  05   I 


Secx)nd  Half. 


Date,  189C.        Amount. 


March  13 

February  1.... 

AprilM 

May  » 

January  29. . .. 
Februai7  17.., 

March  18 

February  17... 
February  17... 
February  17... 

March  8 

February  17... 

March  22 

February  17... 

March  18 

March  25-. 

February  26... 

April  17 

February  26... 

March  18 

Februar>'  1. . ., 
January  18..., 
February  20... 

March  25 

April  5 , 

January  29. . ., 
February  20... 
January  11.... 
February  1. . ., 
February  17... 
February  27... 

April  14 

May  11 

February  6. . . 

March  25. 

February  6.... 
January  22..., 
February  17.. 

March  13 

January  9 , 

January  22 

June  7 

February  1. . ., 

March  13 

February  10... 


12  58 

3  10 
17  17 
09  60 
29  18 
74  12 

7  96 
28  09 
9  b6 
598 
7  67 

4  61 
319  70 
244  24 

2  87 

194  51 

174  48 

62  71 

17  25 

106  30 

37  79 

276  23 

201  20 

102  77 

178  05 

6  50 

112  95 

54  05 

83  74 

1  88 

456  29 

385  29 

14  47 

26  21 
437  39 

35  64 
28  84 
32  58 
11  '22 
220 
57  79 
31  55 

27  65 
24  78 

138  25 


First  Half. 

Date,  1897. 

Amount 

July  27 

$2  74 

July  21 

3  16 

August  10. 

14  36 

July -27 

64  98 

August  2. . 

31  90 

August  3  . 

72  16 

Augusts.. 

638 

August  3. . 

•28  04 

July  27 

785 

July  30..... 

543 

July  21 

780 

Augusts.. 

440 

August  2. . 

318  17 

July  27 

239  80 

Augu>t  3. . 

298 

August  10. 

191  21 

August  5. . 

166  01 

AugUht  10. 

48  20 

August  2. . 

14  43 

Auxust  10. 

103  60 

July  27..,.. 

36  82 

Au.just2.. 

270  21 

July -27 

200  48 

ATlKll8t2.. 

95  99 

AlJl^MlSt  10. 

172  69 

Julv21 

620 

JuU  27 

88  46 

Jul  V  21 

62  21 

July  21 

81  43 

July21..... 

1  98 

July  27 

452  72 

An  K  list  10. 

377  95 

July  27 

13  34 

July  27 

23  95 

August  10. 

429  40 

July  27 

35  98 

July  21 

28  66 

July  27 

29  79 

July  30 

10  26 

JiU  21 

286 

July  30..... 

66  93 

Alienists.. 

16  67 

All  ^' list  10. 

28  90 

July  27..... 

20  49 

August  2. . 

136  39 

1 

13998  86 

a.— Balance  91.45  on  first  half  1896. 
6.— Balance  922.15  on  first  half  1896. 
<•.— Balance  91.29  on  first  half  1896. 


d.— Balance  91.39  on  first  half  1896. 
<;.-98 19  is  tax  on  first  half  1896. 
/.— 515.36  is  tax  on  first  haf  1896. 
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XI. — AccoulU  CurrefU  for   Year  Eliding  Augiuti  10^  1897. 


A.  J.  Burbank,  Quartermaster-Genei'alj 

In  account  with  Grand  Army  of  the  Repoblic. 

Cash.  Dr. 

Balance  on  hand  August  15,  1896,  viz.: 

General  fund $3,011  67 

Grant  Monument  fund 6,788  42    . 

Sherman  Monument  fund 221  78 

Southern  Memorial  fund 1,607  38 

$10,674  26 

Received  from  sale  of  supplies  as  per  Abstract  II. . .    $6,976  03 

Per  capita  tax 8,189  90 

Contribution  to  Southern  Memorial  fund 1,026  92 

Interest  on  U.  S.  bonds 640  00 

Interest  on  deposits 112  97 

16,898  82 

1  otal  to  be  accounted  for $27,468  07 

Cr. 
Expenditures  as  per  Abstract  X  : 

For  supplies $4,612  56 

For  traveling  expenses 2,810  50 

For  salaries 4,850  00 

For  postage,  expenses,  and  incidentals 6,510  33 

For  Southern  Memorial  fund 1,039  60 

19,722  89 

Balance  on  hand $7,746  18 

To  be  credited  as  follows  : 

To  General  fund $196  18 

To  Grant  Monument  fund 6,738  42 

To  Sherman  Monument  fund 221  78 

To  Southern  Memorial  fund 1,693  80 

$7,745  18 
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XII. — Assets  and  Irwestments. 


ASSETS. 

Cash,  General  Fund $196  18 

"     Grant  Monument  Fund 6,738  42 

*'     Sherman  Monument  Fund 221  78 

**     Southern  Memorial  Fund 1.698  80 

Total  cash 17,746  18 

Cash  value  of  supplies  on  hand 1,166  10 

Oun  metal  in  hands  of  Joseph  K.  Davison 884  48 

Lithograph  stones  for  transfers  and  discharges 20  00 

Electro  plates  of  applications  and  blanks 9  00 

$9,828  76 

INVESTMENTS. 

United  States  bonds,  4  per  cent,  due  1907,  par $16,000  00 


Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


130  THIRTY*  FIRBT  {RATIONAL  BNOAMPMBNT 


REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL. 

Office  of  the  Inspector-General, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Repubijc, 
Philadelphia,  August  15,  1897. 
Charles  E.  Burmester, 

Adjutant  Geneva/,  (h'and  Ai^my  of  the  Republic : 

Comrade: 

In  compliance  with  Rules  and  Regulations,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  my  report,  together  with  a  summary  of  tlie  annual  in- 
spection, as  presented  by  Department-Inspectors,  and  extracts 
from  reports  of  Aasistant  Inspectors-General. 

Upon  assuming  the  duties  of  Inspector-General,  and  with 
the  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  I  at  once  took  up  a 
revision  of  the  Inspectors'  blanks,  on  the  lines  as  suggested  in 
the  veiy  excellent  report  of  Inspector-General  Olin  to  the  Thir- 
tieth National  Encampment.  Blank  form  " E"  has  been  reduced 
from  twenty-seven  columns  to  seventeen,  and  contains  all  the 
questions  that  are  necessary  and  important  to  ascertain  the  actual 
condition  of  Dejmrtments.  A  new  blank  form  "E"-2  was 
adopted,  upon  which  Deimitment  Inst)ectors  made  their  reports 
U)  this  office. 

I  have  retx'ived  reports  from  the  Inspectors  of  every 
Department,  and  also  from  thirty-eight  Assistant  Inspectors- 
Greneral,  leaving  seven  delinquents,  viz. :  Florida,  Indian  Terri- 
tory, Ohio,  New  York,  Oklahoma,  Tennessee,  and  West  Virginia. 
Although  written  to  repeattHlly,  their  refusal  to  even  offer  an 
excuse  for  their  failure  to  rei)ort  indicates  very  clearly  that  some 
one's  judgment  was  at  fault  when  they  were  sele(*ted  to  represent 
their  Dei)artments  as  A.ssist4int  Insj>ectors-General. 

As  a  rule  the   reports  received  are  of  a  very  satisfactory 
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DIPARTMKNT8. 


Alabama ~ 

Arixona. 

Arkaona. 

California  and  Nevada. 
Colorado  and  Wyoming, 

Connecticat 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia ^ 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana. 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa. 

Kaniaa 

Kentucky 

Lonifltana  and  MisaiMippi 

Maine 

liaryland 

MawaehnaettB 

Michigan 

Minnesota. 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. 

Potomac 

Rhode  Island , 

South  DakoU • 

Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

Washington  and  Alaska 

West  VirginU 

Wisconsin 


Totals. 
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I  character,  showing  that  the  Order  generally  is  in  good  condition. 

The  annual  inspection  in  some  Departments  is  not  conducted  on 
the  lines  as  laid  down  in  our  laws  relative  to  the  same.     This 
I  can  readily  1x3  observe<l  by  the  number  of  Posts  repoii:e<l  as 

"not  inspected/'  while  the  Departments  which  give  to  this  cere- 
mony the  attention  it  deserves,  and  consider  it  more  than  a  mere 
form,  are  noted  for  their  prosperity  and  efficiency. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  change  in  the  time  of  conduct- 
!  ing  the  annual  insi^ection  to  a  date  earlier  than   November  1st 

i  would  l)e  pnxluctive  of  l)ctter  ivsults,  and  would  suggest  that  the 

inspection  l>egins  not  later  than  September  15,  as  the  chilly  rains 
I  of  Xovember  and  the  bleak  wunds  and  snows  of  December  are 

I  not  conducive  to  travel  in  the  country  districts.     Nearly  every 

I  Assistant  Inspector-dcueral  and  Depart rnent  Inspector  coincides 

'  with  me  in  this. 

I  I  would  call  si)ecial  attention  to  the  extracts  from  the  re- 

;  ports  of  tlie  Assistant  Inspet^toi's-General,  showing  as  they  do 

the  encouraging  outlook  for  the  futuit*.     The  condition  of  the 

i  National  and  State  Homes  for  the  care  of  the  survivors  of  the 

I 

war  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  various  S<>1- 
I  diers'  Oq)haas'  Homes,' are  matters  of  general   interest  to  our 

entire  oi'ganization. 
j  In  conclusion,  I  I'cturn  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation 

'  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  honor  conferred  by  my  ap- 

I  pointment  as  1  ns|>e( •tor-General ;  his  earnestness  and  wise  counsel 

•  have  been  to  me  an  incentive  to  my  best  thought  and  effort  in 

'  endeavoring  to  strengthen  and  advance  the  intei'csts  of  our  loved 

I  organization.     To  youi-self  as  Adjutant>-General  I  am  grateful 

1  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness  conferred,  and  thank  you  most 

I  sincerely  for  your  aid,  assistance,  and  ready  rt\sponse  to  the  many 

calls  I  made  upon  you. 

Fraternally  yours, 
'  CHARLES  A.  SUYDAM, 

Inspector- Generaf, 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF  ASSISTANT  INSPECT- 
ORS-GENERAL 


ALABAMA. 

A.  P.  STOKE,  A.  I.  O. 

The  Ninth  Department  Encampment  of  Alabama  was  held  at  Cullman, 
Alabama.  March  10,  where  some  renewal  of  interest  was  manifest,  in  con- 
trast to  the  almost  lifeless  condition  that  has  pervaded  this  Department  for 
the  last  three  years.  The  financial  depression  has  scattered  or  impoveri:>lied 
our  membership  to  a  degree  almost  amounting  to  demoralization,  and  in  some 
cases  Posts  exist  only  in  name  or  memory,  with  few  to  mourn  a  hard  fate  and 
guard  the  unsurrendered  charter.  Unpaid  dues  has  been  the  cause  of  a  great 
number  of  suspensions  in  Posts  that  survive,  and  cases  are  on  record  where 
some  more  fortunate  or  prosperous  comrade  has  paid  the  per  capita  tax  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  to  protect  the  standing  of  a  Post  in  the  Department. 
Very  many  comrades  have  assumed  membership  in  our  Grand  Army  that 
took  little  account  of  sacrifices  and  responsibility  that  are  the  natural  results 
of  such  acts,  and  again,  as  in  camp,  or  in  line  of  duty  in  the  sixties,  they 
grumble,  shirk,  and  sometimes  desert  altogether. 

Great  distances  and  necessarily  expensive  travelling  prevents  even 
yearly  visits  to  different  Posts  by  the  Department  Commander  or  other  offi- 
cers, a  condition  to  be  regretted,  but  not  easily  remedied  in  this  section, 
^uch  visits  would  result  in  great  good,  and  often  relieve  the  monotony  of 
many  a  dull  regulation  meeting,  where  good  cheer  and  encouraging  words  are 
sadly  lacking. 

Very  many  in  this  Department  know  only  in  imagination  the  stimulating 
effect  of  public,  moral,  and  social  backing  that  our  comrades  in  other  Depart- 
ments enjoy,  and  they  grow  to  have  less  exalted  estimate  of  their  own  serv- 
ices, as  well  as  the  grand  Order  to  which  they  belong.  However,  a  marked 
change  has  taken  place  here  in  this  section,  relating  to  the  standing  of  the 
Grand  Army,  and  the  old  charge  that  'Mt  is -a  political  organization''  has 
been  disproved,  though  recently  certain  members  have  sought  and  claimed 
endorsement  for  applicants  for  Federal  offices,  contrary  to  our  rules,  and  in 
express  violation  of  General  Orders. 

Recently  a  move  was  made  in  the  city  of  Birmingham,  led  by  our  pub- 
lic-spirited and  patriotic  mayor,  Hon.  James  A.  Van  Hoose,  to  furnish  and 
raise  national  flags  over  the  schools  of  the  cit;-,  and  the  project  was  success- 
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fully  carried  out  aud  public  exercises  participated  in  by  the  schools  and 
prominent  citizens  of  the  town,  and  a  detail  of  members  of  the  local  Post  of 
the  Grand  Army  and  **Camp  of  Confederate  Veterans.*' 

National  Memorial  Day  has  no  significance  to  any  save  the  Grand  Army 
and  its  friends,  and  by  them  is  generally  observed  with  appropriate  exercises 
due  the  occasion.  In  this  as  well  as  other  matters,  small  concessions  are 
gained  each  year  from  those  who  once  were  our  foes. 

Much  harm  is  done  to  the  young  in  this  section,  by  the  persistent  way 
in  which  history  of  the  late  war  is  taught  by  parents  and  teachers  in  our 
schools,  which  subverts  facts  and  teaches  them  that  the  Federal  government 
was  the  aggressor,  and  the  sacred  rights  of  their  people  trampled  on  for  base 
conquest. 


AEIZONA. 

CHAS.  D.  BELDEX,  A.  I.  G. 

This  Department  is  large  geographically  aud  small  numerically.  We 
have  a  large  and  important  field  to  work  with,  but  few  to  bear  the  burdens. 
If  it  was  not  that  these  few  were  consecrated  to  the  work  the  cause  would  die 
out.  This  territory  is  a  popular  resort  for  the  seekers  after  health  aud  wealth ; 
consequently  we  are  crowded  with  the  class  that  is  poor,  both  in  body  and  in 
purse.  A  large  proportion  of  this  class  is  made  up  of  veterans,  and  calls  for 
charity  are  incessant  We  therefore  rejoice  in  the  constant  practice  of  the 
beneficient  features  of  our  fraternity. 

Several  of  our  Posts  are  strong  and  will  survive  and  thrive  for  yeai-s. 
A  few  of  them  are  a  name,  and  nothing  more.  The  Department  is  loyally 
supported  and  materially  assisted  by  three  bodies  of  Woman's  Relief  Corps. 
There  has  been  but  one  attempt  to  establish  a  Camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
and  that  is  moribund;  but  a  sentiment  is  ripe  for  its  resuscitation,  and  pros- 
pects are  good  for  a  fair  growth  for  this  branch  of  the  work  in  the  near  future. 
Upon  the  whole  I  would  report  that  Arizona  is  doing  her  full  share  of  the 
noble  and  glorious  work  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

I  have  duly  inspected  the  Department  Headquarters,  and  find  the  books 
andaccountaof  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  Assistant  Quartermaster- 
General  well  and  orderly  kept,  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  Department  are 
promptly  attended  to.  Every  encouragement  conceivable  is  offered  by  the 
.  comrades  for  the  forming  and  sustaining  of  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and 
Camps  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  but  circumstances  over  which  we  cannot 
prevail  forbid  such  organizations  in  seme  of  our  towns.  Wherever  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  can  be  established  we  find  it  a  wonderful  help. 
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ARKANSAS. 

S.  H.  SHERLOCK,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  report  that  I  find  the  Headquarters  of  the 
Department  of  Arkansas,  (>  A.  R.,  conducted  as  required  by  the  Rules  and 
Regulations,  the  records  iu  good  order  and  properly  kept. 

The  reports  show  that  on  the  31st  day  of  last  December  there  were  47 
Posts  in  this  Department,  with  718  members  in  good  standing.  The  pros- 
pects for  our  Order  in  this  state  are  brighter  than  they  have  been  for  some 
years. 

Arkansas  has  neither  Women's  Relief  Corps,  nor  Camps  of  Sons  of 
Veterans.  Efforts  to  organize  both  were  made  some  two  years  since,  but  un- 
successfully. 

Memorial  Day  is  very  generally  observed  by  the  various  Posts,  more 
particularly  in  those  localities  in  which  national  cemeteries  are  situated. 

For  the  past  two  years  the  Confederate  Veterans  at  this  place,  Fort 
Smith,  have  joined  with  us  in  our  parade  to  the  cemeterv',  and  evinced  a  very 
coQunendable  sympathy  with  us. 


CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA. 

WESLEY  A.  JACOBS,  A.  I.  G. 

Headquaiiers  of  the  Department. — I  have  made  a  careful  and  pains- 
taking inspection  of  the  books  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- General,  and  the  As- 
sistant Quartermaster-General  of  this  Department,  and  it  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  report  that  I  found  them  in  neat  condition,  well  and  accurately 
kept,  and  a  credit  to  the  Department  and  the  officers  in  charge.  These  offi- 
cers are  very  attentive  to  their  duties,  treating  all  comrades  who  visit  them 
with  the  utmost  courtesy  and  kindness. 

The  Veterans'  Home. — In  1880  a  movement  originated  in  Lincoln  Post 
No.  1  to  erect  a  home  for  disabled  and  destitute  veterans,  and  early  in  1881 
an  incorporation  was  effected  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  composed  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  two  local  Posts  (No.  1  and  No.  2) and  the  Associated 
Veterans  of  the  Mexican  War,  under  the  name  of  the  Veterans'  Home  Asso- 
ciation. Much  time  and  labor  was  spent  in  gathering  data  as  to  the  few 
Homes  of  like  kind  in  the  east,  the  number  of  veterans  in  various  alms- 
houses in  the  state,  and  in  preparing  plans  for  raising  funds  to  build  the 
Home.  The  deplorable  assassination  of  President  Garfield  caused  another 
association  to  appeal  for  funds  to  erect  a  monument  in  Golden  Gate  Park, 
which  delayed  the  action  of  the  Home  Association  until  Thanksgiving  Day, 
1881.  By  well  devised  plans  the  general  public  were  effectively  appealed  to 
on  that  day  to  contribute  their  means  toward  establishing  a  Home  for  the 
heroes  who  on  far-away  fields  won  this  vast  western  empire  to  the  Union,  and 
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for  their  younger  brothers  who  had  bi-avely  maintained  the  unity  of  states. 
Within  a  few  weeks  nearly  |I40,000  was  raised,  and  during  the  following  sum- 
mer sites  were  visited  and  the  present  one  selected.  Previous  thereto  the 
Department  Encampment  had  enlarged  the  Association  by  its  request,  and  a 
new  incorporation  was  effected  March  10,  1882,  under  which  the  Home  has 
been  conducted  to  date.  The  Home  property  consists  of  910  acres  of  hill  and 
valley  land,  and  is  located  in  the  beautiful  Napa  Valley,  fifty  miles  north  of 
San  Francisco.  A  large  building  was  erected  in  1883,  and  the  legislature 
appropriated  $15,000  per  year  to  support  100  inmates.  Th^  Home  opened 
its  doors  April  1, 1884,  with  14  members,  and  up  to  March  31,  this  year,  had 
admitted  2,390  veterans,  of  whoin  364  have  died  and  680  remain.  In  1893  the 
legislature  appropriated  $4'), 000  per  year  for  its  support  and  made  it  in  law 
a  state  institution,  but  it  remained  under  its  corporate  control ;  under  this  act, 
however,  it  received  the  national  aid  of  $100  per  annum  for  support  of  mem- 
bers, which,  with  the  state  assistance  noted,  enabled  its  very  careful  and  hon- 
est management  to  maintain  the  large  number  stated,  and  to  build  large  and 
fine  buildings  supplied  with  all  modern  improvements,  such  as  steam  heating 
and  electric  lights.  By  action  of  the  Association,  approved  by  the  Depart- 
ment and  provided  for  by  the  late  legislature,  the  property  (which  is  now 
valued  at  $250,000)  will  be  given  to  the  state  July  1,  to  be  managed  by  di- 
rectors appointed  by  the  Governor.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  construction  of 
the  state  constitution,  forbidding  ^' class  legislation,*'  the  transfer  act  became 
necessary  and  also  prevented  the  law  from  specifying  that  **  only  war  veterans 
should  be  named  as  directors."  It  is  expected,  however,  that  no  Governor 
of  California  will  ever  appoint  directors  other  than  those  acceptable  to  the 
G.  A.  R. 

The  Pacific  Branch  National  Home  for  DUabled  Volunteer  Soldiers. — 
In  accordance  with  an  act  of  Congress  the  Board  of  Managers  of  National 
Homes  examined  various  sites  in  this  state  on  which  to  locate  a  branch  of  the 
National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers,  and  although  the  Veteran 
Home  was  offered  free,  they  selected  a  place  near  Santa  Monica,  which  was 
donated  as  well  as  a  large  cash  bonu.s.  It  is  well  located,  thirteen  miles  from 
Los  Angeles,  some  three  miles  from,  and  in  view  of  the  ocean.  Large  sums 
have  been  expended  in  the  erection  of  buildings  and  in  other  improvements, 
aggregating  about  $500,000.  It  was  formally  opened  January  1,  1888,  and 
the  total  number  of  admis-sions  to  March  31,  1897,  was  3,377.  Deaths,  471; 
discharged,  1,501;  leaving  1,876  members.  Of  these  1,503  were  present,  360 
absent  with  leave,  and  without  leave  3.  Admissions  were  suspended  last 
September  by  reason  of  lack  of  accommodations  for  more,  and  since  that 
time  admissions  have  been  made  only  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  death  or 
discharge.  New  barracks  sufficient  to  house  250  men  are  nearly  or  quite 
done,  but  more  applications  are  on  file  than  will  fill  it.  The  death  rate  is  the 
lowest  of  any  of  the  National  Homes.  Owing  to  the  famed  salubrity  of  the 
climate  of  southern  California,  many  veterans  came  from  the  east  to  gain  ad- 
mission, but  none  are  received  who  have  been  discharged  from  other  branches; 
nor  from  state  homes,  unless  their  discharges  are  over  six  months  old. 
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The  W.  R.  C.  Home. — The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  Home  Association 
was  incorporated  under  the  general  incorporation  laws  of  the  state  March  10, 
1887,  and  a  small  tract  of  land  at  Evergreen,  in  the  fertile  and  beautiful  Santa 
Clara  Valley,  was  donated  to  the  Home  building.  The  same  year  the  legis- 
lature appropriated  $10,000  for  construction,  and  made  provision  for  support 
of  inmates.  The  Home  was  dedicated  December  28, 1889,  the  various  Corps 
contributing  liberally  for  its  furnishing.  Sinoe  the  date  above  noted,  86  adults 
and  24  children  (mothers,  widows,  army  nurses,  and  orphans)  have  been  ad- 
mitted. Four  have  died  and  13  were  members  of  the  Home  March  31 ;  show- 
ing that  93  have  been  discharged  honorably  .or  otherwise. 

Owing  to  the  Governor's  vetoing  an  appropriation  for  its  support,  two 
years  ago,  on  the  ground  of  unconstitutionality,  the  Home,  since  th<^n,  has 
been  maintained  by  the  aid  extended  by  the  Corps,  but  the  late  legislature 
having  made  it  a  state  institution  and  made  provision  for  its  maintenance,  it 
is  expected  that  it  will  afford  shelter  and  support  to  many  widows  and  help- 
less orphans  during  the  coming  years. 

As  a  matter  of  great  interest  to  Comrades  and  others  in  this  Department, 
it  is  not  improper  to  state  in  this  report  that  through  the  well-directed  and 
indefatigable  efforts  of  Past  National  President  E.  D'A.  Kinne  and  Mrs. 
Cora  A.  Merritt,  President  of  the  Home  Board,  the  legislature  passed  and 
the  Governor  approved  an  act  conferring  upon  him  the  appointment  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  W.  R.  C.  Home  at  Evergreen,  and  granting  three 
thousand  dollars  for  deficiency  and  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  support  of 
the  home  during  the  next  two  years.  The  act  took  immediate  effect,  and 
will  prove  of  great  benefit  to  both  Posts  and  Corps,  as  well  as  to  destitut-e 
widows  and  orphans. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps. — As  in  former  years,  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps  have  been  untiring  in  carrying  into  effect  the  object  of  their  organiza- 
tion, and  in  many  cases  Posts  have  been  perpetuated  and  greatly  aided  by  the 
kindly  assistance  of  the  noble  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Sons  of  Veterans. — Owing  to  the  large  and  influental  order  of  the  Native 
Sons  of  the  Golden  West  in  this  Department,  the  Sons  of  Veterans  have  been 
unable  to  recruit  their  ranks  as  much  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done  ;  the 
attractions  of  the  ** parlors'*  are  superior  to  those  of  the  Camps  in  the  eyes 
of  many  of  the  eligible  sons  of  veterans  born  in  this  state.  The  first  *  *  Camp ' ' 
was  established  in  this  Department  nearly  ten  years  ago  and  the  growth  of  the 
order  has  been  comparatively  slow.  There  are  now  fourteen  Camps  in  this 
Division,  which  includes  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  In  late  years  much  encour- 
agement has  been  given  by  the  G.  A.  R.  authorities  and  Comrades  towards 
strengthening  the  organization  of  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
despite  the  noted  unfavorable  surroundings  that  the  Order  may  become  a 
power  for  good  in  this  fair  land  of  ours. 
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COLORADO  AND  WYOMING. 

DELOS   L.  HOLDEN,  A.  1.  G. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Department  is  excellent.  The  Depart- 
ment officers  are  well  selected,  and  do  their  work  with  spirit  and  intelligence. 
The  report  of  the  Department  Commander,  lately  made  to  the  Department 
Encampment,  showed  a  gratifying  increase  in  the  membership  during  the 
past  year.  The  books  and  accounts  of  the  Department  are  accurately  kept 
at  the  permanent  Department  Headquarters  in  the  new  state  capitol  at  Den- 
ver, and  evidence  neatness  and  painstaking.  The  state  provides  excellent 
rooms  in  the  capitol  building  for  permanent  headquarters  of  the  Department, 
and  the  Assistant  A^utant-General  is  always  there  ready  and  willing  to  wel- 
come any  of  the  comrades. 

The  Department  has  two  soldiers'  homes,  viz.,  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'^ 
Home  of  Colorado,  three  miles  from  Colorado  Springs,  and  the  Wyoming 
State  Soldiers*  and  Sailors'  Home  at  Cheyenne,  Wyo.  The  former  was 
opened  October  1,  1891,  since  which  date  it  has  admitted  and  cared  for  475' 
veterans ;  of  that  number  47  have  died  ;  810  have  been  discharged,  and  118 
are  now  upon  the  roll ;  of  the  118, 104  are  present  and  14  absent,  and  of  the 
104  present,  81  are  in  the  hospital  totally  disabled.  The  Home  was  estab- 
lished by  the  state,  which  also  maintains  it.  The  buildings  ^re  of  stone  and 
are  comparatively  new  and  in  good  condition ;  the  grounds  are  well  kept, 
and  the  management  all  that  could  be  desired,  but  the  buildings,  particularly 
the  hospital,  are  inadequate  to  the  demands  upon  them,  and  are  sometimes 
overcrowded.  It  is  a  source  of  great  regret  to  all  the  comrades  in  Colo- 
rado that  the  recent  session  of  the  legislature  failed  to  accept  the  mag- 
nificent offer  of  the  general  government,  made  in  a  law  passed  at  the  last 
session  of  congress,  which  provided  the  free  use  of  the  reservation  and 
buildings  at  Fort  Lyon,  near  Las  Animas,  Colo. ,  so  long  as  needed  for  the 
purpose  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home,  upon  condition  that  the  state 
should  avail  itself  of  the  offer  and  assume  charge  of  the  property  within  five 
years.  The  buildings  are  numerous,  ample,  and  admirably  adapted  for  a 
home,  having  formerly  provided  permanent  barrack  accommodations  for  four 
full  companies  of  infantry ;  they  are  of  stone  and  cost  the  government  more 
than  $200,000,  and  the  reservation  comprises  several  hundred  acres  of  fertile 
land  in  the  Arkansas  valley,  the  garden  spot  of  Colorado,  at  an  altitude  of 
only  4,000  feet,  whereas  Monte  Vista  lies  about  8,500  feet  above  sea  level, 
and  the  winters  are  very  severe.  It  is  hoped  that  the  next  legislature,  which 
is  unfortunately  two  years  away,  will  evince  more  regard  for  the  wishes  of 
the  veterans  and  the  interests  of  the  state  The  last  legislature  appropriated 
only  $40,000  for  the  Home,  for  all  purposes,  for  the  two  years  until  its  next 
session,  which  has  necessitated  the  curtailing  of  expenditures  and  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  inmates.  Quite  a  number  have  been  discharged  dur- 
ing the  warm  weather*  in  order  that  the  frinds  may  accumulate,  so  as  to  allow 
the  Home  to  be  filled  during  the  winter  months,  when  the  needs  of  the  old 
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soldier  are  more  pressiug.  No  G-  A.  R.  Post  is  maintained  at  the  Home, 
but  Joe  Hooker  Post  No.  16,  of  Monte  Vista,  is  largely  composed  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Home. 

The  Wyoming  State  Home  was  also  established  by  that  state,  which 
maintains  it,  and  was  opened  September  1,  1896.  It  is  a  two-story  brick  and 
frame  structure  of  seventeen  rooms,  wifh  bath,  laundry,  hot  and  cold  water 
system  ;  it  is  situated  upon  an  eminence  overlooking  the  city,  and  only  five 
blocks  from  the  state  capitol.  Total  number  admitted  since  the  opening  is 
30,  of  whom  4  have  died  ;  1  was  sent  to  the  insane  asylum,  7  were  discharged 
for  refusal  to  comply  with  the  requirements,  and  18  are  now  upon  the  roll. 
The  Home  will  accommodate  only  80  inmates.  Hospital  accommodations 
are  sufficient  for  ordinary  ailments,  but  cases  which  require  constant  attend- 
ance are  sent  to  the  county  hospital,  two  blocks  distant,  and  cared  for  under 
contract,  at  the  expense  of  the  Home. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  are  active  and  prosperous  in  the  Depart- 
ment) their  membership  constantly  augmenting,  and  the  services  they  render 
to  the  Posts  are  of  incalculable  value.  The  women  always  make  a  success 
of  anything  they  undertake,  and  their  services  to  the  G.  A.  R.  are  as  great 
and  as  welcome  as  they  were  to  the  soldier  boys  in  the  field. 

Of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  I  cannot  give  so  good  an  account.  The  order 
appears  to  languish  in  this  Department,  and  the  number  of  Camps  has  been 
materially  reduced.  It  required  the  spirit  of  Commandership  which  can 
only  be  created  by  service  in  the  field,  to  make  a  success  of  the  Grand  Army. 
Since  the  Sons  of  Veterans  lack  that  great  advantage,  I  doubt  whether  their 
order  will  achieve  permanence  or  accomplish  great  results. 

It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  present  system  of  Post  inspections  is  to  be 
continued,  better  results  would  be  obtained  if  they  were  made  between  Sep- 
teniber  15  and  December  15,  particularly  in  the  outlying  parts,  thus  avoiding 
the  more  inclement  weather. 


CONNECTICUT. 


J.  WALCOTT  WHEELER,  A.  1.  G. 


I  find  this  Department  in  excellent  condition,  well  officered,  and  with 
the  best  interest  of  our  Order  always  in  front  rank.  All  books  and  records 
are  kept  in  perfect  order,  and  conducted  on  business  principles. 

The  Fitch  Home  for  Soldiers  and  Soldiers'  Hospital  of  Connecticut,  at 
Noroton  Heights,  is  one  of  the  best  conducted  Homes  in  the  country ;  the 
buildings  command  a  beautiful  view,  broad  rolling  lawns,  with  groups  of 
shrubbery,  flower  beds,  fine  walks,  and  an  air  of  home  life  in  all  its  surround- 
ings. It  is  under  the  supervision  of  Capt.  James  N.  Coe,  and  Dr.  W.  G. 
Brown8<9|i, -resident  physician. 

We  feel  that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  could  not  exist  without  the 
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helping  hand  of  the  Woman's  Relief*  Corps.  They  will  never  forget  the 
grand  object  for  which  they  are  banded  togetheri  assisting  the  needy  veteran 
and  his  dependent  ones.     God  bless  them. 

SONS   OF  VETERANS. 

The  following  report  shows  them  in  a  flourishing  condition  : 

Total  number  of  Camps. 29 

Total  membership 802 

Amount  cash  in  treasury $801 .  12 

I  would  suggest,  for  the  benefit  of  all  our  comrades,  that  the  annual 
inspections  be  held  not  later  than  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  of  each  year. 
It  would  bring  out  more  comrades,  especially  in  country  Posts. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  comrades  whom  I  have  personally  visited  and 
corresponded  with,  who,  each  and  all,  have  given  me  hearty  greetings,  uniform 
kindness  in  answer  to  all  my  inquiries. 


DELAWAKE. 


E.  F.  WOOD,  A.  I.  O. 


I  have  carefully  inquired  into  and  examined  all  books,  papers,  accounts, 
records,  and  proceedings  pertaining  to  the  Department  of  Delaware,  and  find 
them  to  be  well  kept  and  preserved  ;  and  not  only  so,  but  in  order  that  this 
Department  may  secure  all  records  pertaining  thereto  from  the  ravages  of 
time,  a  committee  was  appointed  at  our  Annual  Encampment  held  at  Har- 
rington, Del.,  February  last,  to  compile  the  same  and  procure  a  suitable  place 
where  they  may  be  kept  in  perfect  safety  for  future  reference. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  inspection  take  place  between  September 
15  and  December  20,  as  the  Posts  meet  more  regularly  and  have  a  better  at- 
tendance of  members  at  this  season  of  the  year  than  they  could  have  later  on, 
when  the  inclement  weather  sets  in. 

We  have  no  National  or  State  Soldiers'  Home,  or  Homes,  in  our  De- 
partment. Most  all,  if  not  quite  all,  who  go  to  Soldiers'  Homes  from  this 
Department  are  at  Hampton,  Va. 

Woman's  Relief  Corps,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are  very  scarce  with  us.  I 
don't  know  of  a  single  Corps  outside  the  city  of  Wilmington  that  is  in  active 
operation.  We  can  get  the  women  in  the  rural  districts  to  assist  us  in  Memo- 
rial service,  and  they  seem  to  take  great  interest  on  that  occasion,  but  that  is 
all. 

We  have  two  Camps  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  in  Wilmington,  and  one 
down  the  state.  We  have  tried  to  organize  others,  but  without  success. 
There  is  a  desire  upon  the  part  of  a  few  of  our  Sons  to  do  something  along 
the  line,  bat  not  enough  in  any  one  locality  to  make  the  thing  practicable. 
Abontthe  only  thing  the  young  men  care  for,  as  a  rule,  is  the  National  Guard. 
We  encourage  them  in  this. 
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GEORGIA. 

J.  H.  RINARD,  A.  I.  O. 

The  gain  in  the  membership  of  the  Department  during  the  year  ending 
December  31, 1896,  was  68.  During  this  period  one  new  Post  was  organized 
at  Brunswick,  Ga.,  and  since  the  Encampment  convened  another  Post  has 
been  organized  at  Blue  Ridge,  Ga.,  formed  almost  entirely  of  natives  of  the 
South  who  served  in  the  Union  army.  The  Department  Commander  attrib- 
utes the  gain  mainly  to  increased  immigration  of  old  soldieris  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  seeking  the  more  congenial  climate  in  the  South  for  perma- 
nent homes,  etc.  He  congratulates  the  Department  in  the  matter  of  the 
final  disposition  of  the  celebrated  Anderson ville  prison  property  to  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  which  through  its  National  organization  has  gener- 
erously  undertaken  its  care  and  preservation. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant- General  reports  that  during  the  past  year  there 
have  been  no  Posts  suspended  or  delinquent.  Total  gain,  228 ;  total  loss, 
160 ;  net  gain,  68. 

The  Assistant  Quartermaster- General  reports  the  Department  free  from 
debt,  and  all  the  Posts  in  good  financial  condition. 

One  new  Post  at  Blue  Ridge,  Gki.,  has  been  organized,  and  through  the 
energetic  eflfons  of  Past  Senior  Vice-Department-Commander  W.  H.  Kim- 
ball, a  Camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans  has  been  organized  at  Tallapoosa,  Ga.,  and 
it  is  probable  that  more  camps  will  be  organized  in  the  Department  during 
the  present  year. 


IDAHO. 

E.  S.  WHITTIER,  A.  I.  O. 

The  Soldiers'  Home  of  the  state  of  Idaho  consists  of  forty  acres  of  land 
on  which  there  is  a  three-story  brick  and  stone  building,  costing  about  the 
sum  of  $25,000.  It  is  situated  two  miles  west  of  Boise  in  one  of  the  very 
best  parts  of  the  .state,  and  in  a  very  mild  climate.  It  is  calculated  to  ac- 
commodate 126  inmates  or  thereabout,  though  from  the  best  information  I 
have  been  able  to  obtain  there  are  not  at  the  present  time  more  than  100  in 
the  Home.  I  have  failed  to  get  any  reliable  information  about  the  actual 
cost  of  keeping  the  inmates,  though  the  best  informed  parties  I  have  talked 
with  estimate  it  at  not  to  exceed  $75  each  annually  above  the  amount  allowed 
by  the  general  government.  It  seems  to  be  ably  and  honestly  conducted,  and 
is  a  credit  to  the  state  of  Idaho  and  her  people. 

I  wish  to  apologize  for  being  a  little  late  with  my  report.  We  have  sev- 
enteen Posts  scattered  over  a  territory  requiring  nearly  one  thousand  miles 
travel  to  reach  the  extreme  southeastern  and  northwestern  parts  of  the  state. 
This  of  course  makes  a  personal  inspection  impossible,  or  at  the  least  im- 
practicable, so  I  have  been  compelled  to  depend,  to  a  great  extent,  on  cor- 
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respondence.  You  do  not  need  to  be  told  how  unsatisfactory  this  is,  for  you 
have  had,  do  doubt,  a  full  experience  at  it.  Even  now  £  am  four  Posts  short 
on  reports,  for  which  I  have  written  repeatedly,  and  waited  in  vain.  Still 
our  reports  show  a  gain  in  membership  of  about  40  during  the  year  which, 
as  it  has  been  a  very  hard  year,  is  a  very  gratifying  showing. 


ILLINOIS. 


R.  H.  PETERS,  A.  I.  O. 


The  report  of  the  annual  inspection  of  this  Department  shows  a  gain  in 
Poets  inspected  of  the  previous  year  of  98,  and  while  this  is  extremely  grati- 
fying, there  is  no  valid  reason  why  full  reports  cannot  be  had.  The  Inspect- 
ing OfiBcer*s  report  should  be  deposited  with  the  Post  Quartermaster,  and  the 
Installing  Officer  instructed  not  to  muster  m  the  officers  of  the  Post  until 
this  report  was  in  his  possession.  The  duties  of  this  officer  should  include 
the  forwarding  of  this  report  to  the  Inspector  of  the  Department. 

In  my  opinion,  the  date  of  Inspection  should  be  changed  so  that  it  may 
take  place  between  September  16  and  December  16. 

The  headquarters  of  this  Department  are  located  in  the  U.  S.  Express 
building,  Chicago.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  books,  records,  and  papers 
of  the  Department  are  kept  in  a  neat  and  business-like  condition,  and  that 
the  accounts  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  and  of  the  Assistant  Quarter- 
master-General agree  to  a  cent.  The  Department  of  Illinois  is  to  be  congrat- 
ulated in  having  such  capable  and  energetic  officials. 

There  are  now  69  Camps  Sons  of  Veterans,  in  good  standing,  in  this 
Department,  with  a  membership  of  1,656.  Commander  Wm.  G.  Dustin  re- 
ports the  Division  in  good  working  order,  with  prospects  that  it  will  show  an 
increase  during  the  fiscal  year,  for  the  first  time  in  seven  years.  There  seems 
to  be  among  them  a  desire  to  assist  the  G.  A.  R.,  appreciating  the  fact  that 
the  time  is  swiftly  coming  when  the  grand  work  of  the  old  veterans  will  be 
turned  over  to  them. 

Latest  reports  show  that  in  Illinois  there  are  220  Posts  having  Woiran*s 
Relief  Corps  connected  with  them.  A  number  of  Posts  having  other  Aux- 
ihary  societies  attached.  Mary  E.  McCauley,  Department  President  W.  R. 
C,  reports  amount  expended  for  relief,  in  cash,  and  otherwise,  for  the  first, 
second,  and  third  quarters  of  her  administration,  $14,613.65. 

In  this  connection  I  wish  to  mention  the  work  of  a  noble  band  of  ladies : 
The  Illinois  Woman's  Soldiers*  Home  Association,  Mrs.  Carrie  W.  Tebbettn, 
President  Almost  unaided  they  have  sustained  a  Home  in  Chicago  for  Sol- 
diers and  their  wives.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  their  generous 
and  unselfish  labors. 

Shortly  after  my  appointment  I  visited  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home* 
at  Quincy,  which  under  the  able  and  efficient  management  of  Comrades  W. 
H.  Kirkwood,  Superintendent,  and  Fred  W.  Spink,  Adjutant,  is  now  a  model 
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Home  for  the  Patriots,  who,  by  reason  of  adverse  circumstances  and  increas- 
ing age,  seek  its  shelter.  There  are  17  cottages  with  a  capacity  of  1,182,  and 
hospital  and  addition,  with  capacity  of  800.  The  number  of  members  pres- 
ent March  21,  1897,  was  1,432,  absent  on  furlough  162,  being  a  total  member- 
ship of  1,594.  From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  capacity  of  the  Home  is 
taxed  to  the  utmost.  With  an  average  age  of  64J-  years,  the  death  rate  for 
the  past  nine  months  was  only  4  2-10  per  cent.  This  speaks  volumes  for  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Home.  The  total  number,  of  members  admitted 
since  the  Home  was  established,  March  3, 1887,  is  8,959,  and  the  deaths  from 
same  time,  708. 

Having  visited  the  Soldiers'  Orphans*  Home  at  Normal  prior  to  my  ap- 
pointment, I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  make  another  personal  inspection. 
Under  the  management  of  Captain  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Bassett  the  orphans  of 
this  Department  are  given  every  possible  care.  Since  the  present  Home  was 
established,  June  1,  1869,  3,126  children  have  been  cared  for.  The  highest 
population  was  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1895,  when  it  reached  460.  This 
year  it  has  reached  448.  A  bill  is  now  before  the  legislature,  with  every 
prospect  of  becoming  a  law,  providing  for  an  extension  of  time  to  16  years, 
the  present  limit  being  14  years.  A  building  has  been  erected  for  a  Manual 
Training  School,  to  be  operated  as  soon  as  the  age  is  extended. 

MEMORIAL  HALL, 

Members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  may  be  interested  by  a  description,  in  brief, 
of  the  new  Grand  Army  and  Memorial  Hall  just  completed  in  this  city,  the 
most  costly  and  magnificent  hall  devoted  to  Grand  Array  purposes  in  the 
country.  It  was  erected  at  a  cost  to  the  citizens  of  Chicago  of  over  $400,000. 
The  entire  floor  space  occupied  by  the  Memorial  Hall,  Post  rooms,  etc.,  is 
more  than  22,000  square  feet.  This  hall  will  be  the  general  Headquarters  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  Memorial  Hall  proper  will 
become  the  great  War  Museum  of  the  state.  The  Public  Library  Building, 
in  which  these  rooms  are  situated,  is  a  model  of  perfection  in  outward  appear- 
ance as  well  as  in  interior  detail. 

A  spacious  marble  hall  leads  from  the  Randolph  street  entrance  to  the 
staircase  of  solid  bronze,  and  to  four  elevators  which  land  at  the  monumental 
doors  of  the  rooms  dedicated  to  the  valor  and  patriotism  of  soldiers  living 
and  dead. 

The  main  entrance  doors  to  the  halls  are  of  mahogany,  with  solid  bronze 
frames,  and  admit  to  a  vestibule  on  either  side  of  which  are  rooms  20  feet 
3  inches  by  16  feet  6  inches.  These  are  separated  from  the  vestibules  by  a 
screen  of  solid  mahogany  and  leaded  glass.  After  passing  through  the  ves- 
tibule one  enters  the  lobby,  or  rotunda,  which  is  52  feet  4  inches  long  by  45 
feet  8  J  inches  wide,  surmounted  by  a  stained  glass  dome  44  feet  high.  This 
rotunda  has  three  arches  on  each  side  and  is  wainscoted  in  marble  to  the 
ppring  of  the  arches,  the  label  moulds  and  tympani  of  which  are  elabo- 
rately decorated  with  historical  trophies  and  arms,  all  the.se  being  of  differeni 
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designs.  The  eeiliog  is  elaborately  paneled  and  modeled  with  similiar  orna- 
mentation, the  whole  being  treated,  in  color,  to  harmonize  with  the  marble 
and  brought  out  in  gold.  All  doors  are  of  finely  selected  East  India  mahog- 
any, and  are  very  monumental  in  size  and  proportions. 

All  of  the  floors  are  of  marble  mosaic,  and  of  classic  designs,  founded 
on  Pompeian  examples.  The  Memorial  Hall  is  a  magnificent  room  96  feet 
8}  inches  by  54  -feet  9}  inches,  and  85  feet  high, — a  dignified  monumental 
room,  treated  in  the  Renaissance  style.  The  arched  windows  of  the  exterior 
are  recalled  by  similar  arches  on  the  interior,  making  a  continuous  arcade 
around  the  four  sides  of  the  room.  A  wainscot  of  dark  green,  Verde  antique 
marble  extends  from  the  floor  to  the  spring  of  the  arches.  To  relieve  the 
marble  and  prevent  its  having  too  sombre  an  appearance,  the  trim  of  the 
]>anels,  caps  and  astragals,  are  of  solid,  cast  bronze  which  introduces  some 
of  the  gold  and  green  color  of  the  ceiling  and  ties  the  two  together.  The 
walls,  above  the  marble,  are  of  a  warm  red,  and  the  ceiling  is  richly  modeled 
and  decorated  in  colors.  The  tympani  of  the  arches  are  richly  modeled, 
finely  decorated,  and  in  the  center  is  a  recessed  shell  and  pedestal  for  the 
busts  of  the  noted  Generals  of  the  War.  At  the  west  end  of  the  hall,  in  the 
most  prominent  position,  is  a  G.  A.  R.  badge  5  feet  high.  The  panels  in  the 
soffits  of  all  of  the  arches  are  decorated  with  the  various  Army  Corps  badges, 
in  gold,  and  in  the  five  available  recesses  are  rich  cases  of  plate  glass  and 
solid,  polished  bronze,  in  which  will  be  deposited  valuable  relicj  of  the  War. 

The  Post  room  is  79  feet  21 J  inches  long  by  40  feet  11}  inches  wide, 
and  the  same  height  as  Memorial  Hall.  This  is  treated  in  rich  colors  with 
ornaments  in  gold.  In  the  panels  over  the  doors  are  arranged,  chronologically, 
the  names  of  thirty  principal  battles  fought  during  the  Rebellion.  The  floor 
and  general  finish  of  the  room  is  of  solid  polished  oak.  A  large  anteroom 
has  convenience  for  cooking,  and  between  the  two  arc  magnificent  book  and 
flag  cases. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  spacious  retiring  and  toilet  rooms,  finished 
in  marble,  both  on  the  main  floor  and  on  the  Mazzanine  story,  and  over  the 
Post  anteroom.  The  Memorial  Hall,  rotunda  and  Post  room  are  so  arranged 
that  they  can  be  opened  up  together. 

To  fully  appreciate  the  magnificence  of  these  halls,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  state  that  the  furnishing  alone  will  cost  $31,000,  this  amount  having  been 
appropriated  a  few  days  ago  by  the  patriotic  members  of  the  Legislature  of 
Illinois,  for  this  purpose.  The  old  heroes  of  the  War  of  1861-1865  are  not 
yet  forgotten  by  the  people. 


INDIANA. 

JOHN  W.  SENIOR,  A.  I.  G. 

It  is  my  belief  that  there  is  no  Department  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  in  better  working  order  than  that  of  Indiana 
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I  have  made  an  inspection  of  the  Headqaarters  of  the  Department  of 
Indiana,  and  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  I  found  everything  in  excellent 
shape.  The  accounts  are  properly  filed  and  placed  in  bundles,  records  in- 
dexed, orders  filed,  and  requisitions  for  various  supplies  recorded  under  their 
proper  heads. 

Headquarters  are  located  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  in  an  elegantly  fur- 
nished suite  of  rooms  in  the  Capitol  building  where  its  records  have  been  for 
several  years.     The  records  are  well  and  correctly  kept. 

I  believe  inspections  should  be  made  by  District  Inspectors,  instead  of 
as  is  sometimes  done,  by  Post  Adjutants.  Post  work,  at  best,  becomes 
monotonous,  and  in  my  experience  I  find  it  a  great  incentive  to  good  work  to 
have  a  live  inspector  visit  every  Post  at  least  once  a  year.  It  also  seems  im- 
portant to  me  that  great  care  should  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  District 
Inspectors.  Let  them  be  men  who  can  talk  and  make  the  Comrades  feel  that 
inspection  is  not  mere  form. 

National  Soldiers^  Home  at  Marion. — ^The  resident  Manager  of  the 
National  Home  in  our  Department  is  doing  all  he  can  to  accommodate  the 
veterans,  as  is  also  Governor  Mount. 

I  found  the  Home  in  good  sanitary  condition.  It  is  well  ventilated,  and 
both  heat  and  light  are  supplied  by  natural  gas,  which  is  found  on  the  Home 
farm.  The  hospital  is  ample,  with  a  good  surgeon  and  Comrade,  A.  C. 
Kimball,  in  charge.  It  consists  of  a  two-story  brick  building  with  additions, 
and  has  a  capacity  of  240  patients.  Everything  about  the  Home  evidenced 
kindly  thought  and  consideration  for  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  old 
"boys  "  therein,  their  happiness  and  comfort  being  the  considerations  always. 

State  Soldiers^  and  Sailors^  Orphans^  Home. — People  know,  in  a  gen- 
eral way,  that  there  is  such  an  Institution  as  the  Indiana  Soldiers'  and  Sail- 
ors' Orphans'  Home,  at  Knightstown,  about  thirty  miles  east  of  Indianapolis. 
I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  report  that  I  have  found  constant  reason  to  con- 
gratulate our  order  upon  the  excellent  supervision  of  this  great  school  in 
which  the  children  of  our  Comrades  are  being  trained  to  habits  of  industry 
and  morality,  and  receiving  a  good  common  school  education.  I  present  a 
statement  kindly  furnished  by  the  Superintendent,  Prof.  A.  J.  Graham,  at 
my  visit  on  the  23d  of  April,  showing  the  condition  of  the  Home  at  that  date : 

Number  of  boys 875 

Number  of  girls 266 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled 641 

Number  of  Divisions 19 

Number  volumes  in  library 1,350 

Number  of  pupils  in  literary  school 624 

The  Home  has  a  farm  of  247  acres  and  a  well  equipped  electric  plant. 
The  Home  sits  like  a  jewel  among  grand  trees,  lawns,  walks,  and  driveways, 
and  a  great  sweep  of  lovely  landscape  delights  the  eye.     Home  is  unmistak- 
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ably  written  over  all.  Too  much  commendation  can  hardly  be  given  the 
snow-haired  saperintendent  and  his  estimable  wife.    Love  governs  the  Home. 

Woman  s  Bdief  Corps. — We  feel  that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
<>oald  not  exist  without  the  helping  hand  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  doing  their  full  'share  as  auxiliaries  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  each  year  we  find  ourselves  placed  under 
greater  obligations  to  them  for  assistance  rendered  and  kindness  shown  us. 
Much  has  been  found  for  them  to  do  in  charitable  work,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  taken  hold  of  the  work  resulted  in  the  reliefof  many  families 
of  worthy  Comrades.  The  membership  is  increasing,  and  the  fiatemal  feel- 
ing existing  everywhere  speaks  well  for  the  continuation  of  the  work. 

To  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  of  Indiana  we  are  indebted  for  the  salute 
to  the  flag  now  given  in  many  of  the  public  schools.  Sterling  patriotism  will 
never  be  obliterated  while  the  flag  waves  over  our  land. 


IOWA. 


CHARLES   MACKENZIE,  A.  I.  O. 


There  is  no  decrease  in  the  interest  felt  by  the  members  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  Iowa  in  the  order  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  As  the 
members  decrease  the  interest  of  the  survivors  increase.  There  is  connected 
with  almost  every  Post  in  the  Department  of  Iowa  a  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
and  the  Posts  and  the  respective  Corps  are  co-operating  in  the  work  of  re- 
lieving the  survivor  of  the  great  American  Civil  War  who  has  fallen  into 
poverty  or  been  in  any  manner  afflicted. 

Proper  care  has  been  taken  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Union  sol- 
diers, and  we  do  not  believe  that  there  has  been  a  single  instance  in  the  State 
of  Iowa,  during  the  year  1896-7,  where  any  deserving  Union  soldier,  or  the 
widow  or  orphan  of  any  Union  soldier,  has  failed  of  proper  relief  when  they 
have  fallen  into  misfortune. 

There  is  no  Department  of  the  Grand  Army  that  is  in  a  better  working 
condition  than  Iowa.  The  state  furnishes  an  elegant  room  for  headquarters 
in  the  capitol  building  in  Des  Moines ;  here  the  records  of  the  Department 
have  been  kept  for  several  years.  In  no  state  of  the  Union  do  the  whole 
people  have  a  greater  regard  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  than  in 
Iowa.  The  headquarters  are  finely  furnished  and  adorned  with  pictures,  em- 
blems, and  relics  of  the  great  Civil  War.     The  records  are  in  perfect  form. 

The  State  of  Iowa  has  provided  a  Home  for  the  disabled  veterans,  at 
Marshalltown,  Iowa.  It  is  beautifully  located  on  a  large  wooded  tract  of 
land,  adjoining  the  city  of  Marstialltown.  The  buildings  are  large  and  com- 
modious ;  there  are  a  number  of  large  buildings ;  one  large  main  building 
and  besides,  buildings  for  the  Quartermaster,  a  hospital  building,  an  old 
ladies'  home,  and  all  the  necessary  smaller  buildings  ;  there  is  a  large  library 
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in  the  main  building ;  all  the  buildings  are  provided  with  all  the  latest  and 
best  modem  appliances.     The  present  membership  is  612. 

The  Iowa  Soldiers'  Orphans*  Home  is  at  Davenport ;  there  are  about 
twenty  cottages,  all  well  furnished  and  equipped,  each  cottage  capable  of 
accommodating  about  thirty  children  ;  there  is  a  schoolhouse  that  will  ac- 
commodate 500  children  ;  there  is  a  manual  training  building  and  all  neces- 
-  sary  out-buildings.  The  buildings  are  all  well  constructed  and  provided  with 
all  the  new  appliances  for  comfort  in  living.  In  remembering  the  survivor 
of  the  Union  Army,  the  great  state  of  Iowa  has  not  forgotten  the  widow  and 
the  orphan  of  those  who  are  dead  ;  there  are  about  250  soldiers'  children  in 
the  Home.  The  management  of  the  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home  is  in  careful  and 
competent  hands  and  there  is  no  room  for  complaint.  The  officers  and  em- 
ployes number  about  sixty  persons,  and  everything  is  done  that  should  be 
done  for  the  comfort  of  the  children  who  are  inmates. 

The  work  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  has  been  unusually  earnest  and 
efficient  during  the  past  year.  Every  Post  has  its  Corps  ;  they  have  all  done 
a  great  deal  of  charitable  work  in  the  way  of  assisting  disabled  veterans. 
They  have  always  been  ready  in  cases  of  death  and  sickness  to  sooth  the  last 
hours  of  the  dying  veteran,  or  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  to  console  and 
comfort  his  afl^icted  family  and  relatives. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  the  Department  of 
Iowa  are  not  in  as  flourishing  condition  as  they  should  be.  Some  of  them 
complain  that  the  Grand  Army  does  not  take  sufficient  interest  in  their  organ- 
ization. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Department  of  Iowa  will  ^ve  more  attention 
to  this  subject,  and  that  the  surviving  veterans  will  try  and  interest  their  sons 
in  the  organization. 


KANSAS. 


E.  A.  WATERHOUSE,  A.  I.  G. 


On  Wednesday,  April  14,  1897, 1  made  an  official  visit  to  headquarters, 
Department  of  Kansas,  G.  A.  R.,  located  at  Topeka,  Kansas.  I  thoroughly 
inspected  the  office,  books,  papers,  and  everything  pertaining  to  same.  I 
found  the  records  well  kept  and  the  work  of  the  office  conducted  on  business 
principles. 

If  the  date  of  commencing  inspection  could  be  changed  as  to  embrace 
from  September  15  to  November  15,  both  inclusive,  in  my  opinion,  a  much 
more  favorable  report  could  be  made.  I  cannot  too  earnestly  recommend 
that  in  the  future  the  dates  heretofore  mentioned  be  the  rule  for  inspection 
of  Posts. 

As  the  representative  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  I  urged  upon  the  De- 
partment and  Post  Officers  the  importance  of  appointing  such  Comrades  as 
Inspector  and  Assistant-Inspectors  as  would  make  every  effort  to  fulfill  the 
duties  of  their  positions. 
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Western  Branch  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers. — ^The 
Western  Branch  Home  was  established  in  1-885,  occupies  640  acres  of  rich 
land,  and  is  situated  about  three  miles  south  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  with 
which  it  is  connected  by  three  lines  of  railway  and  an  electric  road.  The 
site  chosen  could  not  have  been  improved  upon  for  healthfulness  and  charm 
of  natural  scenery,  although  the  **  proverbial  oldest  inhabitant"  declares  that 
twelve  years  ago  it  did  not  seem  possible  the  cunning  hand  of  man  could 
carve  out  of  the  primitive  forest  such  a  grand  abode  for  worn-out  veterans, 
perched  one  hundred  feet  above  the  turbid  waters  of  the  Missouri. 

Since  the  establishment  of  this  Home  in  1885,  9,881  members'  names- 
have  been  placed  on  the  rolls.  Number  on  the  rolls  April  10,  1897,  8,062:- 
Number  of  deaths  since  the  establishment  of  the  Home  to  April  11,  1897, 
1,240,  which,  considering  the  age  and  infirmities  of  the  veterans,  shows  a- 
small  percentage. 

The  discipline  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Home  are  excellent.  CoL 
Andrew  J.  Smith  is,  and  has  been  the  Governor  of  this  Home  since  its  estab- 
lishment. He  is  an  energetic,  painstaking  officer,  always  on  the  alert  to  do 
all  in  his  power  for  the  comfort  and  well  being  of  every  true  veteran  soldier. 

Staie  Soldiers^  Home. — ^The  State  Soldiers'  Home  is  located  at  Fort 
Dodga.  The  buildings  formerly  used  by  the  War  Department  are  now  used 
in  connection  with  the  Home.  There  are  264}  acres  of  ground  connected 
with  the  Home,  of  which  90  acres  are  under  cultivation.  Since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Home,  291  soldiers  have  been  admitted. 

EligibUity  to  Membership. — ^The  Home  shall  be  open  for  ex  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  marines,  who  served  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together 
with  members  of  their  families  who  are  dependent  on  them  for  support,  under 
the  following  conditions:  Women  under  forty  years  of  age  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted ;  neither  can  a  wife  be  admitted  who  was  married  to  the  soldier  sub- 
sequent to  the  year  1892.  Boys  over  twelve  and  girls  over  fourteen  years  old 
cannot  be  admitted.     Insane  men  cannot  be  admitted. 

Soldiers*  Orphans'  Home. — ^The  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home  is  located 
near  Atchison,  and  the  selection  of  the  site,  as  well  as  the  general  plan  of 
the  buildings,  has  been  largely  the  work  of  its  well  known  and  successful 
Superintendent,  Mr.  G.  E.  Faulkner.  He  and  Mrs.  Faulkner,  the  Matron, 
are  especially  adapted  to  this  work  and  have  given  it  years  of  study. 

Children  over  two  years  and  under  the  age  of  fourteen  years  are  eligible 
for  admission  to  the  Home,  and  shall  be  retained  until  they  are  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  may  be  retained  after  that  age  in  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  until  a  home  is  provided  for  them. 

The  total  capacity  of  the  plant  is  250. 

Number  of  children  now  under  shelter,  156. 

Woman^s  Relief  Corps. 

Total  number  of  Corps  January  1,  1897 220 

Vumber  of  members  January  1,  1897 6,086 
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Amount  expended  for  relief  during  year  ending  January  1,  1897, 

in  cash $2,110  91 

Estimated  value  other  than  money 2, 178  89 

The  Corps  are  to  establish  a  Relief  Corps  Home  and  Hospital  at  Ells- 
worth, Kansas. 

They  are  earnest  workers,  toiling  without  ceasing  to  do  what  they  can 
to  benefit  the  comrades  and  their  families. 

I  have  made  every  effort  to  obtain  from  the  Division  Commander  of 
the  Sons  of  Veterans  statistics  to  embody  in  my  report,  but  at  present  writing 
have  failed  to  hear  from  him. 


KENTUCKY. 

P.  H.  KEENE,  A.  I.  O. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Department  are  located  in  Louisville,  where 
the  Commander,  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Quartermaster-General 
all  reside, 

The  work  of  all  the  Department  officers  is  most  satisfactorily  done. 

The  reduction  in  number  of  Posts  of  our  Order  can  be  largely  acc6unted 
for  by  the  financial  stringency  of  our  times.  Wo  have  strong  and  well-founded 
hopes  in  the  future. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  Sons  of  Veterans  are  prospering  and 
doing  thoir  full  share  as  auxiliaries  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  each  year  we  find 
ourselves  placed  under  greater  obligations  to  them  for  assistance  rendered 
and  kindness  shown  us  by  them. 

The  Observance  of  MemoriaJ  Day  T hroughout  the  State — In  Newport  we 
have  had  to  assist  us  the  6th  Regiment  of  Infantry,  U.  S.  A.,  Col.  M.  A. 
Cochran,  stationed  ut  Fort  Thoraa.s.  We  have  no  Soldiers'  Homes  in  our 
state. 

The  stars  and  stripes  float  from  every  school  house,  and  the  children 
sing  patriotic  songs  in  old  Kentucky. 


LOUISIANA  AND  MISSISSIPPI.     . 

THOMAS    m'cORMACK,  A.  I.  G. 

In  accordance  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  I  in- 
spected the  books  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  this  Department,  and 
found  them  as  usual  in  excellent  condition.  All  orders  and  papers  were 
properly  filed. 

I  also  inspected  the  books  of  the  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  and 
found  them  in  good  order  and  well  kept.  The  amount  of  money  received 
during  the  year  was  $806.19  ;  amount  expended,  $661.62,  leaving  a  balance 
on  hand  of  $144.67. 
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The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  consists  of  twenty-four  Corps,  with  a  mem- 
bership of  518.  Mrs.  Selina  B.  Gray  is  the  Department  President  and  Miss 
Julia  Ellen  Lewis,  Secretary. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  have  sixteen  Camps,  with  a  membership  of  200  in 
good  standing,  and  with  prospects  of  an  increase  thereof.  Col.  George 
Tinker  is  the  Commander,  Gulf  Division. 

We  have  one  of  the  best  G.  A.  R.  Posts  in  this  Department  in  the 
country,  as  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  will  testify.  It  excels  in  muster 
and  unwritten  work  of  the  Order,  all  books  being  discarded.  It  is  Robert 
G.  Shaw,  No.  18,  Department  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  Comrade  Paul 
Bruce,  Post  Commander.  Every  member  of  the  Post  was  a  slave  before  en- 
tering the  army  but  two. 

Chalmette  National  Cemetery  is  located  about  one  mile  below  New 
Orleans,  fronting  on  the  Mississippi  river,  where  General  Jacksou  defeated 
the  British  army  on  January  8,  1816.  On  Memorial  Day  the  attendance 
there  is  usually  very  large.  There  are  about  12,000  comrades  resting  there, 
and  in  the  Department  about  60,000. 


MAINE. 


ALBERT  J.  CROCKETT,  A.   I.  O. 

The  Soldiers'  Home  at  Tagus,  Maine,  was  opened  November  10,  1866. 
Number  of  inmates  January  27,  1897,  2,047;  6,169  men  have  been  honorably 
discharged;  441  men  have  been  dishonorably  discharged;  transferred  to  other 
homes,  848;  transferred  to  government  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  218;  de- 
serted, 1,681  ;  capacity  of  the  Home,  2,077.  Governor-General,  Luther 
Stevenson. 

Bath  Military  and  Naval  Orphans'  Asylum  was  founded  November, 
1866.  The  legislature  appropriates  about  $8,000  annually.  Legacies  from 
different  persons  amount  to  about  $16,000,  the  interest  of  which,  with  the 
appropriation,  supports  the  Home.  The  Home  is  controlled  by  seven  trus- 
tees who  serve  without  remuneration,  treasurer  appointed  by  the  governor 
and  council,  and  three  are  selected  by  the  Association.  The  Department 
Commander  of  Maine  G.  A.  R.  is  a  member  of  the  board  ex  officio.  At  the 
present  time  five  of  the  trustees  are  G.  A  R.  men  The  Home  will  accom- 
modate 90  inmates.  At  the  present  time  there  are  68  in  the  Home,  average 
age  ten  years  since  the  organization.  The  rules  have  been  amended  so  as  to 
admit  grandchildren  of  veterans,  also  children  of  veterans  who  from  age, 
poverty,  and  disability  are  unable  to  support  and  educate  them.  A  large 
number  are  now  admitted  under  that  law. 

SoTis  of  Veterans. — The  first  Camp  was  organized  in  Waterville  in  1882 
by  Gen.  I.  S.  Bangs,  Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  G.  A.  R.,  and  was 
called  Garfield  Camp  No.  1.     The  organization  grew  rapidly  and  in  June, 
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1896,  their  number  of  Camps  in  good  standing 48 

Gained  by  organization 9 

Re-instatement 1 

Total 58 

With  a  membership  of  2,132. 

I  have  ascertained  through  the  Department  Inspector  that  the  Posts 
have  all  been  inspected,  and  are  all  in  fairly  good  condition.  Attendance 
good  as  can  be  expected  from  men  who  are  on  the  down  gi-ade  of  life  and 
who  do  not  always  feel  able  to  attend  meetings,  but  their  interest  for  the 
principles  of  the  Order  is  as  great  as  when  the  organization  first  started. 

WcnuaC 9  Relief  Corps. — In  this  state  we  have  two  organizations  known 
as  the  Woman's  State  Relief  Corps,  comprised  wholly  of  relatives  of  the 
soldiers,  and  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  organized  some  years  afler,  which  ad- 
mits all  loyal  women.  They  are  both  doing  a  noble  work  in  caring  for  the 
Soldiers,  his  widow  and  orphans. 

The  help  and  influence  of  the  Relief  Corps  are  the  greatest  imaginable, 
and  while  the  Department  of  Maine  as  a  whole  believes  that  the  relatives  of 
the  Soldiers  have  the  deepest  interest  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  we  join  hands  in  say- 
ing God  bless  them  both  for  their  sympathy  and  help. 

In  regard  to  changing  date  of  inspection,  I  would  say  in  my  judgment 
the  change  would  be  beneficial  to  the  Posts  generally,  for  several  reasons : 
First,  the  attendance  would  be  much  better  between  September  and  Decem- 
ber. 


MARYLAND. 

R.   11.  CAMERON,  .\.    1.   G. 

I  have  inspected  headquarters.  Department  of  Maryland,  and  find  a  de- 
gree of  care  and  economy  in  the  administration  highly  commendable  ;  books 
and  records  kept  in  excellent  condition,  showing  industry  and  skill  on  the 
part  of  the  official  Staff. 

There  are  no  National  or  State  Homes  for  Disabled  Union  Soldiers  in 
this  Department ;  the  only  Home  for  old  soldiers  being  the  one  established 
and  tdaintained  for  ex-Confederates,  and  no  schools  have  been  established  for 
soldiers'  orphans. 

As  to  the  influence  and  assistance  rendered  by  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  in  my  judgment  it  has  been  most  valuable,  and  they  have  proven  by 
their  action  a  useful  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  **  Maryland  Division  "  Sons  of  Veterans  takes  in  the  states  of  Mary- 
land, Delaware,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  District  of 
Columbia.  Maryland  has  16  camps  and  a  membei*ship  of  274  in  good  stand- 
ing. The  membership  seems  to  be  duly  impressed  with  the  principles  of  • 
loyalty,  fraternity,  etc.  It  would  probably  be  to  their  advantage,  and  also 
for  the  good  of  our  own  order,  if  at  some  time  in  the  near  future  they  could 
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be  admitted  into  our  Post  rooms,  with  greater  privileges  than  are  accorded 
to  mere  visitors  ;  they  are  our  natural  successors,  and  should  receive  all  rec- 
ognition possible. 

In  regard  to  the  advisability  of  changing  the  date  of  inspection,  will  say 
that  in  my  judgment  it  would  be  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  I  have  con- 
ferred with  the  officers  of  this  Department,  and  all  expressed  themselves  in 
favor  of  an  earlier  date,  say  from  September  i  to  December  1. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

WILLIAM  L.  ROSS,  A.  I.  G. 

The  inspection  of  Department  headquarters  shows  everything  in  good 
order,  with  its  affairs  ably  conducted  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Order  promptly  attended  to. 

I  have  several  times  visited  the  ** Soldiers'  *■  Home  in  Massachusetts, 
at  Chelsea,  which  is  under  the  intelligent  care  of  Comrade  Geo.  W.  Creasey, 
as  Superintendent,  and  his  worthy  wife,  Mrs.  Creasey,  as  Matron,  with  Com 
rade  Dr.  Isaac  W.  Starbird  as  physician  in  charge.  The  greatest  number  in 
the  Home  at  any  one  time  during  the  year  ending  June  80.  189G,  was  366 
men  ;  the  average  daily  membership  of  th(;  Home  was  292  men  ;  the  average 
daily  sick  in  hospital  for  the  year  numbered  87  men.  It  is  a  home  in  the 
fullest  sense  of  the  word,  and  takos  e.vcellent  care  of  our  broken-down  com- 
rades. 

The  condition  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  very  gratifying.  They 
have  increased  in  membership  and  are  doing  able  work  in  relieving  the  dis- 
re.ssod  famil  ies  of  worthy  comrades.  Too  much  )>raisc  cannot  be  given  this 
grand  organization  for  their  aid  in  lifting  the  burdens  and  also  in  assisting 
the  comrades  in  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  Post  to  which  they  are 
attached. 


MICHIGAN. 


A.  W.  ALVORD,  A.  1.  G. 


I  visited  headquarters  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  and  met  by  appointment 
Commander  Shakespeare  and  staff*.  Much  work  of  value  to  the  fraternity 
has  been  accomplished  during  the  past  year,  but  I  wish  especially  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  laboi-s  of  Comrade  C.  V.  R.  Pond,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
who  has  so  classified  the  vast  amount  of  correspondence,  reports,  and  the 
literature  of  every  kind  that  reference  is  easily  made  to  any  part  of  it.  The 
promptness,  accuracy,  and  dispatch  of  business  in  his  Department  is  very 
gratifying.  Our  Department  is  happy  in  the  possession  of  most  excellent 
rooms  in  the  capitol  at  Lansing  as  headquarters  of  the  G.  A.  R.  for  Michigan 
by  8i)ecial  act  of  Legislature.     They  are  convenient  and  elegant. 
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The  Soldiers^  Home  at  Grand  Rapids  is  in  excellent  condition,  and 
full.  Colonel  Croser  and  staff  do  excellent  work  for  the  state  in  their  care 
of  the  old  soldiers. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  has  been  active  and  efficient  in  its  assist- 
ance in  looking  after  matters  at  the  Home  as  well  as  its  own  organization.  It 
has  been  well  officered  and  well  managed  for  many  years. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  this  Department  to  assist  and  encourage  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  in  every  way  possible,  and  as  a  result  they  are  in  a  pros- 
perous condition. 


MINNESOTA. 


N.  A.  GEARHART,  A.   I.  (I. 


^  The  records  of  the  A.  A.  G.  and  A.  Q.  M.  G.  are  well  kept.  Depart- 
ment reports  are  promptly  forwarded  to  National  Headquarters.  No  Gen- 
eral Orders  from  National  Headquarters  are  missing  from  the  files. 

The  officers  of  the  Department  are  efficient,  untiring  in  zeal,  and  have 
the  confidence  of  the  rank  and  file. 

The  magnificent  work  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  fully  appreciated. 

Our  Soldiers'  Home  at  Minnehaha  is  a  model.  The  care  and  attention 
given  the  inmates  must  be  gratifying  to  comrades  more  fortunate  than  they. 

Number  of  inmates  July  1,  1896,  418. 

The  expense  of  maintaining  the  Home  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July 
31,  1896,  was$6r>,347.19. 

I  can  safely  say  that  at  no  time  in  the  History  of  the  Department  has 
its  prospects  been  so  bright  as  at  present. 


MISSOURI. 

JERE  T.  DEW,  A.  I.  G. 

Old  fat ner  Time,  and  *'hard  times"  together,  have  conspired  to  make 
the  march  of  life  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  rough  and  rugged; 
however,  this  Department  is  in  good  condition,  owning  considerable  property, 
and  having  a  strong  and  zealous  membei'ship  of  13,309  in  good  standing. 
The  Department  Headquarters  are  neat  and  well  kept ;  the  records  are  prop- 
erly preserved,  and  all  accounts  correct,  and  the  officers  are  courteous,  prompt, 
and  efficient. 

The  ever  helpful  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  despite  the  dull  times,  have 
been  diligent  in  busines.s,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  comrades  and  their 
cause.  They  have  dunng  the  last  year  completed  and  dedicated  a  Soldiers* 
Home,  locate<l  at  St.  James,  Mo.,  and  the  state  has  since  by  law  undertaken 
to  support  this  institution,  and  has  made  ai)propriations  of  money  for  such 
l)viq)ose.  The  Home  was  oi)ened  to  the  public  last  October,  and  there  are 
now  quite  a  number  of  inmates,  recipients  of  its  hospitality. 
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The  Sons  of  Veterans  keep  up  their  organization,  and  are  in  fairly  good 
condition,  but  possibly  not  as  enthusiastic  generally  as  they  might  be,  but  it 
is  claimed  their  interest  is  growing.  There  is  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
Grand  Army  to  encourage  the  Sons  in  their  praiseworthy  association.  They 
and  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  with  the  Grand  Army,  for  the  first  time  in 
this  Department,  had  their  annual  sessions  at  same  time  and  place,  Warrens- 
burg,  Mo  ,  this  year.  It  occurs  to  us  that  this  would  be  a  very  beneficial  cus- 
tom to  keep  up  from  year  to  year.  It  brings  all  together,  makes  them  ac- 
quainted and  better  friends,  and  consequently  a  stronger  influence  with  a 
livelier  interest  in  each  other's  welfare. 


MONTANA. 


A.   E.  GLOYD,  A.  I.  G. 


I  take  pleasure  in  making  every  effort  to  comply  with  the  Rules  and 
Regulations  as  outlined,  and  in  this  connection  endorse  the  advisability  of 
changing  the  date  of  annual  inspection,  as  suggested,  to  take  place  between 
September  15  and  December  20.  It  would  be  of  material  advantage  in  the 
accommodation  of  a  large  but  sparsely  settled  territory  like  Montana. 

The  erection  of  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Columbia  Falls,  Mont.,  is  com- 
pleted, with  a  comrade  ( Captain  Hilman )  as  Commandant,  but  the  building 
is  not  furnished  and  there  are  no  inmates.  The  present  State  Legislature 
(now  in  session)  has  been  petitioned  to  appropriate  sufficient  funds  for  the 
purpose.  They  have  also  been  asked  to  pass  upon  a  provision  for  the  keep- 
ing of  the  wives  of  soldiers  at  the  Home.  The  W.  R.  C.  have  presented  a 
bill  for  an  annex  to  their  Department,  but  the  latter  items  will  most  likely  be 
passed  over  principally  owing  to  the  financial  condition  of  the  state  treasury. 
The  W.  R.  C.  takes  great  interest  in  the  matter  of  furnishing  the  Home,  and 
are  preparing  to  donate  from  their  funds.  The  Corps  are  of  great  assistance 
to  say  the  least. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  number  so  few  and  are  so  scattered  that  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  keep  up  their  organization,  except  in  the  larger  cities,  but  we  are 
distributing  the  address  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans, 
U.  S.  A.,  and  hope  to  encourage  them  in  keej)ing  in  line. 

The  different  Posts  in  this  Department  are  in  as  healthy  condition  as 
could  be  expected,  and  the  general  moral  tone  is  to  be  commended.  Our 
members  gradually  decrease,  as  the  death  roll  cannot  be  avoided,  but  every 
worthy  ex-soldier's  name  is  solicited. 
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NEBRASKA. 

O.  G.  B.ULET.  A.  I.  O 

I  have  inspected  Department  headquarters,  and  found  everything  per- 
taining to  the  office  in  excellent  shape.  The  headquarters  are  located  in 
state  capitol  building  on  first  floor,  with  rooms  well  furnished,  and  by  the 
liberality  of  the  state  given  to  the  use  of  the  Grand  Army  without  charge. 
There  is  a  good  libraiy,  a  War  Record  of  the  Rebellion  obtained  from  United 
States  government  through  the  courtesy  of  ex-Senator  Manderson,  consisting 
of  130  volumes,  and  other  war  records.  Files  of  the  leading  G.  A.  R.  news- 
papers are  kept  and  all  records  and  reports  are  neatly  and  systematically 
arranged. 

The  Soldiers'  Home,  located  at  Grand  Island,  is  found  in  a  prosperous 
and  satisfactory  condition  under  the  efficient  management  of  Commandant 
John  W.  Wilson.  His  report  of  date  November  30,  1896,  shows  a  total 
present  of  217,  of  whom  32  are  wives  of  comrades.  During  the  biennial 
period  beginning  December  1,  1894,  and  ending  November  30,  1896,  the  flag 
has  been  placed  at  half-mast  thirty  times  and  30  comrades  have  been  called 
to  answer  the  tattoo.     Since  the  establishment  of  the  Home  93  have  died. 

The  Branch  Soldiers'  Home  at  Milford  deserves  more  than  a  passing 
notice.  This  Home  was  dedicated  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  1895,  and 
placed  in  charge  of  Captain  J.  H.  Culver  as  Commandant,  and  to  his  energy 
and  ability  is  due  that  we  have  one  of  the  most  beautiful  retreats  for  the  old 
comrades,  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Blue  river,  with  a  park  of  about  thirty- 
seven  acres  of  natural  timber,  a  five-story  brick  building  40x80,  which  was 
originally  erected  as  a  sanitarium,  with  medicinal  springs  furnishing  abundance 
of  water,  with  shady  paths,  fishing  and  boating,  perfect  drainage,  and  many 
other  natural  advantages.  Total  applicants  admitted  59,  of  whom  three  are 
women.  There  has  been  but  one  death  since  this  institution  was  opened, 
which  speaks  well  for  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  Lithia  Springs. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  with  efficient  officers, 
and  much  interest  is  taken  in  the  work  by  members.  The  young  men  are 
walking  in  the  footsteps  of  their  fathers,  and  when  the  time  comes  they  will 
be  found  not  wanting.  Thirty-three  Camps  are  reported  and  during  the 
coming  year  several  more  will  be  instituted. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  are  active  in  their  work,  and  doing  noble 
deeds  throughout  the  Department ;  through  their  efforts  the  Department  has 
received  material  assistance,  and  by  them  many  local  Posts  have  overcome 
their  financial  difficulties  and  been  encouraged  to  hold  their  organizations 
together  until  prosperity  would  again  shine  upon  them.  One  hundred  and 
nine  Corps  are  reported  in  this  Department. 

I  believe  that  the  date  of  inspection  should  be  changed  to  take  place 
between  September  15  and  December  20,  as  it  would  give  the  Department 
Inspector  more  time,  and  he  could  consequently  give  the  Posts  more  atten- 
tion, especially  in  sparsely  settled  states. 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

ALBERT  L.    HALL,  A.  I.  0. 

I  made  an  inspectioii  of  headquarters  of  this  department  on  Saturday, 
June  5,  1897,  located  in  the  state  house  at  Concord,  and  are  open  every  busi- 
ness day  in  the  year  in  charge  of  Frank  Battles,  A.  A.  G.,  who  is  also  acting 
as  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  and  seems  to  be  well  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  the 
two  offices.  His  books  are  well  kept.  The  orders  from  National  Head- 
quarters of  this  Department  are  carefully  filed  for  future  reference.  There  is 
also  on  file  a  full  set  of  the  official  war  records  and  histories  of  New  Hamp- 
shire regiments,  and  other  books  of  interest  to  comrades  visiting  headquar- 
ters. There  is  also  a  collection  of  **war  relics"  and  **war  pictures"  that 
are  interesting  to  all  visitors  and  will  grow  valuable  later  on.  The  Depart- 
ment of  New  Hampshire  G.  A.  R.,  seems  to  me  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion at  this  date. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

JAMBS  M.   ATWOOD,  A.    I.    O. 

I  have  visited  Department  headquarters  and  found  everything  in  first- 
class  condition;  books  well  kept,  all  orders  and  letters  on  file  and  ready  for 
immediate  reference.  The  Department  Commander  and  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  met  me  at  headquarters  every  evening,  and  all  coiTespondence  re- 
ceived through  the  day  is  answered  and  disposed  of  before  leaving.  At  the 
Assistant  Quartermaster's  desk  I  found  the  books  and  accounts  kept  in  a  sys- 
tematic manner;  everything  correct  and  ready  for  inspection. 

I  accompanied  the  Department  Commander  and  staff  on  an  official 
visit  to  the  State  Soldiers'  Home  at  Kearney.  We  were  cordially  received 
by  M^jor  Peter  Rogers,  Superintendent,  and  his  genial  Adjutant,  Comrade 
Mains.  The  old  **boys,"  notwithstanding  their  age,  gray  locks,  wounds, 
rheumatism  and  crutches,  seem  to  be  contented  and  happy.  Among  the  im- 
provements W  the  Home  is  that  of  the  appointment  of  a  resident  physician. 

I  think  for  many  reasons  better  results  would  follow  if  our  inspections 
were  held  between  September  15  and  December  20,  during  the  season  of 
clement  weather  and  good  roads. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  are  doing  good  work  and  are  fast  gaining 
favor  with  the  Grand  Array,  who  are  beginning  to  see  the  benefits  derived 
from  the  help  of  all  loyal  women  in  connection  with  the  order. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans,  so  far  as  my  experience  extends,  are  not  so  much 
'  pecuniary  aid  to  the  Posts  as  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  but  they  appear  to 
be  recognized  and  encouraged. 
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NEW  MEXICO. 

WILLIAM  M.  BERGEB,  A.  I.  G. 

Owing  to  the  stringency  of  the  times  and  from  the  fact  that  a  large 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Posts  in  New  Mexico  are  oat  of  employment, 
there  has  been  a  large  falling  off  in  the  roll  of  membership,  and  many  of  the 
Posts  have  had  a  hard  time  to  maintain  their  organizations,  a  large  percent- 
age has  been  dropped  for  non-payment  of  dues,  many  have  removed  from  the 
Department  to  other  states  and  territories.  Notwithstanding  all  these  re- 
verses there  is  no  lack  of  enthusiasm  among  the  old  boys,  and  our  meetings 
and  camp-fires  have  been  characterized  by  a  degree  of  interest  which  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  contemplate. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  change  of  date  of  inspections,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  with  a  change  to  October  or  November  better  results  will  follow. 
These  months  are  generally  cool  and  pleasant  and  meetings  usually  largely 
attended. 

National  or  State  Soldiers'  Home. — The  Territory  of  New  Mexico  has 
no  Home  for  Soldiers  within  its  borders,  nor  is  there  a  National  Home  within 
the  territory.  The  extraordinary  mild  climate  of  Santa  Fd  and  other  por- 
tions of  the  territory  presents  the  finest  location  for  a  National  Soldiers' 
Home  or  sanitarium  for  veterans  of  the  army  and  navy  afflicted  with  con- 
sumption or  any  pulmonary  complaint  of  any  place  in  the  United  States. 

There  is  located  at  Santa  F^  a  very  fine  cemetery  for  the  interment  of 
the  remains  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  United  States,  which  is  kept  up 
in  a  very  creditable  manner  in  charge  of  an  able  and  efficient  superintendent 
appointed  by  the  "War  Department. 

I  have  the  great  pleasure  to  report  that  through  the  efforts  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  several  Grand  Army  Posts  throughout  the  territory  **  Old  Glory" 
floats  from  the  roof  of  every  public  and  private  school,  college,  seminary, 
and  other  institution  of  learning  in  the  territory. 

There  are  several  flourishing  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  good  condition 
in  the  territory,  and  also  Sons  of  Veterans,  associations  which  lend  their  aid 
and  influence  to  the  Grand  Army  Posts  to  a  very  large  extent. 

New  Mexico  will  also  be  found,  though  small  in  members,  enthusiastic 
and  patriotic  in  all  affairs  concerning  the  G.  A.  R. 


NORTH  DAKOTA. 


E.  SOUTHARD,  A.  I.  6. 


I  have  not  been  able  to  personally  inspect  the  headquarters  of  this  De- 
partment at  Grand  Forks,  but  am  entirely  confident  that  under  the  manage- 
ment of  our  able  and  enthusiastic  Department  Commander,  Wm.  H.  Brown, 
and  his  capable  and  painstaking  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Wm.  Ackerman, 
everything  is  in  the  best  possible  shape. 
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Our  State  Soldiers*  Home  at  Lisbon  is  an  institution  of  which  we  are 
naturally  proud.  Nothing  but  praise  and  commendation  is  ever  heard  con- 
cerning it.  It  is  essentially  a  home.  The  number  of  present  inmates  on 
January  30  this  year  was  88 ;  whole  number  cared  for  since  the  establishment 
of  the  institution  is  68. 

There  is  no  provision  in  this  state  for  soldiers'  orphans. 

The  President  of  the  W.  R.  C,  sends  me  the  information  that  the  pros- 
pects of  that  helpful  organization  are,  in  this  Department,  most  encouraging. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  in  bad  shape  in  this  Department.  The  im- 
pression seems  to  be  that  the  organization  never  will  command  much  atten- 
tion until  after  the  passing  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

I  heartily  concur  in  your  suggestion  for  changing  the  date  of  inspection 
"so  that  it  take  place  between  September  15  and  December  20."  The  ex- 
periences of  the  present  winter  would  seem  to  recommend  the  change. 


OREGON. 


D.  H.  TITKNER,  A.  I.  G. 


On  account  of  the  continued  depression  in  all  branches  of  trade,  and 
the  hard  times  in  general, — which  is  probably  more  severely  felt  by  our  com- 
rades than  by  others  who  are  younger  and  physically  more  able  to  strive  and 
tussle  in  the  race  for  a  living, — the  Order  has  not  made  any  great  advances, 
either  in  number  of  Posts  or  in  membership.  During  the  last  term  the  De- 
partment gained  in  membership  49 — the  showing  at  that  time,  December  81, 
1896,  being  66  Posts  and  a  membership  of  1,981  in  good  standing.  Since 
then  one  Post  has  surrendered  charter ;  the  members,  however,  taking  trans- 
fer cards  which  were  deposited  by  them  in  the  most  accessible  Posts,  which 
left  the  membership  practically  the  same,  but  short  one  Post. 

I  had  the  honor  as  well  as  the  pleasure  to  organize  anew  Post  at  New- 
berg  during  the  last  month  with  thirty-one  charter  members.  With  this  addi- 
tion we  hope  to  find  the  Department  on  the  30th  of  June,  1897,  with  the  same 
number  of  Posts  and  a  slightly  increased  membership  over  our  previous  re- 
port. 

The  Woman^s  Relief  Corps  are  as  usual  ready  and  willing  to  render  aid 
or  assistance  to  the  old  soldiers  or  their  families.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however, 
that  out  of  the  65  Posts  in  the  Department  only  87  of  them  have  the  W.  R. 
C.  attached. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans,  while  in  a  somewhat  better  condition  than  that 
of  one  year  ago,  are  still  not  as  flourishing  as  I  could  wish  for ;  there  seems 
to  be  a  lack  of  something  that  serves  to  prevent  the  boys  from  keeping  their 
organization  in  the  front  rank,  or  what  it  should  be  ;  possibly  the  stringency 
of  the  money  market  may  have  something  to  do  witli  this  deplorable  state  of 
affairs  with  the  **  Sons"  as  well  as  with  the  **  Fathers."    I  find  from  reports 
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on  file  at  headquarters  that  on  December  31,  1896,  there  were  only  nine 
Camps  in  the  Department. 

I  regret  very  much  my  inabilty  to  visit  the  Soldiers'  Home,  located  at 
Roseburg,  but  the  distance,  hard  times,  and  a  lack  of  time  has  made  it  im- 
possible for  me  to  make  a  personal  inspection  of  this  worthy  institution.  I 
learn,  however,  that  it  is  now,  as  it  always  has  been  since  its  completion,  full 
to  overflowing. 

Department  headquarters  I  find  in  first-class  shape,  so  fieur  as  the  clerical 
work  is  concerned.  All  orders  are  on  file,  correspondence  neatly  filed  and 
indexed,  and  everything  pertaining  to  these  offices  kept  in  a  neat  and  busi- 
ness-like manner.  All  the  Department  officers  have,  so  far  as  I  know,  been 
fiuthful  and  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  various  duties. 

The  advisability  of  changing  date  of  inspection  from  September  16  to 
December  20,  I  think  would  result  in  having  better  reports  from  the  inspec- 
tions of  Posts  than  we  now  have,  especially  in  thinly  settled  localities  where 
comrades  live  quite  a  distance  and  cannot  attend  Post  meetings  in  bad 
weather. 

,  I  am  grateful  for  your  patience  and  good  humor.  Hold  fast  to  both. 
We  are  a  *' broke''  and  badly  scattered  lot  Snow  in  the  mountains  from 
three  to  eleven  feet  deep.  Some  of  the  "boys"  in  the  mountain  mining 
camps  are  anxiously  waiting  for  the  snow  to  melt  so  they  can  dig  enough  dust 
to  pay  dues.  Commander  of  our  Post  writes  that  they  have  three  members 
in  good  standing,  and  will  hold  the  fort  against  all  foes.  How  is  that  for 
pluck?  The  only  sign  of  discouragement  is  when  he  says  "prospects  of  the 
Post  not  very  good." 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

JOHN  LEB,  A.  I.  O. 

On  May  5,  1897,  I  made  an  official  visit  and  inspection  of  headquarters 
of  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania.  I  was  very  courteously  received  by  the 
Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Comrade  Charles  L.  Leiper,  and  the  Assistant 
Quartermaster-Oeneral,  Comrade  Abraham  Levering. 

All  inquiries  made  of  those  officers  in  reference  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Department  were  cheerfully  and  satisfactorily  answered.  The  records  and 
accounts  are  all  kept  in  a  business-like  manner. 

There  are  in  this  Department  606  Posts  in  good  standing,  with  a  mem- . 
bership  of  86,029.     In  my  opinion  it  would  be  a  change  for  the.  better  to 
have  the  annual  inspections  take  place  at  an  earlier  date.     I  would  therefore 
beg  to  suggest  that  the  time  be  changed  so  that  the  inspections  take  place 
between  September  15  and  December  20. 

On  April  6  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors' 
Home  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  courteously  received  by  M^jor  William 
W.  Tyson,  Commander.  Every  facility  was  afforded  me  in  making  myself 
familiar  with  the  institution,  the  buildings,  and  the  grounds  connected  there- 
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with.  I  was  conducted  through  the  different  departments,  and  was  impressed 
with  the  cleanliness  of  the  place,  and  the  orderly  demeanor  of  the  inmates. 
In  speaking  with  the  inmates,  both  at  the  Home  and  those  I  met  in  the  city 
of  Erie,  the  comrades  expressed  themsekes  as  being  well  cared  for  and  per- 
fectly contented.  The  present  number  of  inmates  is  455 ;  total  number  of 
admissions  since  the  establishment  of  the  Home,  2,010. 

I  am  pleased  that  I  can  report,  so  far  as  this  Department  is  concerned, 
that  it  is  well  provided  with  Homes  where  our  comrades  in  their  old  age  will 
be  well  cared  for. 

There  are  four  soldiers'  orphans'  schools  in  the  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Latest  reports  show  over  1,100  children  in  attendance  in  the  four 
schools.  The  admissions  since  the  schools  were  created  have  been  over 
16,000.  The  schools  are  under  the  charge  of  the  Pennsylvania  Commission 
of  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Schools,  the  miyority  of  whom  are  comrades  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Every  comrade  of  our  Department  is  justly 
proud  of  those  schools;  a  noble  work  is  being  done  in  caring  for  the  children 
ot  our  comrades. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  very  active  throughout  this  Department, 
and  they  deserve  much  credit  for  the  noble  work  they  are  doing  in  relieving 
the  wants  of  our  comrades  and  their  families. 

At  Brookville  is  located  the  Pennsylvania  Memorial  Home,  which  was 
organized  and  is  maintained  by  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  where  veterans 
and  their  wives  are  admitted.  An  average  of  71  inmates  have  been  provided 
for  yearly  since  1890. 

The  information  derived  from  members  of  different  Camps  of  Sons  of 
Veterans  is  to  the  effect  that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  does  not  give 
that  encouragement  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  that  it  should.  The  comrades 
of  the  Grand  Army  should  use  their  influence  with  those  that  may  be  eligible 
to  membership,  to  join  this  organization,  and  thereby  encourage  the  building 
«p  of  an  auxiliary  that  is  destined  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 


POTOMAC. 

A.  HART,  A.  I.  O. 

Pursuant  to  orders  I  inspected  Department  headquarters  on  the  27th 
inst.,  and  found  the  same  in  excellent  condition.  The  records  of  the  De- 
partment are  perfect,  and  so  are  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  Assistant 
Quartermaster- General.  From  my  personal  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of 
this  Department  for  many  years,  and  from  my  examination  of  the  books  and 
files,  I  must  say  that  this  Department  has  always  been  fortunate  in  having  its 
offices  filled  by  able  and  painstaking  comrades.  I  doubt  whether  the  books 
and  files  in  any  Department  can  be  found  in  so  perfect  condition  as  here. 
While  the  Departmeni  of  the  Potomac  is  comparatively  small,  I  doubt 
whether  more  good  work  is  done  in  any  of  the  larger  Departments. 
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The  machinery  of  this  Department  is  almost  perfect.  The  Department 
.  has  an  employment  committee,  consisting  of  the  Commanders  of  the  Posts,  and 
presided  over  by  the  Senior  Vice-Department-Commander.  This  committee 
is  doing  splendid  work  in  procuring  employment  for  comrades  and  their 
widows  and  orphans.  Also  a  Relief  Committee  consisting  of  one  comrade 
elected  from  each  Post,  and  presided  over  by  the  Juniqr  Vice-Commander. 
This  committee  furnishes  relief  to  the  destitute  comrades  and  their  families 
not  connected  with  the  Posts  of  this  Department ;  this  committee  also  sees 
to  it  that  every  ex-Union  soldier  who  dies  in  this  Department,  and  not  con- 
nected with  any  Post  here,  has  a  soldier's  funeral,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  with  several  of  its  members  and  the  Department  Chaplain,  attend 
these  funerals,  and  perform  the  G.  A.  R.  funeral  senice  at  the  grave.  The 
interment  of  this  class  of  old  soldiers  is  generally  at  Arlington  cemeterj'. 
This  committee  expended  for  relief,  during  last  year,  $617.84,  which,  together 
with  the  amounts  expended  for  relief  by  the  Posts,  amounts  to  $1,514.72. 

The  tlnited  States  Soldiers'  Home  (for  soldiers  of  regular  army  only) 
is  located  in  this  Department  It  is  unquestionably  the  finest  home  for  old 
soldiers  in  the  world.  It  has  1,098  inmates.  Of  these  179  are  veterans  of 
the  Mexican  War,  and  465  of  the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion.  In  this  Home 
is  located  Henry  Wilson  Post,  No.  17,  with  120  members. 

There  is  also  a  "  Temporary  Home  for  Ex-Union  Soldiers  and  Sailors," 
originally  organized  many  years  ago  by  a  number  of  comrades,  and  main- 
tained by  voluntary  contributions,  but  for  several  years  past  Congress  has 
made  annual  appropriations  for  its  support.  This  institution  has  done  an  im- 
mense amount  of  good  and  has  relieved  the  Department  of  a  great  deal  of 
worry  and  expense.  It  is  governed  by  a  Board  of  Managers,  all  comrades  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  Comrades  who  come  to  Washington  to  look  after  a  claim,  or  in 
search  of  employment,  and  get  stranded,  as  many  do,  find  a  nice  place, 
cleanly  kept,  where  they  can  have  a  bed  to  rest  their  weary  limbs,  and  good 
meals,  free  of  charge.  From  January  1,  1896,  to  December  81,  1896,  895 
comrades  were  admitted,  15,037  meals  served,  and  8,975  lodgings  given. 
The  Home  has  forty  beds,  but  can  accommodate  fifty-four  if  necessary. 

There  are  nine  Woman's  Relief  Corps  with  578  members  in  this  De- 
partment doing  excellent  work,  and  assist  the  G.  A.  R.  in  the  great  work  of 
relief 

There  are  seven  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  in  this  Department,  and 
they  receive  all  the  encouragement  that  the  G.  A.  R.  can  give  them  under 
the  existing  Rules  and  Regulations.  As  you  will  have  obser^'ed,  the  captains 
of  these  Camps  are  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Memorial  Executive  Commit- 
tee, in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  of  this  Department. 

While  during  the  past  four  years  this  Department  has  suffered  by  loss 
of  members,  and  many  comrades  by  loss  of  employment  and  for  other  reason 
than  being  ex-Union  soldiers,  I  am  happy  to  report  that  since  the  4th  of 
March  last  a  change  is  noticeable  which  is  refreshing.  Already  every  Post 
in  this  Department  has  increased  its  membership,  the  old  spirit  again 
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feets  itself,  and  the  Department  headquarters,  which  are  open  every  evening 
except  Sunday,  are  crowded  night  afler  night,  and  many  of  our  comrades 
who  were  deprived  of  their  positions  in  the  government  departments  are 
again  reinstated  in  their  former  places,  or  were  given  other  employment,  and 
too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  officers  of  this  Department  for  the 
good  work  they  have  done,  and  are  yet  doing  to  assist  these  unfortunate  com- 
rades in  their  efforts  to  get  reinstated. 

Finally,  I  desire  respectfully  to  suggest  that  the  time  of  inspection  be 
changed  so  as  to  take  place  between  September  15  and  December  20. 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

OEOBOE   M.  TURNER,  A.  I.  G. 

This  Department  comprises  twenty-six  Posts,  with  a  membership  in 
good  standing  January  1,  1897,  of  2,307  comrades.  The  losses  by  death 
during  the  past  year,  67;  by  suspension,  151  comrades. 

In  relation  to  the  inspectors  of  Posts,  it  is  mjr  opinion  that  better  re- 
sults would  follow  if  they  are  inspected  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  after  the 
beginning  of  the  second  term  of  the  year,  as  Post  officers,  by  that  date,  should 
be  familiar  with  the  ritual  and  their  duties. 

Wbman^s  Relief  Corps. — ^Twenty  Posts  of  this  Department  have  an 
auxiliary  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  with  a  membership  in  good  standing 
January  1,  1897,  of  885  members.  The  influence  and  assistance  of  this  or- 
ganization to  the  Posts  with  whom  they  are  connected  cannot  be  spoken  of 
in  too  high  words  of  appreciation ;  they  are  most  emphatically  a  helper  to  this 
Department. 

Sons  of  Veterans. — Fourteen  Posts  of  this  Department  have  as  an  aux- 
iliary connected  with  them  a  Camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans.  January  1,  1897, 
their  membership  in  good  standing  was  410  members. 

There  are  many  hard  and  earnest  workers  in  the  Division.  Its  members 
should  be  3,000  in  this  state,  as  there  is  plenty  of  material  to  recruit  from. 

Soldiers^  Home. — ^The  Home  is  located  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  on  the 
west  shore  of  Mount  Hope  Bay,  opposite  the  city  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and 
contains  8S\  acres.  It  has  a  fine  shore  front  with  good  opportunity  for 
building  a  landing.  The  buildings  at  the  Home  are  complete  in  every  de- 
tail. 

There  have  been  in  the  Home  since  its  dedication,  353  ;  of  this  number 
58  have  died.  Sixteen  died  last  year  ( 1896),  the  largest  number  in  any  one 
year,  since  the  establishment  of  the  Home.  The  number  of  present  inmates, 
160  veterans. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 

8.  W.   HOFFMAN,  A.    I.    G. 

I  find  the  Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral  and  Assistant  Qaartermaster- 
Cteneral  prompt  in  attending  to  their  respective  duties.  Their  books  are 
kept  in  a  systematic  manner  and  are  in  conformity  with  the  Roles  and  Regu- 
lations of  our  Order. 

My  ideas  coincide  with  your  own  in  regard  to  having  Post  inspections 
at  an  earlier  date,  before  elections  and  installation  of  officers :  say  September 
or  October.  I  think  the  Order  would  be  more  fully  complied  with,  and  in 
any  event  Post  Commanders  and  Post  Inspectors  should  be  strictly  instructed 
to  obey  orders  promptly,  for  the  good  and  systematic  health  of  our  Order. 

On  account  of  the  great  distance — 760  miles — by  rail,  I  could  not  visit 
the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Hot  Springs,  but  I  received  a  report  from  Col.  M.  V. 
Lucas,  Commandant,  and  J.  M.  Kintner,  Aoyutant,  of  the  Home,  which  I 
hereby  substantially  repeat : 
Total  number  admitted  to  the  Home  from  November  25,  1890,  to  May 

,  1,  1897 463 

Total  present  membership 172 

Absent  on  furlough 52 

Present  sick  in  hospital 10 

Present  for  duty 110 

Total  deaths  in  hospital 48 

Total  deaths  in  hospital,  1897 7 

Total  members  present  who  draw  pensions 159 

Average  age  of  members 62 

The  hospital  is  equipped  with  all  modem  improvements,  and  has  a 
capacity  for  80  patients,  and  has  warm  and  cold  water  from  the  celebrated 
mineral  springs  which  has  a  magical  effect  upon  rheumatic  patients,  curing 
fully  50  per  cent  of  those  who  come  there  afflicted  with  the  disease. 

The  Home  building  is  85  by  132  feet,  four  stories  high  ;  has  the  healing 
waters,  for  bathing  purposes,  on  three  floors,  both  warm  and  cold.  The  Home, 
including  hospital,  is  heated  by  steam  with  steam  laundry  attached.  The 
whole  plant  is  complete  with  apartments,  making  a  Home  for  the  veterans 
second  to  none. 

Z.  C.  Green,  at  White,  South  Dakota,  Division  Commander,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  reports  to  me  24  Camps  and  402  members  in  the  Division  of  South 
Dakota,  and  three  other  Camps  about  to  be  organized.  Commander  Green 
seems  to  be  an  active  worker,  full  of  energy  and  zeal  in  organizing  new 
Camps,  and  has  been  so  far  quite  successful. 

I  wrote  to  the  President  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  at  Hot  Springy, 
for  a  report  of  that  organization,  but  up  to  the  present  time  my  request  has 
not  been  complied  with.  I  learn  through  other  sources  that  there  are  now^ 
Corps  in  good  standing,  1,198  members  in  good  standing;  $35880  cash  ex- 
pended in  five  quarters,  January  1,  1896,  to  March  81, 1897;  $384.40  relief 
other  than  cash. 
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The  Roster  of  the  Posts  in  this  Department  shows  157  Posts,  so  you  will 
notice  from  the  Deputy  Inspector's  report  that  there  has  been  quite  a  falling 
off  of  Posts  and  membership.  The  cause,  however,  is  not  a  lack  of  interest 
in  the  principles  of  our  Order,  but  on  account  of  adverse  circumstances. 
During  the  last  four  years,  in  some  of  the  rural  district^},  there  has  been  a 
shortage  of  crops  for  want  of  rain,  and  prices  of  produce  have  been  low. 
augmented  by  the  geueral  financial  depression,  have  brought  more  or  less 
distress  to  our  people  and  comrades  in  these  sections  of  our  Department  havo 
been  compelled  to  struggle  for  a  livelihood.  They  have  not  been  able  to 
keep  up  their  dues,  nor  the  expense  of  maintaining  Post  organization,  so 
that  quite  a  number  of  Posts  stand  suspended  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  no  provision  made  in  this  Department  for  aid  to  soldiers'  or- 
phans as  to  their  education,  or  in  any  other  respect 

With  better,  brighter,  and  easier  times  the  W.  R.  C.  and  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans will  also  increase  in  numbers  and  become  more  permanent  and  stead- 
fast in  rendering  assistance  to  the  old  soldiers. 


TEXAS. 

JOHN   RUCH,  A.  I.  G. 

Having  been  unable  to  make  a  personal  inspection  of  our  headquarters 
at  Dallas,  I  was  in  attendance  upon  the  Department  Encampment,  held  at 
Houston,  April  21  to  23  inclusive,  and  was  governed  to  a  groat  extent  by 
reports  of  (Committees  on  Department  oflScers.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  find  the 
Department  in  a  deplorable  condition  ;  while  I  find  the  books  and  records  of 
the  Assistant  Adjutant- General  in  excellent  shape,  and  the  books  of  the  As- 
sistant Quartermaster-General  completely  kept  so  that  all  transactions  could 
be  seen  at  a  glance,  I  also  find  that  in  March,  1894,  under  the  administration 
of  Department-Commander  John  W.  Parks,  the  membership  reported  was 
1,696,  with  71  Posts.  At  Houston,  last  week,  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
in  his  report,  says :  **  While  our  reports  show  42  Posts  in  good  standing,  with 
786  members,  and  in  accordance  with  the  ruling  of  the  Adjutant-General,  we 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  the  per  capita  tax  upon  that  numljer.  The  facts 
aro  that  there  are  9  Posts,  containing  a  membership  of  117,  which  have  failed 
to  render  their  reports,  or  pay  to  the  Department  their  per  capita  tax  as  re- 
quired by  the  Rules  and  Regulat' jns.  Seven  of  these  Posts  have  failed  to 
render  any  report  for  the  year  1896."  Therefore,  I  find  from  that  report 
that  there  is  in  this  Department  83  Posts  in  good  standing,  with  a  member- 
ship of  669,  a  loss  of  927  in  three  years.  I  have  found  upon  investigation 
that  some  of  those  Posts  reported  in  good  standing  are  kept  alive  **  on  paper" 
by  some  patriotic  comrade  paying  their  per  capita  tax  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
Hence,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  Department  has  lost  66  per  cent  of  its  mem- 
bership in  three  years.  All  this  in  face  of  the  fact  that  there  are  22,000  ex- 
Union  soldiers  in  the  state  of  Texas,     i  A  grand  field  for  recruiting  service. ) 
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The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  number  300.  It  has  been  governed  with 
ability  since  its  organization,  and  I  believe  that  if  the  same  interest,  patriot- 
ism, and  energy  were  displayed  by  the  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  this  Depart- 
ment would  to-day  number  5,000  comrades.  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps — 
may  it  ever  bask  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Gk>i. 

There  are  six  Camps  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  who  will  organize  a  Di- 
vision in  the  near  future. 


UTAH. 


0.  0.  FAEN8W0RTH,  A.  I.  O. 

There  are  no  National  or  State  Soldiers'  Homes  in  this  Department. 

There  has  been  a  committee  appointed  at  the  Fifteenth  Department 
Encampment  to  take  steps  in  the  direction  of  securing  the  building  in  this 
city  known  as  the  Women's  Industrial  Home,  and  at  present  only  partially 
occupied.  It  cost  $60,000  and  considerable  each  year  to  care  for  it  and  keep 
it  in  repair.  It  was  to  be  used  as  a  home  for  the  polygamous  wives  and  chil- 
dren of  the  Mormons  who  discarded  them  or  who  wished  to  be  removed  from 
their  husbands.  There  were  but  very  few  who  took  any  advantage  of  its 
benefits.  Later  it  was  used  as  headquarters  for  the**  Utah  Commission," 
who  represented  the  United  States  government  before  Utah  was  admitted  as 
a  state.  When  I  was  at  the  Twenty-Sixth  National  Encampment  held  in 
Washington,  1892,  I  presented  this  subject  and  secured  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  who  should  examine  the  matter  and  report  to  the  following  En- 
campment. This  was  done,  but  our  delegate  failed  to  secure  further  action, 
and  the  question,  **What  shall  be  done  with  the  Industrial  Home?"  is  still 
unsettled.  The  leading  member  of  our  present  committee.  Commander  E. 
Sells,  died  in  March,  1897.  Our  Department  Commander  has  endeavored  to 
secure  a  meeting  of  the  remainder  of  the  committee,  but  so  far  has  failed, 
and  I  can  say  we  have  no  Home,  and  a  poor  prospect  of  securing  one  at 
present. 

We  have  no  Soldiers'  Orphans*  Home.  There  is  one  Camp  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans  at  Ogden,  which  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  has  the  active 
encouragement  of  Dix  and  Logan  Posts.  There  have  been  two  Camps  formed 
in  this  city ;  both  have  failed,  through  the  apathy  of  the  comrades  and  lack 
of  zeal  in  the  members.  We  have  strong  hopes  that  when  our  financial  con- 
dition is  improved,  one  of  these  Camps  will  be  revived  and  become  success- 
fnl  and  flourishing. 

The  Posts  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  All  members  are  reinstated 
and  new  ones  are  coming  in,  which  we  trust  will  give  us  an  increase  of  25  to 
50  at  the  next  semi-annual  report.  The  inspection  of  the  Posts  was  made  in 
November,  1896,  and  I  know  of  no  reason  for  any  change  here.  Our  inspec- 
tions have  been  held  for  a  number  of  years  in  November,  as  our  annual  elec- 
tion occurs  the  first  meeting  in  December,  and  we  aim  and  desire  the  inspec- 
tions shall  be  held  before  the  elections 
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I  can  state  that  the  affairs  of  the  Department  are  in  the  hands  ot 
competent  officerSi  whose  chief  aim  and  desire  is  the  care  for  and  advance- 
ment of  the  comrades,  and  we  trust  the  annoal  reports  made  December  81, 
1897,  will  show  that  no  Department  of  our  grand  organization  has  developed 
more  nor  received  larger  accessions  to  its  membership  in  proportion  to  its 
size  than  has  that  of  Utah. 

There  are  several  small  districts  in  the  Department  where  a  Post  can- 
not be  sustained,  but  where  we  shall  endeavor  to  locate  **  Out- Posts,'*  and 
thereby  largely  increase  the  interest  in  the  Order. 


VERMONT. 


M.  J.  HORTON,  A.  I.  G. 


On  the  28d  day  of  April  I  inspected  headquarters  of  Vermont,  now  lo- 
cated in  the  historic  town  of  Bennington,  and  under  the  shadow  of  the  mag- 
nificent monument  erected  to  commemorate  the  valor  of  our  patriot  fathers^ 
in  one  of  the  most  important  and  decisive  battles  of  the  American  Revolution 
fought  upon  New  England  soil. 

I  found  the  books  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- General  models  of  neatness 
and  complete  in  every  particular ;  all  reports  and  orders  are  filed  system- 
atically, so  they  can  be  referred  to  at  any  time. 

The  books  of  the  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  are  well  kept  and  in 
a  business-like  manner,  and  all  reports  from  the  several  Posts  in  the  Depart- 
ment were  promptly  made  and  the  dues  paid. 

On  the  same  day  I  visited  and  inspected  the  Soldiers'  Home,  which  is 
located  at  Bennington,  and  is  the  grandest  institution  in  the  State.  The  care 
bestowed  upon  the  inmates  makes  the  institution  what  its  name  implies,  a 
home,  to  the  worn-out  veterans,  where  he  may  calmly  wait  for  the  final  *'  roll 
call.'*  The  first  inmate  was  admitted  to  the  Home  May  18, 1887,  since  which 
time  there  have  been  received  810.  Of  this  number  76  have  died,  134  have 
been  discharged,  41  of  whom  have  since  been  readmitted.  The  present  num. 
ber  of  inmates  is  98,  22  of  whom  are  in  the  hospital.  To  support  the  Home 
and  provide  for  needed  improvements,  the  legislature  of  Vermont,  at  each  bi- 
ennial session,  appropriates  the  sum  of  $18,000,  and  in  addition  the  National 
Government  pays  $100  per  annum  for  each  inmate  as  shown  by  the  reports. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  are  active  and  prospering,  and  materially 
aiding  the  Posts  to  which  they  are  an  auxiliary,  and  are  constantly  aiding 
the  Soldiers'  Home,  in  sending  little  delicacies  and  articles  for  the  comfort 
of  the  veterans. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  not  prospering  as  they  should,  and  some  steps 
should  be  taken  by  the  ne.xt  National  Encampment  to  give  more  earnest  en- 
couragement to  these  that  are  soon  to  take  our  places. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  inspection  of  Posts  could  be  made  before 
the  inclement  season  sets  in,  that  better  results  would  follow,  as  a  better 
attendance  could  be  had,  if  held  between  September  15  and  November  15. 
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VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

EDWARD   R.  BRINK,  A.  I.  G. 

The  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Encampment  of  this  Department  was  held  at 
the  Soldiers'  Home,  Hampton,  Va.,  on  the  4th  day  of  May,  inst.  I  was 
present  as  a  delegate  and  also  in  my  official  capacity.  I  had  already  made 
an  inspection  of  the  books,  papers,  and  accounts  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  and  of  the  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  but  being  assigned  as 
one  of  a  committee  to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  accounts  of  these  offi- 
cers I  had  the  opportunity  of  making  a  more  thorough  and  detailed  exami 
nation. 

I  made  an  examination  of  the  Southern  Branch  National  Home  for 
Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers  at  Hampton,  Virginia.  The  Home  embraces 
some  eight  acres  of  ground,  beautifully  located,  with  suitable  buildings  for 
the  housing,  comfort,  and  pleasure  of  the  old  veterans. 

There  were  present  at  the  Home  on  the  4th  of  May 8,240 

Absent  on  furlough 1, 184 

Total 4,433 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Home  there  have  been  upon  the  rolls  the 

names  of  12,605.     This  is  the  only  Home  of  the  kind  in  the  Department. 
The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  has  organized  in  Virginia  19  Corps  and  4 

Corps  in  North  Carolina,  with  a  membership  of  762  ;  and  have  expended  for 

the  relief  of  needy  veterans  and  their  families  during  the  year,  $587.36. 

The  G.  A.  R.  Posts  in  the  Department  give  encouragement  to  this  grand 

auxiliary  to  our  work  and  also  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

The  stars  and  stripes  float  over  a  large  portion  of  the  school  houses  in 

the  states  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina.     There  are  59  G.  A.  R.  Posts  in 

the  Department,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  406. 


WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA. 

GEORGE  W.  TIBBETTS,  A.  I.  G. 

Our  Soldiers'  Home  at  Orting  is  a  Home  indeed.  It  was  opened  June 
25,  1891.  One  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres  of  fertile  land  were  donated  to 
the  State  ;  50  acres  fully  cleared  ;  10  acres  are  occupied  for  buildings,  lawns, 
etc. ;  40  acres  in  meadow  and  garden.  Since  it  was  opened  there  have  been 
405  old  soldiers  admitted.  The  largest  number  present  at  one  time  was  140; 
average  for  the  last  two  years  was  112,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  104. 
The  average  age  of  those  admitted  the  last  year  is  62}  years. 

The  hard  times  have  hit  the  old  boys  in  this  State,  and  we  have  had  a 
struggle  to  exist.  Many  of  the  Posts  in  the  country  have  had  a  hard  time  to 
get  enough  together  for  a  quorum.  The  boys  are  getting  old  and  the  small 
Posts  must  surrender  their  Charter  and  cling  to  the  big  PMts  in  the  large 
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towns.  I  think  the  Picket  Post  system  or  something  of  that  kind  will  help 
the  outside  country  boys  out. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans  will  be  on  the 
increase  from  this  on  in  this  state— -I  look  for  one  of  the  boom  years  for 
both  of  those  organizations.  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  has  done  more  to 
build  up  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Sons  than  anything  else  in  this  Department.  They 
have  been  extremely  fortunate  in  the  selection  of  their  officers. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  to  Department  Headquarters  at  Tacoma, 
and  found  everything  in  first  class  condition. 

I  would  suggest  a  change  in  the  time  for  inspection.  I  think  we  would 
get  far  better  results  if  inspections  are  held  in  the  early  Mi,  before  the  bad 
weather  sets  in. 


WISCONSIN. 


JOHN  W.  GAINES,  A.  I.  G. 


I  made  an  inspection  of  headquarters  Department  of  Wisconsin  on 
April  28,  1897,  and  have  to  report  that  I  found  the  headquarters  pleasantly 
located  in  Colby  &  Abbott  building  at  Milwaukee,  in  charge  of  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  George  B.  Merrick,  who  also  has  charge  of  the  books  of 
Assistant  Quartermaster- General.  His  correspondence  is  well  and  neatly 
kept.  The  General  Orders  from  National  Headquarters,  as  well  as  the  Gen- 
eral Orders  of  this  Department,  are  there  on  file  and  available  for  immediate 
reference. 

I  visited  the  Northwestern  Branch  of  the  National  Home  for  Disabled 
Volunteer  Soldiers,  located  near  Milwaukee.  It  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
best  conducted,  consequently  most  popular  of  all  National  Homes. 

The  Order  of  Sons  of  Veterans  is  making  considerable  progress.  There 
is  a  growing  feeling  on  the  part  of  many  comrades  in  favor  of  bringing 
about  more  intimate  relations  between  the  two  Orders,  and  I  pray  they  may. 
Division  Commander  W.  J.  Patton  furnished  me  with  much  valuable  infor- 
mation as  to  their  work  for  the  past  year,  and  while  there  has  not  been  any 
extensive  growth,  they  are  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  and  I  predict  great 
advancement  in  the  coming  year. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  all  that  the  word  Auxiliary  in  meaning 
implies. 

On  May  13,  14,  and  15,  I  visited  and  inspected  **The  Wisconsin  Vet- 
erans' Home."  There  has  been  much  adverse  criticism  regarding  the  man- 
agement of  this  Home,  and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  go  over  the  situation  very 
carefully.  After  spending  the  greater  part  of  three  days  here,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  no  Home  in  America  is  better  than  this  one.  At  the  date  of  my 
inspection  the  membership  of  the  "  Wisconsin  Veterans'  Home,"  was  260 
males  and  131  females,  making  a  total  of  891  inmates.  The  Post  composed 
of  veterans  of  the  Home  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
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When  I  commenced  this  report  I  intended  to  say  something  of  the  good 
deeds  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  Any  attempt  of  that  kind  is  out  of  the 
question,  as  words  cannot  tell  of  their  noble  work  in  this  Department. 
Everywhere  I  went  thalf  the  G.  A.  R.  was  represented  I  saw  in  bold  relief 
the  helping  hand  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps ;  more  especially  is  it  notice- 
able at  this  Home,  and  without  their  helping  hand  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  would  not  exist. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  JUDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL 


Office  of  the  Judge-Advocate-Gexeral, 

Wellesley  Hills,  Mass.,  August  15,  1897. 

Charles  E.  Burmester, 

Adjutant- General  G.  A,  /?.,  Omaha,  Nebraska: 

Comrade : 

Herewith  I  submit  the  annual  report  required  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate-General  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

The  duties  of  the  office,  which  have  been  somewhat  ardu- 
ous, hav^e  been  rendered  pleasant  l)v  the  uniform  courtesy  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Adjutant-General,  to  whom  I  re- 
turn thanks. 

Studies  of  cases  and  pointvS  of  administration  which  have 
arisen  lead  me  to  I'ecommend  the  following  amendments  to  the 
Rules  and  Regulations : 

1.  Add  to  the  second  paragraph  of  article  4,  chapter  1,  so 
that  it  will  read  as  follows: 

No  persoji  shall  he  eligible  to  membership  who  has  at  any  time  borne 
arms  against  the  United  StateSj  except  sitch  a^  belonged  to  the  Southern  tnilitia 
at  the'mitbreak  of  the  war  but  never  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confed- 
ercUe  States  and  afterwards  rendered  faithf id  service  as  Union  soldiers;  and 
except  also  those  who^  living  in  the  Sou4h,  entered  the  Confederate  service  under 
duress  but  escaped  therefrom  a^  soon  as  possible  ami  enlisted  in  the  Union 
anny^  and  received  therefrom  an  honorable  discharge. 

I  am  not  particular  about  the  phras(*ology,  and  no  doubt 
this  can  be  improved,  but  I  think  tlie  tiuie  has  come  when  sucli 
an  amendment  can  be  adoptcnl  with  entire  safety  and  when  it 
will  be  an  honor  to  our  patriotic  Association  to  reward  b}-  ad- 
mission to  it  those  men  who  espoused  the  Union  cause  under 
greater  difficulties  than  those  whicli  environed  us  and  whost^  fealty 
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was  never  questioned  from  the  moment  that  they  donned  th« 
bhie. 

2.  Strike  out  the  last  twenty-eight  words  of  section  6,  article 
6,  chapter  5,  beginning  with  the  word  untilj  and  substitute  other 
words  so  that  the  section  shall  read  as  follows : 

Section  6.  No  sentence  of  a  court-martial  shaU  be  carried  into  execution 
until  after  the  whole  proceedings  shall  have  been  laid  before  the  officer  ordering 
the  saTnCy  or  his  successor  in  office,  for  his  coi\finnation  or  disapproval  and 
orders  in  the  case;  and  no  sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge  from  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  except  by  court-martial  convened  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief shall  be  carried  into  execution,  until  appeal  shaU  be  waived 
expressly  or  by  limitation  of  time,  or  all  appeals  sJuUl  beJinaUy  determined. 

The  reason  for  this  proposed  change  will  probably  be  ap- 
parent The  section  was  drawn  when  there  was  no  appeal  from 
.  the  decision  of  a  Department  Commander.  Now  that  there  is 
such  an  appeal,  the  publication  of  an  order  of  dishonorable  dis- 
charge ought  to  be  deferred  until  it  is  known  that  such  is  the 
ultimate  result, 

3.  Add  the  following  section  to  article  6,  chapter  5 : 

Section  10.  No  fees  shall  be  allowed  for  attendance  upon  courts-martial 
to  members  of  the  court,  to  the  Judge- Advocate,  or  to  witnesses ;  but  a^rtual 
cost^  of  travel,  entertainment,  stenography,  copying,  stationery,  postage,  and 
express  shall  be  paid  by  the  Post,  the  Department,  or  the  National  Encamp- 
ment, of  the  courts  of  their  respective  jurisdictions,  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
Judge- Advocate  of  the  court  and  the  audit  and  allowance  of  the  Commcmder. 

Probably  this  idea  can  be  better  expressed,  but  as  there  is  now 
no  provision  whatever  for  paying  the  costs  of  courts-martial, 
and  as  the  question  how  it  shall  be  done  has  arisen  this  year  and 
has  probably  troubled  officials  before,  it  seems  to  me  desirable  to 
regulate  what  is  now  done  without  regulation. 

4.  Add  another  section  to  article  6,  chapter  5,  to  read  as 

follows : 

Section  11.  At  any  time  b^ore  final  decision  upon  appeal  the  Depart- 
ment  Commander  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  may  grant  a  new  trial  for  any 
cause  for  which  by  law  a  new  trial  may  be  granted  by  civil  courts  in  criminal 
cctses,  or  wJien  it  appears  to  him  that  justice  or  the  good  of  the  Order  wouid 
thus  be  better  promoted  than  by  a  disapproval  of  the  sentence. 
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At  present  there  is  no  provision  for  a  new  trial,  although 
my  distinguished  predecessor,  W.  W.  Douglass,  in  opinions  ren- 
dered in  1873  (113'^  and  113^*,  Blue  Book),  assumed  that  new 
trials  might  be  had,  before  either  the  same  court  or  another.  In 
most  or  all  of  the  states  there  are  statutes  authorizing  appellate 
courts  to  order  new  trials  when  legal  cause  exists.  We  cannot 
well  define  the  lej:al  causes  in  a  rule  or  regulation.  In  Bon-ow- 
scak  et  al.  v,  Bosworth  et  cU.,  98  Mass.,  36,  the  court  said : 

The  causes  for  which  a  new  trial  may  by  law  be  granted  are  not  defined, 
and  it  is  not  easy  to  give  an  exact  and  complete  definition.  It  was  said  by 
Chief  Justice  Shaw,  in  giving  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  Cutler  v.  Rice,  14 
Pickering,  494,  that  "  we  know  no  limit  to  the  power  of  the  court  so  to  inter- 
pose,'' (to  prevent  the  injurious  consequences  proceeding  from  accident  or 
misfortune,)  "  where  the  plain  and  manifest  dictates  of  justice  require  it ; 
taking  care  that  it  shall  never  be  so  exercised  as  to  encourage  or  shield  neg- 
ligence or  fraudulent  contrivance  in  the  conduct  of  trials."  *  *  *  The 
power  to  grant  new  trials,  in  order  to  promote  the  ends  of  justice,  and  to 
save  parties  from  the  consequences  of  accident  and  misfortune,  is  a  benefi- 
cial power,  not  to  be  too  strictly  limited. 

The  nwessity  for  a  rule  of  this  kind  may  Ixi  illustrated  by 
stating  a  supposition.  Suppose  that  when  a  case  is  pending  on 
appeal  new  evidence  is  discovered  which  would  seem  to  excul- 
pate* the  defendant.  The  n^viewing  officer  cannot  receive  it.  He 
is  confined  to  the  record,  so  far  as  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
are  c;)ncemed.  Ordinarily  he  could  not  inquire  into  its  credi- 
bility as  a  court  could,  nor  hear  what  might  be  adduced  to  con- 
trovert it.  So  he  ought  t»  have  the  power  to  send  the  case  back 
to  either  the  same  court  or  to  a  general  court  for  a  new  trial. 

5.  Add  a  section,  to  be  numbered  6,  to  article  4,  chapter  5, 

as  follows : 

Section  6.  Members  shall  not  be  dropped  by  talcing  one  vote  upon  a  list^ 
but  each  name  subject  to  be  dropped  shall  be  voted  upon  separately. 

This  requires  but  a  word  of  explanation.  I  have  learned 
that  it  is  a  practice  in  some  Posts,  and  possibly  it  is  general,  to 
drop  from  the  rolls  by  one  vote  several  members  who  have  been 
long  enough  suspended  as  delinquent.  This  is  voting  out  by  list 
or  squad  tliose  who  were  taken  in  by  units,  and  without  any  con- 
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sideration  of  individual  circumstances,  while  there  were  careful 
investigations  prior  to  admission.  Such  a  method  seems  to  me 
to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  interest  of  our  Order. 

And  finally  I  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  or  some  other  of  similar  purport : 

t  Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  several  Departments  are  advised  to 
endeavor  to  procure  the  enactment  of  laws  by  the  states  and  territories  within 
their  jurisdictions  to  prevent  the  use  of  Grand  Army  insignia  for  advertising 
or  other  business  purposes,  as  wdl  as  to  prevent  imposture  in  soliciting  charity. 

This  subject  is  more  fully  set  forth  in  No.  9  of  the  follow- 
ing cases.  I  refrain  from  formulating  a  statute,  because  styles 
vary  in  the  several  states,  but  the  two  objects  will  be  easily  un- 
derstood by  any  legislator  who  is  asked  to  introduce  a  bill,  and 
probably  they  will  commend  themselves  to  general  fevor. 

Two  of  the  cases  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  investigate 
have  required  extended  treatment — one  by  reason  of  its  novelty 
and  the  other  on  account  of  its  involving  many  questions.  With 
this  explanation  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report 
of  cases,  and  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully  yours  in  F.,  C,  and  L., 

ALBERT  CLARKE, 
Judge- Advocate- Oeneral, 

CASE  No.  1. 
Syllabus. 
The  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  are  presumed  to  be  regular  and  it^ 
judgment  just  unless  the  contrary  is  shown. 

Remeicing  officers  caniwt  inquire  as  to  the  veracity  of  witnesses. 
Apology  for  an  offense  will  not  excuse  if  offense  is  repeated.* 
Neglect  to  appear  in  court,  after  notice  and  without  good  reason,  cannot 
be  helped  by  appeal. 

Statement. 

Lucius  W.  Bissell,  of  John  Sedgwick  Post  No.  4,  Department  of  New 
Hampshire^  was  convicted  by  a  Post  court-martial  of  slandering  the  Depart- 
ment Commander,  of  speaking  disrespectfully  and  untruthfully  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  ih  the  presence  of  those  who  were  not  members  of  it, 
and  of  other  offenses.  He  was  duly  notified  of  the  trial,  but  did  not  attend. 
The  rest  of  the  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the 

*  Amended,  bo  as  to  read  as  follows:  "Apology  for  an  offense  is  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Court,  which  shall  pass  upon  its  sufficlent-y  as  a  defense  or  excuse."  Case  ap- 
proved.   (See  report  of  (Committee  on  Judge-Advocate-Creoera  's  Report,  page  806.) 

fRecommen-ied  for  adoption.  (See  report  of  Committee  on  Judge-Advocate-Gen- 
eral's  Report,  page  305.) 
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Opinion. 

The  proceedings  appear  to  have  been  regular,  and  no  ground  for  the 
appeal  is  alleged  except  that  the  court  was  prejudiced  and  the  charges  were 
false.  No  proof  of  this  allegation  is  submitted.  The  legal  presumption  is 
in  favor  of  the  court  and  of  its  judgment.  The  appellant  refers  to  several 
citizens  of  Keene  as  to  his  veracity  and  that  of  the  witnesses  against  him, 
but  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  inquire  of  them  would  be  to  try  a  case 
not  only  out  of  court  but  outside  the  Order,  which  is  alone  concerned. 

The  appellant  claims  that  he  apologized  to  Department  Commander 
Aldrich  for  having  slandered  him  and  that  the  Post  ignored  the  apology. 
This,  however,  if  true,  does  not  seem  to  me  sufficient  ground  for  reversing 
the  finding  and  sentence,  for  these  reasons  :  ( 1 )  Because  this  is  only  one  of 
four  specifications,  upon  all  of  which  he  was  convicted  ;  ( 2 )  because,  for  aught 
that  appears  in  the  record,  the  court  may  have  known  of  the  apology  and  con- 
sidered it  insufficient  as  a  defense  against  the  charge  of  **  conduct  prejudicial 
to  good  order  and  discipline;"  and  (3)  because  in  his  letter  of  August  6, 
1896,  to  the  Adjutant- General,  the  appellant  repeats  the  accusation,  which 
nullifies  the  apology  and  which  confirms  the  charge  against  him. 

The  appeal  states  that  the  accused  was  along  distance  from  Keene  when 
the  court  was  convened  ;  but  as  the  number  of  miles  are  not  given,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  has  no  basis  for  judging  whether  or  not  the  accused 
was  treated  unfairly  in  this  respect  The  appellant  admits,  however,  that  he 
had  notice ;  that  he  sent  no  request  for  adjournment  of  the  court  until  he 
could  conveniently  attend,  and  he  says  that  instead  of  meeting  his  trial  he 
notified  the  Post  Commander  that  his  correspondence  should  be  submitted 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief— which  was  certainly  irregular.  He  also  says 
that  his  presence  in  court  would  have  made  no  difference  in  the  result.  This 
is  pure  assumption.  It  showa  that  he  waived  his  opportunity  for  defense, 
preferring  to  choose  his  own  tribunal — a  method  unknown  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
or  to  the  regulations  of  the  United  States  Army. 

In  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole  record  and  correspondence  I 
find  no  ground  for  reversing  or  mitigating  the  finding  and  sentence  and  I 
advise  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed  and  the  sentence  confirmed. 


CASE  No.  2.* 

Syllabus. 

A  drafted  man  who  teas  ordered  to  special  service  by  the  Sea-etary  of 

War  and  paid  as  a  cla%  and  who  was  never  muetered  in  but  was^  after  the 

war,  discharged  as  a  private  by  the  Secretary  of  ffar,  is  eligible  under  article 

4,  chapter  J,  Rides  and  Regulations. 

A  man  becomes  a  soldier  by  enlistment  or  draft.  Mustei^  is  an  act  of 
government,  accepting  and  obligating  him.  It  operates  as  a  military  oi'der, 
but  without  it  he  must  obey  any  other  lawful  order. 

*  Disapproved,  and  applicant  denied  admission  to  the  Order.    (See  report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Judge- Advocate-GoneraTs  Repwt,  page  306. ) 
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0 lie's  standing  as  a  soldier  does  not  depend  upon  the  nature  of  service 
.  performed  under  military  orders. 

The  decision  of  the  War  Department^  thai  ^^ drafted  men  exempt  from 
personal  service  while  employed  and  paid  in  a  civil  capacity  by  the  United 
States  were  not  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,^ ^  held  to  refer  to 
their  fiscal  relations  and  not  to  their  liability  to  do  military  duty  by  a  change 
of  orders^  and  therefore  not  applicable  to  the  G.  A.  R. 

Statement. 

A.  E.  H.  Johnson,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  was  accepted  upon  hia  appli- 
cation for  membership  in  U.  S.  Grant  Post  No.  12,  Department  of  the  Po- 
tomac, but  before  muster  the  question  of  his  eligibility  came  up  through  mili- 
tary channels  to  National  Headquarters  for  determination.  The  further  facts 
appear  in  the  following 

Opinion. 

The  question  is,  can  a  man  who  was  drafted  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1864,  who  was  excused  on  the  13th  of  October  by  the  Secretary  of  War  from 
reporting  to  the  Provost  Marshal,  in  order  that  he  might  continue  in  the 
confidential  service  of  the  Secretary  in  the  War  Department,  and  who  was 
discharged  June  2,  1865,  by  a  special  order  from  the  Secretary,  be  regarded 
as  a  soldier  within  the  meaning  of  article  4,  chapter  1,  of  the  Grand  Army 
Regulations  and  so  be  admissible  into  the  Order? 

It  is  not  claimed  that  he  was  mustered  in,  that  he  ever  drew  pay  as  a 
private,  that  he  wore  a  soldier's  uniform,  or  that  he  bore  arms  ;  though  aft^r 
the  war  he  was  commissioned  a  Major,  "  for  faithful  and  meritorious  service 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  while  he  was  doing  duty  as  a  drafted  man,"  and 
in  this  capacity  he  served  nearly  two  years,  when,  August  24,  1867,  he  was 
honorably  discharged.  Of  course  the  question  of  his  admissibility  is  not  af- 
fected by  this  latter  service,  because  it  occurred  after  the  time  limited  in 
article  4. 

If  he  had  been  mustered  in  after  he  was  drafted  and  then  immediately 
had  been  detailed  for  the  service  that  he  rendered,  and  had  been  discharged 
either  in  the  regular  form  or  by  a  special  order,  I  suppose  there  would  have 
been  no  question  of  his  eligibility.  Objection  seems  to  have  been  based 
chiefly  upon  Opinion  132,  by  Judge-Advocate-General  J.  R.  Garnahau,  dated 
July  31,  1882,  in  which  it  was  held  that  a  musician  who  was  not  mustered,  by 
reason  of  his  having  been  only  thirteen  years  of  age,  although  he  served  in 
battle  with  his  regiment,  was  not  entitled  to  become  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  because  he  was  not  an  actual  member  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  In  that  opinion  occurs  this  language:  *^ Muster-in  is  imperative  in 
order  to  be  a  soldier.  A  citizen  is  not  subject  to  the  order  of  any  United 
States  Army  officer." 

Is  not  this  language  too  sweeping?  Not  doubting  the  correctness  of 
the  conclusion  in  the  case  in  which  it  was  employed,  a  study  of  other  cases 
compels  recognition  of  the  fact  that  a  man  may  be  a  soldier  without  a  muster. 
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Those  who  served  in  slate  organizations  and  came  under  the  orders  of  general 
officers  of  the  army  are  recognized  by  article  4  as  entitled  to  join  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  although  they  were  never  mustered  into  the  service. 

And  Decision  6,  by  Commander-in-Chief  Louis  Wagner,  based  upon 
the  opinion  (126)  of  Judge- Advocate-General  Geo.  B.  Squires,  dated  Novem- 
ber 22,  1881,  holds  that  a  soldier  of  a  state  regiment,  thus  in  service  though 
not  mustered  in  and  having  no  discharge,  can  be  identified  upon  a  certificate 
firom  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  state  and  so  become  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R. 

What  constitutes  a  soldier  ?  Is  it  enlistment  or  draft,  or  is  it  muster-in  ? 
The  process  of  muster-in  consists  of  taking  an  oath.  Sometimes  this  does 
not  occur  for  weeks  after  a  man  has  enlisted  or  been  drafted  and  has  obeyed 
orders,  borne  arms,  and  performed  all  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  with  the  pos- 
iible  exception  of  fighting,  though  I  believe  there  were  instances  of  recruits 
going  into  battle  before  having  been  mustered. 

Enlistment  is  a  voluntary  act,  by  which  a  man  subjects  himself  to  service 
and  orders.  Draft  is  an  act  of  government,  subjecting  a  citizen  to  involun- 
taiy  service  under  orders.  If  either  the  volunteer  or  the  drafted  man  diso- 
beys orders  or  deserts  the  service,  he  is  as  much  subject  to  arrest,  trial,  and 
punishment  as  though  he  had  been  mustered.  Taking  an  oath  may  impress 
his  mind,  but  his  body  has  been  impressed  already.  To  hold  otherwise  would 
be  to  impair  or  destroy  the  power  of  the  government  to  raise  an  army. 

Objection  to  this  applicant  seems  to  have  been  based  also  upon  the 
non-military  character  of  his  service  and  the  fact  that  he  drew  the  pay  of  a 
clerk  and  not  of  a  soldier.  But  when  a  man  once  comes  under  military 
command,  the  nature  of  the  service  to  which  he  is  assigned  cannot,  in  any 
way,  effect  his  status  as  a  soldier.  Many  an  enlisted  and  mustered  soldier 
never  saw  the  enemy  or  went  to  the  front  or  bore  arms.  Milton's  line, 
'*  They  also  serve  who  stand  and  wait," 

is  axiomatic  in  military  circles.  In  Opinion  71,  by  Judge- Advocate- General 
W.  W.  Douglass,  dated  December  20,  1876,  it  was  held  that  **  Those  parts  of 
the  army  that  were  garrisoned  in  forts  in  the  Northern  States,  out  of  reach  of 
the  enemy's  guns,  formed  an  assential  part  of  our  forces,  and  as  truly  served 
as  if  they  had  been  in  front  of  the  conflict." 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  decided  in  two  cases 
{United  States  v.  Morton,  112  U.  S.  R.,  p.  1,  and  United  States  v.  Watsouy 
180  U.  S.  R.,  p.  80)  that  **  cadets  at  West  Point  hrfve  always  been  a  part  of 
the  army,  and  that  service  as  a  cadet  was  actual  service  in  the  army." 

In  pursuance  of  this.  Derision  14,  by  Commander-in-Chief  Russell  A. 
Alger,  based  upon  the  opinion  of  Judge- Advocate- General  D.  R.  Austin  in 
1890,  held  that  those  who  were  cadets  at  West  Point  between  April  12,  1801, 
and  April  9,  1866,  and  were  honorably  discharged,  are  **  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic." 

Although  their  service  was  of  a  military  character,  it  had  no  more  to 
io-  with  putting  down  the  Rebellion,  which  was  the  work  of  the  Union  army 
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in  the  civil  war,  than  did  the  studies  of  young  men  at  Harvard  and  Yale  and 
their  practice  on  the  river  or  on  the  ball  ground.  And  yet  the  decision  that 
they  are  admissible  to  the  Grand  Army  is  clearly  right. 

Now,  if  the  service  of  soldiers  wholly  in  garrisons  far  from  the  seat  of 
war  was  *' important,"  and  if  students  in  the  U.  S.  military  academy  were 
' '  soldiers  of  the  array ' '  and  can  become  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army,  who 
can  question  the  value  and  the  military  character  of  the  service  which  had 
the  care  of  all  the  correspondence  and  telegrams  between  the  President  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  between  the  latter  and  the  generals  in  the  field? 
Few  soldiers  were  charged  with  greater  responsibility.  Few  rendered  better 
service  than  did  this  applicant  in  thus  guarding  the  most  important  military 
secrets  and  giving  aid  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  his  executive  agent  at 
the  very  source  of  all  military  authority  and  operations. 

That  the  high  official  who  best  knew  the  value  of  this  service  chose  to 
allow  for  it  a  little  higher  compensation  than  the  government  would  have 
been  obliged  to  pay  if  the  man  had  been  detailed,  instead  of  excused  from 
reporting  to  the  Provost  Marshal  under  the  draft,  cannot  make  any  diflference 
with  his  military  status.  He  was  all  the  while  subject  to  the  possibility  of  a 
revocation  of  the  order.  In  that  event  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  report 
to  the  provost  marshal  "  or  be  deemed  a  deserter  and  be  subject  to  the  pen- 
alty prescribed  therefor  by  the  Rules  and  Articles  of  War."  If  he  had  not 
been  a  soldier  he  could  not  have  been  treated  as  a  deserter  in  case  he  had 
neglected,  except  under  orders  from  a  superior  officer,  to  report  to  the  Pro- 
vost Marshal.  If  he  had  not  been  a  soldier  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  could  not  have  excused  him  or  assigned  him  to  another  duty.  That  he 
was  considered  a  soldier  by  E.  D.  Townsend,  the  Assistant  Adjutant-Greneral, 
than  whom  there  was  no  man  of  more  technical  military  learning,  is  proved 
by  the  special  order.  No.  272,  dated  June  2, 1866,  in  which  he  was  spoken  of 
as  **  Private  A.  E.  H.  Johnson,  unassigned  drafted  man."  Nobody  but  a  sol- 
dier is  called  "Private."  The  discharge  was  upon  the  ** condition  that  he 
shall  receive  no  pay  or  allowances."  This  was  because  he  had  been  paid  al- 
ready, but  the  fact  was  recognized  that  without  this  prohibition  he  would 
have  been  entitled,  like  any  other  discharged  soldier,  to  have  his  pay  and  al- 
lowances computed  and  paid  on  presentation  of  his  discharge  to  the  proper 
paymaster. 

If  it  were  worth  while  to  pursue  the  inquiry  further  in  relation  to  the 
character  of  his  service,  his  admissibility  would  be  strengthened  by  the  anal- 
ogy of  those  cases  in  which  ex- Confederates,  who  afterwards  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  served  faithfully  and  were  honorably  discharged,  have  been  de- 
nied admission  to  the  Grand  Army  on  the  ground  of  having  at  one  time 
** borne  arms  against  the  United  States,"  even  though  some  of  them  never 
actually  bore  arms  but  served  as  clerks  to  rebel  quartermasters.  Opinion  7, 
by  Judge- Advocate- General  D.  R.  Austin,  in  1890,  held  that  **  service  of  any 
kind,  either  as  a  soldier  in  the  Confederate  army  or  as  an  employe  in  any  of 
the  departments  of  the  Confederate  government,  was,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Rules  and  Regulations,  bearing  arms  against  the  United  States."    If  un- 
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willing  service  in  the  quartermaster's  department  of  the  Confederacy,  though 
followed  by  voluntary  and  faithful  service  in  the  Union  army,  with  the  inci- 
dents of  enlistment,  muster-in,  and  discharge,  made  the  man  so  much  of  a 
rebel  soldier  that  he  cannot  be  admitted  to  the  Grand  Army,  how  could  it  be 
logical  or  consistent  to  hold  that  service  in  the  War  Department  of  the  United 
States,  by  a  private  who  had  been  drafted  and  then  specially  assigned  to  such 
service,  is  not  eligible  on  the  groiind  that  he  had  not  *' borne  arms''?  If 
clerical  service  under  the  Confederacy  was  **  bearing  arms,'*  then  clerical 
service  for  the  Union  by  a  drafted  man  under  an  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  '*  bearing  arms."  If  the  former  applicant  was  sufhcientl}'^  a  rebel 
soldier  to  be  rejected  by  the  G.  A.  R.,  then  surely  the  latter  must  be  admitted 
for  the  same  reason. 

The  only  serious  doubt  of  the  applicant's  eligibility  has  arisen  from  a 
report  of  his  case  made  on  the  lOth  of  April,  189G,  by  Col.  F.  E.  Ainsworth, 
Chief  of  the  Record  and  Pension  Office  of  the  War  Department,  in  reply  to 
a  question  by  the  Commander  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  G.  A.  R. 
Col.  Ainsworth  says,  that  upon  a  careful  consideration  of  his  case  by  "this 
department,"  presumably  meaning  the  War  Department,  "he  has  not  been 
recognized  as  having  been  in  the  military  service  as  a  drafted  man.  It  is 
proper  to  add  that  the  question  of  the  status  of  drafted  men  exempt  from 
personal  service  while  employed  and  paid  in  a  civil  capacity  by  the  United 
States  has  been  carefully  coi»sidered  by  the  Department,  and  it  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  Secretary  of  War,  concurring  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge- Advo- 
cate-General of  the  Army,  that  such  persons  were  not  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States." 

If  the  ease  or  cases  upon  which  such  opinion  and  policy  have  been 
formed  were  given,  with  all  their  essential  facts,  we  might  be  able  to  feel 
their  force  as  precedents,  but  I  suspect  there  would  be  little  or  no  parallelism 
between  them  and  this  case.  Judging  from  the  source  of  this  report,  I  think 
it  probable  that  most  or  all  of  them  arose  from  applications  for  pensions; 
and  for  fiscal  purposes  it  may  have  been  pn)per  to  hold  that  as  the  men  were 
not  paid  as  soldiers,  they  could  not  be  pensioned  as  such.  To  all  other  in- 
tents and  purposes  they  may  have  been  soldiers. 

Suppose  that  when  General  Early's  army  threatened  Washington,  those 
drafted  men  in  the  government  departments  had  been  ordered  to  the  line  of 
battle  in  front  of  Forts  Stevens  and  Slocum  and  had  been  wounded;  can 
there  be  any  doubt  of  the  right  of  the  President  to  have  given  them  such  an 
order?  Could  he  have  given  it  if  they  had  not  been  soldiers?  If  they  had 
incurred  serious  disability  by  such  service,  would  they  not  have  been  en- 
titled to  have  it  adjudicated,  rated,  and  peuHioned?  If  they  had  died  in 
such  service  or  in  consequence  of  it,  would  not  their  heii-s  have  been  granted 
their  back  pay  ? 

It  is  clear  that  all  this  might  have  happened  to  this  applicant.     The 

strong  arm  of  the  government  had  been  laid  upon  him  for  service.     It  had 

temiM)rarily  turned  him  aside  from  one    duty  to   another.     It   might  have 

turned  him  back  at  any  moment.     The  government  had  a  right  to  stipulate 

12 
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with  him,  or  to  order  without  stipulation,  that  in  consideration  of  his  safer  or 
easier  service  and  higher  pay  he  should  receive  no  other  pay  and  the  govern- 
ment should  be  exempt  from  liability  to  pension  him  if  he  incurred  disability 
while  rendering  such  clerical  service;  but  I  submit  that  the  government  had 
not  and  has  not  now  the  right  to  say  that  having  di:afled  him  and  given  him 
military  orders  and  a  military  title  and  a  military  discharge,  he  had  and  has 
no  status  as  a  soldier. 

While,  of  course,  I  would  entertain  the  highest  respect  for  an  opinion  of 
the  Judge- Advocate-General  of  the  Army  and  for  the  judgment  and  practice 
of  the  War  Department,  and  for  an  opinion  of  Colonel  Ainsworth,  if  given 
upon  the  precise  question  now  before  us,  ]there  is  so  large  a  possibility  that 
decisions  in  the  cases  referred  to,  but  not  specified,  turned  upon  other  con- 
siderations than  those  which  affect  and  should  determine  eligibility  to  the 
Grand  Army,  that  I  cannot  consider  that  the  logic  of  the  case  and  the  plain 
recognition  of  this  man  as  a  soldier  by  the  highest  legal  and  militaiy  authori- 
ties that  the  War  Department  has  ever  had,  are  overcome  or  in  the  least 
shaken  by  a  report  that  contains  an  error  of  fact  as  to  the  law  under  which 
this  man  was  dmfted  (calling  it  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  whereas  it  was  the  acts 
of  March  8,  1863,  and  February  24,  1864),  and  that  does  not  cite  a  single 
case  or  make  a  statement  of  facts  showing  similarity  between  that  case  and 
this. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  it  seems  pertinent  for  us  to  enter- 
tain, and  which  would  not,  of  course,  find  any  footing  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment. Admission  to  the  G.  A.  R.  involves  no  question  of  pay  or  pension  or 
kind  of  service  and  constitutes  no  precedent  that  is  liable  to  do  harm  or  cause 
embarrassment.  Recognition  of  honorable  military  service,  within  the  limi- 
tations of  article  4,  chapter  1,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  admitting  to 
fraternal  relations  worthy  men  who  have  a  feeling  of  comradeship  growing 
out  of  close  relations  and  sympathies  in  a  prolonged  struggle,  and  strength- 
ening our  resources  for  charity — these  together  constitute  the  spirit  and  mo- 
tive of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The  fact  that  this  applicant  is  an 
honorable  and  prominent  citizen,  the  fact  that  he  desires  a  membership 
which,  at  the  age  of  69,  can  have  no  other  motive  than  the  honor  and  fra- 
ternity which  it  involves,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  been  unanimously  elected 
by  the  Post  to  which  he  api)lied,  seem  to  answer  and  fulfill  every  requirement 
for  admission  if  I  am  right  in  thinking  that  he  was  actually  a  soldier  of  the 
Union  at  some  time  during  the  civil  war.  The  Judge-Advocate  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Potomac  has  written  three  strong  opinions  in  favor  of  his 
admission,  and  other  able  lawyers  in  the  Department  have  submitted  argu- 
ments upon  the  same  side,  which  are  valuable  for  reference  as  a  part  of  the 
record  in  this  very  interesting  case. 

To  exclude  him  would  serve  no  good  end  that  I  can  discover,  and  on 
the  contrary  would  magnify  needless  technicality  and  reflect  upon  the  great 
Secretary  and  the  expert  Adjutant- General  who  recognized  and  honorably 
discharged  him  as  a  soldier.  His  close  relations  with  them,  and  his  valuable 
services  since  rendered  in  compiling  their  dispatches,  combine  to  make  him 
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a  most  welcome  aeeesaion  to  our  great  association  of  veterans,  and  at  this 
late  day  should  give  him  the  beuefit  of  any  doubt,  if  .so  much  ad  the  shadow 
of  a  doubt  remains  in  any  mind — none  does  in  mine — that  he  is  as  much  a 
Koldier  of  record  and  of  service  as  though  he  had  l)een  through  every  process 
of  enlistment,  muster,  pay,  and  discharge,  known  to  the  Army,  and  as  though 
he  had  marched  and  fought  under  orders  through  every  campaign  and  battle 
of  the  war. 


CASE  No.  8.» 
Syllabus. 

A  comrade  summoned  for  tried  bif  murt-mariial  must  he  duly  notified  of 
the  exact  charges  and  specificatiom.  Conriction  upon  any  otherj  unless  no- 
tice is  expressly  waived,  will  tutl  hohl. 

Deffrfa  ill  the  rcrord  of  a  cnurl-maHial  cannot  he  cared  hy  a  certificate 
of  ike  metnhers  of  the  ronrt  after  the  court  iuis  heen  dissolved. 

Waiver  of  ohJeHion  to  material  deferta  is  not  to  he  inferred.  It  is  not 
the  defendant^ s  duty  to  point  them  out.     11"  h'U  a  ri'/ht  to  them  on  appeal. 

A  judgment  of  not  guilty  rttnnot  he  reversed  hy  a  reviewing  officer. 

Conviction  of  guiU  thaf  is  even  unfl'tsputed  will  not  hold  if  the  proceed- 
ings are  fatally  defective. 

Statement. 

Comrade  C.  H.  Holmes,  of  Post  0,  Department  of  Washington  and 
Alaska,  was  coiivictcMl  bctore  a  Post  court-martial,  of  levying  contributions 
upon  two  comrades  wlio  were  emploved  by  him  vls  janitors  of  public  build- 
ings, of  which,  l)y  virtue  of  an  otlir-c  that  he  held,  he  was  custodian,  and  he 
was  .sentenced  to  suspension  for  a  term.  There  were  two  charges.  He  wa«i 
c<mvicted  on  the  first  and  aiTpiitted  on  the  second.  On  ap|>eal  the  Depart- 
ment Commander  apiiroved  the  conviction  and  disapproved  the  acquittal. 
All  the  other  facts  essential  to  an  understanding  of  the  case  a[)pear  in  the 
following 

Opinion. 

The  appeal  is  based  chieily  u[)on  two  grounds:  (1)  Irregularity  in  the 
proceediug.4,  an<l  (2)  inaptness  of  the  chari^o  and  insulHciency  of  the  evi- 
dence.    Let  the  (irs.t  gr.J'.nnl  In.*  iirst  cxujnlnctl. 

It  appeal's  that  xm  the  ^jth  ot  July,  18;>u,  a  charge  and  specification  in 
writing  were  tiled  ag.iinst  the  dclendant  hy  one  of  his  coniradesj  and  that  the 
Post  Couiniandcr  onhnjd  a  court-martial  to  try  him,  appointed  the  members 
of  the  court,  and  ho  was  given  due  notice  thcMcof  and  a  v  >[>'/  of  the  charge 
and  specification.  But  when  the  court  met  and  the  accused  was  present,  the 
Judge-Advocate  did  not  read  the  char^(*  and  s-iecilication  that  had  been 
filed,  but  instead  thereof  read  two  charixes,  the  first  of  which  was  wholly 
new.  Upon  this  charge  he  was  convicie.l  Cpon  the  second,  which  was  the 
•Approved.    (See  report  of  Committee  on  Judge- Advocate-Qenerars  Report,  page 
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same  with  which  he  had  been  served,  but  with  different  specifications,  he  was 
acquitted.  The  trial  upon  charges  and  specifications  which  were  not  signed 
or  duly  served  constitutes  the  first  irregularity. 

^  The  second  allegation  or  irregularity  is  that  the  record  as  made  up  and 
ucted  upon  by  the  Post  did  not  show  that  the  defendant  pleaded  to  either 
charge  ;  it  showed  that  he  pleaded  to  the  specifications  only.  But  after  the 
Post  had  acted  upon  it  and  an  appeal  had  been  taken,  it  appears  that  the  omis- 
sion was  discovered  and  the  Judge- Advocate  then  interlined  the  record  so  as 
to  show  that  the  defendant  did  plead  to  the  charges.  The  members  of  the 
court,  after  appeal  was  taken,  and  so,  of  course,  after  the  court  had  been  dis- 
solved, sent  to  the  Department  Commander  a  certificate  that  the  charges  and 
specifications  were  read  to  the  defendant  at  the  trial  and  that  he  did  in  fact 
plead  to  both.  It  is  not  claimed,  however,  that  this  certificate  is  any  part  of 
the  record  or  that  the  Post  ever  acted  upon  it. 

It  seems  to  me  that  these  irregularities  are  fatal.  The  first  requisite  to 
a  valid  trial  by  court-martial  is  the  filing  of  charges  and  specifications  duly 
signed  ,•  the  second  is  action  by  the  Commander ;  the  third  is  due  notice  to 
the  accused,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  what  he  must  answer  to ;  the  fourth 
is  his  plea,  and  that  must  be  to  the  charge  as  well  as  to  the  specification ;  the 
fifth  is  a  fair  and  regular  trial ;  the  sixth  is  approval  or  disapproval  of  the 
finding,  as  shown  by  the  record,  by  the  Post  Commander  and  by  a  majority 
of  the  Post  present  at  a  duly  notified  meeting.  And  in  case  of  appeal  the 
Post  has  no  power,  nor  has  any  member  of  it,  but  to  send  up  the  record  of 
the  trial  and  of  the  Post's  action  upon  it.  Clearly,  then,  the  certificate  fur- 
nished by  members  of  the  court,  subsequent  to  the  Post's  action,  which 
was  designed  to  cure  the  defect  in  the  record  as  to  pleading  to  the  charges, 
is  no  part  of  the  record  and  cannot  be  accepted  as  such.  It  is  equally  clear 
that  the  comrade  who  had  officiated  as  Judge- Advocate  had  no  authority  to 
alter  the  record,  even  to  supply  an  omission  of  fact,  for  it  had  been  com- 
pleted and  acted  upon  and  he  was  out  of  office. 

To  be  sure,  when  we  come  to  the  findings  of  the  court,  the  record  shows 
that  the  defendant  was  found  guilty  of  the  first  charge,  as  well  as  of  the 
specification  under  it,  and  not  guilty  of  the  second  charge.  But  how  could 
a  court  properly  find  an  accused  man  guilty  of  a  charge  to  which,  so  far  as 
the  record  showed,  he  had  not  pleaded;  and  could  he  have  been  properly 
tried  upon  a  charge  that  had  not  been  filed  and  signed  and  of  which  he  had 
received  no  notice  ? 

The  charge  which  had  been  duly  signed  and  filed  and  of  which  he  had 
notice  was  ^*  The  commission  of  a  scandalous  offense  against  the  laws  of  the 
land,"  but  the  charge  upon  which  he  was  tried  and  found  guilty  and  sen- 
tenced, and  which  had  never  been  signed  or  brought  before  to  his  notice,  was 
*'The  violation  of  his  solemn  pledge,  given  by  him  at  the  time  of  his  muster 
into  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic."  On  their  face,  and  without  speci- 
fications, these  charges  are  wholly  different;  hence  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
defendant  had  such  notice  as  the  code  for  courts- martial  and  as  common 
fairness  require  that  every  accused  comrade  shall  have. 
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The  next  question  is,  was  this  defect  of  the  nature  of  those  which  are 
cured  by  waiver  or  by  verdict?  Under  the  common  law  it  is  only  immate- 
rial variances  and  the  defects  of  a  technical  character  that  are  thus  cured. 
The  variances  between  the  above  recited  charges  cannot  be  called  immaterial 
or  technical,  and  as  a  trial  by  court-martial  is  more  in  the  nature  of  a  crimi- 
nal than  of  a  civil  proceeding,  the  strictest  rules  of  pleading,  not  as  to  tech- 
nicalities but  as  to  essentials,  must  be  insbted  upon. 

The  defendant  had  a  right  to  be  informed  ten  days  in  advance  of  the 
trial  of  the  exact  charge  upon  which  he  was  to  be  tried.  He  had  a  right 
to  go  through,  if  the  court  chose  to  put  him  through,  the  form  of  a  trial 
upon  a  charge  of  which  no  such  notice  had  been  given  him  and  to  take  his 
chances  of  acquittal  or  of  the  invalidation  of  the  proceedings  upon  appeal. 
It  was  no  part  of  his  duty  to  correct  the  course  of  the  proceedings.  The  law 
presumed  him  innocent  until  proven  guilty,  and  to  prove  him  guilty  the  law 
must  be  complied  with  in  every  essential  particular.  He  did  not  expressly 
waive  any  irregularities,  and  in  the  face  of  his  general  objection  to  the  whole 
proceeding,  waiver  cannot  be  implied.  Common  law,  martial  law,  and  Grand 
Army  law  are  all  agreed  in  hedging  about  an  accused  person  with  every  sacred 
sanction  of  personal  liberty  and  personal  honor.  He  must  be  convicted  with 
regularity  or  not  at  all.  It  is  no  more' essential  that  a  jury  should  be  convinced 
of  guilt  *' beyond  a  reasonable  doubt"  than  it  is  that  the  preliminary  notice 
and  the  form  and  substance  of  the  accusation  should  be  in  strict  accordance 
with  law,  ai^  that  the  record  of  the  proceedings,  made  at  the  proper  time 
and  b^  the  proper  officer,  should  be  the  evidence  and  the  only  evidence  of 
what  was  done.  In  all  these  respects  the  case  against  this  defendant  is  fatally 
defective. 

There  are  other  objections,  such  as  that  the  record  of  the  court-martial 
does  not  show  that  any  questions  were  asked  the  witnesses,  or  does  not  give 
the  questions  that  were  asked,  and  that  the  Department  Commander  reversed. 
or  undertook  to  reverse,  the  finding  of  not  guilty  to  the  second  charge,  and 
that  the  Post  refused  to  adjourn  its  meeting  when  the  report  of  the  court- 
martial  came  up  for  action,  so  as  to  give  the  defendant,  who  was  then  neces- 
sarily absent,  an  opportunity  to  be  present; — but  there  is  no  occasion  to  pas<  -, 
an  opinion  upon  these  objections  when  those  already  considered  compel  belief  | 
that  they  are  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  conviction  and  sentence. 

For  the  same  reason  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case. 
When  I  saw  that  the  substance  of  the  accusation  related  to  an  alleged  abuse 
of  official  authority  and  corrupt  dealings  with  employes  of  the  public,  I  wa.s 
in  hopes,  if  the  defendant  were  guilty,  that  the  record  would  hold  and  that  n 
good  opportunity  might  be  found  in  it  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  admin- 
ister a  fitting  rebuke  to  official  corruption.  In  too  many  places  it  is  *'  poison- 
ing the  very  springs  of  national  life"  and  is  more  dangerous  than  *Mhc  pesti- 
lence  which  walketh  at  noon-day." 

I  was  in  hopes,  also,  that  the  case  might  be  found  to  justify  a  rebuke  for 
connecting. Grand  Army  membership  with  public  preferment, tin. ranpect  to 
which  there  have  been  .some  abu.ses.     Indeed,  there  is  enough  of  that  in  this 
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case,  in  the  testimony  of  the  defendant  himself,  to  the  effect  that  he  should  not 
have  appointed  the  men  from  whom  he  was  accustomed  of  taking  money  if 
they  had  not  beoii  members  of  the  Grand  Army,  upon  which  to  predicate  such 
reprimand  as  a  court,  or  a  l^ost,  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  mi^ht  he  dis- 
posed to  administer,  if  the  rec(»rd  only  presented  the  subject  in  a  manner  to 
make  such  condemnation  suitable  or  regular.  But  as  reviewing  officers  are 
properly  limited  to  the  record,  and  as  the  j»oints  first  reached  in  this  case  arc 
conclusive,  there  might  be  impropriety  and  even  danger  of  error  in  basing 
conclusions  or  reflections  upon  allege<l  facts  that  were  developed  by  an  ir- 
regular and  defective  procedure. 

My  conclusion  is  that  the  approval  of  the  finding  and  sentence  by  the 
Department  Commander  and  by  the  Post  should  bo  reversed,  and  that  the 
judgment  of  the  court-martial  should  be  disapproved. 


CASE  No.  4.* 
Stixabus. 

A  member  of  a  militia  company  in  South  Carolina,  who  served  under 
orders  of  Govenmr  Pickens  in  harbor  defense  against  the  United  States  and 
in  support  of  Beauregard^ s  siege  of  Fort  Sumter,  though  not  actually  en- 
gaged injitjhtinff^  and  wlw  Uft  his  company  after  the  fort  tcaJt  reduced  and 
came  North,  entering  the  Union  army  and  rendering  faithful  service  through- 
Old  the  war,  is  not  eligible  to  membership  in  the  O.  A.  R.,  under  article  4t 
chapter  i,  Rnkit  and  RegiUations,  and  tfie  decisions  thereunder. 

Statement. 

Major  William  T.  Seward,  of  Guilford,  Conn.,  applied  to  Admiral  Foote 
Post  No.  17,  Department  of  Connecticut,  for  admission  to  the  Grand  Armj 
of  the  Republic,  and  was  by  a  large  majority  duly  accepted.  Before  muster 
an  appeal  was  taken.     The  other  facts  are  set  forth  in  the  following 

Opinion. 

No  ipiestion  is  made  but  that  he  rendered  a  long  and  faithful  service  in 
I  he  Union  army  and  is  personally  acceptable,  but  previous  to  that  he  had 
been  a  tneml)er  of  a  militia  company  at  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  which 
perturmed  garrison  duty  under  orders  of  Governor  Pickens  in  aid  of  General 
Beauregard's  siege  of  Fort  Sumter,  from  January  18  to  April  19,  1861,  which 
was  after  the  firing  upon  the  U.  S.  steamer  **Star  of  the  West,"  by  a  South 
Carolina  battery,  after  the  legislature  of  that  state  had  formally  declared 
that  any  attempt  by  the  United  States  to  reinforce  and  provision  the  garrison 
of  I*'ort  Sumter  would  be  considered  as  a  declaration  of  war,  after  the  Gov- 
ernor had  recommended  the  defense  of  rivers  and  harbors,  and  after  the  pro- 
visional government  of  the  Confederate  States  had  been  formed  and  Jefferson 

♦Approved.    (Bee  report  of  Committee  on  Judgc-Advocate-Glenerars  Report,  page 
•507. ) 
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Davis  had  been  installed  as  president  thereof.  His  service  lasted  a  week 
aft^r  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter  and  the  surrender  of  its  garrison, 
when  his  comj)any  was  withdrawn  from  the  sand  fort  at  the  entrance  of  Win- 
yah  Bay,  below  Georgetown,  nnd  shortly  after  which  he  returned  to  his  North- 
ern home.  His  ser\"ice  in  the  South  Carolina  company  appears  to  have  been 
voluntary.  Gen.  Beauregard  reported  that  only  volunteers  were  engaged  in 
the  military  operations  which  he  then  conducted.  There  is  no  claim  of  co- 
ercion, but  if  there  were  it  wouhl  not  help  him,  under  the  numerous  decis- 
ions in  similar  cases  reported  in  the  Grand  Army  Bhie  Book,  provided  it  is 
established  that  he  bore  arms  against  the  United  States. 

On  this  subject  there  can  be  no  doubt.  A  formal  declamtion  of  war  by 
Congress  is  not  necessary  to  constitute  a  state  of  war.  All  those  military 
operations  on  the  South  Carolina  coast  in  the  winter  and  spring  of  1801  were 
carried  on  against  the  United  States,  and  none  other.  Whoever  participated 
in  them  bore  arms  against  the  United  States.  Not  only  does  article  4  of 
chapter  1  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
declare  that  *^  no  person  shall  be  eligible  to  membei'ship  who  has  at  any  lime 
borne  arms  against  the  United  States,''  but  all  the  decisions  have  been  against 
the  eligibility  of  applicants  who  had  served  the  Confederacy  or  taken  jmrt  in 
the  Rebellion  in  any  capacity,  at  any  time,  voluntarily  or  under  coercion,  no 
matter  how  long  or  faithful  or  heroic  their  subsequent  service  to  the  Union 
cause  had  been. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  wisdom  of  this  rigid  policy  of  exclusion 
in  the  early  days  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  whatever  change  of  opinion  may 
have  been  caused  by  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  hardship  of  many  cases  like 
the  one  under  consideration,  no  power  short  of  the  National  Encampment 
can  change  the  rule  of  eligibility. 

Another  question  is  suggested  in  the  .ase  of  this  applicant,  because  of 
his  having  served  the  ex-Queen  Lilioukalani  in  her  rebellion  against  the  pres- 
ent government  of  Hawaii,  for  which  he  underwent  sentence  of  death.  Thus, 
it  is  said,  he  was  "  convicted  of  an  infamous  crime."  But  as  the  first  objec- 
tion absolutely  bars  his  membership.  I  sec  no  occasion  for  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  to  pass  upon  this  second  objection. 


CASE  No.  5.* 

SYI.LABU8. 

A  Post  which  reinstates  dropped  members  of  another  Post  must  pay  to 
thai  Post  its  regular  one  yearns  dues  for  each. 

The  fees  to  he  paid  to  the  reinstating  Post  by  a  member  thus  received 

should  he  one  yearns  dues  of  the  Post  from  which  he  came  and  one  dollar  in 

addition.   

*  Approyed  so  far  as  it  relates  to  ihe  payment  of  one  year's  dues  to  the  Post  from 
which  the  reinstated  members  had  been  dropped.  Disapproved  as  to  the  coDclnsloo 
about  membersiiip  fee.  Appeiil  of  Blenker  Post  dismissed.  (See  report  of  Committee 
on  Judge-Advocate-Gcnerars  Report,  page  307.) 


-  h 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I 


1 84  THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL  ENGAMPMBNT 

Statement. 

Louis  Blencker  Post  No.  876,  Department  of  Illinois,  reinstated  nine 
members  who  had  been  dropped  from  Dominick  Welter  Post  No.  701  of  the 
same  Department. 

The  reinstating  Post  exacted  but  five  cents  each  from  the  comrades 
thus  accepted  and  paid  over  nothing  to  the  Post  from  which  they  had  been 
dropped.    That  Post  demanded  one  year's  dues — $3  each. 

The  demand  was  not  complied  with  and  the  claiming  Post  appealed  to 
the  Department  Commander,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  his 
Judge- Advocate,  decided  that  the  receiving  Post  should  pay  to  the  losing  Post 
fifty  cents  on  account  of  each  reinstated  member.  It  does  not  appear  that 
there  was  any  authority  for  naming  this  sum,  and  probably  it  was  suggested 
as  a  compromise.  From  that  decision  the  aggrieved  Post  has  appealed  to 
National  Headquarters. 

Opinion. 

As  the  question  arises  from  one  of  the  Regulations  which  has  often 
been  in  controversy  and  has  been  several  times  amended  and  again  inter- 
preted, it  may  be  profitable  to  examine  the  record  with  some  care  to  see  if 
there  is  any  room  left  for  doubt  or  ambiguity. 

A  part  of  section  4  of  chapter  5  of  article  4  of  the  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions as  last  amended  reads  as  follows : 

**A  comrade  may  be  reinstated  in  a  Post  other  than  that  from  which  he 
was  dropped,  upon  application  duly  made,  referred  and  reported  upon,  and 
on  payment  of  not  exceeding  one  year's  dues,  which  shall  be  forwarded  by 
the  Post  receiving  him  to  the  Post  of  which  he  was  formerly  a  member,  but 
when  reinstated  by  a  Post  other  than  the  one  that  dropped  him,  he  shall  pay 
such  additional  fee  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  not  exceeding  the  amount  charged 
upon  application  by  transfer." 

Decision  No.  7,  by  Commander-in-Chief  Walker  in  1896,  in  a  simiUir 
case,  when  the  regulation  read  as  it  does  now,  seems  to  me  to  cover  this  case 
so  far  as  concerns  the  amount  to  be  forwarded  to  the  appealing  Post.  The 
question  in  that  case  was :  **Is  the  amount  required  "  (by  the  above  quoted 
regulation)  "to  be  collected  and  forwarded  to  his  former  Post  *  ♦  ♦  one 
year's  dues  of  the  Post  reinstating  him,  or  one  year's  dues  of  the  Post  by 
which  he  was  dropped ?  "  The  decision  was  that  "when  a  dropped  member 
is  reinstated  by  a  Post  other  than  that  by  which  he  was  dropped  the  amount 
to  be  forwarded  by  the  reinstating  Post  to  the  dropping  Post  is  not  exceeding 
one  year's  dues  of  the  Post  from  which  he  was  dropped." 

In  the  opinion  upon  which  this  decision  was  founded,  Judge-Advocate- 
Qeneral  Darte  briefly  reviewed  the  evolution  of  the  regulation  and  expressed 
the  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  redrawn.  Possibly  it  could  be  made  a  little 
clearer  to  those  who  are  not  familifu*  with  the  interpretations,  but  the  several 
decisions  made  at  various  stages  seem  to  me  to  leave  no  further  room  for 
doubt 
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Originally  a  Post  admitting  the  dropped  member  of  another  Post  had 
to  paj  that  Post  all  of  his  arrears,  which  often  embraced  dues  for  more  than 
one  year.  As  it  was  feared  that  this  worked  to  the  permanent  exclusion  of 
many  good  men  who  had  been  unfortunate,  an  amendment  was  adopted 
fixing  the  amount  to  be  paid  as  *^one  yearns  dues/^  and  at  the  Encampment 
in  1895  this  was  changed  to  ^'not  exceeding  one  year's  dues."  Both  these 
amendments  must  have  meant  the  dues  of  the  Post  which  had  dropped  the 
member,  for  such  had  been  the  former  practice.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of 
the  right  of  the  Post  which  lost  the  member  to  collect  this  limited  due,  for 
the  language  of  the  regulation  next  following  this  limitation  is  '^  which  shall 
be  forwarded  by  the  Post  receiving  him  to  the  Post  of  which  he  was  formerly 
a  member." 

I  advise,  therefore,  that  Louis  Blencker  Post  No.  376,  Department  of 
Illinois,  be  ordered  to  forward  to  Dominick  Welter  Post  No.  701,  of  the 
same  Department,  the  sum  of  three  dollars  for  each  member  dropped  from 
the  latter  and  reinstated  by  the  former. 

So  far  as  the  issue  between  these  two  Posts  is  concerned,  this  ends  the 
case  ;  but  as  an  appeal  brings  the  whole  case  under  review,  it  cannot  be  coram 
tionjucUce  for  the  Commander-in-Chief,  under  his  obligation  to  see  that  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  are  enforced,  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  Post  which 
reinstated  these  dropped  members  exacted  from  them  a  sufficient  fee  for  its 
own  use. 

Over  and  above  the  one  year's  dues  to  his  former  Post,  the  Regulation 
above  quoted  says  the  reinstated  member  ''shall  pay  such  additional  fee  as 
may  be  agreed  upon"  (obviously  between  him  and  the  Post  receiving  him), 
"not  exceeding  the  amount  charged  upon  application  for  membership  by 
transfer." 

That  amount  is  specified  by  section  2  of  chapter  2  of  article  3  as  ''  not 
exceeding  the  amount  required  from  recruits  "  and  that  amount  is  specified 
in  section  8  of  the  same  chapter  and  article  as  ''  not  less  than  one  dollar." 
Here,  then,  we  have  both  the  maximum  and  minimum  limit  and  unavoidably 
it  must  be  one  dollar  in  addition  to  the  three  dollars  due  the  former  Post 

Decision  18,  by  Commander-in-Chief  Veazey,  which  was  rendered  before 
the  Regulation  limited  the  payment  of  arrears  to  ''  not  exceeding  one  year's 
dues,"  held  that  ''a  dropped  member,  to  be  reinstated,  must  pay  the  arrear- 
ages due  his  former  Post,  and  be  elected  and  pay  admission  fee  as  a  recruit." 
Judge-Advocate-Geueral  Lochren,  who  wrote  the  opinion  in  that  case,  ad- 
vised that  ''as  the  Rules  and  Regulations  neither  provide  for  nor  apparently 
contemplate  any  other  admission  fee  than  in  case  of  a  recruit,  that  is  the  ad- 
mission fee  that  should  be  paid.  There  is  no  basis  for  a  supposition  that  it 
was  intended  that  he"  (the  dropped  member)  "might  be  reinstated  and 
acquire  Post  membership  without  any  admission  fee." 

Five  cents,  the  fee  charged  in  the  case  now  under  consideration,  is  not 
such  a  fee  as  was  ever  recognized  as  being  suitable  either  for  the  admission 
•f  a  recruit,-  the  acceptance  of  a  member  by  transfer,  or  the  readmission  of  a 
4ro|^»ed  member.     It  is  without  authority  and  could  not  be  considered  rea- 
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gouable  oven  iftho  Post  accepting  it  were  under  no  obligation  to  pay  anythiBg 
to  the  Post  from  whicli  the  members  came  To  accept  it  would  be  to  offer  a 
premium  on  desert  ion  The  obli)!;ation  of  comradeship  between  membei*3 
has  a  corollary  in  the  implied  courtesy  between  Posts.  And  while  it  is  the 
evident  tcmU'iK-y  of  recent  National  Encampments  to  provide  for  the  read- 
mission  ofdinppcd  members  on  terms  that  may  be  easier  in  many  cases  than 
those  im|>osiMi  upon  the  faithful  on  the  assumption  that  they  may  have  been 
untortunaie,  thtTc  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  a  National  Encampment  ever 
intended  to  mako  their  entrance  easier  than  that  of  recruits,  or  to  tempt  them 
to  leave  one  Post  for  another. 

If  it  is  coniended  iliat  the  payment  of  a  year's  dues  to  their  former  Post 
should  \)v  suftiuient,  the  answer  is  that  the  Regulation  requii*es  an  '*  additional 
iee.  "  whirh  we  have  seen  must  lie  one  dollar  To  interpret  the  Regulation 
othcrwi.so  would  be  to  ignore  its  language,  disregard  precedent,  reverse  all 
former  d('cisi<ms  on  the  subject,  and  offer  a  reward  for  infidelity  to  obliga- 
tions. 

I  therefore  advise  that  Louis  Blencker  Post  No.  o7().  Department  of 
Illinois,  sliould  be  ordered  to  collect  a  fee  of  one  dollar  from  each  «)f  ihe  nine 
members  dropped  from  Post  701  whom  it  has  reinstated. 


CASE  No.  (■».♦ 

SYLLABI'S. 

An  funwrabhf  disclMrged  soUlier  of  the  Union  army  now  lesiding  in  a 
foreign  toniitr//  min/  he.  mustered  into  the  (r.  A.  /^.,  under  a  dispensation  to 
comrades  residimj  vr  tracelling  there,  if  fie  /.v  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
or  /s-  Willi  tiff  to  take  the  obligation  of  this  order  which  enjoins  paramount  al- 
legiance to  thi:i  government . 

Statement. 

A  letter  from  the  Department  Commander  of  Missouri  states  that  Post 
No.  1  of  St.  Louis  would  like  to  muster  General  Osterhaiis,  **a  citizen  of 
Germany/' 

"A  Post  was  chartered,*'  says  the  letter,  **in  Canada  some  years  ago, 
attached,  I  think,  to  Department  of  New  York,  and  there  is  one  in  Mexico, 
belonging  to  the  Department  of  Tennessee.  Both  of  them,  I  am  told,  have 
members  who  are  citizens  of  those  countries.  As  there  are  two  comrades  of 
the  Post  wlio  are  in  Germany,  who  could  be  detailed  to  muster  him,  I  hope," 

Ct<'. 

Opinion. 

Sections  3  and  9  of  article  2,  chapter  2,  Rules  and  Regulations,  confer 
authority  upon  a  Department  Commander  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
grant  a  dispensation  for  mustering  recruits  outside  of  the  proper  territorial 
limits  of  a  Post.     State  lines  have  been  ignored,  and  possibly  also  tlie  na- 

*  Ca^es  No«.  0,  7,  8,  9  and  10  approved.    (See  report  of  Committee  on  Judge- Adro- 
oiitc-<J('uorftrs  Report,  page  308. 
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tional  boundary,  in  admitting  members.  I  do  not  happen  to  be  in  possession 
of  the  facts  about  Posts  in  Canada  and  Mexico  as  stated  in  Department  Com- 
mander Rodgers'  letter.  If  such  precedents  exist,  it  would  seem  to  me  that 
the  only  question  remaining  is  as  to  the  citizenship  of  the  proposed  member. 
I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  holding  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  might 
become  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  under  the  dispensa- 
tions referred  to,  in  whatsoever  country  they  may  reside,  either  temporarily 
or  permanently,  but  whether  the  subject  of  a  foreign  prince  or  the  citizen  of 
a  foreign  country  is  eligible  or  not,  in  view  of  the  objects  of  this  great  Asso- 
ciation and  the  obligations  which  members  take,  is  a  question  of  some  diffi- 
culty. 

It  will  be  ob.ser\Td  that  section  3  of  article  2,  chapter  1,  declares  that 
one  of  the  objects  of  membership  is  '*  to  maintain  true  allegiance  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  based  upon  a  paramount  respect  for  and  fidelity 
to  its  constitution  and  laws,"  etc.  The  oath  of  allegiance  which  the  citizens 
or  subjects  of  a  government  are  required  to  take  embraces  a  renunciation  of 
fealty  to  all  other  governments.  If  General  Osterhaus  is  under  such  an  oath 
in  Germany,  he  may  hesitate  to  take  the  obligation  of  the  Grand  army,  which 
enjoins  paramount  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

But  it  is  possible  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  this  country,  never  having  re- 
nounced his  allegiance  thereto.  In  that  case  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
his  becoming  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army.  I  would  advise  that  if  the  De- 
partment Commander  of  Missouri  issues  a  dispensation  for  his  muster  the 
comrades  upon  whom  the  authority  may  be  conferred  be  instructed  to  call 
General  Osterhaus'  attention  to  the  provisions  of  our  Rules  and  Regulations 
above  referred  to,  and  if  he  feels  at  liberty  to  take  the  obligation  I  think  he 
may  be  safely  admitted. 


CASE  No.  7. 
Syujvbus. 

A  Post  Commander  is  subject  to  punishment  for  deciding  an  eleetioti 
iigainst  eddence,  and  for  reusing  to  allow  an  appeal. 

A  man  faJLsdy  declared  elected  to  the  O.  A.  R.  is  not  subject  to  court- 
martial  for  an  offense^  but  must  be  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

Statement. 

Review  by  Commander-in-Chief,  of  Department  court-martial  which 
convicted  Alfred  H.  Forrest,  Commander  of  Post  606,  at  Elmira,  in  the  De- 
jMirtment  of  New  York,  and  John  C.  Pierce,  Adjutant  of  said  Post. 

Post  Commander  Forrest  was  found  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Rules 
4ind  Regulations  for  declaring  Pierce  elected  a  member  of  the  Post  when 
seven  of  the  nineteen  votes  cast  were  black  balls,  and  for  refusing  to  allow 
an  appeal  from  his  decision,  and  he  was  sentenced  to  be  degraded  from  his 
office  and  suspended  from  membership  for  throo  years. 
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John  C.  Pierce  was  convicted  of  (charge  1)  the  commission  of  a  scan- 
dalous offense  against  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  (charge  2)  of  conduct  unbe- 
coming a  soldier  and  gentleman  in  his  relation  to  the  Gh«nd  Army  of  the 
Republic,  for  converting  to  his  own  use  $14  belonging  to  the  widow  of  a  de- 
ceased comrade,  for  which  offense  he  had  been  tried  and  convicted  in  a  local 
court,  and  for  obtaining  for  said  widow,  while  acting  as  member  of  the  Post 
relief  committee,  $5  worth  of  supplies  from  the  county  without  her  request, 
and  converting  the  same  to  his  own  use. 

Opikion. 

The  constitution  of  the  court  and  the  proceedings  of  the  trial  appear  to 
have  been  regular,  and  the  finding  was  in  accordance  with  a  clear  balance  of 
evidence.  I  advise  that  the  sentence  of  said  Forrest  be  approved;  but  I  must 
advise  that  the  sentence  dishonorably  discharging  said  Pierce  from  the  Gi*aud 
Army  of  the  Republic  be  disapproved,  for  the  reason  that  he  was  never 
legally  elected  a  member,  and  should  therefore  be  dropped  from  the  rolls. 

The  evidence  that  he  was  not  elected  appears  in  the  trial  of  Forrest. 
There  was  some  disagreement  of  witnesses  as  to  whether  the  number  of  bal- 
lots was  eighteen  or  nineteen,  but  this  is  immaterial,  for  eight  comrades  tes- 
tified that  they  cast  black  balls,  and  their  testimony  was  not  disputed.  Two 
would  have  defeated  him.  (Sec.  4,  art.  2,  ch.  2,  Rules  and  Regulations. ) 
An  attempt  was  made  to  prove  that  two  of  them  were  not  there,  but  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  defense  were  uncertain  of  this,  their  testimony  generally  being 
that  they  did  not  remember  seeing  them  there.  But  even  if  their  absence 
and  that  of  as  many  more  were  proved,  there  were  still  more  than  sufficient 
black  balls  to  defeat  Pierce's  election. 

As  he  was  not  elected  in  fact,  and  as  the  Post  Commander^s  declaration 
that  he  was  elected,  from  which  no  appeal  was  allowed,  could  not,  by  lending 
the  sanction  of  authority,  overcome  either  fact  or  law.  he  was  in  no  sense  & 
comrade,  but  a  mere  civilian,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  our  jurisdiction. 
''K  a  man  was  not  legally  introduced  into  the  Order  he  is  not  a  member.'^ 
(Judge-Advocate-General  Douglass,  Blue  Book,  p.  66.)  Decision  No.  1, 
by  Commander-in-Chief  Adams  (1894),  based  upon  the  opinion  of  Judge- 
Advocate-General  Rassieur,  declares  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  **direct  that  a  person  be  dropped  from  the  membership  roll  of  a  Post 
when  the  clearly  established  facts  unmistakably  indicate  that  such  person  is 
not  entitled  to  membership  therein,  and  has  obtained  the  same  by  fraud  and 
deception.'' 

In  the  present  case  the  fraud  and  deception  were  on  the  part  of  the  Post 
Commander,  who  is  the  applicant's  brother-in-law;  but  I  hold  that  the  &ct  of 
Pierce's  non- election  is  sufficient,  irrespective  of  his  personal  motive  or  con- 
duct in  connection  therewith,  to  cause  him  to  be  excluded. 

His  offenses  undoubtedly  deserved  the  stigma  of  a  dishonorable  dis- 
charge, but  it  is  more  important  for  us  to  be  governed  by  law  than  to  admin- 
ister'justice  withoiifstrict  legal  right,  and  we  may  find  even  more  satisfaction 
in  the  knowledge  that  one  who  has  proved  himself  so  unwordiy  never  belonged 
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to  our  honorable  Association  than  we  could  have  found  in  branding  and  tuni- 
inj?  him  out. 


CASE  Xo.  8. 
Syllabis. 

A  Department  ojficer-elert  may  be  iiuttallid  at  any  Unit  hif  the  ( *onncil 
of  Administration^  or  l>e/ore  Inn  Post  under  a  dispensation  fntm  the  Ctnincit. 

Statkmen't. 

The  comrade,  who  was  chosen  Medical  Director  at  tlie  recent  Depart- 
ment Encampment  in  Illinois,  was  not  present  to  be  installed  with  the  other 
officers,  and  I  am  asked  what  is  the  legal  way  to  install  him.  l^ast  year's 
Medical  Directer  claims  that  as  the  newly  elected  officer  was  not  installed 
before  the  Encampment  adjourned,  he  is  entitled  to  hold  the  office  until  the 
Encampment  again  convenes. 

Opinion-. 

Section  1,  article  7,  chapter  2,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  provides 
that  "all  officei-s,  whether  elected  or  appointed,  shall  hold  office  until  their 
successors  are  in.stalled.  *  The  opinions  of  Judge- Advocate-CJeneral  Coggs- 
well  (34  ''**  Blue  Book)  hold  that  there  is  no  vacancy  and  the  Commander 
cannot  create  one,  and  that  the  old  incumbent  holds  over  until  his  successor 
is  duly  installed.  Other  opinions  concur  in  holding  that  installation  is  essen- 
tial to  incumlHjncy.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  last  year's  Med- 
ical Director  is  the  present  lawful  occupant  of  the  office. 

But  as  his  successor  was  duly  chosen  and  nothing  remains  to  complete 
his  title  to  the  office  except  installation,  and  as  there  is  no  requirement  that 
this  formality  must  be  conducted  at  the  Encampment,  it  is  my  opinion  that 
the  Council  of  Administration,  which,  according  to  section  '.)  of  article  6  of 
chapter  3  of  Rules  and  Regulations,  has  **  charge  of  the  working  interests 
of  the  Department,*'  can  install  the  newly  elected  official  at  anytime  and 
that  he  will  then  be  entitled  to  take  immediate  possession  of  the  office. 

If  it  is  not  convenient  for  the  officer-elect  to  appear  before  the  Council, 
it  is  my  opinion  that  the  Council  may  grant  a  dispensation  to  any  comrade 
to  install  him  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting  of  his  own  Post.  I  am  not  sure 
but  that  a  private  installation  would  be  equally  legal,  but  as  it  is  a  ceremony 
designed  to  give  sanction  and  endow  with  authority,  I  think  it  had  better 
occur  at  a  meeting  of  the  Council  or  in  the  presence  of  a  Post.  If  before 
the  Council,  due  record  of  it  will  be  made ;  if  under  a  dispensation,  the  in- 
stalling officer  will  report  the  fact  to  the  Assistant- Adjatant-General  of  the 
Department,  who  will  thereupon,  in  either  case,  publish  the  same  in  general 
or  special  orders. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


190  THIBTY-PIRST  NATIONAL  BNGAMPMBNT 

This  action  by  the  Gonncil  will  not  be  to  declare  a  racancy  and  provide 
for  filling  it.  The  Encampment  did  that,  and  it  cannot  be  that  the  framers 
of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  intended  that  an  election  should  become  void 
by  the  absence  from  the  Encampment  of  the  person  elected.  The  Council 
is  simply  to  complete  the  work  of  the  Encampment.  The  act  is  purely  ad- 
ministrative.    It  is  a  part  of  the  working  interests  of  the  Department 


CASE  No.  9. 
Syllabus. 
A  comrade  can  he  punished  within  the  Order  for  the  misuse  of  insignia 
for  advei'tising  purposes,  but  neither  he  nor  a  stranger  can  be  punished  for  it 
un  hr  existing  state  lavoSy  which  go  oribf  to  the  (xtent  of  prohibiting  the  mis- 
use for  '^obtaining  aid  or  assistance.^ ^ 

Statement  and  Opinion. 

Complaint  against  Comrade  J.  N.  Ketcham,  of  Post  28,  Department  of 
Missouri,  for  the  misuse  of  a  Post  letter-head  for  outside  business.  The  com- 
plaint did  not  take  the  form  of  charges,  but  of  an  inquiry.  The  comrade  ad- 
mitted the  fact  and  apologized  for  it 

He  had  carelessly  caused  a  letter  to  be  written  on  the  letter-head  of  his 
Post,  commending  a  patent  medicine,  addressing  the  same  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  business  at  Augusta,  Maine.  Apparently  the  medicine  company  re- 
produced his  letter  as  a/oc  simile  circular  and  probably  sent  large  numbers 
throughout  the  country.  This,  I  am  willing  to  believe,  was  done  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent  The  comrade  states  that  the  letter  was  written  by  his 
request  when  he  was  ill,  aod  he  had  no  thought  that  the  comrade  who  wrote 
it  for  him  was  using  the  Post  letter-head.  He  regrets  that  this  was  done. 
The  Senior  Vice-Commander,  who  is  Acting  Commander  of  the  Post,  en- 
dorses the  comrade  and  recommends  "the  greatest  of  leniency."  I  approve 
this  recommendation,  and  would  advi-e  a  reprimand  to  both  Comrade 
Ketcham  and  Comrade  W.  H.  Feagan,  who  did  the  writing. 

The  National  Encampment,  held  at  St  Louis,  resolved  **  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  are  strictly  forbidden  to  use  the 
badge  of  the  order  or  the  letters  0.  A.  R.  as  a  sign  or  advertisement  to  any 
private  business  whatsoever.''  I  regret  that  this  cannot  be  applied  to  non- 
members  as  well  as  to  members.  In  several  states  laws  have  been  enacted 
forbidding  the  wearing  of  the  badge  by  all  not  entitled  to  wear  it,  but  I  have 
been  unable  to  find  any  statute  which  forbids  the  u.se  of  our  insignia  for  ad- 
vertising purposes,  although  such  use  is  even  more  offensive  than  the  wearing 
of  the  badge  by  a  few  impogtors. 

The  laws  of  Maine,  chapter  294,  Acts  of  1898,  provide  that  **Auy  per- 
son who  shall  willfully  wear  the  badge  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
or  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  or  who  shall  use  or  wear  the  same  to  obtain  aid 
or  assistance  thereby  within  this  state,  unless  he  shall  be  entitled  to  use  or 
wf»ur  the  same  under  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Department  of  Maine 
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G.  A.  R.,  or  Sons  of  Veterans,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon 
conviction  shall  be  punished  by  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  30 
days  in  the  county  jail  or  a  fine  not  to  exceed  $20,  or  by  both  such  fine  and 
imprisonment. ''  This  is  a  prohibition  of  use  for  *' obtaining  aid  or  assist- 
ance," presumably  in  the  way  of  charity,  and  can  hardly  bear  the  interpreta- 
tion of  preventing  its  use  for  business.  Therefore,  I  cannot  see  any  ground 
for  causing  a  prosecution  to  be  instituted  against  the  offending  firm.  But  I 
hope  that  the  next  National  Encampment  will  make  a  recommendation  for 
legislation  in  the  several  states  to  effectually  prevent  this  misuse  of  the  insig- 
nia of  our  Order. 

CASE  No.  10. 
Syllabus. 
It  is  not  within  the  power  of  a  Post  to  drop  a  suspended  member  wJm 
pays  his  arrears. 

Statement. 

W.  J.  Dunn  Leavy,  Commander  of  Post  16,  Depailment  of  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi,  inquires  if  a  Past  Post  Commander  who  was  suspended  for 
non-payment  of  dues  and  has  since  paid  up  must  be  received  back  into  the 
Post. 

Opinion. 

I  think  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  he  must  be  received.  Mem- 
bership in  the  Grand  Army  is  a  personal  privilege.  Once  accepted,  a  mem- 
ber cannot  be  discharged  except  by  his  own  request  or  as  the  result  of  a  trial 
by  court-martial.  Suspension  is  only  a  disciplinary  action,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  bring  about  a  desired  result  In  this  case  the  result  was  accomplished. 
This  fully  restored  him  to  active  membership.  A  Post  has  no  option  in  such 
a  case.  If  he  had  been  discharged  and  had  applied  for  reinstatement,  the 
case  would  be  different. 

The  letter  mentions  his  rank,  but  that  presents  no  question.  So  far  as 
the  right  of  membership  is  concerned,  one  who  has  held  office  stands  no 
differently  from  one  who  has  not. 

CASE  No.  11. 
Sylt^abds. 

The  fact  that  two  of  the  eight  members  of  a  court-martial  had  served  on 
the  committee  of  investigation  which  recommended  a  trial  is  not  evidence  of 
conspire^  or  ofpr^udice  sufficient  to  invalidaie  a  conviction  by  a  vote  of  6  to  ^.* 

Persistency  in  preparing  one  set  of  charges  after  another j  until  one  would 
hold,  is  not  evidence  of  malice  and  conspiracy. 

Zealf  or  even  prejudice j  on  the  part  of  the  Judge- Advocate  of  a  court- 

martial^  though  reprehensible,  will  not  invalidate  a  trial  that  is  fairly  con- 

ducted  by  the  court. 

*  Amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  conviction  by  a  vote  of  6  to  2."  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  ihe  word  **  judgment"  (See  report  of  Committee  on  Judge-Advocate- 
Gencral's  Report,  page  306.) 
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Co-operation  is  not  conspiracy,  and  it  is  no  offense  to  conspire  to  prose- 
cute  a  person  thought  guiliy. 

It  is  immaterial  who  prefers  charges.  It  is  not  a  fatal  irregnk&ity  for 
the  Post  Commander  to  sign  them  unofficially  though  they  were  voted  by  the  Post. 

When  a  comrade  is  being  tried  for  an  offense^  the  exclusion  of  evidenee 
that  the  Post  Commander  became  a  party  to  it  is  no  ground  for  reversing  a 
judgment  of  guilty.     ( Division  does  not  exctise. )  * 

The  admission  as  evidence  of  a  letter  from  a  Post  Adjutant  stating  €m 
act  of  his  Post  J  instead  of  requiring  a  cert\fiedoopy  of  the  record,  though  error, 
is  not  fatal  when  the  objection  is  only  to  the  form  of  the  evidence  and  not  to  its 
substance.'f 

A  couri-martial  has  a  right  to  amend  its  record  to  accord  icithfact  up  to 
the  time  it  is  closed  and  certified  to  the  reviewing  officer. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  President  and  Judge- Advocate  of  a  court-martial  to 
ceiiify  and  submit  its  record  and  report,  and  of  a  Post  Commander  to  review 
the  sam£.  Such  certification  and  review  are  prerequisite  to  any  action  by  the 
Post.  Action  without  them  is  invalid.  In  such  case  it  is  the  duty  of  the  De- 
partment Commander  to  order  a  revision.  • 

The  omission  of  a  minority  of  a  court-martial  to  attend  a  meeting  to  re- 
rise  its  report,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  does  not  affect  the  revision. 

Review  is  not  retrial;  neither  is  revision.  A  defendant  is  not  twice 
placed  in  jeopardy  by  the  examination  by  Commander  or  Post,  or  any  appel- 
late authority  of  the  record  of  his  trial,  or  by  the  correction  of  their  mistakes. 

Intent  is  essential  to  offense,  but  proof  of  a  wrongful  act  is  proof  of  the 
intent.     The  law  implies  it. 

Reviewing  officers  or  bodies  cannot  receive  evidence  tending  to  contradict 
or  overcome  what  was  a^xepted  by  the  court.     They  are  confined  to  the  record. 

The  vote  of  a  Post  that  the  ^^  comrades  be  notified  of  the  time  that  the  re- 
port of  the  court-martial  wiU  come  before  the  Post,^*  which  was  once  complied 
with,  teas  equally  applicable  to  subsequent  meetings,  though  they  were  regular 
meetings  which  it  was  not  customary  to  notify.  The  failure  to  give  such  notice 
necessitates  sending  the  case  back  to  the  Post  for  review  at  a  duly  notified  meet- 
ing. 

Such  return  does  not  affect  the  finding  of  the  court  or  the  approval  by  the 
Post  Commander.  If  the  Post  approves  the  sentence,  appeal  may  be  taken,  but 
not  for  any  cause  pertaining  to  the  earlier  stages,  because  they  are  concluded 
by  this  revietc. 

Statement. 

This  case  came  up  on  the  appeal  of  Comrade  L.  Edward  Jenkins,  of 
Post  159,  Department  of  Massachusetts  (at  East  Boston),  from  an  order  of 
dishonorable  discharge  issued  by  the  Department  Commander  as  appellate 
reviewing  officer. 

♦  Amended  by  strikiDRout  'he  sen  ence  "Division  does  not  excuse"  and  iosertinir 
in  li«'u  tlier.  o.  "  Both  are  equally  gui  ty." 

t  Amended  to  read  :  "The  admission  as  evidence  or  a  letter  from  a  Poet  Adlutant 
statine  <n  a<  t  *{  his  Post,  iiisiead  of  requiiing  a  certlfi  d  copy  of  iho  record,  though 
error,  l-*  n  t  fatal,  when  the  evdenre  is  brought  out  by  quesuuns  Msked  by  the  i  om- 
plaiuinK  p  riy.  Caxe  approved.  (See  report  of  committee  on  Judge-Advocate-Oea- 
eral's  Report,  page  306.) 
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The  appellant  was  convicted  by  a  Post  court-martial  ( 1 )  of  vouching  Vv 
a  Post  meeting  for  a  dropped  member  of  another  Post,  thus  causing  him  to 
be  admitted  to  a  meeting  and  of  course  to  a  knowledge  of  the  countersign 
and  other  secrets,  and  (2)  of  threatening  in  a  Post  meeting,  openly  and  to 
the  Commander,  to  kill  the  Commander  if  he  undertook  by  force  to  cany  out 
a  certain  ruling.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  dishonorably  discharged,  the 
sentence  was  approved  by  the  Post  Commander,  by  the  Post,  and  by  the  De- 
partment Commander,  and  was  announced  in  Department  general  orders 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  appealing  to  National  Head- 
quarters. The  case  comes  up  on  appeal,  and  the  **  grounds  of  appeal"  allege 
(1)  a  disapproval  by  the  Post  instead  of  an  approval,  (2)  an  unwarrantable 
interference  by  the  Department  Commander,  causing  a  reversal,  (3)  of  a 
conspiracy  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  court  and  certain  officers  and 
members  of  the  post,  (4)  many  irregularities  in  the  proceedings  which  should 
invalidate  them,  and  (5)  putting  hira  twice  in  jeopardy  by  reversing  the 
alleged  acquittal. 

Charges  were  first  preferred  against  him  September  25,  1895 ;  but 
defects  were  found  in  them  and  it  was  not  until  after  four  attempts  to  prefer 
charges  had  been  made  that,  on  November  13,  a  court-martial  was  ordered 
by  a  vote  of  13  to  7  and  the  Commander  appointed  the  court  December  4 
notice  was  served  on  the  defendant  to  appear  for  trial  December  17.  The 
court  sat  fourteen  evenings  and  the  defendant  conducted  his  own  defense. 
He  did  not  challenge  any  member  of  the  court,  but  objected  to  the  whole 
court  as  being  composed  of  men  who  were  prejudiced  against  him.  By  a  vote 
of  6  to  2  he  was  found  guilty  of  all  the  specifications  and  both  charges  and 
was  sentenced  to  be  dishonorably  discharged. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Post  after  the  trial  was  concluded,  which 
was  held  April  15,  1896,  it  was  '*  voted  that  the  comrades  be  notified  of  the 
time  that  the  report  of  the  court-martial  of  Comrade  L.  Edward  Jenkins  will 
come  before  the  Post.*'  A  notice  was  mailed  to  each  comrade  that  the  report 
would  come  before  the  Post  April  29.  At  that  meeting  the  Commander 
introduced  the  President  of  the  court  to  make  its  report  to  the  Post ;  there- 
upon the  President  made  an  oral  report  of  the  findings  and  sentence  and  ac- 
companied the  same  by  a  speech  deprecating  the  severity  of  the  sentence 
(dishonorable  discharge  being  required  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
first  offense  of  which  the  defendant  was  adjudged  guilty),  and  appealing  for 
«lemency  on  account  of  the  defendant's  brilliant  war  record.  Acting  upon 
this  informal  report,  and  possibly  influenced  by  the  appeal  of  the  President  of 
the  court  to  reverse  his  own  finding,  the  Post  voted,  27  to  24,  to  disapprove 
the  sentence. 

On  the  6th  day  of  May  forty  members  of  the  Post  sent  a  petition  to 
Department  Headquarters  protesting  against  the  report  of  the  President  of 
the  court  for  these  reasons : 

"The  report  of  the  President  not  being  in  proper  form,  nor  in  any  sense 
the  authorized  report  of  the  court-martial ;  it  being  a  personal  report  and  not 
properly  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  court  or  to  the  Post  Commander 
18. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


194  THIKTY-FIUST  NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENT 

before  submitting  it  to  the  Post  At  the  presentation  the  report  was  coupled 
with  an  appeal  to  the  Post  that  the  findings  of  the  court  were  excessive,  giv- 
ing the  impression  to  the  Comrades  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  court  that 
the  verdict  was  not  a  just  one,  thereby  using  undue  influence  and  causing 
many  comrades  to  vote  against  sustaining  the  findings  of  the  court/' 

On  the  9th  of  June,  Department  Commander  William  P.  Derby  wrote 
William  E.  Estee,  Commander  of  Post  159,  as  follows : 

"In  returning  the  report  of  the  court-martial  case — Post  169  v.  Comrade 
L.  E.  JenkinSj — with  the  action  of  the  Post,  I  will  suggest  to  you  that  the 
report  as  presented  be  carefully  reviewed  and  all  missing  links  supplied. 

**  In  the  petition  for  a  hearing,  signed  by  yourself  and  thirty-nine  other 
comrades  of  Post  159,  before  the  Department  Commander  on  this  subject, 
the  statement  is  made  that  the  report  of  the  President  of  the  court  was  un- 
authorized by  the  Court,  and  was  made  on  the  individual  responsibility  of 
President  Dutton.  If  this  is  a  true  statement  of  fact,  then  the  communica- 
tion to  the  Post  was  illegal  and  void,  and  the  action  of  the  Post  was  null  and 
void.  In  the  words  of  the  Judge-Advocate  of  this  Department,  *  the  court 
should  submit  the  findings,  records,  and  sentence  of  the  court  to  the  Post 
Commander.  He  should  then  approve  or  disapprove  the  findings  of  the 
court,  with  his  decision  thereon  to  the  Post  for  its  approval  or  disapproval.' 

"I  trust  the  above  statement  will  assist  you  in  straightening  out  the 
matter." 

The  record  of  the  Post  meeting  on  the  10th  of  June,  which  was  a  regu- 
lar meeting,  contained  this  entry  : 

"The  Commander  declared  the  report  of  Comrade  L.  H.  Dutton,  as 
President  of  court-martial,  illegal,  and  all  action  of  the  Post  upon  the  same 
as  null  and  void,  and  ordered  all  proceedings  back  to  the  court  for  a  report 
made  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations. ' ' 

The  defendant  contends  that  this  record  is  incorrect,  and  that  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact  the  Commander  read  what  he  called  "  Circular  Order  No.  1,"  to 
the  efiect  that  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Department  Headquarters 
the  action  of  the  Post  on  the  29th  of  April  is  declared  null  and  void,  and  he 
claims  that  this  order  was  not  recorded  or  preserved  in  the  files.  Whether 
this  is  so  or  not,  the  legal  effect  of  what  the  record  shows  and  of  what  he 
claims  it  should  show  appears  to  me  to  be  the  same. 

The  record  of  the  next  regular  meeting,  which  was  held  June  17,  con- 
tains the  following : 

"The  Commander  made  his  report  upon  the  proceedings,  findings,  and 
sentence  of  the  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Comrade  L.  Edward  Jenkins,  as 
follows :  That  he  had  carefully  reviewed  all  evidence  in  the  case,  and  hereby 
approves  the  same,  and  presents  it  to  the  Post  for  further  consideration. 

"The  Commander  then  put  the  question,  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
court  be  sustained  ? 

"  Comrade  Doren  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on  the  table  for  one 
week,  and  upon  vote  the  motion  was  lost. 
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''The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  the  Commander  put  the 
question,  Shall  the  decision  of  the  court  be  sustained  ?  and  by  a  rising  vote 
of  31  in  the  affirmative  to  4  in  the  negative  the  vote  was  declared  to  sustain 
the  decision  of  the  court.'* 

The  defendant  says  this  record  is  defective  because  it  does  not  show  the 
fact  that  Senior  Vice  Commander  Miller  protested  against  action  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  meeting  had  not  been  notified  in  accordance  with  the  vote  of 
April  15. 

On  the  25th  of  June  the  defendant  appealed  to  the  Department  Com- 
mander, saying  that  he  had  heard  of  the  action  of  the  Post  on  the  17th  and 
claiming  that  the  Post  having  disapproved  the  sentence  April  29,  it  was  ille- 
gal to  place  him  twice  in  jeopardy,  and  he  asked  for  a  hearing. 

July  21  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  replied  to  the  defendant  that 
the  Department  Commander  **does  not  find  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
any  authority  for  the  Department  Commander  to  reopen  your  case  as  you 
desire.     He  is  therefore  compelled  to  disapprove  of  your  request.'' 

July  23  the  defendant  wrote  the  Department  Commander  that  his  letter 
of  June  25,  which  he  said  was  read  in  the  Post  and  forwarded  by  the  Post 
Commander,  was  not  a  request  to  reopen  the  case  but  was  an  appeal,  taken 
in  accordance  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  Department  Commander  had  received 
the  official  report  of  the  action  of  the  Post  on  the  17th  of  June  and  had  ap- 
proved the  same,  for  on  the  23d  of  July,  the  date  of  the  defendant's  second 
letter  to  him,  and  unquestionably  before  it  was  received,  General  Orders  No. 
6  of  the  Department  was  published,  in  which  was  a  paragraph  approving  the 
sentence  of  the  court  and  dishonorably  discharging  the  defendant. 

When  the  case  came  to  me  it  was  accompanied  by  a  complaint  from 
Jenkins  that  he  and  his  counsel  (Comrade  Charles  W.  Bartlett,  an  eminent 
member  of  the  Boston  bar)  had  been  refused  access  to  the  Post  records, 
which  they  desired  to  inspect  in  preparing  their  case  for  the.  review  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief.  I  advised,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  ordered,  an 
opportunity  for  full  inspection,  which  was  then  promised.  I  have  since 
learned  that  the  Post  Commander  or  A(^jutant  informed  the  counsel  that  he 
could  see  the  records,  but  that  they  were  not  to  be  examined  by  his  client, 
Jenkins.  Thereupon  the  counsel,  without  applying  for  further  orders,  re- 
frained from  making  an  examination.  But  the  records  were  shown  to  me 
without  objection  and  I  have  copied  from  them  all  that  I  deem  essential 
to  the  history  of  this  case. 

As  the  appeal  rested  partly  upon  what  had  transpired  after  the  work  of 
the  court  had  been  finished,  I  permitted  the  appellant  and  the  Post  Com- 
mander to  furnish  written  evidence  of  the  events  subsequent  to  the  final 
action  of  the  court,  in  addition  to  the  records,  which  I  examined.  Tlie 
counsel  for  the  appellant  also  enlarged  his  brief.  Thus  the  case  has  become 
voluminous  and  many  of  its  features  have  but  slight  bearing  upon  the  pivotal 
points.  I  may  not  notice  all  of  them,  but  will  discuss  such  as  seem  to  me 
important. 
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Opinion. 

Was  there  a  conspiracy  agaimt  the  appellant  and  was  the  court  packed 
with  his  enemies  J  I  find  that  only  two  of  the  eight  members  of  the  court 
had  served  in  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  which  recommended  a  trial,  and  I 
cannot  find  evidence  that  they  were  hostile  or  a  complaint*  against  either  of 
them.  One  of  the  other  membei-s  of  the  court  had  kindly  sui?gested  to  Jen- 
kins in  the  Post  meeting  to  take  back  the  threat  which  he  had  made  against 
the  Commander,  and  another,  the  President  of  the  court,  plead  for  him  when 
the  report  was  first  submitted  to  the  Post  April  29.  At  least  two  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  were  Past  Commanders  and  all  of  them  seem  to  have  been 
as  good  men  as  the  Post  contained.  No  evidence  is  submitted  to  show  that 
any  of  them  had  made  remarks  hostile  to  the  defendant. 

It  was  .said  by  Judge-Advocate-General  Baldwin  (note  118*),  that  "The 
Post  Commander  in  detailing  a  court-martial  should  exercise  a  sound  discre 
tion.  He  should  not  select  those  near  of  kin  to  the  accused,  or  those  known 
to  entertain  prejudice.  *  *  *  The  accused  could  challenge  for  cause  any 
such  member. '' 

In  this  case  the  accused  did  not  challenge  any  particular  member;  he 
contented  himself  with  objecting  to  the  whole  court ;  and  3'ct  he  did  not  sea- 
sonably avail  of  his  remedy  to  request  of  the  Department  Commander  to  be 
tried  by  a  geneml  court. 

Opinion  62,  by  Judge- Advocate -General  Douglass  (note  US'*,  Blue 
Book),  held  that  if  the  defendant,  by  omitting  to  ask  for  a  general  court, 
permitted  the  Post  court  to  take  jurisdiction,  "he  must  be  considered  a< 
waiving  his  right  to  object  to  it.** 

As  to  prejudice  on  account  of  the  participation  by  two  members  of  the 
court  in  the  preliminary  inquiry  or  petition  for  the  court-martial,  Winthrop's 
Military  Law  and  Precedents  (edition  of  1890,  vol.  1,  p.  339),  having  stated 
the  general  principle  that  officers  who  sat  on  a  former  trial  should  all  be 
excluded  from  the  second  trial,  makes  a  distinction  between  completed  trials 
and  what  may  have  preceded  them,  saying: 

"But  where  the  proceedings  were  terminated  before  a  finding  was 
reached,  as  by  the  number  being  reduced  below  a  minimum,  or  the  entry  of 
a  nolle  prosequi,  or  because  of  some  military  exigency,  an  officer  who  was  a 
member  would  not  properly  be  excluded  upon  challenge  from  the  subsequent 
court  or  trial,  unless  it  appeared  that  the  effect  of  the  previous  investigation 
had  been  so  to  bias  his  judgment  that  he  no  longer  stood  indifferent  between 
the  parties.** 

If  taking  part  in  a  former  uncompleted  trial  is  not  a  disqualification, 
certainly  participation  in  a  preliminary  inquiry  cannot  be  held  as  such,  in  the 
entire  absence  of  evidence  that  it  created  bias. 

The  persistency  with  which  one  set  of  charges  after  another,  to  the 
number  of  four,  was  brought  forth  until  one  was  produced  which,  it  was 
thought,  would  hold,  is  urged  by  the  appellant  as  evidence  of  malice.  Per- 
severance is  not  a  vice.     If  comrades  had  knowledge  of  facts  which,  in  their 
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Opinion,  the  good  of  the  Order  required  should  be  investigated,  it  was  their 
duty  to  prefer  charges,  and  to  keep  preferring  them,  until,  profiting  by  prac- 
tice, they  could  produce  a  set  which  would  be  good  in  law. 

ft  is  urged  that  the  Judge- Advocate  was  prejudiced  and  did  not  try  the 
defendant  fairly.  There  is  evidence  in  the  record  that  he  believed  the  de- 
fendant guilty  and  worked  with  zeal  for  conviction,  but  I  do  not  think  a  friv- 
olous or  improper  objection  by  him  to  the  admission  of  a  certain  piece  of 
evidence  offered  by  the  defence  was  due  so  much  to  prejudice  as  to  unfamil- 
iarity  with  the  law  of  evidence.  He  was  not  a  lawyer,  nor  was  he  experienced 
in  courts-martial.  But  even  if  he  were  prejudiced,  and  if  he  objected  to 
evidence  that  he  knew  to  be  proper,  this  would  not  invalidate  the  finding  of 
the  court.  The  court  was  there  to  jirotect  the  defendant,  and  the  record 
shows  that  the  witness  was  left  at  liberty  to  give  the  testimony  that  was  offered. 
Throughout  the  trial  the  largest  liberty  seems  to  have  been  allowed  the  de- 
fendant in  putting  in  evidence. 

So  far  as  tl>e  make-up  of  the  court  was  concerned,  it  had  to  be  out  of 
members  of  the  Post  if  it  were  to  be  a  Post  court-martial.  'J'hore  is  no  evi- 
dence that  the  selections  were  made  upon  the  suggestion  of  any  combination, 
faction,  or  clique. 

The  several  rulings  against  the  defendant  during  the  trial  show  no  indi- 
cation of  a  predetermination  to  convict  Some  of  them  may  have  been 
erroneous,  but  they  were  on  immaterial  points,  and  they  do  not,  either  singly 
or  collectively,  betray  a  purpose  to  prevent  a  fair  trial. 

Now  let  us  see  how  these  facts  tally  with  the  definitions  of  a  conspiracy. 
Bouvier  defines  conspiracy  as  "nn  arrangement  between  two  or  more  persons 
to  do  an  unlawful  act  which  may  become,  by  the  combination,  injurious  lo 
others." 

The  Century  Dictionary  says:  **In  legal  usage,  a  conspiracy  is  a  com- 
bination of  two  or  more  persons,  by  some  concerted  action,  to  accomplish 
sou»e  criminal  or  unlawful  purpose,  or  to  accomplish  some  purpose  not  iu 
itself  criminal  or  unlawful,  by  criminal  or  unlawful  means." 

In  the  2d  of  Burrows,  908,  and  the  3d  of  Burrows,  1321,  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  declared  that  **  in  every  case  that  can  bo  adduced  of  conspiracy, 
the  offence  depends  upon  the  unlawful  agreement,  and  not  on  the  act  which 
follows  it ;  the  latter  is  but  evidence  of  the  former." 

In  ]  Salkcld,  174,  the  court  held  that  ''it  is  no  offence  to  conspire  to 
prosecute  a  guilty  person." 

In  the  light  of  the  foregoing  facts  and  authorities,  the  charge  of  con 
spiracy  fails.  Between  some  of  the  menibors  of  the  Post  there  was  un- 
doubtedly co-operation,  and  in  the  court,  as  in  all  courts,  there  came  to  be  a 
consensus  of  opinion,  but  if  conspiracy  existed  it  is  not  shown. 

Did  anij  irrcfjudanttf  in  the  proceed inys  deprive  (he  defendant  of  nppor- 
iuniiy  for  fair  and  fall  defetisel  Defendant's  contention  that  the  charges 
were  improperly  .v^i'rned  by  John  W.  Sprague,  unofficially,  when  they  were 
ordered  l)v  tlltj  Post  and  he  was  Post  Commander,  is  untenable.     Opinion 
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123,  by  Judge-Advocate-General  Baldwin  (note  118",  Blue  Book),  holds  that 
it  is  *  immaterial  who  prefers  the  charges."  This  accords  with  Winthrop. 
It  there  appears  in  a  note,  p.  221,  vol.  1,  that  even  an  enemy  held  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  General  Burgoyne,  preferred  a  charge  against  an  officer  of  the 
Continental  Army,  which  was  duly  tried,  and  General  Burgoyne  acted  as 
prosecutor.  In  the  Grand  Army  it  must  be  that  any  comrade  can  prefer 
charges,  whether  in  office  or  not,  and  whether  or  not  the  Post  has  taken  any 
action  on  the  subject. 

Appellant  objects  that  when  he  offered  to  prove  that  the  Commander 
of  the  Post  knew  the  status  of  the  man  who  was  vouched  for  by  the  appel- 
lant, the  evidence  was  excluded  by  the  court,  and  he  claims  that  this  exclu- 
sion was  a  fatal  error,  citing  Decision  12,  by  Commander-in-Chief  Burdettc 
(note  118*^,  Blue  Book),  in  support  thereof  He  also  claims  that  the  Com- 
mander, being  guilty,  desired  to  throw  the  blame  upon  him  and  made  up  the 
court  to  that  end.  It  is  true  that  such  evidence  was  offered  and  excluded, 
but  if  it  had  been  admitted,  the  only  effect  of  it  would  have  been  to  estab- 
lish a  divided  responsibility.  The  Commander  was  not  on  trial ;  the  appel- 
lant was.  The  Commander  may  have  been  guilty  ^  does  that  prove  the  de- 
fendant not  guilty?  In  the  case  cited  (113'*)  the  defendants  were  accused  of 
the  misappropriation  of  some  Post  property ;  they  offered  to  prove  that  it 
was  lawfully  in  their  possession  and  had  not  been  unlawfully  used  ;  this  evi- 
dence was  excluded  and  Judge-Advocate-General  Grosvenor  held  that  the 
evidence  constituted  a  material  defence  and  its  exclusion  was  ntgust  to  the 
defendant  and  a  fatal  error.  The  difference  between  that  case  and  this  is 
apparent.  What  was  offered  and  excluded  in  this  case  was  not  material  to 
the  defence  unless  it  should  be  held  that  the  offense  of  an  officer,  being  para- 
mount, excuses  the  offense  of  a  comrade.  There  is  no  such  law.  Whatever 
mistake  or  offense  the  Commander  may  have  made,  the  initial  of  the  incident 
was  with  the  appellant. 

Next  it  is  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  accepting  as  evidence  a 
letter  from  the  Adjutant  of  Post  28  that  the  vouched-for  comrade  had  been 
dropped,  instead  of  getting  a  certified  copy  of  the  record.  The  objection 
would  be  well  taken  if  it  accorded  with  all  the  facts,  but  it  does  not  As 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  case,  especially  when  taken 
in  connection  with  the  latest  developments,  it  is  desirable  to  state  the  facts 
fully. 

The  first  allusion  to  the  letter  in  the  trial  was  by  Commander  Sprague. 
The  defendant  asked  him  (Record  of  Court- Martial,  p.  77): 

**Def.  As  a  matter  of  fact  of  the  charges  now  pending,  what  do  you 
know  of  it  of  your  own  knowledge? 

*  *  Sprague.    Through  a  letter  from  Post  23. '  * 

The  next  reference  to  the  letter  is  on  page  80,  when  the  defendant  said 
**I  would  like  to  have  it  read."  It  was  read,  and  here  it  is  (written  on  Post 
letter-head): 
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**  Headquarters  Joseph  Hooker  Post  No.  28, 
"Department  of  Massachusetts,  Grakd  Army  op  the  Republic, 

"East  Boston,  Sept  11,  1896. 
^^ Commander  John  W.  Sprague,  Past  169,  Dept.  of  Mass,,  G.  A.  R.: 

**  Dear  Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  9tli  inst.,  I  am  in- 
structed to  inform  you  that  Wm.  A.  West  is  not  a  member  of  this  Post,  he 
having  been  dropped  from  the  rolls.  (I  cannot  give  the  exact  date  at  pres- 
ent, the  books  being  at  the  headquarters. )  He  has  not  been  a  member  for 
at  least  10  years. 

"Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

"  (Signed)  Geo.  E.  Harrington, 

''Adjutant  Post  SS,  Q.  A.  R.'' 

Thereupon  the  following  colloquy  took  place  : 

"  Def.  Do  you  consider  that  any  better  [perhaps  these  last  two  words 
should  be  letter  any]  evidence  of  Comrade  West's  standing  in  Post  28  ? 

"  Sprague.     I  consider  it  official. 

"Def.     Official?    How? 

"  Sprague.     It  came  from  the  Post. 

"  Def.  Is  it  not  [probably  this  should  read  R  is  nof]  a  transcript  of 
Post  23? 

"  Sj)rague.  It  is  not.  It  means  that  he  has  been  dropped  a  number  of 
years. 

"  Def.     Does  it  not  mean  that  it  is  a  personal  recollection. 

"  Sprague.     It  is  from  an  official. 

"  Def.     Does  he  not  say  so? 

"Sprague.    Yes. 

"  Def  In  a  matter  of  business  would  you  accept  it  as  a  straight  matter 
of  business  ? 

"Sprague.     I  would. 

"  Def     On  the  strength  of  that  you  have  preferred  these  charges? 

"Sprague.     I  did.'» 

At  this  point  the  court  adjourned  to  January  28. 

The  only  other  allusion  to  this  is  in  the  defendant's  argument  (p.  120),  ' 
which  is  as  follows  : 

"Admitting  that  I  vouched  for  Comrade  West,  has  it  been  proved  be- 
yond a  reasonable  doubt  that  Comrade  West  is  not  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  ? 
True,  a  letter  has  been  presented  here  from  the  adjutant  of  Post  23  that  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection  he  was  not,  but  he  distinctly  says  in  his  letter  that 
the  records  of  his  Post  are  not  accessible.  Now,  referring  to  De  Hart,  p. 
336,  on  written  testimony,  has  any  evidence  of  fact  been  presented  to  show 
that  this  letter  is  a  transcript  of  Post  28' s  records?  No.  On  the  contrary 
the  letter  says  that  the  records  were  not  accessible." 

On  the  28th  of  June,  1897,  at  a  final  hearing  which  I  had  consented  to 
give  the  defendant  and  his  counsel,  and  five  or  six  months  after  they  had  been 
given  permission  to  examine  all  the  records  and  papers  in  the  case,  the  de- 
fendant handed  to  me  the  following  affidavit : 
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''This  is  to  certify  that  I,  George  E.  Harrington,  on  oath  depose  and 
say  that  I  have  for  the  past  12  years  been  the  adjutant  of  Joseph  Hooker 
Post  No.  28,  Department  of  Massachosetts,  G.  A.  R.,  located  at  East  Bos- 
ton, that  notwithstanding  I  gave  to  John  W.  Sprague,  Commander  Post  159 
of  this  Department,  a  letter  conveying  my  best  reoollections  of  the  standing 
of  Comrade  William  A.  West  in  the  G.  A.  R.,  I  now  on  oath  depose  and  say 
that  I  have  carefully  examined  the  records,  quarterly  returns,  and  descriptive 
books  of  Post  No.  23  of  this  Department,  and  find  that  the  said  Comrade 
William  A.  West  was  never  dropped  from  membership  in  the  Post  and  that 
by  the  record  he  was  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  on  the  8th  day  of 
May,  1888. 

''(Signed)  George  E.  H\RRiyoToy, 

''Adjutant  Joseph  Hooker  Post  ^Sy  DepL  of  Mass.,  G,  A.  li. 

"Sworn  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  June,  1897. 

"(Signed)  Andrew  P.  Fisher, 

''Justice  of  the  Peace. 

"  A  true  copy.     Attest : 

"  Wm.  Henri  Irish, 

"Justice  of  the  Pecme."' 

I  had  to  decline  to  receive  this  affidavit,  because,  so  far  as  the  trial  is 
concerned,  reviewing  officers  are  confined  to  the  record. 

In  trying  to  determine  whether  or  not  it  was  a  fatal  error  for  the  court 
to  admit  the  Adjutant* s  letter,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the  letter  was  not  of- 
fered by  the  prosecution,  but  was  drawn  out  by  the  defense. 

A  party  is  estopped  from  objecting  to  what  he  himself  puts  in.  Again, 
the  A^jutant^s  letter  did  not  say  that  the  Post  records  were  inaccessible.  On 
the  contrary  it  said  they  were  at  headquarters.  Without  doubt  the  defend- 
ant would  have  been  permitted  to  examine  them  had  he  applied.  The  letter 
was  read  at  the  session  of  the  court  held  January  18,  1896.  The  court  heai-d 
testimony  at  two  sessions  after  that,  January'  21  and  27,  and  the  defendant 
had  ample  opportunity  to  produce  evidence  from  Post  28  that  West  had  not 
,  been  dropped  if  he  had  supposed  that  it  existed.  In  the  face  of  his  neglect 
to  do  it,  his  protest  against  the  letter  must  be  interpreted  as  an  objection  to 
its  form  rather  than  to  its  substance.  Had  it  been  offered  by  the  prosecution 
and  seasonably  objected  to  by  the  defendant,  the  court  might  have  excluded 
it,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  the  best  evidence  of  the  &ct,  as  a  certified 
copy  of  the  Post's  records  would  have  been  ;  but  under  the  circumstances 
the  court  did  not  err. 

It  is  objected  that  after  the  evidence  was  all  in  the  court  amended  its 
record  by  adding  the  plea  of  "  not  guilty  '*  to  the  second  specification  of  the 
third  charge.  This  is  true,  and  it  was  obviously  done  to  supply  a  clerical 
omission.  The  defendant  stoutly  denies  that  he  ever  pleaded  or  was  asked 
to  plead  to  that  specification,  and  offers  the  evidence  of  one  or  two  comrades 
to  prove  it  Being  confined  to  the  record,  I  cannot  receive  the  evidence ; 
but  the  record  shows  (p.  116),  that  the  court  voted  6  to  1  to  insert  "the  orig- 
inal memorandum**  of  the  pleadings  in  the  record,  which  at  that  time  had 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OP  THB  RBPUBLIO.  201 

lieeu  typewritten,  and  that  original  memorandum  as  copied  into  the  amended 
record  shows  that  the  defendant  pleaded  to  all  the  charges  and  specifications. 
Naturally  he  would  have  been  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  if  he  had  refused 
the  court  would  have  entered  a  plea  of  **  not  guilty,"  as  required  by  Grand 
Army  law.  This  is  the  plea  that  wets  entered.  It  is  impossible  to  see  how 
the  defendant  was  prejudiced  by  it  or  by  the  amendment  of  the  record  to 
show  it.  Several  other  amendments  in  the  interest  of  the  defendant  were 
made  at  the  same  time.  The  approval  from  day  to  day  of  the  record  cannot 
be  held  to  preclude  the  court  from  correcting  mistakes  in  it  whenever  dis- 
covered. 

The  alleged  ignoring  of  a  minority  of  the  court  after  the  informal  report 
of  its  proceedings  (April  29),  which  is  cited  as  evidence  of  conspiracy  and  is 
claimed  as  a  fetal  irregularity,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  studied.  The 
fact  itself  is  denied.  The  court's  record  shows  that  pursuant  to  order  of  Post 
Commander  it  met  June  16,  1896,  "for  the  rendering  of  an  official  report," 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  report  previously  rendered  by  Dutton,  President, 
had  been  declared  illegal.  At  this  meeting  the  Judge- Advocate  and  all  mem- 
bers of  the  court  except  the  President  and  John  Gumey  were  present.  After 
writing  some  time  the  court  chose  a  President  pro  tempore^  and  voted  to  place 
the  proceedings  and  findings  of  the  court  in  the  hands  of  the  Post  Commander, 
which  was  done.  All  this  was  regular,  and  the  alleged  lack  of  notice  rests 
upon  doubtftil  testimony.  But  if  it  were  admitted,  there  is  nothing  in  it  which 
could  alone  invalidate  the  conviction,  for  that  was  past,  or  could  change  the 
subsequent  action  of  the  Post,  for  that  did  not  depend  upon  a  narrow  majority. 

Inicni  as  an  eletnerU  of  the  offense  and  how  far  it  can  be  considered  on 
review. — The  learned  counsel  for  the  appellant  contends  (1)  that  the  defend- 
ant may  have  been  honestly  mistaken  as  to  the  standing  of  the  friend  for 
whom  he  vouched,  and  (2)  that  his  threat  upon  the  life  of  the  Post  Com- 
mander was  made  under  such  excitement  and  provocation  that  it  ought  not 
to  be  taken  too  seriou.sly,  especially  as  it  was  immediately  recalled  and  after- 
wards apologized  for  to  the  Post  These  were  good  reasons  to  urge  before 
the  court,  and  were  urged,  but  the  court  seems  to  have  been  convinced  that 
neither  reason  was  well  founded  or  sufficient. 

Reviewing  officers  cannot  retry  the  case.  If  the  evidence  showing  the 
defendant's  guilty  knowledge  under  the  first  charge  was  not  positive  and 
complete,  it  afforded  ground  for  belief,  in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the 
contrary. 

Therefore,  though  intent  was  necessary  to  the  offense  charged  and  was 
not  positively  proved,  it  is  elementary  in  law  that  intent  will  be  inferred  from 
the  offense  unless  the  circumstances  sustain  the  presumption  of  innocence. 
In  U.  S.  vs,  Baldjidge,  11  Federal  Reports,  552,  the  court  held  that  **  when 
the  proof  shows  that  an  unlawful  act  was  done,  the  law  presumes  the  intent, 
and  the  proof  of  the  act  being  a  violation  of  law  is  proof  of  the  intent" 
There  was  enough  proof  of  this  character  in  this  case  so  that,  in  my  judg- 
ment, a  reviewing  officcer  would  not  be  justified  in  reversing  the  decision  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  against  evidence.     There  is  always  a  presumption  that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


202  THIUTY-PIRST  NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENT 

the  court  decided  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  evidence  unless  the  con- 
trary is  clearly  shown,  and  in  this  case  it  is  not. 

The  intent  involved  in  the  threat  (charge  2d),  may  have  been  estimated 
either  seriously  or  lightly  by  members  of  the  court  Some  may  have  thought 
that  the  defendant  meant  what  he  said,  in  which  case  the  punishment,  if 
based  upon  that  charge  alone,  is  none  too  severa  Others  may  have  thought 
that  he  was  either  momentarily  beside  himself  with  anger,  or  that  he  was  only 
"putting  up  a  bluff,'*  and  still  the  sentence,  without  considering  the  first 
charge  at  all,  could  not  be  annulled  for  severity,  because  such  language  and 
manner  are  highly  reprehensible  in  a  Grand  Army  Post  or  anywhere  else. 

Considering  the  prompt  withdrawal  of  the  words,  however,  and  the 
apology  to  the  Post  (which  included  the  Commander,  though  he  should  have 
been  apologized  to  in  person),  it  is  hardly  likely  that  dishonorable  discharge 
would  have  been  meted  out  for  this  offense  alone  unless  the  court  was  clearly 
convinced  of  malicious  intent  I  do  not  find  in  the  case  any  such  degree  of 
malice  as  that,  and  if  I  were  able  to  see  a  way  to  disapprove  the  finding  and 
sentence  under  the  first  charge  I  should  advise  a  reduction  of  the  penalty  for 
this  offense.  But  as  the  sentence  covers  both,  and  as  the  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions definitely  prescribe  one  punishment  and  no  alternative  for  the  first 
offense,  there  is  no  occasion  to  consider  the  second  in  reference  to  degree. 

The  question  of  second  jeopardy. — A  **  reason  of  appeal"  upon  which 
both  the  appellant  and  his  counsel  lay  great  stress  is  thus  stated  in  the  brief: 

**  Because  at  a  meeting  of  the  Post  held  April  29, 1896,  properly  notified 
in  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  Post,  the  report  of  the  court-martial  was 
presented  to  thePost  in  the  manner  requested  by  the  Commander  in  accord- 
ance with  the  suggestion  of  the  Department  Commander,  accepted  by  the 
Commander  of  the  Post,  with  all  records  and  findings  properly  signed  and  in 
his  possession,  made  the  subject  of  discussion  and  voted  upon  by  the  Post, 
vote  standing  27  for  acquittal,  24  for  conviction.  The  comrade  stood  then 
as  if  the  charges  had  never  been  made,  his  innocence  established." 

If  this  statement  were  correct  it  might  well  end  this  case.  But  we 
have  seen  that  it  is  at  variance  with  the  facts.  The  report  of  the  court- 
martial  was  not  authenticated  by  the  Judge- Advocate,  had  not  been  pre- 
sented and  reviewed  by  the  Post  Commander,  was  not  submitted  by  him  in 
fact  or  under  advice  by  the  Department  Commander,  and  because  of  these 
irregularities  the  Department  Commander  and  the  Post  Commander  declared 
the  Post's  action  upon  it  null,  sending  "all  proceedings  back  to  the  court 
for  a  report  made  in  accordance  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations."  This  is 
shown  by  the  Post  records,  by  the  petition  of  forty  members  of  the  Post,  by 
the  letter  of  the  Department  Commander,  and  by  the  written  declaration  of 
the  Post  Commander.  I  do  not  see  how  this  array  of  evidence  can  be 
doubted. 

In  a  communication  to  the  Department  Commander,  dated  June  25, 
1896,  the  defendant  protested  (1)  against  the  vote  of  June  17,  "on  the  ground 
that  a  comrade  cannot  be  twice  placed  in  jeopardy,"  and  (2)  that  "an  sp- 
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peal  from  an  action  already  taken  can  only  be  made  by  the  accused  and  not 
by  the  accuser/' 

He  was  correct  about  the  right  of  appeal,  but  in  error  about  being 
twice  placed  in  jeopardy.  He  confused  the  review  and  revision  of  the  trial 
with  the  trial  itself.  There  has  never  been  a  second  trial  of  the  defendant 
or  even  a  suggestion  that  he  be  tried  again.  All  that  the  Post  sought  to  do, 
and  all  that  it  subsequently  did,  was  to  have  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
brought  properly  before  it  for  approval  or  disapproval.  When  this  was  done 
the  Post  acted  upon  the  record.  There  was  no  new  evidence  pro  or  con.  A 
review  is  not  a  trial.  A  trial  may  be  reviewed  once  or  more,  and  the  court's 
finding  and  record  revised  once  or  more,  and  yet  the  defendant  not  be  twice 
put  in  jeopardy.  The  review  did  not  and  could  not  enlarge  the  trial  or  judg- 
ment. 

As  this  supposed  second  hazard  is  one  of  the  most  important  points  in 
the  case,  a  glance  at  the  law  is  desirable.  Bouvier,  under  the  title  ^*jeo- 
pardy,"  says: 

*'  The  constitution  declares  that '  no  person  shall  for  the  same  offense 
be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  and  limb. '  The  meaning  of  this  is,  that  the 
party  shall  not  be  tried  a  second  time  for  the  same  offense  after  he  has  once 
been  acquitted  or  convicted  of  the  ofifense  charged  by  the  verdict  of  a  jury, 
and  judgment  has  passed  thereon  for  or  against  him ;  but  it  does  not  mean 
that  he  shall  not  be  tried  for  the  offense  if  the  jury  have  been  discharged, 
from  necessity  or  consent,  without  giving  any  verdict ;  or,  if  having  given  a 
verdict,  judgment  has  been  arrested  upon  it,  or  a  new  trial  has  been  granted 
in  his  favor ;  for,  in  such  a  case,  his  life  and  limb  cannot  judicially  be  said  to 
have  been  put  in  jeopardy." 

"The  authorities  cited  in  which  this  doctrine  is  held  are :  4  Wash.,  C. 
C.  R.,  410 ;  9  Wheat.  R.,  579 ;  6  Serg.  k  Rawle,  577 ;  8  Rawle  R.,  498 ;  8 
Story  on  the  Constitution,  sec.  178.     Vide  2  Sumn.  R.,  19. 

This  subject  is  more  fully  discussed  by  Chancellor  Kent  in  his  Com- 
mentaries, Vol.  1.,  p.  662,  note,  and  he  shows  that  the  cases  fully  sustain  the 
right  of  a  second  trial  when  the  first  trial  was  not  complete.  If,  then,  a  sec- 
ond trial  is  lawful  when  the  first  trial  stopped  short  of  finality,  paripcLssu  a 
revision  afler  trial,  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the  law  in  making  up 
the  record  and  securing  a  proper  review,  not  only  does  not  conflict  with  the 
constitutional  inhibition  as  to  jeopardy,  but  tends  to  a  more  perfect  observ- 
ance of  it  by  saving  the  trial  from  being  a  mistrial. 

The  duty  of  review  and  rermoit.-^The  appellant  claims  that  the  re- 
port of  the  court  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Commander,  properly  signed  by  the 
President  and  Judge- Advocate,  on  the  night  of  April  29,  and  assuming  that 
it  was  not  the  Commander's  duty  to  review  it  and  submit  it  to  the  Post,  con- 
tends that  it  was  regularly  put  before  them  by  the  President  of  the  court,  and 
that  the  action  then  taken  was  regular  and  should  have  ended  the  case.  I 
find  otherwise.  The  report  that  night  was  authenticated  by  only  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President.  The  record  shows  this,  and  the  Judge- Advocate  cer- 
tifies to  it.  *  On  review  the  Post  Commander  and  the  Department  Commander 
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so  found  the  fact.  Moreover,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Post  Commaudei',  as  the 
**  person  ordering  the  court,"  to  review  its  finding.  There  is  no  law  to  jus- 
tify his  neglect  or  refusal  to  do  it.  His  omission  to  do  it  and  to  first  see  that 
the  report  was  properly  authenticated,  constituted  an  irregularity  which  jus- 
tified the  Department  Commander  in  sending  the  case  back  to  him  and  justi- 
fied either  him  or  the  Post  or  both  in  sending  it  back  to  the  court  for  authen- 
tication and  delivery  to  him  for  the  review  which  he  subsequently  gave.  So 
far  from  this  act  of  the  Department  Commander  being  an  unwarrantable  in 
terference,  it  was  the  performance  of  a  clear  duty.  Judge- Advocate-General 
Cogawell  held  (Note  36»,  Blue  Book)  that  a 

**  Department  Commander  may  issue  an  order  to  annul  the  illegal  pro- 
ceedings of  a  Post.  Department  Commander  can  overrule  decisions  of  a 
Post  Commander  without  an  appeal  having  been  taken." 

As  to  supervisory  power  of  Department  Commander,  the  same  eminent 
authority  declared  (note  34^,  Blue  Book),  the  question  being  as  to  the  validity 
of  Department  Commander's  order  to  investigate  a  Post  election: 

"I  am  of  opinion  that  the  validity  of  the  order  of  the  Department 
Commander  in  this  case  is  not  affected  by  the  manner  in  which  said  paper 
or  appeal  was  forwarded  to  headquarters  (and  how  it  was  forwarded  don't 
appear),  for  the  Department  Commander  had  a  right  to  order  such  investi. 
gation  if  he  believed  it  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  order,  or  his  duty 
upon  ascertaining  the  facts,  no  matter  by  what  means  obtained,  or  even  upon 
suspicion  of  the  facts,  without  any  communication  or  paper  whatever.  I  am 
of  opinion  that  such  power  may  safely  be  inferred  from  the  undefined  gen- 
eral powers  which  such  executive  and  administmtive  officers  must  necessa- 
rily have." 

See,  also,  opinion  by  Judge- Advocate-General  Douglass  (note  113^, 
Blue  Book),  and  the  authorities  there  cited.  Judge- Advocate-General 
Lochren  (note  113*®)  speaks  of  observance  of  the  "prescribed  mode  of  pro- 
cedure" as  one  of  the  essentials.  The  104th  Article  of  War  provides  as 
follows: 

**No  sentence  of  court-martial  shall  be  carried  into  execution  until  the 
same  shall  have  been  approved  by  the  officer  ordering  the  court,  or  by  the 
oflScer  commatiding  for  the  time  being." 

Section  0,  article  G,  chapter  5  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  contains  a 
similar  provision.  It  makes  review  **by  the  officer  ordering"  the  court  nec- 
essary, and  in  case  of  sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge  a  review  by  the 
**  officer  next  superior  to  the  one  ordering  the  court,"  is  also  made  necessar}'. 
De  Hart  (203  et  seq. ),  Benet  ( 14G  et  seq.),  and  Wiutlirop  (vol.  1,  686)  all  treat 
of  review  as  requisite  and  speak  of  return  and  rcvi.-*ion  for  curin<?  defects  in 
record  and  procedure  as  proper  and  usual.  And  Winthrop  (vol.  1,  687)  says 
the  reviewing  officer  **  must  act  personally.  He  cannot  delegate  his  function 
as  reviewing  authority  to  another  officer,  as  a  staff  officer  or  an  inferior  com- 
mander, to  act  in  his  stead.  If  he  a.s8umes  to  do  so  the  act  of  hitf  delegate 
will  be  of  no  legal  virtue." 
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lu  this  case,  therefore,  if  the  Post  Commander  delegated  this  work  to 
the  President  of  the  Court,  as  claimed  by  the  appellant,  the  proceeding  was 
irregular  and  void. 

Irregidarif*/  in  reriewing,  and  the  effect  thereof. — A  question  of  more 
serious  import  to  the  present  determination  of  tliis  case  is  presented  in  the 
contention  of  the  defendant  that  by  vote  of  the  Post  there  was  to  have  been 
no  action  by  the  Post  upon  the  findings  of  the  Court  except  at  a  **  notified 
meeting,"  though  this  is  a  stronger  statement  than  the  record  presents. 

By  reference  to  the  statement  of  the  case  it  will  be  seen  that  the  vote 
of  the  Post  April  15  was  that  *'  the  comrades  be  notified  of  the  time  that  the 
report  of  the  court-martial  will  come  before  the  Post."  The  Adjutant 
claims  that  this  instruction  was  fully  complied  with  before  April  29,  and  lit- 
erally it  was.  The  meetings  of  June  10  and  17  were  regular  meetings,  of 
which  it  was  not  customary  to  give  notice. 

It  is  claimed  that  friends  of  the  defendant  were  present  June  10,  when 
a  revision  of  the  court's  report  was  ordered  by  the  Post,  and  that  through 
them  he  probably  had  actual  notice. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  in  my  judgment  a  notice  that  the  Jenkins  case  would 
be  acted  upon  should  have  been  mailed  to  every  member  of  the  Post  a 
reasonable  time  before  the  meetings  of  June  10  and  17.  If  this  was  not 
strictly  required  by  the  vote  of  April  15,  such  is  a  fair  interpretation  of  its 
meaning.  That  vote  was  in  the  nature  of  a  ^by-law,  and  though  limited  to  a 
single  case,  was  justly  applicable  to  every  meeting  when  this  case  was  to  be 
considered.     The  question  now  is,  was  the  omission  of  such  notice  fatal? 

It  seems  to  me  fatal  to  what  was  then  done,  but  that  it  should  in  no  way 
affect  what  had  been  done  previously.  It  leaves  the  decision  of  the  court 
untouched,  save  that  it  was  approved  by  the  Commander.  The  action  of  a 
Post  upon  a  court-martial  is  a  part  of  the  process  of  review,  and  should  of 
course  be  confined  to  the  record,  but  without  doubt  the  members  can  fully 
discuss  the  case  as  shown  by  the  record,  and  can  take  into  account  its  own 
interest,  and  the  good  of  the  Order,  as  well  as  the  questions  pertaining  to  the 
regularity  of  the  court's  proceedings  and  the  sufficiency  of  evidence. 

But  it  cannot  change  the  sentence.  The  vote  must  be  approval  or  dis- 
approval. If  the  latter,  the  case  will  end  there  and  the  defendant  will  be  a 
member  of  the  Post  in  good  standing.  If  the  former,  then  the  defendant 
may  appeal,  but  in  the  appeal  will  be  confined  to  questions  arising  from  the 
action  of  the  Post  in  this  proposed  review,  and  to  whatever  may  be  done  by 
the  appellate  authorities  below  the  highest  I  thus  particularize  because  the 
other  grounds  of  appeal — those  pertaining  to  the  trial  and  the  report  of  the 
finding — have  been  passed  upon  in  this  present  review. 

I  advise,  therefore,  that  the  order  of  the  Department  Commander  dis- 
honorably discharging  the  defendant  be  disapproved  and  revoked,  and  that 
the  approval  of  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  which  was  voted  by  the 
Post  on  the  17th  of  June,  1896,  be  annulled  and  reversed,  and  that  the  Post 
Commander  be  ordered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Post,  through  the  adjutant, 
to  hear  this  decision,  and  to  review  and  approve  or  disapprove  the  sentence 
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of  the  court-martial)  by  mailing  a  notice  to  each  member  of  the  Post  at  least 
six  days  before  the  meeting,  and  also  to  the  defendant,  and  that  the  result  of 
its  action  be  certified  to  Department  Headquarters  for  review  by  the  Depart- 
ment Commander  and  orders  thereon.  To  this  end  I  advise  that  the  record 
of  the  court-martial  and  all  the  papers  in  the  case  be  returned  to  the  Post 
through  department  headquarters. 

In  conduition. — I  feel  that  an  apology  is  due  for  having  discussed  this 
case  at  such  wearisome  length.  I  have  done  it  because  the  appellant  and  his 
counsel  seemed  so  entirely  confident  of  the  correctness  of  their  views  of  both 
the  facts  and  the  law,  because  they  have  made,  and  may  continue  to  make,  a 
plucky  fight  for  restoration,  and  for  defeating  what  I  have  no  doubt  the  ap- 
pellant honestly  regards  as  a  foul  conspiracy  against  him,  and  because  the 
case  involves  principles  and  practice,  the  elucidation  of  which  may  be  of 
some  value  in  Grand  Army  jurisprudence.  By  omitting  to  treat  of  complaints 
that  did  not  seem  to  me  important,  I  am  conscious  that  I  may  have  overlooked 
what  another  might  have  regarded  as  having  some  bearing,  and  it  would  be 
presumption  in  me  to  assume  that  I  have  made  no  error  in  stating  the  law 
and  the  fact. 

The  appellant  has  a  splendid  record  of  service  and  promotion  as  a  sol- 
dier. His  fighting  qualities  and  more  than  average  ability  impelled  him  to 
ambitious  service  in  the  Grand  Army  which  was  impatient  of  the  restraints 
of  his  environment.  The  case  shows  that  relations  between  him  and  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Post  had  long  been  strained.  All  efforts  at  concilia- 
tion failed.  He  is  entitled  to  impartial  justice,  and  every  member  of  the  Post 
is  entitled  to  an  opportunity,  under  fair  notice,  to  say  whether,  in  passing 
upon  the  sentence,  he  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  Order  or  not. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  AIDE-DE-CAMP  AND  CHIEF 
OF  STAFF. 

HEADQUARTEItS    GrAND    ArMY    OF   THE    REPUBLIC, 

Offk  E  OF  Senior  Aide-de-Camp  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

Troy,  Ohio,  August  15,  1897. 
Thaddeuh  S.  Clark.son, 

(hmmamhi'in-Chiefy  G,  A,  li,: 

Dear  Sir  ami  Commander: 

Allow  me  to  express  to  you  my  most  heartfelt  thanks  for 
the  honor  you  conferred  upon  me  by  appointing  me  to  be  your 
Senior  Aide-<le-Camp  and  Chief  of  StaiF.  In  accepting  the  po- 
sition I  did  not  do  so  without  doubts  in  my  own  mind  as  to  my 
ability  to  fill  the  position  as  well  as  my  immediate*  predecensory 
and  at  the  close  of  my  year's  work  my  mind  is  not  as  free  from 
those  doubts  as  I  had  wished  it  might  l>e.  However,  I  have 
done  the  l>est  I  could,  and  if  I  have,  in  a  measure,  fillwl  the  po- 
sition to  merit  your  approval  as  well  as  a  Private  Soldia-  could 
be  expected  to  do,  I  am  satisfied,  and  I  again  thank  you  for  per- 
mitting me  to  l)e  one  of  your  official  family  during  your  admin- 
istration of  our  noble  organization. 

In  making  my  reiK)rt,  a-*  you  have  requesttKl  me  to  do,  I 
hardly  know  where  to  begin.  I  would  most  especially  call  the 
attention  of  the  comrades  who  may  hei'eafter  Ix?  appointed  Aides- 
de-Camp  to  the  national  staiF  associations  formed  in  seveitd  De- 
partments during  the  {)ast  year,  and  can  refer  to  their  united  ef- 
forts as  being  the  most  useful  way  to  encourage  active  work  on 
the  part  of  the  Aides-de-Camp  for  the  benefit  of  the  weak  and 
discouraged  Posts.  SptHjial  rei)orts  from  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  New  York,  and  Illinois,  where  staff  associatioas  are 
formed,  have  thoroughly  convinced  me  that  this  is  a  move  in  the 
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right  diiXK^tioii,  and  I  most  earnestly  hope  that  in  the  coming 
year  there  may  be  more  of  these  associations.  I  cannot  refrain 
from  particularizing  the  Chicago  Staff  Association  and  that  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  think  in  the  years  to  come  that  the  comrades 
who  may  l>e  honored  with  the  appointment  as  Aides-de-Camp  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  could  be  benefited  by  corresponding 
with  either  of  these  associations.  I  have  received  during  the 
year  697  letters  making  reports  of  Aides'  work,  and  in  most  all 
of  them  the  work  has  been  successfully  done  and  ceilainly  will 
be  fniitful  of  good,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my 
thanks,  through  you,  to  each  of  the  Aides-de-Camp  for  their  un- 
tiring eflForts  in  trying  to  comply  with  the  requests  of  Greneral 
Oixlers.  While  I  have  Ixicn  very  busy  this  year  in  my  every  day 
work,  it  has  given  me  pleasure  to  perform  the  duties  you  have 
aligned  to  me,  as  well  as  it  was  possible  for  me  to  do,  and  if  I 
have  erred,  it  was  not  a  fault  of  the  heail. 
Again  thanking  you,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  F.,  C,  and  L., 

J.  CORY  WINANS, 
Senior  Aide-de-Chmp  and  Chief  of  Staff, 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  AIDE  ON  MILITARY  INSTRUCTION 
.IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Office  of  Chief  Aide  on  Military   Instruction  in 
Public  Sc^hoolh, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  August  15,  1897. 

Thaddeus  S.  Clarkson, 

Oommander'in'Chief,  (hand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Dear  Sir  and  Comrade: 

I  have  the  honor  to  render  the  following  report  upon  the 
work  done  in  advancing  the  cause  of  the  introduction  of  Mili- 
tary Instruction  in  the  Public  Schools. 

There  was  considerable  delay  in  setniring  the  Aides  to  take 
charge  of  the  work  in  the  different  Departments.  As  it  involved 
the  devotion  of  considerable  time  and  exi>ense  for  correspondence 
and  other  work,  comrades  were  not  infre(iuently  obliged  to  decline 
to  serve.  Those  who  finally  accepted  deserve  great  credit  lor  tlie 
patriotic  spirit  which  imi>elle<l  them  to  devote  their  time  and 
money  to  a  task  which  must  have  bt»en  at  times  very  onerous. 
As  far  as  practicable  the  nominations  were  made  of  comrades  who 
had  served  as  Aides  under  the  previous  administrations.  I  com- 
mend this  to  my  successor,  to  ensure  continuity  of  the  work. 

In  order  to  give  the  work  involved  a  fixed  and  definite 
status,  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  a  Department  be  created 
similar  in  its  organization  and  status  to  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs, 
Quartermaster-Grcnerars,  Inspector-GeneraPs,  and  other  Depart- 
ments^ to  be  called  "The  Department  of  Military  Instruction  in 
Public  Schools,"  or  in  brief,  "  Department  of  Military  Instruc- 
tion." The  organization  to  be  as  follows : 
14 
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First — A  Chief  Aide  on  Military  Instruction,  and  an  As- 
sistant Chief  Aide,  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Second — One  Aide  on  Military  Instniction  for  each  De- 
partment, nominated  by  the  Chief  Aide,  with  concurrence  of  the 
Department  Commander,  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Third — ^Assistant  Aides  on  Military  Instniction,  nominated 
by  the  Aide  on  Military  Instruction  for  the  Department,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Department  Commander,  to  the  Chief  Aide  on 
Military  Instruction,  who  submits  the  same  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  for  appointment. 

The  Chief  Aide  shall  have  the  rank  and  wear  the  insignia 
of  other  heads  of  the  Departments  of  tlie  staff  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

The  Assistant  Chief  Aide  and  the  Aides  for  Dei)artnient5 
shall  have  the  rank  and  wear  the  insignia  of  the  Aides  on  the 
Commander-in-Chief's  Staff.  The  Assistant  Aides  on  Military 
Instruction  stiall  wear  the  insignia  of  the  Aides  on  the  Depart- 
ment Commander's  Staff,  but  they  shall  have  the  ribbon  usod  by 
the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 

The  stationery  and  printed  matter  i-etjuired  for  the  use  of 
the  Chief  Aide  shall  be  provided  from,  or  authorized  by.  National 
Headquarters. 

That  required  for  the  Aides  for  Departments  shall  \yv  pro- 
vided by  the  Department  Headquarter. 

Necessary  postage  expenses  shall  Ix!  providwl  for  tJie  Chief 
Aide  by  the  National  Headquarteiv,  and  shall  not  exceed  one 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  l>e  reimbui*sed  semi-annually  on 
vouchers  of  the  usual  fonn. 

Theix)stage  expenses  for  the  Department  Aides  shall  not 
exceed  twenty  dollars  per  annum,  and  shall  be  provided  from  the 
Department  Headquarters  on  suitable  vouchers,  rendercxl  semi- 
annually. 

Correspondence  in  the  Department  shall  \ye  through  the 
regular  channel  of  the  Department. 

Aides  shall  issue  all  circulars  required,  only  after  approval 
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by  the  Department  Commander,  and  when  practicable,  through 
the  Assistant  Adjutant-Greneral.  The  Assistant  Aides  shall 
render  their  report  to  the  Aide  of  their  respective  Departments 
no  later  than  tvvo  months  preceding  the  date  fixed  for  the  Na- 
tional Encampment. 

The  Aides  shall  render  their  repoits  to  the  Chief  Aide  no 
later  than  seven  weeks  preceding  the  date  fixed  for  the  National 
Encampment,  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Department 
Commander. 

The  Chief  Aide  shall  render  his  report  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  at  least  one  month  before  the  date  fixed  for  the  Na- 
tional Encampment. 

But  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Southern  States, 
owing  apparently  to  the  opposition  of  the  Confederate  Veterans 
to  the  Grand  Army,  embittered  by  the  controversy  on  the  ques- 
tion of  School  Histories. 

As  the  movement  for  the  introduction  of  Military  Instruc- 
tion in  the  Public  Schools  is  for  securing  the  defense  of  the 
nation  from  attack  without,  the  Southern  States  are  as  much 
concerned  in  the  future  of  the  Nation  as  are  the  others.  The 
welfare  of  any  state  or  section  of  the  country  is  as  much  in- 
volved in  the  welfare  of  the  rest  of  the  nation  as  the  stomach, 
brains,  and  other  portions  of  the  human  body  are  interdepend- 
ent One  cannot  thrive  without  the  others.  I  trust  that  this 
will  be  fully  recognized  in  the  Southern  States  as  elsewhere,  and 
that  support  will  be  given  in  the  future  to  the  eiforts  to  intnxluce 
the  Military  Instruction  in  the  Public  Schools. 

Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  New  Jersey,  Iowa, 
Colorado,  and  Ohio ;  some  progress  lias  also  been  made  in  Dela- 
ware and  Maine.  Whilst  progress  has  been  made  in  New  York 
State,  I  regret  to  report  that  there  has  been  a  retrogression  in 
New  York  City,  owing  to  a  predominance  of  sentimental  views 
in  the  Board  of  Education. 

I  deem  it  of  interest,  if  not  important,  to  give  here,  in  its 
entirety,  the  report  of  the  Aide  for  the  Department  of  Utah,  as 
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showing  the  effect  of  this  part  of  the  work  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  upon  the  sentiment  of  loyalty  to  country  and 
flaor  in  that  part  of  our  Union : 

REPORT  OF  AIDE  FOR  DEPARTMENT  OF  UTAH. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  July  4,  1885,  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were 
pUiced  at  half-mast  in  this  city.  When  questioned  as  to  the  reason  therefor, 
those  in  authority,  and  by  whose  direction  the  flags  were  thus  floating,  replied 
**  that  July  4th  was  not  their  holiday,  and  that  the  government  was  an  enemy 
to  the  state — then  territory — or  the  people  thereof."  The  few  old  soldiers 
then  in  this  place  promptly  caused  all  flags  to  be  placed  at  the  very  top  mast 
and  remain  there  during  the  day.  One  year  later  the  official  Church  organ 
stated  that  the  flags  could  not  be  placed  at  half-mast,  but  the  feeling  of  the 
people  was  just  the  same  as  it  was  one  year  before.  Many  places  in  the  state 
were  not  fortunate  enough  to  possess  a  single  flag,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
many  more  did  not  understand  what  the  flag  meant,  much  less  what  it  cost. 
It  was,  therefore,  deemed  best  to  teach,  as  far  as  practicable,  patriotism  and 
love  and  veneration  for  the  flag  before  military  instructions  were  extensively 
given  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state.  From  the  teaching  of  the  former 
the  natural  sequence  would  be  the  latter.  With  the  first  end  primarily  in 
view^  the  purpose  was  to  present  to  the  public  schools  of  each  town  where 
there  was  a  military  organization,  a  flag,  with  appropriate  and  patriotic  cere- 
monies, and  invite  such  organization  to  participate  therein.  Through  the 
generosity  of  the  Yotiilis  Companion^  of  Boston,  the  necessary  flags  and 
programs  were  secured.  Here  it  may  be  properly  observed  that  in  some  of 
the  public  schools  to  which  flags  were  presented  not  a  single  Gentile  child 
was  in  attendance,  all  Mormons,  including  teachers.  It  was  the  good  for- 
tune of  your  Aide  to  have  with  him  at  these  presentations  a  flag  which  was 
carried  at  and  through  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  and  a  copy  of  the  Vicksburg 
CitizcHj  dated  July  2,  186;$,  wall  paper  edition.  Flags  have  been  presented 
to  the  public  schools  of  the  following  places  in  the  state  to-wit:  Tooele, 
Farmington,  Morgan,  Hyruni,  Laketown,  Brigham  City,  Cannonville,  Pan- 
guitch,  Circleville,  Richfield,  Manti,  Chester,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Heber,  Charles- 
ton, Beaver,  Fillmore,  Spanish  Fork,  and  St.  George.  Each  place  received 
one,  except  Beaver,  which  place  received  four,  one  for  each  school  building. 
Flags  have  been  promised  to  the  Normal  School  building  at  Cedar  City 
when  completed,  the  High  School  at  Richfield,  and  the  public  schools  at 
Fountain  Green.  Most  of  these  presentations  were  made  personally,  and 
many  hundred  miles  of  stage  riding  over  mountains  and  deserts  was  required. 
At  all  the  exercises  old,  middle-aged,  and  young  people  attended,  and  the 
schools  of  each  and  everj'  place  entered  fully  into  the  spirit  of  the  occasion. 
It  was  encouraging  and  inspiring  to  hear  Mormon  children,  many  of  whom 
had  never  before  seen  a  flag,  singing  with  earnestness  and  patriotic  zeal  **  The 
Star-Spangled  Banner,''  ''America,"  and  other  songs  of  like  natnre.     At 
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many  of  the  exercises  Mormon  Bishops  and  State  Presidents  fervently  and 
reverently  prayed  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  and  the  sacred  preserva- 
tion of  the  flag.  There  exists  in  the  people  of  this  inter-mountain  region  a 
natural  military  spirit  of  a  high  order,  and  if  properly  directed  by  untainted 
patriotism,  will  be  productive  of  much  good  to  state  and  nation.  Salt  Lake, 
Ogden,  and  one  or  two  other  places  are  well  advanced.  Especially  is  this 
the  case  in  the  first  named  place.  Each  public  school  building  in  Salt  Lake 
has  a  flag  and  each  school  has  a  military  organization.  There  is  honorable 
rivalry  and  pride  in  each  of  these  organizations.  A  competent  officer  of  the 
National  Guard  is  detailed  to  give  instructions  to  each  school.  Last  Memo- 
rial Day  more  than  600  of  these  school  boys,  under  command  of  Comrade 
Corser,  Gth  N.  H.  Infantry,  took  part.  The  enthusiasm  of  the  boys  knew 
no  bounds,  and  they  made  a  fine  showing.  When  the  schools  open  in  Salt 
Lake  in  September  the  intention  is  to  begin  a  systematic  course  of  military 
instruction,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  each  school.  The  cheerful  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  Superintendents  and  school  officers  has  been  secured. 
The  work  can  easily  radiate  from  this  point.  That  the  work  above  indicated 
has  been  productive  of  much  good  cannot  be  doubted.  The  visit  of  the 
National  Commander  to  this  Department  was  of  vast  benefit,  not  to  the  com- 
rades alone,  but  in  the  line  of  patriotic  work. 

This  necessarily  brief  report  is  not  one  upon  "  Military  Instructions  in 
the  Public  Schools"  strictly  speaking,  but  reaches  to  a  principle  of  more 
grave  importance,  patriotism.  Without  the  last  the  former  might  bring  evil 
results.  This  is  the  apology  of  your  Aide  for  the  course  adopted,  and  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  is  hoped  will  be  accepted. 

Respectfnlly  submitted, 

E.  W.  TATLOCK, 
Special  Aide  on  Military  Instritctionin  Public  Schools ,  DepL  Utah^  G.  A.  H. 

The  movement  has  not  met  with  full  success  in  other  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  owing  chiefly  to  the  following  reasons  : 

First — ^Expense  involved. 

Second — ^Lack  of  Instructors. 

Third — Crowded  curriculum  of  schools. 

Fourth — ^Opposition  on  sentimental  grounds  based  on  the 
wickedness  of  wars  and  the  fear  that  the  military  instruction 
will  tend  to  create  a  warlike  spirit. 

To  these  objections  we  may  ix^ply  that  the  expense  involved 
is  but  a  trifle  compared  to  the  good  to  be  obtained.  We  might 
cut  off  or  reduce  some  of  the  ornamental  elements  now  being  in- 
troduced in  our  public  S(*hools,  to  civate  a  patriotic  spirit  in  the 
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rising  generation  and  prepare  them  to  perform  their  public  du- 
ties in  very  deeds,  and  not  merely  in  woi^dn. 

As  to  the  others,  I  have  simply  to  ask,  are  we  prepared  to 
assume  that  we  are  never  to  be  involved  in  a  war  from  this  time 
and  neglect  all  measures  for  defense,  dismantle  our  forts,  lay  up 
our  navy,  discharge  our  army  ?  Unless  we  provide  an  effective 
defense,  we  might  as  well  have  none,  and  trust  to  the  philan- 
thropy and  honor  of  all  other  nations.  As  to  the  likelihood  of 
our  views  bding  always  accepted  by  other  nations,  I  have  but  to 
point  to  our  recent  complications  with  England,  Spain,  and  Ja- 
pan. The  recent  action  of  Congress  as  to  the  tariff,  l)ased  upon 
what  is  thought  best  for  our  own  welfare,  has  embittered  and 
outraged  all  Europe.  It  has  created  a  spirit  which  will  look 
upon  all  acts  of  the  United  States  through  hostile  eyes,  and  will 
possibly  force  complications,  which  will  lead  to  the  arbitrament 
of  arms.  This  will  be  all  the  more  likely  to  occur  if  they  see 
us  neglectin;^^  our  defensive  preparations.  Arbitration  will  not 
be  resorted  to  with  ttic  weak  and  defenseless. 

I  submit  herewith  extracts  from  a  paper  by  Lieutenant- 
Col.  James  Jacksou,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  on 

** CONDITIONS  OF  NATIONAL  PERMANENCE.' 

'•But  patriotism  of  itself  will  not  save  the  republic;  coupled  with  it 
must  be  power.  Weakness  for  defense  or  offense  is  another  and  perhaps  the 
greatest  menace  to  the  permanence  of  the  republic.  Among  the  great  mili- 
tary powers  rank  and  consideration  is  accorded  a  nation  just  in  proportion  to 
ita  ability  to  defend  its  territory  or  its  interests,  and  to  inflict  injury  in  these 
respects  upon  other  nations.  It  does  not  need  much  research  in  ancient  or 
modern  history  to  know  that  weak  people  and  feeble  governments  have  re- 
ceived little  consideration  and  short  shrift  when  their  interests  or  existence 
ran  counter  to  those  of  strong  military  powers.  Current  history  shows  us 
that  the  world  is  no  better  in  this  respect  to-day  than  in  the  past. 
*********** 

**  We  have  the  greatest  country,  taking  all  things  into  consideration,  oc- 
cupied by  any  nation  on  the  globe,  and  are  entitled  to  and  should  stand  in 
the  foremost  rank  of  nations  in  influence  and  consideration,  but  can  only  do 
so  by  making  it  apparent  that  neither  our  territory,  allies,  or  commercial  in- 
terests can  be  attacked  with  impunity. 
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^*Our  experieuce  during  the  civil  war  should  teach  us  how  gladly  some 
of  the  monarchical  governments  of  Europe  would  welcome  our  dissolution 
and  how  quickly  they  would  seize  upon  an  occasion  of  weakness  to  plant 
their  standards  upon  this  hemisphere,  and  should  induce  us  as  a  measure  of 
ordinary  prudence  to  keep  the  military  strength  of  our  country  in  such  a 
condition  of  effectiveness  that  any  nation,  or  combination  of  nations,  would 
think  twice  before  traversing  our  policies,  interfering  with  our  boundaries,  or 
molesting  our  commerce. 
***  *  *  *  »  *  «  «« 

'•  We  are  the  one  people  feared,  from  a  business  point  of  view,  by  Eu- 
ropean nations ;  our  commercial  activity,  enterprise,  and  ingenuity  have  al- 
ready seriously  cut  into  their  revenues  and  means  of  subsistence  ;  its  contin- 
uance and  increase  will  mean  their  commercial  decay,  consequently  no  effort 
or  struggle  will  be  omitted  by  them  to  limit  that  increase  or  reduce  it  to 
innocuous  proportions.  Nearly  all  great  European  nations  are  striving  for 
the  trade  fields  es^sential  to  our  prosperity ;  when  this  competition  reaches 
the  point  that  involves  national  prosperity  or  decadence,  arbitration  will  fail 
to  compose  such  differences  and  the  song  of  '* Universal  Peace"'  will  be 
hushed  in  the  cla^h  of  <Mnl)att]ed  nations  struggling  for  existence. 

'•The  young  men  of  our  race  should  be. taught  to  consider  the  defense 
of  the  government  and  the  maintenance  of  its  integrity  a  part  of  their  civic 
duty,  and  a  preparation  for  such  defense  a  necessary  concomitant  of  American 
citizenship.  As  a  qualification  for  such  citizenship  a  fair  knowledge  of  the 
militar}-  art  should  be  imparted  in  all  our  principal  schools,  and  no  diploma 
ever  given  that  does  not  carry  with  it  some  qualification  in  this  study.  Only 
by  some  such  means  can  we  avoid  maintaining  a  large  regular  army  and  still 
hold  our  place  among  world  powers,  or  be  sure  of  any  considerable  per- 
manence. A  weak  government,  if  a  republic,  is  simply  the  expression  of  a 
Weak  people.  Hope  for  the  future  lies  in  our  feeling  and  being  strong 
enough  to  say  to  nations  that  would  thwart  our  destiny  or  limit  our  field  of 
action.  '^Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther.' 
»  rt  •::•  •:;-  -;«■■»«■■»**>!<■•» 

"  Wc  are  the  richest  and  most  exposed  nation  in  the  world;  the  unpro- 
tected wealth  piled  on  our  seaboards  is  a  constant  temptation  to  needy  mili- 
tary powers  to  combine  and  take  it.  The  cofttis  belli  will  not  be  hard  to  find 
when  once  a  combination  ij?  formed  that  promises  success  ;  sentiment  or  jus- 
tice will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  cause ;  power,  greed,  self-interest  are 
still  the  dominant  factors  in  the  world's  destiny,  and  the  only  insurance  our 
wealth,  our  prosperity,  our  verj'  existence  can  have  is  the  war  power  of  the 
republic.  Down  the  corridors  of  time,  glaring  at  us  from  the  pages  of  his- 
tory, wailing  up  from  destroyed  governments,  ruined  civilizations,  and  con- 
quered peoples,  comes  this  admonition  :  Be  strong  and  live  ;  be  weak  and 
perish  !  *' 
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I  regret  that  I  caimot  give  the  entire  paper,  with  ite  forci- 
ble arguments  and  vigorous,  sensible  pariotism. 

To  meet  the  objection  to  the  lack  of  instructors,  l^isiative 
action  is  necessary. 

It  is^  necessary  to  obtain  permanency  of  character  to  the 
work  of  Military  lastruction  in  the  Public  Schools,  as  well  as  to 
have  it  uniform  in  character.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  secure 
legislative  action  to  tliis  end,  both  by  congre&<  and  the  state  leg- 
islatures. 

Bills  have  been  introduced  into  l)oth  houses  of  congress  for 
three  successive  years.  They  have  been  fiivorably  reported  uj^m 
by  the  committees  to  whom  they  have  been  submitted,  and  placed 
upon  the  calendar;  but  they  have  failed  to  be  advanced  to  the 
point  of  enactment. 

It  is  proposed  to  agiiin  submit  the  bill  to  the  coming  sess- 
ion of  congress,  asking  for  the  detail  of  anny  officers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  to  give  Militaiy  Instruction  in  Public  Schools 
of  towns  of  25,000  inhabitants  and  upwards.  This  will  require 
a  detail  of  about  50  couuuissioned  officer's  and  150  non-commis- 
sioned officei-s.  It  is  also  proposed  to  ask  for  the  issue  of  arms 
and  equipments  which  may  be  on  hand  and  suitable  for  the 
purpose. 

Thest!  officers  and  non-commissioned  officei*s  would  be  doing 
important  work  in  increasing  available  war  strength  of  the  Na- 
tion in  times  of  peace,  whilst  their  serviw^s  will  be  most  valuable 
fo)*  the  expansion  of  our  armi(»s  which  would  b<^  rocpiired  in  times 
of  war. 

The  expendituixi  required  will  Ik^  wry  small,  compared  to 
the  increase  of  potentiality'  of  the  war  strength  of  the  Nation 
which  will  thus  be  gained.  We  must  not  overlook  the  gain  to 
the  Nation  in  instilling,  in  a  concrete  manner,  ideas  of  patriotism 
and  duty  to  country  in  the  rising  genemtion,  or  to  the  improved 
})hysical  well-being. 

Resolutions  in  behalf  of  such  a  bill  have  been  adopted  by 
various  State  Encampments,  calling  upon  their  I'espective  senators 
and  representatives  in  Congress  to  actively  aid  in  passinpr  it> 
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I  trust  that  a  set  of  forcible  resolutions  to  this  effect  will  be 
advanced  in  the  forthcoming  Encampment. 

The  members  of  thfe  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  have 
done  their  utmost  to  save  the  Nation  in  its  peril.  They  would 
serve  it  again  with  their  lives  if  need  be.  Time  has  thinned 
their  ranks^  and  weakened  their  strength.  Before  passing  away, 
they  would  assure  the  future  of  the  Nation  from  foreign  aggres- 
sion by  giving  to  the  rising  generation  that  military  training  that 
most  of  them  lacked,  and  knowing  it  essential  for  the  best  re- 
sults. 

With  this  feeling  strong  in  the  breast  of  every  thinking 
member,  let  a  supreme  effort  now  be  made  with  our  utmost 
strength  to  secure  the  requisite  legislation. 

I  must  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  your  hearty  support 
in  the  work  which  has  been  placed  in  my  hands.  Your  earnest 
commendation  of  the  work  at  all  of  the  Department  Encamp- 
ments and  other  G.  A.  R.  meetings,  has  assisted  in  implanting 
seeds  which  are  sure  to  produce  fruit  in  the  future. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Yours  in  F.  C,  and  L., 

E.  L.  ZALINSKl, 

Captain  U.  S.  Army  (retired), 
Chief  Aide  on  ^^ Military  Imtntction  Pubfie  Schook/^  G.  A,  R. 
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Oil  motion  of  Comrade  Zimmerman,  of  Illinois,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  reading  of  the  reports  of  the  officers,  except  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  Ik?  dispensed  with,  such  reports  having 
been  distributed,  and  tiiat  they  Ik»  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees. 

Comrade  Fox,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that  so  much  of  the 
report  of  the  Judge- Advocate-General  as  refers  to  amendments 
to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  l)e  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Regulations,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  Senior  Vic(»-Commander-in-Chief  lx?ing  in  the  chair, 
appointiKl  the  following  committee  on  the  address  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-('hicf :  Pji^t  Commanders-in-Chief  A.  G.  Weissert, 
John  (i,  B.  Adams,  Russell  A.  Alger,  Tvan  X.  Walker,  and 
Thoma<  G.  I^wler. 

The  Commander-in-(.'hicf  having  ivsunied  the  chair,  the 
following  c(»mmittees  were  appointed : 

On  the  Reports  of  the  Senior  and  Junior  Vice-Command- 
eis-in-Chief:  J.  A.  Ehrhardt,  Nebra^^ka;  E.  W.  Jewett,  Ver- 
mont; Phil.  Schaller,  Iowa;  George  B.  Randolph,  Alabama. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  (iciieral :  Charles  A.  Orr, 
New  York;  L.  B.  Hill,  Maine;  John  B.  Davis,  Ohio;  M.  S. 
Crawford,  Colorado  and  Wyoming;  Lewis  M.  Zimmerman, 
Maryland. 

On  the  Rc}K>rt  of  the  Judge- Ad vixiite-General :  Leo  Ras- 
sieur,  Missouri;  Alfnxl  Darte,  Pennsylvania;  M.'  L.  Hayward, 
Nebraska;  A.  B.  Beers,  ( ^onnec^ticut ;  Halbert  B.  Case,  Tennes- 
see. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Adjutant-General:  C.  V.  R.  Pond, 
Michigan;  H.  O.  Mooix?,  Massachusetts;  J.  K.  Mertz,  Minne- 
sota ;  W.  X.  Eaton,  Virginia ;  C.  A.  Partridge,  Illinois. 

On  the  Report  of  (Quartermaster-General:  A.  T.  Brins- 
made,  Ohio;  II.  J.  Smith,  Iowa;  Chas.  P.  Moies,  Rhode  Island; 
John  (J.  S.  Bui-ger,  Potomac;  W.  F.  R.  Schindler,  Arizona. 

On  Rules,  Regulations,  and  Ritual:  Rob't  B.  Beath, 
Pennsylvania;  Henry  M.  Xevius,  New  Jersey;  Thad.  C.  Maa- 
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teller,  California;  Rol)ert  W.  Hill,  Indian  Territory;  R.  M. 
Smock,  Indiana. 

On  tlie  Report  of  the  Committeo  on  Military  Instruction: 
Ira  M.  Hedges,  New  York;  Henry  S.  Cohn,  Kentucky;  Ed. 
Ketch uni,  Texas. 

On  Report  of  Custodian:  Daniel  Ross,  Delaware;  T.  S. 
Wilmarth,  Florida;  James  Minot,  New  Hamjjshire. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief:  T.  C.  IlifiF,  Utah ; 

B.  Kelley,  Kansas;  J.  R.  Ix^wis,  Georgia ;  Joseph  A.  Arkle,West 
Virginia. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Surgeon-General :  W.  \V.  Blackmar, 
Ma«sa<*husetts ;  C'.  W.  Keeting,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi;  K. 

C.  Gearey,  North  Dakota. 

To  visit  National  C^onvention  Wonian*s  Relief  Corps:  Jas. 
S.  Dodge,  Indiana;  J.  P.  (-leary,  New  York;  Geo.  S.  Evans, 
Massachusetts. 

To  visit  Ijadies  of  the  Gmnd  Army  of  the  Republic:  Nel- 
son Cole,  Missouri;  Thos.  (i.  Sample,  Pennsylvania;  Clias.  Bur- 
rows, New  Jersey. 

CoMRADK  DowLiNG,  of  Ohio:  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
move  that  the  business  for  ll  (A^lock  l)e  the  elwtion  of  officers. 

CoMRADK  SAMPr.E,  of  Pennsylvania:  There  art^  matters 
that  I  think  probably  are  of  more  or  as  nuicli  importance,  at 
least,  to  the  comnules  throughout  the  country,  as  the  election  of 
officers,  and  I  therefore  move  you,  as  a  substitute*  for  the  motion' 
now  pending,  that  the  si)ec'ial  order  of  business  for  8  o'clock  be 
made  the  selection  of  the  next  place  of  meeting  of  this  Encamp- 
ment. 

The  Conmiander-in-Chief  having  stated  the  question.  Com- 
rade Sampson,  of  Arizona,  said :  I  think  theiv  are  matter's  of 
more  im])ortance  to  Ik'  considered  by  the  Encampment  than  either 
one  of  these,  and  I  think  there  is  undue  hasU*  manif(»ste<l  in  this. 
I  move  that  both  the  motion  and  the  substitute  be  laid  u|>on  the 
table  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  a  division  of  the  house  l)eing 
ordered,  the  sul)stitute  of  Comrade  Sample  was  adoptcnl. 
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The  Officer  of  the  Day  announced  the  presence  in  the  ante- 
room of  a  committee  from  the  National  Convention  of  the 
Woman's  Relief  Corps. 

Comrade  Wagner,  Past  Commander-in-Chief:  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, I  move  that  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  be 
fixed  as  the  time  for  the  reception  of  all  visiting  bodies. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  hour  of  3  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  announced  the  special  order  of  business  to  be  the  rfeleotion 
of  place  of  next  meeting. 

Comrade  Wagner,  Past  Commander-in-Chief:  I  move 
you,  Commander-in-Chief,  that  the  nominating  speeches  for  lo- 
cation of  next  National  Encampment  be  limited  to  ten  minutes, 
and  all  seconding  speeches  be  limited  to  one-half  a  minute. 

Comrade  Winslow,  of  Illinois:  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
move  as  a  substitute  for  that  motion  that  all  speeches  be  limited 
to  five  minutes. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Comrade  Winslow  offers  as 
a  substitute  that  all  speeches  in  this  Encampment  be  limited  to 
five  minutes.     Are  you  ready  for  the  question  ? 

The  substitute  prevailed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  One  of  the  cities  to  be  placed 
in  nomination  has  representative  citizens  here,  and  they  would 
like  to  be  admitted  for  a  moment  upon  this  platform  to  offer 
their  suggestions. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  gentlemen  were  admitted. 

The  Honorable  M.  E.  Ingalls  of  Cincinnati  was  introduced 
to  the  Encampment,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Army:  It  is  my  pleasant 
task  to  present  to  you  the  invitation  of  the  business  men  of  Cincinnati,  and  I 
will  endeavor  to  do  it  as  well  as  is  possible  in  the  limit  of  five  minutes,  which 
r  understand  is  assigned  me. 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  much  better  if  this  invitation  could  have 
been  presented  by  some  of  the  eloquent  members  of  your  organization,  but 
it  was  thought  best  that  it  should  be  presented  by  me,  as  representing  the 
business  people  of  that  city.  We  think  we  can  take  better  care  of  you  than 
any  other  city  on  earth.     Wo  have  hotel  facilities  such  as  no  other  city  on 
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this  continent  has  outside,  perhaps,  of  Chicago  and  New  York.  We  have 
sufficient.  We  have  the  railways  to  transport  you  to  that  city.  There  are 
fifteen  lines  centering  in  Cincinnati,  and  they  reach  all  the  prominent  centers 
of  population  in  this  central  territory,  and  they  have  each  and  all  agreed  that 
they  will  make  the  usual  one  cent  a  mile  fare  for  your  organization. 

Now,  gentlemen,  we  ask  you  to  come,  because  we  think  there  is  no 
place  in  America  where  so  many  of  you  can  go  for  so  little  money.  A  fare 
of  about  five  dollars  reaches  the  cities  of  St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Cleveland, 
Pittsburg,  Lexington,  and  Louisville.  It  reaches  probably  one-half  of  your 
organization.  It  will  be  a  fare  of  five  or  six  dollars  and  one  night's  ride. 
As  a  matter  of  expense  we  think  there  is  nothing  that  can  compare  with 
this. 

In  the  next  place  we  want  to  show  you  our  city,  and  how  it  has  im- 
proved in  the  last  ten  years.  It  requires,  perhaps,  a  little  boldness  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo  to  talk  about  the  paved  streets  and  the  smooth  surfaces  for 
marching,  and  the  pleasure  resorts,  but  when  you  reach  Cincinnati  you  will 
wonder  you  have  ever  been  contented  to  go  anywhere  else.  We  have  three 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  the  best  traction  railway  in  the  United  States, 
which  will  be  at  your  service.  We  have  places  of  resort,  the  Lagoon,  Coney 
Island,  the  Zoo,  and  hill-tops,  and  for  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  tem- 
perance societies  some  fine  beer  gardens,  and  we  will  make  the  days  pass 
with  you  so  delightfully,  and  a  portion  of  the  nights,  that  you  will  regret 
that  you  ever  have  to  leave  us. 

We  are  not  here  as  a  business  enterprise  entirely.  We  want  to  show 
you  the  hospitality  of  our  city.  You  visited  it  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  when 
your  organization  was  in  its  swaddling  clothes,  when  we  were  a  city  crude 
and  unkempt.  To-day  you  have  grown  to  three  hundred  thousand,  a  mighty 
organization,  and  we»  have  grown  from  a  country  village  to  one  of  the  best 
and  liveliest  cities  on  earth.  It  is  meet  that  we  should  come  together  and 
compare  our  growth  and  improvement. 

We  promise  you  that  of  the  half  a  million  people  that  live  in  our  city 
four  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  shall  be  your  hosts,  and  spend  their 
days  in  entertaining  you.  It  is  a  city  that  is  famed  for  it.s  hospitality.  No 
man  or  woman  for  the  last  ten  years  has  entered  its  gates  in  the  proper  man- 
ner who  did  not  go  away  with  pleasant  thoughts  and  memories.  We  want 
to  bring  you  from  all  the  cities  of  this  nation.  We  have  a  pride  in  it.  We 
have  had  no  large  meeting  there  for  several  years,  not  since  we  have  improved 
our  streets  and  parks,  and  as  they  say  in  the  play.  "  We  want  you,  honey,  and 
we  want  you  mighty  bad." 

The  Commaader-in-Ciiief  notified  the  speaker  that  his  time 
was  up,  and  by  unanimous  consent  it  was  extended  one  minute. 
Mr.  Ingalls  continued : 

As  you  know,  that  city  is  on  the  Ohio  river.  It  is  nearly  in  the  center 
of  the  population  of  the  United  States.     It  is  beautiful  in  its  streets,  its  pri- 
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vate  residences,  its  parks  and  its  hills,  and  I  have  wandered  far  and  wide  in  this 
world,  and  have  never  yet  seen  a  fairer  land  than  that  between  the  two 
Miami's  where  is  Cincinnati.  Now  come,  my  friends,  come,  and  we  will  gaar- 
antee  to  you  a  warm  welcome,  and  the  best  attention  that  warm  hoarts  can 
give  you. 

Comrade  Woodruff,  of  California: 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades:  Until  your  valor  made  this  re- 
public a  nation,  we  spoke  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa  as  ^^  way  out  west,*' 
but  now  all  this  is  changed.  Westward  the  Star  of  Empire  takes  its  way. 
Seward  gave  us  Alaska ;  the  farmer  has  given  us  the  great  eastern  slope  of 
the  Rocky  mountains ;  the  prospector  has  given  us  Klondyke  ;  and  Comrade 
McKinley  has  given  us  Hawaii,  the  brightest  gem  of  the  Pacific.  The  hub 
of  the  universe  has  moved  from  Boston  to  San  Fmncisco.  The  center  of  the 
United  States  has  steadily  moved  westward,  from  Philadelphia  to  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

And  to-day  it  is  my  pi-oud  privilege  to  extend  to  you,  in  behalf  of  the 

Department  of  California  and  Nevada,  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  behalf  of  its  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  behalf  of  its  Merchants' 
Association,  in  behalf  of  its  Board  of  Trade,  in  behalf  of  the  California  Con- 
vention Committee,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Pacific  coast,  an  invi- 
tation for  the  Thirty-second  Annual  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  to  meet  in  San  Francisco. 

For  eleven  years  you  have  honored  the  East  and  the  Eastern  center. 
Eleven  years  ago  you  honored  us  and  we  did  the  best  we  could  at  that  time, 
but  we  were  young  in  experience  and  have  improved.  The  boys  and  girls  of 
'86  are  young  men  and  women  now,  and  want  to  show  you  that  they  have 
not  forgotten  the  lessons  of  patriotism  taught  by  your,  presence  then,  and 
they  will  welcome  you  as  heroes  returning  from  a  peaceful  but  glorious  cam- 
paign. We  want  our  boys  and  girls  to  see  the  men  of '61,  and  they  will  wel- 
come with  garlands  of  flowers  the  venerable  men  who  kept  in  place  every 
star  in  the  banner  they  have  been  taught  to  love  and  honor.  Our  women, 
whom  time  but  mellows,  will  welcome  the  Veterans  and  swing  with  you  upon 
our  Golden  (rate.  And  the  old  boys,  representatives  of  every  Union  regi- 
ment will  often  remind  you  of  the  days  when  we  drank  from  the  same 
canteen. 

Our  magnificent  hotels  guarantee  that  their  prices  in  '98  shall  be  the 
prices  of  to-day.  Our  grand  transcontinental  railroads  have  assured  us  that 
thev  will  at  least  duplicate  and  perhaps  go  it  one  better,  the  rates  extended 
to  the  Christian  Ejideavorera  this  summer.  That  was  fifty  dollars  for  the 
round  trip  from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco  and  return  with  timo  limits  and 
other  privileges,  which  will  convince  you  that  our  cor]>orations  have  soids 
and  patriotism. 

The  grand  trip  of  forty-four  thousand  Christian  Endeavors  wjis  made 
without  the  loss  of  a  life,  a  limb,  or  a  piece  of  baggage,  and  next  year  we 
will  duplicate  this  magpificent  record. 
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To  those  of  you  who  honored  us  in  '80,  I  say,  come  again  and  we  will 
welcome  you,  your  wives  and  children,  more  heartily  than  before ;  we  will 
convince  you  that  the  flood-tide  of  prosperity  has  reached  our  coast. 

To  those  of  you  who  have  not  yet  visited  California,  that  bright  star  in 
the  crown  of  our  United  Country,  I  say,  we  will  welcome  you  with  open 
hearts,  homes,  and  hands  to  the  most  beautiful  state  of  this  grand  Nation, 
and  the  journey  will  increase  your  admiration  for  the  country  you  fought  t^ 
save. 

We  can  guarantee  you  perfect  weather.  No  rain  for  the  ladies :  no 
sweltering  heat  for  the  veterans ;  but  sunshine,  tempered  with  ocean  and 
mountain  breezes  for  all. 

We  confidently  expect  that  he  whom  we  honor  as  man  and  President, 
whom  we  love  as  friend  and  comrade,  will  visit  the  Pacific  coast  next  year, 
and  we  expect  you  to  give  our  Chief  Magistrate  the  grandest  trip  and  -escort 
ever  vouchsafed  to  a  human  being.  Just  think  of  it.  From  ocean  to  ocean, 
surrounded  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  those  with  whom  he 
marched  and  fought  and  suffered. 

Again  I  say,  we  love  you  and  we  all  want  you.  Come  to  us,  come  now 
before  the  chilling  hand  of  time  has  cooled  your  love  of  the  beautiful,  your 
appreciation  of  hospitality,  your  enjoyment  of  a  glorious  reunion  of  com- 
rades, and  I  tell  you  we  will  give  you  such  a  greeting  as  no  people  in  the 
world  ever  before  extended  to  its  loved  and  honored  defenders. 

With  malice  towards  none,  with  charity  for  all,  come,  come  to  us  next 
fall,  and  from  the  time  you  reach  the  snow-clad  summits  of  the  Sierra  Nevada 
mountains  until  you  drink  in  the  stimulating  breezes  of  the  Pacific,  aye,  until 
you  return  to  your  Eastern  homes,  the  hands  and  hearts  of  San  Francisco 
and  of  California  will  open  to  receive,  welcome,  and  entertain  you. 

Comrade  Sample,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander-in- 
Chief,  in  fseleeting  a  place  for  our  National  Encampment,  we 
should  ask  ourselves  whether  it  is  such  a  place  as  will  accom- 
modate the  old  boys.  There  are  those  who  attend  tliest^  En- 
campments, who  unfortunately,  i)erhai)s,  rcxjuirt*  a  place  where  it 
takes  the  least  of  their  money  and  the  least  of  their  time.  I 
am  here  in  obedience  to  the  cx)mmand  of  the  Department  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  stxN)nd  tlie  nomination  ()f  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati, right  in  the  center  of  the  grand  population  of  this  country. 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  surround  it. 
liet  the  old  boys  in  those  states  have  an  opportunity  to  go  to  an 
Encampment  in  that  city  on  the  Ohio  river.  IM  us  locate*  the 
Encampment  where  we  can  bring  the  rank  and  file  to  take  part, 
and  I  believe,  if  we  select  Cincinnati  as  the  place  for  the  next 
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meeting  we  will  sec  one  of  the  greatest*  gatherings  of  the  old 
boys  that  we  liave  seen  for  fifteen  years.  It  is  the  right  locality. 
I  have  a  dispatch  in  niv  pocket  now,  from  the  passenger  agent 
>of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  guaranteeing  to  us  the  regular  cent  a 
mile  rate  in  all  the  territory  covered  by  that  line.  Let  us  go  to 
Cincinnati,  and  let  us  have  such  a  National  Encampment  that 
you  will  go  away  feeling  that  you  have  done  a  grand  thing  in 
selecting  that  place. 

Comrade  Powell,  of  Illinois:  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
am  instnicted  by  the  delegation  from  Illinois  to  inform  this 
Encampment  that  that  delegation  is  instructed  to  vote  for  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Comrade  I>.  M.  Stewart,  of  Tennessee:  On  behalf  of 
the  Department  of  Tennessee,  or  at  least  seven-eighths  of  it,  I 
wish  to  speak  for  Cincinnati.  We  all  remember  the  unbounded 
hospitality  of  the  queen  city  of  the  West,  and  if  the  comrade  who 
talked  about  going  to  the  Pacific  coast  will  tell  us  where  we  are 
to  get  forty-five  dollars  to  make  up  the  difference  between  the 
expense  of  going  to  Cincinnati  and  going  to  California,  perhaps 
we  will  all  vote  for  California.  If  not,  I  hope  the  comrades 
will  vote  to  go  to  Cincinnati.  The  greater  [mrt  of  the  old  boys 
can  raise  five  dollars  but  not  fifty.  I  know  hundreds,  aye,  thou- 
sands, of  brave  boys  in  Tennessee  who  have  never  had  the  privi- 
lege of  sitting  with  their  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  in  a  National  Encampment.  They  want  to  sit  with 
you  before  they  die.  Do  not  deny  them  that  privilege.  Allow 
the  brave  boys  to  have  their  say. 

Comrade  Tanner,  of  New  York:  Commander-in-Chief, 
1  desire  to  ask  a  question  of  the  California  delegation.  What  is 
the  rate  announced? 

Comrade  Woodruff:  Fifty  dollars  for  the  round  trip 
from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco,  with  almost  unlimited  privi- 
leges. 

Comrade  Tanner  :  Instnicted  by  the  almost  unanimous 
vote  of  New  York  to  second  San  Francisco  as  the  place  for  the 
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next  meeting,  I  want  to  say,  that  for  almost  thirty  years  the 
comrades  of  the  Rocky  mountains  and  West  have  been  coming 
East  to  meet  us.  Once  only  in  the  history  of  the  organization 
have  we  marched  across  the  continent  to  meet  the  men  who, 
when  ihey  laid  down  the  implements  of  war,  went  out  and 
acquired  an  empire  with  the  implements  of  peace.  I  desire  to 
call  the  level-headed  attention  of  this  Encampment  to  one  remark 
made  by  the  most  honorable  representative  of  Cincinnati.  He 
said  that  for  ten  years  they  had  had  no  great  convention  in  Cin- 
cinnati. It  is  twenty  years  since  I  was  there  at  a  convention, 
and  it  was  hotter  than  hades  then.  We  know  they  are  a  great 
hearted  people,  but  they  are  down  there  in  a  basin  where  it  is 
hot  and  stifling,  and  here  is  a  chance  for  us  once  more  to  take 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  on  its  second  visit  in  return 
for  the  visits  of  nearly  thirty  years  that  our  comrades  of  the  West 
have  made  to  the  Eastern  portions  of  this  magnificent  Republic, 
Why  could  not  the  comrades  of  Tennessee  go  to  Louisville? 
Pass  it  around.  I^et  us  go  gut  and  view  the  lai'gest  domain  on 
earth  once  more  before  we  go,  as  I  trust  we  will,  to  realms  of 
ethereal  bliss.     Let  us  go  to  San  Francisco. 

Comrade  Minton,  of  Kentucky:  Commander-in-Chief, 
in  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Kentucky,  I  am  instructed  to 
second  the  nomination  of  Cincinnati,  and  as  my  Comrade  Tan- 
ner has  not  been  to  Cincinnati  in  twenty  years,  I  think  he  should 
improve  his  health  by  visiting  that  city.  It  is  no  longer  a  basin, 
or  as  hot  as  hades.  We  have  the  beautiful  breezes  of  the  Ohio, 
and  as  my  comrade  from  Pennsylvania  forgot  to  mention  Ken- 
tucky, I  want  to  say  that  she  is  in  the  old  stamping  ground  yet, 
and  we  second  the  nomination  of  Cincinnati  and  hope  the 
comrades  will  come  there.  I  will  ask  my  Comrade  Tanner 
to  say  how  many  comrades  can  pay  fifty  dollars  for  the  round 
trip  to  San  Francisco  ?  We  want  to  go  where  we  can  meet  the 
most  comrades.  We  can  read  in  the  newspapers  of  the  grand 
country  in  the  West,  but  we  are  out  now  to  see  the  boys  and 
not  to  see  the  country. 

16 
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Comrade  Warner,  Past  (^mmander-in-Chief:  J  shall 
not  occupy  to  exceed  a  half  a  minute.  I  am  here  in  obedience 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Department  of  Missouri,  to  express  its 
preference  for  the  location  of  the  next  National  Encampment, 
regardless  of  the  contest  for  Commander-in-Chief,  to  cany  out 
what  we  believe  the  wishes  of  ninety  per  cent  of  the  old  com- 
rades of  this  country,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  come  up 
and  touch  elbows  with  us,  whether  it  is  hot  or  cold.  We  havfe 
been  with  them  in  the  heat  and  we  have  been  with  them  in  the 
cold,  we  have  been  with  them  on  the  mountain  tops  and  in  the 
valleys,  and  God  knows  we  want  to  be  with  them  as  long  as  we 
can.     I  second  the  nomination  of  Cincinnati. 

Comrade  Davidson,  of  Montana:  In  behalf  of  at  least 
a  portion  of  the  delegation  from  Montana,  coming  from  the 
top  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  more  than  two  thousand  miles 
away,  that  we  might  meet  those  comrades  here,  I  rise  to  second 
the  nomination  of  San  Francisco,  which  we  can  reach  without 
paying  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  dollars.  Montana, 
Idaho,  Oregon,  Washington,  and  California,  have  come  here 
paying  their  expenses  year  after  year,  and  I  appeal  to  these  com- 
rades to  know  if  it  is  not  fair  for  them,  at  least  once  in  fifteen 
years,  to  come  West  and  see  their  comrades. 

Comrade  Brinsmade,  of  Ohio :  We  have  been  pleased 
to  hear  the  commendation  of  our  friends  from  Pennsylvania  in 
regard  to  Cincinnati.  Without  any  disparagement  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  shall  be  nominated  for  Commander-in-Chief,  I  join 
with  my  friend  here  in  seconding  Cincinnati. 

Comrade  Sands,  of  New  Jersey,  seconded  the  nominatic»i 
of  Cincinnati,  on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  New  Jersey. 

The  ballot  resulted  as  follows:  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  733;  necessary  to  a  choice,  367.  San  Francisco,  215;  Cin- 
cinnati, 518. 

Comrade  Woodruff,  of  California:  In  behalf  of  the 
Department  of  California  and  Nevada,  and  the  noble  friends 
who  jstood  by  us  so  grandly,  I  move  to  make  the  selection  of 
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Cincinnati  as  tlie  place  for  holding  the  next  Encampment  unani- 
mous. 

The  motion  prevailed  without  a  dissenting  voice  and  Cin- 
cinnati was  declared  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  be  the  place 
selected  for  the  next  National  Encampment. 

Mr.  Ing ali>>  :  Gentlemen,  I  want  to  add  one  thing  whicli 
I  forgot  before.  The  hotel  rates  w^ill  be  the  usual  rates  and  no 
increase.  They  vary  from  one  to  four  dollars.  Come  one,  come 
all,  and  let  me  tell  you  one  little  story  illustrating  that  and  then 
I  will  go.  I  want  to  show  you  that  you  can  bring  everybody. 
I  happen  to  be  the  manager  of  a  railroad  down  in  Illinois,  and 
there  is  a  small  station  there  where  they  sell  a  ticket  about  once 
a  week.  That  station  is  kept  by  an  old  veteran  who  served  in  the 
army  for  four  years  and  brought  back  only  one  leg.  When  you 
held  your  Encampment  at  Louisville,  he  wrote  to  the  superin- 
tendent for  permission  to  attend  the  Encampment,  and  the  su- 
perintendent, thinking  he  would  have  some  fun  with  him,  wrote 
back  and  said,  "What  will  the  people  do  while  you  are  gone?' 
And  he  wrote  to  the  superintendent  and  said,  "  My  dear  sir,  the 
same  all-wise  and  merciful  Providence  that  watched  over  our  wives 
and  children  for  four  years,  when  I  was  fighting  the  battles  of 
our  country,  will  take  care  of  the  people  of  this  station  while  I 
go  to  the  Encampment.'' 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
Encampment  for  a  moment  while  I  introduce  a  patriotic  soldier 
and  a  Chaplain  of  the  army  in  the  person  of  Archbishop  Ireland. 

The  Archbishop  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows  : 

Comrades'  It  is  an  honor  that  I  most  highly  appreciate  to  be  allowed 
to  look  down  upon  this  assemblage  of  veterans,  and  to  inhale  into  my  own 
soul  something  of  the  great  patriotism  with  which  your  souls  are  filled. 
Elsewhere  through  the  country  I  meet  Americans  and  I  do  not  doubt  of  their 
loyalty,  but  here  I  meet  Americans  whose  loyalty  has  been  put  to  the  test 
and  found  to  be  golden.  It  is  a  great  t^eal.  indeed,  to  be  able  to  say,  "  Yes, 
I  was  patriotic,  and  I  went  to  the  war  to  prove  my  patriotism."  I  find  many 
•  through  the  country  here  and  there  now  who  would  like  very  much  to  be 
veterans,  but  in  1861,  unfortunately,  they  were  not  able  to  go  to  the  war. 
You  went,  and  to  you  is  the  glory  to-day  of  being  the  Americans  of  Ameri- 
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cans.  Surely,  this  is  a  glory  of  which  you  must  needs  be  proud.  To  hare 
fought  in  the  war  which  secured  forever  the  union  of  these  states  in  one 
indestructible  government,  to  have  fought  in  that  war  which  did  so  much  for 
humanity  at  large,  is  something  which  seldom,  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
comes  to  men.  Without  that  war,  without  your  victories,  there  would  be 
to-day  no  United  States.  I  remember  some  time  ago  I  visited,  with  some 
friends  of  my  state,  a  Soldiers'  Home,  and  several  addresses  were  made  by 
those  friends,  and  the  burden  of  the  addresses,  generally,  was,  *' How  good 
the  state  was  to  the  old  soldier,  how  much  it  was  doing  for  the  old  soldier." 
My  turn  came  to  speak,  and  I  said,  '^  Doing  for  the  old  soldier,  why,  the  old 
soldier  owns  the  state,  owns  the  country."  There  would  be  no  country  at  all 
to-day  were  it  not  for  the  old  soldiers.  And  not  only  there  would  be  no 
United  States  on  this  continent,  but  there  would  be  no  hope  of  free  govern- 
ment in  the  universe,  because  the  destruction  of  the  United  States  would 
have  been  to  the  world  a  proof  that  a  great  country  could  not  exist  with 
popular  sovereignty  as  its  life-blood  ;  and  since  the  war  of  1861  the  idea  of 
popular  government  has  been  spreading  through  the  world,  and  everywhere 
to-day  the  lovers  of  liberty  point  to  the  United  States,  the  Great  Democracy 
made  lasting  and  indestructible  by  the  valor  of  the  soldiers  of  18G1. 

There  is  to- day  on  this  continent,  thank  God,  much  patriotism,  and  the 
millions  outside  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  are  ready  at  any  moment 
to  come  forward  and  oflFer  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their  country,  but  let  us 
know  well  that  it  is  the  example  of  your  patriotism  that  has  ignited  the  souls 
of  millions,  and  there  are  so  many  loyal  Americans  to-day,  so  many  patriotic 
Americans,  because  you  triumphed,  and  because  since  the  war  you  have 
been,  one  and  all,  personified  patriotism.  Why,  in  the  days  of  peace,  com- 
rades, you  are  doing  as  much  for  America  as  ever  you  did  in  the  days  of  war. 
Some  people  who  do  not  look  beneath  the  surface  of  things  put  the  question, 
**To  what  purpose  those  Encampments,  why  those  camp  fires,  why  do  the 
old  soldiers  congregate  so  often  and  talk  so  much  over  olden  times?"  The 
answer  is,  **They  do  all  this  for  the  sake  of  America,  they  do  all  this  to 
sanctify  and  teach  patriotism."  Yesterday,  as  you  marched  down  the  streets 
of  Buffalo,  hundreds  of  thousands  felt  their  hearts  throbbing  with  love  for 
America,  and  felt  the  tears  of  love  for  America  coursing  down  their  cheeks, 
because  of  the  personification  of  American  patriotism  which  they  behold  in 
the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army.  Every  Post  of  the  Grand  Army  is  a  school  of 
patriotism,  a  school  of  intelligent  Americanism,  a  school  of  high  obedience 
;  to  law  and  order ;  and  it  is  a  blessing  to  any  town  or  village  in  America 
when  a  Grand  Army  Post  is  organized  in  that  village  or  that  city.  Young  men 
growing  up  into  manhood,  having  seen  you  and  heard  you,  will  be  for  their 
lifetimes  better  Americans,  because  they  have  seen  the  Grand  Army  men ; 
and  fifty  years  hence  it  will  be  a  proud  thing  to  be  able  to  say,  **I  have  seen 
Grand  Army  men;  I  have  seen  the  veterans  of  the  war."  Yes,  comrades, 
for  the  sake  of  America,  remain  long  on  earth,  remain  long  in  the  country. 
Sometimes  it  is  said,  "  Oh,  the  veterans  are  passing  away,"  and  I  confess*  to 
you  that  sometimes  the  sad  thought  comes  to  me,  a  few  years  more  and  ihey 
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will  have  gone  ;  but  oae  great  lesson  which  has  been  taught  to  me  during  the 
few  moments  that  I  have  been  sitting  on  the  platform,  is  this,  that  you  are 
going  to  live  long,  long  years,  for  you  have  lungs  such  as  I  have  seldom 
heard.  When  those  magnificent  speeches  were  made  by  the  veterans  a  few 
minutes  ago,  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  old  soldiers,  when  those  voices  rang 
cleap  through  this  large  hall,  ^^  Oh,''  I  said,  ''  there  is  health  and  strength  In  i 
the  old  veterans,  and  they  are  going  to  stay  long  with  us." 

I  have  long  known  the  Grand  Army.  I  have  for  many  years  Indeed 
loved  them.  It  was  my  good  fortune  during  the  war  to  be  Chaplain  of  a  gal- 
lant regiment,  the  5th  Minnesota,  but  somehow  I  had  not  become  a  member 
of  the  Grand  ^rmy  until  last  night,  by  dispensation  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  I  was  made  a  comrade.  I  wear  with  delight  the  insignia  of  the  Order, 
and  I  assure  you  that  so  long  as  God  will  give  me  life,  I  will  love,  even  more 
than  I  have  loved,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  as  long  as  God 
will  give  me  life  as  a  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army,  I  will  serve  America  ;  and 
when  I  die,  let  it  be  said  of  me,  He  was  not  an  unworthy  comrade  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Greneral  Lew  Wallace  was  called  for,  and  was  introihiced 
by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who  said,  "Here  he  is,  everybody 
knows  him." 

General  Wallace  said : 

Comrades:  When  I  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Commander-iu- Chief 
to  a  seat  upon  the  platform,  it  was  not  in  my  mind  that  I  was  to  be  put  to 
this  trial,  but  I  generally  accept  the  situations  in  which  I  find  myself.  We 
old  soldiers,  we  old  veterans,  have  a  little  philosophy,  which  I  think  may  be 
confined  to  ourselves.  It  is  this,  make  yourself  as  comfortable  as  you  can, 
and  when  you  cannot,  why,  do  your  best. 

Whenever  I  see  a  body  of  the  Grand  Army  before  me,  I  have  an  Idea 
which  may  be  peculiar  to  myself.  It  is  not  only  the  men  that  I  see,  but  it  is 
the  thought  of  what  they  are  to-day  to  the  country.  What  is  the  usefulness 
yet  of  this  body  ?  In  the  same  line  with  the  eloquent  archbishop,  I  will  say, 
it  is  this,  that  as  long  as  a  respectable  proportion  of  the  Grand  Army  walk 
this  earth,  there  is  a  guaranty  to  the  people  of  peace  and  tranquility.  There 
is  not  a  man  within  the  sound  of  my  voice,  and  each  one  here  is  a  representa- 
tive of  many  others,  who  is  not  ready,  if  the  need  be,  and  the  call  is  made, 
to  step  to  the  front  once  more,  as  he  did  in  the  years  gone  by.  Do  not  tell 
me,  comrades,  that  you  are  old.  I  see  that  fact,  and  I  feel  it.  I  see  it  In 
your  gray  hairs,  I  see  it  in  your  dimming  eyes,  and  I  hear  it  in  your  enfeebled 
voices ;  and  yet,  if  you  please,  I  see  another  body  of  men  behind  you.  I  take 
it  for  granted,  comrades,  that  there  is  not  an  able-bodied  member  of  the 
Grand  Army,  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere,  who  has  not  at  least  one  man  repre- 
sentative behind  him.  If  you  are  too  old,  or  incapitated  because  of  your 
rheumatism,  or  whatever  else  it  may  be,  whatever  the  surgeon's  certificate 
may  state,  summon  the  boy,  and  I  will  wager  my  life  he  will  come. 
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/  ~  I  have  heard  men  say  that  the  coming  generation  is  not  equal  to  the 

generation  which  is  passing  away.  I  have  heard  say  they  were  too  much 
given  to  bicycling  and  foot-ball  and  golf,  and  the  like.  Comrades,  I  differ 
with  them.  Those  are  the  exercises  that  make  men.  I  see  a  game  of  foot- 
ball and  the  thought,  in  my  mind,  is  not  as  to  the  result  of  the  game,  but  as 
to  the  courage  and  the  muscle  that  is  called  out.  That  is  the  making  of  the 
man. 
^  Now,  I  do  not  dare  to  detain  you  longer  ;  if  the  call  comes,  I  repeat  it, 

and  I  cannot  close  my  remarks  with  a  better  thought  or  sentiment,  if  the  call 
comes  to-morrow,  we  are  ready  to  do  our  duty. 

Comrade  Dowling,  of  Ohio:  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
move  you,  that  this  Encampment  now  proceed  with  the  election 
of  officers. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  It  is  moved  and  seconded 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  Encampment  proceed 
to  the  nomination  and  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Comrade  Stahl,  of  New  Jersey:  Commander-in-Chief, 
I  think  I  would  like  to  oflFer  an  amendment  to  the  comrade's 
motion,  and  I  would  like  to  preface  my  amendment  with  just  a 
word.  If  you  are  going  into  an  election  of  officers  here  now, 
you  will  not  have  a  corporal's  guard  left  to-morrow  to  do  the 
business  of  this  Encampment,  and  there  is  lots  of  business  to  be 
done.  Your  Pension  Committee  has  a  report  to  make  which  is 
of  interest  to  every  soldier  in  the  land,  and  they  want  to  be  lis- 
tened to  by  the  whole  Encampment.  I  move,  as  an  amendment, 
to  strike  out  the  word  "election"  and  insert  the  word  "nomina- 
tion." 

Comrade  Warner  :  I  desire  to  make  this  suggestion  t^> 
the  comrade :  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  selected,  so  that  it  might  be  out  preparing  its  re- 
{K)rt  while  the  eloquent  gentlemen  are  placing  our  comrades  in 
nomination.  If  the  mover  of  the  motion  would  consent  that  it 
be  withheld  until  this  order  is  completed. 

Comrade  Stahl  :  I  withdraw  my  amendment  that  long. 

Comrade  DowiiiNO  :  Yes,  I  will  consent  to  that 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  motion  and  amend- 
ment are  both  withdrawn  with  the  consent  of  the  seconds. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  announced  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions  as  follows :  Chairman,  "William  Warner,  Missouri ; 
W.  H.  Black,  Alabama;  A.  B.  Sampson,  Arizona;  C.  B. 
Searle,  Arkansas;  S.  M.  Androns,  California  and  Nevada;  B. 
L.  Carr,  Colorado  and  Wyoming;  S.  J.  Fox,  Conneticut; 
James  Litzenberg,  Delaware;  P.  E.  McMurray,  Florida;  Janes 
O.  Ladd,  Georgia  ;  H.  T.  Reed,  Idaho ;  W.  L.  Distin,  Illinois ; 
Lew  Wallace,  Indiana;  B.  F.  Harris,  Indian  Territory;  J.  E. 
Jayne,  Iowa;  O.  A.  Reynolds,  Kentucky;  Ernest  Longpr6, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi ;  A.  R.  6.  Smith,  Maine ;  Frank  M. 
Smith,  Maryland ;  E.  W.  Hall,  Massachusetts ;  Henry  F.  Deane, 
Michigan;  D.  B.  Searle,  Minnesota;  R.  F.  Fisk,  Montana; 
John  M.  Thayer,  Nebi-aska;  F.  G.  Noyes,  New  Hampshire, 
Chas  H.  Houghton,  New  Jersey;  Leverett  Clarke,  New  Mex- 
ico; J.  I.  Sayles,  New  York;  B.  F.  Bigelow,  North  Dakota; 
(J.  D.  Munger,  Oklahoma;  J.  Q.  A.  Campbell,  Ohio;  H.  S. 
Allen,  On^on  ;  C.  W.  Hazzard,  Pennsylvania ;  W.  Gibson,  Po- 
tomac; Jas.  F.  Hudson,  Rhode  Island;  J.  A.  Pickler,  South 
Dakota;  D.  M.  Stewart,  Tennessee;  M.  W.  Mann,  Texas;  Ru- 
dolph Alff,  Utah  ;  N.  M.  Puffer,  Vermont;  Edgar  Allan,  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina;  William  Fox,  Washington  and 
Alaska;  A.  C.  Moore,  West  Virginia;  B.  F.  Bryant,  Wiscon- 
sin. 

Various  communications  and  resolutions  were  presented  and 
iVf(*rred  to  appropriate  committees. 

The  Committee  on  School  Histories,  tlirough  Comrade 
Marsh,  of  Indiana,  presented  the  following  report,  which,  on 
motion  of  Comrade  Palmer,  of  Nebraska,  was  adopted,  with  the* 
thanks  of  the  Encampment  to  the  committee  for  its  work  : 

General  T.  S.  Clarksoiij  Commander -in- Chief:  Your  Committee  on 
School  Histories  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  and  through  you  to  the  Thirty - 
first  National  Encampment,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  following 
report ; 

-.,We  acknowledge  our  appreciation  of  the  honor  conferred,  in  our  selec- 
tion as  members  of  this  committee,  and  assure  you  that  we  hold  in  grateful 
reco^ition,   your  valuable  personal  suggestions,  and  the  many  evidence>^ 
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we  have  received  of  your  deep  interest  in  our  work.  The  appointment  of 
this  committee  was  the  result  of  years  of  agitation.  There  has  been  a  wide- 
spread conviction  that  the  text-books  used  in  the  public  schools  do  not  give 
as  full,  accurate,  and  patriotic  account  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  as  the 
subject  demands.  It  has  been  felt  that  the  generation  now  growing  up  was 
not  receiving  proper  impressions,  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  great  struggle 
between  the  men  who  fought  to  destroy  and  those  who  fought  to  protect  the 
Union  of  the  States.  Since  the  appointment  of  this  committee,  however, 
there  has  appeared  to  be  a  very  determined  effort,  in  certain  quarters,  to 
prejudice  the  public  mind  against  the  work  assigned  to  us.  It  has  been 
represented  as  a  movement  intended  to  revive  the  bitter  memories  of  the  war, 
to  ''wave  the  bloody  shirt,''  and  to  foment  and  encourage  sectional  strife. 
For  ourselves  and  in  the  name  of  oiir  comrades,  whose  representatives  we 

/^^re,  we  expressly  and  emphatically  disclaim  any  such  purpose.  We  have 
greatly  misjudged  the  temper  of  this  organization,  if  there  is  any  disposition 
now  existing  in  its  membership  to  call  in  question  the  sincerity  of  the  great 
body  of  men  who  belonged  to  the  Confederate  army,  to  impeach  their  bravery 
and  soldierly  qualities,  or  to  cast  a  reflection  upon  their  devotion,  fortitude, 
and  self-sacrifice ;  on  the  contrary,  we  believe  that  every  comrade  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  stands  ready  to  meet  the  men  who  fought  upon 
the  other  side,  as  fellow  citizens  of  a  common  country,  to  extend  to  them 
cordial  greetings,  and  to  pledge  with  them  renewed  devotion  to  our  country 
i.  and  its  flag.  We  cannot,  however,  in  self-respect,  nor  in  proper  reverence 
for  the  memory  of  the  great  army  of  comrades  camping  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  dark  river,  remain  silent  while  in  the  histories  used  in  our  schools 
the  most  important  facts  as  to  the  causes  of  the  Rebellion  and  its  purposes 
are  ignored,  and  the  truth  so  distorted,  that  the  children  who  use  these  text- 

'  books  find  nothing  therein  to  indicate  that  there  was  any  difference  in  the 
value  of  the  services  of  those  who  fought  to  destroy  the  Union  and  those 
who  offered  their  lives  to  save  it.  We  insist  that  our  youth  shall  be  taught  that 
the  war  was  more  than  a  mere  bloody  contest  to  gratify  selfish  ambition  or  to 
test  the  military  strength  of  two  sections  of  our  country.  We  demand  thtft 
it  shall  be  plainly  and  clearly  taught  that  it  was  a  war,  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  a  part  of  its  citizens  in  revolt  against  it ;  that 
it  was  prosecuted  by  the  National  Government  for  the  maintenance  of  its  con- 
stitutional authority,  and  the  enforcement  of  its  laws ;  and  we  further  insist 
that  it  be  made  clear  and  beyond  doubt,  in  the  text-books  used  by  our  chil- 
dren, that  those  who  fought  for  national  unity  in  this  struggle  were  right. 
Your  Committee  believes  that  the  need  of  wise  and  patriotic  citizens  is  not 
confined  to  any  particular  locality  or  section,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  equal  con- 
equence  what  is  being  taught  to  the  little  citizen  east,  west,  north,  and  south  ; 
nor  are  we  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  the  schools  of  Maine  and  Texas,  Ore- 
gon and  Florida  are  alike  training  children  *soon  to  be  intrusted  with  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  citizenship  in  this  peerless  Republic.  We  have, 
therefore,  examined  a  great  number  of  histories  in  general  use  in  the  schools 
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of  all  sections  of  the  Uaion.  Previous  to  our  meeting  here,  the  committee 
ha?e  had  one  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Glevelapd,  Ohio,  in  January  last 
At  this  meeting  four  of  the  five  members  were  present,  and  two  days  were 
given  to  an  examination  of  histories  before  them,  and  a  comparison  of  the 
results  of  previous  investigation  by  the  individual  members.  We  find  that  a 
number  of  school  histories  have  been  written  by  Southern  authors,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  giving  a  history  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  from  a 
Southern  standpoint.  We  feel  compelled  to  say  that  these  histories  are, 
without  exception,  intensely  partisan,  untruthful  and  unfair  in  their  treatment 
of  the  events  of  the  war,  and  disloyal  to  our  system  of  government.  We  have 
not  thought  it  profitable  to  quote  extensively  from  these  books,  and  will  only 
refer  to  one,  as  a  fair  sample  of  its  class,  and  as  the  most  recent  of  the  pub- 
lications examined.  The  work  from  which  we  quote  is  that  of  Rev.  Dr.  D. 
W.  Jones,  published  in  1896,  and  declared  by  its  author  to  be  so  written 
that  it  "  shall  be  acceptable  to  the  South  and  fit  to  be  taught  in  her  schools.  *' 

In  explaining  the  origin  and  beginning  of  the  war,  the  author  claims 
that  (p.  240)  **  Mr.  Lincoln  inaugurated  a  war  of  subjugation,"  and  (p.  24) 
''that  the  seceding  states  not  only  had  a  perfect  right  to  withdraw  from  the 
Union,  but  that  they  had  amply  sufficient  cause  for  doing  so  and  that  the  war 
made  upon  them  by  the  North  was  utterly  unjxistifiable,  oppressive  and  cruel, 
and  that  the  South  could  honorably  have  pursued  no  other  course  than  to 
resist  force  with  force  and  make  her  heroic  struggle  for  constUuHoiuU  fru- 
dam.^*  This  author  in  referring  to  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  declares 
it  onconstitutional,  and  (p.  298)  that  '*The  final  consummation  of  the  edict  by 
a  triumph  of  force  over  justice  and  right  was  as  bold  a  piece  of  wholesale  . 
robbery  as  ever  the  conqueror  inflicted  upon  the  conquered."  On  page  318 
the  following  reference  is  made  to  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea,"  ** Those 
who  sing  '  Marching  through  Georgia'  forget  that  the  pillage  and  burning  of 
private  houses  and  the  wanton  outrages  and  insults  heaped  upon  old  men, 
women  and  children  along  the  track  of  that  army  were  a  blot  upon  the 
American  name  and  upon  the  civilization  of  the  19th  century,  and  such  a  blot 
as  all  lovers  of  our  country  should  seek  to  commit  to  oblivion."  This  writer 
is  not  willing  that  the  story  of  the  Confederate  treatment  of  Union  prisoners 
shall  go  into  oblivion,  and  falsely  declares  that  the  official  reports  of  Secre- 
tary Stanton  and  Surgeon-Oeneral  Barnes  show  ''that  nearly  four  per  cent 
more  Confederates  died  in  Northern  prisons  than  of  Federals  in  Southern 
prisons." 

We  are  glad  to  believe  that  these  extreme  opinions  do  not  represent 
public  sentiment  generally  in  the  South.  Many  of  the  leaders  of  those  who 
fought  against  the  Union  frankly  say  that  they  believe  they  were  wrong  and 
are  glad  the  e£fbrt  to  destroy  the  Union  was  a  failure.  We  r^'oice  when 
Qen.  Gordon  pays  his  eloquent  tribute  to  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  but  we 
would  not  have  our  children  forget  that  it  was  the  loyalty  and  valor  of  the 
Union  soldier  that  saved  the  flag,  which  now  represents  a  re-united  country. 
At  the  late  meeting  at  Nashville  of  the  Confederate  Veterans'  Association, 
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Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee  made  a  report  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  School 
Histories  for  that  organization,  from  which  we  quote  the  following,  believing 
it  will  be  listened  to  with  pleasure  by  the  Encampment: 

^'  We  recognize  that  the  destiny  of  the  South  is  now  inseparably  bound 
up  with  that  of  this  great  Republic,  and  that  it  is  to  the  interest  of  ih%  whole 
Nation  and  its  citizens  everywhere  that  coming  generations  of  Southern  men 
should  give  the  Union  the  same  love  and  devotion  which  their  fathers  so 
freely  gave  to  the  United  States  and  then  to  the  ill-starred  Confederacy;  that 
Southern  men  should  not  hereafter  feel  themselves  in  any  way  estranged  from 
their  country  or  ashamed  of  any  part  of  its  history,  step-children  as  it  were, 
in  the  National  home." 

We  have  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  story  of  the  Civil  War,  as 
found  in  the  school  histories,  in  most  general  use  in  the  different  states  which 
were  loyal  to  the  government,  and  greatly  regret  that  we  find  none  which  in 
our  opinion  merits  the  unqualifted  indorsement  of  this  organization.  One 
vital^ defect  in  these  books'is,  that  all  of  them  treat  the  war  as  a  contest  be- 
tween the  sections  of  our  country  known  as  North  and  South,  and  not  as  a 
war  waged  by  the  Government  for  the  suppression  of  rebellion  against  Na- 
tional authority  and  meant  to  destroy  National  existence.  It  seems  to  the 
Committee  that  children,  depending  upon  these  text-books  alone  for  infor- 
mation, would  not  be  able  to  distinguish  between  the  patriotism  of  those  who 
fought  to  save  the  Union  and  those  who  fought  to  destroy  it.  That  some  of 
the  histories  in  general  use  are  calculated  to  give  the  student  false  impres- 
sions as  to  the  relative  courage,  heroism,  and  achievements  of  the  contend- 
ing armies  and  of  the  qualities  of  their  leaders.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  recent 
report  of  the  Committee  on  School  Histories  of  the  Department  of  Massa- 
chussetts  expressed  the  truth  in  saying  that  "A  commercial  spirit  largely  con- 
trols and  inspires  these  publications."  In  support  of  our  objections  to  these 
histories  we  submit  a  few  quotations  which  could  easily  be  multiplied.  One 
history  that  is  regarded  by  the  committee  as  in  most  respects  an  admirable 
book,  teaches  that  the  war  was  a  sectional  affair,  when  it  declares,  '^This 
battle  (First  Bull  Run)  began  to  teach  the  people  at  the  North  that  they  must 
not  expect  to  make  a  speedy  conquest  of  the  South. ' ' 

In  one  book  widely  used  in  the  schools  of  the  Northern  states  we  find 
this  statement:  **The  sectional  difference  between  the  North  and  the  South 
had  its  source  in  the  difference  of  climate,  which  greatly  modified  the  char- 
acter of  the  people.  Again,  speaking  of  Sherman's  March  to  the  Sea:  "The 
army,  60,000  strong,  moved  in  four  columns  with  a  front  of  more  than  fifty 
miles,  cavalry  and  foragers  swarmed  on  the  flanks,  before  them  was  terror, 
behind  them,  asJies. 

In  another  of  the  books  in  quite  general  use,  we  find  three  lin«a devoted 
to  the  battle  of  Stone  river,  and  the  same  amount  of  space  to  a  description 
of  the  magmficant  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Miesionary  Ridge,  to- 
gether, while  nine  lines  are  used  in  telling  the  story  of  how  Stonewall  Jack- 
Hon,  with  17,000  men,  drove  Banks,  with  9,000,  out  of  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
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It  should  be  noted  that  this  author  gives  the  total  number  of  men  under  Banks 
and  Jackson  at  26,000,  while  the  aggregate  loss  at  Stone  river  is  given  as 
25,000.  The  same  work,  giving  an  account  of  the  seige  and  surrender  of 
Vicksburg,  barely  mentions  Grant  and  his  army,  without  praise  or  eulogy, 
while  in  a  description  of  the  scenes  that  occurred  afler  the  surrender,  we 
find  more  space  devoted  to  the  conspicuous  part  taken  by  the  War  Eagle  of 
the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Regiment,  than  is  devoted  to  the  description  of  the 
battles  of  Stone  river,  Lookout  Mountain,  and  Missionary  Ridge  together. 
We  quote  as  follows:  **  Among  those  who  took  part  in  the  celebration  of 
that  victory  was  the  War  Eagle  *  Old  Abe ' ;  he  was  a  pet  bird,  the  hero  of 
many  battles,  and  was  carried  perched  on  the  flag  by  one  of  the  color  bearers 
of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  Regiment.  He  had  flapped  his  wings  and  screamed 
defiance  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  and  now  he  exulted  with  the  boys  in  blue 
over  the  result." 

In  many  of  these  works  extravagant  expressions  are  used  to  describe 
National  defeats,  as  "this  crushing  defeat."  Again,  **the  Confederates 
<;ould  not  be  conquered  until  they  were  destroyed,"  and  again, "  surrender  of 
the  few  battle-scarred  veterans  that  were  living  of  the  once  terrible  army  of 
Northern  Virginia."  In  several  of  these  books  there  is  a  notable  omission 
of  even  the  names  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  Union  generals,  living 
and  dead,  and  in  many  the  most  flattering  and  laudatory  notices  of  the  char- 
acter and  ability  of  leading  Confederates  and  no  complimentary  reference  to 
any  of  the  great  leaders  of  the  Union  armies.  We  think  we  are  justified  in 
the  conclusion,  that  each  of  the  histories  examined  by  us  and  now  in  general 
use  in  the  schools  of  the  country  is  so  deficient  in  the  history  of  the  Civil 
War  as  to  be  unfit  for  use  as  a  text-book.  We  therefore  recommend  that 
this  Encampment  records  a  solemn  and  emphatic  protest  against  the  fiirther 
use  of  any  history  of  the  Civil  War,  in  the  public  schools  of  the  country, 
which  does  not  teach  that  this  war  was  a  war  waged  by  the  National  Gov- 
ernment for  the  suppression  of  rebellion,  and  the  preservation  of  National 
exbtence;  that  there  was  a  right  and  wrong  side  to  the  momentous  issue  de- 
cided on  the  red  fields  from  Sumter  to  Appomattox,  that  in  the  decision  of 
this  question  the  victors  were  right  and  the  vanquished  wrong. 

The  committee  note  with  pleasure  that  the  recent  agitation  of  the  sub- 
ject under  consideration  has  awakened  very  general  interest,  which  has  led 
to  the  revision  of  some  of  the  older  books,  and  the  preparation  of  a  number 
of  new  works  much  less  objectionable  than  those  now  in  general  use. 

We  have  given  some  consideration  to  the  question  of  the  preparation 
of  a  school  history  by  a  commission  and  our  conclusion  is  not  favorable  to 
this  plan ;  we  believe  that  a  committee  might  be  efficient  and  useful  in  the 
collection  of  materials  for  the  historian's  use,  but  that  a  real  history,  properly 
written  and  adapted  to  general  use,  must  be  the  product  of  one  mind.  We 
realize  that  there  are  many  and  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of  replacing 
unpatriotic  and  improper  histories  with  those  which  shall  be  satisfactory'. 
We  think  that  as  these  books  are  to  be  selected,  generally,  by  local  officials, 
the  work  of  reform  must  be  carried  out  through  the  Departments,  Posts,  and 
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Other  patriotic  organizatioDS.     We  have  no  doubt  that  through  these  agen- 
cies this  important  work  may  be  accomplished. 

The  committee,  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  said,  believe  it  to 
be  in  entire  harmony  with  the  purpose  of  their  appointment  to  make  some 
suggestions  on  the  general  topic  of  patriotic  teaching  in  our  schools. 

Over  one-half  of  our  more  than  70,000,000  of  people  have  become  cit- 
izens by  birth  or  immigration  since  the  first  rebel  g^n  was  fired  on  Fort 
Sumter.  Multitudes  have  come  from  foreign  lands  not  only  ignorant  of  our 
language  and  customs,  but  also  of  our  history  and  form  of  government. 
The  need  of  patriotic  teaching  that  will  make  intelligent,  moral,  and  law- 
abiding  citizens  is  a  pressing  need  of  our  times.  The  spirit  of  lawlessness 
that  is  manifested  in  many  ways  threatens  our  free  institutions. 

What  we  would  have  appear  in  the  public  life  of  our  country  must  in 
some  way  first  appear  in  our  schools,  and  very  much  can  be  done  in  the 
creation  of  higher  standards  of  citizenship.  A  great  point  will  be  gained 
when  the  histories  in  the  hands  of  our  boys  and  girls  give  the  truth  about  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  the  lessons  of  warning  and  instruction  it  should 
teach.  There  is  a  remarkable  interest  in  the  study  of  the  events  of  the  war, 
and  not  the  least  significant  token  is  the  interest  taken  in  that  war  by  many 
foreign  bom  people  and  their  children. 

We  recognize  gratefully  the  fact  that  in  many  of  the  schools  special 
attention  is  given  to  all  lines  of  patriotic  teachings  and  observances. 

A  remarkable  number  of  histories  of  the  United  States  and  other  books 
calculated  to  intensify  love  of  country,  and  make  intelligent  citizens,  have 
been  published.  Some  of  the  most  attractive  and  beautiful  productions  of 
the  modern  press  have  been  devoted  to  the  war  and  the  heroes  of  our 
country.  It  is  significant  that  the  * 'Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific 
Circle,"  whose  headquarters  are  in  this  city,  in  its  course  of  reading  has  an 
''American  Year,"  which  emphasizes  the  history,  tLo  Hi  arature,  and  the 
growth  of  the  Nation. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  deserves  unstinted  credit  for  the  efficient 
work  already  accomplished  in  the  line  of  patriotic  teaching  through  its  able 
and  patriotic  committees. 

The  Committee  believe  that  what  is  now  efficiently  done  in  some  of  our 
schools  may  be  done  in  every  part  of  the  country.  We  believe  that  the 
country  is  ripe  for  more  direct  and  special  patriotic  work  in  our  schools,  and 
your  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  the  following  points  as  worthy 
of  endorsement: 

First — Intelligent  patriotism  demands  a  knowledge  of  our  country's 
history,  and  especially  of  the  momentous  period  from  1861  to  1865. 

Second — Our  youth  should  study  the  lives  of  our  greatest  and  best  citi- 
zens. Our  young  Nation  has  already  a  long  list  of  heroic  men  and  women 
who  compare  favorably  with  the  best  the  world  has  produced,  and  who.  have 
contributed  to  all  that  makes  this  country  great.  The  stories  of  the  noble 
deeds  of  our  countrymen  should  become  familiar  to  our  young  people. 

Third — Our  children  should  get  acquainted  with  American  literature. 
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We  have  authors  who  are  worthy  of  a  great  people.  In  oar  schools  and  in 
onr  homes  we  should  teach  respect  for  our  national  poets,  we  should  sing  onr 
patriotic  songs  and  become  familiar  with  the  eloquent  speeches  of  American 
orators  that  contain  so  much  of  patriotic  instruction.  The  study  of  our  form 
of  govemment  and  of  republican  institutions  should  be  emphasized. 

Fourth — ^Next  to  the  Gross  that  stands  for  all  that  is  sacred  in  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  should  be  held  the  banner  that  is  recognized  throughout  the 
world  as  the  symbol  of  our  Union  of  States  and  that  stands  for  so  much  of 
our  history.  The  use  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes  has  enormously  increased.  Its 
nsea  for  political  partisanship  or  for  personal  greed  should  be  seriously 
opposed.  The  floating  of  the  flag  on  our  schoolhouses  and  other  public  build- 
ngs  is  becoming  almost  a  universal  custom.  The  Grand  Army  has  done 
much  to  increase  the  public  use  of  the  ^ag,  not  as  a  bit  of  sentiment,  but  as 
a  perpetual  object  lesson  to  our  boys  and  girls. 

Fifth — One  of  the  most  important  and  practical  methods  of  patriotic 
teaching  is  by  the  celebration  of  special  days  that  commemorate  great  events 
or  great  lives.  Such  celebrations  hold  before  our  youth  high  ideals  and  fur- 
nish them  actual  examples  of  heroism  and  sacrifice.  We  are  gratified  at  the 
increasing  number  of  monuments,  tablets,  statues  and  paintings  created  to 
preserve  the  memories  of  the  leaders  and  the  great  events  of  the  war; 
Memorial  days  properly  celebrated  are  in  themselves  more  enduring  monu- 
ments than  can  be  fashioned  in  granite,  marble,  or  bronze,  and  are  of  peculiar 
value  in  preserving  the  memory  of  the  heroic  services  of  the  private  soldier. 
The  birthdays  of  Lincoln,  Washington,  and  Grant  are  becoming  each  year 
more  notable  celebrations  that  tend  to  create  love  of  country.  There  is  need 
of  guarding  our  national  holidays  that  they  be  kept  sacred  to  the  work  of 
teaching  reverence  to  the  memory  of  the  past  and  consecration  to  the  work 
of  the  present  and  future.  Each  year  finds  our  Memorial  Day  of  May  30 
more  and  more  widely  celebrated.  The  suggestion  has  had  wide  attention,  that 
in  order  to  preserve  this  day  as  a  Memorial  Day,  it  should  be  observed  on  the  . 
last  Sunday  of  May,  and  this  question  may  well  be  considered  by  this  En- 
campment. This  celebration  is  a  perpetual  monument  to  the  memory  of 
those  who  thought  that  hardship  and  suffering  and  even  life  itself  was  not 
too  much  to  give  for  one's  country.  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  has  ren- 
dered valuable  service  by  his  suggestion  that  on  the  Friday  preceding  Me- 
morial Day,  old  soldiers  shall  appear,  and  when  possible,  speak  in  all  our 
schools.  *  In  a  large  number  of  public  schools.  Memorial  day  is  considered 
the  greatest  public  observance  of  the  year  in  the  minds  of  teachers  and  pupils. 

It  will  be  well  if  every  Post  and  every  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  join  with  all  patriotic  societies  and  all  who  love  our  common 
country  in  the  work  of  patriotic  teaching.  If  we  can  aid  the  present  gen- 
eration to  adopt  our  patriotic  songs,  become  familiar  with  our  literature,  so 
rich  in  patriotic  suggestion,  to  observe  our  memorial  days  and  to  increasingly 
respect  the  flag  and  be  faithful  and  loyal  citizens  of  the  Republic,  qur  organi- 
zation will  have  accomplished  a  noble  work. 

We  again  declare  our  readiness  to  unite  with  our  fellow  citizens  in  all 
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parte  of  the  land  in  the  recognition  of  the  courage,  manhood,  and  devotion 
shown  by  the  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War  on  both  sides.  We  do  not  desire  to 
perpetuate  sectional  strife  or  partisan  bitterness.  We  reverently  bow  to  the 
spirit  of  the  injunction  of  our  glorious  leader,  who  paused  on  the  march  to 
his  last  and  greatest  triumph,  to  say,  "Let  us  have  peace.'*  We  do  not 
believe,  however,  that  we  are  called  upon  to  purchase  peace  by  any  false  or 
unpatriotic  coloring  of  the  facts  of  history.  The  committee  beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  recommendations : 

First — That  this  Encampment  urge  the  continued  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion of  improved  text-books  in  our  schools,  that  relate  to  the  histoiy  of  the 
United  States,  especially  as  to  the  evente  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Second — ^That  the  National  Encampment  authorize  the  appointment  of 
a  permanent  committee  on  the  subject  of  teaching  patriotism  in  our  schools, 
who  shall  make  a  report  at  each  session  of  the  National  Encampment. 

Third — ^That  it  be  urged  upon  each  Department  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  recommended  to  the  Women's  Relief  Corps,  the  Sons  of 
Veterans,  and'  all  allied  organizations,  that  they  give  direct  and  persistent 
attention  to  the  removal  and  exclusion  of  the  improper  histories  now  in  use 
in  the  public  schools,  and  to  replacing  such  by  suitable  text-books,  and  that 
special  attention  be  given  by  these  organizations  to  the  matter  of  training 
the  coming  citizens  of  the  Republic  in  loyal  devotion  to  our  country  and  its 
glorious  flag. 

A.  0.  MARSH,  Chairman. 

D.  C.  MILNER. 

M.  N.  DICKINSON. 

THOMAS  J.  SAMPLE. 

WM.  M.  OLIN. 

Comrade  Dowling,  of  Ohio :  Commander-in-Chief:  Some 
time  ago  I  offered  a  motion  which  Comrade  Warner,  of  Missouri  ^ 
asked  me  if  1  would  not  be  kind  enough  to  hold  in  abeyanoe 
until  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  appointed.  I  yielded 
gracefully,  and  now  renew  my  motion  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
and  that  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  officers. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  First  nomination  and  then 
election? 

Comrade  Dowling:  Of  course. 

Comrade  Stahl,  of  New  Jersey :  Commander-in-Chief: 
Some  time  ago  I  made  an  amendment  to  the  comrade's  motion, 
which,  at  the  request  of  Comrade  Warner  I  held  in  abeyance 
until  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  should  be  appointed.  I 
have  yielded  gracefully  and  now  renew  my  amendment  that  wo^ 
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strike  out  the  word  election  and  insert  thei-efor  the  word  nomina- 
tion. 

Comrade  Dowling  :  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  pre- 
vail. Many  of  us  are  men  of  affairs,  men  of  busing,  and  we 
have  been  here  nearly  all  the  week.  To-morrow  is  Friday,  and 
next  day  is  Saturday.  We  certainly  want  to  get  home  by  Sun- 
day. 

Upon  a  division  of  the  house,  the  amendment  of  Comrade 
Stahl  was  lost,  and  the  motion  of  Comrade  Dowling  prevailed. 

Comrade  Bartlett,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  nominating 
speeches  be  limited  to  five  minutes,  and  seconding  speeches  to 
one  minute,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  ix>ll  of  Departments.  When 
the  Department  of  Massachusetts  w*as  called,  Comrade  Wether- 
bee  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows : 

Commander -in-Chi^  and  Comrades  of  this  Encampment:  At  the 
Department  Encampment  of  Massachusetts  held  in  February  last,  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  vote,  that  the  delegates  to  this  En- 
campment should  present  the  name  of  one  of  the  beloved  comrades  of 
Massachusetts  as  a  candidate  for  Commander-in-Chief,  and  to  me  has  been 
assigned  the  pleasant  duty  of  voicing  that  presentation. 

I  propose  to  give  you  a  few  plain,  unvarnished  fact^,  without  going  into 
any  eulogy  of  the  man  whom  I  present  to  you.  As  a  soldier  he  occupied  no 
official  station,  but  he  was  a  private.  He  ran  away  from  home  at  15  years  of 
age  and  enlisted,  and  was  taken  back  home  again,  as  his  regiment  was  -leav- 
ing the  state.  A  short  time  after  that  he  obtained  the  consent  of  his  parenu**, 
and  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Battery,  which  is  acknowledged  to 
have  been  one  of  the  best  sent  out  by  Massachusetts.  For  a  year  he  was  No. 
8  man  at  the  gun  and  for  the  next  two  years  he  carried  the  powder.  He  was 
with  that  battery  through  every  engagement  and  with  it  every  day  of  its 
service.   ^ 

As  a  citizen  he  has  held  positions  of  prominence.  He  was  for  several 
years  Fire  Commissioner  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  held  that  office  until  the 
commission  was  legislated  out  of  existence,  when  he  was  made  Street  Com- 
missioner, an  office  that  he  holds  today,  ahd  he  is  a  man  honored  and  respecto*! 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  in  all  the  walks  of  life. 

As  a  Grand  Army  man,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Order  for  many 
years.  You  have  honored  him  and  he  has  been  honored  in  his  Department. 
He  has  been  Department  Commander,  and  has  been  Senior  Vice-Commander- 
in-Chief.     During  all  those  years  he  has  been  constant  in  his  attendance  upon 
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his  post  meetings.  During  tbe  years  that  he  held  these  offices,  he  always  at- 
tended his  post  meetings  when  in  the  city.  Daring  the  last  five  years  he  has  not 
missed  six  meetings  of  the  two  meetings  a  month  which  his  post  holds.  He 
is  a  working  member  on  the  floor,  and  a  member  of  nearly  all  the  committees, 
because  they  know  that  when  they  give  him  a  dnty  to  perform,  it  is  performed 
properly  and  promptly.  He  is  the  comrade  who,  in  1890,  was  in  command 
of  the  Department  of  Massachusetts,  and  it  is  to  him,  largely,  that  you,  who 
came  to  Boston,  and  I  trust  enjoyed  yourselves,  that  the  success  of  that  En- 
campment was  due.  He  is  a  royal  good  fellow  in  every  respect,  and  true  to  his 
comrades  on  every  occasion.  He  is  constantly  working,  not  for  himself,  or  for 
his  own  aggrandizement,  but  for  the  benefit  of  his  comrades.  He  stands  high  in 
the  Department  of  Massachusetts.  'He  is  constantly  doing  for  the  Department. 
We  have  there  a  Grand  Army  Club,  as  we  call  it,  which  contains  a  large  por- 
tion of  our  membership.  It  is  composed  of  clergymen,  doctors,  lawyers, 
judges,  and  tbe  rank  and  file,  and  is  wholly  for  social  purposes.  li  has  been 
in  existence  now  about  eight  years,  and  the  comrade  whose  name  I  shall  pre- 
sent has  been  its  president  every  year.  I  am  going  to  present  to  you  the 
name  of  Comrade  George  H.  Innis,  of  Massachusetts,  and  when  I  do  so,  I 
give  you  a  man  who  is  free  born,  of  good  repute,  and  well  recommended. 

V*     To  the  call  of  the  Department  of  New  Hampshire,  Com- 
rade Cogswell,  of  that  Department,  responded  as  follows : 

Commander -in- Ch^f  and  Comrades:  I  admit,  and  every  comrade  has 
the  right  to  admit,  that  every  comrade  who  has  been  or  may  be  presented 
for  office  in  this  Encampment,  in  the  days  that  tried  men's  souls,  did  his  duty 
faithfully  and  well  in  whatever  position  he  was  assigned. 

Representing,  as  I  do  to-day,  the  Department  of  New  Hampshire,  I  am 
here  to  present  for  your  favorable  consideration  the  name  of  a  comrade  who 
did  his  duty  well  and  faithfully  in  the  position  he  occupied. 

•  In  civil  life  he  has  been  honored  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 
Commencing  in  his  city  as  Alderman,  he  was  soon  elected  one  of  the  Gover- 
nor's Council.  For  six  years,  by  the  appointment  of  three  different  gover- 
nors, he  has  held  the  office  of  Insurance  Commissioner.  He  is  a  man  who, 
as  a  citizen,  and  as  an  American,  is  the  peer  of  any  man  in  this  Encampment 
or  in  this  country. 

As  a  Grand  Army  man,  from  the  date  that  the  Grand  Arm;j  was  first 
organized,  he  has  been  an  active  worker  in  this  great  association.  He  has 
held  the  various  offices  of  his  post ;  for  two  years  he  was  Commander  of  the 
Department  of  New  Hampshire,  and  during  that  time  doubled  its  member- 
ghip.     It  increased  from  2,500  to  almost  6,000  under  his  administration. 

The  Comrade  whom  I  shall  name  to  you  did  not  have  the  opportunity 
in  bis  early  childhood  to  acquire  such  an  education  as  many  of  you  have,  but 
I  tell  you,  comrades,  he  graduated  from  one  of  the  great  colleges  of  New 
England  that  exist  all  up  and  down  our  rivers,  the  cotton  mill  and  the  machine 
shop.     Graduating  from  there,  that  institution  known  all  over  this  country, 
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grand  old  Dartmouth,  honored  itself  and  honored  him  by  presenting  him  one 
of  the  highest  degrees  in  its  gift. 

At  St.  Paal,  one  year  ago,  the  man  whom  I  shall  name  was  a  leading 
candidate,  but  he  most  gracefully  retired  from  the  race  in  favor  of  your  pres- 
ent honored  Commander-in-Chief. 

I  name,  for  your  consideration,  and  your  election,  John  C.  Linehan,  of 
New  Hampshire.  As  yon  cast  your  votes,  my  comrades,  let  me  ask  of  you  to 
look  over  the  roll,  and  see  who  have  been  Commanders-in-Chief  from  New 
England.     Let  the  old  Granite  State  have  this  honor  at  this  time. 

Comrade  R.  B.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  responded  when  that 
Department  was  called,  as  follows : 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades:  Ohio,  with  becoming  modesty, 
characteristic  of  her  history  for  seventy-five  years,  comes  to  this  Encamp- 
ment to  point  a  way,  as  she  thinks,  to  enlarged  and  better  usefulness  for  the 
Grand  Army,  in  the  candidate  that  she  shall  present  for  your  suffrages.  I  am 
the  more  emboldened  to  name  him  here  when  I  reflect  that  in  1876,  in  Chi- 
cago, the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  called  to  its  leadership  one  of  the 
matchless  sons  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  make  it  possible  for  him  to  lead  to 
greater  usefulness,  they  decreed  that  the  Encampment  of  1876  should  be  held 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  within  the  borders  of  their  own  Department.  In 
the  great  Centennial  year,  the  Grand  Army,  by  its  comrades  from  the  East 
and  from  the  West,  from  the  North  and  from  the  South,  took  a  new  birth  in 
the  city  of  brotherly  love,  and  for  the  second  time  honored  itself  and  the 
great  Department  within  whose  borders  it  met,  by  re-electing  John  F..  Hart- 
ranft  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  second  time.  Ohio  comes,  asking  that 
while  the  Encampment  has  been  located  in  the  Queen  City  of  the  West, 
the  leadership  may  also  be  given  to  the  Buckeye  Department,  to  the  end 
that  enlarged  usefulness  and  broader  work  than  ever  before  may  follow  j  and 
I  am  commanded  by  the  seven  hundred  comrades  of  the  Hamilton  Encamp- 
ment of  1897,  to  name  for  your  consideration  and  your  suffrages,  a  comrade 
known  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  not  only  as  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army,  but  a  citizen  of  high  repute  and  high  usefulness.  His 
ancestors  coming  from  the  old  State  of  Vermont,  born  upon  that  soil  over 
which  floats  the  shadow  of  the  monument  erected  to  the  husband  of  Molly 
Stark,  he,  himself,  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the  good  State  of  Wisconsin. 
Sent  to  Ohio  in  his  youth,  in  1867,  to  be  educated  in  Oberlin  University,  he  went 
to  the  front  in  1861,  a  soldier  in  the  ranks.  I  cannot  follow  his  military 
career,  but  it  would  be  unfair  in  me  not  to  say,  in  passing,  that  he  was  en- 
gaged in  every  skirmish  and  battle  that  his  regiment  participated  in,  and 
performed  every  duty  entrusted  to  him  until  he  became  a  prisoner  of  war, 
and  in  his  heart  of  hearts  his  chief  glory  is,  that  while  in  the  southwest, 
offered  repeatedly  employment  in  aid  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  Rebellion, 
he  declared  that  he  would  allow  his  bones  to  rest  in  Louisiana  soil  rather  than 
fbi^ear  allegiance  to  the  Old  Flag,  and  take  any  sort  of  service  in  that 
16 
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ticcursed  country.  Returning  to  his  regiment,  he  completed  his  tertn  of  8err- 
ice,  and  then  located  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  engaged  in  Uie  profession  for 
which  he  was  so  eminently  fitted.  As  the  editor  of  a  newspaper,  he  has  risen 
to  the  very  highest  rank.  Never  an  office-seeker,  never  in  his  life  an  office- 
holder, not  here  of  his  own  seeking,  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  comrades 
of  his  Department,  he  is  here  at  our  invitation,  not  to  glorify  Ohio,  or  to 
bring  prominence  to  our  Department,  but  because  we  esteem  him  a  natural 
born  leader  of  men,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Comradeship  of  Ohio,  I  am 
commissioned  to  present  him  to  you.  In  1886,  it  was  found  that  285  men, 
who  honorably  wore  the  blue,  had  crossed  the  hills  to  the  poorhouses  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Ohio,  and  then  rested  upon  the  pallets  of  shame  within 
our  county  infirmaries.  A  commission  was  constituted  of  which  our  candi- 
date was  made  the  President,  and  for  four  years  he  served  in  that*  capacity. 
Ever  since  that  time  he  has  been  an  active  comrade  in  the  ranks.  He  was 
once  our  Department  Commander,  he  is  a  man  above  men,  a  soldier  beyond 
reproach,  a  citizen  honored  and  respected  wherever  known^  and  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  for  your  suffrages,  Isaac  Foster  Mack,  of  McLean  Post 
No.  19,  Department  of  Ohio. 

When  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  was  called^  Com- 
rade Thomas  J.  Stewart,  of  that  Department,  addressed  the 
Encampment  as  follows : 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades:  If  I  was  off  somewhere  at  one 
side,  I  would  take  my  Comrade  Brown  by  the  hand  and  we  would  go  into 
some  quiet  corner  and  have  a  little  smile  about  his  remark  as  to  modesty.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  up  to  the  time  John  F.  Hartranfl  was 
elected  Commander-in-Chief,  every  Commander-in-Chief  had  been  re-elected. 
The  Encampment  went  to  Philadelphia  in  1876  because  the  people  of  that 
city  had  invited  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  visit  them  and  witness  the 
great  Centennial  Exposition.  At  that  time  the  membership  of  this  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  was  confined  largely  to  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States, 
and  not  500  men  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  wore  the  badge  of  the  order. 
To-day  we  are  here  in  assembly  representing  over  850,000  men,  we  are  here 
to  consider  and  determine  what  will  conduce  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  what  will  best  broaden  its  beneficence,  defend 
its  name,  guard  its  honor,  and  continue  its  glory.  Not  the  least  of  the  things 
committed  to  the  wisdom  and  the  judgment  of  this  Encampment  is  the  choice 
of  one  of  our  comrades  who  shall  be  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  into  whose 
hands  the  standard  of  our  order  shall  be  placed,  and  to  whom  we  shall 
confide  the  welfare  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  But  one  comrade 
can  be  chosen  to  this  high  office  at  this  time  from  out  our  membership  of 
hundreds  of  thousands.  Who  may  aspire  to  it?  Every  man  who  wears  upon 
his  breast  as  of  right  the  bronze  badge  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
in  this  organization  there  are  some  who  are  conspicuous  in  their  memberaHip. 
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Ever  since  time  began  men  have  been  led  and  men  have  followed ;  and  where 
leader  and  led  have  done  their  whole  duty  as  here  in  this  organization,  they 
find  equal  honor.  But  even  here  we  find  some  who  enjoy  above  others  the 
confidence  of  their  fellows  because  of  what  they  are  and  what  they  did,  and  I 
am  instructed  by  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  through  the  action  of  the 
1  )epartment  Eticampment,  and  for  the  thousands  within  her  membership,  to 
present  to  you  a  name  for  consideration  for  the  high  honor  of  Commander- 
in-Chief 

When  the  pillars  of  this  Republic  were  rocking  to  their  very  base,  and 
when  the  old  flag  was  in  danger,  he  was  a  boy  at  the  printer's  desk.  He 
put  his  name  down  on  the  roll  along  with  the  other  boys  of  his  town  as  a 
private  soldier.  His  companions  of  that  time  saw  his  worth  then  as  we  see 
it  and  know  it  to-day,  and  they  made  him  first  lieutenant  of  his  company  in 
the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  and  he  served  until  the  end  of  the  first 
three  months'  call.  He  then  raised  a  company  in  the  Forty-seventh  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  took  command  of  it  as  captain,  rose  through  the 
regidar  grades,  until,  when  Appomattox  was  reached,  and  we  had  come  out 
of  the  wilderness  of  war  into  the  sweet  fields  of  peace,  he  had  won  by  con- 
spicuous service  the  brevet  of  a  brigadier-general  of  the  United  States  Vol- 
unteers. 

The  men  of  the  Thirteenth,  the  Sixteenth,  and  the  Nineteenth  Army 
Corps  have  felt  the  elbow  touch  of  the  men  of  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  men  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  felt  the  elbow  touch  of  the 
men  of  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  That 
regiment  was  one  of  the  gi*eat  host  that  kept  the  flag  where  it  is  to  day,  and 
they  had  the  elbow  touch  of  every  man  who  wore  the  blue,  just  as  they  gave 
it.  When  the  war  was  over  and  peace  came  back  to  our  weary  land,  in  1867 
— 1  won't  say  for  "many  years,"  but  I  will  give  you  the  dates— in  1867  our 
candidate  stood  at  the  cradle  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  his  Post,  and  its  first  Commander ;  and  he  has  been  in 
continuous  active  membership  ever  since.  Always  active,  always  on  duty ; 
when  others  despaired,  he  was  hopeful ;  when  others  grew  weak  in  the  work 
of  our  order,  he  grew  strong;  when  others  accused  and  assailed,  he  defended. 
He  was  the  District  Deputy  to  a  Provisional  Department  Commander  before 
there  were  any  Department  Commanders,  or  Department  Encampments,  and 
was  unanimously  chosen  Department  Commander  in  1886. 

In  civic  station  he  has  been  honored  by  the  people  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  a  leader  of  the  senate  of  that  state  ;  appointed  by  the  governor  a  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Gettysburg  Battlefield  Monument  Commission,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Pennsylvania  Soldiers*  Home  ever  since  it  was 
organized,  and  a  member  of  the  commission  in  charge  of  the  Soldiers' 
Orphan  Schools  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Commander-in-C'hief  notified  Comratle  Stewart  that  he 
had  one  minute  of  tim«  lef>.     Comrade  Stewart  eontiniUHl : 
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He  is  a  member  of  other  bodies.  He  is  a  member  of  organizations 
world-wide  in  their  renown,  honored  for  their  beneficence  and  the  high  char- 
acter of  their  membership,  and  in  these  he  has  held  the  most  distinguished 
place.  He  followed  the  flag  of  his  country  through  all  the  storm  and  night 
of  Civil  War,  kept  close  up  under  its  folds,  and  for  nearly  five  years  placed 
his  young  life  in  the  hazard  and  chance  of  conflict. 

He  has  followed  the  banner  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for 
thirty  years,  and  supported  with  a  superb  loyalty  every  leader  we  have  had, 
and  now  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  with  her  great  active  membership 
asks  the  Grand  Army  to  follow  him.  He  will  guide  you  with  wisdom,  com- 
mand you  with  ability.  In  his  hands  your  standard  will  be  safe,  and  he  will 
bring  it  back  to  you  at  the  next  National  Encampment  without  a  stain. 
While  in  his  keeping  it  will  never  be  lowered  save  to  pay  tribute  to  a  soldier 
of  the  Union  or  a  defender  of  the  flag.  We  have  written  in  the  years  that 
are  gone  many  names  on  the  pages  of  Grand  Army  history.  We  wrote  them 
there  because  we  loved  and  trusted  them ;  they  were  our  chief  jewels,  and 
now  for  those  I  represent  I  ask  that  you  add  the  name  of  Pennsylvania's 
brave  soldier  and  conspicuous  citizen,  your  friend  and  your  comrade,  General 
John  P.  S.  Gobin. 

Comrade  Atkinhon,  of  New  York:  Coniinander-ln- 
Chief  and  Comrades,  to  me  has  been  del^ated  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  New  York,  the  duty  of  seconding  the  nomination  of 
one  of  the  candidates  who  has  l)een  named.  I  desire  to  say  on 
behalf  of  our  Department  that  we  recognize  the  high  quali- 
ties of  each  and  every  candidate  who  has  been  placed  befon* 
this  Encampment.  I  desire  to  say  also  that  in  the  matter  of 
<»quity  and  ju.stice  we  have  discussed  not  only  the  merits  of  the 
candidates,  but  the  justness  of  the  demands  made  by  the  Depart- 
ments that  have  placed  tliese  candidates  in  nomination.  We 
have  found  that  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  has  presented 
a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief  and  we  have 
found  also  that  in  the  year  1893  the  Department  of  Massa- 
<'husetts  was  honored  \\ith  that  high  office.  We  also  recognize 
tliat  in  the  year  1 890,  the  great  eastern  section  of  this  country — 
The  comrade  was  interrupted  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who 
notified  him  that  his  time  was  exhausted,  and  except  by  unani- 
mous consent  he  could  not  proceed.  Unanimous  consent  not 
l)eing  given,  the  comrade  was  only  allowed  to  conclude  his  iv- 
marks  as  follows :  The  Department  of  New  York  desires  to 
second  the  nomination  of  I.  F.  Mack,  of  Ohio. 
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CoMRADU  DowNH,  of  New  Mexico :  While  we  have  a 
ffreat  deal  of  emigration  from  Ohio  into  New  Mexico,  we  second 
the  nomination  of  the  comrade  irom  Pennsylvania. 

A  comrade  from  the  Department  of  North  Dakota,  an- 
nounced that  tliat  Department  seconded  the  nomination  of  Com- 
rade Gobin. 

Comrade  Tanner,  of  New  York  :  Commander-in-Chief, 
I  congratulate  the  Grand  Army  on  the  richness  of  character  and 
ability  that  it  possesses,  but  confronted  by  the  fact  that  we  can 
vote  for  but  one  man,  I  rise  to  say  of  a  man  whom  I  have 
known  for  many  years,  that  he  is  capable  and  worthy  to  the  last 
degree,  and  I  stand  now  as  I  stood  a  year  ago,  for  that  splendid 
representative  of  American  manhcKxi,  the  son  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, John  C.  liinehan. 

Comrade  Shute,  of  the  Department  of  Ix>uisiana  and 
Mississippi:  The  Department  of  Ijouisiana  and  Mississippi 
desires  to  second  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Linchan,  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Comrade  Ketchum,  of  Texas:  I  sect)nd  the  nomination 
of  Comrade  Mack,  of  Ohio. 

Comrade  Carleton,  of  Maine :  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
rise  from  the  most  eastern  state  in  this  great  country  of  ours, 
the  state  that  gave  to  the  country  the  immortal  Hamlin,  the 
companion  of  Lincoln  during  the  days  of  the  war,  the  Pine  Tree 
State,  which  has  given  to  this  country  Thomas  B.  Reed,  who 
presides  over  your  House  of  Representatives,  and  which  has 
given  to  the  great  State  of  New  York  the  eloquent  Grovernor 
whom  we  listened  to  here  to-day,  and  in  behalf  of  the  comrades 
of  that  state,  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  that  |)eerless 
comrade,  John  C.  Linehan,  of  New  Hampshire. 

Comrade  Norcross,  of  Maine :  As  a  small  portion  of  tlie 
del^adon  of  the  State  of  Maine  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination 
of  Comrade  Mack,  of  Ohio. 

Comrade  Ranslow,  of  Vermont:  Vermont  believes  that 
the  very  life  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  depends  upon 
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a  fair  and  equitable  distribution  of  the  honors,  other  things  being 
equal.  Vermont  tliei'efore  stands  for  John  C.  Linehan,  oif  New 
Hampshire. 

The  Department  of  Kentucky  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Comrade  Mack. 

Comrade  Evans,  of  Iowa,  on  behalf  of  his  Department, 
seconded  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Gobin. 

Comrade  Leonard,  of  West  Virginia,  on  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gation from  that  Department,  seconded  the  nomination  of  Com- 
i-ade  Linehan. 

Comrade  Gray,  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Wiscon- 
sin, seconded  the  nomination  on  behalf  of  a  majority  of  the  dele- 
gates f5pom  his  Department,  of  Comrade  Mack,  of  Ohio. 

Comrade  George  W.  Morton,  of  Wisconsin :  Represent- 
ing a  minority  vote  from  the  Department  of  Wisconsin,  I  desire 
to  second  the  nomination  of  John  C.  Linehan,  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Comrade  Dodge,  of  Indiana:  Commander-in-Chief,  bom 
in  Ohio,  T  rendered  my  country  service  as  a  soldier  of  the  State 
of  Ohio.  I  am  proud  of  the  grand  old  state,  and  the  grand 
people,  but  I  am  prouder  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
Knowing  the  history  of  the  organization  in  the  past,  and  believ- 
ing that  you  know  it,  and  looking  to  its  welfare  in  the  future, 
not  speaking  on  behalf  of  my  state,  I  say  to  you  personally,  and 
appeal  to  this  organization  for  the  good  of  this  order,  to  elect 
Comrade  Gobin  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Department  of  Georgia  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Comrade  Mack. 

Comrade  Nevius,  of  New  Jersey:  Commander-in-Chief, 
ivpresenting  the  Department  of  New  Jersey,  which  lies  only 
ju*ix)ss  the  river  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  we  know  Penn- 
sylvania's candidate  as  well  as  they  do.  He  was  one  of  the  five 
Department  Commanders  who  served  with  me  upon  a  National 
Conrt  Martial  when  it  drew  blood  almost  from  our  veins  and 
tears  from   our  eyes  to  do  justice  to  the  Grand  Army  of  tite 
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RepubliCj  and  to  enforce  it<  regulations  in  the  only  National 
Court  Martial  that  has  ever  been  held  since  this  organizjation 
existed.  The  candidate  from  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania 
was  so  conscientious  a  man,  so  able  a  lawyer,  and  he  pointed 
out  to  that  commission  the  error  which  sympathy  would  bring  to 
succeeding  Encampments  of  this  Gi'and  Army  so  plainly  that 
there' was  no  escape,  and  Comrade  Gobin's  opinion  has  been 
upheld  every  time  that  that  matter  came  before  this  Encamp- 
ment He  is  a  Grand  Army  man  to  the  core,  an  able  lawyer, 
and  while  we  have  had  presidents  from  this  organization,  we 
propose  to  have  more,  and  with  him  as  our  Commander  we  can 
say,  when  he  stands  with  the  President,  he  will  be  heard  from 
with  no  uncertain  sound. 

Comrade  McMurray,  of  Florida:  Commander-in-Chief, 
Florida  is  a  small  Department  way  down  in  the  extreme  South- 
em  part  of"  the  country,  but  we  have  a  soldier  for  most  ever)* 
state  in  the  Union,  and  on  behalf  of  the  comrades  of  that  Depart- 
ment, we  desire  to  cast  our  vote  for  John  C.  Linehan,  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Comrade  Wethkrbee,  of  Massachusetts:  Commander- 
in-Chief,  I  can  read  a  sign  when  I  sec^  it,  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Department  of  Massachusetts,  I  withdraw  the  name  of  Comrade 
Tunis. 

Comrade  Cheney,  of  Illinois:  In  behalf  of  a  part  of  the 
delegation  of  Illinois,  I  desire  to  second  the  nomination  of  tliat 
splendid  soldier  whom  we  have  known  from  a  boy.  Comrade  I. 
F.  Mack,  of  Ohio. 

The  roll  of  tlie  Departments  was  called,  and  each  Depart- 
ment Commander  announced  the  vote  of  his  del^ation. 

The  Adjutant-Greneral  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot  as 
follows :  Whole  niunber  of  votes  cast,  730 ;  necessary  to  a  choice, 
366.  Comrade  Linehan  received  181;  Comrade  Mack  received 
253  ;  Comrade  Gobin  received  296. 

There  being  no  choice  a  second  ballot  was  ordered.  Before 
the  aimounoement  of  the  result  was  made  several  Departments 
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changed   their   vote   for   Comrade   Gobin.     Comrade  Lineban 
obtained  the  floor  and  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows: 

I  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  every  comrade  who  has  voted 
for  me  here  today,  but  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
withdraw  and  to  allow  each  man  to  vote  just  as  his  conscience  dictates. 

Comrade  Brown,  of  Ohio:  Commander-m-Chief  and 
Comrades — Ohio,  for  many  years,  occupied  the  position  bf  the 
right  in  the  line*  Ohio  is  loyal  to  the  Grand  Army  to-day  as 
ever.  Ohio  deems  the  success  of  the  Grand  Army  of  far  greater 
importance  than  that  of  any  man  or  any  Department,  and  Ohio 
asks  the  consent  of  this  Encampment  that  the  Adjutant  General 
be  instructed  to  cast  its  unanimous  vote  for  Comrade  Gobin,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

No  objection  being  heard  the  Commander-in-Chief  put  the 
motion  that  tlie  Adjutant-Greneral  cast  the-ballot  of  the  Encamp- 
ment for  Comrade  Gobin  for  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the 
motion  prevailed.  The  Adjutant-General  reported  that  he  had 
cast  730  votes  for  Comrade  Grobin,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief 
declared  him  elected,  and  appointed  Comrades  Mack  and  Linehan 
a  committee  to  escort  the  Commander-in-Chief  elect  to  the  plat- 
form. 

The  committee  performed  the  duty  directed,  and  in  present- 
ing Comrade  Gt)bin  to  the  Encampment,  Comrade  Mack  said: 

Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army :  I  have  met  my  Bull  Run,  but  there  is  an 
Appomattox  coming,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  introducing  to  you  Com- 
rade Gobin.  I  will  be  one  of  his  most  faithfiil  adherents  and  followers  dur- 
ing the  coming  year. 

Comrade  GtOBIN  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows: 

Commander-in-  Chief  and  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  RepubUe : 
There  are  few  honors  in  life  equal  to  the  one  you  have  bestowed  upon  me 
upon  this  occasion.  There  is  nothing  else  in  the  gift  of  men  that  is  so  desira- 
ble, BO  above  price,  as  to  command  the  remnant  of  the  great  army  that  made 
liberty  triumphant  for  all  time.  Words  are  feeble,  and  it  is  difficult  to  give 
expression  to  the  thoughts  that  bound  from  the  heart,  standing  in  this  pres- 
ence, and  on  this  occasion ;  but  I  come  to  you  with  some  years  of  service, 
and,  under  God's  providence,  with  some  left  to  devote  to  the  interest*  of  the 
old  soldier.  ^ 
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I  thank  you  one  and  all  for  this  great  honor.  All  in  life  I  asked  Tor 
was  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  organization  of  ours,  which  is  sui  generis^  com- 
plete in  all  its  parts,  watching  only  to  see,  as  it  passes  over  the  divide,  that 
each  one  of  the  comrades  keeps  up  the  old  step,  follows  the  same  old  6ag, 
and  reveres  the  same  old  teachings. 

May  Qod's  choicest  blessings  rest  upon  all  of  you,  separated  widely 
as  you  are  in  this  magnificent  land  of  ours,  we  hope  now  teeming  with  pros- 
perity, with  a  future  such  as  no  other  nation  has,  with  a  race  of  men  and 
women  unequalled,  and  a  development  of  American  manhood  and  woman- 
hood through  your  acts  and  the  acts  of  your  companions  that  have  placed 
upon  history^s  pages  words  that  cannot  die,  and  testimonials  that  will  live 
forever. 

Thanking  you  one  and  all,  and  hoping  to  meet  you  one  and  all  in  your 
own  Departments  where  we  can  consult  together  as  comrades,  having  but  one 
idea,  and  that,  what  is  best  to  be  done  to  take  care  of  the  old  soldiers,  and 
under  the  guidance  of  Providence  look  after  the  best  interests  of  our  Grand 
Army,  again  I  thank  you. 

On  motion  the  Encampment  adjournal  until  nine  o'clock 
to-moiTow  morning. 


SECOND   DAY. 


Friday,  August  27,  1897,  9  a.  m. 
The  Encampment  was  opened  bv  prayer  by  the  Chaplain- 
in-Cbief^  in  these  terms : 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  for  Thy  loving  kindness  in  bringing  us 
together  again  upon  this  bright  morning,  we  tender  Thee  the  gratitude  of  our 
hearts.  Thou  hast  watched  over  us  and  protected  us  and  Thou  hast  led  us 
hither,  and  in  Thy  name,  and  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  meant  by  patriotism 
and  love  of  country,  we  gather  and  look  to  Thee  for  the  gifl  of  that  spirit 
that  shall  lead  us  to  understand  the  duties  that  we  are  here  to  perform,  and 
to  wisely  direct  so  that  all  may  work  together  for  Thine  honor,  and  for  the 
good  of  the  order  that  we  are  proud  to  belong  to.  May  the  spirit  of  love 
poflsess  all  our  hearts,  and  may  we  feel  indeed  that  we  are  one  in  a  common 
sympathy  and  a  common  purpose.  We  bless  Thee  for  all  that  has  come  into 
our  lives  in  the  past  to  enrich  them  and  to  fill  us  with  hope  for  the  future. 
Direct  us  in  all  the  deliberations  of  this  day,  and  may  we  love  one  another 
and  love  the  truth,  and  love  our  order,  and  love  our  country  more  ardently 
than  we  ever  have  before.  Bless  our  Commander  and  all  who  are  associated 
with  him.  Bless  h'm  whom  we  have  elected  to  lead  us  in  the  year  to  come, 
and  give  unto  him  wisdom  and  strength,  sustain  him  in  the  work  that  lies  be- 
fore him,  and  may  he  consecrate  himself  to  that  as  his  predecessors  have 
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(lone,  and  then  shall  great  glory  come  to  Thee  and  the  land  we  love.  Lift 
upon  us  the  light  of  Thy  countenance,  give  us  Thine  own  peace,  seal  oar  lives 
and  make  them  Thine,  now  and  forever.     Amen. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  announced  that  nominations  for 
the  position  of  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  were  in  order. 
COMRADE  Smith,  of  New  York  : 

Commander  atid  Comrades :  I  come  before  you  to  present  for  your  con- 
sideration a  candidate  from  the  Empire  State  for  the  important  and  dignified 
office  of  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  of  this  magnificent  organization. 
One  year  ago,  at  St.  Paul,  we  at  Buffalo  promised  you  all  that  men  might  do 
to  make  this  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  a  magnificent  success.  We 
have  labored  in  season  and  out  and  done  all  that  we  could,  and  men  may  do 
no  more.  We  come  to  you  this  morning  asking  that  you  leave  us  something 
by  and  through  which  Buffalo  and  its  people  may  remember  the  most  remark- 
able, the  most  splendid  epoch  in  his  history,  that  is,  the  Thirty-first  Encamp- 
ment of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Every  man  in  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  must  be  the  peer  of  any  man  when  he  comes  before  the  Na- 
tional Encampment  asking  for  a  position  at  the  hands  of  that  body.  Here 
in  Buffalo  we  have  a  candidate  for  the  office  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  I 
want  simply  to  call  your  attention  to  one  thing,  and  that  is  this,  that  when 
the  state  of  New  York  enacted  laws  governing  and  protecting  the  old  soldier, 
this  candidate  for  nine  years  on  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  amid  the 
clamor  of  politics  and  the  vociferous  demands  of  those  who  work  for  position, 
presented  an  impassable  barrier  in  the  interest  of  the  old  sol  diers  of  Bnflfalo. 
We  should  recognize  that  when  a  man  does  well  in  one  position  we  may  safely 
trust  him  with  another.  No  man's  character  is  absolutely  perfect,  but  the 
candidate  we  have  is  the  equal  of  any  man  who  comes  to  the  National  En- 
ampment,  and  no  greater  tribute  can  we  pay  than  that. 

We  are  here,  as  I  say,  asking  on  behalf  of  the  Empire  State,  which  last 
spring  at  the  Rochester  Encampment  unanimously  endorsed  him  for  the  po-> 
sition,  that  you  elect  to  the  office  of  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  Com- 
rade Alfred  Lyth,  of  Buffalo. 

Comrade  Shaw,  of  New  York :  On  behalf  of  the  dele- 
gation from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  as  Department  Com- 
mander, I  would  suggest,  that  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  a  long 
standing  custom  to  elect  the  Senior  Vice-Commander  from  the 
city  giving  the  Encampment  entertainment,  I  would  move  that 
the  Adjutant-General  cast  one  vote  for  Comrade  Lyth  for  that 
jK>8ition. 

No  objection  being  heard  the  Commander-in-Chief  put  the 
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motion  that  the  Adjutant-General  cast  the  ballot  of  the  Eneanip- 
nieht  for  Comrade  Lyth.  The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  ballot 
having  been  cast,  Comrade  Lyth  was  declared  duly  elected  Senior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant-General  I'cad  the  following  invitation  from 
the  cit\'  of  Toronto  : 

Offick  or  THE  Mayor, 

City  of  Toronto,  July  19,  1897. 
To  Hon.  T.  S.  Clarkson, 

Commaitder-in-C hief  of  the  Graiid  Army  of  the  Reptthlicy  Omaha ,  Neb. 
Dear  Sir  :  It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  herewith, 
as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  a  copy  of  a 
resolution  which  was  adopted  by  the  council  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of 
Toronto,  at  its  meeting  held  on  the  18th  instant. 

Believing  that  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Encampment 
would  like  to  see  the  city  of  Toronto,  the  council  un'animously  passed  the 
enclosed  resolution ;  and,  while  we  cannot  undertake  to  care  for  all  the 
members  of  the  Encampment  who  may  visit  the  city,  at  the  same  time  we 
will  find  extreme  pleasure  in  assisting  to  make  the  visit  of  a  number  of  your 
distinguished  officers  a  pleasant  one,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  our  people 
will  be  delighted  to  see  our  city  thronged  with  your  members,  who  will,  we 
believe,  find  a  number  of  points  of  interest  well  worthy  their  attention. 

Yours  very  truly, 

ROBERT  J.  FLEMING. 

City  Clerk'. s  Office, 

Toronto,  July  29,  1897. 
I  certify  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Toronto  held  on  July  13th,  1897,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  which  is  in  the 
following  words  : 

*'Ald.  Leslie,  seconded  by  Aid.  Dunn,  moves  that  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  Encampment,  to  be  held  in  the  city  of  Buffalo  during  the  week 
beginning  August  28d,  next,  be  invited  to  visit  this  city ;  that  they  be  as- 
sured of  a  hearty  welcome,  and  that  Friday,  the  27th  of  August,  be  suggested 
as  a  snitable  day  for  such  visit.'' 

Testified  to  by  the  seal  of  the  said  city  being  affixed  hereto  this  29th 
day  of  July,  1897. 

[BBAL.]  JNO.  BLEVINS, 

Citi/  Clet'k. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Wagner:  Commander-in- 
Chief,  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  has  a  Post  organized 
and  in  successful  operation  in  Canada,  and  therefore,  as  coming 
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within  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
move  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  requested  to  telegraph 
to  the  authorities  at  Toronto  our  regrets,  because  of  our  inability 
to  accept  their  invitation  oiBcially. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  sent  the  following  telegram  : 

Buffalo,  New  York,  August  27,  1897. 
To  his  Worship,  the  Mayor  of  Toronto,  Canada. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  I  am  instructed  to  tender  your  city  our  grateful  thanks  for 
your  invitation,  and  to  express  our  regrets  at  being  unable  to  officially  accept 

the  same. 

Thaddeus  S.  Clarkson, 

Commander-  in-  C  hief. 

Nominations  for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  were 
called  for. 

Comrade  Beers,  of  Connecticut: 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades:  Representing  the  Department  of 
Connecticut,  I  am  here  charged  with  the  pleasant  and  highly  honorable  duty 
of  presenting  to  you  one  who  shall  serve  you  as  Junior  Vice-Commander-in- 
Chief  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  Department  of  Connecticut  is  not  unmindfal 
of  the  fact  that  the  office  is  one  which  confers  distinguished  honor,  not  only 
upon  the  comrade  who  may  receive  it,  but  upon  the  Department  that  he  repre- 
sents ;  and  in  the  selection  of  a  candidate  for  that  office  we  have  endeavored  to 
present  for  your  consideration  one  who  will  do  honor  to  the  office  and  honor  to 
the  Department  from  which  he  comes.  Further  than  that,  we  have  endeavored 
to  do  that  which  is  not  often  done  in  a  National  Encampment, — to  select  out 
and  to  honor  a  branch  of  the  service  to  which  the  nation  is  greatly  indebted, 
the  navy.  Is  there  a  comrade  within  the  hearing  of  my  voice  who  saw  the 
passage  of  the  river  at  Vicksburg  by  Porter,  is  there  one  here  who  witnessed  the 
bombardment  of  Fort  Phillips  at  New  Orleans,  is  there  one  here  who  saw  the 
bombardment  and  capture  of  Mobile  under  Farragut,  is  there  one  here  who 
saw  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  under  Porter?  If  there 
is,  hi&  heart  will  beat  responsive  to  the  call  for  recruits  to  elect  a  member  of 
the  navy  to  this  office.  The  comrade  whom  I  shall  nominate  served  in.  the 
navy  from  1862  to  1866.  He  was  upon  the  James  river  at  Malvern  Hill  in 
1862.  He  served  upon  the  blockading  squadrons  in  1863  and  1864.  He  was 
at  Mobile  shortly  before  the  attack  upon  the  fort,  and  the  ironclads,  and 
had  been  relieved  from  his  command  and  ordered  to  Virginia.  He  saw  the 
impending  conflict.  He  went  to  Admiral  Farragut  and  asked  permission  to 
stay  and  serve  as  a  volunteer  officer  in  that  engagement.  Permission  was 
granted, -And  as  such  volunteer  .oflfieer  he  served  upon  the  Port  Royal,  the 
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second  ship  in  line  at  the  entrance  to  Mobile  Bay.  That  is  the  character  of 
the  sailor  that  we  offer  to  you.  As  a  citizen  his  record  has  been  superb.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  honored  citizens  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  He  is  vice 
president  of  one  of  our  largest  insurance  corporations.  He  has  been  hon- 
ored by  the  Naval  Veterans  by  being  promoted  to  be  Commander  of  their 
organization.  He  possesses  every  requisite  for  this  position,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  Department  of  Connecticut,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Naval  Veterans  of  the 
United  States,  who  are  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  I  ask 
this  Encampment  to  elect  him  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  He  is 
Francis  B.  Allen,  of  Connecticut. 

Comrade  Avars,  of  Delaware  : 

I  have  been  directed  by  the  Department  of  Delaware  to  place  in  nomi- 
nation one  of  its  sons,  and  a  comrade  who  is  not  a  stranger  in  these  National 
Encampments.  As  a  soldier  his  record  stands  second  to  none.  He  gave 
over  three  years  of  splendid  service  and  bears  on  his  person  to-day  honorable 
scars  as  mementoes  of  that  great  war.  As  a  citizen  he  has  had  the  honor  of 
serving  the  city  of  Wilmington  in  its  council  and  upon  its  school  board,  and 
you  will  find  the  schools  of  Wilmington  marked  A  number  1,  in  the  standing 
of  the  schools  of  this  great  Republic,  the  credit  for  which  is  largely  due  to 
the  comrade  whom  I  shall  name.  As  a  Grand  Army  man  he  stands  at  the 
head  of  one  of  the  committees  of  this  National  Encampment,  and  you  will 
find  on  the  rolls  of  this  Encampment  for  eighteen  years  the  name  of  Comrade 
Daniel  Ross,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  whom  we  present  to  you  as  a  candi- 
date for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief 

Comrade  Wilson,  of  Kansas : 

Comrades,  this  is  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  For  thirty  odd  years  the  state  of  Kansas  has  been 
coming  up  here  and  loyally  transacting  its  portion  of  the  business  of  this  En* 
campment.  During  all  those  years,  Kansas  has  had  no  representative  in  an 
elective  office  of  this  Encampment.  Kansas  from  1861  to  1865  sent  almost 
every  able  bodied  citizen  it  had  into  the  army  of  the  Union.  The  women 
turned  out  as  well  as  the  men.  Kansas  has  ever  been  loyal  and  true  to  this 
order,  whether  she  had  any  representatives  or  not.  She  comes  to  you  to-day 
afler  waiting  thirty-one  years,  with  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Junior  Vice^ 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  she  has  the  honor  to  present  the  name  of  a  com- 
rade who  did  service  in  the  army.  He  was  a  boy  of  fifteen  when  the  first  call 
was  made  and  too  young  to  go,  although  he  was  willing.  When  Lee  invaded 
Pennsylvania  our  candidate  threw  aside  the  scythe  and  rushed  with  the  one- 
hundred-day  men  to  the  defense  of  the  Union.  He  was  then  but  a  boy  but 
he  was  as  brave  as  any.  He  was  determined  that  the  honored  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania should  not  go  down  before  the  rebel  hosts.  When  the  engagement 
of  Gettysburg  was  over,  and  the  hundred-day  men  were  mustered  out,  he  went 
into  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  and  served  there  with  honor 
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and  distinction.     I  have  the  honor  of  naming  for  your  consideration.  Com> 
rade  C.  L.  Knapp,  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

Comrade  Ranslow,  of  Vermont:  As  one  of  the  very  few 
members  present  here  to-day  who  served  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  I  rise  to  second  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Allen, 
of  Connecticut.  I  do  so  because  it  seems  fair  and  right  that  the 
Navy  should  be  represented  in  the  honors  which  are  here  dis- 
tributed. There  was  a  time  when  the  gun-boats  and  the  men-of- 
war  looked  mighty  good  to  you,  that  was  when  we  were  throw- 
ing our  camp  kettles  over  your  heads  and  into  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy.  It  is  only  fair  that  that  branch  of  the  service  should  be 
recognized. 

Comrade  Clark,  of  South  Dakota: 

Commander  and  Comrades :  South  Dakota  comes  before  you,  last  but 
not  least,  and  presents  to  you  her  candidate  for  the  office  of  Junior  Vice-Corn- 
mander-in-Chief.  That  we  are  young  is  a  matter  of  history.  Our  title  p^>er8 
as  a  state  bear  the  signature  of  that  magnificent  representative  of  the  Grand 
Army,  Benjamin  Harrison.  That  we  are  vigorous  is  proven  by  the  fact  that, 
notwithstanding  it  cost  us  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  dollars  apiece  to  reach 
^is  Encampment,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  names  are  recorded  here 
from  that  Department.  Our  condition  is  peculiar.  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Ohio,  and  Kansas  have  a  state  pride  to  support,  and  we  glory  in  every 
one  of  them,  for  we  belong  to  every  one  of  them.  Go  out  into  Dakota  and 
you  will  find  your  blood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  the  Grand  Army  men  in  that 
magnificent  commonwealth.  We  came  from  Pennsylvania,  from  New  York, 
from  New  England,  Ohio,  and  from  all  these  magnificent  states  and  Depart- 
ments that  are  represented  here.  Our  candidate  hails  from  the  Empire 
state.  He  was  bom  within  ten  miles  of  this  beautiful  city.  He  enlisted  in 
1861,  served  three  months,  returned  and  recruited  a  company  for  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixteenth  New  York,  was  commissioned  its  lieutenant,  became 
Captain  of  his  company,  and  M^jor  of  his  regiment,  served  under  Banks, 
helped  chase  Early  up  and  down  the  Shenandoah  Valley  under  Phil.  Sheri- 
dan, and  commanded  his  regiment  in  two  or  three  of  the  hottest  battles  of 
that  campaign.  As  a  citizen  he  occupies  a  position  of  importance  and  dig- 
nity. He  stood  at  the  cradle  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  joined 
the  order  in  1867,  and. has  been  in  it  ever  since,  serving  faithfully  in  every 
capacity.  For  eight  years  he  was  Assistant  Quartermaster- Genera^  and  for 
hwo  years  he  has  served  us  in  other  capacities.  We  made  him  fimtlly  our 
Junior  Vice  Commander,  and  two  years  ago  we  elected  him  our  Department 
Commander.  I  name  George  W.  Carpenter  of  the  Department  of  ^ntb. 
Dakota. 
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Comrades  Vernon  of  Maryland,  Gray  of  Wisconsin,  Cheney 
of  Illinois,  Cook  of  Colorado,  Eaton  of  Virginia,  Townsand  of 
Ohio,  Derby  of  Massachusetts,  Scott  of  Rhode  Island,  Minot  of 
New  Hampshire,  Carleton  of  Maine,  and  Masteller  of  Califor- 
nia seconded  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Allen. 

Comrade  Ehrhardt,  of  Nebraska,  seconded  the  nomination 
of  Comrade  Knapp. 

Comrade  Davidson,  of  Montana,  seconded  the  nomination 
of  Comrade  Carpenter. 

Comrade  Baker,  of  Oklahoma:  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Comrades,  I  have  no  speech  to  make  to  you.  We  of  Oklahoma 
have  come  about  sixteen  hundred  miles  to  represent  that  De- 
partment in  this  Encampment.  The  Department  was  represented 
at  St.  Paul  with  a  good  del^ation,  and  we  now  ask  to  be  recog- 
nized by  this  Encampment  by  the  election  of  Comrade  J.  P. 
Cummins,  Past  Department  Commander  of  Oklahoma,  as  Junior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Jones,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  the  nomination 
and  seconds  be  closed,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  announced  that  delegations  fmm 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  the  organization  of  Army  Nursc^s 
were  in  waiting. 

Comrade  Pickler,  of  South  Dakota,  claimed  the  floor  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  nomination.  Comrade  Warner  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  nominations  were  closed,  and  on 
a  division  of  the  house  the  motion  was  declared  lost. 

A  committee  from  the  National  Convention  of  the  WomanV 
Relief  Corps,  consisting  of  Mrs.  Isabelle  T.  Bagley  of  Ohio,  Miss 
Jennie  Bross  of  Illinois,  and  Mrs.  Clare  H.  Burleigh,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Encampment 

Mrs.  Bagley  said :  Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrade's 
of  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  (irand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  I  bear  to  you,  Commander-in-Chief,  the  official 
report  from  the  National  President  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
which  annually  we  file  with  you,  and  verj'  briefly  will  give  you 
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a  little  data  touching  our  membership  and  the  work  of  relief  of  • 
the  past  year. 

The  committee  presented  the  following  commnnioation : 

Office  of  National  President. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Aug.  26,  1897. 
Thaddkus  S.  Clarkson, 

Commander-in-Chief  G.  A,  R, 
Comrade  :  I  have  the  honor  to  extend  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the 
greetings  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  submit  to  you  the  following  re- 
port of  our  membership,  financial  standing,  and  amount  of  relief  extended 
during  the  year  ending  June  80,  1897: 

Number  of  members 142,883 

Expended  in  relief $67,264  94 

Turned  over  to  Postij 80,189  09 

Relief  other  than  money 52,046  69 

For  National  Relief  Corps  Uome 10,012  01 

Army  Nurses  outside  Home 246  00 

In  pension  work 806  20 

National  Headquarters  Relief 64  00 

For  Memorial  Day 12,968  80 

For  Memorial  Day  in  the  South 778  97 

Total  amount  of  relief  extended $168,804  10 

Number  of  persons  assisted  by  the  various  Corps 50,947 

Balance  in  Relief  Fund $64,967  88 

Balance  in  General  Fund 104,401  99 

The  National  Treasurer's  Report  shows  a  cash  balance  in 

Genei-al  Fund 7,022  74 

Supplies  to  the  amount  of 5,466  86 

Cash  in  all  funds 13,182  17 

Total  assets 18,689  08 

Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Relief  gince  organization  to  June  30,  1896. .  1,878,111  42 

Total  amount  of  Relief  since  organization  to  June  30,  1897. .  1,586,915  81 
Yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

AGNES  HITT, 
National  President  Woman's  ReUrf  Carps. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  introduced  Mrs.  Emily  Woodley, 
President  of  the  National  Body  of  Army  Nurses,  who  addressed 
a  few  words  to  the  Encampment  and  in  turn  introduced  Mrs. 
Ransom  of  .California,  the  oldest  surviving  army  nm'se.     Mrs. 
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Eansom  made  a  few  remarks  calliug  up  reminisoeiioes  of  her 
service  as  an  army  nurse,  after  which  the  Commander-in-Chief 
introduced  Mrs.  Scott  of  Missouri,  who  addressed  the  Encamp- 
metit  on  behalf  of  the  colored  veterans. 

A  committee  from  the  National  Convention  of  the  Ladies  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  -consisting  of  Mrs.  Cahoon  of 
Ohio,  Mrs.  Bries  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mrs.  Larne  of  Ohio,  who 
presented  the  greetings  of  the  organization  represented  by  them, 
in  the  following  terms: 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Soldiers  of  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic :  I  greet  you  in  Fraternity,  and  in  Charity,  and  in  Loyalty. 

There  has  been  given  to  me  the  greatest  honor  of  our  convention,  that 
is,  to  come  to  you  and  convey  the  greetings  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  who  are  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters,  and  daughters  of  your 
dead  and  living  comrades.  You  can  remember,  as  though  it  were  yesterday, 
how  they  girded  on  your  sword  and  bade  you  go  forth  in  the  defense  of  your 
country. 

The  mystic  wires  that  stretched  between  the  camp-fires  and  our  North- 
em  homes,  over  them  were  borne  messages  of  encouragement,  and  of  love, 
and  of  affection,  which  strengthened  you  to  endure  the  end.  And  you  will 
also  remember  that  neither  the  words,  **8urrender'*  nor  "compromise " 
were  ever  sent  quivering  over  those  lines  from  home.  But  this  was  always 
the  sentiment,  '*  Ruth  can  drive  the  oxen,  John,  and  I  can  handle  the  hoe.'' 

How  truly  the  poet  sang,  we  know  too  well  when  he  said,  '*Their's  is 
the  bitterness  who  stay  behind." 

As  it  was  then,  so  it  is  now  ;  on  your  last  march  down  toward  the  set- 
ting sun.  It  i.s  ours  to  keep  step  with  you,  and  bind  up  the  wounds,  and  care 
for  the  maimed  and  health -broken  soldiers,  and  tender  to  them  every  possi- 
ble aid  and  comfort. 

Our  tenure  to  peri)etuity  is  our  glory.  In  the  golden  ages  of  the 
future,  when  all  titles  of  nobility  have  perished  from  the  earth,  will  it  not  be 
counted  more  than  the  blood  of  royalty  to  trace  the  lineage  back  to  the  brave 
heroes  who  offered  their  lives  upon  the  altar  of  their  country  from  1861  to  18G5, 
that  this  Union  might  be  saved?  More  than  a  third  of  a  century  already 
separates  us  from  the  scenes  of  that  mighty  drama  in  which  you  played  your 
glorious  parts,  and  to  the  memory  of  which,  a  Nation's  debt  of  gratitude 
grows  heavier  as  the  years  go  by. 

Proudly  I  greet  you,  as  a  soldier's  daughter,  and  as  the  wife  of  a  soldier 
who  carries  an  empty  sleeve,  and  as  the  sister  of  a  brave  boy  who  laid  down 
his  young  life  for  his  country  in  1864. 

Soldiers  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  [cheers,  and  all  hail  to 
you],  your  presence  here  is  history  in  life,  your  faces  shall  be  our  inspiration 

17 
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and  your  voices  shall  speak  a  benediction  for  our  jubilee.  In  your  ranks 
are  the  truest,  the  noblest,  the  grandest,  the  best  men  that  ever  lived  in  this 
Nation — men  who,  in  the  hour  of  their  country's  peril,  and  when  the  life  of 
the  Nation  was  trembling  in  the  balance,  were  ready  to  go  to  the  front  to  do, 
and  to  die  if  need  be,  that  that  flag,  the  glorious  Stars  and  Stripes,  might 
float  in  peace  and  triumph  over  this  broad  land  of  ours  You  saved  the  past, 
and  secured  the  future.  The  Union  as  it  was,  the  constitution  as  it  is ;  one 
flag,  one  country  ;  with  equal  liberty  and  equal  laws  for  all,  these  are  eter- 
nally safe  ;  they  shine  as  fixed  stars  in  the  heavens  of  American  freedom ; 
they  stand  grand  and  immovable  as  the  everlasting  hills  ;  they  will  endure, 
we  may  hope,  unchanging  and  unchangeable  to  the  last  syllable  of  recorded 
time. 

We  greet  you  with  love  from  the  mothers  who  have  borne  you  and 
trained  you  duty-ward, — 

The  wives  whose  prayers  like  incense  rose  daily  to  the  Lord.  Whose 
hearts  kept  time  to  drum  beats,  and  tears  poured  down  like  rain.  Now  let 
them  share  the  honor,  as  they  have  shared  the  pain. 

"  Veterans  of  the  Great  Grand  Array, 

Soldiers,  battle-scarred  and  brave. 
You,  who  bear  to-day  the  banner 

Which  you  nobly  fought  to  save ; 
You,  whose  battle  flags  were  riddled. 

Pierced  with  shot  and  torn  with  shell. 
You  to-day  we  crown  with  laurels  — 

Take  them  ;  you  have  won  them  well." 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions,  through  Past  Commander- 
in-Chief  Warner,  presented  its  report,  which  was  acted  upon  by 
subjects,  as  follows : 

Comrade  Warner  :  There  were  many  resolutions  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  upon  the  question  of  discriminating 
against  old  soldiers  by  the  civil  service  rules.  We  acted  upon 
one  from  the  Department  of  Illinois,  which  we  have  changed  to 
read  as  follows : 

"Recognizing  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  section  1764,  Revised  Statutes 
of  the  United  States,  which  reads  as  follows : 

"  *  Persons  honorably  discharged  from  the  military  or  naval  service  by 
reason  of  disability  from  wounds  or  sickness,  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty, 
shall  be  preferred  for  appointments  to  civil  offices,  provided  they  are  found 
to  possess  a  business  capacity  necessary  for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  such  offices,' 

"  We  demand  its  observance  by  those  in  authority,  in  letter  and  in 
spirit ;  and 

'*  Whereas,  the  Statutes  of  the  United  States  further  provide  that  in 
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*  grateful  recognition  of  the  services,  sacrifices,  and  sufferings  of  persons 
honorably  discharged  from  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  country  by 
reason  of  wounds,  disease,  or  expiration  of  terms  of  enlistment,  it  is  respect- 
fiilly  recommended  to  bankers,  merchants,  and  manufacturers,  mechanics, 
farmers,  and  persons  engaged  in  industrial  pursuits  to  give  them  preference 
for  appointments  to  remun  erative  situations  and  employment' :  Therefore  be  it 
^^Resolved,  That  the  nation,  by  its  acts,  give  life  and  vitality  to  the 
recommendations  it  makes  to  others.  This  statute  is  more  honored  in  the 
breach  than  in  the  observance.  No  rule  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  or 
any  other  body  should  be  permitted  to  debar  a  worthy  comrade  from  civil 
appointment." 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  offered  by  Comrade  William  H.  Armstrong,  of  In- 
diana, and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in  : 

Resolvtdy  That  the  incoming  Administration,  through  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  Executive  Cotomittee,  be  instructed  to  cause  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  School  Histories  to  be  published  in  the  least  expensive  form 
of  pamphlet  and  in  sufficient  number  for  distribution  to  G.  A.  R.  Posts  and 
comrades,  auxiliary  organizations,  and  school  boards. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  offered  by  Comrade  S.  L.  Wilson  of  Kansas,  and  the 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved^  That  the  pensions  for  soldiers'  widows  should  be  equalized 
by  leveling  up  to  $12  a  month. 

On  a  resolution  from  the  Department  of  New  York  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  committer 
of  thirteen  to  foster  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  honoring  the 
flag  of  our  country  and  preserving  it  from  desecration  by  legal 
measures,  etc.,  the  committee  reported  recommending  that  the 
matter  be  referrred  to  tlie  Council  of  Administration,  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

On  the  petition  of  Patrick  Lynch,  93d  N.  G.  N.  Y.,  and 
of  sundry  members  of  the  27th  New  York  Infantry,  stating  that 
by  reason  of  delay  in  forwarding  recniits,  of  one  or  two  days  in 
each  case,  these  recniits  fall  short  that  much  of  being  given  pref- 
erence in  the  public  employment  under  the  law,  and  asking  that 
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the  National  Encampment  memorialize  Congress  to  have  the  act 
referred  to  therein  so  amended  as  not  to  discriminate  against 
them  either  in  the  matter  of  bounty  or  employment  in  govern- 
ment service,  the  committee  presented  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  your  committee  is  not  possessed  of  sufficient  informa- 
tion to  recommend  such  action. 

A  motion  was  made  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Ck)MRADE  Atkinson,  of  Xew  York :  Upon  the  report  of 
the  committee,  this  would  seem  to  be  an  individual  case.  That 
is  not  so.  The  case  is  one  illustrating  only  what  opinion  has 
been  rendered  by  departments  of  the  United  States  government 
in  regard  to  the  status  of  veterans.  This  comrade  was  refused 
I'egistration  in  a  department  of  the  general  government  at  the 
Navy  Yard  in  New  York,  on  the  ground  that  because  he  had 
served  only  one  hundred  days  and  been  honorably  discharged  he 
was  not  a  veteran  and  not  entitled  to  those  privil^es  which 
have  been  accorded  to  veterans  under  the  law.  We  admit  to 
memlKM'ship  in  the  Grand  Army  all  who  have  been  honorably 
discharged  from  the  United  States  service,  regardless  of  the  term 
of  service,  and  it  is  our  duty,  as  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  to  stand  by  the  comrade  here,  and  demand  that 
the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  accord  to  every  honor- 
ably dischai'ged  soldier,  regardless  of  his  term  of  service,  every 
right  that  is  accorded  to  veterans  under  the  law. 

Comrade  Hopkins,  of  the  Potomac:  Commander-in- 
Chief,  we  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac  spend  our  days  and 
our  nights  at  the  front  on  these  questions.  Not  a  day  passes  but 
that  the  Commander  of  the  Department  is  required  to  visit  the 
heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the  government  upon  (Ques- 
tions somewhat  similar  to  this.  Upon  this  question  I  am  thor- 
oughly conversant,  and  that  is  my  excuse  for  intruding  upon 
vou  at  this  time. 

When  the  present  administration  came  into  power  we  were 
met  in  the  Navy  Department  by  a  strange  condition  of  affairs. 
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We  foiirid  that  in  the  employment  boards  of  the  several  navy 
yards,  rules  had  been  established  whereby,  in  order  that  a  soldier, 
might  take  advantage  of  the  privileged  accorded  to  a  veteran,  he 
must  have  had  two  discharges ;  therefore,  a  man  who  served  nine 
months  and  three*  months  became  a  veteran,  under  these  rules, 
while  a  man  who  sensed  three  years  at  the  front  was  not  a  vet- 
eran. We  found,  further,  that  a  man  who  had  served  since  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  who  had  never  fired  a  shot  in  behalf  of 
the  flag,  if  he  had  two  dischai^es,  was  a  veteran,  and  took  pref- 
erence over  the  man  who  served  three  years  at  the  front.  We 
found,  further,  that  the  man  who  served  three  months  and  may 
have  been  in  one  or  more  engagements  and  may  have  lost  one  or 
more  of  his  limbs  in  the  service  of  his  country'  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  had  no  preference  whatever,  but  stood  u|X)n  the 
same  plane  with  a  man  who  stood  by  during  the  four  years  of 
that  relxillion  and  never  lifled  his  hand  in  behalf  of  his  country. 
You  can  imagine,  Commander-in-Chief  and  comrades,  the  feel- 
ings of  our  hearts  when  we  found  that  condition  of  affairs,  and 
perhaps  you  can  imagine  our  feelings  when  I  tell  you  that  when 
I  presented  the  case  to  the  Honorable  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy, 
from  the  gr«it  Statt^  of  Massachusetts,  I  found  no  response 
whatever,  except  a  negative  one.  For  over  four  months  I  la- 
bored with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  was  sun'ounded  by 
influences  inimical  to  the  soldier.  For  months  I  labored  with 
him,  as  haixl  as  I  ever  labored  in  behalf  of  my  comrades  in  my 
life,  and  now  I  want  to  sjiy  to  the  comrades  from  New  Yoi'k 
that  that  has  all  Ix^en  changed,  and  that  he  evidently  is  not  fully 
informed  as  to  the  present  wndition  of  affairs.  About  thirty 
days  ago  I  had  my  last  interview  on  this  subject  with  the  Secre- 
retavy  of  the  Navy.  I  demanded  that  the  men  who  served  at 
the  front  should  have  the  highest  privilege.  I  demandeil  that 
the  men  who  served  since  the  close  of  the  war  should  have  no 
privilege,  as  compai-ed  with  the  men  who  served  during  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion.  I  demanded  that  the  man  who  holds  an  honora- 
ble discharge  from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
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War  of  the  Rebellion,whether  he  served  one  day  or  three  months, 
.  should  be  ahead  of  the  man  who  served  since  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  and  of  the  manr  who  gave  no  service  whatever. 

To  be  brief,  the  present  status  of  the  case  is  this :  The  man 
who  served  at  the  front  stands  at  'the  head,  whether  he  has  one 
discharge  or  three.  The  man  who  served  one  day  or  three 
months,  although  he  did  not  give  that  service  in  the  field,  stands 
second.  That  is  the  present  state  of  affairs,  and  I  think  that 
we  need  not  complain  when  the  soldier  who  saw  active  serv- 
ice at  the  front  is  recognized  as  the  veteran  and  given  the 
first  place,  and  the  man  who  gave  a  very  short  service  is  given 
second  place.  I  want  to  say  in  conclusion  that  since  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  the  Department  of  the  Potomac  has  had  rein- 
stated in  the  Departments  at  Washington  and  promoted,  one 
thousand  comrades. 

Comrade  Johnston,  of  Indiania :  I  move  to  disagree 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  and  adopt  the  resolution. 

Comrade  Warner:  To  settle  the  question,  I  will  take 
the  authority  to  accept  the  amendment  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Encampment  that  one  having 
served  in  the  army  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War  for  any  period  and 
having  been  honorably  discharged  therefrom,  is  entitled  to  all  preferences  for 
employment  under  the  general  government  accorded  to  veterans  under  the 
law. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  duly  authenticated,  be  for- 
warded to  the  Department  of  the  general  government  at  Washington,  and 
that  such  measures  be  taken  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  as  will  secure -the 
veterans  all  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the  law,  regardless  of 
length  of  honorable  service. 

The  committee  reported  back  a  communication  from  the 
Department  of  Oklahoma,  recommending  that  a  Soldiers'  Home 
be  established  upon  Council  Grove  Military  Reservation,  con- 
taining 640  acres  of  fine  timber  land,  with  a  view  to  the  pre- 
servation of  such  timber  from  depredation  and  to  provide  for 
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the  convenience  and' comfort  of  the  four  thousand  soldiers  in  the 

territory,  and  the  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the 

following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  be  approved,  and  that  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  communicate  with  the  Board  of  Soldier's  Homes  and  the  proper 
officers  having  charge  of  such  matters,  strongly  urging  them  to  act  favorab^ 
upon  the  'application  as  presented  in  this  memorial. 

The  communication  is  as  follows : 

The  old  soldiers*  of  Oklahoma  are  hopeful  that  the  gover  nment  will  se* 
aside  the  Council  Grove  military  reservation  in  Canadian  county  for  use  as  a 
soldiers*  home. 

The  reservation  contains  640  acres  of  the  finest  timbered  land  in  the 
territory  and  is  adjacent  to  the  line  of  the  Choctaw  railway.  It  is  just  such 
a  place  as  the  old  soldiers  desire.  They  prefer  it  to  the  Camp  Supply  reser- 
vation, and  have  twice  asked  congress  for  it.  There  are  over  4,000  old 
soldiers  in  Oklahoma  and  the  government  will  be  strongly  urged  to  act  fav- 
orably upon  the  recommendation  of  Inspector  Carmichael.  The  reservation 
was  originally  set  aside  as  a  timber  supply  for  Fort  Reno. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommended  that  a  resolution  oflFered  by 
Comrade  Tracey,  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  expressing 
apf>roval  of  the  proposed  annexation  of  Hawaii,  and  urging  the 
early  ratification  of  the  pending  treaty,  lie  upon  the  table,  for  the 
reason  that  the  question  trenches  upon  politics. 

The  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  reported  back  a  communication  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  National  Military  Cemetery  at  Freder- 
icksburg, Virginia,  reciting  that  there  are  15,290  soldiers  buried 
there,  and  that  the  work  of  Memorial  Day  requires  a  larger  eflfort 
than  any  one  Post  is  able  to  put  forth,  and  asking  the  National 
Encampment  to  make  provision  for  proper  services,  etc.,  with 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedj  That  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Administration 
with  a  favorable  recommendation,  provided  there  are  any  funds  at  its  disposal 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  in  any  event  the  Commander-in-Chief  request  the 
voluntary  co-operation  of  some  adjacent  Post. 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 
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Comrade  Ai.lan,  of  Virginia :  I  think  it  is  due  to  the 
Department  of  Virginia  to  make  this  statement:  Last  Memorial 
Day  Phil.  Kearney  Post,  of  Virginia,  undertook  the  services  at 
Frederieksbui'g.  The  addresses  were  made  by  G)mrade  Ballou 
of  Rhode  Island,  Taintar  of  Connecticut,  Sholes  of  Georgia,  and 
Allan  of  Virginia.  We  went  sixty-one  miles,  and  carried  1 50 
loyal  people  from  Richmond  with  us.  We  had  a  band  of  twenty 
pieces  and  a  drum  corps  of  four,  and  3,500  of  the  citizens  of  Fred- 
ericksburg and  the  adjoining  country  made  such  a  scene  as  was 
never  witnessed  at  the  National  Cemetery  at  Fredericksburg  in 
its  history  before. 

The  committee  reported  back  the  I'esolutions  from  the  De- 
partment of  New  York  calling  attention  to  the  rule  adoptal  by 
Civil  Service  Commission  in  r^ard  to  veterans,  and  recommended 
that  inasmuch  as  the  Encampment  had  acted  upon  a  similar  reso- 
lution, no  further  action  be  taken. 

The  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  also  reported  back  a  communication  from  the 
I^incoln  Monument  League,  San  Francisco,  California,  asking 
the  National  Encampment  to  endorse  the  object  of  the  League, 
which  is  to  encourage  the  erection  of  monuments  to  the  Great 
Emancipator  in  every  town  and  city  in  the  United  States, — with 
the  following  I'ecommendation : 

Your  committee  think  that  the  American  people  cannot  be  too  often 
reminded  of  its  Martyr  President,  who  so  fully  dedicated  his  life  to  the  in- 
terests and  honor  of  his  country,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Lincoln  Monument 
Association  are  commended  to  favorable  consideration. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

On  a  communication  from  the  Woman's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union,  through  Mrs.  fallen  M.  Thacher,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  also  a  resolution  by  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Wagner,  of 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Adjutant- 
General  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  me- 
morialize the  pro|)er  autliorities  to  abolish  the  several  "  canteens  '* 
now  existing  in  the  Soldiers'  Homes,  National  and  State,  the 
committee  reported  the  following: 
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Resolved,  That  your  committee  are  not  possessed  of  sufficient  data  to 
warrant  it  in  interfering  with  the  management  of  the  said  homes,  and  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  matter  referred  to  in  the  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  incoming  officers. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  reported  back  a  preamble  and  resolutions 
with  a  memorial,  from  the  Washington  Light  Infantry,  and 
papers  from  the  governor  of  South  Carolina,  the  eomptix>ller 
general,  the  secretary  of  state,  the  state  treasurer,  the  chief  jus- 
tice, three  associate  justices.  United  States  circuit  judge,  United 
States  district  judge,  the  bishop  of  Charleston,  and  sundry  other 
distinguished  gentlemen  of  South  Carolina,  addressed  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  said  preamble  and  resolutions 
and  communications  being  in  favor  of  building  in  the  harbor  of 
Charleston,  and  on  the  site  occupied  l)y  Castle  Pinckney,  a  sani- 
tarium for  the  use  of  officers  and  men  of  the  army  and  navy, 
to  stand  for  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Major  Rolx'rt  An- 
derson. Accompanying  the  said  papers  is  a  copy  of  Bill  No. 
2050,  now  pending  in  Congress,  for  the  erwtion  of  said  sani- 
tarium, and  also  a  copy  of  suggestions  by  Gen.  William  B. 
Hazen,  favoring  the  same. 

The  (K)mmittee  recommendtHl  the  adoption  of  the  following 

resolution  : 

Eesohedj  That  this  National  Encampment  join  in  this  petition,  hy  offi- 
cial letter  of  approval,  to  be  sent  by  its  Commander-in-Chief  to  the  presid- 
ing officer  of  both  houses  of  Congress  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
having  in  charge  the  bill  referred  to. 

Comrade  Warner:  Upon  the  matter  of  erecting  this 
memorial  to  Major  Robert  Anderson,  I  understand  that  Dr. 
Bays,  an  ex-Confederate  soldier,  is  here,  and  wishes  to  speak. 
I  have  no  motion  to  make. 

The  Commander-ix-Cuief  :  I  have  this  su^estion  to 
make,  my  comrades,  that  this  Confederate  veteran  is  so  greatly 
in  favor  of  the  building  of  this  sanitarium  for  veterans  of 
the  war  that  he  has  come  at  his  own  expense  up  heiv  to  plead 
with  me  that  I  may  give  him  the  opportunity  if  possible  to  say 
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a  word  or  two  to  this  Encarapment  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
struction of  this  sanitarium.  I  beg  of  you  that  you  will  permit 
him  to  talk  at  least  a  few  minutes. 

No  objection  being  made,  Dr.  Bays  addi'essed  the  Encamp- 
ment as  follows : 

.  Commander 'in- Chiefs  and  Members  of  the  Grand  Army:  The  gener- 
osity of  this  imposing  presence  gives  to  your  speaker  a  new  and  unique  ex- 
perience, for  while  he  has  had  the  privilege  of  addressing  almost  every  char- 
acter of  audience,  social,  commercial,  civil,  and  religious,  he  has  never  before, 
sir,  had  the  distinguished  honor  to  address  the  relics  of  that  veteran  army, 
whose  chivalry  and  heroism  stand  unsurpassed  in  the  annals  of  time. 

For  the  first  time  I  address  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. And  may  I  not  say,  sir,  one  of  the  grandest  armies  and  of  the  great- 
est republics  on  which  the  sun  has  ever  shone. 

Since  the  organization  of  our  government  in  1776  the  American  army, 
under  the  stars  and  stripes,  has  never  once  met  with  defeat  in  the  last  and 
final  analysis  of  the  conflict. 

That  such  achievement  is  due  to  the  favor  o  f  Providence  and  to  the 
chivalry  of  the  soldier  is  no  longer  an  open  question  among  civilized  nations. 

To  test  the  temper  of  American  steel  has  been  a  disastrous  pastime  to 
those  who  have  had  the  folly  to  try  it.  To  evoke  the  spirit  of  war  and  impel 
the  American  soldier  to  take  the  field  in  defense  of  his  home,  flag,  or  country, 
has  thus  far  been  to  court  sure  and  certain  defeat  in  the  end  of  the  contest. 

Nor  has  this  uniform  result  of  final  victory  to  American  arms  been  due 
to  any  want  of  courage  or  heroism  on  the  part  of  opposing  armies. 

To  plead  that  the  success  of  American  arms  has  been  the  result  of  cow- 
ardice, or  inefficiency  on  the  part  of  opponents  would  be  to  dim  the  lustre 
and  dull  the  glory  of  American  valor.  The  assertion  that  right  has  been  on 
the  side  of  your  arms,  and  hence  your  uniform  successes,  is  one,  sir,  that  adds 
more  honor  to  the  American  name  than  would  be  the  conquest  of  the  world 
merely  for  the  sake  of  empire. 

Our  contests  have  not  always  been  with  feeble  or  indifferent  armies. 
The  American  soldier  has  more  than  once  met  a  foeman  worthy  of  his  steel. 
His  prowess  on  the  battlefield  has  been  challenged  by  the  chivalry  of  both 
the  Latin  and  Anglo-Saxon  races,  and  on  both  native  and  foreign  soil. 

The  courage  of  American  seamen  has  been  equal  to  that  of  her  soldiers, 
and  the  fame  of  their  conquests  on  the  high  seas  rivals  the  glory  of  Syracuse, 
Trafalgar,  and  Salamis. 

In  all  the  most  famous  achievements  of  American  arms,  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  has  been  a  noted  factor.  With  the  chivalry  of  the 
Spartan,  the  prowess  of  the  Carthaginian,  and  the  courage  of  the  Roman, 
you  have  a  record  for  future  ages  worthy  of  your  name,  your  ancestry,  and 
your  native  land ;  and  a  record,  too,  worthy  the  stars  and  stripes,  which  now 
floats  over  a  united  and  happy  people. 
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Under  the  genius  of  our  institutions,  the  sword  which  has  maintained 
the  federal  union,  offers  peace  to  every  section  of  the  country,  and  pledges 
its  protection  to  the  humblest  citizen  who  holds  allegiance  to  the  American 
flag. 

That  peace,  sir,  once  offered  upon  the  faith  of  the  surrendered  sword 
and  upon  the  integrity  of  the  brave  warrior  who  wore  and  surrendered  it,  the 
soldiers  of  the  South  accepted  with  pledges  of  fraternity  and  good  will ;  and 
they  have  kept  these  pledges  inviolably  true,  for  they  have  been  neither  the 
movers  of  riots  nor  the  champions  of  revolutions. 

And  now,  sir,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  the  third  part  of  a  century, 
with  no  apology  for  the  fight,  and  with  no  complaint  for  defeat,  we  come  to 
renew  our  allegiance  to  the  flag  of  our  common  country.  Your  flag,  sir,  is 
our  flag — for  now  we  have  one  country  and  one  flag  under  which  to  work  out 
the  achievements  of  a  providential  destiny,  and  I  assure  you  sir,  that  it  offers 
an  ex-Confederate  soldier  no  mean  honor  to  address  the  brave  men  who  once 
followed  under  the  leadership  of  your  famous  captain,  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  and 
his  interpid  lieutenants  in  a  contest  for  chivalrous  daring  unsurpassed  in  the 
annals  of  civilized  warfare. 

But,  sir,  we  are  the  children  of  a  common  ancestry,  we  share  the  pro- 
tection of  the  same  laws,  and  we  worship  Qod  at  the  same  or  similar  altars ; 
our  destinies  therefore  are  cast  in  a  common  mould. 

With  these  general  reflections,  and  with  assurances  of  patriotic  good 
will,  we  bear  to  you  the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  old  **  City  by  the  Sea,*'  and 
make  known  to  you  the  special  object  of  our  visit  to  your  Encampment  at 
this  time. 

.  Under  the  able  direction  of  your  worthy  comrade,  Gen.  James  P. 
Averill,  the  commander  of  the  department  of  Georgia  and  South  Carolina, 
G.  A.  R.,  a  small  delegation  of  gentlemen  from  the  city  of  Charleston  and 
vicinity,  composed  of  your  speaker,  Capt.  James  0.  Ladd  and  Mr  A.  C. 
Kaufman  is  here.  Capt.  Ladd  is  an  honored  member  of  your  body  who  has 
lived  long  in  the  South,  and  who  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him.  Capt  Ladd  carries  an  armless  sleeve  as  the  best  testimonial  of  a 
soldier's  courage — lost  on  the  day  when  Antietam  was  red  with  the  blood  of 
a  nation.     He  is  here  to  endorse  the  enterprise  we  represent. 

And  last,  but  first  in  point  of  unselfish  devotion,  Mr.  A.  C.  Kaufman, 
one  of  Charleston's  most  patriotic  and  public  spirited  citizens.  He  is  the 
leading  spirit  in  this  enterprise,  as  he  has  been  in  others  of  like  character. 
Mr.  Kaufman  has  devoted  most  of  his  life  to  the  interests  of  the  public ;  and 
in  order  to  aid  this  patriotic  movement  he  is  giving  time,  talents,  and  means 
with  no  hope  of  personal  gain  or  reward.  Such  devotion  on  the  part  of  a 
private  citizen  deserves  the  commendation  of  the  country. 

We  come  to  you  from  the  remote  South  to  ask  your  endorsement  of  an 
institution  which,  if  established,  will  be  alike  honorable  to  every  section  of 
our  country — East,  West,  North,  and  South.  For  it  is  a  National  enterprise, 
one  in  which  seventy  millions  of  Americans  are  directly  interested. 

There  is  in  Charleston  harbor,  directly  between  the  city  and  Fort  Sum- 
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ter,  a  beautiful  island  of  about  fiily  acres,  on  which  is  located  the  now  dis- 
mantled Fortress  of  Castle  Pincknej.  This  historic  piece  of  earth  is  indeed 
an  '' island  in  an  inland  sea." 

There  is  a  bill  now  before  congress  for  the  government  to  convert  the 
old  fortress  and  island  into  a  national  park  and  sanitarium  for  the  comfort 
and  pleasure  of  the  aged  soldiers  and  seamen  of  the  United  States  army  and 
navy. 

The  conception  of  such  an  enterprise  was  the  happy  thought  of  your  late 
comrade,  Major  General  William  B.  Hazen.  General  Hazen  was  on  a  visit  to 
the  home  of  an  ex-Confederate  captain  whom  he  had  captured  in  the  late 
war.  Because  of  his  kindness  to  the  Confederate  soldier  the  latter  invited 
General  Hazen  to  visit  him  at  his  home  in  Charleston  after  the  war  was  over. 
On  a  mid-winter  morning  the  general  and  his  ex-Confederate  friend  were 
taking  a  walk  on  the  Battery  near  the  sea  wall. 

To  the  east  lay  Charleston  harbor,  placid  as  the  face  of  a  maiden  queen, 
with  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie  still  bristling  with  the  guns  of  recent  bat- 
tle. General  Hazen  stood  for  a  moment  as  if  held  by  some  invisible  spirit. 
He  then  remarked  :  *'Why,  sir,  in  the  North  the  whole  country  is  locked  up 
in  ice  and  snow,  while  here  you  have  spring  in  mid-winter.  What  a  gener- 
ous retreat  from  the  cold  north  winds  would  be  a  soldiers'  park  and  sanita- 
rium at  Castle  Pinckney  yonder  1 "  pointing  at  the  same  time  to  the  old  fortress 
only  a  few  hundred  paces  across  the  harbor.  General  Hazen  did  not  live  to 
see  his  patriotic  suggestion  carried  out.  But  now,  sir.  South  Carolinians,  many 
of  whom  wore  the  gray,  are  determined,  if  possible,  to  see  the  suggestion  of 
your  comrade  consummated. 

To  this  end  we  are  here  to  ask  you  to  lend  us  the  potential  arm  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  the  endorsement  of  an  institution  conceived 
by  one  of  your  comrades,  and  which  is  to  bear  the  name  of  another.  For  it 
has  been  suggested,  and  the  suggestion  meets  with  universal  approval  in  the 
Souths  that  the  institution  be  named  in  honor  of  Major  Robert  Anderson,  the 
first  to  draw  his  sword  in  defense  of  the  stars  and  stripes  which  floated  over 
Fort  Sumter  in  1861.  And  you  will  permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  a  similar 
flag  is  floating  in  triumph  over  the  same  old  fortress  to-day.  There  may  it 
ever  float  until  every  island  in  the  Atlantic  shall  be  free,  and  all  the  Americas 
shall  hail  our  republican  institutions  with  raptures  of  delight;  when  like  a 
mighty  surge  of  the  sea  they  shall  thrill  the  hearts  of  the  people  from  the 
Rio  Grande  to  Alaska,  and  from  Portland  to  Honolulu,  for  Hawaii  must  be 
ours  and  Cuba  will  yet  be  free. 

The  people  of  South  Carolina  have  not  forgotten  the  patriotic  and 
soldier-like  bearing  of  your  chivalrous  comrade.  Major  Robert  Anderson.  To 
do  honor  to  his  memory  they  have  become  active  in  this  enterprise.  And  the 
generous  people  of  the  old  city  on  the  Atlantic  (you  will  permit  me  to  speak 
of  their  virtues  as  I  am  not  a  South  Carolinian)  ask  you  to  do  them  the  honor 
— and  yourselves  a  like  honor — of  joining  them  in  the  endorsement  of  an 
institution  which  is  to  be  a  monument  to  the  first  soldier  who  drew  his  sword 
in  the  defense  of  the  federal  union  in  1861. 
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His  name,  sir,  will  remain  through  ages  to  come  as  a  distiuguished 
member  on  your  roll  of  honor.  Is  there  not  an  historic  propriety  in  the 
proposed  monument  to  his  memory?  The  place  of  its  location — under  the 
shadow  of  Fort  Sumter?  The  people  who  are  active  in  the  enterprise — the 
people  of  South  Carolina  and  the  city  of  Charleston  ? 

Could  you  know  the  name  of  your  comrade  who  fired  the  last  decisive 
shot  in  the  late  conflict,  you  would  do  him  great  honor, — a  fact,  however,  that 
will  never  be  known;  but,  sir,  you  do  know  the  name  of  the  brave  soldier 
who  is  entitled  to  the  much  greater  honor  of  being  the  first  to  draw  his  sword 
in  the  defense  of  his  country,  and  that  soldier  was  Robert  Anderson.  And 
to  this  day,  sir,  no  polished  mausoleum  or  national  monument  has  been  erected 
to  his  memory. 

Such  an  institution  in  the  very  place  where  the  first  gun  was  fired  in 
1861  would  be  a  significant  reminder  to  future  ages  that  the  brave  are  not 
forgotten  and  that  the  memorials  of  peace  are  alike  enduring  with  the  monu- 
ments of  war.  Whatever  tends  to  abate  sectional  strife  and  remove  personal 
or  local  prejudice  should  be  hailed  with  approval  by  every  American  citizen. 
For  the  strength  of  human  governments  is  not  patriotic  sentiment  merely, 
but  the  unity,  concord  and  harmony  of  patriotic  sentiment.  A  people  may 
have  the  most  zealous  type  of  patriotic  sentiment  and  yet  be  a  weak  and 
helpless  people  because  rent  and  torn  by  sectional  strife.  Our  institutions 
should  touch  the  life  of  all  the  Americas  and  shape  the  destinies  of  this 
western  world.  The  American  flag  has  been  justly  termed  the  "symbol  of 
human  freedom." 

And  while  there  is  an  arm  on  these  western  shores  which  wears  a  chain, 
or  a  neck  that  bows  beneath  a  yoke,  the  final  and  providential  destiny  of  our 
mission  has  not  been  reached. 

That  we  may  never  disappoint  the  exalted  destiny  of  our  providential 
birth,  or  be  unworthy  of  the  glory  won  by  the  American  sword,  we  must  be  a 
united  people. 

To  rear  a  vast  empire  on  the  wreck  and  decay  of  the  aboriginal  races 
of  this  western  hemisphere  merely  for  selfish,  sectional,  or  parsimonious  ends 
would  be  to  insult  the  Divinity  which  has  been  guide  to  our  footsteps  from 
the  beginning,  and  reproach  the  providence  which  has  aided  us  in  the 
achievements  of  the  past  century.  We  therefore  corae  to  you  in  behalf  of 
this  substantial  token  of  our  fraternal  and  patriotic  good  will,  and  ask  you  to 
lend  us  the  aid  of  your  endorsement  of  an  enterprise  which  will  broaden  our 
political  benevolence,  enrich  our  patriotism,  and  bring  to  pass  the  answer  of 
a  nation  s  prayer:  No  North,  no  South,  but  East,  West,  North,  and  South, 
the  uiiion  of  all  hearts  and  the  glorious  achievement  of  a  nation's  destiny 
** under  the  folds  of  a  common  flag." 

To  this  end,  sir,  we  pledge  to  you  the  best  endeavor  of  head,  heart, 
hand,  and  sword,  and  we  shall  be  your  rivals  only  to  make  the  American 
Republic  what  its  past  achievements  portend :  the  friend  of  the  oppressed, 
the  foe  of  the  despot  and  tyrant,  and  the  champion  for  the  liberty  and  free- 
dom of  mankind. 
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The  greatest  achievements  of  a  nation  do  not,  howerer,  always  come 
from  the  din  and  smoke  of  battle.  The  clash  of  arms  and  the  boom  of  can- 
non may  sometimes  be  the  potential  tokens  of  a  nation's  wrath,  while  the 
monuments  of  peace,  snch  as  we  plead  for  to-day,  are  the  silent  proofs  of  a 
nation's  fraternity,  and  the  enduring  pledges  of  a  nation's  love. 

And  as  I  look  into  the  faces  of  the  brave  men  before  me,  I  plead  with 
the  Gk)d  of  battles  that  the  people  of  this  nation  may  never  more  have  cause 
to  spill  each  other's  blood. 

To  avoid  such  a  disaster,  and  as  an  evidence  of  our  good  will,  we  ask 
your  aid  in  this  monument  and  memorial  of  peace.  Your  generosity  since 
and  during  the  late  conflict  warrants  our  appeal  to  your  chivalry  in  behalf  of 
this  patriotic  movement 

In  the  remote  South  there  is  no  such  institution  as  the  proposed  sani- 
tarium. That  the  petition  for  such  an  enterprise  should  come  from  South 
Carolina  and  from  the  city  of  Charleston  may  be  a  surprise  to  the  people  of 
the  North. 

I  can  almost  imagine  that  I  hear  some  of  my  hearers  inquire:  **CaQ 
anything  good  come  out  of  Charleston  ?  "  If  so,  I  answer:  "Come  and  see." 

And  when  you  come  you  will  be  constrained  to  exclaim:  **Behold,  the 
half  has  never  been  told." 

Why,  sir,  there  is  no  part  of  our  country  which  has  more  heroic  asso- 
ciations thai\  Charleston  harbor  and  its  environments.  Almost  every  wave 
that  beats  upon  the  sea  wall  is  an  impressive  reminder  of  some  heroic  deed 
in  the  past. 

The  revolutionary  associations  of  this  section  are  indelibly  written  upon 
the  memory  of  a  grateful  and  patriotic  people. 

Lodged  behind  a  rude  fortress  made  of  palmetto  logs  on  the  crest  of 
Sullivan's  Island,  Sumter's  heroic  band  met  and  defeated  the  fleet  of  Sir  Peter 
Parker  in  the  stormy  days  of  the  revolution. 

In  the  same  section  was  born,  lived,  loved,  and  died,  the  intrepid 
Marion,  who  taught  the  Tory  bands  of  the  bloody  Tarleton  that  liberty  was 
won  by  the  soldier's  sword,  and  that  blood  was  the  price  to  be  paid  for  em- 
pire. There,  too,  on  the  historic  waters  of  the  Pee  Dee,  fought,  and  bled, 
and  died  the  brave  Baron  DeKalb,  at  the  mention  of  whose  name  Americans 
pause  with  uncovered  heads  and  bated  breath.  The  Atlantic  seaboard  from 
Boston  to  the  Everglades  is  rich  in  the  relics  and  memorials  of  heroic  en- 
deavor and  patriotic  achievements. 

Chickamauga,  Antietam,  and  Gettysburg,  like  Marathon,  Cunaxa,  and 
Thermopylae,  are  to  mark  arenas  where  the  most  gifted  captains  of  any  age 
fought  for  the  empire  of  the  fairest  prize  on  earth,  and  where  the  destinies 
of  a  nation  trembled  in  the  balances  of  an  hour;  and  these  fields,  sir,  must 
forever  augment  the  glory  of  Cowpens,  King's  Mountain,  Bunker  Hill, 
Trenton,  and  Camden. 

And  now  I  pause  to  prononnce  my  parting  words.  I  thank  your  dia- 
tkiguished  Commander  for  his  generous  bearing  and  kind  reception,  and  yon 
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fcr  the  cordial  welcome  you  have  extended  to  your  countrymen  from  the 
South. 

The  chivalrous  and  brave,  sir,  are  always  generous,  and  kind.  Give  us 
the  endorsement  of  your  approval  of  the  soldiers'  sanitarium,  and  this  shall 
be  the  best  evidence  to  our  friends  on  the  Atlantic  that  you  have  accorded  to 
118  the  honor  of  a  * 'soldier's  couch  and  a  soldier's  fare." 

Over  the  gateway  of  the  institution  may  be  written  the  memorable 
words  of  your  most  distinguished  comrade :  **Let  us  have  peace." 

And  while  the  balmy  breezes  of  the  Atlantic  shall  blow  on  bush  or  tree, 
and  while  the  orange  and  magnolia  shall  bud  and  bloom,  we,  too,  say:  "Let 
OS  have  peace." 

And  in  conclusion,  and  before  we  part,  I  lay  upon  the  hallowed  altar  of 
our  common  country  these  parting  words:  By  all  the  ties  of  life  and  death, 
and  on  the  tombs  of  our  honored  dead,  we  extend  to  you  our  hands  and 
hearts  over  the  bloody  chasm  of  war,  and  hold  aloft  the  olive  branch  of  fra- 
ternity under  the  stars  and  stripes  of  a  common  country  and  say:  **  Let  us 
have  peace  I"    **  One  altar,  one  destiny,  one  people,  now  and  foreverl " 

**The  granite,  the  marble,  the  branch  of  the  cypress. 
The  emblems  of  peace,  shall  thy  gateway  enshrine ; 
Then  take  this  memento,  the  best  we  can  offer, 
A  home  for  the  soldier,  the  tribute  is  thine." 

The  report  of  the  eommitteee  was  concurred  in,  all  comrades 
present  voting  in  the  affirmative  excepting  four,  who  voted  nay. 

The  Departments  of  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Michigan,  and 
Pennsylvania  changed  their  votes  for  Junior  Vice-Commander- 
in-Chief  to  Comrade  Allen. 

Comrade  Ross,  of  Delaware,  said  he  thanked  the  comrades 
for  the  vote  given  him,  and  desired  to  withdraw  his  name  and 
change  the  vote  of  Delaware  to  Comrade  Allen. 

The  Departments  of  Ohio  and  New  Jersey  changed  tlieir 
votes  to  Comrade  Allen. 

The  name  pf  Comrade  Carpenter  was  withdrawn,  and  on 
motion  the  Adjutant  General  was  directed  to  cast  the  ballot  of 
the  Encampment  for  Comrade  Francis  B.  Allen,  of  Connecticut, 
for  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  which  having  been  done 
he  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  continued  its  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  committee  reported  bock  a  communication  from  the 
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Department  of  Virginia,  asking  a  contribution  toward  a  monu- 
ment to  Union  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  West  Point  Cemetery 
at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  recommendation  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  committee  also  reported  upon  a  resolution  offered  by 
Comrade  W.  J.  Smith,  of  Tennessee,  approving  and  commend- 
ing to  the  confirmation  of  the  United  States  Senate  the  treaty 
made  with  the  Republic  of  Hawaii,  for  annexation,  etc.,  and  said 
that  they  deemed  it  inexpedient  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public to  pass  the  resolution,  and  recommended  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  reported  back  a  preamble  and  resolution 
offered  by  Comratle  Fielder,  of  New  Jersey,  recommending  that 
measures  be  promptly  taken  to  secure  Appomattox  Field  for  a 
National  park,  by  providing  for  a  committee  to  draft  a  bill  and 
present  to  Congress,  etc.,  with  the  following  resolution : 

Resolvedj  That  the  Commander-in- Chief-elect  be  and  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  appoint  a  committee  of  five,  with  full  power  to  draft  and  present  such 
a  bill  before  Congress  as  will  carry  out  the  import  of  the  resolutions,  pro- 
vided that  said  committee  shall  act  without  any  cost  or  expense  to  the  Na- 
tional Encampment. 

The  report  was  concurred  in,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Upon  a  communication  from  Comrade  Charles  Anderton, 
^Senior,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  recommending  that  Sons  of  Veterans 
in  good  standing  be  admitted  to  Post  meetings  upon  their  being 
qualified  by  obligation  the  same  as  comrades  are  now  admitted  to 
their  Camps  and  upon  the  same  terms,  the  committee  recom- 
mended that  the  same  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  recom- 
mendation was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  reported  upon  a  preamble  and  resolution 
favoring  the  passage  of  a  bill  now  pendmg  in  Congress  to  es- 
tablish a  National  park  upon  the  battlefield  of  Stone  River, 
Tennessee,  and  recommended  that  the  preamble  and  resolution 
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be  adopted  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  requested  to  for- 
wanl  an  official  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  preamble  and  resolution  are  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  There  is  now  pending  in  Congress  a  bill  (H.  R.  1996)  to 
establish  a  national  park  upon  the  battlefield  of  Stone  river,  in  Rutherford 
county,  Tennessee  ;  and 

Whereas,  one  of  the  hardest  fought  and  most  important  battles  of  the 
late  war  between  the  states  was  fought  upon  that  field ;  and 

Whereas,  The  important  points  of  that  battle,  made  memorable  by  the 
valor  of  the  American  soldier,  ought  to  be  preserved  and  perpetuated,  while 
those  who  took  part  in  it  are  yet  alive  :  Therefore  be  it 

Resolved^  By  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  assembled  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  that  the  old  soldiers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  here  assembled  do  most  heartily 
endorse  the  establishment  of  said  national  park,  and  respectfully  petition  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  to  pass  the  bill  herein  above  referred  to,  and 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  hereby  requested  to  forward  an  official  copy 
of  this  preamble  and  resolution  to  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  a  preamble  and  resolutions  from  comrades  of  the  De- 
partment of  Maasachusetts,  favoring  the  erection  of  a  National 
monument  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and 
reconmiending  tiiat  the  cost  tliereof  [k^  raised  by  collection 
thnmujh  the  jK)st-ofBce  dejmrtment  by  sale  of  suitable  stamps  or 
some  other  satisfactory  method,  the  committee  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  your  committee  approve  of  the  sentiment  contained  in 
the  resolution,  and  trust  that  a  National  monument  to  the  memory  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  may  become  an  accomplished  fact  at  no  distant  day. 

The  committt^e  reported  back  resolutions  from  the  De- 
partment of  New  York,  Post  No.  540,  Hiltonville,  Indiana, 
(Gettysburg  Post  No.  49*3,  Spencer,  Indiana,  and  Williams  Post 
No.  78,  M uncie,  Indiana,  asking  that  Memorial  Day  be  changed 
from  the  80th  of  May  to  the  Sunday  nearest  the  30th  of  May, 
and  also  certain  protest^  against  such  change  from  Archer  Post 
No.  28,  Princeton,  Indiana,  and  Dixon  Post  No.  299,  Dixon, 
Illinois,  with  the  ra^mmendation  that  the  same  be  referred  to 
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the  (^ommittoe  on  Rules,  Regulations,  and  Ritual,  Comrade  War- 
ner saying : 

Your  committee  generally  were  in  favor  of  letting  Memo- 
rial Day  stand  just  where  it  is. 

Comrade  Shaw,  of  New  York,  moved  to  disagree  with  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  that  the  following  be  substituted 
for  such  report : 

Resolvzdj  that  this  Encampment  recommends  that  Memorial  Day  be 
observed  upon  the  last  Sunday  in  May,  in  order  that  the  associations  of  the 
holy  Sabbath  may  be  thrown  around  the  one  day  in  each  year  sacred  to  the 
memory  of  the  saviors  of  the  Nation,  as  was  the  original  intention. 

Upon  the  motion  and  resolution,  Comrade  Shaw  addressed 
the  Encampment  as  follows: 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades :  I  offer  this  resolution  in  the  be- 
lief that  it  will  be  wise  to  adopt  it  at  this  time  for  several  reasons  which  I 
will  proceed  briefly  to  lay  before  you : 

As  we  all  know,  Memorial  Day  is  one  of  the  monuments  marking  the 
new  birth  of  full  freedom  in  our  great  country.  It  took  its  place  in  the  list 
of  grateful  memory  days  after  a  conflict  for  freedom  and  free  men  unparal- 
leled in  the  records  of  human  history.  At  the  first,  its  solemn  and  universal 
observance  marked  the  recurring  May  Day  of  sunshine  and  green  fields,  when 
loving  hearts  bent  over  new-made  graves  of  departed  heroes,  bedewing  them 
with  their  tears  and  decorating  them  with  flowers.  The  fresh  grief  in  homeg 
and  memories  over  the  sacrifices  of  brutal  war  made  th  s  day  at  the  first  one  of 
general  sympathy  and  deep  gratitude  for  services  rendered  in  behalf  of  a  whole 
free  people.  But  as  years  went  by,  the  holiday  took  the  place  largely  of  the 
holy  day,  and  little  by  little  there  crept  in  disturbing  and  irritating  elements 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  tender  Memory  Day  of  its  foundei-s.  Games  of 
various  kinds,  races  by  water  and  on  land,  excursions  to  points  outside  of  the. 
hallowed  cemetries  where  patriots  sleep  were  made,  and  this  custom  has  gone 
on  until  the  secular  and  merely  enjoyable  characteristic.^  of  the  day  mar  its 
solemnity  and  weaken  its  noble,  historic  commemoration  of  the  precious  serv- 
ict'S  and  heroism  of  our  volunteer  soldiers  in  our  life  and  de  ith  struggle  for 
a  higher  and  jnster  national  life. 

I  have  taken  pains  to  consult  a  large  circle  of  thoughtful  people  as  to 
how  we  can  safe-guard  this  Memory  Day  so  that  it  shall  be  fittingly  and  rev- 
erently observed  after  we  are  all  gone  out  of  this  world.  With  but  two  or 
three  exceptions  I  have  received  wide  and  general  endorsement  of  the  selec- 
tion of  the  last  Sunday  in  May  as  the  best  thing  that  can  be  done  to  pro- 
tect the  observance  of  Memorial  Day  in  future  years.  If  the  jarring  irrita- 
tions of  the  present,  while  so  many  old  veterans  are  living,  have  assumed  such 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GRAND  ARMY  OF  THB  RBPUBLIO.  275 

aoDoying  proportions  when  Memorial  Day  falls  on  a  week  day,  how  much 
more  general  will  become  the  detracting  environments  of  this  day  in  a  few 
years  hence,  when  no  more  living  comrades  lend  their  presence  to  its  beau- 
tiful and  impressive  ceremonies. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  in  the  old  command,  *' Remember  the 
Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy/'  As  I  read  history,  the  lessons  therein  taught, 
as  the  sum  of  human  experience,  are  clearly  to  the  point  that  nations  founded 
in  righteousness  are  first  in  the  circle  of  civilization.  Memorial  Day  is  a  new 
holy-day,  in  the  widest  sense,  in  the  commemorative  calendar  of  appreciative 
gratitude  for  brave  deeds  of  brave  men  who  gave  all  they  hold  most  dear, 
their  precious  lives,  for  the  true  glory  of  their  native  land.  The  day  set 
apart  for  their  honor  and  memory  should  be  free  from  distracting  games  of 
every  sort,  and  the  only  way  in  my  judgment  to  secure  this  is  to  have  it 
always  fall  on  Sunday.  This  is  the  American's  day  of  rest.  It  is  the  one  day 
in  seven  honored  by  a  vast  majority  of  American  citizens  as  the  Lord's  Day. 
The  observances  of  Memorial  Day  are  far  better  in  keeping  with  the  Sabbath 
day. 

I  have  received  one  criticism  from  a  leading  religious  paper  wherein 
doubts  and  fears  are  expressed  that  the  bands  of  music  and  marching  lines 
would  detract  from  the  serenity  and  sacred  character  of  the  Sabbath.  This 
criticism  surprised  me.  I  cannot  see  how  appropriate  music  by  a  band 
should  be  any  more  out  of  place  on  Sunday  leading  a  march  to  the  cemetery  to 
strew  patriots'  graves  with  flowers,  than  is  the  noble  strains  of  a  great  organ 
in  church  worship  !  I  am  free  and  frank  in  saying  that  the  Sunday  excursion 
is  an  assault  on  the  sacredness  of  the  American  Sabbath,  as  perilous  as  it  is 
weakening  in  its  moral  influences  on  the  youth  of  our  country. 

Whatever  tends  to  develop  a  love  of  the  sentiment  of  true  liberty  and 
righteousness  in  the  heart  of  a  child  is  good  seed  sown  for  God  and  country. 
The  lessons  of  Memorial  Day  are  not  only  precious  to  the  living  veterans, 
but  their  greatest  glory  lies  in  their  influence  upon  the  children  of  the  present 
and  the  future.  I  do  not  know  of  a  more  impressive  sight  than  that  pre- 
sented when  flags  are  set  and  flowers  placed  over  the  dear  dust  of  volunteer 
soldiers  on  Memorial  Day.  How  best  to  make  this  permanent  and  preserve 
the  custom  for  the  far  future  is,  I  believe,  no  easy  thing  to  determine.  It 
surely  will  not  outlast  half  a  century  in  its  original  solemn  characteristics 
unless  some  change  is  made  in  its  observance.  As  the  veterans  pass  away, 
games  and  secular  enjoyments  multiply  on  week  day  Memorial  days.  No  one 
who  has  carefully  considered  the  facts  can  doubt  the  truth  of  my  statement. 

Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that  making  the  last  Sunday  in  May  Memorial 
Day  would  throw  about  it  the  shield  of  the  Sabbath. and  secure  for  its  future 
honor  a  nation's  proud  and  general  observance. 

Another  objection  to  the  resolution  I  have  off*ered  was  based  upon  the 
view  that  to  change  the  date  of  what  has  been  for  ye.irs  a  generally  observed 
Memorial  Day  would  be  a  confes.sion  that  it  was  in  danger  of  losing  its  sig- 
nificance and  that  veterans  were  afraid  that  its  observance  in  the  true  spirit 
would  end  with  their  lives.     I  do  not  agree  with  this  criticism.     I  do  not  be- 
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^ieve  that  the  fixing  of  the  last  Sunday  in  May  as  the  future  Memorial  Day 
would  in  the  slightest  detract  from  its  historic  dignity  or  weaken  it«  hold 
upon  the  heart**  of  Americans. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  clear  to  me  that  now  is  the  time  to  take 
action  that  will  strengthen  the  holy  observance  of  the  day,  and  I  am  sure 
that  the  way  I  have  suggested  would  accomplish  this  desirable  result.  The 
30th  day  of  May  I  presume  was  arbitrarily  selected  without  much  thought  at 
the  fii-st  as  lo  what  experience  would  develop  in  its  observance  on  a  week 

But  let  me  go  a  little  further  and  point  out  how  much  would  be  gained 
by  the  change.  In  the  first  place,  our  clergy  are  a  hard-worked  profession. 
When,  for  instance,  Memorial  Day  falls  on  Saturday  or  Monday,  the  extra 
work  is  no  light  matter  for  the  preachers  of  our  country.  If  Memorial  Day 
fell  on  the  \ani  Sunday  in  May,  I  have  full  faith  to  believe  that  its  impressiveness 
and  general  ob-servance  would  be  greatly  increased.  What  I  am  contending 
for  is  to  have  this  Memorial  Day  so  fixed  in  the  great  Christian  heart  of  the 
nation  as  to  perpetuate  it  for  future  generations  in  all  its  solemn  and  sacred 
features.  It  will  not  be  long  before  old  veterans  will  march  no  more  to 
mingle  their  tears  with  the  flowers  they  strew  upon  the  graves  of  comrades 
of  the  past.  A  new  generation  must  soon  stand  guard  over  the  heritage  of 
heroes'  graves.  The  fife  and  drum,  even,  may  become  silent  in  the  near 
future  as  attending  incidents  on  Memorial  Day.  Those  who  follow  us  in  the 
ties  and  blood  of  families  will  see  to  it  that  the  sentiment  of  patriotism  is 
kept  alive  by  remembering  to  go  to  the  burial  places  of  their  soldier-dead  in 
succeeding  years. 

Again,  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day  on  the  Sabbath  would  bring 
to  its  defense  the  influence  of  the  Christian  church. 

That  nation  is  in  no  danger  of  decay  whose  patriotic  impulses  in  periods 
of  peace  lead  it  to  honor  the  sacrifices  of  those  who  periled  their  lives  for 
the  common  good  in  times  of  war.  The  spirit  that  teaches  us  to  go  into  our 
chamber  and  be  still,  in  contemplation  over  the  majesty  and  mystery  of 
human  life,  would  take  the  thoughtful  and  the  patriotic  into  our  cemeteries 
on  Memorial  Day  on  the  sacred  Sabbath.  This  view  is  based  upon  solid 
grounds  of  sentiment  and  experience.  The  greatest  monument  in  this  world 
is  that  founded  by  Jesus  Christ  in  the  institution  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  It 
was  to  be  perpetuated  'Mn  rememberance  of  Me."  How  gloriously  this 
simple  religious  rite  has  moved  millions  of  hearts,  and  after  more  than 
eighteen  hundred  years  is  more  firmly  fixed  in  the  faith  of  humanity  than 
ever  before.  So  let  us  provide  that  Memorial  Day  may  fall  on  the  last  Sun- 
day in  Mav.  in  order  that  the  sacredness  and  solemnity  of  the  Sabbath  may 
help  protect  it  from  games  and  associations  at  variance  with  the  memories  of 
sacrifices  made  for  the  freedom  of  man  and  the  glory  of  the  nation. 

Comrades,  our  work  is  largely  done.  We  are  regarded  as  old  men. 
What  we  do  to  empty  ourselves  into  the  hearts  of  the  children  must  be  done 
quickly.  We  learned  in  blood  and  tears  how  hard  the  treadmill  of  brutal 
war  was  in  our  manhood's  morning.     We  have  seen  the  shock  of  battle  and 
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we  have  experienced  the  sacrifices  of  a  soldier^s  life.  We  fought  for  no  un- 
holy conquest.  Ours  was  a  sacrifice  of  patriotism.  We  feel  the  glow  of 
just  pride  as  we  recall  our  parts  in  the  mighty  struggle  of  1861-5.  We  know  ' 
that  the  worthy  veteran's  life  cannot  be  a  failure.  His  record  is  his  crown 
of  glory  as  a  volunteer  and  an  American  citizen.  We  do  not  crave  undue 
praise,  but  we  do  plead  for  safe  moral  forces  to  protect  the  future  in  all  that 
Inspires  patriotism  and  insures  the  peace,  happiness,  and  true  glory  of  ourj 
country. 

To  this  end  let  us  pass  the  resolution  I  have  proposed,  believing  that 
it  is  based  upon  considerations  of  wisdom  and  righteousness,  and  that  under 
its  influence  a  higher  and  holier  significance  will  follow  its  adoption  as  each 
Memorial  Day  comes  round  in  the  cycle  of  future  ages. 

In  the  great  days  of  Athens  the  bones  of  fallen  heroes  who  died 
fighting  for  their  country  were  annually  brought  together,  and  commanding 
eloquence  stirred  the  multitudes  as  their  deeds  on  many  a  battle  plain  were 
recounted.  We  do  these  things  better  in  our  day  by  strewing  flowers  over 
the  dear  dust  of  our  soldier  dead  and  teaching  the  lessons  of  patriotism  to 
the  children  of  the  Union,— now  14,000,000  strong. 

If  we  paid  as  much  attention  to  the  safety  of  the  Union  in  times  of 
peace  as  we  are  forced  to  do  in  periods  of  war,  our  nation  would  rise  from 
high  to  higher  in  a  ratio  of  safety  and  righteousness  astonishing  to  behold. 
If  we  can  transmit  our  quickened  love  of  the  flag  we  followed  along  flaming 
lines  of  fire  to  the  children  who  are  to  come  after  us  we  need  have  no  fears 
for  the  future  patriotism  of  our  beloved  country.  The  sentiment  of  loyalty 
to  flag  and  union  has  already  secuied  the  stars  and  stripes  a  lasting  place  over 
the  school  houses  of  a  large  section  of  our  country  ;  and  this  has  followed  the 
spirit  of  liberty  bom  of  our  last  great  struggle  to  enlarge  our  bounds  of  free- 
dom. 

Let  us,  while  we  can,  set  our  seal  of  approval  on  the  final  selection  of 
the  last  Sunday  in  Mav  as  the  blessed  Memorial  Day  which  is  to  keep  sweet 
the  memory  of  the  volunteer  soldiers  who  won  a  new  birth  of  freedom  for 
our  Nation,  in  our  great  age. 

CoMBADE  Wagner  :  I  tnist  that  this  proposition  to  make 
Sunday  the  Memorial  Day  will  not  be  agreed  to.  I  take  this 
position^  not  from  any  matter  of  sentiment,  but  simply  because 
of  the  impracticability  of  the  suggestion.  After  all  these  years 
of  eflfort  we  have  succeeded  in  securing  in  all  the  Northern  States 
and  in  some  of  the  Southern,  acts  of  legislation,  making  the 
30th  day  of  May  a  holiday.  We  have  an  act  of  Congress  to 
that  effect  Now,  why,  after  having  done  these  things,  and 
reached  this  point  in  thirty  years,  tear  this  whole  thing  up  by 
the  root3  and  start  where  we  began  thirty  years  ago? 
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Comrade  Sampson,  of  ArizoDa:  I  want  to  «ay  that  tlie 
sentiment  expressed  by  Comrade  Shaw  in  fevor  of  the  change  to 
Sunday  is  the^ven'  thing  that  condemns  the  proposition,  for,  in- 
stead of  meeting  with  the  approval  of  the  great  moral  and  relig- 
ious sentiment  of  the  country  it  would  be  repulsive  on  every 
hand.  As  has  just  been  suggested,  when  Congress  has  legislated, 
when  the  states  have  1^'slated,  and  fixed  upon  that  day,  why 
should  we  attempt  to  change  it  ?  Let  it  stand  as  it  is  and  not 
insult  that  great  element  in  our  country  that  will  not  be  in  ac- 
cord with  the  celebration  on  Sunday. 

Comrade  Boyle,  of  Pennsylvania:  I  will  not  takeoff  my 
hat  to  any  man  on  this  floor  in  the  recognition  that  I  give  to 
sacredness  of  the  Sabbath  Day,  and  everything  that  is  imme- 
diately associated  with  it,  for  the  benefit  of  the  human  race.  I 
want  to  submit  to  you  that  if  the  representatives  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  will  hold  up  their  hands  in  fiatvor  of 
changing  Memorial  Day  to  Sunday,  it  will  simply  be  an  acknowl- 
edgment on  their  part  that  there  is  not  enough  in  connection 
with  Memorial  Day  to  sustain  it.  I  am  not  prepared  to  take 
any  such  position  as  that.  Sabbath  is  a  religious  day.  Me- 
morial Day  is  a  patriotic  day.  And  there  is  sufficient  con- 
nected with  it  to  sustain  it  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
&et  that  those  who  have  the  Sabbath  at  heart  and  try  to  guard 
its  interests,  have  just  about  as  mudi  to  contend  with,  so  fiu*  as 
the  lack  of  sacredness  is  concerned,  as  those  of  us  who  have 
Memorial  Day  to  take  care  of,  and  you  are  simply  asking  us  to 
get  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire.  Let  us  stand  by  the  date 
that  was  originally  fixed,  and  let  us  say  to  the  American  people 
everywhere  that  if  they  have  respect  for  the  old  soldier  they  will 
recognize  the  sacredness  of  that  day ;  and  I  want  to  say  that  if 
you  make  the  appeal  to  the  American  people,  those  that  have 
patriotism  in  their  hearts  will  respond  to  that  appeal,  and  you 
will  not  make  it  any  better  by  changing.  Let  it  stand  as  it  is, 
as  a  patriotic  day. 

Comrade  Johnson,  of  Ohio :  It  seems  to  me  remarkably 
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Strange^  Commander-in-Chief  and  comrades,  if  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  in  this  Nation  cannot  have  one  day  of  its  own. 
It  would  seem  passing  strange  if  we  cannot  have  one  day  set 
aside  when  the  loyal  people  of  this  countrj'  will  recognize  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  set  aside.  Memorial  Day  is  tlie  veteran's 
Sunday,  and  every  man  who  does  not  belong  to  our  organization 
is  just  as  willing  to  observe  that  day,  if  loyalty  is  in  his  heart, 
as  every  Christian  who  does  not  belong  to  a  church  is  Milling  to 
observe  the  KSabbath  day.  We  have  seven  days  in  the  week. 
Some  of  the  people  of  this  country'  recognize  the  seventh  day 
and  some  the  first.  Let  us,  as  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic, recognize  the  30th  of  May  as  our  day,  and  let  us  see  to 
it  that  it  is  observed.  In  the  state  of  Ohio  we  have  a  statute 
upon  this  subject,  which  provides  that  if  there  are  games  to  be 
played,  plays  to  be  carried  on,  sports  of  various  kinds,  it  can  be 
prevented  within  one  or  two  miles  of  any  place  where  Memorial 
day  is  being  observed.  Similar  legislation  has  been  enacted  all 
over  this  country,  and  it  applies  to  the  30th  day  of  May.  If 
you  undertake  to  change  that  day,  you  will  have  to  change  this 
l^slation.  I^t  us  stand  by  the  Sunday  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 

Comrade  Taylor,  Chaplain-in-Chief:  Conmiander-in- 
Chief  and  Commrades :  Do  not  lay  your  hands  upon  our  sacred 
Memorial  Day.  Let  it  continue  as  long  as  the  Grand  Army 
lasts. 

Comrade  Shively,  of  Indiana:  I  am  a  minister  of  the 
g08j>el.  I  think  I  know  what  is  proper  on  the  Ix>rd's  Day,  and 
what  is  improper,  and  I  give  you  my  assurance  in  the  name  of  the 
ministry,  if  you  take  Sunday  as  Memorial  Day,  you  will  alien- 
ate the  whole  ministry  and  the  church-going  Christians  in  this 
country.  Now  you  have  the  sympathy  of  that  people.  You 
make  the  change  and  you  will  lose  that  sympathy.  In  the 
name  of  the  ministrj',  and  in  the  name  of  every  Christian,  I 
advise  you  not  to  make  any  such  change.  You  will  regret  it 
if  vou  do. 
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The  motioD  of  Comrade  Shaw  was  lost  and  the  report  of 
the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  committee  recommended  that  a  resolution  which  has 
been  presented  in  favor  of  placing  the  National  Flag  over  every 
voting  booth  in  the  country  be  not  adopted^  inasmuch  as  state 
elections  are  under  the  sole  control  of  each  individual  common- 
wealthy  and  it  is  deemed  a  matter  for  consideration  by  Depart- 
ment Encampments.     The  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  the  resolution  presented  by  William  Fox  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Washington  and  Alaska  condemning  the  Northern 
Pacific  and  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company  for  not  giving  G. 
A.  R.  rates  to  delegates  of  this  Encampment,  the  committee 
reported  it  was  not  in  possession  of  the  facts,  and  therefore  made 
no  recommendation. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  If  there  is  no  objection  this 
stands  approved.     There  being  none  it  so  stands. 

The  committee  recommended  that  preamble  and  resolution 
offered  by  Comrade  Ernest  Longpr^  of  the  Department  of 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  that  Congress  be  memorialized  to 
appropriate  $75,000  for  a  soldier's  home  in  New  Orleans,  be 
referred  to  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  for  his  considera- 
tion, and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

On  an  invitation  from  the  Grovernor  of  Tennessee  to  visit 
the  Centennial  Exposition  at  Nashville,  the  committee  recom- 
mended that  the  Encampment  return  its  acknowledgments  and 
hopes  as  many  of  the  veterans  as  can  do  so  will  attend.  The 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions offered  by  Comrade  Losch  of  Pennsylvania,  and  also  by 
Comrade  Hoard  of  Wisconsin,  be  adopted,  with  a  proviso  that 
tlie  committee  therein  provided  for  serve  without  compensation 
from  tlie  National  Encampment,  and  the  report- was  concurred  in. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows : 

Whrrbas,  The  operations  that  culminated  almost  simultaneously  at 
Gettysburg  and  Vicksburg  in  July,  1868,  not  only  mark  the  turning  point  in 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  but  also  constitute  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  oar 
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country,  and  both  should  be  commemorated  in  the  most  impressive  and  en- 
during manner  possible ;  and 

Whereas,  The  establishment  of  a  national  military  park  at  Vicksburg 
will  be  an  appropriate  monument  to  the  great  commander  whose  geniua 
planned  the  Vicksburg  campaign  and  brilliantly  curried  it  to  a  successful 
issue :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  again  endorses  the  bill 
to  establish  a  national  military  park  to  commemorate  the  campaign,  siege 
and  defense  of  Vicksburg,  and  respectfully  petitions  that  it  be  passed  by  the 
present  Congress. 

Resolveiif  That  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army,  in  urging  this  re- 
quest, recognize  that  Congress  has  been  liberal  in  establishing  national  mili- 
tary parks  on  battlefields  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  but  to  Gettysburg,. 
Antietam,  Chickamauga  and  Shiloh,  now  appropriately  commemorated  in 
this  impressive  and  enduring  manner,  they  ask  that  Vicksburg  be  added. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Past  Commanders-in-Chief  A. 
G.  Weissert,  John  S.  Kountz,  John  P.  Rea,  I.  N.  Walker,  T.  S.  Clarkson,  and 
Comrades  G.  M.  Dodge  and  Frederick  D.  Grant,  Department  of  New  York^ 
A.  Hickenlooper,  Department  of  Ohio;  John  McNulta,  Department  of  Illi- 
nois; W.  D.  Hoard,  Department  of  Wisconsin;  Wm.  H.  Hodgkins,  Depart- 
ment of  Massachusetts;  Samuel  A.  Losch,  Department  of  Pennsylvania; 
Nekon  Cole,  Department  of  Missouri;  William  Humphrey,  Department  of 
Michigan;  George  F.  McGinnis,  Department  of  Indiana;  and  C.  L.  David- 
son, Department  of  Iowa,  be  constituted  a  committee  to  promote  the  prompt 
passage  by  Congress  of  the  Vicksburg  Park  Bill,  and  that  Department  Com- 
manders and  other  oflScers  of  the  Grand  Army  be,  and  are  hereby,  instructed 
to  co-operate  with  the  committee  in  securing  this  result. 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant  General  be,  and  is  hereby,  instructed  to 
send  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Comrade  William  McKinley,  President  of 
the  United  States;  Thomas  B.  Reed,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives; Joseph  R.  Hawley,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  military  af- 
fairs, and  John  A.  T.  Hull,  chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  military 
affairs. 

The  committee  recommended  that  a  resolution  offered  by 
Comrade  A.  S.  Cushman,  of  Massachusetts,  recommending  the 
adoption  of  some  feasible  plan  for  planting  a  tree  by  each  Post 
in  the  Order  as  a  constant  souvenir  for  posterity  in  remembrance 
of  all  who  have  fought  for  the  preservation  of  our  national  lib- 
ties,  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Administration ;  and  the  rec- 
ommendation was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  reported  back  the  following  resolution,  pre« 
sented  by  tlie  Department  of  Connecticut : 
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Resolved^  That  the  committee  on  legislation  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  in- 
structed to  use  every  reasonable  effort  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  bill  now 
pending  before  Congress  to  restore  to  Dorence  Atwater,  the  soldier  who  se- 
cured the  lists  of  the  dead  at  Andersonville,  his  rights  as  they  existed  prior 
to  September  22,  1866. 

The  committee  recommended  tliat  the  Commander-in-Chief 
ascertain  the  evidence  in  this  case  and  lay  it  before  the  com- 
mittee which  is  now  considering  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Comrade 
Atwater ;  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  following  resolution 
offered  by  Comrade  Wagner,  of  Pennsylvania,  be  referred  to  the 
Council  of  Administration  with  a  favorable  recommendation, 
and  the  report  was  concurred  in  : 

Whereas,  The  contract  made  on  September  1,  1891,  for  one  hundred 
thousand  badges  has  been  filled;  Therefore, 

Resolvedf  That  the  incoming  Council  of  Administration  be,  and  it  is 
hereby,  instructed  to  invite  proposals  for  the  manufacture  of  badges  and  but- 
tons for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  from  January  1,  next. 

The  committee  reported  back  the  following  invitation  with 
the  accompanying  resolution,  which  resolution  they  recommended 
to  be  adopted  by  the  Encampment,  and  the  recommendation  was 
concurred  in : 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  council  of  the  city  of  Richmond^  the  board  of 
iMermen  concurring^  That  the  council  of  the  city  of  Richmond  heartily  ap- 
proves and  joins  in  the  movement  of  the  citizens  to  extend  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  an  invitation  to  hold  their  annual  Encampment  in  this 
beautiful  city  in  the  year  1899,  and  assure  them  they  will  be  extended  that 
welcome  which  is  always  characteristic  of  our  people,  and  extend  to  them  all 
the  courtesies  and  respect  which  they  can  anticipate  at  the  hands  of  every 
American  community. 

Resolved^  That  the  clerk  of  this  council  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  instructed 
to  forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  (}rand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

Adopted  by  the  common  council. 

Concurred  in  by  the  board  of  aldermen. 

Approved  by  the  mayor,  August  20, 1897. 

BEN  T.  AUGUST, 

City  Clerk, 
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City  Clerk^s  Office,  Richmond,  Va.,  August,  1897. 
To,Otnerdl  T.  S.  darkson^  Commander 'in- Chi^  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic, 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  my  pleasant  duty  to  transmit  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  the  accompanying  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  by  the  com- 
mon council,  concurred  in  by  the  board  of  alderman,  and  approved  by  his 
honor  the  mayor,  August  20,  1897. 

Very  respectfully, 

BEN  T.  AUGUST, 

City  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  we  express  our  great  appreciation  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Young  Men's  Business  Association  of  the  City  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  in 
regard  to  holding  the  National  Encampmeet  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  that  city  in 
the  year  1899;  and  while  this  Encampment  is  not  called  to  act  upon  the 
proposition,  it  receives  with  pleasure  the  resolutions  of  the  city  council  and 
board  of  aldermen  of  Richmond  presented  to  thrs  Encampment. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in: 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Administration  be,  and  is  hereby,  in- 
structed to  require  of  the  city  which  will  entertain  the  National  Encamp- 
ment, that  they  furnish  proper  rooms,  or  hall,  in  which  the  departments  can 
meet  for  registration  and  visitation  without  cost. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  offered  by  Comrade  J.  O.  Ladd,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in : 

Resolved,  That  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  do  urge  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  so 
legislate  as  that  the  National  Flag  shall  be  floated  over  all  presidential  post- 
offices  throughout  the  National  domain. 

On  a  communication  from  the  directors  of  the  Loyal 
Women^s  Memorial,  the  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in : 

Resolved,  That  we  commend  the  patriotism  of  the  Loyal  Women  of  the 
war,  and  reaffirm  our  previous  action  on  this  subject. 

The  committee  recommended  that  a  copy  of  a  bill  to  equal- 
ize pensions  and  abolish  all  agencies  except  that  at  Washington, 
all  pension  examining  boards,  special  pension  examiners,  and 
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providiiig  for  a  service  pension  of  eight  dollars  per  month,  with 
an  additional  service  pension  of  one  cent  per  day  per  month  for 
each  and  everj'  day  of  service,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  and  the  recommendation  was  unanimously  concurred 
in  by  a  rising  vote : 

Resolved,  That  this  EncampmeDt  cannot  adjourn  without  expressing  its 
great  appreciation  of  the  liberality  of  the  municipal  authorities  and  all  the 
citizens  of  Buffalo,  for  the  labor  of  love  and  patriotism  they  have  performed 
in  preparing  for  and  entertaining  the  members  of  this  Encampment  and  its- 
visiting  friends. 

The  committee  reported  fiivorably  upon  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  recommended  its  adoption : 

Resohedf  That  the  time  has  come  when  justice  demands  the  immediate 
passage  by  congress  of  a  service  pension  law,  and  this  Encampment  commends 
as  just  and  equitable  the  provisions  of  the  bill  favorably  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee at  the  first  session  of  the  fifly-fourth  congress  allowing  three  dollars 
per  month  on  account  of  the  enlistment,  and  in  addition  thereto  one  cent  per 
day  per  month  from  time  of  service. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was,  on  motion,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  to  2  o'clock  was  lost. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  announced  the  next  order  of 
business  to  be  the  election  of  a  Surgeon-Greneral,  and  said  nomi- 
nations were  in  order. 

Comrade  DorxiE,  of  Indiana :  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
have  the  honor  to  present  a  comrade  for  the  position  of  Surgeon- 
General.  He  belongs  to  Post  17,  of  Indianapolis,  has  been 
medical  director  of  the  Department  of  Indiana,  was  surgeon  of 
the  24th  and  67th  Indiana  Volunteers  in  the  field,  and  we  i)re- 
sent  him  as  a  man  who  was  a  sui^eon  during  our  service  in  the 
country's  hour  of  need,  a  man  of  education  and  ability  in  his 
chosen  profession,  having  received  his  education  more  than  forty 
years  ago  at  the  University  of  Buffalo  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
He  has  stood  high  in  the  profession  since,  is  a  gentleman,  a  sol- 
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dier,  and  a  comrade,  and  a  higher  recommendation  cannot  come 
fn)ra  the  hearts  of  his  delegation.  We  present  Comrade  Charles 
S.  Boynton,  of  Indianapolis. 

Comrade  Heath,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  the  Encampment 
now  adjourn  until  2:30  p.  M.,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Comrade  Au.an,  of  Virginia:  Commander-in-Chief,  I 
have  been  requested  by  the  comrades  from  a  number  of  Southern 
states  to  ask  that  this  Encampment  will  not  bunch  its  honors  all 
around  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania.  It  was  our  purpos<^ 
to  present  a  candidate  for  Chaplain-in-Chief,  but  since  we  came 
here  we  have  heard  that  the  great  city  of  Chicago  had  a  candi- 
date to  present  for  that  office,  and,  believing  that  it  needed  the 
prayers  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  worse  than  we  did  in  the  South, 
we  determined  not  to  present  our  candidate  for  that  office,  but 
a«<k  that  the  sick  of  your  Southern  comradeship  mio:ht  be  at- 
tended to  through  the  sersuces  of  the  Surgeon-in-Chief  The 
candidate  whom  I  shall  present  has  not  been  always  a  surgeon? 
but  part  of  his  life  was  a  private  soldier.  He,  too,  went  from  the 
Empire  State  of  New  York,  and  for  twenty-seven  years  past  ha.s 
lived  in  that  great  empire  of  the  West,  the  Lone  Star  State  of 
Texas.  Comrade  David  McKay,  whose  name  gave  him  the  right 
to  enlist  in  the  79th  Highlanders  of  the  State  of  New  York,  en- 
tered the  service  in  1861  as  a  private  soldier.  After  a  year  in 
the  ranks  he  was  made  an  assistant-surgeon,  and  long  after  the 
last  gun  had  been  fired  he  continued  in  the  medical  service  of 
his  country,  attending  to  the  sick  and  the  wounde<l  until  thi» 
month  of  November,  1865.  He  is  a  man  of  literar}'  attain- 
ments, I  venture  to  say,  st^cond  to  no  comrade  in  this  Encamp- 
ment. As  a  surgeon  in  private  life,  I  can  speak  jiersonally,  for 
I  have  met  him  often  in  the  city  of  Dallas,  Texas.  He  has  a 
practice  in  the  profession,  which  shows  that  he  honors  his  com- 
radeship in  attainments  as  a  physician  and  a  surgeon,  and  I  ask 
in  the  name  of  your  Southern  comradeship  that  you  give  us  this 
position  at  this  Encampment,  by  the  election  of  David  McKay, 
of  your  Highland  regiment,  the  79th,  surgeon-general  for  the 
easuing  year. 
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Comrade  Sampson,  of  Arizona :  We  desire  most  heartily 
to  second  the  nomination  of  Dr.  McKay,  of  Texas,  believing 
that  this  Encampment  will  realize  that  the  time  has  come  when 
the  comrades  of  Texas  should  be  recognized,  with  one  officer  at 
least 

Comrades  Ketchum  of  Texas,  Bliss  of  Michigan,  Ehrhardt 
of  Nebraska,  Smith  of  Iowa,  and  many  other  comrades  from 
different  departments  seconded  the  nomination  of  Comrade 
McKay. 

Comrade  Boynton  :  Commander-in-Chief  and  comrades, 
the  proudest  day  of  my  life  was  forty  years  ago,  when  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  this  building  I  received  my  d^ree  in  medi- 
cine. The  next  proud  day  \vi\s  when  the  Department  of  Indiana 
indor^  me  for  Medical  Director,  which  she  has  done  a  second 
time,  but,  sir,  I  am  a  soldier  and  I  am  a  Grand  Araiy  man,  and 
I  do  not  want  this  Encampment  to  understand  that  I  put  my 
personal  preference  over  the  choice  of  this  Encampment,  and  I 
thank  my  comrades  for  the  compliment  they  have  paid  me,  and 
most  respectfully  withdraw  my  name  as  a  candidate  for  surgeon - 
General,  and  move  that  the  election  of  Dr.  McKay  be  made 
unanimous. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Adjutant-General  was  directed 
to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  Encampment  for  Comrade  McKay, 
which  having  been  done,  he  was  declaimed  duly  elected. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  announced  that  nominations  for 
the  position  of  Chaplain-in -Chief  were  in  order. 

Comrade  Nevius,  of  New  Jersey:  Commander-in-Chief 
and  Comrades :  New  Jersey  is  a  small  state,  the  eastern  shore  of 
which  is  washed  by  the  Atlantic  ocean.  We  are  here  with  twenty- 
three  votes,  and  we  always  attend  the  National  Encampments, 
whether  held  East  or  West,  and  generally  with  a  full  delegation. 
We  think  at  this  Encampment  we  should  be  recognized,  and  I 
have  been  del^ated  by  the  Department  of  New  Jersey  to  place 
in  nomination  one  of  its  most  worthy  (K)mrade8  for  Chaplain-iu- 
Chief  of  the  G.  A.  R.     The  comrade  whom  I  shall  nominate 
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was  bom  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  prepared  for  the 
ministry  and  for  over  fifty  years  has  been  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel. During  the  rebellion  he  was  selected  from  eighteen  candi- 
dates as  chaplain  of  the  118th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and 
earned  for  himself  the  name  of  the  fighting  chaplain,  both  for 
fighting  rebels  and  the  devil.  He  possesses  all  the  requisites  for 
Chaplain-in-Chief,  both  as  to  character  and  ability,  and  there  is 
no  truer  G.  A.  R.  comrade  in  this  Encampment.  He  has  been 
eleven  times  unanimously  elected  Chaplain  of  his  Post,  and  the 
last  ten  yeai-s  he  has  served  as  Chaplain  of  the  Department  of 
New  Jersey,  and  every  time  elected  unanimously.  I  now  voice 
the  sentiment  of  every  comrade  in  the  Department  of  New  Jersey 
in  asking  you  to  elect  him  Chaplain-in-Chief,  and  let  this  loyal^ 
true  old  veteran,  who  has  devoted  so  many  yeare  of  his  life  to 
the  G.  A.  R.,  retire  with  this  honor  to  his  credit.  I  nominate 
Comrade  Charles  E.  Hill,  Post  61,  Department  of  New  Jersey,. 
G.  A.  R. 

Comrade  Vax  Saxt,  of  Minnesota :  One  year  ago  1  nom- 
inated for  Chaplain-in-Chief,  Comrade  Bruner,  of  Illinois.  It 
was  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  last  day  of  the  Encampment,  as 
it  is  now.  Everybody  was  tired,  as  you  are  now.  For  the  sake 
of  harmony  and  to  expedite  business,  I  withdrew  his  name.  I 
now  renominate  him.  I  had  prepared  an  address,  and,  even  in 
Minnesota's  cold  climate,  have  kept  it  carefully  packed  away  on 
ice;  but  I  will  not  tire  you  and  perhaps  harm  my  (^ndidate  by 
its  delivery. 

A  moment  ago  I  was  asked  if  my  pi-eacher  was  a  complain 
during  the  war.  Why  bless  you,  he  was  too  young  to  preach 
but  not  too  young  to  fight.  At  the  tender  age  of  fifteen  he  left 
mother,  home,  and  school,  seized  his  gun  and  fought  with  the 
rest  of  us  until  secession  lay  dead  at  our  feet.  I  tell  you  he 
comes  from  fighting  stock ;  he  has  the  proud  distinction,  perhaps 
enjoyed  by  no  other  comrade,  of  being  a  veteran,  the  son  of  a 
veteran,  and  the  grandson  of  a  veteran.  Think  of  it,  throe  gen- 
erations fighting  valiantly  for  liberty  and  union. 
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All  the  Bruners  were  fighters;  they  were  in  favor  of  the 
last  war  and  will  favor  the  next.  Comrade  Bruner  not  only 
fou^^ht  in  the  war  but  he  has  been  fighting  the  devil  ever  since. 
He  enlisted  as  a  boy,  returned  as  a  boy, and  is  one  of  the  "boys" 
now.  He  completed  his  education  and  for  years  has  been  an 
honored  minister  of  the  gospel,  never  forgetting,  however,  to 
teach  and  to  preach  the  sublime  lc«st)ns  of  patriotism  so  essential 
to  the  Nation's  life. 

You  will  make  no  mistake  in  selecting  him  to  pray  for  us, 
and  if  you  would  make  that  old  Illinois  mother  infinitely  happy, 
let  the  news  flash  over  the  wires  that  her  boy  has  been  elected 
Chaplain-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  I 
^gain  name  Frank  C.  Bruner,  of  Illinois. 

Comrade  Sexton,  of  Illinois:  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Comrades,  I  am  very  thankful  to  Comrade  Van  Sant  for  per- 
forming a  duty  that  the  Encampment  of  Illinois  instructed  the 
Illinois  delegation  to  perform.  Comrade  Bruner  is  an  active, 
Aggressive  fighter  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He  is 
always  on  the  right  side.  As  Chaplain  he  is  in  close  commun- 
ion with  the  Great  Commander  of  us  all,  and  his  prayers  are 
always  sinceiv  and  concise.  You  will  never  wait  for  him  to  say 
**  Amen,"  and  he  says  it  with  emphasis.  Comrade  Van  Sant 
served  with  him  in  one  of  Illinois'  great  cavalry  regiments,  the 
9th,  and  I  could  not  help  but  admire  his  zeal  and  his  display  of 
that  affection  that  one  comrade  bears  for  another  who  slept  with 
him  under  the  same  blanket.  We  never  had  a  Chaplain  in 
Illinois  that  was  more  f^steemed  by  his  comrades  than  Comrade 
Bruner,  and  I  commend  him  for  your  favorable  (consideration. 

Comrade  Siiaw,  of  New  York:  Commander-in-Chief, 
New  York  is  pretty  close  to  New  Jersey.  Illinois,  although  we 
love  her  much,  had  the  Commander  three  yeai-s  ago,  and  she 
doesn't  want  the  earth.  Now,  New  Jersey  is  somewhat  danger- 
ous, and  so  we  want  Comnwle  Hill  to  stand  up  U^tween  the  mos- 
quitoes and  our  State,  and  we  second  his  nomination. 

The  Dejmrtments  of  Kansas,  Connecticnt,  Nebraska,  Texas, 
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Wisconsin,  Michigan,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Mis- 
sissippi seconded  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Bruner. 

The  Departments  of  Pennsylvania,  Iowa,  and  Tennessee 
seconded  the  nomination  of  Comrade  Hill. 

Comrade  Nevius,  of  New  Jersey,  withdrew  the  name  of 
Comrade  Hill,  and  Comrade  Watson,  of  Illinois,  moved  that  the 
Adjutant  General  cast  the  ballot  of  the  Encampment  for  Com- 
rade Frank  C.  Bruner,  of  Illinois,  for  Chaplain-in-Chief,  and 
the  motion  prevailed.  The  ballot  having  been  cast  by  the  Ad- 
jutant Greneral,  Comrade  Bruner  was  declared  duly  elected 
Chaplain-in-Chief. 

The  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Commander-in-Chief^s  ad- 
dress, through  Comrade  Weissert,  of  Wisconsin,  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, presented  its  report,  which,  on  motion,  was 
adopted.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

To  the  Thirty-first  Encampment,  G.  A.  R.:  The  Committee  on  ad- 
dress of  Commander-in-Chief  has  carefully  considered  the  same  and  report 
as  follows : 

We  commend  the  earnestness  and  devotion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
to  the  interests  of  the  order  during  his  administration  and  desire  this  En- 
campment to  heartily  endorse  the  same. 

We  approve  of  the  recommendation  that  Memorial  Day  remain  as  fixed 
in  the  beginning  on  the  80th  of  May  of  each  year. 

Military  instruction  in  the  public  schools  is  most  commendable,  and  we 
trust  this  Encampment  will  give  this  feature  of  our  work  heartiest  commen- 
dation. 

In  the  line  of  school  histories  we  advise  that  the  committee  be  con- 
tinued and  the  work  of  thoroughly  and  carefully  scrutinizing  the  different 
histories  shall  be  effectively  maintained,  with  a  view  of  securing  a  proper 
presentation  of  the  facts. 

In  the  matter  of  finance  your  committee  cannot  agree  with  the  recom-  , 
mendation  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  that  the  per  capita  tax  be  increased, 
but  they  respectfully  recommend  that  the  expenditures  be  kept  within  re- 
ceipts by  immediate  retrenchment. 

We  respectfully  recommend  that  no  salaries  be  allowed  except  to  the 
Adjutant  Oeneral  and  the  Custodian  of  Records,  and  that  in  all  other  mat- 
ters involving  the  expenditure  of  money,  the  strictest  economy  be  maintained, 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  order. 

Tour  committee  avails  itself  of  this  opportunity  to  express  the  high 
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esteem  of  its  membei-s,  in  common  with  the  members  of  the  entire  Order, 
for  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson,  and  to  thank  him  for  his  patriotic  pnr- 
pose,  untiring  zeal,  and  the  devotion  which  has  distinguished  his  services. 

A.  G.  WEISSERT,  Chairman, 
J.  G.  B.  ADAMS, 
THOS.  G.  LAWLER, 
I.  N.  WALKER, 

Committee. 

Comrade  Olin,  of  Massachusetts :  Commander  and  Com- 
rades, at  St.  Paul,  one  year  ago,  the  National  Encampment  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  three  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial  to 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Walker,  of  Indiana.  The  Commit- 
tee, in  the  performance  of  that  duty,  has  procured  a  set  of  silver, 
encased  in  oak,  suitably  inscribed.  It  is  solid  silver,  and  seasoned 
oak.  The  silver  is  emblematical  of  those  sterling  qualities  of 
heart  and  mind  which  have  endeared  our  Comrade  Walker  not 
only  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  but 
to  all  who  know  him.  The  seasoned  oak  is  emblematical  of  the 
strong  fibre  of  his  magnificent  manhood.  Comrade  Walker,  in 
the  name  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  I  place  in  your  hands  the  title  to  this  testimonial, 
made  of  materials  so  enduring  that  after  you  have  gone  to  your  rest 
it  will  tell  your  children  and  your  children's  children  of  the  great 
love  which  this  magnificent  order  had  for  you.  I  now  present  it 
in  their  name.  I  cannot  say  more  than  this  without  trespassing 
upon  the  time  of  this  Encampment,  but,  comrade,  I  could  not 
say  less  in  Justice  to  the  sincere  and  profound  respect  and  deep 
admimtion  in  which  you  are  held  and  ever  will  be  held  in  the 
hearts  of  these  comrades. 

Past  Commander-in-Cuief  Walker:  Comrade  Olin, 
Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades:  For  the  fourth  time  in  my 
life  I  stand  before  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
with  a  heart  full  of  emotions  of  gratitute  and  affection.  When 
the  veterans  of  Indiana  called  me  to  be  Department  Com- 
mander I  felt  tliat  it  was  tlie  highest  honor  that  I  had  ever  re- 
ceived.    Then  came  the  promotion  to  Senior  Vioe-Commander- 
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in-Chief,  but  when  the  National  Encampment  at  Louisville,  with 
unanimous  voice,  called  me  to  the  station  of  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  survivors  of  the  aimies  that  had  been  conmianded 
by  Grant  and  Sherman  and  Sheridan  and  Thomas  and  Logan,  I 
knew  that  there  was  no  other  honor  on  earth  higher  for  me.  If, 
during  my  administration,  I  met  the  approval  of  my  comrades, 
I  am  content.  That  I  gave  my  whole  heart  and  all  the  eneigy 
and  ability  that  I  possessed  to  the  service,  I  think  I  need  not 
say.  I  will  take  this  testimonial,  my  comrades,  to  my  home,  to 
my  wife  and  children,  where  it  will  be  held  as  a  legacy  from  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

My  comrades,  the  shadows  lengthen.  We  are  not  so  young 
as  we  were  in  the  days  of  the  war.  Our  activity  and  strength 
are  not  so  great  as  when  we  hurled  Pickett's  Division  back  at 
Gettysburg,  or  when,  with  flashing  eyes  and  fixed  bayonets,  we 
scaled  the  heights  of  Lookout  and  Missionary  Ridge,  and  charged 
the  battery  of  the  enemy  on  the  crest.  In  our  meetings  our  roll- 
calls  sliow  that  loved  forms  and  voices  are  not  with  us.  My  com- 
mdes,  I  want  you  to  l)elieve  me  when  I  say  that  this,  although 
the  closing  act  in  my  official  connection  with  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  is  performed  with  a  full  heart.  May  the  whitened 
locks  of  the  surviving  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public be  covered  with  all  the  blessings  that  can  be  showered, 
upon  them.     I  thank  you. 

Comrade  Torrance,  of  Minnesota,  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  adopted : 

To  the  Thirty -first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic:  Your  committee  would  respectfully  report  that  by  the  action  of  the 
;{Oth  National  Encampment,  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  instructed  to  a])- 
point  a  committee,  consisting  of  seven  members,  to  represent  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  securing  the  erection  at  the  National  capitol  of  a 
monument  to  the  patriotic  women  of  the  Union,  such  monument  to  be 
designed  not  only  to  emphasize  and  teach  the  devotion  and  sacrifice  of  woman- 
hood to  the  cause  of  self-government  from  the  founding  of  the  Republic, 
bat' tb  serve  as  an  inspiration  to  future  generations  of  American  wonven  to 
cherish,  defend,  and  preserve  the  sacred  heritage,  and  to  memorialize  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  appropriate  the  necessary  funds  with  which 
to  erect  snch  monument. 
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That  pnrsnant  to  such  authority  the  Commander-in-Chief  constituted 
said  committee  as  follows :  Ell  Torrance,  chairman,  Minneapolis,  Minn. ;  S. 
S.  Burdett,  Washington,  D.  C;  Ira  M.  Hedges,  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.;  Chas. 
Townsend,  Athens,  Ohio;  James  A.  Sexton,  Chicago,  Illinois;  Geo.  A.  New- 
man, Cedar  Falls,  Iowa;  Washington  Gardner,  Lansing,  Michigan. 

That  since  said  appointment  no  regular  session  of  Congress  has  been 
held,  and  legislation  on  the  subject  at  the  late  extra  session  was  impossible. 
Your  committee  would  further  report  that  an  effort  has  been  made  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  other  patriotic  organizations,  and  that  the  senti- 
ment thus  far  expressed  is  in  hearty  approval  of  the  undertaking. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  your  committee  to  prepare  a  bill  and  have  the  same 
introduced  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
the  necessary  funds  to  erect  said  monument,  and  to  the  end  that  favorable 
legislation  may  be  secured  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  your  cpmmittee 
recommend  that  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  bring  the  subject  to  the 
attention  of  the  several  departments  with  the  request  that  they  urge  the  Con- 
gressional delegations  in  their  respective  states  to  favor  the  necessary  appro- 
priation. 

ELL  TORRANCE, 
L  M.  HEDGES, 
WASHINGTON  GARDNER, 
GEO.  A.  NEWMAN, 
CHARLES  TOWNSEND, 
JAMES  A.  SEXTON, 

Committee. 

Comrade  Armstroncj,  of  Indiana:  I  move  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  five  comrades  of  the  Encampment, 
-charged  with  the  duty  of  procuring,  to  be  presented  to  the  retir- 
ing Commander-in-Chief,  Comrade  Clarkson,  a  suitable  testimo- 
nial, expressive  of  the  affection,  the  comradeship,  and  the 
appreciation  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  of  the  members 
of  this  Encampment. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  committee  called  for  in  the  motion :  William  H. 
Armstrong,  of  Indiana;  M.  B.  Taylor,  of  New  York;  C,  A. 
Suydam,  of  Pennsylvania;  J.  A.  Ehrhardt,  of  Nebraska;  and 
T.  B.  Rodgers,  of  Missouri. 

The  Adjutant-Greneral  read  the  following  list  of  names  of 
«>mrade8  recommended  by  th'd  different  Departments  for  members 
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of  the  Council  of  Administration  for  the  ensuing  year,  and,  on 
motion,  the  Adjutant-General  was  directed  to  cast  the  ballot  of 
the  Encampment  for  the  comrades  named,  which  having  been 
done,  they  were  declared  duly  elected  : 

Alabama M.  D.  Wickersham Mobile. 

Arizona Wm.  M.  Moore Tucson. 

Arkansas G.  W.  Clark Little  Rock. 

California  and  Nevada. .  .Charles  A.  Woodruff U.  S.  A.,  Gov's.  I.,  N.  Y. 

Colorado Byron  L.  Carr Denver. 

Connecticut John  H.  Thacher Hartford. 

Delaware Elwood  Craig Wilmington. 

Florida T.  S.  Wilmarth Columbia. 

Georgia James  0.  Ladd Summerville,  S.  C. 

Idaho Judson  Spofford Boise. 

Illinois Thomas  W.  Scott Fairfield. 

Indiana William  H.  Armstrong.  .Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory Robert  W.  Hill Muscogee. 

Iowa Luman  L.  Caldwell Decorah. 

Kansas Homer  W.  Pond Fort  Scott. 

Kentucky Joseph  H  Browning Louisville. 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi  Paul  Bruce New  Orleans. 

Maine Herbert  R.  Sargent Portland. 

Maryland M.  A.  Brian Baltimore. 

Massachusetts Wilmon  W.  Blackmar. .  .Boston. 

Michigan William  Jibb Monroe. 

Minnesota. D.  B.  Searle St.  Cloud. 

Missouri F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis. 

Montana John  Halahan Anaconda. 

Nebraska L.  F.  Horton Stanton. 

New  Hampshire Albert  L.  Hall Newport. 

New  Jersey J.  J.  Kents Trenton. 

New  Mexico Hiram  Crampton Santa  F^. 

New  York James  Owens 227  E.  124th  st.,New  York. 

North  Dakota P.  Latourette 

Ohio E.  R.  Monfort Cincinnati. 

Oklahoma W.  H.  Baker Ponca  City. 

Oregon T.  C.  Smith Salem. 

Pennsylvania W.  H.  Graham Pittsburgh. 

Potomac. N,  B.  Prentice Washington  City. 

Rhode  Island Nelson  W.  Viall Howard. 

South  Dakota J.  A.  Pickler Faulkton. 

Tennessee Charles  W.  Biese Chattanooga. 

Texas J.  W.  Ayers Dallas. 

Utah    E.  W.  Tatlock Salt  Uke  City. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


294  THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL  ENCAMPMENT 

Vermont Seymour  H.  Wood St.  Albans. 

Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  James  E.  Fuller Norfolk. 

Washington  and  Alaska.  .H.  E.  Farnsworth Pomeroy,  Wash. 

West  Virginia W.  C.  Leonard Parkersburg. 

Wisconsin 0.  W.  Carlson Milwaukee. 

Comrade  Hedges,  of  New  York,  presented  the  following  as 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Instruction,  and  on 
motion  it  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  The  defense  of  the  Nation  is  dependent  on  levies  of  volun- 
teers; 

Whereas,  It  is  well  recognized  that  levies  of  untrained  men  aie  not 
effective  as  soldiers; 

Whereas,  The  Nation  may  be  confronted  with  a  condition  of  war  too 
rapidly  to  give  time  for  effective  training  to  such  volunteers  j 

Whereas,  The  National  Encampments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public have  repeatedly  declared  that  such  emergencies  should  be  provided 
for  by  giving  military  instruction  in  the  public  schools,  and  they  have  charged 
themselves  with  the  work  of  endeavoring  to  have  this  realized ; 

Whereas,  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  frequently  caused  to 
be  introduced,  into  both  Houses  of  Congress,  bills  to  authorize  the  details  of 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  to  give  military 
instruction  in  the  public  schools; 

Whereas,  Such  bills,  although  favorably  reported  on  by  the  committee 
to  which  they  have  been  referred,  have  heretofore  finally  failed  of  enactment; 

Whereas,  We  feel  that  our  recent  relations  with  foreign  nations  have 
emphasized  the  fact  that  there  is  a  spirit  prevailing  amongst  foreign  nations, 
antagonistic  to  us :  Be  it 

Resolved,  By  this  Thirty-fir&t  Annual  National  Encampment  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  That  we  must  be  measurably  prepared  for  war 
if  we  would  avoid  having  it  forced  upon  us. 

Reso'vedy  That  the  National  authorities  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public be  directed  to  cause  a  similar  bill  to  those  herein  mentioned  to  be  in- 
troduced at  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

Reaolved,  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  use  its  utmost  endeavor 
and  influence  to  cause  this  bill  to  be  brought  to  the  point  of  enactment,  and 

Resolved,  That  an  official  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  each  Sen- 
ator and  Representative  in  Congress,  with  a  request  that  they  give  their  in- 
fluence and  cordial,  active  support  to  this  measure  and  cause  it  to  be  enacted. 

I.  M.  HEDGES, 
ED.  KETCHUM, 
HENRY  S.  COHN, 

Commiitee. 
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Comrade  Allan,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  adopted  : 

Richmond,  Va.,  August  5,  1897. 

To  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y :  The  committee  appointed  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  under  General  Orders  issued  from  Headquarters,  to  investigate  and 
report  to  this  Encampment  in  regard  to  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  **  Fred- 
ericksburg National  Battlefield  Park  Association,"  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report: 

Your  committee  arranged  to  have  a  meeting  in  the  city  of  Fredericks- 
burg, commencing  on  the  27th  of  May,  1897,  and  to  devote  that  and  the 
succeeding  day  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  delegated  to  them,  so  that  upon 
Memorial  Day  its  different  members  might  take  part  in  the  exercises  at  the 
National  Cemetery,  which  were  advertised  to  be  held  under  the  auspices  of 
Phil  Kearney  Post  No.  10,  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  from 
Richmond,  Va. 

Your  committee  received  a  most  cordial  reception  on  the  evening  of 
their  arrival,  being  met  by  the  Hon.  Seymour  W.  White,  Mayor  of  Freder- 
icksburg, and  members  of  the  municipal  government,  who  in  turn  introduced 
the  members  of  your  committee  to  the  leading  citizens  of  the  place,  and 
their  ladies,  at  a  formal  reception  held  at  night.  Apart  from  the  pleasant 
social  features  of  this  reception,  it  impressed  the  committee  with  the  unani 
mity  of  sentiment  felt  by  the  people  of  the  locality  in  the  work  which  had 
been  delegated  to  the  committee  by  the  last  National  Encampment. 

On  the  28th  of  May,  your  committee,  under  an  escort  of  the  citizens, 
had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  most  important  points  proposed  to  be  pre- 
served under  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  Battlefield  Park  Association. 
After  an  early  breakfast,  they  proceeded  in  carriages  to  Salem  Church,  four 
miles ;  thence  to  Chancellorsville,  six  and  a  half  miles ;  from  there  to  the 
Bloody  Angle,  five  and  a  half  miles  j  and  thence  to  Spottsylvania  C.  H.,  two 
and  a  half  miles,  and  back  to  Fredericksburg,  twelve  miles.  On  the  following 
morning,  before  the  exercises  at  the  National  Cemetery,  a  visit  was  made  to 
the  other  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  in  Stafford  county,  where  other  points 
of  historic  interest,  including  the  **Lacy  House,"  were  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Your  committee  were  impressed  with  the  remarkable  state  of  preserva- 
tion of  the  various  lines  of  breastworks,  particularly  those  surrounding  the 
Bloody  Angle,  and  the  many  evidences  of  the  sanguinary  conflicts  which 
took  place  in  and  around  Fredericksburg  in  the  battles  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Union. 

Your  committee  paid  special  attention  to  investigating  the  origin  of  the 
Association  which  is  seeking  the  preservation,  as  a  National  park  or  parks, 
of  certain  battlefields  around  Fredericksburg,  and  the  restoration  of  historic 
land-marks  within  the  area  proposed  to  be  embraced  in  their  undertaking ; 
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and  withoQt  hesitancy  report  that  they  found  the  enterprise  to  be  abeolntely 
free  from  anyspecalative  feature,  and  to  have  been  bom,  fed,  and  fostered  by 
the  municipal  government  of  Fredericksburg  itself,  with  the  aid  and  co-opera- 
tion of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  locality,  who,  though  alire  to  the  advan- 
tagea  which  success  would  bring,  by  reason  of  the  continual  stream  of  Tisitors 
to  the  various  locations,  seem  to  be  equally  imbued  with  the  patriotic  desire 
of  preserving  for  thebene6t  of  fhtnre  generations  '*a  field  where  the  lessons 
of  patriotism  and  valor  displayed  in  the  late  war  can  be  always  studied.*' 

Your  committee  would  embody  as  part  of  their  report,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Encampment,  the  following  extract  from  a  pamphlet  publishd  bj 
the  Battlefield  Park  Association,  as  embodying  the  histories  which  would  be 
preserved  by  carryiug  out  the  designs  of  those  who  have  undertaken  the 
establishment  of  a  series  of  National  parks  along  the  route  covered  by  your 
committee's  investigation  and  travel. 

It  was  near  the  Falls  of  the  Rappahannock,  now  within  the  limits  of 
the  city  of  Fredericksburg,  that  Captain  John  Smith  anchored  his  little  ves- 
sel and  fought  the  Indians  in  1608,  and  performed  one  of  his  greatest 
exploits  on  this  continent 

Near  Fredericksburg  was  opened  the  first  iron  mine  ever  worked  in 
America,  from  the  products  of  which  were  made  the  cannon  balls  and  can- 
non that  served  the  sons  of  the  Revolution  in  their  battle  for  freedom.  Near 
this  city,  also,  Virginia's  famous  Governor,  Spottswood,  whose  name  is  still 
green  in  the  annals  of  America,  had  his  home.  Near  Fredericksburg,  also, 
George  Washington  was  bom,  and  in  that  city  spent  his  boyhood's  days  with 
his  mother,  growing  into  the  man  who  was  to  make  the  greatest  civil  and 
military  record  in  history.  From  that  historic  town  he  went  to  join  the 
army  under  Braddock  and  begin  the  career  that  made  him  the  foremost 
American  of  all  times.  It  was  in  that  city  that  his  mother  was  visited  by 
Lafayette,  and  other  famous  patriots  and  statesmen;  and  it  was  there  too, 
this  noble  woman  died  and  was  buried.  That  ve  nerable  city  appears,  there- 
fore, to  be  closely  connected  with  the  revolutionary  and  pre-revolutionary 
history  of  this  country. 

Fredericksburg  is  the  most  historic  spot  of  the  most  historic  state  in 
the  Union.  Almost  within  sight  of  its  towers  were  bora  some  of  the  fore- 
most and  greatest  men  of  the  country,  Washington,  Monroe,  Jefferson,  Mad- 
ison, and  Lee  were  all  from  the  section  of  the  country  in  which  that  city  and 
the  battlefields  named  are  situated.  In  Virginia  the  war  began  and  ended. 
In  later  years  Fredericksburg  was  the  gateway  of  the  Confederacy,  and 
through  its  portals  rolled  the  bloodiest  tide  of  battle  known  in  history.  Five 
of  the  most  important  encountei-s  between  the  great  armies  occurred  at  and 
near  that  place,  and  within  a  radius  of  twelve  miles  from  the  city,  more  of 
War's  terriWe  conflicts  are  recorded  than  have  been  known  on  any  area  of  the 
Hame  size  in  the  world.  On  these  fields  more  men  were  killed  in  battle  than 
Knglakid,  one  of  the  greatest  fighting  nations  on  the  earth,  has  lost  in  all  her 
wars  for  the  past  hundred  years.  The  battles  of  ** First  Fredericksburg," 
"*  Second    Fredericksburg,"   "Chancellorsville," -^^Spottsylvania    C.  H.," 
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"Salem  Chun*,'*  "The  Wilderness,"  and  "Todd's  Tavern,*'  present  a  war 
record  unparalleled  in  tragic  horrors.  The  actual  compass  of  the  six  battle- 
fields shown  on  the  military  map  was  only  about  ten  thousand  acres,  and  yet 
upon  that  small  area  nearly  five  hundred  thousand  men  were,  at  different 
times,  engaged  in  a  struggle  that  deluged  this  historic  spot  with  blood,  and 
probably  about  one  hundred  and  fifly  thousand  men  were  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing  in  these  memorable  conflicts.  The  soldiers  who  fought  on  these 
fields  came  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and,  unlike  the  history  of  other 
battlefields,  every  state.  North  and  South,  was  represented  in  these  terrific 
battles  by  valiant  sons  who  now  repose  in  honored  graves  in  the  beautiful 
National  Cemetery,  which  will  be  embraced  in  the  area  which  it  is  proposed 
to  immortalize  in  a  "  National  Park." 

It  is  not  proposed  by  the  association  to  ask  the  government,,  as  in  the 
cases  of  other  national  parks,  to  purchase  tens  of  thousands  of  acres  of  land, 
but  rather  to  link  together,  by  the  establishment  of  government  roads,  mak- 
ing them  of  easy  access,  the  six  or  seven  battle-fields  enumerated  in  this  re- 
port, and  the  purchase  of  comparatively  small  parcels  of  land  at  each  point, 
so  as  to  preserve  the  evidence  of  the  raging  tide  of  battle,  where  shot  and 
shell  the  fastest  flew;  where  face  to  face  the  American  soldier  breasted  the 
bristling  front  of  foeman's  steel,  and  stood  undaunted  beneath  the  fiery  hail 
of  the  dreadful  battle  storm,  where  now  vegetation  fattens  on  the  corruption 
of  humanity  and  verdure  grows  greener  on  the  damp  and  decay  of  the  fallen 
braves. 

The  general  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  those  interested  in  the 
proposed  movement  seemed  to  favor  the  purchase  by  the  government  of  a 
reservation  of  forty  to  fifty  acres  of  land  on  each  one  of  the  several  battle- 
fields, together  with  the  acquisition  of  the  existing  lines  of  breastworks  and 
fortifications,  to  the  end  that  these  be  restored  as  far  as  possible  to  their 
original  condition  and  the  lines  preserved  intact ;  and  that  these  reservations 
and  points  of  interest  be  connected,  or  made  of  easy  access  by  constructing 
and  maintaining  such  macadamized  roads  as  may  be  necessary  to  stretch 
from  one  to  the  other, — to  be  constructed  as  far  as  possible  on  the  existing 
county  roads  over  which  the  great  armies  moved  to  the  memorable  conflicts. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  roads  necessary  to  embrace  the  ground  in  contempla- 
tion would  be  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  miles  in  length,  and  that  the  total  quan- 
tity of  land  necessary  or  desirable  to  be  acquired  would  not  exceed  2,500 
acres. 

Your  committee  were  thoroughly  satisfied  that  the  movement  was  en- 
tirely free  from  danger  of  exorbitant  prices  and  demands  for  the  different 
parcels  of  land  which  would  become  the  objects  of  interest  to  the  govern- 
ment in  the  event  of  a  favorable  consideration  and  conclusion  of  the  plans 
of  the  association ;  that  the  lands  are  held  by  the  original  owners,  and  that 
no  options  have  been  given  or  any  speculative  values  placed  upon  the  prop- 
erty, but,  on  the  contrary,  that  purchases  in  every  instance  could  be  made 
from  the  owners  upon  most  reasonable  terms,  at  prices  very  little  in  advance 
of  the  present  market  value  per  acre  of  the  entire  plantations  of  which  they 
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form  parts.  Further  than  this,  your  committee  were  assured  that  in  the  event 
of  any  one  of  the  land-owners  obstructing  the  proposed  movement  by  fixing  a 
fictitious  or  exorbitant  valuation  on  such  of  his  land  as  may  be  desired  for 
the  purpose,  the  legislature  of  the  state  would  authorize  condemnation  pro- 
ceedings to  meet  the  special  exigency,  while  both  the  state,  municipal,  and 
county  authorities  will  take  all  the  necessary  steps  for  securing  absolute  and 
complete  sovernignty  and  jurisdiction  to  the  United  States  over  all  the  prop- 
erty brought  within  the  scope  of  these  operations. 

These  matters  of  detail  may  not  have  been  strictly  within  the  purview 
of  the  work  delegated  to  your  committee,  but  such  as  would  more  properly 
receive  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  government  in  the  event  of  its  consid- 
ering and  entering  into  the  plans  of  the  association;  but  we  felt  that  as  a 
matter  of  interesting  information  it  would  be  well  to  carry  the  investigation 
thus  far  and  report  fully  our  information  and  conclusion. 

In  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  and  as  a  result  of  the  investigation 
made  by  them,  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
whose  members  contributed  by  their  heroism  and  valor  to  connect  their  names 
and  lives  with  the  locality  already  famed  in  history  as  the  boyhood  home  of 
Washington,  the  grave  of  Mary,  his  mother;  the  house  in  which  Monroe  lived; 
the  historical  "Lacy  House,"  often  visited  by  George  Washington;  where 
General  Burnside  had  his  headquarters;  and  where  President  Lincoln  so- 
journed when  he  reviewed  the  army  of  the  Potomac;  the  Marye  House  and 
Heights,  where  T.  F.  Meagher's  Irish  Brigade  immortalized  itself  in  Ameri- 
can history,  should  not  only  lend  its  influence  and  its  name  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  scenes  and  places  so  sacred  and  dear  to  our  organization,  but  should 
also  direct  the  attention  of  the  government  of  our  country  to  the  opportuni- 
ties presented  in  the  plans  of  the  Fredericksburg  Battlefi  Id  Park  Associa- 
tion, to  the  end  that  the  scenes  and  memories  connected  alike  with  the  birth 
of  the  Republic  and  the  war  which  prevented  it  from  being  rent  asunder, 
may  be  preserved  to  coming  generations  as  lasting  memorials  to  the  honor  of 
the  architects,  builders,  and  preservers  of  this  *'Land  of  the  Free  and  Home 
of  the  Brave." 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  recommend  to  the  Thirty-first  National 
Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  First — ^That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  views  with  favor 
the  movement  inaugurated  in  the  city  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  battlefield  parks, 'in  commemoration  of  the  patriotism  and 
valor  of  the  American  soldiers  engaged  in  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union. 

Resolved,  Second — ^That  we  commend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  national  government  the 
opportunities  presented  for  obtaining  control  6f  these  object  lessons  to  oar 
posterity. 

Resolved,  Third — ^That  a  committee  of  seven  members  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Repubic  be  appointed  by  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief, 
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for  the  purpose  of  co-operation  in  furthering  the  plana  proposed  for  the 
preservation  of  the  historic  battlefields  around  the  city  of  Fredericksburg, 
Virginia;  provided  that  said  committee  shall  act  without  any  cost  or  expense 
to  the  National  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submittted. 

EDGAR  ALLAN,  Chaii^nun, 
HENRY  E.  TAINTOR, 
DANL.  R.  BALLOU, 
ALBERT  E.  SHOLES, 

Commute. 

The  committoe  on  the  report  of  the  Adjutant-( General  pre- 
sented the  following,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Adjutant- Gen- 
eral, having  carefully  considered  the  subjects  presented  and  the  recommen- 
dations suggested,  submit  the  following: 

The  report  and  the  service  known  to  each  Department  to  have  been 
rendered,  evidence  the  faithful  and  efficient  service  of  the  Adjutant-General 
in  the  work  devolving  upon  him. 

Your  committee  do  not  see  that  they  can  touch  upon  the  several  recom- 
mendations of  the  Adjutant-General,  affecting  changes  in  the  Rules  and 
Regulations,  as  the  Rules  already  provide  a  plan  whereby  amendments  may 
be  made,  and  no  suggestion  of  the  committee  would  therefore  be  of  any  effect 
in  making  a  change  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

C.  V.  R.  POND, 
H.  0  MOORE, 
J.  K.  MERTZ, 
C.  A.  PARTRIDGE, 
WM.  N.  EATON, 

Committee. 

The  committee  on  the  report  of  the  Surgeon-General  pre- 
sented the  following  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted : 

BuFrALO,  August  27,  1897. 
The  committee  on  the  Surgeon-General's  report  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  they  approve  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  of  the  Surgeon-Gen- 
eral, and  request  that  they  be  acted  upon  favorably. 

WILMAN  W.  BLACKMAR,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  W.  KEETING, 
E.  C.  GEAREY, 


Committee. 


The  Conimander-in-Chief  resumed  the  chair. 
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Comrade  Ehrhardt,  of  Nebraska,  presented  the  following 
report^  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted : 

To  the  Comtnander 'in- Chief,  Officers  and  Members  SJst  Session  of  the 
National  Encampment  of  the  G.  A.  R.:  We,  your  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  reports  of  the  Senior  Vice-Gommander-in-Chief,  and  Juoior 
Vice-Commander-in-Chief|  would  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  us,  and  ader  carefully  examining  the  reports  find  that  the 
officers  have  so  well  performed  the  duties  of  their  office  that  they  have  left 
nothing  for  the  committee  to  do  but  to  recommend  the  approval  of  their  acts. 
We,  therefore,  recommend  that  their  reports  be  approved  and  adopted. 

JOHN  A.  EHBHARDT, 
ERASTU8  W.  JEWETT, 
PHIL.  SCHALLER, 
GEORGE  B.  RANDOLPH, 

CommiUee. 

Comrade  Vanderslioe,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted: 

Phiiju)elphia,  Pa.,  August  20,  1897. 
To  the  National  Encampment,  Qrani  Army  of  the  RepubUc:  At  the 
last  Encampment,  Comrade  Ell  Torrence  of  Minnesota  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  adopted  and  later  referred  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  the  undersigned  committee : 

'*  Whereas,  The  earlier  history  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  of 
special  interest  and  increasing  value  to  the  surviving  members  of  the  oider, 
and  the  proceedings  of  many  of  the  earlier  National  Encampments  cannot  be 
procured  for  the  reason  that  the  copies  published  were  limited  in  number  and 
are  now  out  of  print :  Therefore, 

**  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  a|)pointed  by  the  incoming 
Commander-in-Chief,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inauire  into  the  necessity  and 
extent  of  tbe  publication  of  the  earlier  records  of  the  National  Encampments, 
including  general  orders,  and  ascertain  the  cost  of  republication. 

**  Mesolved  further.  That  if  this  sum  shall  be  deemed  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  Council  of  Administration  too  large  to  be  borne  by  the  National 
Encampment,  that  they  mapr,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
and  Council  of  Administration,  arrange  for  publication  thereof  by  subscrip- 
tion at  the  net  cost  of  publishing  and  delivering  the  same.'' 

The  committee,  while  agreeing  that  **  the  early  history  of  the  order  is  of 
special  interest  and  increasing  value  to  the  surviving  members,''  are  not  con- 
vinced that  there  is  a  suflScient  demand  for  a  republication  of  the  journals  of 
the  National  Encampment  to  warrant  the  large  expenditure  which  would  be 
required  for  that  purpose. 

This,  however,  can  only  be  demonstrated  through  a  proper  effort  to  as- 
certain the  wishes  of  members,  and  that  effort  we  believe  should  be  now 
made.  Before  this  work  is  undertaken  there  should,  however,  be  an  expres- 
sion of  the  judgment  of  the  National  Encampment  as  to  the  ground  which  such 
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republication  should  cover.  The  Journals  of  the  earlier  Encampments  ex- 
cluded the  debates  and  cover  only  the  actions  of  the  Encampments.  Prior 
to  1881  the  Journals  did  not  contain  the  General  Orders  issued.  In  that  year 
Commander-in-Chief  Wagner  included  the  current  general  orders  with  the 
journal,  which  has  since  been  the  practice.  While  it  would  be  impossible  to 
procure  all  the  General  Orders  issued  of  the  first  administration,  there  are  prac- 
tically full  sets  obtainable  from  1868,  and  these  should  be  printed,  excluding, 
we  would  suggest,  purely  routine  matters  of  the  moment,  such  as  railroad 
arrangements  for  Encampments  and  other  minor  details  which  could  be 
wisely  omitted.  Rejections  of  applicants  were  reported  in  the  early  years, 
juid  these,  with  all  discharges  by  court-martial,  should  certainly  not  be  re- 
printed. To  reprint  all  the  Journals  with  General  Orders  to  date  would  require 
say  ten  volumes,  and  we  may  for  present  purposes  roughly  estimate  the  cost 
at  one  dollar  per  volume,  say  $10  for  the  set,  dependent,  of  course,  on  the 
number  of  copies  required.  There  are  several  hundred  copies  of  Journals  of 
recent  years  now  on  hand  which  are  issued  by  the  custodian  when  called  for 
to  make  up  sets,  and  a  number  of  such  calls  have  been  lately  received  from 
public  libraries,  but  these  copies  would  be  of  no  service  in  estimating  for 
a  republication,  as  the  work  should  be  uniform  and  brought  down  to  date,  and 
hereafter  the  Journals  of  Encampments  should  be  made  to  correspond. 

The  cost  can  be  largely  reduced  by  omitting  all  debates,  and  purely 
formal  or  routine  motions,  and,  in  the  roll  of  the  Encampments  print  by  De- 
partments the  names  (without  address)  of  members  present  only,  in  running 
lines  and  not  in  columns,  thus  saving  considerable  space. 

The  debates  are  now  printed  in  the  Journals  because  they  are  of  present 
interest  in  showing  how  various  important  questions  were  viewed  by  members, 
but  they  would  be  of  no  such  service  in  this  republication.  Their  omission 
would  not  really  deprive  any  one  desirous  of  viewing  the  debates,  as  from 
eight  to  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  Journals  for  some  years  back  have  been 
printed,  and  are  now  and  will  be  for  years  to  come  available  for  any  purpose. 

We  are  quite  certain  that  in  the  liberal  printing  of  the  recent  Journals 
the  National  Encampment  has  done  all  that  it  should  do,  and  that  republica- 
tion should  be  only  at  the  cost  of  those  desirous  to  have  personal  copies  and 
are  willing  to  pay  for  them. 

Any  estimate  of  the  cost  without  closer  figuring  on  the  number  of  pages 
covered,  at  this  time  can  be  but  a  guess,  but  we  assume  as  a  fair  proposition, 
on  the  lines  above  suggested,  that  the  work  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  sub- 
scribers at  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  set.  That  figure  could  be  assumed 
as  a  starting  point,  subscribers  being  assured  that  if  the  number  should  be  so 
small  as  to  make  the  work  much  more  expensive,  it  would  be  abandoned, 
while  if  the  list  is  larger,  the  subscribers  would  have  a  corresponding  reduc- 
tion in  the  cost. 

For  the  purpose  of  dieting  the  opinion  of  members  of  the  Encampment, 
and  to  prove  whether  tlyere  is  a  defire  f^^have  the  Journals  reprinted,  we 
offer  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  I.    That  the  Journals  of  the  National  Encampment,  with  the* 
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General  Orders  for  each  year,  shall  be  republished,  provided  a  sufficient 
number  of  subscribers  can  be  had  to  defray  the  actual  cost,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  in  General  Orders  state  the  purpose  and 
invite  subscriptions  through  the  respective  Departments. 

II.  The  plan  to  be  pursued  shall  be  as  follows: 

All  debates  shall  Jbe  eliminated  and  the  text  confined  to  the  action  of 
the  National  Encampment  on  all. matters  submitted.  Lengthy  communica- 
tions not  adopted  shall  not  be  printed  in  full,  but  a  brief  reference  shall  be 
made  thereto.  Reports  of  officers  and  of  all  committees  shall  be  printed  in 
full,  except  that  the  tabular  statistics  given  in  the  Inspector  GeneraFs  report 
shall  be  omitted.  The  roll  of  officers  and  members  shall  contain  the  name 
of  representatives  present  only,  including  alternates  who  served  as  represent- 
atives. The  representatives  noted  as  present  shall  be  arranged  by  Depart- 
ments in  alphabetical  order  in  running  lines,  and  not  in  columns. 

III.  The  Commander-in-Chief,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  National 
Council  of  Administration,  shall  arrange  for  the  preparation  of  the  work 
upon  the  above  general  plans,  deciding  as  he  may  judge  best  on  all  other  de- 
tails in  reference  to  the  work,  and  when  the  manuscript  is  prepared,  procure 
estimates  for  the  printing  and  binding  in  substantial  style  from  first  clasft 
printing  establishments  accustomed  to  book  work,  awarding  the  same  to  the 
lowest  responsible  bidder.  The  charge  will  include  expenses  for  collation 
and  delivery  to  subscribers. 

IV.  The  National  Encampment  shall  subscribe  for  500  copies,  which 
shall  be  retained  to  meet  future  calls,  and  to  be  sold  at  cost.  Public  libraries 
throughout  the  country  shall  be  notified  of. the  project  and  be  given  the 
option  of  subscribing  on  the  same  general  terms. 

ROBT.  B.  BEATH, 
JNO.  M.  VANDERSLICE, 
J.  H.  HOLCOMB, 

Comniifiee. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  Robert  B.  Beath,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, presented  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
requisite  vote : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES,  REGULATIONS, 
AND  RITUAL. 
To  the  National  Eiirampment :  Your  Committee  on  Rules,  Regulations, 
and  Ritual  express  their  gratification  at  the  small  number  of  propositions 
presented,  proposing  amendments  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations.  This,  we 
believe,  is  due  in  large  part  to  the  requirement  that  all  amendments  must 
first  receive  the  approval  of  a  Department  Encampment  before  being  pre- 
sented to  the  National  Encampment.  This  is  a  wise  rule.  The  question  now 
arises,  should  it  not  be  applied  to  similar  recommendations  made  in  the  re- 
ports of  National  Officers?    It  is  undoubtedly  a  fact  that  inattention  to  this 
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rule  has  been  productive  of  confusion,  and  that  in  one  instance  conflicting^ 
reports  were  made  from  two  separate  committees  reporting  on  the  same  point. 
The  experience  of  our  officers  is  of  gi-eat  value,  yet  we  believe,  excepting 
upon  such  points  as  might  be  unanimiously  agreed  to,  the  rule  of  pre^'ious 
publication,  at  least  so  that  each  member  may  huve  timely  notice  of  such  pro- 
posed change?,  should  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

The  Adjutant- General  makes  a  recommendation,  for  which  he  gives 
reasons,  to  require  annual  instead  of  semi-annual  returns. 

The  Judge-Advocate-General  makes  a  recommendation  to  enlarge  the 
clause  on  e'^gibility  to  membership  so  that  men  who  were  in  the  Confederate 
service,  but  deserted  and  afterwards  entered  thii  Union  Army,  maybe  eligible 
to  membership. 

AH  these  propositions  strike  us  favorably,  but  we  deem  it  right  not 
to  waive  the  rule  prescribed  for  these  or  any  other  amendments  not  pre- 
viously published.  They  can  be  duly  presented  hereafter.  We  confine  our- 
selves then  to  the  proposed  amendments  as  published  in  General  Orders  No. 
9,  dated.  Headquarters,  July  22,  1897,  and  on  which  we  report  as  follows : 

I.  The  Department  of  Maseachussetts  offers  an  admendment  to  sec- 
tion 4,  article  II,  chapter  2.     The  paragraph  affected  reads: 

**If  on  a  count  of  the  balls  deposited,  it  appear  that  not  more  than 
twenty  are  cast,  and  two  or  more  of  them  are  black,  the  candidate  shall  be 
declared  rejected:  but  if  more  than  twenty  are  cast,  then  an  additional  black 
ball  for  every  adaitional  twenty  shall  be  necessary  to  reject." 

The  proposition  is  to  strike  out  the  second  clause  and  insert:  **one  ad- 
ditional black  ball  for  every  ten  balls  deposited  shall  be  necessary  to  reject.'- 
The  section  will  then  read: 

**After  the  reading  of  the  report  the  Commander  shall  give  opportunity 
to  any  comrade  having  objections  to  the  election  of  the  applicant  to  state  the 
same,  af^er  which  a  ballot  with  ball  ballots  shall  be  had.  One  black  ball  for 
every  ten  balls  deposited  shall  be  necessary  to  reject.  If  a  less  number  of 
blacK  balls  than  above  provided  be  cast,  the  candidate  shall  be  declared 
elected,"  etc. 

In  view  of  the  reduced  membership  in  so  many  Posts  we  believe  the 
change  to  be  a  good  one  and  recommend  its  adoption. 

II.  The  Department  of  Connecticut  presents  a  proposition  to  change  the 
article  on  Eligibility  to  Membership  by  adding  to  the  clause,  *'  No  person 
shall  be  eligible  to  membership  who  has  at  any  time  borne  arms  against  the 
United  States,"  but  service  previous  to  May  1st,  1861,  in  the  militia  of  any 
seceding  state,  and  without  having  taken  an  onth  of  allegiance  to  the  so- 
called  Confederate  States,  shall  not  be  regarded  as  having  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States."  The  case  upon  which  this  action  is  based  presents  the 
facts  cited  in  the  Judge-Advocate-General's  report,  Case  No.  4.  This  man 
as  a  member  of  a  militia  company  was  called  on  for  garrison  duty  for  South 
Carolina,  but  immediately  after  he  came  north,  enlisted  in  the  Union  Army 
and  served  with  credit,  being  honorably  mustered  out  after  the  rebellion  had 
closed.     There  may  be  a  number  of  cases  equally  mci  itoi  ious,  but  we  cannot 
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recommend  a  change  of  this  important  article  of  an  organic  law  to  meet  anj 
such  cases  and  we  mast  therefore  report  against  the  adoption  of  the  pro- 
position. 

ni.  The  same  Department  asks  to  have  the  titles  of  the  Assistant- 
Adjutant- General  and  Assiatant-Quartermaster-General  of  Departments 
changed  to  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General.  This  would  in- 
volve numerous  changes  in  the  Rules  and  in  all  the  blanks.  We  can  see  no 
reason  for  it  and  report  (idversdy. 

IV.  The  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Inspector-General,  proposes  a  change  of  dates  for  inspection  under  article 
V,  chapter  V,  and  also  on  forms  of  reports  which  we  think  are  desirable. 
Wc  therefore  recommend  that  the  first  section  be  changed  to  read  as  follows  : 

ARTICLE  V. 

INSPECTION. 

Section  1.  An  annual  inspection  of  each  Post  shall  be  made  between 
September  1st  and  December  Slst  by  the  Assistant  Inspector,  Department 
Omcer,  or  other  comrade  assigned  to  such  duty,  the  report  of  the  same  to  be 
made  to  the  Inspector  of  the  Department  witliio  thirty  days  after  the  inspec- 
tion. 

Such  additional  inspection  shall  be  made  as  the  Commander  may  deem 
nece.s8ary,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Inspector,  or  when  directed  by  the 
Inspector-General. 

The  Inspector  shall  consolidate  the  reports  of  his  assistants  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Commander,  and  shall  furnish  a  summary  of  such  reports 
to  the  Inspector- General,  within  thirty  days  aAer  the  completion  of  the  in- 
spection or  their  several  Departments. 

The  matter  of  blanks  is  practically  within  the  control  of  the  Inspector- 
General  but  the  above  change  simplifies  the  instructions  and  will  be  a  con- 
siderable saving  in  work  and  blanks. 

The  same  Department  proposes  that  the  service-strap  of  the  Assistant- 
Inspector-General  on  the  Commander-in-Chief's  staff  be  a  silver  eagle,  the 
same  as  for  the  Aides.  Their  duties  are  somewhat  similar,  and  the  change 
may  as  well  be  made,  as  the  expenses  are  borne  by  the  recipients  of  these 
honors.     We  recommend  its  adoption. 

VI.  The  same  Department  also  proposes  an  amendment  to  section  1, 
article  3,  chapter  5,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso:  "Provided  that 
Posts  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  a  per  capita  tax  on  all  comrades 
who  are  exonerated,  on  account  of  actual  inability,  from  the  payment  of 
annual  dues  by  their  respective  Posts,  and  the  number  of  members  so  exon- 
erated shall  be  stated  in  the  returns  of  the  Post  Commanders  to  Department 
Headquarters,  required  by  chapter  5,  article  2,  section  1,  of  the  Rules  and 
Regulations.''  This  proposition  was  before  the  Encampment  last  year.  It 
was  there  argued  that  while  at  the  first  reading  the  proposition  seemed  &ir  to 
exempt  Posts  from  dues  to  their  Department  on  members  whose  does  had 
been  remitted  for  cause,  as  provided  in  the  Rules,  yet  Posts  would  bo  tempted 
to  excuse  too  large  a  proportion  of  their  membership,  which  would  undoubt- 
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«dly  be  a  heavy  burden  on  comrades  often  not  much  better  able  to  pay  does 
than  those  released.  A  great  deal  of  charity  is  now  properly  used  in  relieving 
members  of  dues  when  they  show  a  desire  to  remain  and  dMU*e  in  the  work 
of  the  Order,  and  we  think  it  desirable  that  the  hiws  on  this  subject  remain  as 
at  present  until  a  greater  necessity  be  shown  for  such  change.  In  fact,  addi- 
tional taxes  on  those  who  remain  in  good  standing,  even  for  such  a  good 
purpose,  might  in  itself  drive  many  members  away.  We  therefore  report 
<uiversely, 

YII.  In  the  matter  of  the  request  presented  by  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Department  of  Michigan,  to  permit  the  name  of  Comrade 
Bussell  A.  Alger  to  he  placed  upon  the  Department  Roster  as  Past  Deparf- 
ment  Commander: — The  committee  have  in  their  possession  documents  and 
conclusive  evidence  which  have  only  been  found  since  the  acj^oumment  of  the 
,Iast  Department  Encampment.  These  documents  and  evidence  show  that  at 
the  time  of  the  revival  or  reorganization  of  the  Department  of  Michigan,  by 
some  oversight  or  omission  the  name  ot  Comrade  Alger,  the  first  Department 
Commander,  was  not  f»laced  on  the  Roster  as  Past  Department  Commander, 
although  other  names  were  so  placed.  Under  our  Rule  adopted  at  Denver, 
the  Department  of  Mich  gan  must  take  action  in  the  matter  before  the  name 
of  Comrade  Alger  can  be  placed  on  its  Roster.  We  therefore  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Rfisolved,  That  the  Department  of  Michigan  is  hereby  authorized  to 
place  the  name  of  Comrade  Russell  A.  Alger  on  its  Roster  of  Past  Depart- 
ment Commanders— if,  after  consideration  of  the  facts*  it  shall  so  desire. 

ROBT.  B.  BEATH, 
T.  C.  MASTELLER, 
R.  M.  SMOCK, 
H.  M.  NEVIUS, 
ROBT.  W.  HIIJ.. 

Committee. 

Comrade  Leo  Raisseur,  of  Missouri,  presented  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  adopted: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  JUDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL'S 

REPORT. 

Commanier-in- Chief  and  Comrades  of  tlie  Thirty -first  National  En- 
campment: The  undersigned,  your  committee  on  the  Judge- Advocate  Gen- 
eral's report,  beg  leave  to  submit  that  they  have  carefully  considered  the 
same  and  make  the  following  recommendations,  to- wit: 

I. 
Believing  that  the  use  of  the  G.  A.  R.  insignia  for  advertising  purposes 
or  to  assist  imposture  in  soliciting  charity  is  an  abuse  which  should  be  pre- 
vented, as  far  as  possible,  by  legislative  enactment,  wherever  such  legislation 
has  not  already  been  procured,  we  recommend  for  adoption  the  resolution 
20 
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prepared  and  submitted  on  that  subject  by  the  Judge-Advocate-Qeneral  uk 
follows,  viz. : 

"'ResiAced^  That  the  officers  of  the  several  Departments  are  advised  to 
endeavor  to  procure  the  enactment  of  laws  by  the  states  and  territories 
within  their  jurisdiction,  to  prevent  the  use  of  Grand  Army  insignia  for  ad- 
vertising or  other  business  purposes,  as  well  as  to  prevent  imposture  in  solic- 
iting charity." 

II. 
Regarding  the  .syllabi,  oj)inion,  and  conclusions  prepared  and  arrived  at 
by  the  Judge-Advocate-General  in  the  cases  submitted  to  him  during  his  term 
of  office,  which  form  a  part  of  his  report,  we  recommend  as  follows,  viz. : 

1.  Amend  syllabus  of  Case  No.  1,  so  that  the  part  thereof  which  re- 
fers to  the  effect  of  the  making  of  an  apology  for  a  wrong  done,  may  read  as 
follows,  to-wit : 

"Apology  for  an  offense  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  court,  which  shall  pass 
upon  its  sufficiency  as  a  defense  or  excuse.*' 

As  reason  for  this  amendment,  we  submit  that  the  language  used  on 
that  subject  in  the  report  admits  of  the  inference  that  an  apolog)',  when 
made  before  trial,  will  constitute  a  defense  to  any  charges  that  may  be  pre- 
ferred. A  great  many  offenses  are  of  such  a  character  that  no  apology  can 
condone  or  excuse  the  same,  and  hence  the  use  of  language  admittiug^  of  that 
construction  or  of  such  an  inference  might  mislead  the  comrades.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  your  committee  leaves  the  consideration  of  the 
sufficiency  of  an  apology  in  any  case  with  the  court  where  it  properly  belongs. 

Your  committee  fully  and  heartily  concurs  in  the  remainder  of  the 
syllabus  and  in  the  result  or  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  Judge- Advocate - 
General  in  this  case  and  therefore  recommends  approval  thereof 

2.  Your  committee  regrets  its  inabilty  to  agree  with  the  conclusion 
arrived  at  b}'  the  Judge- Ailvocate-General  in  Case  No.  2,  in  thq,  learned 
opinion  prepared  by  him  upon  the  facts  therein  set  forth. 

The  question  presented  by  this  case  is  simply  the  following;  Is  a  man 
who  was  drafted  for  service  in  the  U.  S.  Army  during  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion while  in  the  employ  of  the  War  Department  of  the  Government  as  a 
civilian,  who  by  the  order  of  the  War  Department  continued  in  such  service 
as  a  civilian  and  drew  ])ay  as  such  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  who  merely 
presents  a  certificate  of  discharge  us  a  private,  signed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  but  who  was  never  examined  by  the  Medical  Department  as  to  his 
physical  Htness  for  service,  never  mustered  into  the  service,  never  rendered  any 
service  as  a  soldier,  and  never  paid  as  a  soldier,  eligible  to  membership  in 
the  G.  A.  R.?  We  believe  that  the  proper  answer  to  the  question  stated 
should  be  in  the  negative.  The  Grand  Army  is  an  association  of  soldiers 
and  sailor.^  as  its  preamble  clearly  shows.  Service  as  a  civilian  in  the  War 
Department  during  the  War,  however  patriotic  or  valuable,  does  not  consti- 
tute a  soldier.  An  erroneously  issued  ceiiificate  of  discharge  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  without  a. proper  foundation  upon  which  to  base  the  same, 
does  not  make  a  soldier,  notwithstanding  the  I'act  that  the  War  Department 
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had  charge  of  our  civil  war.  Knlistinent  or  draft  did  nut  nmko  soldiers,  as  ia 
satisfactorily  shown  by  the  well  kuowti  facts  that  thoiisniidH  of  men  who  were 
enlisted  or  drafted  did  not  become  8oldiei*8  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  medical 
examination  of  the  same  disclosed  that  they  were  physically  unfit  for  the 
duties  of  a  soldier.  It  may  even  be  conceded  that  a  man  may  have  been  "a 
soldier  without  a  muster,'*  but  such  hm*  never,  as  far  as  we  know,  been  held 
to  be  the  case  except  where  it  clearly  appcnrs  that  the  man  actually  rendered 
the  service  of  a  soldier.  In  the  case  bclore  the  EucHmpment,  the  applicant 
for  membership  only  rendered  the  service  of  »  civilian,  and  continued  in  such 
service  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He  was  never  sworn  to  .serve  his  count rj'  as 
a  soldier  is  by  law  required  to  do.  When  he  was  drafted  lor  the  service,  he 
might  have  elected  to  submit  to  u  medical  examination,  to  be  sworn  to  serve 
his  country  as  a  soldier  (or  to  l>e  mustered  into  such  service,  as  it  is  called  in 
military  parlance),  and  then  to  have  himself  detailed  to  do  the  work  for  a 
soldier's  pay  theretofore  performed  by  him  as  a  civilian.  He  saw  fit  to  serve 
as  a  civilian  for  a  civilian's  pay  without  a.ssumiug  the  obligations  of  a  .soldier, 
and  having  thus  made  his  choice  of  a  civilian's  duty,  and  merely  performed 
the  same,  he  ought  not  now  to  be  admitted  to  membeiNhip  in  an  association 
of  soldiers  and  sailors  and  share  the  honor  attached  thereto. 

This  organization,  pursuant  to  the  opinion  of  .ludge-Advocate-General 
Carnahan,  rendered  July  31,  1882,  denied  admission  to  its  ranks  to  an  jippli-, 
cant  who  enlisted  and  actually  served  as  a  drummer  boy  with  his  company  in 
battle  because  he  was  not  mnstere<l  into  the  service.  Following  that  prece- 
dent, and  concuiTing  in  the  opinion  of  Judge-Advocatc-Oenei-al  Tiinner,  ren- 
dered February  20,  1898,  which  was  duly  approved  by  our  organization,  that 
*' muster  in  and  muster  out  in  an  honorable  manner  seeuj  to  me  to  be  recpii- 
sites  to  membership  which  we  .should  not  lightly  lay  aside,*'  we  feel  eonipellcil 
to  recommend  that  the  syllabus  and  opinion  in  ca.se  Xo.  2  be  disapproved 
and  the  applicant  denied  admission  to  our  order. 

8.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  recommend  that  the  s\llabi  and  opinions  in  cases 
Nos.  8  and  4  be  approved  together  with  the  conclusion^  therein  set  forth. 

4.  Your  committee  are  unable  to  agree  with  the  Judge- Advocate- Gen- 
eral in  his  construction  of  that  part  of  section  4,  of  article  IV,  of  chapter  5, 
appearing  in  case  No.  •">,  which  requires  from  a  dropped  member  who  is  rein- 
stated by  a  Post  other  than  the  one  from  which  he  was  dro]>ped,  the  i)ayment 
of  "such  additional  fee  as  may  be  apreed  upon,  not  exceeding  the  amount 
charged  upon  application  for  membershi])  by  transfer.''  If  it  were  not  for 
the  appearance  of  the  phrase  "  as  may  be  agreed  uj>on  ■'  in  the  above qiiote<l 
part  of  that  section,  we  might  possibly  be  able  to  subscribe  to  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  the  report.  The  maximum  of  additional  lee  ha-*  been  clearly 
fixed  by  the  language  u.'-ed  in  the  section,  as  b'-ing  the  amount  required  as  a 
ti-ansler  fee.  The  minimum  is  left  without  any  limitation  whatever  and  is  to 
be  ascertained  or  fixed  by  agreement  between  the  Post  and  the  member  to  bo 
reinstated.  If  the  National  Encampment  had  deemed  it  proper  to  fix  a  min- 
imum limit,  it  could  easily  have  done  so  by  the  u.se  of  appropriate  language 
to  that  efl'ect.     In  order  to  uphold  the  contention  or  decision  of  the  report 
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on  this  point,  it  is  necessary,  by  construction  merely,  to  interpolate  in  the  rules 
words  which  were  discarded  by  the  Encampment  which  amended  the  same 
and  adopted  the  rule  as  it  now  stands.  We  cannot  approve  legislation  by 
construction  in  our  Ordti^  The  clearly  expressed  intent  of  the  framers  of 
the  rules  was  to  leave  the  amount  of  the  additional  fee  to  be  paid  to  be  agreed 
upon  betwe'  n  the  dropped  ipember  and  the  reinstating  Post,  and  Louis 
Blenker  Post  No  876,  having  agreed  to  accept  five  cents  per  member  as 
such  additional  fee,  the  payment  of  same  by  the  dropped  members  will  com- 
ply with  the  rule  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  decision  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate- General  on  this  point  be  disapproved. 

An  appeal  from  Louis  Blenker  Post  from  the  decision  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate- General  regarding  the  amount  to  be  forwarded  by  the  reinstating 
Post  to  the  Post  of  which  the  dropped  comrade  was  formerly  a  member,  has 
been  placed  before  us  for  our  consideration.  The  report  or  decision  on  this 
point  satisfactorily  arrives  at  the  conclusion  that  the  reinstating  Post  must 
forward  to  the  original  Post,  by  which  the  member  was  dropped,  the  amount 
of  one  year's  dues  of  such  original  Post  Whatever  the  amount  of  such  dues 
may  be,  must  determine  the  amount  which  the  original  Post  may  insist  upon. 
The  language  of  the  rule  has  been  construed  to  that  effect  in  Judge- Advocate- 
General  Darte's  report  in  1896,  and  hence  we  recommend  that  the  deci  ion 
of  the  Judge-Advocate-General  on  this  point  be  approved  and  that  the  ap- 
peal of  Louis  Blenker  Post  No.  876,  of  Illinois,  be  dismissed. 

6.  We  also  take  pleasure  in  recommending  that  the  syllabi  and  opinions 
in  Cases  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  be  approved. 

6.  We  recommend,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  syllabus  of  Case  No. 
11  clearer,  and  so  that  it  may  accord  with  the  opinion  and  facts,  striking  out 
the  sentence  **Divi8lon  does  not  excuse"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  **Both 
are  equally  guilty";  also  recommend  that  the  sentence  following  the  above 
quotation  be  modified  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  to- wit: 

**The  admission  as  evidence  of  a  letter  from  a  PoH  Adjutant  stating  an 
act  of  his  Post  instead  of  requiring  a  certified  copy  of  the  record,  though 
error,  is  not  fatal  when  the  evidence  is  brought  out  by  questions  asked  by  the 
complaining  party." 

The  above  amendment  accords  with  the  spirit  of  the  opinion  and  is 
based  on  the  facts  of  the  ca-se  as  set  forth  in  the  same,  and  hence  is  recom- 
mended for  adoption. 

Also  amend  the  first  paragraph  of  the  syllabus  of  Case  No.  11  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  **  conviction  by  a  vote  of  6  to  2  "  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  ** judgment,"  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  said  that  the  prin- 
ciple set  forth  is  dependent  upon  the  number  of  votes  by  which  the  result 
was  8ecur<  d,  and  in  order  that  the  principle  may  be  applicable  to  a  judgment 
of  acquittal  as  well  as  one  of  conviction. 

The  remainder  of  the  syllabus  and  opinion,  as  well  as  the  conclusion  ar- 
rived at  by  the  Judge-Advocate-General,  is  recommended  for  approval. 

The  committee  having  carefully  considered  the  work  of  the  Judge-Ad- 
vocate-General, report  that  the  opinions,  some  of  which  are  elaborate  and 
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long,  requiring  very  considerable  labor  and  research,  evidence  unusual  care 
and  scholarly  ability  in  their  preparation,  and  form  a  valuable  addition  to 
our  Grand  Army  opinions.  We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Encampment  hereby  extends  to  Judge-Advocate- 
General  Clarke  its  thanks  for  his  able,  earnest,  and  concientious  performance 
of  the  duties  imposed  upon  him. 

Respectfully  submitted,  in  F.,  C,  and  L., 

LEO  RASSIEUR, 
ALFRED  DARTE, 
M.  L.  HAYWARD, 
ALFRED  B.  BEERS, 
HALBERT  B.  CASE, 
Committee. 

Comrade  Wagner,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  report  of  the 
Judge-Advocate  will  be  printed  as  it  was  prepared  by  him.  It 
has  been  materially  altered  by  the  report  of  the  committee  and 
the  action  of  the  Encampment  thereon,  and  I  desire  to  move 
that  the  decisions  modified  by  the  report  just  adopted  be  marked 
by  an  asterisk,  and  a  reference  made  to  the  particular  page  of  the 
journal  where  the  modification  can  be  found;  otherwise  there 
will  be  confusion. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Stahl,  of  New  Jersey,  presented  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  w^hich  is  as  follows : 

T.  S.  Clarkson,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief,  G.  A.  R. 

Commander-in-Chief:  Your  Committee  on  Pensions  begs  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report : 

First — Your  committee  desire  to  congratulate  the  Encampment  and, 
through  you,  the  entire  membership  of  our  Order,  as  well  as  all  the  sorrow- 
ing comrades,  upon  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Pension  De- 
partment of  the  National  Government.  Thanks  to  the  thoughtfulness  and 
wisdom  of  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  Nation,  whose  soldier  heart  felt  the 
great  need  of  justice  towards  the  men  who  had  saved  the  Government,  he 
selected  for  the  administration  of  the  Pension  Bureau  a  comrade  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  whose  .feelings  are  in  full  accord  with  the  rights  and  wants  of  his  late 
comrades,  whose  experience  and  business  training  have  fitted  him  pre-emi- 
nently for  a  business-like  and  practical  conduction  of  the  great  office  in  his 
charge,  and  whose  keen  sense  of  justice  and  full  appreciation  of  the  respon- 
sibilities he  therewith  assumed  prompt  him  to  a  desire  to  discharge  these  im- 
portant duties  with  an  equally-poised  scale  of  justice  to  the  Government  and 
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the  millions  of  taxpayers  it  represents,  and  also  to  the  men  who  have  or  may 
yet  become  the  wards  and  beneficiaries  ot  this  great  Nation,  in  whose  ser- 
vices they  have  acquired  a  legal  right  and  a  just  claim  for  recognition  for 
themselves  whilst  living  and  for  those  dependent  upon  them  after  their  death. 

In  the  Hon.  H.  Clay  Evans,  a  comrade  of  the  Department  of  Tennessee, 
President  Comrade  McKinley  has  selected  the  right  man  for  the  right  place, 
and  the  comrades  may  safely  look  forward,  under  his  administration  of  the 
Pension  Office,  to  a  just  and,  at  the  same  time,  liberal  interpretation  of  the 
pension  laws,  so  far  as  such  interpretation  lies  in  his  power. 

With  a  view  of  arriving  at  results  in  harmony  with  his  views,  the  com- 
missioner has  already  made  many  important  changes,  not  the  least  of  which 
was  the  placing  of  an  old  soldier  at  the  head  of  evei*y  adjudicating  department 
of  the  bureau,  thus  securing  for  the  service  a  harmony  of  feeling  that,  ema- 
nating from  the  chief,  pervades  the  administration  of  every  branch.  Regular 
weekly  conferences  of  these  heads  of  departments  with  the  commissioner 
have  been  inaugurated,  and  at  these  meetings  every  item  of  important  inter- 
est, every  newly  developed  phase  in  the  conduct  of  the  bureau,  is  discussed 
and  the  best  results?  obtained  from  that  exchange  of  views. 

The  abolishing  of  that  most  obnoxious  of  all  rules  ever  made  in  the 
Pension  Office  (rule  229)  was  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  Commissioner  Evans' 
administration,  followed  as  it  was  by  the  strict  order  that  boards  of  examiners 
must  rr'port  at  once  upon  all  cases  referred  to  them,  and  both  these  rulings 
will  greatly  facilitate  the  claims  pending  and  hereafter  to  be  filed. 

Knowing  the  new  spirit  of  justice  and  equity  that  has  taken  possession  of 
the  Pension  Bureau,  your  committee  resolved  to  turn  its  attention  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  practical  reforms  rather  than  the  submission  of  vague  possibili- 
ties and  schemes  in  probable  legislation,  choosing  rather  to  work  for  a  liberal 
application  of  existing  laws  than  to  attempt  the  introduction  of  new  ones. 
To  this  end  your  committee  met  in  Washington,  May  20  and  21  last,  and 
<ook  into  consideration  the  rulings  made  and  practices  in  vogue  in  the  Pension 
Bureau,  as  inaugurated  by  former  administrations.  After  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  subject,  we  submitted  to  the  Honorable  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
on  May  21,  the  following  memorandum,  and  received  his  personal  assurances 
that  every  point  submitted  should  have  his  most  careful  consideration  : 

To  the  Hon.  If.  Clou  Ecaiis,  Commissioner  of  Pensions :  The  under- 
signed members  of  the  Pension  Committee  of  the  National  Encampment, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  most  respectfully  present  for  your  considera- 
tion the  following  suggestions,  the  result  of  the  official  action  of  the  commit- 
tee at  their  meeting  on  May  20  and  May  21,  1897. 

We  are  fully  persuaded  that  many  unnecessary  difficulties  and  hardships 
have  been  caused  to  the  ex-soldiers,  survivors  of  the  great  internal  war  which 
resulted  in  saving  the  Union  and  giving  new  life  anavigor  to  the  ^eat  Re- 
public, by  the  adoption  of  unnecessary  rule.**,  and  clothing  the  machinery  in- 
cident to  results  in  the  Pension  Bureau  with  superfluous  garments;  and  we 
call  your  attention  to  certain  rules  which  embarrass  the  pensioner  in  the  pur- 
suit of  his  rights  in  your  Bureau,  and  which,  in  our  judgment,  accomplish  no 
other  purpose  than  that  of  hindering,  delaying  and  embarrassing  the  claim- 
ant for  pension,  without  producing  any  good  results  to  the  Pension  Barean, 
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and  which,  we  think,  should  be  entirely  and  at  once  repealed,  or,  at  least, 
modified. 

1.  We  gubmit  that  the  rule  relating  to  the  discontinued  pensions 
should  be — 

**  That  all  pensions  reduced  or  discontinued  since  January  seventh,  1898, 
shall,  upon  application,  be  reconsidered  and  abjudicated  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  existing  laws,  and  the  pension,  if  restored  or  allowed,  shall 
commence  from  the  date  of  such  reduction  or  discontinuance,  or  from  the 
date  subsequent  thereto  at  which  the  disability  is  shown  by  the  evidence  to 
have  existed  ;  Pravidedj  Thiit  in  the  event  of  death  of  pensioner  after  such  re- 
duction or  discontinuance,  any  accrued  pensions  that  may  be  found  due  under 
this  section,  shall  be  paid  as  provided  by  existing  law,  in  cases  of  death.*' 
(See  vol.  28,  Stat,  at  Lar^e,  p.  18.) 

2.  The  rule  permitting  special  examiners  to  take  proof  of  witnesses  and 
record  it  in  their  own  language  and  coloring  is,  in  our  opinion,  extremely  in- 
jurious and  pernicious,  and  should  be  substituted  by  a  i*ule  in  effect  as  follows  : 

**That  hereafter,  in  the  administration  of  the  pension  laws,  all  investi- 
gations into  the  merits  of  any  pending  case  or  pension  previously  allowed, 
shall  be  in  deposition  form  ;  /.  c,  by  question  propounded  and  answer  given, 
under  oath,  in  open  session,  after  due  notice  to  tne  person  or  pei-sons  who 
may  be  affected  thereby,  who  may  be  present  personally,  or  by  attorney  ;  and 
such  person  or  persons  shall  have  the  right  to  cross-examine,  and  a  fair  and 
full  opportunity  to  rebut  or  substantiate  any  facts  alleged  or  disputed  ;  and 
when  fraud  is  alleged,  the  allegations  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  under 
oath,  and  the  person  or  persons  affected  thereby  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
certified  copy  of  the  charges  made,  together  with  the  names  of  the  persons 
making  the  same,  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  such  investigation,  and  shall  be 
furnished  with  the  names  of  the  witnesses  by  whoin  the  said  charges  are  to 
be  proved  at  least  five  days  prior  to  such  examination  :  such  investigation  to 
be  conducted  at  the  county  seat  of  the  county  in  which  the  person  affected 
resides,  and  the  depositions  of  witnesses  residing  outside  of  said  county  shall 
be  taken  as  near  as  may  be  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  state  or 
territory  in  which  said  witness  resides."     (See  vol   28,  Slat,  at  Large,  p.  18.) 

?]  The  rule  relating  to  the  evidence  of  commissioned  officer  and  of 
private  soldiers  should  be  so  modified  as  to  read  in  substance  as  follows  : 

'*In  the  administration  of  the  Pension  Laws,  the  oath  of  a  person  who 
has  served  as  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  shall  not  have  any  less 
weight  than  if  such  person  had  served  as  a  commissioned  officer ;  Provided^ 
That  no  claims  .shall  be  rejected  because  of  claimants'  inability  to  furnish,  as 
to  any  material  fact  in  the  case,  the  testimony  of  more  than  one  creditable 
witness  having  knowledge  of  such  fact." 

4.  The  rule  relating  to  the  demands  for  further  evidence  in  any  case 
pending  should  read  in  substance  as  follows  : 

"That  all  notifications  from  the  Bureau  of  Pensions  as  to  the  status  of 
any  case  shall  set  forth  each  and  every  fact  upon  which  further  evidence  is 
required  to  complete  the  same." 

6.  The  rule  permitting  an  insight  into  the  papers  on  file  in  the  Pension 
Bureau  in  any  case  by  the  claimant,  his  representative  in  Congress,  or  his  at- 
torney, should  be  so  framed  as  to  contain  in  substance  the  following  : 

"That  all  papers,  memoranda,  writings,  letters,  reports  of  examining 
surgeons  or  special  examiner,  recoras  or  exhibits  received  by  the  Bureau  of 
Pensions  relating  to  any  pension  or  claim,  shall  be  preserved  and  filed  with 
the  papers  in  said  case,  and  every  pensioner  or  pension  claimant  shall  have 
the  right,  in  person  or  by  attorney  or  representative  in  Congress,  to  examine 
and  inspect  each  and  every  such  paper,  memorandum,  writing,  report,  letter, 
or  exhioit,  which  has  any  reference  to  or  bearing  upon  his  or  her  pension  or 
claim." 
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6.  The  rule  referring  to  disability  incurred  or  contracted  in  line  of  duty 
should  be  restricted  to  something  like  the  following  : 

**That  in  all  claims  for  pension  or  increase  of  pension,  the  records  of 
the  war  or  navy  departments  showing  disability  to  have  been  incurred  or  con- 
tracted in  line  of  dutv,  shall  be  cdnclusive  of  that  fact." 

7.  The  rule  applying  to  the  presumption  of  death  ought  to  be  modified 
so  as  to  read  in  substance  like  this  : 

*'That  the  common  law  presumption  of  death,  after  the  lapse  of  seven 
years  without  news  or  tidines  of  the  mis:sing  person,  shall  obtain  and  be  of 
force  in  the  administration  of  the  Pension  Laws  ;  Provided,  That  if  such  per- 
son shall  afterwards  be  proved  to  be  alive,  any  pension  that  may  have  been 
granted  on  account  of  his  death,  shall  thereupon  cease." 

8.  That  the  rule  requiring  proof  of  the  marriage  of  widow  claimants 
should  be  framed  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

*'That  hereafter  in  the  administration  of  the  Pension  Laws,  the  fact 
of  marriage  may  be  prima  facie  proved  by  satisfactory  evidence  that  the 
parties  were  joined  in  marriage  by  the  ceremony  deemea  by  them  obligatory, 
or  habitually  recognized  each  other  as  husband  and  wife,  and  were  so  recoe- 
nized  by  their  neighbors  and  lived  together  as  such  up  to  thfe  date  of  dea3i 
of  either  of  them,  or,  if  the  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine  died  in  the  service,  up 
to  the  date  of  enlistment ;  and  the  children  born  of  such  marriage,  so  proved, 
shall  be  held  and  deemed,  for  pensionable  purposes,  to  be  legitimate.  ' 

9.  The  rule  as  to  the  official  close  of  the  war  should  hold  as  follows  : 
**That  in  the  administration  of  the  Pension  Laws,  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion shall  be  deemed  and  held  to  have  ended  and  closed  on  August  20, 
1866." 

10.  That  Commissioner  Raum^s  rulings  on  the  grading  of  pensions  as 
expressed  in  the  following,  be  reinstated  : 

''That  an  application  under  the  act  of  June  27,  1890,  shall  be  sufficient 
as  to  allegation  of  disability,  if  the  applicant  alleges  therein  the  existence  of 
disability,  not  the  result  of  his  own  vicious  habits,  which  renders  him  una- 
ble to  earn  support;  and  every  disability  found  to  exist  at  the  time  of  filing, 
which  is  recognized  as  pensionable  under  the  general  pension  laws,  or  under 
the  act  of  June  27,  1890,  shall  be  taken  into  consideration,  in  determining  the 
degree  of  disability  of  such  applicant,  and  to  all  disabilities  pensionable  under 
the  general  laws,  the  same  rate  of  pension  shall  be  allowed  as  under  the  gen- 
eral laws,  not  to  exceed  in  the  aggregate,  twelve  dollars  per  month;  Ptomded, 
however,  That  vicious  habits  shall  not  be  presumed  against  the  claimant,  un- 
less it  shall  appear  by  the  certificate  of  tne  Board  or  Examining  Surgeons, 
or  an  Examining  Surgeon  of  the  Bureau  of  Pensions,  that  the  disability  for 
which  claimant  seeks  pension  appears  upon  such  examination  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  vicious  habits,  whereupon  claimant  may  be  called  upon  to  offer  evi- 
dence to  rebut  the  same" 

The  foregoing  suggestions  are  the  result  of  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
construction  of  the  Pension  Laws  by  your  immediate  predecessors,  as  well 
as  my  former  commissioners  when  juster  liberality  was  exercised  in  the  exe- 
cutions of  the  laws.  The  effect  of  the  construction  of  the  laws  by  your  im- 
mediate predecessors,  and  the  adoption  of  a  series  of  rules  gradually  nar- 
rowing the  application  of  the  laws,  has  been  to  practically  annul  the  act  of 
June  27,  1890,  and  defeat  the  intention  of  Congress  in  the  passage  of  the 
act  It  is  believed  that  every  principle  asked  for  above  was  in  active  opera- 
tion in  the  Pension  Bureau  prior  to  the  inauguration  of  Mr.  Cleveland  as 
President.  And  we  sincerely  believe  that  the  re-adoption  of  these  rules  will 
result  in  giving  effect  to  the  pension  laws  as  contemplated  by  Congress  when 
they  were  passed  and  yet  will  not  increase  the  pension  disbursements  to  any 
disastrous  extent.  Moreover,  the  rules  suggested  have  been  within  the  last 
year,  for  the  most  part,  formulated  into  a  bill  known  as  the  Pickler  Bill,  and 
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has  received  the  endorsement  of  the  people  by  its  passage  in  the  Represen- 
tative branch  of  Congress  by  a  very  laree  majority. 

11.  We  would  also  most  respectfully  suggest  a  ruling  to  the  effect  that 
**  the  death  of  a  soldier  or  sailor  while  in  the  line  of  duty  or  from  disease  or 
injury  so  contracted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  not  for  or  in  vio- 
lation of  any  law  or  regulation  thereof,  shall  be  considered  and  held  as 
equivalent  to  an  honorable  discharge  in  determining  title  to  pension  under 
the  act  of  June  27,  1890." 

12.  Also,  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  27,  1890,  relative  to- 
the  **  means  of  support  other  than  her  daily  labor"  of  a  widow  claimant 
under  the  act,  should  be  interpreted  so  as  to  read  :  **That  before  she  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  pension  under  the  provisions  of  said  law,  she  shall  prove  that 
her  net  income  does  not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 

18.  We  most  respectfully  ask  you  to  rule  that  widows  or  dependent  pa- 
rents applying  for  pension  under  the  Act  of  June  27,  1890,  shall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  prove  any  prior  service  of  the  soldier  than  the  one  upon  which  the 
claim  for  pension  is  based. 

14.  And  lastly,  we  would  respectfully  ask  for  a  ruling  that  "widow  claim- 
ants under  the  Act  of  June  27,  1390,  should  not  be  compelled  to  prove  by 
other  than  fair  presumptive  evidence,  that  the  soldier  had  not  been  married 
previously  to  her  marriage  to  him." 

To  the  end  that  the  pension  laws  may  be  given  the  effect  that  Congress 
intended  should  be  given  to  them,  and  that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  men 
who  risked  and  dared  all  for  the  preser\'ation  of  a  common  country,  we  re- 
spectfully submit  the  foregoing  for  your  serious  and  earnest  consideration. 
The  above  suggestions  are  not  merely  the  personal  views  of  the  members  ot 
this  committee  who  have  signed  their  names  hereto,  but  to  some  extent  em- 
body the  clearly  expressed  wishes  of  the  body  of  the  Grand  Army  as  ex- 
pressed at  their  Posts  and  Department  Encampments.  They  feel  the  in- 
justice that  has  been  done  the  disabled  soldiers  of  the  nation  by  the  practical 
nullification  of  the  pension  laws,  brought  about  by  previous  administrations 
of  your  Department,  their  condemnation  of  which  was  forcibly  expressed  at 
the  polls  at  the  last  election  *,  and  they  now  look  with  hopeful  expectancv 
to  you,  recognizing  gjratefully  the  reforms  you  have  already  accomplished, 
for  such  friendly  and  just  administration  of  the  Pension  Bureau  as  is  tne  clear 
intent  of  the  law  and  the  wish  of  the  American  people. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

These  memoranda  were  by  the  Commissioner  referred  to  his  first  deputy^ 
Mr.  J.  L,  Davenport,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Bayley,  who  submitted  their  report 
upon  the  same  to  Commissioner  Evans  as  early  as  May  26,  as  follows : 

May  26,  1807. 
Hon.  H.  Clay  Evans,  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Dear  Sir  :  We  have  carefully  read  and  considered  the  accompanying 
suggestions  of  Hon.  W.  W.  Dudley,  Hon.  Halbert  B  Case,  and  Hon.  E.  CT 
Stahl,  niembers  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  we  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  : 

1.  Relative  to  the  commencement  of  pensions  heretofore  discontinued 
or  reduced  :  We  pass  this  by  as  impracticable  at  present. 

2.  Relative  to  taking  testimony  by  special  examiners  in  the  field  :  This, 
too,  seems  impracticable  and  we  must  leave  it  for  your  consideration. 

8.  Relative  to  giving  the  same  weight  to  the  testimony  of  a  private  sol- 
dier as  to  that  of  an  officer,  and  that  no  claim  shall  be  rejected  oecanse  of 
claimants'  inability  to  furnish  the  testimony  of  more  than  one  creditable  wit- 
ness :  We  believe  this  suggestion  might  be  favorably  considered  by  you,  with 
some  modifications.     The  private  soldier  was'more  frequently  in  a  posi^n  to 
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know  of  the  sickness  of  his  comrade  than  the  officer.  The  average  of  intel- 
ligence being  higher  among  officers  than  comrades,  would  seem  to  afford  the 
only  legitimate  argument  for  the  practice  prevailing  at  present. 

4.  Calls  for  evidence  shall  set  forth  each  and  every  fact  of  which  further 
evidence  is  required  to  complete  the  case.  This  being  the  rule  at  present, 
no  comment  is  necessary. 

5.  Relative  to  the  rule  permitting  a  claimant,  his  attorney,  or  member 
of  Congress  to  examine  all  the  papers  in  the  case:  We  do  not  believe  this 
would  be  good  general  practice,  because  under-  the  present  practice  the 
claimant  and  his  attorney  have  access  to  all  necessary  papers,  and  an  exten- 
sion of  the  privilege  would  probably  lead  to  abuse,  notably  in  the  case  of 
attorneys,  wno  could  use  the  War  Department  records  for  the  purpose  of  hling 
claims  not  otherwise  suggested  by  the  claimant. 

6.  That  the  office  shall  accept  the  records  of  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
partments showing  a  disability  to  nave  been  incurred  or  contracted  in  line 
of  duty  as  conclusive  evidence  of  that  fact:  If  this  practice  should  obtain, 
it  should  also  include  all  adverse  records  from  said  department;  they,  too, 
should  be  accepted  as  conclusive  and  not  subject  to  rebuttal,  as  they  now  are. 
We  leave  this  for  your  personal  consideration,  with  the  suggestion  that  the 
present  practice  is  based  on  conditions  which  have  fully  warranted  the  same. 

7.  Relative  to  presumption  of  death  after  seven  years'  apparent  non- 
existence.    This  needs  no  comment.     (See  act  of  March  18,  1896.) 

8.  Relative  to  proof  of  marriage:  This  would  seem  to  require  your 
personal  consideration.  The  practice  is  based  on  statutory  enactments,  lex 
loci  governing  in  all  cases. 

9.  Relative  to  the  last  day  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion:  It  is  suggested 
that  August  20,  1866,  is  the  correct  date.  In  this  connection,  we  desire  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
(See  Decision  of  Secretary  in  Farrell  Case,  pp.  632-541,  Book  7.) 

10.  That  the  office  adopt  Commissioner  Raum's  rulings  on  the  gradine 
of  pensions,  and  sufficiency  of  allegation:  As  this  question  is  now  controlled 
by  the  Secretary's  decisions,  it  must  remain  as  it  now  stands  until  he  shall 
modify  or  revoke  the  same. 

Under  this  same  head,  it  is  suggested  that  vicious  habits  shall  not  be 
presumed  against  the  claimant,  unless  it  shall  appear,  by  the  certificate  of 
examination  of  the  Board  of  Surgeons  or  Examining  Surgeon  of  the  Bureau, 
that  the  disability  for  which  the  claimant  seeks  pension  appears  to  be  the 
result  of  vicious  habits,  whereupon  the  claimant  snail  be  called  upon  for  evi- 
dence to  rebut  the  same:  We  are  of  opinion  that  this  practice  might  be  safely 
adopted. 

11.  That  the  death  of  a  soldier  or  a  sailor  while  in  line  of  duty  or  from 
disease  or  injury  so  contracted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  and  not  for 
or  in  violation  of  any  law  or  regulation  thereof,  shall  be  considered  and  held 
as  equivalent  to  an  honorable  discharge  under  the  act  of  June  27,  1890:  In 
this  connection,  permit  us  to  say  that  very  few  cases  of  this  kind  would  come 
under  this  act;  as,  in  the  event  of  a  soldier  dying  in  the  service  and  line  of 
duty,  the  widow  is  entitled  to  pension  under  the  general  law. 

12.  Relative  to  the  amount  of  income  a  widow  may  have  and  be  en- 
titled to  pension  under  the  act  of  June  27,  1890:  The  su^estion  here  is 
$500  per  annum;  we  do  not  agree  to  so  large  a  sum,  but  think  possibly  an 
income  of  from  $200  to  $800  might  be  allowed  and  yet  give  the  widow  title 
to  a  pension. 

18.  Relative  to  compelling  widows  and  dependent  parents,  applyiue  for 
pensions  under  the  act  of  June  27,  1890,  to  prove  prior  service  of  the  soldier 
to  the  one  upon  which  the  claim  for  pension  is  based :  This  rests  wholly  upon 
the  question  of  desertion,  and  if  a  decision  of  the  secretary  refusing  title, 
where  a  soldier  deserted  from  a  prior  service  is  revoked,  proof  of  prior  serv- 
ice will  be  unnecessary. 
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14.  Relative  to  widows  claiming  pension  under  the  act  of  June  27,  1890^ 
being  required  to  prove  by  other  than  lair  presumptive  evidence  that  the  sol- 
dier nad  not  been  married  previous  to  her  marriage  to  him  :  We  would  say 
that  it  is  our  opinion  that  this  practice  now  obtains  in  the  jurisdiction  of 
widows'  claims  ;  that  presumptive  evidence  is  accepted  where  all  other  con- 
ditions are  favorable  in  the  claim. 

In  order  to  give  the  suggestions  thrown  out  by  your  committee,  after 
further  consideration  they  were  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Review  in  the  Pen- 
sion Department,  who,  through  Representatives  F.  D.  Stephens  and  S.  A. 
Cuddy,  submitted  to  the  Commissioner  their  conclusions  upon  every  section, 
in  the  following  reports  : 

Memorandum  Relative  to  the  Points  Raised  in  the  Paper  Presented  for 
the  Consideration  of  the  Hon.  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  by  the  Pension 
Committee  of  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repnb- 
lie  ;  submitted  under  date  of  May  21,  1897. 

Relative  to  section  1. — The  rule  recommended  cannot  be  adopted  as,  in 
cases  in  which  the  reduction  was  predicated  upon  the  results  of  a  medical 
examination  showing  a  decreased  degree  of  disability,  such  a  rule  would  con- 
flict with  the  provisions  of  section  4698J,  R.  S.  U.  S.  If,  however,  upon  the 
examination  of  any  given  claim,  it  appears  conclusively  that  a  manifest  error 
was  committed  by  the  Bureau  in  dropping  the  pensioner's  nanie  from  the 
rolls,  or  in  reducing  his  rating,  the  action  shonla  be  set  aside  and  the  pen- 
sioner granted  such  a  rating  as  is  warranted  by  the  law  and  the  evidence  in 
the  claim  at  the  time  of  reduction  or  dropping.  The  act  of  March  2,  1896, 
fully  covei-s  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  proviso  to  this  section. 

Section  2. — The  first  part  of  the  section  relates  to  special  examination 
of  claims  upon  their  merits.  The  pmctice  of  the  Bureau  at  the  present  time 
is  just  what  is  set  out  in  .said  section  with  the  exception  of  the  form  of  the 
deposition  to  be  taken  by  a  special  examiner,  as  it  is  not  believed  that  there 
is  any  objection  to  having  depositions  taken  in  the  form  of  questions  and  an- 
swers. In  fact,  it  would  be  an  improvement  upon  the  present  system  to  have 
special  examiners  take  down  as  nearly  as  po.ssible  the  exact  language  of  the 
deponent,  the  courts  having  held  that  where  perjury  has  been  charged  upon 
a  deposition  taken  by  a  special  examiner,  unless  the  exact  lauguage  of  the 
deponent  was  quoted,  it  was  dangerous  to  hold  it  perjury,  for  the  reason  that 
the  great  mass  of  people  did  not  fully  understand  the  English  language,  and 
unless  their  exact  answers  were  taken,  they  would  not  know  the  meaning  of 
the  words  used  by  the  special  examiner,  and,  therefore,  it  would  be  wrong  to 
charge  them  with  the  full  meaning  of  the  language.  At  present,  all  claimants 
have  full  notice -and  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  to  rebut  or  substantiate  any 
facts  alleged  or  disputed. 

In  regard  to  the  investigations  of  fraud,  it  would  be  unwise  to  furnish 
any  person  or  persons  affectea  thereby  with  a  cerlitied  copy  of  the  charges, 
or  with  the^  name  of  the  person  making  the  same,  at  any  time  prior  to  or 
during  the  investigation.  Such  is  not  the  practice  of  criminal  investigations 
in  any  department,  or  by  any  state,  county,  or  municipality  In  fact,  it  would 
destroy  all  efforts  of  the  office  to  unearth  frauds  or  illegal  practices  to  furnish 
the  party  charged  with  all  data  beforehand,  giving  an  opportunity  to  intimi- 
date Government  witnesses ;  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  such  practices 
have  been  resorted  to.  Further,  there  is  certain  evidence  given  this  Bureau 
under  the  cloak  of  confidence,  and  such  confidence  should  not  be  violated. 
If  a  partv  is  charged  with  fraud,  he  has  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  before  n 
jury,  ana  has  every  opportunity  for  a  defense  in  a  united  States  court. 
Where  the  fraud  is  sucn  that  a  criminal  prosecution  is  not  to  be  entered  into, 
the  claimant  or  pensioner  should  be  given  a  full  and  complete  statement  of 
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the  charges  against  him,  but  not  the  names  of  the  witnesses,  and  he  should 
be  allowed  ample  time  in  which  to  rebut  such  charges ;  and  if  the  charges  are 
false,  he  has  every  opportunity  to  clear  himself  in  the  time  given. 

As  to  the  suggestion  that  all  testimony  b6  taken  by  a  special  examiner 
at  the  county  seat,  it  is  believed  that  such  a  rule  would  work  great  hardship 
to  the  claimants  and  be  wholly  impracticable.  To  illustrate :  On  an  average, 
the  testimony  of  about  ten  persons  is  required  to  establish  an  old  law  widow's 
claim.  These  witnesses  may,  and  usually  do,  reside  at  different  places,  and 
even  in  different  counties  and  in  states  widely  apart.  To  get  the  required 
witnesses  to  the  county  seat  on  any  given  date,  would  be  difficult  and  expen- 
sive, and,  as  there  is  no  provision  of  law  under  which  this  Bureau  coirtd  pay 
for  their  transportation  or  allow  them  witness  fees,  this  expense  would  nec- 
essarily fall  upon  the  claimants. 

Outside  of  this  phase  of  the  question,  there  exists  the  further  objection 
that  it  would  probably  be  necessary  to  station  at  least  one  special  examiner 
in  e«ch  county  in  most  states  of  the  Union,  and  the  work  or  the  examiners 
would  be  so  hampered  that  the  adjudication  of  the  claims  for  pension  would 
be  greatly  delayed. 

Section  3. — The  adoption  of  the  rule  in  section  3  is  unnecessary,  as  the 
present  practice  of  the  office  works  no  hardships  on  claimants.  The  proviso 
to  the  third  section  should  not  be  adopted,  as  one  creditable  witness  is  not 
enough  to  substantiate  a  case.  It  is  enough  to  make  out  tk  prima  facie  case, 
but  the  witness'  testimony  should  be  corroborated  by  at  least  one  person  or 
circumstances. 

Section  4. — All  notifications  from  the  Bureau  of  Pensions  as  to  the 
status  of  any  case,  should  set  forth  each  and  every  fact  upon  which  further 
evidence  is  required  to  complete  the  claim.  This  is  the  present  practice  of 
the  office. 

Section  5. — Certain  pajiers,  memoranda,  writings,  letters,  reports  of 
examining  surgeons  and  special  examiners  and  all  lecords  or  exhibits  re- 
ceived by  the  Bureau  of  reusions,  relating  to  any  pension  or  claim,  are  at 
present  preserved  and  filed  with  the  papers  in  the  case.  The  pensioner  or 
claimant  has  the  right,  either  in  person,  by  attorney  or  by  representative  in 
Congress,  to  review  certain  papers  in  the  case  ;  but  there  are  frequently  com- 
munications that  the  Bureau  receives,  and  wnen  given  as  confidential,  the 
confidence  should  be  respected.  It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  that  some  pen- 
sion attorneys  who  examine  private  records  of  the  War  Department — ^Sur- 
geon-General's reports,  and  such  papers — take  from  them  information,  and 
thereupon  build  up  a  claim  from  such  records,  when  in  fact  the  claimant 
should  be  required  to  file  his  claim,  and  such  records  .should  be  a  help  as  evi- 
dence in  the  claim  to  substantiate  it. 

Order  268,  predicated  upon  the  proviso  contained  in  the  Pension  Ap- 
propriation Act  of  July  18,  1894,  covers  the  examination  of  reports  of  ex- 
amining surgeons  fully,  and  should  not  be  disturbed. 

Section  6. — A  rule  that  a  record  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
showing  the  disease  or  disability  to  have  been  incurred  in  service  and  in  line 
of  duty,  shall  be  conclusive  of  that  fact  should  not  be  adopted.  Experience 
has  demonstrated  that  the  records  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  as  to 
disabilities  are  in  some  cases  incorrect,  especially  where  soldiers  were  dis- 
charged while  in  hospitals  away  from  their  commands,  and  the  records  were 
made  by  parties  having  no  immediate  knowledge  of  the  incurrence  of  the 
disabilitv. 

Section  7.— Relative  to  the  common-law  presumption  of  death.  The 
act  of  March  13,  1896,  provides  for  the  common-law  presumption  of  death, 
and  this  bureau  is  at  the  present  time  following  said  act,  which  governs  in  all 
cases. 

Section  8.— Relative  to  marriage.     Section  4705,  R.  S.,  and  the  act  of 
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August  7,  18d2f  section  2,  govern  this  Bureau  in  regard  to  the  question  of 
marriage,  and  must  be  followed.  No  ruling  of  this  Bureau  can  overturn 
either.  The  present  practice  is  to  prove  all  marriages,  outside  of  those 
within  the  provisions  of  section  4705,  R.  S  ,  by  the  law  of  the  place  where 
the  parties  resided  at  the  time  of  the  marriage  or  at  the  time  the  right  to 
pension  accrued  which  is  in  exact  accordance  with  the  words  of  the  act  of 
August  7,  1892.  It  would  be  unwise  to  establish  marriages  for  pensionable 
purposes  in  total  disregard  of  the  laws  of  the  state  where  the  parties  lived 
or  resided. 

Section  0. — It  would  be  well  to  follow  the  Supreme .  Court  decision, 
which  held  that  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  ended  on  August  20.  1866.  Ii 
would  give  a  definite  and  exact  time,  and  would  be  free  from  complication 
or  question.  Before  such  a  rule  could  be  adopted  to  apply  to  claims  under 
the  act  of  June  27,  1890,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  decision  .n  case  of 
Barleyoung)  7  P.  D.  468)  rescinded. 

Section  10. — Relative  to  applications  under  the  act  of  June  27,  1890. 
It  would  be  sufficient  under  saia  Act  that  a  soldier  claiming  pension  there- 
under should  allege  the  ditease,  disability,  or  wound  or  injui-y  which  causes 
total  or  partial  incapacity  to  earn  a  support*  by  manual  labor,  and  that  upon 
medical  examination  if  made  within  three  months  of  date  of  filing  the  de- 
claration, all  disabilities,  diseases,  and  injuries,  or  wounds  found  to  exist 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  rating  the  claimant  under  the  act,  pro- 
vided they  were  not  the  result  of  vicious  habits,  no  matter  whether  they  were 
all  alleged  in  the  declaration  or  not. 

The  act  of  June  27,  1890,  is  peculiar  in  its  language  and  makes  the 
basis  of  pension  the  service  of  the  soldier — ninety  days  or  more — contmgent 
upon  an  honorable  discharge.  The  rafe  of  pension  is  contingent  upon  the 
question  of  incapacity  to  earn  a  support  by  manual  labor,  this  depending 
upon  .diseases,  disability,  wound  or  injury,  not  the  result  of  vicious  habits. 
The  question  of  vicious  habits  should  never  be  raised  as  a  presumptfon 
against  a  claimant  in  cases  of  disease.  If  there  is  anything  shown  upon  the 
medical  examination  that  raises  the  presumption  of  vicious  habits,  it  is  well 
then  to  require  the  claimant  to  prove  that  the  disease  is  not  the  result  of  such 
habits.  Where  the  medical  examination  shows  no  indication  of  vicious 
habits,  the  allegation  of  the  claimant  should  be  taken  a**  conclusive.  In 
cases  where  wounds  or  injuries  are  alleged,  the  claimant  should  be  required 
to  furnish  evidence  to  snow  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  re- 
ceived, the  office  to  determine  from  such  evidence  whether  or  not  they  were 
the  result  of  vicious  habits. 

There  have  been  thrown  around  declarations  filed  unde"  the  act  of  June 
27,  1890,  a  considerable  number  of  technicalities  which  should  be  wiped 
away.  A  declaration  showing  the  name  and  service  of  the  claimant,  and 
his  intention  to  apply  under  said  act,  should  be  sufficient,  provided  it  has 
been  properly  sworn  to  before  a  duly  qualified  officer.  The  ouesfions  of 
ninety  days'  service,  honorable  discharge,  permanency  of  d  sabilities,  and 
that  they  are  not  due  to  vicious  habits,  are  all  questions  of  proof,  and  should 
be  allowed  to  be  made  by  affidavit  subsequent  to  the  filinjr  of  the  application. 

The  question  of  rate  under  this  act  should  be  determined  by  the  de- 
gree of  disease,  disability,  injuries,  or  wounds  shown  to  exist  at  the  date  of 
medical  examination. 

Section  11. — It  seems  useless  to  make  such  a  ruling  as  that  sujergested, 
for  the  reason  that  if  the  soldier  died  of  a  disease  or  injury  contracted  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  while  in  line  of  duty  and  died  \u  service,  the 
widow  would  be  entitled  to  pension  under  the  old  or  general  laws,  and  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  attempting  to  prove  title  under  the  act  of  June 
27,  1890.  It  is  now  the  practice  of  this  Bureau  to  advise  claimants  in  this 
class  of  claims  that  they  are  entitled  to  greater  benefits  under  the  general 
laws. 
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Section  12. — The  umount  i-ecoinmended  by  the  Committee — five  liun- 
dred  dollars.  It  would  be  a  humane  and  just  provision  to  make  the  aqitount 
of  income  not  to  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  as  a  means  of  support 
other  than  her  daily  labor ^  in  the  claims  of  widows  under  the  act  of  June 
27,  1890.  Before  such  a  rule  could  be  adopted,  it  would  be  necessary  to  va- 
cate the  decision  in  the  case  of  Katharine  Klein  (7  P.  D.  278)  and  others 
bearing  upon  same  subject. 

Section  18. — No  distinction  should  be  made  as  between  widows'  claims 
and  those  of  dependent  parents  and  invalid  claims  under  the  act  of  June  27, 
1890,  as  to  prior  or  sul>sequent  service  of  the  soldier.  The  source  of  all 
claims  for  pension  is  from  the  soldier,  and  no  distinction  should  be  made  be- 
tween them.  It  is  very  necessary  for  the  Bureau  to  know  whether  or  not  the 
soldier  had  a  prior  or  sub.«*equent  sei-vice,  for  if  he  is  a  deserter,  and  stands 
as  a  deserter  from  his  service  last  perfonned  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
he  has  no  title  for  pension,  and  should  have  none,  and  no  pension  should  be 
based  or  predicated  upon  his  service;  but  if  he  holds  an  honorable  discharge 
from  his  last  service,  his  desertion  from  a  prior  one  .should  not  affect  title,  as 
this  service  is  held  by  the  War  Department  to  be  voidable  and  not  void. 
Unless  avoided  by  the  government,  claimant  should  have  benefit  of  same. 
Under  decision  of  the  department,  desertion  from  any  service  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  bai-s  title  to  pension.  (See  Current  Series  Pens.  Dec,  No.  29.) 

The  Wftr  Department  has  laid  down  the  proposition  that  the  **  honor- 
able discharge  of  a  deserter  was  a  loi-mal  final  judgment  passed  by  the  gov- 
ernment upon  the  entire  military  record  of  the  soldier  and  an  authoritative 
declaration  by  it  that  he  had  left  the  service  in  a  status  of  honor;  that  as  such 
it  dispensed  altogether  with  the  necessit}'  that  the  soldier  must  obtain 
bounty  1)?  removal,  by  order,  of  the  charge  of  desertion  from  ihe  rolls,  and 
amounted  of  itself  to  the  removal  of  any  charge  or  impediment  in  the  way 
of  his  receiving  bountv."  This  was  quoted  with  approval  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  U.  S.  v.  Kelly,  15  Wall..  M. 

Section  14  sho  ilii  not  l>e  adopted.  The  question  of  prior  marriage  of 
soldiers  in  widows'  claims  under  the  Act  of  June  27,  1890,  is  a  very  necessary 
matter  lor  this  Bureau  to  be  informed  upon;  for,  if  the  soldier  was  previously 
married,  and  had  desei-ted  his  wife  and  children,  the  second  marriage  would 
be  in  violation  of  law,  and  the  woman  claiming  under  such  marriage  would 
have  no  title.  This  should  be  guarded  against,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  a 
protection  and  safeguard  which  should.be  thrown  around  the  first  wife  and 
children,  who  would  be  wronged  by  allowing  the  second  marriage  to  prevail. 
It  is  no  new  or  exceptional  case  for  two  women  to  appear  as  contesting  claim- 
ants as  'widows  of  the  same  soldier;  and  in  such  cases  the  law  must  prevail, 
and  the  rightful  wife  be  recognized.  (Signed)  F.  D.  STEPHENSON. 

^  S.  A.  CUDDY. 

Your  committee  is  under  deep  obligations  to  the  commissioner  per- 
sonally, through  whose  kindness  we  have  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the 
above  papers,  thus  enabling  the  committee  to  report  in  detail,  and  in  con- 
sidering the  same,  we  cannot  refrain  from  differing  on  .some  of  the  points 
raised  bv  the  Board  of  Review  and  submit  the  endorsement  of  your  com- 
mittee's interpretati(m  for  the  action  of  this  Encampment. 

We  submit  that  in  passing  upon  .section  5  of  the  committee's  memo- 
randa, both  the  deputy  commissioner  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Review  in  their  rejmrts  seem  to  fail  to  understand  that  in  the  pernicious  habit 
of  *' stripping*'  the  cases  of  papers  that  are  classified  as  **  confidential,'*  but 
which  in  most  cases  are  merely  the  result  of  spite  or  enmity,  the  pensioner 
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or  his  attorney  are  prevented  from  learning  the  causes  tor  which  a  claim  is 
being  held  np  or  rejected  and  therefore  are  powerless  to  secure  their  rights 
or  furnish  the  needed  refutation.  The  clause  referring  to  the  abtise  of  the 
records  of  the  War  or  Navy  Department  by  unscrupulous  attorneys  for  the 
purposes  of  filing  claims  appeal's  as  utterly  foreign  to  the  question  sjnce  your 
committee  in  its  demand  referred  to  the  files  in  the  Pension  Office  only,  and 
there  only  of  cases  in  process  of  adjudicatio!i  or  that  have  been  passed  upon. 

In  regard  to  the  report  on  section  12,  we  respectfully  submit  that  the 
demand  of  your  committee  for  $500,  as  the  nniximum  income  of  a  widow, 
allowing  her  to  secure  a  pension  under  the  Act  of  1890,  is  not  too  high  and 
should  be  granted.  The  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Review  fixing  that 
maximum  at  $250  is,  while  it  is  an  improvement  on  the  ruling  ot  the  last 
administration  on  this  point,  which  allowed  only  $90,  yet  entirely  too  low 
and  an  injustice  to  the  widows  of  comrades  whose  income  of  $260  or  $300  is 
utterly  inadequate  to  keep  them  and  their  children  without  the  aid  of  the 
pension  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled. 

Again,  we  submit  that  the  suggestions  of  your  committee,  as  stated  in 
section  13,  should*be  made  the  rule  of  the  department,  since  the  information 
needed  by  the  Pension  Office  of  any  prior  service  than  the  one  for  which  appli- 
cation for  pension  is  made,  is  entirely  in  possession  or  within  reach  of  the 
<lepartment,  and  the  proof  of  such  prior  service,  whether  honorable  or  other- 
wise, should  not  be  reqtiired  of  the  claimant,  since  she  in  many  cases  is  utterly 
ignorant  of  it  and  not  in  a  position  to  obtain  any  knowledge  of  it 

Equally  harsh  is  the  opinion  given  by  the  Board  of  Review  upon  section 
14  of  the  committee's  suggestions.  To  demand  of  a  widow  proof  positive 
and  absolute  that  her  dead  husband  had  never  been  married  or  divorced  prior 
to  his  marriage  with  her  is.  in  hundreds  of  cases,  a  needless  hardship  placed 
upon  the  claimant  and  should  be  removed.  Their  presumptive  evidence 
should  be  all  that  can  be  required  in  such  a  case,  and  where  doubts  arise  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  department  to  hunt  up  and  furnish  the  proofs  of 
such  former  marriage  without  expense  or  trouble  to  the  claimant. 

With  these  exceptions  as  quoted,  your  committee  feel  that  they  have 
every  reason  to  congratulate  the  Encampment  upon  the  results  obtained, 
showing  as  they  do  that  a  more  liberal  and  a  juster  spirit  has  taken  possession 
of  the  pen.sion  bureau  than  has  prevailed  therein  for  some  time  past. 

EiilhtmetUs  and  Survivors.  We  present  the  following  calculation  of 
enlistments,  dishonorable  discharges,  deaths,  and  survivors  resulting  from  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  formulated  with  great  care  and  research  by  Comnide 
W.  W.  Dudley,  formerly  commissioner  of  pensions  and  a  member  of  this 
committee,  which  we  feel  assured  will  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  an 
insertion  in  this  report 
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Enlistments  of  all  kinds  in  the  Federal  Army '. . .  2,780,178 

More  than  once  enlisted  and  thus  counted  more  than  once 716,787 

Total  number  of  individuals  enlisted 2,068,891 

Dishonorably  discharged  or  deserted 109,000 

Active  and  useful  enlistments • 1,964,891 

Killed  and  died  of  disease  in  service,  and  since  the  war  to  1888 604,864 

Total  survivorship  honorably  discharged,  1888 1,850,027 

Died  from  1883  to  1890 150,027 

Total  number  of  survivors  July  1,  1890 1,200,000 

Deaths  in  five  years  to  July  1,  1895 90,000 

Survivors  July  1,  1895 1,110,000 

Estimated  deaths  from  July  1,  1895,  to  1900 165,000 

Estimated  survivors  July  1,  1895,  to  1900 945,000 

Estimated  deaths  from  July  1,  1900,  to  1905 186,500 

758,500 

Col.  E.  C.  Ainswoith,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Record  and  Pension 
Ofl&ce,  has  made  number  of  survivors  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  (excluding 
desertions)  on  June  80,  1890,  and  of  each  year  from  1890  to  1909,  inclusive, 
and  at  the  close  of  each  serai-quennial  period  thereafter  until  now  shall 
remain  as  follows. 


Year. 


Survivors. 


1890 1,286,471 


1891. 
1892.. 
1898.. 
1894.. 
1895.. 
1896.. 
1897.. 
1898.. 
1899., 
1900., 
1901., 
1902., 
1903.. 


1,261,282 

1,236,076 

1,209,968 

1,182,889 

1,154,810 

1,125,725 

1,095,628 

1,064,524 

1,082,418 

999,339 

965,313 

980,380 

894,585  ; 


Year. 


1904., 

1905.. 

1906. 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

1916. 

1920. 

1925. 

1980. 

1936. 

1940, 

1945. 


Survivors. 


858,002 

820,687 

782,722 

744,196 

705,197 

665,882 

626,281 

429,727 

251,727 

116,078 

87,088 

6,296 

340 

0 


The  foregoing  tables  are  more  eloquent  than  words  of  ours  can  make 
them.  They  are  submitted  for  the  thoughtful  consideration  of  our  comrades 
and  the  citizens  of  the  nation  over  which  floats  one  flag,  thanks  to  the  bra- 
very and  valor  of  the  citizen  soldiery  of  a  united  Republic. 

Second.  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  passage  of  an  act 
of  Congress  establishing  by  law  in  a  clear  and  concise  way  the  manner  of 
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ipleading  to  prescribe  (he  practice  and  the  manner  of  furnishing  proof  in  the 
.prosecution  of  pension  chiims  in  such  a  way  as  to  relieve  the  now  existing 
danger  of  ever  occurring  changes  in  the  rulings  governing  the  administration 
of  the  existing  pension  hiws,  would  be  but  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  people 
and  to  the  pensioners  and  claimants,  and  we  therefore  call  the  attention  of 
the  Encampment  to  House  Bill  1880|  introduced  in  the  first  session  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  Congress  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Gibson,  of  Tennessee.  We  recommend 
the  endorsement  of  the  provisions  of  that  or  a  similar  bill,  and  advise  the 
committee  on  pensions  for  the  mcoming  year  to  press  the  adoption  of  sach 
an  act  in  the  national  legislature. 

Thinl.  Your  committee  believes  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  enact* 
ment  of  a  service  pension  based  upon  an  age  limit  will  be  considered  as  ob 
act  of  justice  towards  the  thousands  of  men  growing  gradually  too  feeble  to 
continue  in  active  pursuit  of  their  several  occupations.  With  the  infirmities 
of  advancing  age  and  consequent  inability  to  earn  a  sufficient  livelihood,  these 
men  ought  to  be  permitted  to  asseit  their  just  claim  to  assistance  from  the 
nation  to  whose  services  they  have  devoted  not  only  time  but  from  the  effects 
of  which  service  they  have  become  prematurely  enfeebled,  without  being  \ 

compelled  to  prove  more  than  the  fact  that  such  service  had  been  rendered  \ 

and  that  they  have  arrived  at  the  pensionable  age.     Such  a  course  would  not  \ 

add  materially  to  the  snm  annually  paid  for  pensions  now,  because  of  t  he  ^ 

gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  survivors  of  the  war  still  remaining  un- 
pensioned  at  this  time,  and  by  far  the  most  part  of  whom  would  be  placed 
npon  the  rolls  at  any  rate  under  existing  dependent  titles,  and  because  of  the  ^ 

oaving  that  would  accrue  in  the  lessened  expenditures  arising  from  the  simpli- 
fied manner  of  adjudicating  all  claims  under  such  an  act  as  the  one  proposed 
by  your  committee. 

Vour  committee  have  considered  the  provisions  of  an  act  introduced  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  previously  mentioned  in  this  report 
and  known  as  House  Bill  1876  of  the  first  session  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Congress, 
and  earnestly  recommend  its  endorsement  by  this  Encampment.  This  bill, 
entitled  **  A  bill  to  grant  a  pension  to  all  Union  soldiers  and  sailors  in  certain 
cases,''  reads  as  follows  : 

**  Be  t/  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  secretary  of  the  interior 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  on  the  pension  roll  the  names  of  all 
the  surviving  officers  and  enlisted  men  who  served  in  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
United  States  six  or  more  months  during  the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion  and 
were  honorably  discharged,  and  who  are,  or  may  become,  sixty- two  years  of 
age,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars  a  month  ft^m  the  date  of  their  application ; 
Provided,  That  persons  who  are  now  receiving  pensions,  or  whose  claims  are 
now  pending  or  may  hereafter  be  filed  under  any  other  law,  may,  on  applica- 
tion and  showing  themselves  entitled,  receive  the  benefits  of  this  act  withbut 
being  thereby  debarred  from  filing  or  prosecuting  a  claim  for  or  receiving  a 
pension  under  any  other  law;  Provided,  That  no  person  shall  receive  more 
than  one  pension  for  the  same  period.  And  provided  further,  That  rank  in 
the  service  shall  not  be  considered  in  applications  filed  under  this  act.'' 

21 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


322  THIRTYFIB8T  NATIONAL  BNCAMPHBNT 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  cooiieoiia 
readiness  of  oar  Commander-in-Chief,  Comrade  T.  S.  Clarkson,  to  give  ta 
the  committee  at  all  times  his  attention  and  the  benefit  of  his  valuable  advice. 
All  of  which  18  respectfnlly  submitted. 

J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 
HALBERT  B.  CASE, 
GEO.  H.  HOPKINS, 
E.  C.  STAHL, 
W.  W.  DUDLEY, 

Committee. 

Comrade  Wagner,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  that  the  report 
be  adopted. 

Comrade  Cole,  of  New  Jersey :  I  desire  to  vote  for  the 
approval  of  this  report,  with  the  single  exception  that  the  En- 
campment shall  ask  that  the  bill  now  pending  before  Congress 
shall  strike  out  the  words  "  six  months,"  and  say  that  every  man 
who  served  in  the  armies  of  the  Union  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  shall  be  eligible 
for  the  pension,  and  I  ask  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  that 
we  may  vote  separately  upon  that  proposition. 

Comrade  Stahl:  I  do  not  think  any  member  of  the 
Committee  will  have  any  objections  to  having  that  amendment 
made. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Will  you  accept  tlie  amend- 
ment? 

Comrade  Stahl  :  We  accept  the  amendment 

Comrade  Pickler,  of  South  Dakota:  I  desire  to  com* 
mend  this,  in  my  opinion,  most  excellent  report.  It  takes  up 
questions  that  were  considered  in  the  Committee  on  Eosolutions, 
and  deals  with  them.  Nearly  all  of  the  points  suggested  are  in 
a  bill  which  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  last 
Congress,  went  to  the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Senate  com- 
mittee on  pensions,  and  is  there  resting.  Now,  my  comrades, 
what  we  want  to  do,  if  possible,  is  to  have  our  senators  and  our 
representatives  come  up  to  the  point  that  we  here  indicate.  How 
can  that  be  done?  There  is  not  a  single  provision  there  in  my 
opinion  but  what  is  absolutely  just  and  right     But  I  would  like 
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to  inquire  of  the  committee  if  they  would  have  any  objection  to 
another  amendment^  making  the  pension  of  all  widows  not  lean 
than  twelve  dollars  a  month  ? 

Comrade  Stahl  :  The  National  Encampment  has  already 
passed  a  resolution  covering  that  point. 

Comrade  Pickler  :  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  This  is  so 
excellent  a  report  in  my  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  distributed 
over  the  country. 

Comrade  Sample,  of  Pennsylvania:  Commander-in- 
Chief,  I  desire  to  ask  the  pension  committee  a  question  through 
you,  why  the  bill  known  as  the  Pickler  Bill  is  held  up  in  the 
United  States  Senate  ? 

Comrade  Stahl  :  That  is  a  question  we  cannot  answer. 
We  have  not  been  inside  of  the  senate.  We  only  know  that  it 
was  held  there  on  account  of  some  objectionable  features.  The 
first  section  of  the  bill  provided  that  Confederate  service  shall 
be  no  bar  to  an  application  for  a  pension. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  That  is  foreign  matter  and 
out  of  order  on  this  motion  to  adopt  the  report. 

Comrade  Sample  :  This  is  a  question  in  which  we  are 
interested. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  motion  before  the  house 
is  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  that  is  a  matter  not  connected 
with  the  report.  It  may  possibly  have  something  to  do  with  the 
duty  of  the  committee. 

Comrade  Sample:  I  do  not  so  understand  it.  I  under- 
stood the  report  to  practically  say  to  us  that  we  were  expected 
to  bring  influence  to  bear  upon  the  members  of  the  United  States 
Senate  in  order  to  pass  what  is  known  as  the  Pickler  Bill. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Are  you  satisfied  with  your 
answer  from  the  committee? 

Comrade  Sample  :  I  wanted  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  one  other  question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  late 
pension  commissioner  is  pursuing  vindictively  certain  comrades, 
by  circulars  and  otherwise,  to  members  of  the  senatorial  com- 
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mittee,  and  that  has  been  the  means  of  preventing  whet  is  known 
as  the  Pickler  bill  from  coming  before  the  United  States  Senate? 

Comrade  Staht.  :  I  can  only  answer  by  rising  to  a  point 
of  order^  that  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  We 
could  not  do  any  better  dian  make  the  report  we  did. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  following  report  was  presented,  and  adopted : 

Your  Committee  on  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster-Oeneral  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report : 

We  have  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General  and  find  them  correct. 

We  deem  it  proper,  as  a  partial  recognition  of  the  services  of  Comrade 
Burbank,  to  commend  him  for  the  very  efficient  manner  in  which  he  has  per- 
formed the  duties  pertaining  to  his  office.       ALLEN  T.  BRINSMADE, 

JOHN  C.  S.  BURGER, 
W.  F.  R.  8CHINDLER, 

Committee. 

The  committee  on  the  report  of  the  Inspector-General  pre- 
sented the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Inspector- 
General  respectfully  report  that  they  have  examined  the  same  and  find  it 
carefully  prepared  and  complete  in  every  particular,  and  they  recommend 
the  approval  of  said  report.  They  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  suggestion  of 
the  Inspector-General  to  change  the  time  of  conducting  the  annual  inspection 
to  begin  not  later  than  September  15  is  timely,  and  recommend  its  adop- 
tion by  the  Encampment.  CHARLES  A.  ORR, 

M.  S.  CRAWFORD, 
LEWIS  M.  ZIMMERMAN, 
JOHN  B.  DAVIS, 

CammiUee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  report  of  the  Ohaplain- 
in-Chief  was  adopted.     It  is  as  follows: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  ChapIain-in-Chief 
would  report  as  follows: 

The  report  is  very  complete  and  full  of  valuable  information.  Comrade 
Taylor  deserves  the  earnest  commendation  of  this  Encampment  and  of  the 
entire  Grand  Army  for  the  faithful  and  efficient  services  so  cheerfully  ren- 
dered. 

Your  committee  approves  of  the  following  recommendations  of  the 
Chaplain-in-Chief : 
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First — The  appointment  by  the  National  Encampment  of  a  committee 
to  prepare  blanks  suitable  for  Post  and  Department  Chaplain's  Memorial 
Day  Reports,  which,  on  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  shall  become 
and  remain  the  official  blanks  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  National  En- 
campment 

Second — That  the  Assistant-Adjutant-General  of  each  Department  re- 
quest, each  year,  of  the  President  of  each  Department  W.  R.  C.  an  official 
report  to  the  Department  Chaplain,  G.  A.  R.,  covering  the  following  items: 
Number  of  W.  R.  C.*s  participating  with  Posts  in  Memorial  Sabbath 
services. 

Number  of  members  of  the  W.  R.  C.'s  attending  such  services. 
Third — That  the  Assistant- -.^djutant- General  of  each  Department  be 
authorized  to  make  similar  requests  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Sons 
of  Veterans.  T.  C.  ILIFF, 

B.  KELLEY, 
J.  R.  LEWIS, 
J.  A.  ARKLE, 

Committee. 

The  committee  on  the  report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records 
presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Charles  E.  Burmester,  Adjutant- General  G.  A,  /?.,  Comrade:  Your 
committee  on  the  report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records  respectfully  report 
their  approval  of  the  same,  and  would  recommend  that  the  work  be  coii- 
tinued  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 

In  regard  to  his  recommendation  that  the  early  Journals  of  the  Na- 
tional Encampments  be  reprinted,  your  committee  are  informed  that  a  special 
committee  has  been  appointed  on  that  subject,  and  will  make  a  report  to  this 
Encampment;  we  therefore  take  no  action  upon  that  subject. 

Respectfully  submitted,  DANIEL  ROSS, 

T.  S.  WILMARTH, 
JAMES  MINOT, 

CommiUet:. 

Comrade  Marsh,  of  Indiana :  Commander-in-Chief^  I 
move  you  that  the  incoming  Council  of  Administration  and  tlie 
Officers  of  the  National  Encampment  be  instructed  to  cause  to  be 
printed  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  in  number?? 
sufficient  so  that  at  least  every  Post  in  the  National  Encampment 
or  under  its  authority  may  have  one  or  more  copies,  and  that 
copies  be  mailed  to  each  Senator  and  member  of  Congress. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  You  prol)ably  tfnderstaiid 
that  the  proceedings  of  this  Encampment  are  published  and 
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itimished  in  book  form  to  every  Post  in  this  Encampment.     Do 
you  desire  a  greater  distribution  than  that? 

Comrade  Graham  :  It  should  be  sent  to  the  members  of 
Congress  in  pamphlet  form,  and  then  it  will  be  of  some  practical 
l)enefit 

Comrade  Stahl  :  It  will  cost  verj-  little  to  make  extra 
copies.  It  has  to  be  put  in  type  for  the  proceedings,  and  extra 
copies  can  be  stinick  off  from  that. 

The  motion  of  Comrade  Marsh  prevailed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Is  there  any  other  business? 
Before  laying  down  the  insignia  of  my  office,  as  the  chairman  of 
this  great  gathering,  I  want  to  thank  you  from  the  very  bottom 
of  ray  heart  for  the  courtesies  that  you  have  extended  to  me. 
You  all  readily  realize  that  in  so  large  a  body,  where  there  are 
so  many  people,  and  in  a  hall  where  the  acoustic  properties  are 
so  poor  as  in  this,  that  it  is  a  trying  position  to  occupy  the  chair, 
and  that  the  position  of  Commander-in-Chief  during  the  four  or 
five  days  prior  to  the  Encampment  here  in  the  city  is  a  trying 
one,  and  nature  becomes  strained.  I  have  made  errors  here  un- 
ijuestionably.  No  man  is  infallible.  Let  me  ask  you  to  con- 
sider them  errors  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart.  I  thank 
you  heartily  for  your  indulgence,  for  your  kindness  to  me  during 
my  year  of  service,  for  your  kindness  to  me  during  all  the  years 
of  my  service  in  the  ranks  with  you,  and  I  renew  to  you  the 
assurances  of  my  continued  help  and  co-operation  in  everything 
for  the  good  of  this  grand  organization  of  ours. 

Comrade  Louis  Wagner,  Past  Commander-in-Chief,  will 
now  install  the  officers  elect. 

Comrade  Wagner  said:  Comrades,  upon  the  death  of 
Comi*ade  John  C.  Robinson,  I  became  the  oldest  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Comrade  George  S.  Merrill  and  Comrade 
Paul  Vandei^oort  being  absent,  I  will  call  upon  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Robert  B.  Beath,  the  next  in  seniority,  to  pre- 
sent the  officers-elect  of  this  Encampment 

Comrade  Beath  presented  the  officers-elect,  and  they  were 
duly  installed  by  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Wagner. 
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Comrade  Wagner  addressed  the  newly  elected  Commander- 
in-Chief  as  follows :  . 

My  Oomrade:  I  now  place  over  your  heaii;  the  official  badge 
of  Commander-in-Chief.  It  has  been  worn  by  many  comrade 
of  repute  and  good  standing  in  our  organization^  and  we  know 
that  in  your  hands  the  affairs  of  this  Encampment  will  be  cared 
for,  and  that  at  the  end  of  your  term  of  office,  when  this  badge 
is  placed  upon  the  breast  of  your  successor,  it  will  come  to  him 
as  pure  and  untarnished  as  it  now  comes  to  you.  I  now  place 
in  your  hands  the  gavel,  an  instrument  not  often  needed  for 
the  transaction  of  business  in  the  National  Encampment,  but  I 
know  that  when  needed,  during  your  term,  it  will  be  used  as  it 
has  l)een  during  the  past  term,  impartially  and  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  governing  the  matter  under  consideration. 

As  your  personal  friend,  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  elec- 
tion to  this  office.  I  congratulate  our  organization  upon  the  fact, 
not  that  Comrade  Mack,  of  Ohio,  failed  of  election,  not  because 
we  loved  him  less,  but  that  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  elected  because  we  loved  him  more. 

Comrade  Gobin  responded  as  follows : 

Past  ComTnander-in-Chief  Wagner:  It  is  thirty  years  ago 
that  you,  with  words  of  encouragement  and  cheer,  before  De- 
partments were  instituted,  made  me  a  Division  Commandtr  in 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  To  have  been  complimented 
by  you,  and  to  have  had  this  obligation  conferred  upon  me  by 
you  is  a  rare  honor,  which  I  appreciate  as  thoroughly  as  it  is 
possible  for  one  to  appreciate  anything. 

To  you,  my  comrades  of  the  Encampment,  I  have  but  a  tew 
words  to  say  upon  this  occasion.  With  an  endurance  and  pa- 
tience most  commendable  you  have  sacrificed  your  own  personal 
comfort  and  remained  here  that  the  business  of  this  National 
Encampment  might  be  concluded.  I  can  only  assure  you  that 
in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public I  shall  endeavor  to  so  conduct  myself  as  to  meet  your 
approbation,  and  if  not  I  shall  at  least  have  the  conscientious 
conviction  that  I  have  done  what  is  right. 
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I  shall  make  no  staff  announcements  to-day,  for  the  reason 
particularly  that  I  believe  it  is  casting  us  too  much  to  run  this 
Order,  and  we  must  increase  the  revenues  or  decrease  the  expenses. 
You  cannot,  on  the  revenues  you  are  receiving  now,  pay  the  ex- 
penses  which  you  paid  when  you  had  a  hundred  thousand  more 
members,  and  consequently  more  revenue,  and  therefore  it  is 
with  the  plain  idea  of  a  business  administration,  knowing  that 
it  is  no  time  to  ask  the  old  soldier  to  pay  any  additional  per 
capita  tax  to  meet  the  expenses  of  this  Encampment,  that  I 
think  it  is  time  some  of  us  should  do  more  for  honor  and  less 
for  money. 

No  man  could  have  been  treated  more  fairly  in  the  race  for 
Commander-in-Chief  than  I  was,  and  I  thank  my  competitoi*s 
for  the  comrade-like  treatment  which  they  gave  me.  To  you. 
Comrade  Clarkson,  I  render  my  thanks  for  many  courtesies.  To 
one  and  all  of  you,  comrades,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  believe  as 
we  go  to  our  homes,  widely  separated  as  they  are,  we  bear  away 
from  this  spot  and  from  this  meeting  nothing  but  friendly  rec- 
ollections, and  upon  any  and  every  occasion  when  I  shall  meet 
you  in  the  fiiture,  I  want  you  to  have  the  feeling  that  wherever 
you  are  and  under  whatever  circumstances,  each  comrade  is  a 
personal  friend  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 

Comrade  Wagner  :  As  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  in- 
formed us  that  he  is  not  prepared  at  this  time  to  announce  any 
staff  appointments,  the  present  incumbents  will  of  course  continue 
on  duty,  and  Commander-in-Chief  Grobin  will  take  charge  of  the 
further  proceedings  of  this  Encampment.  This  has  certainly 
been  a  pleasant  day  to  me.  I  am  the  Senior  Past  Commander^ 
in-Chief  of  the  Order.  I  trust  I  shall  continue  so  for  very 
many  years.  I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  be  the  Senior  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  to  the  end  of  tlie  organization,  if  such  a 
thing  as  that  were  possible.  The  one  next  in  rank  to  me.  Com- 
rade Beatli,  whom  you  all  know  even  better  than  you  do  me,  and 
of  both  of  us  you  know  it  can  be  said  none  knew  them  but  to 
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love  them^  also  a  Pennsylvania  man,  and  your  present  Com- 
mander-in-Chief a  Pennsylvania  man,  truly  this  has  been  a 
Pennsylvania  day.  I  thank  you  for  the  honors  you  have  con- 
ferred upon  the  Department  to  which  we  three  belong,  and  I  am 
sure  that  I  am  justified  in  promising  to  you  from  Pennsylvania 
such  active  work  in  connection  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  as  will  satisfy  you  that  these  honors  are  not  misplaced^ 
and  that  not  merely  in  receiving  honors,  but  in  doing  work  shall 
Pennsylvania  be  distinguished. 

Comrade  Grobin  assumed  the  chair,  and  asked  if  there  wa& 
any  other  business  to  come  before  the  Encampment 

No  business  appearing,  the  Commander-in-Chief  requested 
the  newly  elected  Chaplain-in-Chief,  Comrade  Bruner,  to  close 
the  Encampment  with  prayer,  which  was  done,  in  the  folio wing^ 
terms: 

Our  Father  and  our  God,  we  thank  Thee  for  Thy  presence  and  for  the 
life  of  our  nation,  and  for  these  heroes  that  have  been  gathered  in  this  splen- 
did city  during  these  days.  We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  revealed  Thyself 
to  us  in  so  many  things,  that  Thou  hast  given  to  us  this  country,  with  ita 
towering  mountains,  with  its  fertile  valleys,  with  its  magnificent  rivers,  and 
with  the  oceans  washing  its  shores,  and  we  pray  especially  that  Thy  blessing 
may  rest  upon  this  organization,  the  outgoing  officers  and  the  incoming  offi- 
cers, and  may  this  be  one  among  the  best  years  in  the  history  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  The  Lord  bless  thee  and  keep  thee,  the  Lord  make 
His  face  to  shine  upon  thee,  the  Lord  lift  up  His  counteuance  upon  thee,  and 
give  thee  peace.     We  ask  it  in  Jesus*  name.     Amen. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  thereupon  declared  the  Thirty- 
first  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
closed. 


idjutant  Oeneral. 


Acknowledgments  are  due  Comrade  Brad  P.  Cook,  of  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  for  valuable  assistance  rendered. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS  AND  CIRCULARS. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  ) 
St.  Paul,  Minx.,  September  5,  1896.  j 
General  Orders) 
No.  1.  / 

I.  Having  been  elected  Commander-in-Chief  by  the  Thirtieth  Na- 
tional Encampment,  held  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  I  hereby  assume  the  duties 
of  the  office. 

Fully  realizing  the  great  responsibilities  devolving  upon  me,  I  ask  the 
cordial  co-operation  and  assistance  of  my  comrades  in  every  Department. 

II.  Headquarters  will  be  established  at  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

ni.  All  official  communications  will  be  addressed  to  Chas.  E.  Bur- 
mester,  Adjutant-General,  Omaha,  Neb. 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 

Commander-in-Chitf. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republio,  ) 
Ohaha,  Neb.,  September  29,  1896.  t 
General  Orders  I 
No.  2.  S 

I.  At  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  held  at  St.  Paul,  Minn  ,  September  3  and  4,  1896,  the  follow- 
ing Comrades  were  elected  to  the  offices  designated  below: 

As  Commander-in-Chief Thaddeus  S.  Clabkson,  of  Omaha,  Neb. 

As  Senior  Vice- Commander-in-Chief.  .John  H.  Mullen,  of  Wabasha,  Minn. 
As  Junior  Vice- Commander -in- Clmf\ 

Charles  W.  Buckley,  of  Montgomery,  Ala. 

As  Surgeon- General Dr.  A.  E.  Johnson,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

As  Chaplain-in- Chief Rev.  Mark  B.  Taylor,  of  Canton,  Mass. 

National  Council  of  Administration. 

Alabama M.  D.  Wickersham.. .  .Mobile. 

Arizona J.  W.  Dorrington Yuma. 

Arkansas J.  H.  Hutchinson DeWitt. 

California  and  Nevada T.  K.  Stateler San  Francisco. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming B.  L.  Carr Longmont. 

Connecticut John  N.  Wilsey Hartford. 

Delaware J.  W.  Worrall Pleasant  Hill. 

Florida T.  S.  Wilmarth Jacksonville. 
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Georgia Alex  Mattison Atlanta. 

Idaho W.  H.  Barton Moscow. 

Illinois Thos.  W.  Scott Fairfield. 

Indiana Wm.  H.  Armstrong. .  .Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory Robt.  W.  Hill Muskogee. 

Iowa Luman  L.  Cadwell —  Decorah. 

Kansas W.  H.  Smith Marysville. 

Kentucky Charles  W.  Erdman.  .Louisville. 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi F.  C.  Antoine New  Orleans. 

Maine Herbert  R.  Sargent. .  .Portland. 

Maryland Marion  A.  Brian Baltimore. 

Massachusetts Wm.  S.  Loomis Holyoke. 

Michigan Roscoe  D.  Dix Berrien  Springs. 

Minnesota Albert  Scheffer St.  Paul. 

Missouri F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis. 

Montana Charles  Sprague Bozeman. 

Nebraska A.  Traynor. .'. Omaha. 

New  Hampshire David  E.  Proctor Wilton. 

New  Jersey John  J.  Kents Trenton. 

New  Mexico Hiram  Crampton Santa  Fe. 

New  York Charles  A.  Shaw Brooklyn. 

North  Dakota S.  G.  Magill Fargo. 

Ohio E.  R.  Monfort Cincinnati. 

Oklahoma W.  H.  Baker Cross. 

Oregon H.  S.  Allen Portland. 

Pennsylvania W.  H.  Graham Allegheny. 

Potomac Wm.  W.  Chambers. . .  Washington^  D.  C. 

Rhode  Island Nelson  Viall Howard. 

South  Dakota Wm.  A.  Gray Deadwood. 

Tennessee George  W.  Patten Chatanooga. 

Texas J.  W.  Ayers Dallas. 

Utah E.  W.  Tatlock Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont E.  Mclntyre Danby. 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina A.  Jeffers Norfolk. 

Washington  and  Alaska Thos.  M.  Young Seattle. 

West  Virginia G.  K.  Mallory Parkersburg. 

Wisconsin 0.  W.  Carlson Milwaukee. 

IL     The  following  Staff  Appointments  are  hereby  announced: 

Adjutant- Oeneral Comrade  Charles  E.  Burm ester,  of  Omaha,  Neb. 

Quar^ermo^^-G^enero/.  ..Comrade  Augustus  J.  Burbank,  of  Chicago,  111. 

Inspector- General Comrade  Charles  A.  Suydam.  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Jvdge- Advocate- General,,. Oo^KUif:  Albert  Clarke, Wellesley  HilLs  Mass. 
Senior  Aide-de-Camp  and  Chief -of -Staffs 

Comrade  J.  Cory  Winans,  Troy,  Ohio. 

They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
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III.  The  following  named  comrades  will  constitute  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  National  Council  of  Administration : 

Wm.  H.  Armstrong Indianapolis,  Ind. 

F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Albert  Scheffer St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Thos.  W.  Scott Fairfield,  III. 

Charles  A.  Shaw Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Roscoe  D.  Dix Berrien  Springs,  Mich. 

J.  J.  Kents Trenton,  N.  J. 

IV.  Comrade  Captain  E.  L.  Zalinski,  U.  S.  A.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  is 
hereby  appointed  Special  Aide  in  charge  of  Military  Instruction  in  Public 
Schools,  with  authority  to  select  from  each  Department,  to  be  named  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  for  appointment  as  Aides-de-Camp,  one  Comrade  to 
take  charge  of  this  work  in  his  Department,  and  report  his  action  to  Captain 
Zalinski. 

Comrade  Andrew  Traynor,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  is  hereby  appointed  Spedal 
Aide  in  charge  of  transportation,  to  whom  all  matters  pertaining  thereto  will 
be  referred. 

V.  Department  Commanders  will  at  once  forward  to  these  Headquar- 
ters the  names  of  such  comrades  as  they  may  wish  to  recommend  for  appoint- 
ment as  Aides  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  Each  Department 
is  entitled  to  two  comrades  at  large,  and  one  for  each  thousand  members  of 
the  Order  in  the  Department. 

They  should  also  recommend  to  the  Inspector-General  a  suitable  com- 
rade for  appointment  as  Assistant  Inspector-General  in  their  Department. 
CSare  should  be  exercised  that 'all  names  so  forwarded  be  spelled  correctly 
And  with  correct  addresses. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  especially  requests  that  Department  Com- 
manders will  designate  for  these  positions  only  such  comrades  as  are  known 
and  recognized  as  enthusiastic  and  earnest  workers  in  the  Order,  who  will 
take  especial  interest  in  the  work,  in  the  interest  of  their  comrades,  and  in 
the  advancement  and  good  of  our  Order. 

VI.  Information- is  requested  as  noted  below  : 

By  Mrs.  Mary  £.  Lewis,  of  Wilson,  Kansas,  widow  of  Joseph  M.  Lewis, 
the  names  and  address  of  the  surgeons  of  Mound  City  Hospital  in  1862,  and 
Gayoso  Hospital  in  1864. 

By  Mrs.  Mary  Cooper,  Pine  City,  Minn.,  the  address  of  comrades  who 
knew  James  Murphy,  Co.  **D,"  89th  Wisconsin  Infty.,  who  died  in  1872. 

By  N.  Conrad,  4204  8th  Ave.  South,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  the  address  of 
Lafayette  Leroy,  Co.  *'K,''  40th  Wise.  Infty. 

By  Dr.  H.  W.  Hutt,  1165  Ridge  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  the  present 
address  of  Capt.  Pierce,  Lieuts.  Woodrup,  Demme,  Miller,  or  any  surviving 
members  of  Co.  "C,"  1st  Conn.  H.  A.,  who  served  with  the  Co.  in  1866. 

By  Mrs.  Anne  Kennedy,  widow  of  Thomas  Kennedy,  1628  Jackson  St., 
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Omaha,  Neb.,  the  address  of  any  surviving  members  of  Co.  "K,"  181st  Ohio 
Infty. 

By  Mrs.  M.  E.  Rains,  308  Wood  Ave.,  Muskegon,  Mich.,  the  address 
of  Dr.  John  W.  Burdick,  late  surgeon  88th  Mich.  Infty. 

By  Victor  A.  Bador,  Lynn,  Mass.,  the  address  of  any  member  of  Co. 
"A,"  14th  U.  S.  Infty.,  between  Aug.  1,  1861,  and  Aug.  4,  1864. 

At  these  Headquarters  the  address  of  any  member  of  Co.  *'H,''  lOlst 
lU.  Infty. 

The  name  and  P.  0.  address  of  every  member  of  the  30th  Wisconsin 
Infty.  Vols.,  living  outside  of  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  is  wanted  at  once  by 
Geo.  B.  Merrick,  Secy.,  Stevens  Point,  Wis.,  for  publication  in  Regimental 
Roster. 

In  getting  through  the  crowd  at  the  Union  Depot,  at  St.  Paul,  on  Sat- 
urday, Sept.  6th,  Comrade  L.  L.  Cadwell,  of  Decorah,  la.,  lost  the  medal 
awarded  him  by  Congress  for  distinguished  service  in  the  late  war.  He  feels 
the  loss  very  keenly,  and  requests  the  finder  to  return  the  medal  to  him  at  the 
address  given  above.     The  medal  is  engraved  as  follows  : 

**The  Congress  to  Ist  Lieut.  Luman  L.  Cadwell,  Co.  '*B,"  2d  Veteraa 
Cav.  N.  Y.  Vol.,  for  gallantry  at  Bayou  Alabama,  La.,  Sept.  24th,  1864.'" 

By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 
Commander-in-  Chiff. 


Adjutant-  General. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  > 
Omaha,  Neb.,  November  14,  1896.  / 
General  Orders  ) 
No.  3.  f 

I.  The  Commander-in-Chief  congratulates  his  comrades  upon  the 

SELECTION   OF  ONE   OP  THEIR   NUMBER   TO   THE    HIGHEST   OFFICIAL   POSITION  IK 
THE   GIFT  OF  THE   AMERICAN   PEOPLE. 

Let  ua  stand  by  him  with  the  same  spirit  of  loyalty  and  pat- 
riotism THAT  inspired  US   FROM   1861   TO    1865. 

II.  The  following  changes  iu  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  adopted  by 
the  30th  National  Encampment,  are  hereby  promul^ted  for  the  information 
of  comrades: 

I.     Amend  article  2,  chapter  2,  by  adding,  after  .section  10: 
Section  11.     Departments  may  authorize  Posts  to  divide  their  mem- 
bership into  two  classes,  ** Resident"  and  "Non-Resident"  members,  and 
fix  the  territorial  limits  within  which  each  class  shall  reside.     Non-resident 
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members  shall  pay  dues,  not  less  than  the  per  capita  tax,  to  Department 
Headquarters  (including  the  tax  to  National  Headquarters)  as  the  Post  may 
direct. 

Where  a  sufficient  number  of  non-resident  members  are  in  any  locality^ 
they  may  be  organized  as  an  *^  Outpost/'  to  be  designated  as  Outpost  No. 
of  Post  No. ,  Department  of . 

Each  Outpost  may  annually  elect  irom  its  own  members  a  Sergeant  to 
preside  at  meetings.  Such  meetings  may  be  held  at  the  home  of  any  com- 
rade, at  the  convenience  of  the  members.  The  application  of  any  person 
for  non-resident  membership  in  an  Outpost  shall  be  passed  upon  by  the  par- 
ent Post,  and  the  Post  Commander  may  in  person  or  by  suitable  detail  mus- 
ter in  such  applicant,  and  for  such  purpose  may  at  his  option  administer  only 
the  obligation  of  membership. 

II.  Amend  section  2,  article  2,  chapter  4,  by  adding,  at  the  close  of 
the  section:  ^^ Provided,  That  where  a  Department  has  provided  by  by-laws 
or  rules  for  the  election  of  dek^gates  by  districts,  then  in  case  of  the  absence 
of  a  delegate  from  such  district  the  alternate  from  that  district  shall  serve.'* 

III.  Section  5,  article  4,  chapter  5,  was  stricken  out — so  that  hereafter 
the  provisions  of  sections  3  and  4  of  said  article  and  chapter  apply  to  com- 
rades in  the  service  of  the  United  States  the  same  as  to  all  other  comrades . 

III.  The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

**  Wherelis,  Many  Posts  and  Departments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  are  u.sin^  cuts  of  badges  on  their  official  stationery  which  do  not 
represent  the  official  badge  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic — therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  Posts  and  Departments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  all  committees  of  National  Encampments,  should  use  only  the 
official  cuts  represented  on  the  fourth  page  of  the  cover  of  the  .Rules  and 
Regulations.'' 

Department  and  Post  officers  will  govern  themselves  accordingly.  Elec  - 
trotypes  of  the  badge  will  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
upon  regular  requisition — and  no  others  should  be  used. 

IV.  The  per  capita  tax  was  left  the  same  as  it  was  last  year — to-wit: 
2J  cents  per  annum. 

V.  In  compliance  with  Rules  and  Regulations,  the  annual  inspection 
of  Posts  will  be  made  between  now  and  December  81. 

Reports  of  Assistant  Inspectors  should  be  forwarded  to  their  Depart- 
ment Inspector  immediately  tipon  completion  of  their  duty. 

These  inspections  are  ordered,  not  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  but  to 
encourage  Posts  that  are  doing  well,  and  to  strengthen  those  that  are  in  a 
weak  condition. 

The  duties  of  Assistant  Inspectors  are  outlined  by  the  questions  on 
Form  "H*' — and  whilst  it  is  expected  that  these  will  be  answered  fully,  it  is 
also  expected  that  they  will  make  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  in  detail 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Post  that  they  are  inspecting,  and  make  such  addi- 
tional suggestions  upon  its  condition  as  will  enable  the  Department  officers 
to  have  a  full  understanding  of  its  efficiency  and  activity,  as  well  as  to  extend 
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•aid  and  supporl  whenever  it  may  be  required.  Thej  shoald  assare  them- 
selves that  the  Qoartermaster^s  bond  is  properly  filled  out  and  filed,  and  thst 
alt  reports  and  per  capita  tax  have  been  forwarded  as  prescribed;  if  not,  they 
should  take  charge  of  this  matter  themselves,  and  see  that  i  hey  are  forwarded 
to  Department  Headquarters. 

Inspecting  oflScers  should  be  thoroughly  informed  in  all  the  exercises 
laid  down  in  the  Ritual  and  the  unwritten  work,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  judge 
■as  to  whether  the  work  is  properly  performed  in  the  Post,  and  to  suggest  im- 
provements and  correct  errors  (which  should  be  done  in  a  comrade-like  man- 
ner); they  should  also  be  strict  in  the  examination  of  books  and  papers. 

To  sum  up:  Strict  and  careful  inspections  of  Posts  will  tend  to  improve 
the  discipline  and  encourage  the  attendance  of  members. 

VI.  The  following  comrades  are  hereby  appointed  as  members  of  the 
aeveral  committees  named  below  : 

CoMiniTEE  ON  Pensions. 
John  P.  S.  Gobin,  Chairman,  Leba-      Geo.  H.  Hopkins,  Detroit,  Mich. 
non,  Pa.  H.  B.  Case,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

W.  W.  Dudley,  Washington,  D.  C.  E.  C.  Stahl,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Committee  on  School  Histories. 
A.  O.  Marsh,  Chairman,  Winehetter,      Thos.  J.  Sample,  Allegheny,  Pa.  - 

Ind.  ,  Wm.  M.  Olin,  Boston,  Mass. 

M.  N.  DickinsoA,  Warrensburg,  N.  Y.      Rev.  D.  C.  Milner,  Manhattan,  Kan- 

COMMITTBR   ON   FREDERICKSBURG   BATTLEFIELD   NATIONAL  PaRK. 

E^gar  Allan,  Chairman,  Richmond,  Leo  Rassieur,  St  Liouis,  Mo. 

Va.  Henry  E.  Taintor,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Chas.  P.  Lincoln,  Washington,  D.  C.  Daniel  R.  Ballou,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Albert  E.  Sholes,  Augusta,  Ga.  Jesse  B.  Strode,  Lincoln,  Neb. 

Committee  ok  Reprinting  Proceedings  of  National  Encampments. 

Robert  B.  Beath,  Chairman,  Phila-      J.  M.  Vanderslice,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

delphia.  Pa.  J.  H.  Holcomb,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

VII.  The  name  of  the  member  of  the  National  Council  of  Administra- 
tion for  the  Department  of  Idaho  is  R.  H.  Barton,  instead  of  W.  H.  Barton, 
•as  announced  in  G.  0.  No.  2. 

VIII.  Comrade  D.  H.  Turner,  Secretary  of  the  Citizens'  Encampment 
Committee,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  requests  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of 
«ach  Department  to  furnish  him  with  two  copies  of  their  Department  Rosters. 
His  address  is  212  Ellicott  Square. 

IX.  The  following  Staff  appointments  are  hereby  announced.  The 
comrades  so  appointed  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

To  BE  Aides  on  Military  Instruction  in  Public  Schooi^. 

Arkansas Wm.  G.  Gray Fayetteville. 

Connecticut John  L.  Saxe Waterbury. 
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Delaware P.  B.  Ayars Wilmington. 

Florida S.  H.  Lancey Maitland. 

Illinois James  M.  Rice Peoria. 

Iowa Clinton  Douglas Des  Moines. 

Kentucky John  T.  Gunn Lexington. 

La.  and  Miss Ernst  Longpr^ New  Orleans,  La, 

Massachusetts Jos.  T.  Paget Dorchester. 

New  Hampshire. Jared  P.  Hubbard Somerworth. 

Ohio F.  G.  Steele Newark. 

Ohio Jas.  K.  Stebbins,  Acting  Aide,  Ashtabula. 

Pennsvlvania 0.  C.  Bosbyshell Philadelphia. 

Potomac W.  W.  Eldridge Washington,  D.  C. 

Rhode  Island C.  R.  Dennis Providence. 

Tennessee D.  C.  Wester Arthur. 

Virginia  and  N.  C John  W.  Stebbins Norfolk.  Va. 

Wash,  and  Alaska C.  S.  McNeil Ellensburg,  Witsh. 

Wisconsin J.  A.  Watrous Milwaukee. 

To  BE  Aides-de-Camp: 

Arizona. 

Winfield  Scott,  Phoenix. 

Arkansas. 

Ghas.  M.  Green,  Harrison. 

California  and  Nevada. 

W.  H.  A.  Thompson,  Ventura.  S.  B.  Anderson,  San  Jose. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming. 
C.  A.  Coolidge,  U.  S.  A.,  Ft.  Logan.       A.  S.  Holbrook,  Colorado  Springs. 
S.  K.  Hooper,  Denver.  Henry  Logan,  Buena  Vista. 

Edward  F.  Bishop,  Denver.  T.  C.  Graden,  Durango. 

Jno   C.  Kennedy,  Denver.  F.  A.  Stitzer,  Cheyenne. 

W.  H.  Todd,  Denver. 
Delaware. 
W.  S.  Byron,  Wilmington.  Wm.  B.  Norton,  Wilmington. 

Geo.  W.  Stradley,  Bridgeville. 
Florida. 
Edwin  Kirby,  Pomona.  0.  O.  Poppleton,  New  Smyrna. 

Georgia. 
Wm.  Gray,  Savannah.  Thomas  Frazier,  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

Geo.  E.  Whitman,  Fitzgerald. 
IdaJio. 
H.  F.  Reel,  Boise. 
Illinois. 
Oeorge  S.  Roper,  Rockiord.  Chauncey  A.  Castle,  Quincy. 

John  A.  Pierce,  Chicago.  John  W.  Everett,  Quincy. 

22 
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Cuthbert  W.  Laing,  ChicaK<». 
A.  F.  Walcott,  Chicago. 
Fred  Ebersold,  Chicago. 
John  L.  Manning,  Chicago. 
John  B.  Inman,  Springfield. 
Fred.  W.  Spink,  Quincy. 
R.  I.  Law,  Galesburg. 
Joseph  W.  Wham,  Salem. 
A.  S.  Wright,  Woodstock. 
F.  J.  Stahl,  Dixon. 
C.  W.  Pavey,  Mt.  Vernon. 
John  F.  Rector,  Cairo. 
Charle.s  F.  Fairbanks,  Chicago. 
Freeman  Connor,  Chicago. 
Wm.  W.  Bell,  Chicago. 
Len  W.  Campbell,  Chicago. 
W.  R.  Bradley,  Chicago. 
Chas.  B.  Kimbell,  Chicago. 
Austin  I).  Barlow,  Hamilton. 

Philip  Dickinson,  Ft.  Wayne. 
Chas.  S.  Boynton,  Indianapolis. 
C.  B.  Williams,  Noblesville. 
J.  C.  (lordon,  Argos. 
James  C.  Knox,  Lagoda. 
George  E.  Springer,  Anderson. 
Wm.  H.  Rifenberg,  Hobart. 
Henry  C.  Gemmill,  Markle. 
William  E.  Fox,  Walcott. 
A.  P.  Miller,  Wabash. 
Jacob  P.  Murphy,  Seymour. 
J.  H.  Hoffman,  Ligonier. 
Henr}'  A.  Root,  Michigan  City. 
W.  H.  Perkins,  South  Bend. 
Charles  Wheat,  Indianapolis. 
0.  T.  Kuhn,  Lawrence. 
M.  A.  Daugherty,  Indianapolis. 
A.  J.  Goodman,  English. 

A.  N.  Livingston,  Missouri  Valley 

A.  P.  Lowrey,  Des  Moines. 

Geo.  M.  Bailey,  Council  Bluffs. 

Chas.  D.  Field,  Goldfield. 

J.  K.  Mason,  Keokuk. 

I).  J.  Palmer,  Washington. 


S.  S.  Dodge,  Dixon. 
W.  A.  Whitcomb,  Jacksonville. 
Fred  S.  Capron,  Chicago. 
Augustus  J.  Cheney,  Oak  Park. 
John  J.  Ryan,  Chicago. 
A.  J.  Brachtendorf,  Chicago. 
Chas.  J.  Sauter,  Chicago. 
J.  M.  Vernon,  Chicago. 
Chas.  Fleetwood,  Chicago. 
C.  E.  Affeld,  Chicago. 
Cha.s.  B.  Wilson,  Chicago. 
John  McLaren,  Chicago. 
W.  P.  Rend,  Chicago. 
Kirk  Hawes,  Chicago. 
James  J.  Healey,  Chicago. 
H.  S.  Dietrich,  Chicago. 
Jojjcph  Stockton,  Chic4igo. 
M.  R.  M.  Wallace,  Chicago. 
H.  E.  Gerry,  Chicago. 
I  ml  ia  II  a, 

C.  C.  Schreeder,  Evansville. 
Henry  H.  Woods,  Martinsville. 
Joseph  McDaniel,  Crawfordsville. 
Wm.  R.  McMahan,  Huntingburg. 
John  F.  Henscheu,  West  [ndn'pls. 
L.  B.  Nel.son,  Indianapolis. 
John  B.  Wirt,  Indianapolis. 
Milton  Robinson,  Indianapolis. 
Philip  Lester,  Little  York. 
Andrew  H    (rraham,  Knightstown. 
Harry  H.  Hoover,  Richmond. 
J.  E.  Stiller,  Remington. 
<f.  W.  H.  Kemper,  Muncie. 
Carl  Krietenstein,  Terre  Haute. 
C.  H.  Westeni,  Hudson. 
Charles  P.  Broderick,  Elkhart. 
Geo.  L.  (Jegner,  Ridgeville. 
H.  A.  Harrison,  Union  City. 
Totrtt. 

lutmv  Patterson,  Osage. 

H,  A.  Morgan,  Marshall  town. 

W.  H.  Cummings,  Brooklyn. 

Wm.  Brown,  Des  Moines. 

1.  L.  Smith,  Nevada. 

George  R.  Taylor.  Shenandoah. 
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W.  H.  Goodrell,  Iowa  City. 
B.  0.  Hanger,  Des  Moines. 
J.  F.  Merry,  Manchester. 
John  Rath,  Ackley. 
Thomas  Graham,  Decorah. 

T.  J.  Anderson,  Topeka. 


H.  C.  Ford,  Woodljine. 
Frank  E.  Landers,  Webster  City. 
E.  P.  Messer,  Sheldon. 
Phil.  Schaller,  Sac  City. 
G.  H.  Welsh,  Boone. 
Kansas. 

A.  A.  Raub,  Topeka. 
Louuiatia  awl  Mississippi. 
D.  E.  Sweet,  Jennings,  La.  W.  J.  Dunn  Leavy,  New  Orleans. 

Wesley  Harding,  New  Orleans.  H.  C.  Warmoth,  New  Orleans. 

Wm.  Rogester,  Natchez,  Miss. 
Afaiylatid. 
Jno.  G.  Taylor,  Baltimore.  John  Bowers,  Baltimore. 

Charles  R.  Marburg,  Baltimore.  James  T.  Wesley,  Baltimore. 

Charles  Kunkel,  Baltimore.  Edward  Schilling,  Cumberland. 

John  L.  Scott,  Hagerstown. 

Afassachtfsttts.  , 

Thos.  W.  Cook,  New  Bedford. 
Michigan. 

Joseph  A.  Dockeray,  Coral - 
Charles  W.  Lake,  Quincy. 
Minnesota. 

J.  M.  Glunt,  St4iples. 


George  H.  Keating.  Bay  City. 
Oeo.  A.  Winflow,  Detroit. 


Henry  A.  Castle,  St.  Paul. 
W.  M.  Bates,  Duluth. 
Daniel  Fish,  Miimeapolis. 
W.  D.  W.  Pringle,  Hastings. 
J.  H.  Baker,  Mankato. 
C.  W.  McKay,  Fergus  Falls. 
J.  F.  French,  Windom. 
R.  M.  Tyler,  Fairmont. 
A.  T.  Koerner,  Litchfield. 


T.  A.  Harris,  Crook.*<ton. 
G.  A.  Whitney,  Wadena. 
1).  B.  Searle,  St.  Cloud. 
P.  D.  Winship,  Park  Rapids. 
John  McCallum,  Ortonville. 
W.  F.  Bacon,  Hastings. 
J.  M.  Tucker,  Hastings. 
Isaac  E.  West,  Duluth. 


Maj.  M.  C.  Wilkinson,  U.  S.  A.,  Ft.  Snelling. 
Missouri. 
Henry  Frederick,  St.  Louia.  Wm.  H.  Ma.son,  Sedalia. 

Nebraska. 
Capt.  Fred.  H.  E.  Ebstein,  U.  S.  A.,  Plattsburg,  N.  Y. 


Rollin  M.  Strong,  Barraboo,  Wis. 

H.  E.  Palmer,  Omaha. 

Jas.  S.  France,  Moreno,  Cal. 

Brad.  P.  Cook,  Lincoln. 

J.  E.  Evans,  Lincoln. 

Xric  Hampshire. 
Geoi-ge  M.  Kettelle,  Peterboro.  Frank  P.  Fiske,  Epping. 

Leander  H.  Irving,  Tilton.  Wm.  S.  Learned,  Rumney  Depot. 

Andrew  Hanon,  Coaticook,  P.  Q.  George  W.  Lewis,  Hinsdale. 


Jas.  W.  Shearer,  West  Point. 
Porter  Hedge,  Lincoln. 
Wm.  C.  Elder,  North  Platte. 
Phelps  Paine,  Lincoln. 
J.  W.  Bowen,  Lincoln. 
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Netc  Ja'sey. 
Joseph  Locke,  Jersey  City.  H.  F.  Rockenstyre,  Hobokeii. 

John  F.  Casner,  Camden. 
New  Mexico. 
Jack  Crawford,  San  Marcial. 
New  York. 
John  W.  Hand,  Nunda.  Joshua  Capron,  Utica. 

Augustas  Kipp,  Yonkers.  George  E.  Morgan,  New  York. 

Michael  Gleason,  New  York.  H.  L.  Swords,  New  York. 

Francis  J.  Werneck,  New  York.  John  Byrne,  Buffalo. 

James  J.  Lawley,  Brooklyn.  Jas.  D.  Bell,  Brooklyn. 

John  C.  Osmun,  Brooklyn.  John  Monroe,  New  York. 

W.  D.  Jaynes,  Rochester.  *  David  A.  Pitcher,  Brooklyn. 

John  J.  McGuire,  Bath.  Geo.  W.  Wingate,  New  York. 

Lsaac  Vanderpoel,  Bath  on  the  Theo.  G.  Accough,  New  York. 

[Hudson.       Wm.  B.  Osgood,  Brooklyn. 
North  Dakota. 
J.  C.  Gipson,  Valley  City.  H.  S.  Currey,  Hope. 

Ohio. 
Ben  Morgan,  Franklin.  Daniel  Wilder,  Columbus. 

Allan  T.  Brinsmade,  Cleveland. 
Oregon. 
R.  H.  Rosa,  Bandon.  G.  W.  Dillon,  Union. 

L.  S.  Gurdane,  Pendleton.  H.  S.  Maloney,  Sheridan. 

Pennsylvania. 
John  W.  Moore,  Philadelphia.  John  R.  Oursler,  Latrobe. 

Potomac. 
Harrison  Dingman,  Washington^  D.  C. 
Rhode  Island. 
Robert  Little,  Providence.  James  S.  Hudson,  Providence. 

Charles  0.  Ballou,  Providence.  Geo.  Edw'd  Allen,  Providence. 

Thomas  H.  Ray,  5ast  Providence.  Edmund  F.  Prentiss,  Providence. 

So\ith  Dakota. 
Bailey  Madison,  Sturgis.  George  W.  Snow,  Springfield. 

J.  M.  Spears,  Wessington  Springs.  Eugene  Huntington,  Webster. 

Utah. 
Gen.  R.  T.  Minty,  Ogden.  Rudolph  Alff,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont. 
E.  H.  Putnam,  Brattleboro.  Richard  Smith,  Enosburg. 

Fred  E.  Smith,  Montpelier.  M.  J.  Sargent,  South  Ro.  alton. 

M.  J.  Leach,-  Wolcott.  W.  L.  Cady,  Middlebury. 

Washington  and  Alaska. 
J.  M.  Comstock,  Spokane.  Thad.  Huston,  Tacoma. 

H.  H.  Warner,  Tacoma. 
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H^est  Virginia. 
C.  R.  Lavally,  Huntington.  C.  B.  Mcintosh.  Charleston. 

S.  F.  Shaw,  Parkersburg.  T.  H.  Marks,  Wellsburg. 

Wisconsin. 
S.  H.  Tallmadge,  Milwaukee.  Henry  S.  Huwald,  Marinette. 

L.  D.  Hinkley,  Waupun.  J.  P.  Harvey,  Colby. 

Hiram  F.  Lyke,  Oconomowoc.  Geo.  G.  Sedgwick,  Manitowoc. 

Louis  Holtzhseuser,  Milwaukee.  H.  W.  Rood,  Washburn. 

Thomas  Hyde,  Steven's  Point.  Wm.  H.  Laing,  Racine. 

A.  A.  Maxim,  Superior.      ,  Edward  I.  Kidd,  Prairie  du  Chieu. 

Lather  Spaulding,  River  Falls.  W.  W.  Chadwick,  Monroe. 

E.  J.  Farr,  Eau  Claire. 


X.  The  Commander-in-Chief,  with  deep  regret,  announces  the  death  of 
Comrade  John  Acklet,  Commander  of  the  Department  of  South  Dakota, 
ut  Aberdeen,  S.  Dak.,  on  October  13th,  1896,  and  of  Comrade  Eugene  F. 
Weioei^  Past  Adjutant-General  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  October  23d,  1898.  Both  faithful  and  brave  soldiers  and  exem- 
plary citizens — they  have  gone  to  that  camp  on  the  other  shore,  where,  sooner 
or  later,  we  shall  all  assemble. 


XL  The  Commander  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac  warns  the 
comrades  against  one  Thomas  M.  Holden,  a  member  of  La  Fayette  Post  No. 
20,  of  that  Department,  who  is  making  unworthy  use  of  a  Leave  of  Absence 
card  procured  from  his  Post,  by  representing  himself  in  need  and  requesting 
relief 

The  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Oregon  warns  the  comrade.- 
against  one  Jake  Inbody,  Jr.,  late  of  Co.  **A,"  12th  Iowa  Infty.,  formerly  a 
member  of  Lincoln-Garfield  Post  No.  8,  Portland,  and  dishonorably  dis- 
charged by  sentence  of  court-martial  in  July,  1895.  He  lived  in  St.  Louis. 
Mo.,  from  April,  1896,  to  April,  1896,  where  he  went  by  the  name  of  John 
J.  Jacques,  and  had  previously  lived  at  Beatrice,  Neb.,  under  the  name  of 
John  Jones.  He  is  by  trade  a  painter  and  paper-hanger,  and  said  to  be  a 
good  workman.  Description :  About  60  years  of  age,  6  ft.  10  in.  high, 
weight  about  180  lbs.,  stout  build,  broad  shoulders,  full  face,  small  dark 
moustache,  dark  comp'exion,  hazel  eyes,  scant  brown  hair,  plausible  manners. 

XII.     Information  is  wanted  as  follows: 

By  Joel  E.  Cox,  No.  729  S.  8th  Str.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  the  addres.s  of 
Ross  Livinggood,  Co.  **K,"  7th  Minn.  Infty. 

At  these  Headquarters,  the  address  of  Louis  P.  Bourquin,  who  was  First 
Lieutenant  in  an  Illinois  regiment  in  1863,  and  who  re.sided  in  Chicago  in 
1881-82. 

By  Chas.  Miller,  Co.  "F,"  2d  U.  S.  Infty.,  the  address  of  two  comrades 
who  knew  him  in  1866.  Send  replies  to  Commander  of  Robt.  G.  Shaw  Post 
No.  112,  Tompkinsville,  N.  Y. 
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By  Mrs.  Louisa  Bogue,  03  Tilton'Str.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  the  address  of 
any  member  of  the  12th  Mass.  Inftry.,  who  knew  Almos  P.  Bogue. 

By  J.  W.  Mosher,  Box  88,  Kalkaska,  Mich.,  the  address  of  Irving  Gaines, 
landsman  U.  S.  Navy  from  1866  to  1868,  and  who  served  on  ships  Huntsville, 
Ticonderoga  and  Guai*d  during  that  time. 

By  Chas.  F.  Kennedy,  Adjt.  Post  No.  2,  Philadelphia,  the  address  of 
Wm.  G  McDonald,  Co.  **B,"  5th  N.  H.  Vols.,  Ist  Brig.,  1st  Div.,2d  Corps. 

The  address  of  any  person  who  knows  the  whereabouts,  if  living,  of 
Anthony  Slack,  who«nlisted  in  Ne^  York  City,  by  his  brother,  John  Slack, 
P.  O.  Dept.,  Lowell,  Mass. 

The  Anderson  Zouave  Assn.  (62d  N.  Y.)  wants  the  address  of  every  sur- 
viving member  of  the  old  Anderson  Zouaves.  Address  Capt.  Chas.  E.  Morse, 
Pres.,  No.  82  E.  10th  St.,  New  York. 

By  Geo.  Van  Arsdale,  736  Madison  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  the  address 
of  John  Marsb,  on  U.  S.  S.  Mystic  from  1862  to  1865. 

By  John  B.  Greenalgh,  196  Point  St.,  Providence,  R.  L,  the  address  of 
Geo.  H.  Reynolds,  Sergt.  Co.  "A,"  102d  N.  Y.  Vol.  Last  heard  from  at 
the  time  of  Gen.  Bank's  retreat  from  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 

By  James  Cook,  late  of  Co.  **B,"  29th  U.  S.  C.  T.,  the  address  of 
Richard  Thornton,  Jas.  Quann,  John  Lewis,  Chas.  Anderson,  or  any  other 
living  member  of  said  Co.     Address  care  A.  M.  Russell,  Valley  Falls,  Kan. 

Capt.  F.  Y.  Headley,  Secretary  Shiloh  Battlefield  Association,  Bunker 
Hill,  111.,  requests  that  all  survivors  of  that  battle  send  him  their  name,  rank, 
and  command  at  that  time,  together  with  their  P.  O.  address. 

XIII.  The  Adjutant- General  is  in  possession  of  the  discharge  of  David 
C  Adams,  Hospital  Steward,  U.  S.  A.,  dated  Camp  McDowell,  A.  T.,  De- 
cember 4, 1872.     This  is  reported  to  have  been  found  near  Peoria,  111. 

Also  Pension  Certificate  No.  61,666,  of  Warren  Slocum,  Priv.  Co.  "G," 
111th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  dated  July  20,  1867.  This  certificate  was  left  with  a  gen- 
tleman in  Portland,  Ore.,  a  number  of  years  ago,  and  nothing  has  been  heard 
from  the  beneficiary  since  October,  1876,  at  which  time  he  was  in  California. 

Owners  of  the  above  papers  or  their  heirs  can  obtain  possession  by 
nMiking  application  to  the  Adjutant- General. 

The  discharge  of  Chas.  Schmeid,  late  Private  Co.  "A,'*  57th  Pa.  Vet. 
Vols.,  has  been  placed  in  the  possession  of  P.  J.  O'Connor,  Asst.  Adj. -(Jen., 
Dept.  New  York.  The  owner  or  his  heirs  can  procure  the  same  by  making 
application  to  him  at  his  oflfice  in  Albany,  N.  Y. 

By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 
( ^om  mander-vu  Chitf. 


Ad^ntani'  Oenerai 
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Omaha,  Neb.,  January  7,  1897.  ( 
(tkxekal  Orders  } 
No.  4.  ) 

I.  The  National  CounterHign  for  1897  has  been  isHued,  and  will  be 
transmitted  from  Department  Headquarters  to  all  Posts  who  have  forwarded 
their  semi-annual  reports  and  per  capita  tax. 

II.  These  Headquarters  are  overwhelmed  with  applications  for  the 
endorsement  and  recommendation  of  parties  for  political  positions,  which 
obliges  the  Commander-in  Chief  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Order  to  Article 
XI,  Rules  and  Regulations,  which  reads  as  follows: 

**No  officer  or  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  shall  in 
any  manner  use  this  organization  for  partisan  purposes,  and  no  discussion  of 
partisan  questions  shall  be  permittea  at  any  of  its  meetings,  nor  shall  any 
nominations  for  political  office  be  made.^' 

It  is  a  plain  violation  of  this  rule  for  Posts,  or  Post  or  Department  offi- 
cers, in  their  official  capacity,  to  make  recommendations  or  ask  for  endorse- 
ments of  a  political  nature. 

These  Headquarters  will  in  no  ca^e  violate  the  rule,  and  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  urges  that  the  same  be  strictly  (tbaerved  by  officers  and  Posts. 

III.  The  Commander-in-Chief  desires  to  commend  to  the  kindly  offices 
and  co-operation  of  the  comrades  the  loyal,  patriotic,  and  self-sacriticing 
work  of  our  great  Auxiliary  Society,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps. 

This  body  of  devoted  women  has  expended  in  relief  work  for  our  or- 
ganization $1,871,832.08,  and  they  have,  by  their  aid  in  Post  work,  and  in 
watching  over  the  sick  and  needy,  endeared  themselves  to  us. 

Every  Post  should  have  a  Relief  Corps  attached  to  it. 

IV.  Recognizing  that  our  sons  must  take  up  the  work  we  soon  shall 
lay  aside — and  recognizing  also  the  great  importance  of  organization  in  their 
ranks  as  well  as  our  own,  the  (Jommander- in-Chief  most  heartily  commends 
to  all  Commanders  and  comrades  the  address  issued  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  directs  that  it  be  read  in  every  Post,  and  asks 
their  hearty  co-operation  in  sustaining  Camps  already  organized,  and  in  the 
organization  of  new  ones. 

V.  The  following  Staff  appointments  are  hereby  announced.  The 
comrades  so  appointed  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly: 

To  BK  Assistant  AaiuTAXT-GENERAi^  in  CiiARfJE  ok  Parai»k: 
Gen.  Peter  C.  Doyle,  BuflFalo,  X.  Y. 

To  be  Aides  o\  Military  Instruction  in  PrBi.u*  Sciiooi> : 

Alabama Geo.  H.  Patrick Montgomery. 

Arizona Wm.  H.  Ferguson Prescott. 

California  and  Nevada Ernst  A.  Denicke San  Francisco. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming J.  H.  Manderville Ft.  Collins. 
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Georgia :. .  .H.  F.  Atherton Fitzgerald. 

Indiana Wm.  M.  Cochran Indianapolis. 

Michigan Geo.  M.  Buck Kalamazoo. 

Nebraska H.  A.  La  Selle Beatrice. 

New  Jersey Warren  Lee  Goss Ratherford. 

Oregon Jas.  Jackson Portland. 

Vermont W.  L.  Greenleaf. Burlington. 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina  . . . .  W.  H.  Deaver Asheville,  N.  C. 

To  BE  AsaisTANT  Inspkctors-Gekeral  : 

Alabama A.  P.  Stone Birmingham. 

Arizona Charles  D.  Belden Prescott. 

Arkansas S.  H.  Sherlock Fort  Smith. 

California  and  Nevada Wesley  A.  Jacobs Oakland. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming Delos  L.  Holden Paeblo. 

Connecticut J.  Walcott  Wheeler Litchfield. 

Delaware Edwin  F.  Wood Dover. 

Florida Thomas  R.  Chapman St.  Petersburg. 

Georgia J.  H.  Rinard Tallapoosa. 

Idaho E.  S.  Whittier Pocatello. 

Illinois R.  H.  Peters Chicago. 

Indiana John  W.  Senior Madison. 

Indian  Territory — H.  P.  Estes Muskos^ee. 

Iowa Charles  Mackenzie Des  Moines. 

Kansas E.  A.  Waterhoute Leavenworth. 

Kentucky P.  H.  Keen Newport. 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi Thomas  McCormack New  Orleans. 

Maine Albert  J.  Crockett Rockland. 

Maryland Robert  H.  Cameron Baltimore. 

Massachusetts William  L.  Ross Boston. 

Michigan Austin  W.  Alvord Battle  Creek. 

Minnesota N.  A.  Gearhart Duluth. 

Missonri Jere  T.  Dew Kansas  City. 

Montana A.  E.  Gloyd Virginia  City. 

Nebraska 0.  G.  Bailey Bloomington. 

New  Hampshire Albert  L.  Hall Newport. 

New  Jersey James  M.  Atwood Trenton. 

New  Mexico William  M.  Berger Santa  Fe. 

New  York Lewis  E.  Griffith Troy. 

North  Dakota E.  Southard Cashel. 

Ohio J.  N.  Rose Marietta. 

Oklahoma J.  P.  Cummins Kingfisher. 

Oregon D.  H.  Turner Dundee. 

Pennsylvania John  Lee Pittsburg. 

Potomac Abraham  Hart Washington,  D.  C. 

Rhode  Island George  M.  Turner Providence. 
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South  Dakota Marcellus  B.  Kent Elk  Point. 

TennoMee A.  J.  Steele Memphis. 

Texas John  Roch Dublin. 

Utah CO.  Farnsworth Salt  Lake  City. 

Vermont M.  J.  Horton Poultney. 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina Edward  R.  Brink Richmond. 

Washington  and  Alaska George  W.  Tibbetts South  Bend. 

West  Virginia Jordan  McKee Parkersburg. 

Wisconsin John  W.  Ganes Lowell. 

To  BE  Aides-de-Camp  : 
Alabama. 
Geo.  Hoenig,  Cullman.  R.  H.  Allison,  Decatur. 

Geo.  C.  Brown,  Citronell. 

Arizona. 
Isaac  Jackson,  Phoenix. 
California  and  Nevada. 
G.W.Hyatt,  University,  Los  Angeles.       Sol.  Cahen,  San  Francisco. 
D.  8.  Blackburn,  Ventura.  S.  W.  Carpenter,  San  Francisco. 

Geo.  W.  Hopkins,  Areata.  J.  G.  C.  Lee,  San  Francisco. 

Geo.  T.  Downing,  Pasadena.  W.  G.  Hawley,  San  Jose. 

J.  A.  Munk,  Los  Angeles.  C.  V.  Kellogg,  Sacramento. 

T.  Curran,  San  Francisco.  C.  H.  Galusha,  Carson  City,  Nev. 

Colorado  and  Wyoming. 
B.  T.  Wells,  Denver.  P.  R.  Thombs,  Pueblo. 

Connecticut, 
Caleb  Wood,  South  Norwalk.  Samuel  G.  Cook,  Bradford. 

Geo.  J.  Schubert,  Bristol.  Walter  Price,  Pawcatuck. 

V.  F.  McNeil,  New  Haven.  Jerome  S.  Anderson,  Stonington. 

L.  Bartholmew,  Bridgeport. 

Georgia. 
S.  F.  B.  Gillespie,  Savannah. 
lUinois. 
Joseph  H.  Wood,  Chicago.  W.  H.  Rose,  Chicago. 

Geo.  W.  Grover,  Chicago.  Wm.  Deacon,  Sandwich. 

Jesse  G.  King,  Chicago.  H.  D.  Fulton,  Chicago. 

J.  M.  Van  Osdel,  Chicago.  Martin  Conrad,  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Bean,  Chicago.  R.  B.  Chappell,  Chicago. 

Jas.  G.  Everest,  Chicago.  M.  W.  Phalin,  Chicago. 

A.  H.  McCracken,  Chicago.  J.  S.  McClelland,  Chicago. 

L.  B.  Coupland,  Chicago.  Andrew  P.  Camp,  Chicago. 

C.  E.  Vaughan,  Union  Stock  Yards,  Chicago. 
Indiana. 
Henry  Tucker,  Logansport.  Joseph  Balsley,  Seymour. 

Z.  A.  Smith,  Indianapolis.  A.  G.  Hunger,  Versailles. 

John  H.  Killie,  Indianapolis. 
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Iowa. 

W.  T   Rigby,  Mt  Vernon. 

Kansas. 

Robert  Hopkins,  Garden  City. 
£.  E.  Chapman,  Concordia. 
Allen  Buckner,  Baldwin. 
C.  D.  Clark,  Minneapolis. 
G.  W.  Weed,  Topeka. 
J.  Allen  Porter,  Sterling. 
Kenttcckt/, 
Henry  C.  Pierce,  Louisville.  I.  N.  Chenowith,  Eighty-Eight. 


J.  Y.  Niles,  Topeka. 
J.  R.  Baird,  Spearville. 
C.  S.  Bowman,  Newton. 
L.  S.  Tucker,  Cawker. 
William  Drumhiller,  Logan. 


8.  G.  Parker,  Louisville. 
John  Barr,  Lebanon. 

W 

A.  S.  Bangs,  Augusta. 
M.  A.  Safford,.Kittery. 
F.  D.  Aldus,  Camden. 
Knowles  Bangs,  Freedom. 


Aaron  S.  Hicks,  Owensboro. 
C.  B.  Seidle,  Louisville. 
R.  Milward,  Lexington. 
Maine. 

Jason  Spear,  Warren. 
T.  E.  Goodwin,  Togus. 
E.  H.  Bryant,  Machias. 
Geo.  H.  Smith,  HouUon. 
W.  Z.  Clayton,  Bangor. 


C.  H.  Boardman,  Lynn. 
C.  H.  Coburn,  Lowell. 
Geo.  H.  Bonney,  Jr.,  Kingston. 
Edward  P.  Preble,  Boston. 
Edward  H.  Damon,  Haverhill. 
Chas.  S.  Anthony,  Taunton. 
Geo.  W.  Marsh,  Chelsea. 
Joseph  Shaw,  Fall  River. 
John  White,  Pittsfield. 
Geo.  E.  Fuller,  Monson. 
Frank  L.  Spear,  Orange. 
Harvey  T.  Buck,  Worcester. 
Geo.  W.  Mirick,  Worcester. 
Frank  H.  Bell,  Roxbury. 
Saml.  S.  Whitney,  Newton. 

Chas. 

F^ugene  Gardner,  Grand  Haven 
Joseph  Hilton,  Dundee. 
Ogden  Tomlinson,  Plainwell. 
James  Donaldson,  Ithaca. 
A.  B.  Chase,  Bangor. 
Adolph  Robinson,  Detrort. 


Massachtisetts. 

Elias  W.  Bourne,  Maiden. 

Herbert  J.  Brown,  Clinton. 

Wm.  H.  Warren,  Medford. 

Geo.  H.  Cutter,  Lexington. 

Francis  Locke,  Gloucester. 

Wm.  W.  Foster,  Springfield. 

Jno.  Macfarlane,  Lynn. 

Jas.  N.  Parker,  New  Bedford. 

Forest  B.  Chamberlain,  Springfield. 

E.  S.  Witherell,  Springfield. 

Geo.  S.  Bliss,  Warren. 

Geo.  L.  Goodale,  Boston. 

Walter  0.  Parker,  Ashburnham. 

Robert  W.  Spinney,  Medford. 

Chas.  Thompson,  Stoneham. 
C.  Adams,  Boston. 
Michigan. 

Eugene  Mufikt,  Detroit. 

Hiram  Sackett,  Edmore. 

Peter  B.  Cade,  Armada. 

E.  S.  Post,  Port  Huron. 

0.  C.  LaDu,  Howard  City. 

John  Kidder,  Detroit. 
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Chas.  J.  Stauff,  Wabasha. 

P.  H.  Duncan,  Mineral  Springs. 
J.  J.  Bruton,  Ozark. 
Adolph  Mueller,  St.  James. 
Christ  Fricke,  St.  Louis. 
Geo.  T).  Reynolds,  St.  ].(0ni8. 
Anthony  Roeslein,  St.  Louis. 
Jos.  A.  Wherry,  St.  Louis. 
Adam  Ofenstein,  St.  Louis. 


Minncitota. 

N.  U.  Beden,  Minneapolis. 
MuMottri. 

Alex.  McCandless,  Moberly. 

Geo.  W.  Cunningham,  Brunswick. 

J.  D.  Bush,  Marceline. 

Jos.  Vandolan,  Kahoka. 

C.  N.  Burnham,  Cameron. 

W.  J.  Elliott,  Kansas  City. 

John  Michel,  St.  Joseph. 

J.  G.  Ziramerer.  St.  I^ouis. 


H.  E.  Pond,  Red  Cloud 
A.  N.  Thomas,  Aurora. 


Geo.  Allan  Price,  Brooklyn. 
Robert  Wilson,  Newburgh. 
John  C.  Hatter,  Brooklyn. 
John  Mattock,  Brooklyn. 
Edwin  A.  Kennedy,  Brooklyn. 
J.  Trumper,  Brooklyn. 
Geo.  H.  Jackson,  Brooklyn. 
C.  Hull  Grant,  Brooklyn. 
T.  P.  Ford,  Brooklyn. 
Wm.  Ford,  New  York. 
Wm.  McHeury,  New  York. 
Bernard  McGuire,  New  York. 
A.  I).  McConihe,  West  Troy. 
W.  H.  Hall,  Saratoga. 
John  Parsons,  Kingsbridge. 

C.  FL  Schermerhorn,  Glean. 
Orra  Bennett,  Platlsburgh. 
S.  S.  Green,  Buffalo. 
Edgar  B.  Jewett,  Buffalo. 
Marcus  M.  Drake,  Buffalo. 

D.  Morganstein,  Buffalo. 
Chas.  A.  Orr,  Buffalo. 
Jos.  S.  Osborn,  Ogdensburg. 
Isaac  G.  Manning,  Poughkeepsie 
Henry  T.  Bartlett,  New  York. 
Archie  Baxter,  Elmira. 
Geo.  S.  Burke,  Rochester. 
John  M.  Marriott,  Vernon. 


Nfbraxka. 

H.  C.  Russell,  Lincoln. 

Maj.  D.  D.  Wheeler,  U.S.A.,  Omaha. 
New  Jersey. 
Chas.  F.  Hopkins,  Boonton. 
New  York. 

C.  S.  Lynde,  Daltou. 

Alvin  W.  Day,  Buffalo. 

Henry  J.  Baker,  Buffalo. 

Earnest  Baml>erg,  Buffalo. 

Adam  J.  Warner,  Buffalo. 

Chas.  McBean,  Buffalo. 

Harry  H.  Wells,  Buffalo. 

John  Perew,  Buffalo. 

Henry  Waterbur\',  Buffalo. 

John  Dambach,  Buffalo. 

Robert  W.  Voas,  Buffalo. 

John  Dover,  Buffalo. 

lien.  H.  Wilson,  Buffalo. 

Alfred  H.  Neal,  Buffalo, 

Joseph  E.  Ewell,  Buffalo. 

James  Shanahan,  Buffalo. 

Frank  Myers,  Buffalo. 

John  Leib,  Buffalo. 

Robert  F.  Atkins,  Buffalo. 

Adam  Schell,  Buffalo. 

Horace  A.  Noble,  Buffalo. 

Walter  T.  Smith,  Buffalo. 

(leo.  W.  Flynn,  Buffalo. 

La  Rue  Peck,  Buffalo. 

(leo.  W.  Stowits,  Buffalo. 

Chas.  H.  Dobbins,  Buffalo. 

1).  S.  Alej^apder,  Buffalo. 

James  E.  Curtis,  Buffalo. 
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Ohio. 
Abraham  Clarkson,  Zanesville.  E.  L.  Patterson,  Cleveland. 

Pennsylvania. 

C.  H.  Miller,  Pittsburg  H.  R.  Breneman,  Lancaster. 

Wm.  Emslej,  Philadelphia.  Frances  Deufer,  Allentown. 

Henry  F.  Glass,  Philadelphia.  John  C.  Fisher,  Allegheny. 
Thos.  G.  Sample,  Allegheny.          .         Max  Klein,  Allegheny. 

Chas.  C.  Wartman,  Philadelphia.  Enos  T.  Hall,  Scranton. 

Matthew  Patterson,  Philadelphia.  R.  A.  Dempsey,  Bradford. 

Edgar  Welsh,  Philadelphia.  J.  V.  Stoer,  Pittsburg. 

Herman  W.  Lentz,  Philadelphia.  W.  T.  Bradbury,  Allegheny. 

Ben.  L.  Myers,  Philadelphia.  W.  H.  Bricker,  Beaver  Falls. 

Frank  Ehrman,  Philadelphia.  William  Hasson,  Oil  City. 

Isaiah  Michiner,  Philadelphia.  M.  C.  Zahniser,  Mercer. 

Jonas  Undercofler,  Philadelphia.  Geo.  D.  Runk,  Clearfield. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  Pittsburg.  Abram  S.  Schropp,  Bethlehem. 

E.  C.  Eben,  Reading.  Thomas  Fording,  Pittsburg. 

Thomas  Potts,  Johnstown.  Wm.  R.  Parks,  Easton. 

A.  W.  Moore,  York.  J.  B.  Jordan,  Punxsutawney. 

John  Hancock,  Pittsburg.  Amos  F.  Johnston,  Sharon. 

David  W.  Miller,  Lebanon.  S.  S.  Marvin,  Pittsburg. 

H.  C.  Demming,  Harrisburg.  Geo.  W.  Robinson,  Tionesta. 

John  McNevin,  Altoona.  W.  J.  Harshaw,  Grove  City. 

David  Bly,  Williamsport.  J.  J.  Henderson,  Meadville. 

W.  F.  Lutje,  Erie.  W.  G.  Madge,  Greenville. 

R.  H.  Jones,  Reading.  William  H.  Jones,  Pottstown. 
Jas.  F.  Morrison,  Philadelphia. 

Polotnac. 
R.  W.  Montgomery,  Washington.  Howard  M.  Gillman,  Washington. 

J.  Harry  Jenks,  Washington.  M.  M.  Parker,  Washington. 

Richard  Bennett,  Washington.  John  Joy  Edson,  Washington. 

Bhoie  Island. 
Lewis  T.  Clawson,  Westerly.  Seth  S.  Getchell,  Woonsocket. 

Joseph  H.  Kendrick,  Providence.  Chas.  A.  Barbour,  Bristol. 

Vermont. 
Q.  0.  Smith,  Chelsea. 

Virginia. 

Dan'l  Rahley,  Petersburg.  J.  T.  Carr,  Portsmouth. 

John  A.  Wagner,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Washington  and  Alaska. 

Thad.  S.  Smith,  Port  Townsend. 

Wisconsin. 

Geo.  W.  Morton,  Berlin,  vice  E.  I.  Kidd,  declined. 
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To  BE  Chief  Bugler: 
Everett  H.  Rexford,  Blue  Island,  111. 

VI.  Corrections. 

Thomas  J.  Sample,  member  of  Committee  on  School  Histories,  should 
be  Thomas  G.  Sample. 

Austin  D.  Barlow,  A.  D.  C,  Dept.  of  Illinois,  should  be  Austin  D, 
Barber. 

Chas.  R.  Marburg,  A.  D.  C,  Dept.  of  Maryland,  should  be  Chas.  L. 
Marburg. 

John  L.  Scott,  A.  D.  C,  Dept.  of  Maryland,  should  be  John  L.  Cost. 

VII.  G.  A.  Routledge,  who  was  dishonorably  discharged  by  sentence 
of  H  court-martial  of  Sumner  Post  No.  12,  Department  of  Oregon,  having 
made  application  for  reinstatement  in  said  Post— and  said  Post  unanimously 
asking  that  the  sentence  be  remitted,  which  petition  is  approved  by  the  De- 
partment Commander— the  disability  resting  upon  said  G.  A.  Routledge,  by 
reason  of  the  sentence  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby  removed,  and  Sumner 
Post  No.  12,  Department  of  Oregon,  is  authorized  to  again  receive  him  into 
membership. 

VIII.  The  proceedings,  findings,  and  sentence  of  the  court-martial 
of  Comrade  Lucius  W.  Bisseli,  of  John  Sedgwick  Post  No.  4,  Department  of 
New  Hampshire,  from  which  the  said  Lucius  W.  Bisseli  appealed  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  are  hereby  approved  and  confirmed,  and  the  said  Luciun 
W.  Bis-ell  is  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

IX.  Veteran  Post  No.  5,  Department  of  Ohio,  located  at  the  National 
Military  Home,  and  composed  of  comrades  from  almost  every  Department, 
desires  to  obtain  for  its  library  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  each  Department 
Encampment,  for  reading  and  reference.  Department  Commanders  will 
confer  a  favor  on  the  boys  by  complying  with  their  request  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability. 


X.  With  a  deep  sense  of  sorrow  at  the  loss,  and  of  sympathy  for  the 
survivors  of  her  family,  the  announcement  is  made  of  the  death  of  Mr!<. 
Sarah  C.  Mink,  Past  National  President  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  at  Water- 
town,  N.  Y.,  on  December  3d,  1896.  She  was  a  faithful  and  untiring  worker 
in  the  good  cause. 


By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 

Command  er-iti' Chief. 


Adjutant'  Genera!. 
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INFORMATION  WANTED. 

j?W  Adjutants  are  at  liberty  to  dttach  this  sheet  from  General  Orders^ 
for  the  purpose  of  posting  it  up  in  the  Post  Room. 

At  these  Headquarters,  the  address  of  any  surviving  member  of  Batter)^ 
**  D,'  2d  III.,  Light  Arty.,  who  knew  F.  E.  P.  Felden,  a  member  of  said 
Battery. 

By  Chas.  A.  Hancock,  No.  230  Adelaide  Ave.,  Providence,  R.  L,  the 
address  of  one  or  more  members  of  Co.  **K,^*  4th  N.  Y.  Vols.,  who  knew 
Oliver  L.  Swift,  a  member  of  that  Co. 

By  Victor  Sanford,  Soldiers'  Home,  Mich  ,  the  address  of  Col.  Sidell, 
formerly  commanding  3d  Ohio  Vol.  Cav'y. 

By  Geo.  Adkin,  54  Catherine  St.,  Muskegon,  Mich.,  the  address  of  his 
brother,  Chas.  Adkin,  Co.  **D,''  22d  Mich.  Vol.  Infty. 

By  Philip  Roach,  late  Serg't  Go.  **D,"  2d  U.  S.  Cav  y,  National  Sol- 
diers* Home,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  the  address  of  Wm.  B.  Brown,  Serg't  Co. 
**  I,"  5th  N.  J.  Infty.,  and  1st  Serg't  Co.  "I),'  2d  U.  S.  Cav'y. 

By  John  Wright,  Corp.  Co.  *'F,"  2d  Wise.  Vol.  Infty.,  the  address  of 
Capt.  Parsons,  of  said  Co. 

By  Geo.  H.  Robinson,  As.«t.  Adjt.-Gen.,  Dept.  of  California  and  Ne- 
vada, the  address  of  A.  L.  Weeks,  Co.  **  E,"  26th  Mass.  Infty. 

Information  i.s  warned  of  Azro  Buzzell,  who  is  said  to  have  died  in 
prison  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  in  1865,  also  of  John  t'.  Sawyer,  46th  N.  Y.  Infty., 
who  is  said  lo  have  been  with  Buz/ell  when  he  died — by  Hannah  Snow, 
Sharon,  Vt.,  mother  of  Azro  Buzzell/ 

By  John  Fergerson,  29  Beech  St.,  F'itchburg,  Mass.,  the  address  of  any 
member  of  Co.  **  K."  47th  Ohio  Infty.,  who  knew  Thos.  Danton.  of  said  Co., 
from  Atlanta,  Ga  ,  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

By  Philip  Wolf,  400  Madison  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  addre.ss  of  his 
father,  Joseph  Wolf,  Co.  *'H,"  111th  Pa.  Vol.  Infty.,  if  living,  or  informa- 
tion  about  him  if  dead.     Was  last  heard  of  some  twenty  years  ago. 


Gkker.\i-  Orders) 


He.4I)<^I  ARTKRS    Gr.4N1)    ArMV    OK   THE   RePI'BI.IC,  \ 

Omaha,  Neb.,  March  4,  1897.  ] 


No.  5. 

I.  A  most  cordial  invitation  has  been  extended,  through  these  Head- 
quarters, to  the  (jrand  Array  of  the  Republic,  both  as  Posts  and  individuals, 
by  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Grant  Monument  Municipal  Inaugural  Pa- 
rade, to  attend  the  dedication  of  the  Memorial  Monument  erected  to  the 
memory  of  our  Great  Comrade  and  Commander.  General  U.  S.  Grant,  by  the 
city  and  people  of  New  York,  in  that  city,  on  April  27th  next. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  and  Staff  will  be  present  and  assume  com- 
mand of  the  (r.  A.  R.  Division,  and  he  hopes  to  see  as  many  comrades  a.s 
can  possibly  arrange  to  do  so,  present  to  participate  in  this  great  tribute. 
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The  parade  will  occur  at  such  an  hour  as  will  permit  of  Posts  within 
reasonable  distance  coming  into  the  city,  participating  in  the  parade,  and  re- 
turning the-iwme  day. 

While  there  are  no  funds  to  provide  entertainment  for  visiting  Posts 
and  comrades,  yet  quarters  for  such  at  reasonable  rates  may  be  had  by  ad- 
dressing the  committee,  at  No.  1,  Broadway,  N.  Y.,  where  information  as 
to  points  of  rendezvous,  route,  and  other  particulars  may  be  obtained. 

II.  The  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  directed  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  matter  of  histories  in  use  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  country  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  subject  of  the  late  war. 

Such  committee  was  named  in  General  Orders  No.  2,  and  is  giving  the 
subject  careful  and  thorough  consideration. 

An  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  dated  Januarj*  15,  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Order. 

**WixcHE8TER,  Ind.,  January  16,  1897. 
**(}en.  T.  S.  CiARKSON,  Commander-in-Chief  J  G,  A.  R. 

Dear  Sir  akd  Comrade:  I  have  just  returned  from  the  meeting  of  our 
Committee  on  School  Histories,  held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Jan.  13th  and  14th 
I  had,  before  the  meeting,  been  in  correspondence  with  the  Commanders  of 
the  several  Departments  in  the  Northern  States,  in  which  I  include  West 
Virginia  and  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  to  be  considered  at  this 
meeting,  and  the  general  inrterest  manifested  in  the  work  of  the  committee 
was  very  gratifying.  Through  this  correspondence  I  was  able  to  lay  before 
the  committee,  information  as  to  the  leading  histories  used  in  the  public 
schools  in  the  several  states,  the  manner  in  which  they  were  selected,  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  methods  of  securing  proper  action  in  regard  to  the 
adoption  of  a  better  history  of  the  war  period.  I  had,  also,  secured  copies 
of  most  of  the  leading  school  histories  in  use  in  our  public  si  hools,  and  had 
examined  many  of  them  belore  the  meeting,  making  notes  of  the  points  to  be 
laid  before  the  committee;  with  this  material  at  hand  we  were  able  to  go  di- 
rectly to  the  consideration  of  the  character  of  the  text-books  used  for  teach- 
ing the  history  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  its  causes  and  results. 

"The  other  members  of  the  committee  had  given  these  subjects  some 
investigation,  and  as  soon  as  our  session  commenced  we  proceeded  to  the 
examination,  together,  of  the  several  histories,  which  had  been  procured 
for  that  purpose.  After  a  careful  examination,  and  the  exchange  of  views 
by  the  members  of  the  committee,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  that  no 
history  in  use  as  a  text-book  gives  such  an  account  of  the  war  period  as  en- 
titles it  to  the  commendation  of  the  committee;  that  no  one  of  them  makes 
any  use  of  this  important  period  in  our  histoi7  and  of  its  great  events,  to 
teach  lessons  of  patriotism;  that  the  child  without  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion would  be  entirely  unable  to  determine  whether  there  was  any  difference 
in  the  patriotism  of  those  who  fought  for  the  preservation  of  the  '  National 
Unity,'  and  those  who  fought  for  the  destruction  of  our  Government;  that 
there  is  in  all  of  them  a  general  tendency  to  enlarge  upon  and  exaggerate  the 
soldierly  qualities  of  the  confederates  and  to  belittle  the  valor  and  achieve- 
raent£  of  those  who  fought  upon  the  other  side;  that  some  of  those  most  ex- 
tensively used  are  so  unpatriotic  in  sentiment  as  to  justify  the  most  severe 
condemnation.'- 

This  is  a  subject  of  vital  interest  to  the  country  we  helped  to  save. 

A  full  report  will  be  made  by  the  committee  to  the  Thirty-first  National 
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EncampmeDt,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Encampment  will  give  this  important 
subject  the  most  careful  consideration. 

in.  The  Commander-in-Chief  takes  this  opportunity  of  reminding 
the  comrades  throughout  the  land,  that  the  *'daj  of  all  days''  for  us — Me- 
morial Day — is  not  far  off,  and  that  contributions  are  desirable  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  flags  and  pecuniary  assistance  to  our  comrades  in  the 
Southern  Departments,  living  in  the  vicinity  of  National  Cemeteries,  to  en- 
able them  to  properly  decorate  the  graves  of  our  comrades  who  are  there 
sleeping  their  last  sleep.  Let  comrades  contribute  for  this  purpose  to  the 
extent  of  their  ability. 

Department  Commanders  are  requested  to  mention  this  in  General 
Orders. 

Remittances  should  he  sent  to  the  Adjutant- General,  by  whom  they  will 
be  turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster- General  for  proper  distribution  among 
the  several  Departments  upon  proper  requisition. 

IV.  The  comrades  named  below  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee 
upon  the  erection  of  a  monument  commemorative  of  the  devotion  and  heroic 
deeds  of  the  women  of  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  under  the 
instructions  of  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment : 

Ell  Torrance,  Chairman Minneapolis,  Minn. 

S.  S.  Burdette Washington,  D.  C. 

Ira  M.  Hedges Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 

Charles  Townsend Athens,  Ohio. 

James  A.  Sexton Chicago,  III. 

Geo.  A.  Newman Cedar  Falls,  la. 

Washington  Gardner Lansing,  Mich. 

V.  Under  instructions  of  the  National  Encampment  held  in  Detroit, 
for  the  erection  of  a  Memorial  in  the  Capital  in  Washington  to  our  late  Com- 
rade Ulysses  S.  Grant,  the  following  comrades  were  appointed  as  a  **  Grant 
Memorial  Committee,"  under  General  Orders  No.  1,  Headquarters  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  dated  Albany,  N.  Y.,  August  17,  1891 : 

S.  S.  Burdette,  Chairman Washington,  D.  C. 

Russell  A.  Alger Detroit,  Mich. 

Wheelock  G.  Veazey Washington,  D.  C. 

Robert  B.  Beath Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Selden  Connor Portland,  Me. 

E.  S.  Gray Middleport,  Ohio. 

Horace  S.  Clark Mattoon,  III. 

This  committee,  since  its  existence,  has  made  reports  of  its  action  to 
every  National  Encampment,  except  the  Thirtieth,  and  has  been  continued 
from  year  to  year.  It  is  still  **on  duty*'  under  authority  of  the  Twenty- 
ninth  National  Encampment. 
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The  total  receipts  for  the  Grant  Memorial  Fund  hnve  been §11,1*26  67 

And  the  total  disbursements 6,198  25 

licaving  a  balance  on  hand,  as  per  the  last  report  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General      $5,788  42 

VI.     The   following   Staff  appointments  are  hereby  announced.     The 
comrades  so  appointed  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

To   BE    AlDK  ON   MlUT.\RY   In'STRUCTIOX    IN    PUBUC    ScHOOl^S  : 

North  Dakota. 
A.  P.  Rounsevell,  Larimore. 

To  BE  Assistant  Inspector-General: 

.S.  W.  Hoffman,  Elk  Point,  S.  Dak.,  for  the  Department  of  South  Dakota, 
vice  Mareellus  B.  Kent,  resigned. 

To  BE  Aides-de-Camp: 

Connecticut. 
H.  L.  Beach,  Hartford. 
Florida. 
J.  F.  Chase,  St.  Petersburg. 
Illinais. 
Bradley  Dean,  Chicago.  Jos.  E.  Evans,  Montieello. 

M.  D.  Birge,  Chicago.  Wm.  B.  Keeler,  Chicago. 

John  Ampey,  Chicago,  D.  W.  Mills,  Chicago. 

E.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Chicago.  John  C.  Rickey,  Mt.  Sterling. 

J.  L.  Locke,  Chicago. 
Imoa. 
li.  J.  Leech,  West  Branch.  Edward  R.  Mason,  Des  Moines. 

Kansas. 
C.  C.  McCarthy,  Nortonville.  Daniel  McTaggart,  Independence. 

R.  D.  Talbot,  Parsons. 

Maryland. 
John  E.  Hough,  Baltimox*e. 

Ma^sachnsetts, 
G.  B-  Wilbur,  Central  Village.  H.  H.  Baker,  Hyannis. 

Thoma.s  Swasey,  Marblehead.  Geo.  T.  Sleeper,  Winthroj>. 

Wm.  B.  Arnold,  North  Abington.  Geo.  W.  Nason,  Boston. 

Henry  Parsons,  Marlboro.  D wight  0.  Judd,  Uolyoke. 

Michigan. 
Joseph  H.  Powell,  Sears. 
Missouri. 
Thos.  H.  Macklind,  St.  Louis.  Joseph  E.  Abel,  St.  Louis. 

2S 
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Franklin  Sweet,  Clarks. 
Wm.  F.  Cody,  North  Platte. 

E.  G.  Tuckermau,  New  York. 
Jas.  H.  Ronalds,  Brooklyn. 
J.  P.  Foster,  Geneva. 
Frank  J.  Regan,  East  Aurora. 
H.  A.  Wiley,  Springwater. 
E.  B.  French,  Bell  more. 
Wm.  M.  Kenyon,  Rochester. 
Robert  Bushby,  Cortland. 
T.  J.  Bell,  Auburn. 
Wm.  Benson,  Haverstraw. 

Alf.  L.  Conklin,  Columbus. 
Chas.  B.  Palmer,  Columbus. 
Henry  Sneders,  Cincinnati. 
H.  E.  Barlow,  Columbus. 
R.  G.  Warner,  Columbus. 
John  W.  Chapin,  Oolumbus. 
J.  E.  Shellenberger,  Piqua, 
J.  W.  On-,  Piqua. 
W.  W.  Levering,  Piqua. 
L.  L.  Speagh,  Troy. 
Geo.  Green,  Troy. 
Henry  L.  Morey,  Hamilton. 
Geo.  W.  Schachleiter,  Ironton. 
Josh.  B.  Davis,  Sandusky. 
James  M.  Hall,  Toledo. 
Thos.  Crofts,  Toledo. 
Jos.  A.  Stipp,  Toledo. 

D.  H.  Austin,  Toledo. 
T.  B.  Marshall,  Sidney. 

E.  E.  Nutt,  Sidney. 

W.  W.  Crane,  Tippecanoe. 
John  Ashworth,  Tippecanoe  Ci 
N.  H.  Albaugh,  Tadmor. 
J.  W.  R.  Cline,  Springfield. 
B.  H.  Millikan,  Washington  C 
W.  V.  Lawrence,  Chillicothe. 
D.  M.  Burchtield,  Athens. 
Fen  Ion  Bagley,  Zunesville. 
J.  R.  John.ston,  Youngstown. 
J.  C.  Ullery,  Covington. 


ity 


H. 


Nebraska. 

S.  K.  Spalding,  Omaha. 

Geo.  W.  Martin,  North  Bend. 
New  York. 

James  Dean,  Brooklyn. 

Stephen  N.  Norris,  Brooklyn. 

Wm.  H.  Cahill,  Waterrliet 

Jos.  V.  McMullin,  New  York. 

Daniel  F.  Crowley,  New  York. 

Jacob  Robertson,  New  York. 

H.  M.  Mould,  Keeseville. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  Olean. 

Roman  Ovenburg,  Rochester. 

Jeremiah  L.  Hickey,  New  York. 
Ohio. 

Asa  Jenkins,  Wilmington. 

L.  H.  Inseho,  Newark. 

Josiah  Allen,  Athens. 

R.  S.  Enos,  Ada. 

Geo.  B.  Whitcomb,  Cincinnati. 

A.  C.  Dillman,  Bryant. 

Frank  Gillmore,  Chillicothe. 

Chas.  H.  Newton,  Marietta. 

Bennett  Carter,  Cincinnati. 

H.  S.  Prophet,  Lima. 

A.  A.  Taylor,  Cambridge. 
Luther  Stewart,  New  Lexington. 
Samuel  Welch,  Uhrichsville. 

J.  T.  Hobbs,  Cleveland. 
G.  A.  Hubbard,  Berea. 
W.  S.  Springsteen,  Cleveland. 
Henry  Wagner,  Cincinnati. 
Matthew  Euhn,  Cincinnati. 
Chas.  H.  Wentzel,  Cincinnati. 
Chas.  Enslin,  Cincinnati. 
J.  L.  Gaul,  Cincinnati. 
D.  R.  Herrick,  Cincinnati. 
T.  C.  Snyder,  Canton. 
Henry  S.  Moses,  Canton. 

B.  F.  Reynolds,  Canton. 
Joshua  Hunt,  Canton. 
Jos.  Vignos,  Louisville. 
B.  M.  Moulton,  Lima. 
M.  E.  Boysell,  Lima. 
F.  D.  Louthan,  Lima. 
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R.  Cantwell,  Covington. 
J.  C.  Roland,  Cleveland. 

E.  L.  Pardee,  Cleveland. 
J.  C.  Shields,  Cleveland. 

F.  R.  Bell,  Cleveland. 

John  Stephenson,  Mt.  Vernon. 
John  Hudson,  Millersburg. 
J.  H.  Ridgley,  Tiffin. 
J.  Warren  Keifer,  Springfield. 

O.  Harry  Davis,  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  W.  Baker,  Pittabnrgh. 

Francis  A.  Beater,  Washington 


J.  H.  Taylor,  Unopolis. 

E.  O.  Thomas,  Dayton. 

Henry  Kissenger,  Dayton. 

H.  S.  Rockey,  Dayton. 

M.  W.  Lasure,  Enon. 

H.  C.  Hoff,  Miamisbnrg. 

L.  R.  Howell,  ChHstiansbnrg. 

W.  G.  Alexander,  Toledo. 

Henry  G.  Crom,  Lima. 
Penmylrania, 

Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Norristown. 

J.  Henry  Holcombj  Philadelphia. 
Potomac. 

Sidney  L.  Willson,  Washington. 
Tennessee, 


A.  W.  Wills,  Nashville. 

Texas, 

E.  G.  Rust,  Houston. 

VII.  The  address  of  Comrade  Chas.  D.  Belden,  Assistant  Inspector- 
General,  Department  of  Arizona,  is  Phoenix,  Arizona. 

The  address  of  Comrade  D.  C.  .Milner,  member  of  the  Committee  on 
School  Histories,  is  changed  from  Manhattan.  Kan.,  to  Armour  Institute, 
Chicago,  111. 

VIII.  The  Department  of  Connecticut  warns  the  Order  against  one 
Allen  Jones,  a  member  of  Burpee  Post  No.  71,  Department  of  Connecticut, 
Rockville,  who  has  been  soliciting  and  receiving  aid  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Virginia,  on  the  strength  of  a  leave  of  absence  card  procured  by  him 
before  leaving  Rockville.     He  is  stated  to  be  a  fraud. 


IX.  Comrades,  the  Great  Reaper  has  been  very  busy  in  our  ranks 
lately. 

With  sorrow  the  death  is  announced  of  Comrade  Major  Geneml  John 
C.  Robinson,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  on  February  18th. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  cannot  more  fittingly  express  his  sentiments 
than  by  quoting  from  the  General  Order  of  the  Commander  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  New  York,  **In  Memoriam'^ 

**  Over  in  the  beautiful  land  to  which  we  trust  our  comrade  has  gone, 
we  may  not  doubt  he  is  free  from  the  pains  that  he  so  long  endured  here — 
and  when  we  gather  at  the  river,  is  it  not  a  sweet  consolation  to  think,  that 
among  the  loved  and  lost  he,  our  comrade,  may  meet  us  on  the  other  side.'^ 

The  prescribed  badge  of  mourning  will  be  worn  by  officers,  when  on 
duty,  for  a  period  of  thirty  days  from  the  receipt  of  this  order,  as  a  token  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  Comrade  Robinson. 
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The  deaths  are  further  anoounced  of  Comrade  Joseph  C.  Hill,  Past 
Commander  of  the  Department  of  Maryland  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  December 
30th,  1896.  Comrade  J.  R.  Elliott,  Past  Commander  of  the  Department  of 
Utah,  at  Ogden,  Utoh,  October  80th,  1896.  Comrade  George  S.  Roper, 
Aide-de-Camp  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  at  Rockford,  Ilk, 
February  8d,  1897.  Comrade  Edmund  F.  Prentiss,  Aide-de-Camp  on  the 
Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  February  6th,  1897. 


By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARK80N, 

Commander-in-  Chitf, 


Adjutant'  Oeneral. 

INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Post  Adjutants  are  at  liberty  to  detach  this  sheet  from  GenercU  Orders, 
for  the  purpose  of  posting  it  up  in  the  Post  Room, 

By  Leonard  Raschbacher,  No.  88,  Monument  Place,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
^e  addresses  of  Hez  Hutchinson,  Abraham  Oats,  B.  F.  Owen,  James  Owen, 
Aug.  Saterfield,  WilliamlHutton,  all  of  Co.  "  F,"  1st  Indiana  Heavy  Artilleiy. 

By  R.  Q.  Tenny,  Adj*t  Post  No.  7,  Ft.  Collins,  Colo.,  the  address  of 
any  member  of  Co.  **E,"  149th  N.  Y.  Infantry,  in  May,  1864,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  Co.  **  H,'*  102d  N.  Y.  Infantry,  in  June,  1866,  who  knew  John  Crane, 
who  enlisted  at  Berlin,  N.  Y.,  May  8d,  1864. 

By  Mrs.  Mary  Cook,  Ft.  Collins,  Colo.,  the  address  of  any  Comrade 
who  knew  Reuben  B.  Cook,  Co.  "  D,"  67th  Indiana  Infantry. 

By  Joseph  Le  Grand,  P.  0.  Box  217,  Wallace,  Idaho,  the  address  o(^ 
Edward  Fitzgeraldine,  1st  Sergeant  Co.  **D,"  6th  U.  S.  Infantry,  in  1868, 
and  of  Thomas  Gray,  Sergeant  in  same  Co.,  in  1866. 

By  Charles  Cohn,  627  East  84th  Str.,  New  York,  the  address  of  any 
surviving  members  of  Co.  "  K,"  1st  Louisiana  Vol. 

By  A.  D.  McConihe,  1726  Broadway,  Watervliet,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of 
John  Acheson,  John  Flynn,  Charles  Campbell,  John  Williams,  Matthew  or 
Con.  Boyle,  John  J.  Furrie,  David  Stratton,  Robert  Adams,  all  members  of 
Co.  *'A,"  6th  U.  S.  Cavalry,  in  1864. 

By  J.  W.  Rigby,  Wood  River,  Ore.,  the  addresses  of  Wm.  Brother?? 
Albert  Masterman  and  Wm.  McKee,  28th  Iowa  Infantry,  also  of  Wm.  P- 
Daniels,  1st  Mo.  Light  Artillery. 

By  H.  C.  Chancellor,  Minden  Mines,  Mo.,  the  address  of  the  surgeon^ 
ill  charge  of  Hospital  No.  10,  New  Albany,  Ind.,  during  1862  and  1868;  also 
»f  Hospital  Steward  Perry,  of  the  same  hospital. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GBAND  ABMY  OP  THE  REPUBLIC.  357 

By  J.  S.  Qilmore,  Box  211,  Colambia,  Tenn.,  the  address  of  any  mem- 
ber of  Col.  Wiley's  regiment,  which  camped  near  Conesville,  Giles  Co., 
Tenn.,  in  1862,  and  of  Col.  Wheat's  regiment,  which  camped  at  Shelbyville, 
Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.,  in  1862. 

By  James  Fly,  Rockland,  Me.,  the  address  of  any  member  of  Co.  "K,*^ 
2d  Maine  Infantry,  Co.  "A,"  17th  Maine  Infantry,  or  First  Maine  Heavy 
Artillery,  who  remember  him  in  either  of  those  regiments. 

By  Orra  Bennett,  Box  399,  Platteburg,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of  Russell 
P.  Forkey,  of  2d  N.  Y.  (Lincoln)  Cavalry,  or,  if  dead,  any  circumstances 
connected  with  his  death.     He  was  last  heard  from  in  1867. 

By  Thomas  L.  Richardson,  Eighty-eighth  Ky.,  the  address  of  Craig 
Poglesonger,  68d  N.  Y.,  Thos.  B.  Grant,  9th  Ohio  Infantry,  and  Isaac  Favor, 
40th  Ohio  Infantry,  who  were  on  detached  service  at  Woodyard,  Louisville, 
Ky.,  in  spring  1866. 

By  Geo.  H.  Alfred,  Attleboro,  Mass.,  the  address  of  James  M.  Alfred, 
who  served  in  Capt.  Best's  Battery  **F"  of  the  regular  army.  Last  heard 
from  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  twenty  years  ago. 

By  Jas.  E.  Byrne,  No.  418  Chalkstone  Ave.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  the 
address  of  any  member  of  Co.  "K,"  8d  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  between  Sept.,  1864, 
and  June,  1865. 

By  Wm.  Nelson,  No.  6  Shattuck  street,  Nashau,  N.  H.,  the  address  of 
Col.  Jas.  B.  Montgomery,  2d  South  Carolina  Infantry  (colored)  (85th  U.  S. 
C.  T.),  or  Capt.  Montgomery,  of  same  regiment,  or  Capt  F.  M.  Faircloth 
or  any  of  the  officers  and  men  who  were  on  the  ^'Boston"  on  the  expedition 
up  the  Ashepoo  river,  May  24th  and  25th,  1864. 

By  W.  V.  G.  Riblet,  156  Ninth  Ave.,  New  York  City,  of  Wm.  Ste- 
phanie, late  of  Co.  **D,"  18th  Ind.  Vols.,  who  was  detached  to  1st  U.  S.  Vols. 
by  Special  Order  No.  198,  Headquarters  Department  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  dated  July  21st,  1864. 

By  A.  D.  Moore,  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  the  address  of  Amos  F.  Blair  and 
James  Carroll,  both  of  Co.  "E,"  186th  N.  Y.  Vols. 

By  Henry  M.  Brown,  Wellsboro,  Pa.,  the  address  of  Capt.  Marshall 
A.  Ferris,  Lieut.  Christopher  Reed,  and  Chas.  Sperry,  of  the  30th  Mass.  In- 
fantry. 

By  Mrs.  Isabel  Clark- Jenks,  Mogollon,  N.  Mex.,  information  of  the 
whereabouts  of  Hugh  G.  W.  Scott,  who  enlisted  from  southern  Iowa,  and 
crossed  the  plains  with  her  father's  family  in  1866. 

By  W.  E.  Leighton,  Pembroke,  Me.,  informaiion  regarding  the  capture 
and  imprisonment  of  Freeman  Reynolds,  Co.  '^M,*'  8d  Mass.  Cavalry. 

TTie  address  of  relatives  of  John  Bigle,  formerly  of  25th  Mich.  Vol. 
Infantry,  who  died  about  two  years  ago  near  Cassopolis,  Mich.  He  appeared 
to  have  no  home,  was  buried  by  comrades  of  the  local  Post  No.  157,  G.  A. 
R.  of  Cassopolis.  His  effects,  consisting  of  clothing,  pictures,  pension  papers, 
etc.,  are  now  in  possession  of  Norris  Richardson,  the  Post  Commander  at 
Cassopolis,  Mich.,  to  whom  communication  should  be  addressed. 
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•  Hamilton  D.  Beam,  Co.  **  I,"  48th  New  York  Vols.,  lost  his  discharge  in 
1865.  Any  one  having  said  discharge,  or  any  information  concerning  it,  will 
please  address  Wm.  J.  Barry,  Adjt,  32  Goerck  Str.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Comrade  Geo.  W.  Roberts,  box  856,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  in  his  pos- 
session a  badge  inscribed  as  follows:  "Presented  to  Capt.  James  E.  Thorn- 
dike,  Addl.  Aide-de-Camp,  U.  S.  A.,  for  meritorious  services,  etc."  The 
owner  or  his  heirs  can  obtain  the  same  by  applying  to  Comrade  Roberts. 

By  Mrs  Hessie  Phillips,  No.  800  So.  14 J  Str.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  the 
address,  if  living,  or  evidence  of  death,  if  dead,  of  Leander  W.  Davis,  late 
Co.  ''F,"  30th  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

By  Ransom  La  Duke,  lona,  Mich.,  the  address  of  James  Parker,  Har' 
vey  T.  Hatcher,  and  John  Teal,  all  of  Co.  **B,"  19th  U.  S.  Infantrj^  during 
the  war. 

By  Peter  McGowau,  Luzerne,  X.  Y.,  the  address  of  James  McGowan, 
Co.  "E,'*  118th  New  York  Infantry.     Last  heard  of  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

By  Mrs.  Lizabeth  A.  Turner,  29  Temple  Place,  Boston,  Mass.,  informa- 
tion concerning  the  death,  or  address  if  living,  of  Wm.  J.  Foley,  who  en- 
listed in  the  29th  Mass.,  Infty.,  and  was  transferred  to  the  25th  Mass.  Infly. 
Ijast  heard  from  was  in  a  hospital  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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%n  pCemoriam. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Rbpuhuc,  I 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  April  14,  1897.  \ 
General  Orders  I 

No.  6.  f 

The  Nation's  Sabbath  Day — that  day  upon  which  patriotic  people 
gather  together  everywhere  to  do  honor  to  their  sacred  dead — is  again  upon 
us.  Let  us,  as  is  most  fitting,  unite  in  making  the  solemn  services  of  Memo- 
rial Day  as  impressive  as  possible  by  appropriate  exercises,  and  by  strewing 
beautiful  flowers  upon  the  graves  of  our  comrades,  and  so  show  to  the  world 
that  as  citizens  we  appreciate  their  great  sacrifices  for  their  country,  and  as 
comrades  we  revere  their  memories ;  and  to  the  rising  genemtion  that  he  who 
dies  for  his  country,  dies  nobly. 

In  the  words  of  the  lamented  Logan :  "If  other  eyes  grow  dull,  and 
other  hands  slack,  and  other  hearts  cold,  in  the  solemn  trust,  ours  shall  keep 
it  as  long  as  the  light  and  warmth  of  life  remain  to  us." 

JjQt  us  invite  to  our  assistance  in  this  patriotic  work  that  noble  band  of 
workers,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  who  have  done  so  much  toward  the 
success  of  our  ^eat  organization,  and  also  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  who  must 
soon  take  up  the  work  which  the  ravages  of  time  shall  compel  us  to  lay  down. 

In  the  interest  of  patriotic  instruction  to  the  children  it  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  laudable  work  of  talking  to  the  children  of  the  public  schools 
on  the  subjects  and  lessons  of  Memorial  Day  by  a  veteran »  now  so  general 
throughout  the  Order,  will  be  observed  this  year,  and  hereafter,  in  every  pub- 
lic school. 

Let  everv  Post,  in  accordance  with  usual  custom,  attend  divine  services 
in  some  churcli,  in  a  body,  on  the  Sunday  before  Memorial  Day. 

The  80th  of  May  falling  this  year  on  Sunday,  Memorial  Day  will  be 
observed,  according  to  Rules  and  Regulations,  on  the  preceding  day,  except 
in  such  states  as  by  law  or  custom  observe  the  succeeding  day. 

Comrades,  as  we  grow  older,  let  us  be  more  particular  in  the  observance 
of  this  Sacred  Day,  and  let  us  discourage  the  holding  of  games  and  frivolous 
amusements  thereon  by  thoughtless  people  in  every  possible  way. 

By  resolution,  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  recommended  that 
the  reading  of  Lincoln's  Gettysburg  Address  be  made  a  special  feature  of 
Memorial  Day  exercises  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

The  address  is  appended  hereto— and  those  in  charge  of  the  exercises 
on  Memorial  Day  will  cause  the  same  to  be  read  at  such  time  during  the  ex- 
ercises as  may  be  most  fitting. 

By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 

Commander-in  •  Chief. 


Adjutant  Genei'al. 


J 
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President  Lincoln's  Address  at  Qetttsburo,  Nov.  19,  1868. 

Four  scoi  e  and  seven  years  ago,  our  Fathers  brought  forth  upon  thig 
continent  a  new  Nation,  conceived  in  Liberty  and  dedicated  to  the  proposi* 
tion  that  all  men  were  created  equal.  Now  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  Civil 
War,  testing  whether  that  Nation,  or  any  Nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedi- 
cated, can  long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a  great  battlefield  of  the  war.  We 
are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it  as  the  final  resting  place  of  those  who 
have  given  their  lives  that  the  Nation  might  live. 

It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this,  but,  in  a 
lai'ger  sense,  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  consecrate,  we  cannot  hallow 
this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled  here,  have  con* 
secrated  it  far  above  our  power  to  add  or  detract.  The  world  will  very  little 
note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say  here ;  but  it  can  never  forget  what 
they  did  here. 

It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather,  to  be  dedicated  here  to  tho  unfinif^hed 
work  that  they  have  thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be 
here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us ;  that  from  these  hon- 
ored dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that  cause  for  which  they  here  gave 
the  last  full  measure  of  devotion ;  that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead 
shall  not  have  died  in  vain — that  the  Nation  shall,  under  God,  have  a  new 
birth  of  Freedom,  and  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the 
people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  ) 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  May  1,  1897.  j 
General  Orders  \ 

No.  7.  > 

I.  The  conditions  imposed  by  the  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  in 
relation  to  the  holding  of  the  next  meeting  of  the  National  Encampment 
having  been  complied  with  as  nearly  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  announces  that  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  will  be  held  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  during 
the  week  commencing  Monday,  August  28,  1897,  and  from  present  indica- 
tions promises  to  be  one  of  the  largest  gatherings  of  the  Order  ever  held. 

The  parade  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  August  26th.  The  route  will 
be  less  than  two  miles  in  length,  over  streets  paved  with  asphalt,  and  mostly 
shaded  by  large  trees. 

The  Encampment  will  convene  in  business  session  on  Thursday,  August 
26th. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  Comrade  William  McKinley,  has 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Commander-inChief  and  will  be  with  us  at  this 
Encampment. 

Rates  of  one  cent  per  mile  within  all  territory  east  of  Chicago,  and  one 
are  for  the  round  trip  within  all  territory  west  of  Chicago  have  been  agieed 
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upon  by  the  railroads,  with  a  limit  of  thirty  days  on  most  of  the  roads.  Fur>^ 
ther  information  on  this  subject  will  be  promulgated  should  occasion  arise. 

The  demand  for  quarters  and  accommodations  is  already  very  large. 
Department  Commanders  will  at  once  proceed  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible the  number  who  intend  to  go  from  their  Department,  the  number  desir- 
ing free  quarters  or  other  accommodations,  and  communicate  such  information 
promptly  to  Comrade  D.  H.  Turner,  (General  Secretary,  Ellicott  Square^ 
Buffalo. 

All  Veteran  Associations  desiring  to  hold  reunions  at  Buffalo  should 
correspond  with  Mr.  Chas.  D.  Zacher,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Reunions. 

Department  officers  desiring  horses  for  use  in  the  parade  should  corre- 
spond  with  Secretary  Turner  concerning  the  same. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  "Information  Circular,"  issued  by  the  Citizens 
Committee  of  Buffalo,  copies  of  which  can  be  had  by  addressing  Secretary 
D.  H.  Turner.  This  circular  contains  full  information  upon  all  subjects  that 
will  interest  those  intending  to  go  there. 

II.  The  Chaplain-in-Chief  is  very  desirous  that  prompt  and  complete 
reports  shall  be  made  by  all  Post-Chaplains  to  their  Department-Chaplaina 
immediately  after  Memorial  Day  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  day  was  ob- 
served by  their  Post  and  the  community.  Post* Commanders  will  give  thia 
matter  their  personal  attention,  if  necessary,  and  see  that  reports  are  for- 
warded promptly  by  the  Chaplains.  These  reports  are  to  be  consolidated  by 
the  Department-Chaplains,  and  forwarded  to  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  without 
delay. 

Blanks  for  Department  and  Post- Chaplains'  reports  will  be  sent  from, 
these  Headquarters  to  the  several  Departments,  and  Assistant  Adjutants-Gen- 
eral will  see  that  they  are  promptly  distributed. 

m.  All  newly  elected  Department-Commanders  will  forward  their 
signature  to  these  Headquarters  for  certification  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  recognized  when  asking  for  information. 

IV.  The  following  Staff  appointments  are  hereby  announced.  The- 
comrades  so  appointed  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly : 

To  BE  Aides  on  Military  Instruction  in  Public  Schools: 

Maine. 

Edward  C.  Swett,  Portland. 

Musouri. 
F.  C.  Woodruff,  St.  Louis. 

South  Dakota. 

C.  S.  Deering,  Plankington. 

To  BE  Aides-de-Camp  : 

California  and  Nevada. 

T.  F.  Laycock,  Los  Angeles.  A.  W.  Barrett,  Sacramento. 

I.  Manning  King,  Salinas  City.  H.  W.  Mortimer,  San  Francisca 

C.  Mason  Kinne,  San  Francisco. 
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Connecticitf. 
Francis  B.  Allen,  Hiirtford. 
Georgia. 
E.  L.  Rjuidall,  Ft.  McPherson.  F.  R.  Barford,  Atlanta. 

R.  E.  Mansfield,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Illinois. 
B.  L.  Flagg,  Waukegan.  C.  F.  Matteson,  Chicago. 

James  H.  Hubbard,  Chicago.  G.  G.  Pierce,  Chicago. 

Chas.  H.  Tebbetts,  Chicago.  H.  H.  Gage,  Chicago. 

Henry  C.  Hoffman,  So.  Chicago.  H.  C.  Cooke,  Chicago. 

Iowa. 
W.  L.  MeCleland,  Oitumwa. 

Louisiana  awl  Mtssi^-nppi. 
A.  S.  Badger,  New  Orleans.  Chas.  H.  Shute,  New  Orleans. 

Maine. 
Sam'i  H.  Pilsbury,  Kittery,  vice  Moses  Sa (ford,  resigned. 
G.  E.  Andrew,  Portland. 

Ma;S8achusetts. 
•Geo.  M.  Fiske,  Newton.  Wm.  D.  Ewing,  Boston. 

Horace  N.  Brackett,  Rockland.  Louis  J.  Shepard,  Boston. 

E.  G.  Winchester,  Gloucester.  Augustus  Wright,  Abington. 

W.  H.  Abbott,  Boston.  Eldridge  T.  Small,  Swampscott. 

E.  A.  Ramsey,  Boston.  Geo.  0.  Noyes,  Boston. 

Michigan. 
James  A.  Green,  Bay  City.  John  Steel,  Benton  Harbor. 

Minnesota. 
Hugh  Longstaff,  Minneapolis.  N.  I.  Johnson,  Austin. 

A.  W.  Guild,  Minneapolis.  W.  B.  Summers,  St.  Paul. 

C.  H.  Bennett,  Pipestone. 

Missouri. 
A.  0.  Engelman,  St.  Louis.  Benjamin  A.  Suppan,  St.  Louis. 

John  H.  Terry,  St.  Louis. 

Netc  Jersey. 
Samuel  W.  Disbrow,  Newark.  Wm.  S.  Ijambert,  Newark. 

Neir   York. 
Wm.  J.  Morgan,  Albany.  Louis  L.  Robbins,  Niack. 

Louis  P.  Reichert,  Buffalo.  D.  M.  Perine,  Fulton. 

James  A.  Roberts,  Albany.  E.  R.  Comstock,  Rochester. 

Louis  P.  Beyer,  Buffalo.  Crumby  Bolton,  Lan.singburgh. 

E.  W.  Pipe,  Brooklyn. 

Ohio. 
J.  B.  Sprague,  Clyde. 
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Oklahoma. 
S.  G.  A.  Fields,  Crescent. 
Oreyoii, 
O.  Samiuers,  Portland.  Janiea  P.  Shaw,  Portland. 

Pennsi/lvania. 
Cyrus  King,  Union  City.  Robert  C.  Clark,  Scranton. 

E.  G.  Campbell,  Greensburg.  Frank  M.  Coleman,  Reading. 

John  M.  Ray,  Pittsburg. 
Potomac. 
J.  J.  Purnian,  Washington.  Thomas  M.  Vincent,  Washington. 

Aaron  Baldwin,  Wa.«hington.  James  B.  Carter,  Washington. 

D.  M.  Goodacre,  Washington. 
Rhode  Island. 
Geo.  F.  Wood  ley.  Providence.  C.  Henry  Alexander,  Providence. 

Gideon  Spencer,  Providence. 


V.  The  Commander-in-Chief  regretfully  announces  the  death  of  Com- 
raJe  Elijah  Sells,  Past-Commander  of  the  Department  of  Utah,  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  on  M"arch  18th ;  and  of  Comrade  John  C.  Rickey,  Aide-de-Camp 
on  the  stafiFof  the  Commander-in-Chief,  at  Mount  Sterling,  III.,  on  February 
26th.     Good  soldiers  and  good  citizens,  both. 


By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 
Commanded' -in*  Chief. 


Adjutant-  OeneraL 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Post  Adjutants  are  at  liberty  to  detach  this  sheet  from  General  Orders^ 
for  the  purpose  of  posting  it  up  in  the  Post  Room. 

By  Wm.  H.  Taylor,  late  Lieut.  Co.  **K,''  192d  N.  Y.  Vol.,  the  address 
of  any  member  of  that  company  or  regiment  who  knew  him. 

By  Fitzgerald  &  Delp,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  the  name  and  address  of  the 
widow  of  Geo.  W.  Hull,  Co.  **B,"  32d  Ills.  Vols. 

By  M.  J.  Arringtoi.,  Co.  '*H,''  6th  Iowa  Infty.,  the  addre.ss  of  John 
Henderson,  who  was  a  veterinary  surgeon  of  an  Illinois  or  Missouri  cavalry 
regiment. 
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By  Friend  Hanold,  No.  65  Chestnut  St.,  Muskegon,  Mich.,  informatiou 
of  his  brother,  Laban  Hanold,  late  of  100th  Ohio  Infty.  Last  heard  from  at 
Leadville,  Colo. 

By  R.  B.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Adjt.  Post  No.  1,  Rockford,  Ills.,  the  ad- 
dresses  of  H.  R.  Graham  and  C.  P.  Wagner,  114th  N.  Y.  Infty.,  B.  A.  For- 

duce,  Surgeon  160th  N.  Y.,  W.  W.  Root,  Asst.  Surgeon  76th  N.  Y.,  

Ure,  and Ward,  Asst.  Surgeons  U.  S.  Vols.,  and  C.  H.  Allen. 

By  H.  A.  Blake,  Adj.  Post  No.  63,  Sedalia,  Mo.,  the  address  of  Capt- 
E.  W.  Kingsbury,  2d  Colorado.     Last  heard  of  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

By  Jas.  M.  Page,  late  1st  Sergt.  Co.  "A,**  6th  Mich.  Cavy.,  Helena,. 
Mont.,  the  address  of  Wm.  V.  Bowles,  Co.  "L,"  7th  Mich.  Cavy.,  who  was 
with  him  at  Andersonville  in  1864. 

By  D.  Broadrick,  Wilton  Center,  Ills.,  the  address  of  John  Whalen,  Co. 
^*  D,"  90th  Ills.  Last  heard  from  at  the  National  Encampment  at  Milwaukee , 
Wis. 

By  £.  C.  Silliman,  Adjt.  Post  No.  186,  Chenoa,  Ills.,  the  company  and 
regiment  of  Frederick  N.  Mertin,  discharged  in  1864  from  some  New  York 
regiment. 

By  Catherine  Barrell,  Coomer  P.  0.,  N.  Y.,  information  of  her  son. 
Joseph  Barrell,  alias  Joseph  Tytus,  late  Co.  "G,'*  1st  P.  H.  B.  Cavy.^ 
Maryland  Vols. 

By  John  E.  Kirwin,  2896  Third  Ave.,  New  York  City,  the  address  of 
Lieut.  W.  E.  Baldwin,  or  other  members  of  Co.  "D,"  6th  Veteran  Vermont 
Vols.,  who  remember  Edward  Beyette  of  said  command. 

By  Capt.  J.  S.  Graham,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of  William 
Downs,  late  Co.  **  H,»'  21st  N.  Y.  Cavy. 

By  William  Brewer,  McLood,  Okla.,  the  address  of  any  member  of  the 
39th  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.,  who  knew  his  father,  James  R.  Brewer,  of  Co.  '^A,**^ 
of  that  regiment — often  called  "Commodore  Bigfoot"  by  his  comrades. 

By  Henry  McCullogh,  NatL  Soldiers'  Home,  Ohio,  the  address  of  Paul 
Jones,  late  Co.  **I,"  63d  Ohio  InOy. 

By  J.  H.  Bolton,  No.  607  Nolan  St.,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  the  address  of 
any  member  of  Co.  "T,"  First  U.  S.  Infty.,  who  served  in  that  Co.  in  1862. 

By  E.  J.  Wentz,  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of  any  officer  serving 
on  court-martial  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  during  spring  and  summer  of  1866,  who 
knew  Lt.  L.  S.  Hart,  13th  U.  S.  Col'd  Infty. 

By  R.  E.  Durkee,  Orange,  Mass,  information  of  Sam'l  0.  Hinkley,  who 
was  discharged  from  Soldiers'  Home,  Hampton,  Va.,  Nov.  26,  1896. 

By  Mrs.  Ann  Campbell,  Stoneham,  Mass.,  information  of  the  where- 
aboutsof  H.  C.  Campbell,  late  Co.  "G,"  13th  Mass.  Vols. 

By  C.  H.  Bobbins,  Hesperia,  Mich.,  address  of  any  comrade  who  knew 
Fred  C.  Gardner,  who  enlisted  as  Francis  W.  Pierce  in  the  68th  Pa.  Infty. 

By  Mrs.  A.  H.  Kent,  860  Patton  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  the  address  of 
any  member  of  the  First  Kansas  Battery,  especially  Moonlights  Section,  who 
who  knew  her  husband,  Lieut.  A.  H   Kent. 
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By  Ismel  Spencer,  Vernonia,  Ore.,  the  address  of  any  one  who  knew 
John  H.  Dummeyer  or  Dumeyer,  Co.  **E,"  21st  Ky.,  or  Co.  **E,"  26th 
Ky.  Infly. 

By  Geo.  W.  Black,  Murphy,  N.  C,  the  address  of  Sergeant  Fleming, 
€o.  "  L,"  4th  Iowa  V.  V.  Cavy.     Last  heard  of  in  Texas. 

By  Frank  Herzog,  41  Austin  St.,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  the  address  of 
^ny  member  of  Co.  **  F,"  186th  Pennsylvania  Vol.,  who  knew  him  in  the  Co. 

By  Wm.  B.  McAllister,  No.  168  W.  78d  St.,  Station  **0,"  Chicago, 
Ills.,  the  address  of  Richard  Bassett,  late  Captain  Co.  "B,"  126th  N.  Y.  Vol. 
Infty. 


Headquabters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  \ 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  June  1,  1897.  / 
OsNERAL  Orders  ^ 
No.  8.  >' 

I.  The  fact  that  Post  o£Scers,  as  a  general  thing,  are  more  or  less  dila- 
tory in  forwarding  their  semi-annual  returns,  has  been  the  cause  of  a  great 
•deal  of  anoyance  to  Department  officers,  in  delaying  reports,  which  they  are 
required  to  make  to  National  Headquarters.  This  must  not  be.  Officers 
liave  taken  a  solemn  obligation  to  promptly  perft>rm  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  the  office  which  they  have  assumed,  and  their  honor  is  concerned  in 
■carrying  out  that  pledge. 

Department  Commanders  are  requested  to  direct  in  General  Orders 
that  Post  officers  have  their  reports  ready  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Post  in 
June — ^when  they  are  to  be  signed  and  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant- 
Oeneral  of  the  Department,  accompanied  by  the  per  capita  tax,  the  day 
^fter  the  meeting. 

II.  James  C.  Johnson,  who  was  dishonorably  discharged  from  the 
Orand  Army  of  the  Republic  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial  of  John  A.  An- 
"drew  Post  No.  284,  Department  of  New  York,  having  made  application  for 
remission  of  sentence  and  reinstatement  in  said  Post,  and  the  said  Post 
unanimously  asking  that  the  sentence  be  remitted,  which  petition  is  approved 
by  the  Department  Commander — the  disability  resting  upon  said  James  C. 
Johnson,  by  reason  of  the  sentence  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby  removed, 
Aud  John  A.  Andrew  Post  No.  234,  Department  of  New  York,  is  authorized 
to  again  receive  him  into  membership. 

Iir.  William  H.  Baker,  who  was  dishonorably  discharged  from  the 
■Gi-and  Army  of  the  Republic  by  a  sentence  of  a  court-martial  <  f  John  A.  An- 
drew Post  No.  284,  Department  of  New  York,  having  made  application  for 
remission  of  sentence  and  reinstatement  in  said  Post,  and  the  said  Post 
unanimously  asking  that  the  sentence  be  remitted,  which  petition  is  approved 
by  the  Department  Commander— the  disability  resting  upon  said  William  H. 
Baker,  by  reason  of  the  sentence  of  said  court-martial,  is  hereby  removed. 
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and  Johu  A.  Andrew  Post  No.  284,  Department  of  New  York,  is  authorized 
to  again  receive  him  into  membership. 

IV.  Charles  E.  Herrick,  who  was  tried  by  a  court-martial  of  G«n.  Geo. 

B.  McClellan  Post  No.  662,  Department  of  New  York,  and  sentenced  to  be 
suspended  from  all  rights  and  privileges  for  a  i>eriod  of  two  years,  which 
sentence  was  approved  by  the  Department  Commander  in  General  Orders 
No.  6,  dated  December  2,  1895,  having  petitioned  for  remission  of  sentence 
and  reinstatement  to  membership,  which  petition  is  unanimously  supported 
by  faid  Post,  and  approved  by  the  Department  Commander — the  unexpired 
portion  of  the  sentence  of  said  court-martial  is  hereby  remitted,  and  Com- 
rade Charles  B.  Herrick  restored  to  membership  in  said  Post. 

V.  John  J.  Goodmanson,  who  was  dishonorably  discharged  from  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial  of  Dodge  Post 
No.  44,  Department  of  Maryland,  having  petitioned  for  remission  of  sentence 
and  I'einstatement  in  said  Post,  which  petition  is  unanimously  supported  by 
said  Post  and  approved  by  the  Department  Commander — the  disability  rest- 
ing upon  said  John  J.  Goodmanson,  by  reason  of  the  sentence  of  said  court- 
martial  is  hereby  removed,  and  Dodge  Post  No.  44,  Department  of  Mar}- 
land,  is  authorized  to  again  receive  him  into  membei-ship. 

VI.  The  following  Staff  appointments  are  hereby  announced.  The 
comrades  so  appointed  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

To    BK   AlUES-DE-C.\MP  : 

1  lUiioh. 
J.  B.  Work,  Cliicago. 
Indiana. 
Benj.  A.  Richardson,  Indianapolis.  B.  B.  Campbell,  Anderson. 

Orville  P.  Chamberlain,  Elkhart.  C.  J.  Lyrapus,  Shelbyville. 

W.  C.  Wier,  La  Porte.  A.  R.  McCurdy,  Ft.  Wayn^ 

C.  M.  Sailors,  Wabash.  Wra.  H.  Younts,  Eaton. 

Jowa. 

A.  U.  Fuller,  Creston. 

Kansas, 

Jas.  A.  Death,  Blue  Rapids. 

Kenhicky, 

S.  W.  Price,  Louisville. 

Maine. 

Chas.  S.  Ciowell,  licwiston. 

Manfland. 

John  R.  King.  Jessuj/s  P.  0. 

Mas^arhnsetia. 

Wm.  B.  Sears,  Boston. 

MisHituri. 

Henry  Ziegenhein.  St.  Louis.  A.  E.  Cook,  St.  Loui>. 
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New  Uampshhr. 
D.  Arthur  Brown,  Penacook. 
New  Jersey. 
Jacob  White,  Paterson.  L.  C.  Albertson,  Atlantic  City. 

New  Voi'k. 
David  N.  Evaus,  Buffalo.  Geo.  W.  Vaughau,  Buffalo. 

Cornelius  McLean,  Larchmout.  Frank.  A.  Schoeffell,  Rochester. 

Maurice  Leyden,  Rochester.  N.  P.  Pond,  Rochester. 

Ohio,       * 
George  Hall,  Lima.  B.  F.  Darst,  Zimmerman. 

W.  C.  Bennett,  Piqua.  J.  W.  Stilwell,  Troy. 

W.  T.  Graves,  Lima.  David  Lanning,  Xenia. 

Pard  B.  Smith,  Cleveland. 
Potomac. 
Klnathan  Meade,  Washington.  Geo.  H.  Lillebridgc,  Washington."^ 

Lorenzo  Vanderhoef,  Washington. 
Rhode  Island. 
Chas.  P.  Moies,  Central  Falls. 
M  iseonnn. 
Felix  C.  Marx,  Milwaukee. 

VIL  It  is  again  suggested  that  Department  Commandeis  wishing  ac- 
commodations for  comrades  at  the  coming  Encampment  at  Buffalo',  commu- 
nicate at  once  with  D.  H.  Turner,  General  Secretary,  a.<  the  demand  is 
increasing  rapidly.  Those  failing  to  make  proper  arrangements  for  quarters 
or  mounts  in  advance  must  not  feel  offended  if  they  fail  to  find  such  readily 
on  arrival.     There  will  be  a  great  gathering  at  Buffalo. 

VIIL  Proposed  alterations  or  amendments  to  the  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions, having  been  duly  approved  and  presented  by  Department  Encamp- 
ments, should  be  forwarded,  properly  attested,  to  these  Headquarters  at  once, 
that  due  notice  of  same  may  be  given  to  the  members  of  the  Thirty-first  Na- 
tional Encampment. 

IX.  Dep»rtment  officers  requiring  blank  forms  of  any  kind  should 
order  them  direct  from  the  Quartermaster-General,  thereby  avoiding  delay. 
All  requisitions  for  supplies,  otljer  than  blanks,  should  be  sent  to  the  Adjutant- 
General,  by  whom  they  are  to  be  approved  and  forwarded  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General for  filing. 

X.  The  Chaplain-in-Chief  has  been  called  from  Canton,  Mass.,  to 
another  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  his  address  is  now  No.  300  Eighth  street^ 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

XI.  At  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Encampment  of  the  Department  of 
Massachusetts,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  held  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  Feb- 
ruary 10th  and  11th,  it  was  voted :  **That  the  endoi-sement  by  this  Depart- 
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went  of  the  'Grand  Amy  Record'  be  withdwwn,  and  the  Commwider-in- 
<;hief  be  requested  to  give  notice  of  this  action  in  General  Orders.' 

XII  With  deep  regret  the  death  is  announced  of  Comrade  Joseph  T. 
Paset  Aide  on  Military  Ingtmction  on  the  Sta«f  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
at  Do^hester,  Mass.,  on  May  10,  1897.  "The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
lias  lost  a  strong  and  able  supporter." 


By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARK80N, 
Commander-in-  CMif- 


AdovUaU-Oeneral. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Pott  Adnata*  are  at  libeHy  to  detach  this  sheet  from  General  Order*, 
for  the  purpote  of  potting  up  in  the  Post  room. 

By  Mm.  Mary  C.  Jones,  814  N.  May  St.,  Chicago,  His.  the  addn«  of 
*„y  onl  who  knew  Edwin  Jones,  Co.  "K,"  91st  N.  Y.  Infty.,  from  July. 

"•''By  C  O.Tatnworth,  Asst.  AdjU-Gen.,  Department  of  Utah,  R  0  b^ 
70,  Salt  Lake  City,  the  address  of  Walter  8.  Bldridge  late  of  Co.  "Q,"  Md 
N  Y  Infty.  Last  heard  of  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Ahw  the  address  of  the 
?««  aid  -latives  of  Geo.  W.  Crowley,  late  Co.  "  G."  8d  Criifon...  luf^ 
Lived  when  a  boy,  in  CarUale,  Pa.,  and  his  brother  and  sister  were  last  heard 
^f  in  that  vicinity.    Valuable  property  awaito  a  legal  claimant. 

The  commission  of  WiUiam  L.  ElUworth,  Asst.  Quartermaster  of  VoU., 
is  in  the  possession  of  Comrade  E.  C.  Stohl,  Department  Commander  Trenton. 
N  J    and  will  be  delivered  to  the  owner  or  hU  heirs  upon  proof  of  identi^. 

■  Bv  Wm  Mason,  No.  82  Belleville  Ave.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  the  names  and 
..ddreSs  of  any  comrades  who  knew  Michael  Strange,  Co.  "  D."  99th  N.  Y. 

^*'''''  By  Denis  Falardo,  80  Canal  St.,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of  any 

mber  of  Co  "  G,"  7th  Vermont,  who  knew  him  in  the  army— also  name 

rnraddressof  thel^  regimental  surgeon  when  the  regiment  was  discharged 

at  Brownsville,  Tex.  ,    vt  xr    v     •    u- 

Comrade  Orra  Bennett,  Boi  899,  PlatUburgh,  N.  Y.,  has  tnhw  posses- 
sion a  pen  drawing  of  the  attack  on  Ncwberne,  N.  C,  by  Bumside  s  Division, 
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March  14,  1862,  and  fall  reference  to  the  same,  executed  in  the  field  by 
Henrv  A.  Blake,  of  the  band  of  the  24th  Mass.  The  owner  or  his  family  can 
have  the  same  by  making  application  and  proving  identity. 

There  is  in  the  possession  of  N.  J.  Shape,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  sword 
which  has  the  following  history  : 

When  the  land  forces  attacked  Spanish  Fort,  in  Mobile  Bay,  Alabama, 
whili  Admiral  Farragut  had  his  fleet  in  the  bay,  a  small  detachment  of  in- 
fantry, with  one  moanted  officer,  were  attacked  at  **  Daniels  Mills,"  on  **  Cow- 
p(v:  Branch,"  and  the  officer  was  killed  while  in  the  middle  of  the  creek. 
Tbe  l>o<ly  was  recovered  later  by  some  negroes,  and  eventually  buried  in  the 
cemetery  at  Mobile.  Still  later  his  sword  was  found  in  the  creek,  and  is  now 
in  the  i>os8e88ion  of  the  gentleman  named  above,  who  is  anxious  to  find  out 
who  the  officer  was,  and  if  he  has  any  relatives  to  whom  it  would  prove  a 
souvenir,  and  to  whom  he  would  be  glad  to  turn  over  the  sword,  upon  proper 
proof  of  identity. 

Mr.  L.  T.  Hoskins,  of  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  has  in  his  possession  a  port- 
folio taken  from  the  body,  and  containing  the  name  of  Jorald  Townsend, 
who  was  killed  at  Hillsboro,  Miss.,  when  Sherman  went  to  Meridian,  Miss., 
and  who  said  before  death  that  he  lived  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.  Mr.  Hoskins 
would  be  glad  to  return  the  portfolio  to  the  family  or  heirs  of  Mr.  Townsend, 
upon  proving  identity. 

By  A.  D.  Nicholdson,  Marseilles.  Ills.,  the  address  of  any  one  who 
knew  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Waller,  who  was  a  nurse  at  Camp  Butler,  Springfield, 
Ills.,  in  1864. 

By  C.  F.  S.  Aimes,  Knssell,  Kan.,  the  address  of  the  two  comrades 
who  assisted  Wm.  Mohl,  Co.  **A,"  7th  N.  J.,  from  the  battlefied  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  about  sundown — also  name  and  address  of  the  surgeon  who  said 
that  Mohl  could  not  live. 


HKAI»(^rARTKRS  GrAND  ArMY  OF  THK    RkPUBUC,  ) 

Omaha.  Nkbraska,  July  22,  1897.  ) 
Gknkrai.  Orders  ( 

No.  9.       y 

I.  As  stated  in  previous  Orders,  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampuient 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  be  held  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
during  the  week  beginning  August  23d  prox. 

The  Commander-in-Chief,  escorted  by  the  Department  Commander,  the 
delegates  and  comrades  of  the  Department  of  Nebraska  will  leave  Omaha 
on  Saturday,  August  21st,  at  6  P.  M.,  by  special  train  via  Chicago  k  North- 
we.*tern  R.  R.,  and  thence  via  the  New  York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis  (Nickel 
Plate)  Railway  to  Buffalo — arriving  at  that  city  on  Monday,  August  28d,  at 
8  AM. 

Invitation  is  hereby  extended  comrades  of  the  Department  of  Nebraska 
and  other  Western  Departments,  as  well  as  those  traveling  by  this  route, 
to  jc»in  him. 
24 
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National  Headquarters  at  Omaha  will  close  on  Saturday,  Augu&t  2l6t^ 
and  will  reopen  at  the  Hotel  Iroquois,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.f  Monday,  August  23d, 
at  10  A.  M. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  AdmiuistrHt'on 
will  meet  at  Hotel  Iroquoifii,  Buffalo,  at  12  M.,  August  23d. 

The  National  Council  of  Administration  will  meet  at  Hotel  Iroquois, 
Buffalo,  on   Tuesday,  August  24th,  at  2  P.  M. 

Department  Commanders  will  meet  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  Hotel 
Iroquois,  Buffalo,  Tuesday,  August  24th,  at  4  P.  M.,  lor  consultation  and 
ffnal  orders  as  to  parade  and  review. 

Prompt  attendance  at  these  meetings  is  urgently  requested. 
Assistant  Adjutants-Oeneralof  Departments  will  report  to  the  Adjutunt- 
General  at  the  Hotel  Iroquois,  immediately  after  their  arrival  in  the  city,  the 
number  of  those  present  of  their  delegations,  and  the  location  of  their  De- 
partment Headquarters. 

A ides-de-Camp  on  the  National  Staff  will  report  upon  their  arrival  to 
Comrade  J.  Cory  Winans,  Chief  of  Staff,  at  Hotel  Iroquois  for  instructions. 

Comrade  Winans,  Chief  of  Staff,  will  have  charge  of  the  formation  of 
the  staff  in  the  parade. 

The  delegate  hadges  of  the  Encampment  will  he  delivered  by  the  Adju- 
tant-General at  the  Hotel  Iroquois  on  Tuesday,  24th,  to  the  AssiMaut  Adju- 
tant-Geneial  of  each  Department  or  other  properly  authorized  offiter,  who 
will  receipt  to  him  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  will  con.^jist  of  tlie  Adjutant-General  and 
Comrades  .1.  M.  Vernon,  Illinois,  Henn*  .\.  Heath,  Wisconsin,  A.  O.  Engel- 
man,  Missouri,  John  E.  Evans,  Nebniska,  who  will  be  in  session  at  National 
Headquarters  to  receive  credentials  and  report  of  those  present.  Prompt 
repoit  to  this  committee  is  neces.sary. 

The  Thirty-fii-st  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Ke- 
public  will  assemble  in  Music  Hall,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  Thursday,  August  26, 
1897,  at  y  A.  M.  As  there  is  much  business  to  come  before  the  Encampment 
its  scs^ions  will  be  called  to  order  promptly  at  the  hours  named,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  members  will  be  equalK  prompt  in  their  attendance. 

The  Annual  Parade  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Ucpublic  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  August  2otli,  and  will  move  at  10  A.  M.  shar|)troni  Main  street 
and  the  Terrace  in  columns  of  platoons  ei;|;ht  files  fiont— half  distance.  Post 
Commanders  will  keep  their  commands  well  do.-ed  up,  and  De|  ariment 
Conunanders  will  set'  that  brt'aks  in  the  line  are  promptly  closed.  The  route 
of  nuudi  will  be  up  Main  street  to  Chippewa,  west  to  Delaware  Ave.,  on 
Delawar*'  to  Xorlh,  on  North  pa.st  the  reviewing  slaiid  at  the  Circle. 

The  reviewing  stand  will  be  at  the  Circle  and  will  be  designated  by  the 
Nalinnal  culoi-s. 

Comrade  William  McKinley,  President  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
distinguished  comrades,  will  review  the  roiunin  wiih  the  Commander-in- 
Chief 
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When  passing  in  review  all  Color-Bearers  will  salute  by  dipping  the 
colois. 

Department  and  Post  Comn]ander8  will  salute. 

Comrades  in  ranks  will  not  salute. 

The  marching  time  of  the  column  will  be  one  hundred  steps  to  the  min- 
ute— and  no  faster. 

Kach  band  or  drum  qorps  will  take  up  the  time  of  the  music  immedi- 
ately preceding  it — by  the  snare-drummer  tapping  the  time  on  his  drum — as 
soon  as  the  preceding  band  has  started  to  play. 

Bands  in  close  proximity  to  each  other  should  not  play  .simultaneously, 
but  altemotoly — the  drummer  of  the  silent  bands  tapping  the  time  on  their 
drums. 

Bands  are  to  play  while  passing  the  reviewing  stand,  but  will  cease  play- 
ing as  soon  as  they  have  passed  it,  when  the  band  next  approaching  will  begin 
to  plav. 

Departments  or  Posts  bringing  their  own  music  to  Buffalo  will  inform 
their  bands  that  the  above  regulations  must  be  strictly  complied  with. 

Having  passed  the  reviewing  stand  Department  Commanders  will  re- 
view their  commands  at  Jersey  street  and  Porter  Ave.,  disbanding  them  on 
streets  parallel  to  Niagara  street.    Street  cars  in  immediate  vicinity  will  carry  ■ 
comrades  down  town. 

Circulars  containing  full  details  and  order  of  formation  and  parade, 
with  blue  prints  of  route,  will  be  issued  by  Gen.  P.  C.  Doyle,  Buffalo,  As- 
sistant Adjutant-General  in  charge  of  parade,  and  sent  to  Department  Com- 
manders, or  may  be  had  at  National  Headquarters. 

All  officers  and  aides  desiring  to  be  mounted  should  at  once  engage 
their  mounts  through  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  their  respective  De- 
partments. It  will  l>e  impossible  to  procure  them  if  delayed  until  arrival  in 
Buffalo. 

Ever>-  effort  is  being  made  by  the  citizens  of  Buffalo  to  make  this  a  most 
interesting  and  snci  essful  Encampment  and  every  indication  points  to  an  un- 
usual attendance ;  therefore  it  is  all  the  more  necessary  that  Department 
Commanders  should  communicate  with  Comrade  D.  H.  Turner,  Secretary, 
Buffalo,  at  once,  setting  forth  probable  number  from  their  Departments  that 
will  attend,  free  quarters  required,  if  any,  location  of  Headquarters,  and  all 
necessary  and  important  items,  remembering  that  with  the  vast  numbers  ar- 
riving it  will  be  very  ditficult  to  arrange  details  then  unless  previously  advised. 

Associations  desiring  to  hold  reunions,  if  not  already  arranged  for, 
should  communicate  at  once  with  D.  H.  Turner,  Secretary,  Buffalo,  and  ar- 
range for  time  and  place. 

In  oi*der  that  interesting  points  in  and  around  the  city  may  be  leisurely 
visited,  and  the  reunion  features  fully  taken  advantage  of,  comrades  are  urged 
to  come  early,  before  the  great  crowd  of  sightseers  arrive. 

Camp-fires  will  be  held  in  several  large  halls  each  evening,  at  which 
prominent  speakers  will  deliver  addresses. 
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Comrade  William  McKinley  has  accepted  the  invitation  to  speak  at  one 
or  more  places  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  24th. 

II.  The  following  proposed  amendments  to  Rules  and  Regulations 
have  been  adopted  by  the  several  Department  Encampments,  and  properly 
certified  to  the  Adjutant-General : 

By  the  Department  of  Massachusetts : 

Amend  section  4,  article  2,  chapter  2,  by  striking  out  the  words,  ^'If 
ou  a  count  of  the  balls  deposited,  it  appear  that  not  more  than  twenty  are 
cast,  and  two  or  more  of  them  are  black,  the  candidate  shall  be  declared  re- 
jected ;  but  if  more  than  twenty  are  cast,  then  an  additional  black  ball  for 
every  additional  twenty  shall  be  necessary  to  reject,"  and  instead  thereof  in- 
.sert  the  following:  **One  black  ball  for  every  ten  balls  deposited  shall  be 
necessary  to  reject."  The  section  will  then  read  as  follows :  **Afler  the  read- 
ing of  the  report  the  Commander  shall  give  opportunity  to  any  comrade  hav- 
ing objections  to  the  election  of  the  applicant  to  state  the  same,  after  which 
a  ballot  with  ball  ballots  shall  be  had.  One  black  ball  for  every  ten  balls 
deposited  shall  be  necessary  to  reject.  If  a  less  number  of  black  balls  than 
above  provided  be  cast,  the  candidate  shall  be  declared  elected,"  etc.,  etc. 

By  the  Department  of  Connecticut : 

Amend  article  4,  chapter  1,  by  adding  thereto: — *^but  service  previous 
to  May  1,  1861,  in  the  militia  of  any  seceding  state,  and  without  having  taken 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  so-called  Confederate  States,  shall  not  be  regarded 
as  having  borne  arms  against  the  United  States." 

By  the  same : 

Amend  section  2,  article  4,  chapter  3,  by  substituting  the  words  **an 
Adjutant-General  "  and  **a  Quarter  master- General"  for  '*an  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General and  '*an  Assistant  .Quartermaster- General  " 

By  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Amend  section  1,  article  6,  chapter  5,  as  follows  :  Strike  out  the  words 
**  Copies  of  such,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  **a  summary  on  Form  E  2" — 
also  include  **Form  E  2"  in  list  of  blanks  used  for  inspection  purposes  in 
foot  note  to  section  4,  article  6,  chapter  6. 

** Official  Badges"  page  86,  Rules  and  Regulations,  strike  out  ** Silver 
Leaf"  for  Assistant  Inspectors- General,  and  insert  "Silver  Eagle." 

Amend  section  1,  article  3,  chapter  6.  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
proviso :  **  Provided  that  Posts  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  a  per 
capita  tax  on  all  comrades  who  are  exonerated  on  account  of  actual  inability, 
from  the  payment  of  annual  dues  by  their  respective  Posts,  and  the  number  olf 
members  so  exonerated  shall  be  staged  in  the  returns  ot  the  Post  Com- 
manders to  Department  Headquarters,  required  by  chapter  6,  article  2,  sec- 
tion 1,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations." 

Amend  section  1,  article  2,  chapter  6,  by  changing  '*  November  1st" 
to  •September  15th,"  and  *' December  Slst"  to  "December  1st,"  that  the 
section  may  read,  "An  annual  inspection  of  each  Post  shall  be  made  between 
September  16th  and  December  Ist,"  etc. 

III.  A  new  edition  of  the  Service  Book  containing  the  revised  Instal- 
lation Service,  adopted  by  tho  30th  National  Encampment,  has  been  printed, 
and  can  be  procured  from  the  Quartermaster- General  upon  proper  requisition. 

IV.  Department  officers  requiring  supplies  of  any  kind  before  the  En- 
campment at  Buffalo  should  order  the  same  by  August  1st  prox.,  as  the 
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Quartermaster-General  will  close  his  books  on  that  date  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  his  annual  report. 

V.  William  M.  Ellis,  who  was  dishonorably  discharged  from  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  by  sentence  of  a  court-martial  of  Liberty  Post  No. 
150)  Department  of  Missouri,  having  made  application  for  remission  of  sen- 
tence and  reinstatement  in  said  Post,  and  the  said  Post  asking  unanimously 
that  the  sentence  be  remitted,  which  petition  is  approved  by  the  Department 
Commander — the  disability  resting  upon  the  said  William  M.  Ellis  by  reason 
of  the  sentence  of  said  court-martial  is  hereby  removed,  and  Liberty  Post 
No.  160,  Department  of  Missouri,  is  authorized  to  again  receive  him  into 
membership. 

VI.  The  following  Staff  appointments  are  hereby  announced.  The 
comrades  so  appointed  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

To  BE  Assistant  Adjutant-General  : 
J.  L.  Bennett,  Chicago,  Ills. 
To  BE  Aides  on  Military  Instruction  : 
For  the  Department  of  Utah. 
E.  W.  Tatlock,  Salt  Uke  City. 
For  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 
Charles  McDonald,  Portsmouth,  Va.,  vice  J.  W.  Stebbins,  elected  De- 
partment Commander. 

To  be  Aides-de-Camp  : 
California  and  Necadu. 
Chas.  T.  Rice,  Riverside. 
Illinois. 
James  H.  Crowder,  Bethany.  E.  U.  Thurston,  Chicago. 

Charles  T.  Barnes,  Chicago.  James  Bohart,  Chicago. 

James  E.  Marshall,  Chicago.  Samuel  Ayers,  Chicago. 

Riley  Darnell,  Chicago.  H.  Waldo  Howe,  Chicago. 

Indiana. 

Henry  Schamel,  South  Bend. 

Iowa. 

J.  E.  Jaynes,  Iowa  City. 

Nebraska. 
Robert  M.  Stone,  Omaha. 
New  Jersey. 
E.  T.  Galloway,  Rutherford. 
New  York. 
S.  J.  Chambers,  Sing  Sing.  Thomas  Pursell,  Gloversdale. 

J.  H.  Grogan,  Plattsburgh.  Joseph  Stevens,  Buffalo. 

Geo.  J.  Campbell,  Nunda.  Kdwanl  A    Morehouse,  Brooklvn. 
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Ohio. 
W.  C.  Johnson,  Cincinnati.  P.  0.  Phillips,  Cleveland. 

Pennsi/hania. 
H.  H.  Fetterolf.  Collegeville. 
Potamm: 
Chas.  D.  A.  Loeffler,  Washington. 
Tennessee. 
M.  A..  Strong,  Cleveland.  Herman  W.  Veazey,  Harriman. 

Thomas  H.  Hill,  Sequachee.  H.  C.  Whitaker,  Ne.v  Market. 

W.  J.  DeGreas,  City  of  Mexico,  Mex. 
West  Virginia. 
M.  B.  Bartlett,  Parkereburg. 
Wisconsin. 
Edward  Gillen,  Racine.  E.  B.  Armstrong,  River  Falls. 

Geo.  B.  Carter,  Lancaster.  Fred.  0.  Janzen,  Milwaukee. 

D.  E.  Jacobs,  Mineral  Point.  E.  D.  Odell,  New  Richmond. 

Wm.  H.  Chilson,  Appleton.  P.  C.  Maxon,  Amery. 

Chas.  A.  Bentley,  Milwaukee.  C.  E.  Rogers,  Hayward. 

J.  H.  Agen,  West  Superior.  Thomas  Steele,  De  Pere. 

Vn.  With  regret  the  Commander-in-Chief  announces  the  demise  of 
Comrade  H.  de  B.  Clay,  Past  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  on  June  6,  1897,  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  and  of  Comrade  J. 
M.  Davis,  Past  Commander  of  the  Department  of  California  and  Nevada,  on 
June  28,  1897,  at  Soldiers*  Home,  Los  Angeles  Co.,  Cal. 


By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 
Com  mander-in-  Chirf. 


Adjutant-  General 

INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Post  AdjatanUt  are  at  liberty  to  detach  this  sheet  from  General  Orders,  for 
the  purpose  of  posting  it  up  in  the  Post  Room, 

By  John  I.  Carroll,  66  ArgyleSt,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  information  regarding 
the  estate  of  Thomas  Burke,  late  Commissary  Sergeant,  U.  8.  A.,  who  died 
in  Washington,  D.  C,  several  years  ago,  whose  real  name  was  Joseph  Carroll. 
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By  C.  F.  S.  Aimes,  Rnssell,  Kan.,  the  address  of  members  of  the  45th 
Ohio  Vol.,  who  built  fortifications  near  Covington,  Ky.,  in  September,  1862. 

Comrade  Hugh  Long  staff,  2dC  Boston  Block,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  has 
in  his  possession  the  discharge  of  Sergeant  William  G.  Hardy,  Co.  ''G,'' 
4th  lown  Vet.  Vol.  Cnvy.  He  wants  to  turn  it  over  to  the  owner  or  his  family 
or  heirs,  upon  proof  of  identity  being  furnished. 

By  Enos  Jerome,  P.  0.  Box  540,  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  the  address  of  any 
member  of  Co.  **G,''  102d  N.  Y.  Infty.,  who  knew  him  in  the  regiment  and 
of  his  sickness  at  Summit  Point,  Va. 

By  John  W.  Armstrong,  Tuscola,  III.,  information  of  the  whereabouts 
of  William  Alexander,  late  of  183d  Pa.  Infty.  Last  heard  from  in  western 
Ohio. 

By  Edward  Myers,  Kansas  City,  Kansas  (South  Side),  information  of  the 
whereabouts  of  his  father,  Jacob  J.  Myers,  late  of  Co.  "H,'*  88d  Ind.  In- 
fantry. 

By  Henry  Frazier,  Veteians*  Home,  Yountsville,  Cal.,  the  address  of 
Lee  and  Richard  Thompson,  or  any  member  of  Co.  *'H,''  6th  Ohio  Infantry. 

By  Post  No.  191,  8.  W.  Cor.  5th  and  Chestnut  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
information  of  Albert  B.  Heath,  late  of  Co.  "D,''  2d  Wis.  Infty.,  and  Vet- 
eran  Reserve  Corps.  Last  heard  from  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  about  twenty  years 
ago. 

By  Joseph  Koable,  Valley  Falls,  Kansas,  the  address  of  Lieut.  Wallace 
E.  Dickson,  or  any  member  of  Co.  **H,"  7th  Kansas  Cavy.,  who  was  with 
the  company  during  the  Price  raid. 

By  James  Mains,  Mass.  General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.,  the  addre.ss 
of  Capt.  John  Rourke,  Battery  '*L,"  1st  111.  Light  Arty.,  or  any  information 
concerning  his  family. 

By  Mrs.  Honora  A.  Fames,  217  Napier  St.,  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada, 
the  address  of  any  member  of  Troop  **M,"  6th  IT.  S.  Cavy.,  who  knew  Wiu. 
Fames,  late  bugler  of  said  troop. 

By  E.  A.  Keeler,  720  Ogden  Bldg.,  Chicago,  Ills.,  the  address  or  infor- 
mation of  Martin  Conlin,  last  known  residence  in  New  York  City,  and  Jack 
Stone,  last  known  residence  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  both  from  gunboat  *'  Vixen," 
U.  S.  N. 

By  John  H.  Conrad,  Springville,  Ventura  Co.,  Cal.,  information  of 
Christian  David  Conrad,  familiary  known  as*' Chris.''  Conrad,  36th  Iowa 
Inlanlrj-. 

By  A.  J.  Garner,  Reiley,  Ohio,  the  address  of  Geo.  Jones,  Co.  **C.'' 
69th  Ohio  Vol.  Infty. 

By  James  T.  Foster,  late  Co.  "E"  14th  III.  Cavy.,  Sequachee,  Tenn., 
the  address  of  any  comrade  who  remembers  him  as  being  a  prisoner  at  An- 
dersonville,  after  the  Stoneman  raid. 

By  Wm.  McMorrow,  261  West  Houston  St.,  New  York  City,  informa- 
tion of  Geo.  W.  Noble,  late  Sergeant  Co.  *' B,"  18th  U.  S.  Infty.,  said  to 
have  located  a  land  claim  on  the  Republican  river  in  Nebraska  in  1869. 
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Headquarters  Qrand  Army  ok  the  Republic,  ) 
BuFFAix),  N.  Y.,  August  27,  1807.  S 
General  Orders) 

No.  10.      ; 

I.  At  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  held  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  26  and  27,  1897,  Comrade  J.  P.  S. 
Gohin,  of  Post  No.  42,  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  was  chosen  my  suc- 
cessor as  Commander-in-Chief,  and  I  bespeak -for  him  the  same  loyal  support 
of  the  comrades  of  the  Order  that  has  been  so  cheerfully  accorded  me. 

II.  To  my  associate  officers  and  to  the  members  of  my  personal  staff 
my  thanks  are  duo  and  are  hereby  tendered. 

By  command  of 

T.  S.  CLARKSON, 

Commander-in-  Ch  ht\ 


Adjutant-  (weneraL 
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The  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  (Irand  Army 
of  the  Republic  was  called  to  assemble  at  Buffalo,  New  York^ 
during,  the  week  eoninxencing  Monday,  August  23,  1897.  The 
arrivals  of  many  hundreds  of  the  veterans  and  their  friends, 
even  before  this  date,  indicated  the  great  interest  that  was  being 
taken  in  the  great  gatliering. 

Commander-in-Chief  T.  S.  Clarkson,  with  his  official  staffs 
and  his  escort,  consisting  of  the  Department  Commander  of  Ne- 
braska, his  staff*  and  delegates  and  about  four  hundred  comrades 
and  friends,  and  delegates  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  arrived 
by  special  train  over  the  Nickel  Plate  railroad  at  8  o'clock  on 
Monday  morning.  The  Citizens  Committee  and  Bidwell-Wil- 
keson  Post  of  Buffalo  were  present  and  received  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  as  he  stepped  from  the  train  and  esw)rted  the  party  to 
the  Iroquois  Hotel. 

At  4  o'clock  the  committee  and  escort  again  met  at  the  hotel 
and  escorted  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  staff*  to  Camp  Jewett, 
a  magnificent  city  of  tents  located  near  Fort  Porter,  overlooking 
the  Niagara  river,  where,  during  the  week,  ten  thousand  three 
hundred  veterans  roistered  and  camped.  A  more  beautiful  and 
perfect  camp  never  was  laid  out,  and  it  was  the  resort  of  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  visitors  during  the  week. 

The  Camp  was  formally  turned  over  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  by  Mayor  Jewett  of  the  city  of  Buffalo  wiUi  a  very  patri- 
otic address,  and  received  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
dedicated  to  the  veterans. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  had,  early  in  his  aiiministration, 
by  personal  visits,  securtnl  the  promise  of  Comrade  William  Mc^ 

(377) 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


378        '^  THIRTY-FIRST  NATIONAL  BNCAMPMBNT 

Kinley,  President  of  the  United  States,  tliat  he  would  visit  tlie 
Encampment,  and  his  arrival  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  24tli, 
with  several  members  of  his  official  family,  aroused  the  greatest 
interest  among  both  veterans  and  citizens,  and  his  trip  from 
depot  to  hotel  under  escort  of  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  and 
5taff  was  a  perfect  ovation  from  masses  of  j^eople  lining  the 
entire  route. 

On  Tuesday  evening  one  of  the  features  of  the  week  was  a 
banquet  tendered  by  Columbia  Post  of  Chicago  to  President 
McKinley  and  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  at  the  EUioott 
Club.     It  was  a  most  superb  entertainment. 

By  Wednesday  morning  the  veterans  had  assembled  in 
greater  niunbers  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  Order,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  at  Washington.  The  weather  on  this  day,  as 
through  the  entire  week,  was  absolutely  ideal  and  served  to  make 
the  whole  Encampment  a  most  memorable  one.  Comrade  Presi- 
dent William  McKinley  rode  witli  the  Commander-in-Chief  at 
the  head  of  the  great  column,  and  at  1 1  o'clock  they  reached  the 
reviewing  stand  and  took  their  places  to  review  the  line,  and 
remained  in  place  until  the  last  veteran  passed  at  5:05  o'clock 
p  M.  At  its  close  the  President  said,  "  Even  to  a  veteran  the  sight 
was  a  most  surprising  as  well  as  inspiring  one.  It  is  too  bad 
that  even-  child  in  the  country  could  not  see  it,  for  it  would  surely 
ius])ire  patriotism  and  inculcate  all  the  good  qualities  that  go  to 
make  up  the  American  citizen.  I  had  never  supposed  until  to-day 
that  so  many  brave  survivors  of  the  war  were  capable  of  follow- 
ing martial  music  for  such  a  distance  on  city  streets.  Such  a 
display  of  patriotic  courage  cannot  fail  Ix;  of  benefit  to  tlie  entire 
country." 

It  was  estimated  that  fifty  thousand  veterans  marched  in  the 
great  parade,  and  that  not  less  than  three-qilSartere  of  a  million 
most  orderly,  well  behaved  and  intensely  patriotic  and  interested 
people  witnessed  it  from  street,  window,  and  housetop  along  the 
entire  line.  A  more  magnificent  pageant  has  never  been  seen  in 
this  oountrj'  since  1865. 
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The  President  in  the  evening  accompanied  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  spoke  at  several  camp  fires  to  immense  audiences. 

In  the  evening  the  official  and  personal  staff  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief assembled  in  the  parlors  of  the  Iroquois  and, 
sending  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  hi^  daughter,  Comrade 
J.  Cory  Winans,  Chief-of-Staff,  presented  to  Commander-in-Chief 
Clarkson  a  most  beautiful  official  badge,  studded  with  diamonds, 
and  to  his  daughter,  for  Mrs.  Clarkson,  a  gold  watch  and  chain 
and  diamond  ring,  both  recipients  responding  most  feelingly. 

In  point  of  weather,  enthusiasm,  the  display  of  true  com- 
radeship on  all  sides,  attendance,  liberality,  and  thorough  man- 
agement on  the  part  of  the  Citizens'  Committees,  in  fact  every- 
thing that  goes  to  make  up  a  successful  Encampment  and 
reunion,  the  almost  universal  verdict  was  that  the  Thirty-first 
National  Encampment  held  at  Buffiilo,  N.  Y.,  bears  away  the 
palm. 
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THIRTY'^SeCOHD    HflTIOHfllt   ESCflMPMEST 

GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 


J  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8,   1898.— MORNING   SESSION. 

'^  The  Thirty-second  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army 

^  of  the  Republic,  convened  at  Music  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Cincin- 

-^ —  nati,  Ohio,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  on  September  8,  1898.     It  was 

^  called  to  order  by  Comrade  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Commander-in-Chief, 

who  introduced  Mr.  J.  Milton  Blair,  of  Cincinnati,  Chairman  of 
^  the  Committee  on  Reception. 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
?^  Republic :    As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Reception  of  the 

r  'Z^  Citizens'  Committee  of  Cincinnati,  I  have  the   pleasure  of  being 

;  able  to  introduce  to  you  to-day,  the  Governor  of  the  great  Com- 

monwealth of  Ohio,  who  desires  to  extend  to  you  a  welcome  to 
this  State.     I  present  to  you  Governor  Asa  S.  Bushnell. 

Governor  Bushnell,  on  behalf  of  the  people  of  Ohio,  extended 
a  most  cordial  welcome  to  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  kindred  associations.  His  address  was  able  and 
eloquent.  In  closing  the  Governor  read  the  following  greeting  to 
the  soldiers : 

GREETING  TO  THE  SOLDIERS. 

Out  of  the  morning  a  Sunbeam  sped, 
Cheery  and  fresh  from  its  spangled  bed, 
Danced  over  hilltop  and  valley,  too, 
Meeting  a  Zephyr  that  gently  blew. 
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"  Whither  O  Zephyr?  "  the  Sunbeam  cried, 
**  Off  to  the  City  "  the  Zephyr  sighed. 
Stooping  and  touching  a  blossom  fair, 
Gathering  sweets  that  were  hidden  there. 

"  Cityward,  Zephyr  ?  Why,  that's  the  way 
If  too,  go/'  said  the  Sunbeam  gay ; 
Give  me  your  hand  and  we'll  trip  along, 
Out  of  the  silence  into  the  throng. 

So  they  traveled,  these  blessed  two, 
Gathering  perfumes,  sipping  dew, 
Bearing  at  last  to  the  restless  town. 
Blessings  surpassing  an  earthly  crown. 

Where  Old  Glory  was  high  displayed, 
Sunbeam  and  Zephyr  their  outing  made. 
Gilding  the  stars  in  the  field  of  blue. 
Holding  in  ripples  the  stripes  to  view. 

Brighter  the  eyes  in  the  gray-haired  throng. 
Lighter  the  hearts  and  in  each  a  song ; 
Buttons  were  gleaming  like  stars  above. 
And  in  younger  eyes  was  the  look  of  love. 

Thus  did  the  Sunbeam  and  Zephyr,  too, 
Help  to  welcome  the  "  boys  in  blue," 
Help  to  laurel  the  brave  again, 
Help  the  Now  to  enshrine  the  Then. 

Governor  Bushnell  was  followed  by  Comrade  G.  Gustave  Tafel, 
Mayor  of  Cincinnati,  who  in  an  admirable  address,  patriotic  and 
eloquent,  extended  the  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati. 

Hon.  M.  E.  Ingalls,  chairman  of  the  Citizen's  Executive  Com- 
mittee, who  had  at  Buffalo  extended  the  invitation  for  this  meeting 
in  Cincinnati,  followed  in  an  able  address. 

Col.  Wm.  B.  Melish,  executive  director  of  the  Citizen's  Com- 
mittee and  President  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
was  next  presented,  and  in  a  most  interesting  and  comprehensive 
manner  outlined  the  work  done  by  the  committee,  and  informed 
the  Encampment  fully  as  to  provision  made  for  their  entertainment 
and  that  of  the  visiting  Comrades. 
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To  these  addresses  the  Commander-in-Chief  responded  as  fol- 
lows: 

Gentlemen  representing  the  City  and  State  and  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
permit  me  to  return  to  you  our  most  earnest  thanks  for  the  cordial 
greeting  you  have  extended  to  the  old  veteran.  He  came  to  the 
city  of  Cincinnati  as  to  one  of  the  bright  spots  of  the  banks  of  the 
magnificent  river  that  flows  down  to  the  Gulf  and  upon  whose 
waters  so  many  incidents  are  familiar  and  along  which  so  many 
scenes  seem  to  have  occurred  but  yesterday.  We  recognize  the 
importance  of  your  city  and  we  appreciate  the  warmth  of  your  wel- 
come. We  are  glad  to  be  with  you.  We  come  from  every  section 
of  the  country  to  renew  old  associations,  to  revive  our  admiration 
for  the  Government  of  the  people  and  the  flag  that  represents  it,  to 
see  one  another  and  shake  one  another  by  the  hand,  perhaps  many 
of  us  for  the  last  time,  and  let  me  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  as 
the  step  of  the  veteran  grows  weaker  his  heart  grows  stronger,  and 
we  accept  your  welcome  in  the  most  cordial  manner  in  which  it  is 
tendered,  and  1  beg  to  assure  you  that  you  have  the  thanks  of  the 
entire  Grand  Army,  not  only  those  of  us  who  are  here,  but  those 
who  are  at  home — the  balance  of  the  340,000  who  are  looking  to 
see  what  is  being  done  in  Cincinnati  to  those  of  our  comrades  who 
are  here,  and  on  behalf  of  all  of  them  we  thank  you.  I  beg  to 
assure  you  that  we  will  carry  from  here  the  kindest  recollections  of 
Cincinnati  and  of  its  people,  and  we  will  take  to  our  homes  a  high 
appreciation,  not  only  of  the  courtesy  extended,  but  of  the  mag- 
nificent utterances  of  your  various  speakers,  because  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  takes  to  itself  considerable  credit  for  the 
condition  of  things  to-day  which  has  placed  the  American  nation 
upon  the  top  notch  of  fame.  It  has  worked  for  it ;  it  has  talked 
for  it ;  it  has  taught  for  it,  and  to-day  we  congratulate  each  other 
for  it.  And  in  going  to  our  homes  we  will  carry  with  us  new  in- 
spiration for  the  work  that  is  before  us  and,  right  or  wrong,  you 
will  find  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  standing  by  the  country 
always. 

And  now,  having  received  your  cordial  welcome  the  National 
Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  proceed  to 
its  legitimate  work.     I  understand  there  is  another  little  ceremony 
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to  be  performed  before  we  get  to  business.     Comrade  Monfort  has 
something  to  say. 

Comrade  Elias  R.  Monfort,  of  Cincinnati,  addressed  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief as  follows: 

Commander-in-Chief:  A  pleasant  duty  has  devolved  upon  me. 
The  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Georgetown  had  a  gavel  made  from  the 
wood  taken  from  the  house  in  which  that  matchless  leader,  our 
great  General  Grant,  was  formed  for  his  great  career.  The  mayor 
sent  that  gavel  to  one  of  our  metropolitan  dailies,  the  Commercial 
Tribune,  and  asked  that  it  be  the  medium  through  which  the  gavel 
should  be  presented,  and  1  have  been  asked  to  present  it. 

I  want  to  say  to  you,  Commander  and  comrades,  that  in  this 
presentation  it  seems  to  me  that  we  link  together  the  greatest  com- 
mander in  the  history  of  the  world  with  the  commander  of  the 
greatest  army  in  the  world  to-day.  It  is  linked  with  a  home  where 
was  framed  the  character  of  the  man  who  was  ready  for  the  time 
when  the  time  came.  It  is  especially  fitting,  it  seems  to  me, 
because  you  represent  in  your  personality  both  of  these  character- 
istics. You  are  the  hero  of  two  wars.  You  will  pardon  me  for 
such  an  expression.  You  were  with  us  when  the  nation  was  in 
peril.  You  did  your  duty  then,  and  when  the  interests  of  humanity 
were  at  stake  and  the  creat  principles  for  which  we  fought  were 
imperiled  you  took  ycur  place  again  in  the  front  and  led  a  portion 
of  our  army.  You  took  your  sword  out  when  the  time  came  when 
it  was  needed  and  now  you  return  to  us  and  take  the  gavel  which 
is  the  symbol  of  order,  the  symbol  of  peace,  the  symbol  of  every 
thing  which  will  develop  a  nation. 

Now,  sir,  as  the  representative  of  Mr.  0*Hara  and  the  paper 
through  which  this  is  presented,  I  give  you  this  gavel.  Use  it  with 
firmness  if  it  be  necessary,  but  let  it  be  used  with  a  heart  behind 
it,  a  heart  that  shall  have  charity  for  the  weaknesses  of  humanity  but 
with  the  same  heroic  courage  which  was  used  by  our  great  leader 
and  which  you  have  the  ability  to  exercise. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Comrade  Monfort  and  com- 
rades^ the  gavel  has  always  been  recognized  as  the  emblem  of 
authority,  and  surrounded  as  this  is  by  associations  so  tender  and 
so  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  old  soldier  I  accept  it  with  great  pleas- 
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use  and  will  cherish  it  as  one  of  the  mementoes  of  this  occasion 
that  will  linger  with  me  while  life  lasts,  I  know,  looking  into  the 
faces  of  this  body  of  soldier  citizens  and  citizen  soldiers,  that  it 
requires  but  little  use  of  the  gavel  to  control  it.  There  is  no  un- 
ruliness  among  men  whose  only  object  in  life  is  to  show  their 
devotion  to  country  and  flag  and  the  institutions  which  they  have 
done  so  much  to  preserve  and  which  they  wish  to  leave  to  succeed- 
ing generations  until  time  shall  be  no  more.  In  the  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  the  Encampment  I  shall  endeavor  to  execute  what 
has  been  assigned  to  me  in  a  manner  with  which  I  shall  be  satisfied 
in  my  own  heart  when  I  shall  leave  this  desk.  From  all  of  you  I 
shall  ask  but  the  indulgence  which  you  should  give  to  a  presiding 
officer  whose  only  desire  is  that  the  business  of  this  Encampment 
may  be  conducted  satisfactorily,  pleasantly  and  harmoniously  and 
who  desires  above  all  things  else  to  promote  a  cordial  agreement 
among  ourselves  to  do  what  is  right  under  all  circumstances. 

The  Encampment  was  then  opened  in  due  form.     The  Chap- 
lain-in-Chief  invoked  the  divine  blessing  as  follows  : 

Almighty  God,  Everlasting  Father,  Prince  of  Peace,  we  come  to  Thee  in 
this  great  patriotic  convocation  to  ask  Divine  wisdom  to  transact  the  business  of 
this  important  gathering.  We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  art  the  Father  of  National- 
ism, that  Thou  didst  reveal  its  principles  from  the  heights  of  Mount  Sinai.  We 
praise  Thy  name  that  Thou  hast  given  to  our  Nation  the  principles  that  have 
grown  in  the  evolution  of  government  into  such  great  results  as  has  given  a 
larger  liberty  to  humanity.  We  pray  that  Thou  wouldst  help  us  to  be  more  cog- 
nizant of  the  great  work  that  Thou  hast  wrought  out  in  our  Government  by  the 
spiritual  movements  that  have  developed  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brother- 
hood of  man.  We  thank  Thee  that  despotism  is  dying  out  and  that  theology  is 
not  wanted  so  much  as  the  religion  of  the  Man  of  Gallilee,  which  is  so  well 
adapted  to  the  character  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  We  pray  for 
Christ's  sake  to-day  that  Thou  wouldst  give  us  wisdom  to  turn  our  thoughts  to 
those  things  that  shall  develop  in  us  the  spiritual  life. 

We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  didst  give  us  a  beginning  of  religious  liberty  in 
the  Mayflower — that  cargo  of  humanity  which  has  blest  this  country.  We  thank 
Thee  for  the  intelligence  and  grace  of  Mary  Bald  Washington,  the  mother  of 
our  country  and  the  mother  of  that  great  son  who  led  the  army  to  victory  in 
1776.  We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  given  much  wisdom  to  the  men  that 
have  been  the  pride  of  this  nation  in  literature,  science  and  art.  We  thank 
Thee  for  that  great  character  that  produced  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
Thomas  Jefferson,  and  for  the  wisdom  that  John  Adams  put  into  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  new  march  of  all  our  literature  into  the  clear 
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sunburst  of  freedom  in  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  from  the  brain  of  Lincoln, 
the  incomparable,  and  for  the  heroes  in  blue  who  won  the  victory  over  American 
slavery  and  disunion.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  wisdom  that  came  to  those  who 
incarnated  in  our  Government  the  great  principles  of  liberty  and  have  sent  its 
music  down  to  the  centuries  yet  to  come. 

O  God,  we  thank  Thee  for  liberty  in  Education.  We  praise  Thee  that  Thou 
hast  given  us  the  American  schoolhouse,  which  is  the  bulwark  of  our  nation. 
We  thank  Thee  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  whose  principles  had  their 
beginning  in  1861  to  1865,  and  we  thank  Thee  for  these  men  who  have  gone 
forth  in  1898.  God  bless  our  boys  at  home  and  abroad,  and  we  pray  that  Thou 
mayst  stand  by  them  and  strengthen  them.  Give  us  greater  love  for  the  old  flag 
which  has  seemed  to  come  from  the  hand  of  God  itself. 

We  thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  given  us  this  emblem  that  we  are  to  carry 
forth  for  civilization  and  to  make  the  nations  who  have  been  blackened  by 
superstition  and  darkness,  brighter  and  more  beautiful.  The  evolution  of  our 
flag  gives  a  wider  truth  to  humanity.  It  has  become  a  patriotic  schoolhouse,  a 
symbolism  of  those  elements  which  make  good  government;  justice  born  of  God. 
**  $hall  not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?"  The  Lord  hath  gotten  us  the 
victory,  and  purity  to  point  out  the  spotless  life  of  the  republic.  I^st,  but  not 
least,  peace ;  and  the  mellow  words  of  the  Son  of  God  are  again  on  the  breeze 
to  every  comrade,  "  My  peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you."  Oh, 
how  peace  like  a  snowy  cataract  is  spilling  its  snow  white  waters  upon  the  islands 
of  the  sea ;  how  its  silver  billows  are  marching  in  white  battalions  across  the 
continents  resulting  from  the  international  liberty  of  the  old  flag.  A  flag  for  the 
national  capital;  a  flag  for  every  temple  of  justice;  a  flag  for  every  church  steeple; 
for  every  mountain  top;  a  flag  for  every  ship  mast;  a  flag  for  every  schoolhouse; 
a  flag  for  all  the  world.  All  hail  the  banner  of  the  free  I  May  it  continue  to 
kiss  the  breeze  until  distant  unborn  generations  rise  up  and  look  on  its  dancing 
folds.  We  pray  Thee  that  all  the  world  may  be  free.  We  thank  Thee  that  we 
are  on  a  mighty  move  to  bring  peace  to  all  the  world.  Lord  direct  the  interests 
of  our  Encampment  to-day  as  we  go  into  our  deliberations.  May  what  we  do 
here  result  in  great  good  to  all,  and  may  we  be  able  as  Grand  Army  men  to  take 
hold  of  the  golden  key  ol  the  Son  of  God  that  will  unlock  the  gates  and  take  us 
into  the  Grand  Encampment  above  the  stars.  We  ask  it  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Amen. 

The  Adjutant-General  called  the  roll  of  the  officers  of  the 
Encampment  and  the  National  Council  of  Administration,  and 
read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Cumings,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Credentials  was  adopted  and  the  calling  of 
the  roll  of  members  was  dispensed  with. 
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The  report  was  as  follows  : 

Headquarters  Grand  Army  op  the  Republic, 

Oppice  op  Committee  on  Credentials, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  8,  1898. 

To  Adjutant  General,  G.  A,  R,: 
Comrade  : 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have 
examined  the  Roll  of  the  Thirty-second  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  to  be  held  in  Cincinnati,  on  Sept.  8-9,  1898,  as  prepared 
by  the  Adjutant  General,  and  find  that  it  corresponds  with  the  regularly 
presented  credentials  and  the  reports  from  the  several  Departments,  and 
is  correct. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  said  Roll  to  be 
adopted  as  the  Roll  of  Membership  of  this  Thirty-second  Encampment. 

The  whole  number  of  members  entitled  to  vote  at  present  is  divided 
as  follows  : 

National  officers 9 

Past  National  officers 39 

Council  of  Administration     45 

Representatives 1,153 

Total  membership 1,246 

Thos.  J.  Stewart, 

Adjutant  General, 
J.  H.  Thacher,  Connecticut. 
R.  M.  Smock,  Indiana. 
James  P.  Averill,  Georgia. 


The  following  is  the  roll  of  the  Encampment,  those  marked 
with  an  asterisk  [*]  being  present. 


Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


lo  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 


ROLL  OF  THE  THIRTY-SECOND  NATIONAL 

ENCAMPMENT 

^1898^ 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS. 
-^Commander  in- Chief    ....     JOHN  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Lebanon,  Pa. 
^Senior  Vice  Commander  in- Chief   .    ALFRED  LYTH, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  .    FRANCIS  B.  ALLEN, 

Hartford,  Conn. 

^Surgeon  General DAVID  MA  CRAY, 

Dallas,  Texas. 

*Chaplain-in- Chief Rev.  FRANK  C.  BRUNER, 

Chicago,  111. 

^Adjutant  General THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Norristown,  Pa. 
^Quartermaster  General    .       .       .     CHARLES  BURROWS, 

Rutherford,  N.  J. 

"^ Inspector  General, ALONZO  WILLIAMS, 

Providence,  R.  I. 
^/udge  Advocate  General    .     .     .     ELL  TORRANCE, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

♦Alabama M.  D.  Wickersham  .  Mobile 

Arizona W.  M.  Moore    .   .  .  Tucson 

*Apkansas Geo.  W.  Clark  .  .  .  Little  Rock 

California  and  Nhvada    Chas.  A.  Woodruff .  (Address,    Gov- 
ernors Island,  N.  Y.) 
Colorado  and  Wyoming    Byron  L.  Carr  .  .  .  Denver 
Connecticut S.  J.  Fox New  Haven 
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^Delaware Elwood  Craig   .  .  .  Wilmington 

Florida T.  S.  Wilmarth     .  .  Jacksonville 

*Georgia J.  A.  Commerford  .  Marietta 

Idaho Judson  Spofford    .  .  Boise 

♦Illinois Thos.  W.  Scott .  .  .  Fairfield 

♦Indiana Wm.  H.  Armstrong    Indianapolis 

♦Indian  Territory  ....  Robt.  W.  Hill   .  .  .  Muskogee  (Ad- 
dress Canandaigua,  N.  Y.) 

♦Iowa Luman  L.  Cadwell  .  Decorah 

♦Kansas P.  H.  Coney  ....  Topeka 

Kentucky  

Louisiana  and  Mississippi  Paul  Bruce New  Orleans,  La 

Maine Herbert  R.  Sargent    Portland 


Maryland Marion  A.  Brian 

♦Massachusetts W.  W.  Blackmar 

Michigan William  Jibb  . 

♦Minnesota  ........  D.  B.  Searle   . 

♦Missouri F.  M.  Sterrett 

Montana John  Halahard 

♦Nebraska L.  J.  Horton  . 

New  Hampshire Albert  L.  Hall 

New  Jersey J.  J.  Kents  .  . 

New  Mexico Hiram  Crampton 

New  York James  Owens . 

North  Dakota P.  Latourette  . 

♦Ohio E.  R.  Monfort 

♦Oklahoma W.    H.  Baker 

Oregon T.  C.  Smith   . 

♦Pennsylvania Wm.  H.  Graham 

Potomac N.  B.  Prentice 

♦Rhode  Island Nelson  W.  Viall 

South  Dakota J.  A.  Pickler 

♦Tennessee Charles  W.  Biese 

Texas J.  W.  Ayres    . 

Utah E.  W.  Tatlock 

Vermont S.  H.  Wood   . 

♦Virginia  &  N.  Carolina.  James  E.  Fuller    . 

Washington  and  Alaska  H.  E.  Farnsworth 


Baltimore 

1933  Druid  Hill  Ave. 

Boston 

Monroe 

St.  Cloud 

St.  Louis 

Anaconda 

Stanton 

Newport 

Trenton 

Santa  Fe 

New  York 

Lakota 

Cincinnati 

Ponca  City 

Salem 

Pittsburg 

Washingt'n,D.C 

Howard 

Faulkton 

Chattanooga 

Dallas 

Salt  Lake  City 

St.  Albans 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Pomeroy,  Wash. 
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*West  Virginia W.  C.  Leonard     .  .  Parkersburg 

Wisconsin     O.  W.  Carlson  .  .  .  Milwaukee 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 
ADMINISTRATION. 

*E.  R.  Monfort Cincinnati,  O. 

*F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis,  Mo. 

*Wm.  H.  Armstrong Indianapolis,  Ind. 

*Robt.  W.  Hill Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 

(Member  from  Indian  Territory) 

♦Thomas  W.  Scott Fairfield,  111. 

♦Luman  L.  Cadwell Decorah,  Iowa. 

*Ellwood  Craig Wilmington,  Del. 

PAST  NATIONAL  OFFICERS. 

PAST  COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

fB.  F.  Stephenson  (Provisional)  [died  Aug.  30,  1871]     1866 
fS.  A.  Hurlbut,  Illinois  [died  March  27,  1882]      .         1866-7 
tJohn  A.  Logan,  Illinois  [died  Dec.  26,  1886]         .         1868-9-70 
f  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  Rhode  Island  [died  Sep.  13, 1881]  1871-2 
f  Charles  Devens,  Massachusetts  [died  Jan.  7,  1891]  1873-4 

tJohn  F.  Hartranft,  Pennsylvania  [died  Oct.  17,  1889]  1875-6 
tJohn  C.  Robinson,  New  York  [died  Feb.  18,  1897]  1877-8 
fWilliam  Earnshaw,  Ohio  [died  July  17,  1885]        .         1879 

*Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia.  Pa 1880 

George  S.  Merrill,  Lawrence,  Mass.       .  .         1881 

Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  Neb.        .         .  1882 

♦Robert  B.  Beath,  Philadelphia,  Pa.        .         .         .         1883 

*John  S.  Kountz,  Toledo,  Ohio      .         .         .  1884 

*S.  S.  Burdett,  Washington,  D.  C.  ...         1885 

fLucius  Fairchild,  Madison,  Wis.  [died  May  23,  1896]  1886 

*John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  .  .         1887 

William  Warner,  Kansas  City,  Mo.        .         .         .         1888 

Russell  A.  Alger,  Detroit,  Mich.  .         .         .         1889 

fWheelock  G.  Veazey,  Rutland,  Vt.  [died  Mch.  22,^98]  1890 

John  Palmer,  Albany,  N.  Y.  .         .         .         .         1891 

*A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  .         .         .         1892 

fDeceased. 
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♦John  G.  B.  Adams,  Lynn,  Mass. 

♦Thomas  G.  Lawler,  Rockford.  111. 

♦Ivan  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

*T.  S.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  Neb 

PAST  SENIOR  VICB-COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

t Joshua  T.  Owen,  Pennsylvania  [died  Nov.  7,  1887] 
fLucius  Fairchild,  Madison,  Wis. 
♦Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
fEdward  Jardine,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Joseph  S.  Reynolds,  Chicago,  III. 

Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  Neb. 

John  Palmer,  Albany,  N.  Y, 
♦Edgar  D.  Swain,  Chicago,  III. 

Charles  L.  Young,  Toledo,  Ohio, 

W.  E.  W.  Ross,  Baltimore.  Md. 

William  Warner,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Selden  Connor,  Portland,  Me. 

S.  W.  Backus,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Nelson  Cole,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Moses  H.  Neil,  Columbus,  Ohio   . 
♦A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
tRichard  F.  Tobin.  Massachusetts  [died  Nov.  22,  1890] 
♦Geo.  H.  Innis,  S.  Boston,  Mass.  [elected  A pril  7,  1891] 

Henry  M.  Duffield,  Detroit,  Mich. 

R.  H.  Warfield,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
♦Ivan  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
♦A.  P.  Burchfield,  Pittsburg,  Pa.    . 
♦E.  H.  Hobson,  Greensburg,  Ky.  . 

John  H.  Mullen,  Wabasha,  Minn. 


1893 
1894 

1395 
1896 

1868 

1869-70 

1871-2 

1874 

1875-6 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

T887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1891 

1892 

1893 
1894 

1895 
1896 


PAST  JUNIOR  VICE-COMMANDERS-IN-CHIEF. 

Joseph  R.  Hawley,  Hartford,  Conn.      .         .  1868-9 

*Louis  Wagner,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  .         .         .  1870 

J.  Warren  Keifer,  Springfield,  Ohio  .         .  1871  2 

Ed  Ferguson,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1873 
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*Guy  T.  Gould,  Chicago,  111 1874 

C.  J.  Buckbee,  New  Haven,  Conn.         .  .  1875-6 

fWilliam  Earnshaw,  Ohio  [died  July  17,  1885]  1877 

fH.  E.  Hill,  Massachusetts  [died  April  8,  1892]  1878 

H.  Dingman,  Washington,  D,  C.  .  1879 

fO.  Bowers,  New  Hampshire  [died  Feb.  14,  1884]  1880 

*C.  V.  R.  Pond.  Lansing,  Mich 1881 

I.  S.  Bangs,  Waterville,  Me 1882 

fW.  H.  Holmes,  California  [died  March  26.  1889]  1883 

Ira  E.  Hicks,  New  Britain,  Conn.  .  1884 

John  R.  Lewis,  Atlanta,  Ga.  ....  1885 

*Edgar  Allen,  Richmond,  Va 1886 

*John  C.  Linehan,  Penacook,  N.  H.       .  .  1887 

Joseph  Hadfield,  New  York,  N.  Y.         .         .         .  1888 

*J.  F.  Lovett,  Trenton,  N.  J 1889 

fGeorge  B.  Creamer,  Maryland  [died  Sept.  16,  1894]  1890 

*T.  S.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  Neb 1891 

*Peter  B.  Ayars,  Wilmington,  Del.         .  .  1892 

*J.  C.  Biggar,  Dallas,  Texas,  ....  1893 

*Charles  H.  Shute,  New  Orleans,  La.      .         .         .  1894 

S.  G.  Cosgrove,  Pomeroy,  Wash.  .         .         .  1895 

Charles  W.  Buckley,  Montgomery,  Ala.         .  1896 
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DEPARTMENTS. 


The  figures  within  the  parentheses  (   )  show  the  number  of  each 
Department  in  order  of  permanent  organization. 

ALABAMA.     (42.) 

Organized  March  12,  1889.         Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    203 

♦Commander. A.  G.  Bethard,  Decatur 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Samuel  Griscom,  Birmingham 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander A.  J.  Harper,  Larkinsville 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  E.  D.  Bacon,  Birmingham 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

♦R.  H.  Allison  (at  large)  A.  W.  Fulghum,  Birmingham 

New  Decatur 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

♦Geo.  H.  Patrick,  Washington,  D.  C.  ♦].  Clyde  Millar,  Birmingham,  .1893 

1876*80    C.  W.  Buckley,  Montgomery,  1894 

♦F.  G.  Sheppard.  Birmingham,  1889  ♦Manoah  Bostick,  Birmingham,  '95 

W.  H.  Hunter,  Birmingham,  1890    ♦Geo.  F.  Wollenhaupt,  Cullman, 
tSeymour  Bullock,  1891  1896 

A.  B.  Hayes,  Cullman,  1891  *W.  H.  Black,  Montgomery,  1897 

♦William  Snyder,  Birmingham,  1892 

ARIZONA.     (40.) 

Organized  Jan.  17,  1888  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,     227 

♦Commander James  Finley,  Tucson 

Senior  Vice-Commander        ....  John  Y.  T.  Smith,  Phoenix 

Junior  Vice-Commander Jas.  D.  Monihan,  Phoenix 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Douglas  Snyder,  Tucson 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

H.  B.  Gilland  (at  large)  Flagstaff  ♦S.  C.  Rees.  Prescott 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

A.  L.  Grow,  Tombstone,  1888  Chas.  D.  Beldon,  Phoenix,  1894 

A.  B.  Sampson,  Tucson,  1889  W.  F.  R.  Schindler,  Prescott,  1895 

Geo.  F.  Coats,  California,  1890  A.  J.  Sampson,  Equador,  1896 

Edward  Schwartz,  Alaska,  1891-2  *Geo.  Hox worth.  Flagstaff,  1897 
Douglas  Snyder,  Tucson,  1893 
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ARKANSAS.     (31.) 

Organized  July  11.  1883.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,     ^74 

♦Commander W.  G.  Gray,  Fayetteville 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Hubbel  Stone,  Fort  Smith 

Junior  Vice-Commander J.  B.  Potter,  Berry ville 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .  .  J.  J-  Curry,  Fayetteville 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

James  Oats  (at  large)  E.  E.  Shaw,  Brinkley 

*VV.  F.  Little,  VV'est  Fork  H.  Stewart,  Springdale 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tS.  Wheeler.  1883-4  P.  Clayton.  City  of  Mexico,  1892 

C.  M.  Barnes,  Guthrie,  Olcla.  T.  '85  fL-  H.  Roots,  1893 

C.  C.  Waters,  Little  Rock,  1886  \t,  H.  Barnes,  1893-4 

T.  Boles,  Ft.  Smith,  1887  W.  C.  Roberts,  HuntsviMe 

S.  K.  Robinson,  Ft.  Smith,  1888  O.  M.  Spellroan,  Pine  Bluff,  1896 

A.  S.  Fowler,  Little  Rock,  1889  90  A.  H.  Soekland,  Stuttgart,  1897 
W.  H.  H.  Clayton,  Ft.  Smith,  1891 

CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA.     (10.) 

Organized  Feb.  21,  1868.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1897,    5,355 

♦Commander Sol  Cahen,  San  Francisco 

Senior  Vice-Commander W.  H.  Seamans,  Sacramento 

Junior  Vice- Commander J.  W.  McCullough,  Auburn 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  T.  C.  Masteller,  San  Francisco 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

Henry  C.  Dibble  (at  large)  W.  H.  Bouse,  Los  Angelos. 

San  Francisco    A.  H.  Johnson,  Monrovia 
Chas.  A.Woodruff.  New  York,  N.Y.  *H.  J.  Wallace.  San  Jose 
J.  G.  Giesting,  San  P>ancisco  E.  L.  Hawk,  New  Castle 

*A.  T.  E^glcston,  St.  Louis,  Mo.         J.  B.  Lauck,  San  Francisco 
A.  W.  Barrett,  Sacramento  B.  F.  Tattler,  San  Jose 

♦A,  D.  Hurd,  Sacramento  *W.  G.  Bratton 

— Brattain,  San  Francisco  *W.  H.  Bonsall 

*P.  P.  Livermore 

PAST    DEFARTMKNT   COMMANDERS. 

W.  H.  Aiken,  Wrights,  1873-4  T.  H.  Goodman,  San  Francisco. *88 

E.  Carlson,  Berkley.  1875  Geo.  E.  Gard,  Los  Angeles,  1889 

S.  W.  Backus,  San  Francisco,  1877  *A.  J.  Buckles,  Fairfield,  1890 
tS.  P.  Ford,  1878-9  W.H.L.  Barnes,  San  Francisco,*9i 
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CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA— Concluded. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDIRS. 

C.  Mason  Kinne,  San  Francisco,        J.  B.  Fuller,  Marysville,  1892 

i88o-8i     E.  C.  Seymour,  San  Bernardino/93 

W.  A.  Robinson,  San  Francisco,'82    J.  M.  Wallinjf,  Nevada  City,  1894 
tjatpes  W.  Staples,  1883  Chas.  E.  Wilson,  San  Francisco,'95 

tj.  M.  Davis.  1884  *T.  C.  Masteller,  San  Francisco,  '96 

R   H.  Warfield,  San  Francisco, '85    N.  P.  Chipman,  San  Francisco,  '97 

W.  R.  Smedberg,  San  Francisco,  *86 

E.  S.  Salomon,  San  Francisco,  '87 

COLORADO  AND  WYOMING.     (21.) 

Organized  as  the  Department  of  the  Mountains,  Dec.  11,  1879;  name 
changed  to  Colorado.  July  31,  1882;  name  changed  to  Colorado 
and  Wyoming,  August  28,  1889. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,     2561 

♦Commander W.  T.  S.  May,  Denver 

Senior  Vice-Commander S.  A.  Bristol.  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

Junior  Vice-Commander J.  S.  Fretz,  Victor,  Colo. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Nathan  T.  Cox,  Denver 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*A.  A.  Shell  (at  large)  *J.  H.  Moser.  Denver 

Cripple  Creek    George  H.  Young,  Evans 
*J.  J.  Fiizgerrell,  Florence  T.  J.  Foote,  Denver 

*S.  M.  French,  Monte  Vista  E.  H.  Mileisen,  Denver 

J.  W.  Huff,  Victor 

PASr   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

t Andrew  Taylor,  1 775-^7  Delos  L.  Holden,  Pueblo,  1890 

F.  J.  Bancroft,  Denver,  1878-9  *Geo.  W.  Cook,  Denver,  1891 
J.  W.  Donnellan,  Salt  Lake,  Utah.  *J.  C.  Kennedy.  Denver.  1892 

i88o-i  M.  W.  Reed,  Denver,  1893 

B.  L.  Carr,  Longmont,  1884  N.  Rollins,  Leadville,  1894 

A.  V.  Bohn,  Leadville,  1885  N.  J.  O'Brien,  Cheyenne,  Wyo.  '95 

George  Ady,  Denver,  1887  H.  O.  Dodge,  Boulder,  1896 

John  W.  Browning,  Denver,  1888  U.  S.  Hollister,  Denver,  1897 
T.  M.  Fisher,  Cheyenne,  Wyo.  1889 
tDeceascd. 
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CONNECTICUT.     (6.) 

Organized  April  ii,  1867         Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1897,    5,695 

♦Commander Wm.  Edgar  Simonds,  Hartford 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Thomas  Boudren,  Bridgeport 

*  Junior  Vice  Commander Win.  H.  Loomis,  Rockville 

^Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  John  H.  Thacher,  Hartford 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

Geo.  A.  Hammond  (at  large)  Chas.  D.  Barnes,  Southington 

Putnam  John  I.  Hutchinson,  Middletown 

^Alexander  Hades,  New  Britain  N.  Burton  Rogers,  Danbury 

*John  Holies.  Willimantic  *W.  S.  Chase,  Milford 

*Wm.  H.  W'hitelaw,  Hartford  Josephus  Stone,  Norwich 

H.  C.  Hayden,  Meriden  W.  S.  Pomeroy,  VVethersfield 

*J.  Nelson  Brown,  New  Hartford  V.  F.  McNeil,  New  Haven 

*  Harvey  Whitmore,  Chaplin 
*D.  F.  Sharpe,  Guilford 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

E.  Harland,  Norwich,  1867  F.  D.  Sloat,  Washington,  D.  C  '85 

tTheo.  G,  Ellis,  1868-9  *John  T.  Crary,  Norwich,  1886 

tWilliam  H.  Mallory,  1870-1  H.  E.  Taintor,  Hartford,  1887 

L.  A.  Dickinson,  Hartford,  1872  3  S.  B.  Home,  Winsted,  1888 

tCharles  J.  Buckbee,   1874-5  Wm.  H.  Pierpont,  New  Haven,  '89 

Wm.  E.  Disbrow,  B'geport,  1876-7    J.  C.  Broatch,  Middletown,  1890 

fFrank  G.  Otis,  1878  H.  N.  Fanton,  Daiibury,  1891 

tCharles  E.  Fowler,  1878-9  B.  E  Smith,  Willimantic,  1892 

Geo.  S.  Smith,  Norwich,  1880  W^  F.  Rogers,  Meriden,  1893 

*A.  B.  Beers,  Bridgeport,  1881  *S.  G.  Blakeman,  Shelton,  1894 

I.  E.  Hicks,  New  Britain,  1882  J.  M.  Brewer,  Norwich,  1895 

I.  B.  Hyatt,  Meriden,  1883  O.  W.  Cornish,  Waterbury,  1896 

tWilliam  Berry,  1884  Gustavus  D.  Bates,  Putnam,  1897 

DELAWARE.     (23.) 

Organized  Jan.  14,  1881.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    642 

*Commander Robert  Liddell,  Wilmington 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander W.  S.  Byron,  Wilmington 

♦Junior  Vice  Commander J.  W.  Worrell,  Pleasant  Hill 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General William  A.  Reilly,  Wilmington 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*Wm.  H.  Moystin  (at  large)  J.  B.  Simmons,  Harrington 

Wilmington    Wm.  Kelly,  Jr.,  Wilmington 
*H.  D.  Entriken,  Wilmington 
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DELAWARE— Concluded. 

PAST  DERARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

fW.  S.  McNair,  1881  Samuel  Lewis,  Wilmington,  1890 

John  Wainwright,  Wilmington,  1882    A.  J.  Woodman,  Wilmington,  189 1 

♦Daniel  Ross,  Wilmington,  1883         *Geo.  W.  Stradley,  Harrington.  '92 
Chas.  M.  Carey,  Wyoming,  1884         B.  D.  Bogia,  Wilmington,  1893 

*J.  S.  Litzenberg.  Wilmington,  1885    J.  E.  Vantine,  New  Castle,  1894 

tjohn  M.  Dunn,  1886  Edwin  F.  Wood,  Dover,  1895 

John  E.  Mowbray,  Dover,  1887  Wm.  B.  Norton,  Wilmingtcm,  1896 

R.G.Buckingham.  Pleasant  Hill.  *88  J.  S.  Bradley,  Milford,  1897 
Peter  B.  Ayars,  Wilmington,  1889 

FLORIDA.     (36,) 
Organized  June  19,  1884  Number  of  members  Dec.  31.  1897    398 

♦Commander George  H.  Packwood,  Tampa 

Senior  Vice -Commander E.  Kirby,  Fruitland 

Junior  Vice-Commander H.  F.  Dutton,  Gainesville 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General  .  .   .   .  F.  G.  Parcell,  Tampa 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

W.  H.  McCormick  (at  large)  *T.  C.  Keys.  Eustis 

Jacksonville 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

*T.  S.  Wilmarth,  Columbia,  1885         J.  DeV.  Hazzard,  Eustis,  1892 
G.  H.  Norton.  Eustis,  1886  George  F.  Foote,  Zellwood,  1893 

E.  W.  Henck.  Longwood,  1887  D.  L.  Way.  Sanford,  1894 

Wm.  James,  Jacksonville,  1888  tP.  E.  McMurray,  1895 
J.  W.  V.  R.  Plummer,  Key  West,  '89*!..  Y.  Jenness,  St.  Petersburg.  1896 
Fred  Goodrich,  DeLand,  1890  Chas.  M.  Ellis,  Jacksonville,  1897 

John  H.  Welsh,  Welshton,  1891 

GEORGIA.     (41.) 
Organized  Jan.  25,  1889.               Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  '.897,     571 
♦Commander Jas.  O.  Ladd,  Summerville,  S.  C 

Senior  Vice-Commander V.  P.  Dillingham,  Fitzgerald,  Ga. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Adam  Finley,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Joshua  F.  Ensor,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*I.  M.  Mallory  (at  large)  Fitzgerald     J.  T.  Eichberg.  Atlanta,  Ga. 
*L.  P.  Teeters,  Rockwart  W.  H.  Kimball,  Tallapoosa, 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

John  R.  Lewis,  Atlanta,  1889  Chas.  T.  Watson,  Atlanta,  1894 

fDavid  Porter.  1890  *L.  B.  Nelson,  Atlanta.  1895 

A.  E.  Sholes,  Savannah,  1891  John  L.Clem,  Portland,  Oregon,' 96 

Thos.  F.  Gleason,  Savannah,  i892-3*James  P.  Averill,  Atlanta,  1897 
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IDAHO.     (39.) 

Organized  Jan.  11,  1888.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1897,    382 

Commander Nelson  F.  Kimball,  Weiser 

Senior  Vice-Commander  .   .   .  .   .   .  S.  L.  Thompson.  Lewiston 

Junior  Vice-Commander C.  B.  Holt,  Moscow 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Charles  A.  Clark,  Boise 

REPRESENTATIVE  ALTERNATE 

L.  Rowley  (at  large),  Lewiston         *H.  F.  Reel,  Boise 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tWilliam  H.  Nye,  1887-8  R.  H.  Barton,  Moscow.  1893 

A.  S.  Senter,  Shoshone,  1889  Thos.  J.  Groome,  Boise,  1894 

W  .  T.  Riley,  Hailey,  1890  D.  H.  Budlong,  Coeur  D'Alene,  '95 

Judson  Spofford,  Boise,  1891  James  L.  Fuller,  Bliss,  1896 

A.  O.  Ingalls,  Murray,  1892  Lindol  Smith,  Moscow,  1S97 

ILLINOIS,     (i.) 

Organized  April  1.  1866.        Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,      24,274 

♦Commander John  C.  Black,  Chicago 

*Senior  Vice-Commander  ......  W.  H.  Coffman,  Champaign 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Samuel  McFeeley,  Streator 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General C.  A.  Partridge,  Chicago 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Joel  M.  Longenecker  (at  large)  L.  S.  Lambert,  Galesburg 
Chicago    E.  C.  Moderwell.  Chicago 

♦A.  H.  McCracken,  Chicago  P.  G.  Gardner,  Chicago 

♦A.  A.  Adair,  Chicago  John  L.  Manning,  Chicago 

♦Nicholas  Steilen,  Chicago  J.  R.  Corbus,  Chicago 

♦C.  B.  Wilson,  Chicago  J.  L.  Locke,  Chicago 

♦E.  P.  Murdock,  Chicago  Henry  F.  Smith,  Chicago 

♦James  Donohue,  Chicago  F.  S.  Capron,  Chicago 

♦M.  Umbdenstock,  Chicago  B.  F.  Herrington,  Yorkville 

♦T.  S.  Rogers,  Downers  Grove  I.  E.  Thorp,  Flagg 

♦T.  J.  Abbott,  Rockford  G.  G.  Kiefer,  Sterling 

♦William  Harbaugh,  Geneseo  ♦A.  E.  Nichols,  Kankakee 

P.  C.  Hayes,  Joliet  W.  W.  Bean,  Streator 

♦J.  A.  Hoover,  Poniiac  F.  H.  Gray,  Homer 

♦Christian  Riebsame,  Bloomington  W.  A.  Lane,  Pekin 

♦Isaac  Taylor,  Peoria  C.  B.  Bristol,  Monmouth 

♦C.  V.  Chandler,  Macomb  F.  G.  Hocking,  Jacksonville 

t  Deceased. 
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ILLINOIS— Concluded. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*J.  E.  Vertrees,  Pittsfield  R.  P.  Lytle,  Decatur 

*W.  H.  Sammons,  Springfield  James  Pack,  Alton 

*J.  H.  Crowder,  Bethany  J.  L.  Mattoon,  Greenup 

*A.  B.  Huston,  Paris  Thomas  W.  Scott,  Fairfield 

*A.  L.  Wall,  Fairfield  James  H.  Hindman,  Rockwood 

♦S.  G.  Burdick.  Centralia  N.  B.  Thistlewood.  Cairo 

*J.  C.  Scott,  Carbondale  F.  A.  Freer,  Galesburg 

*C.  C.  Duffy,  Ottawa  John  F.  Savage,  Rockwood 
*C.  H.  Castle,  Quincy 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tB.  F.  Stephenson.  iS66  fA.  C.  Sweeter,  1887 

*Guy  T.  Gould,  Chicago,  1873  *James  A.  Sexton,  Chicago,  1888 

tH.  H.  Hilliard,  1874-5-6  *James  S.  Martin,  Salem,  1889 
J.  S.  Reynolds,  Chicago,  1877  W.  L.  Distin,  Sitka.  Alaska.  1890 

T.  B,  Coulter,  Aurora,  1878  *Horace  S.  Clark.  Mattoon,  1891 
*Edgar  D.  Swain,  Chicago,  1879-80     Igdwin  Harlan,  Marshall,  1892 

*J.  W.  Burst,  Sycamore.  1881  *E.  A.  Blodgett,  Chicago,  1893 
*Thos.  G.  Lawler,  Rockford,  1882        H.  H.  McDowell,  Pontiac,  1894 
S.  A.  Harper,  Peoria,  1883  W.  H.  Powell,  Belleville,  1895 

*L.  T.  Dickason,  Chicago,   1884  *W.  G.  Cochran,  Sullivan,  1896 

tW.  W.  Berry,  1885  *Albert  L.  Schimpff,  Peoria,  1897 
tP.  S.  Post,  1886. 

INDIANA.     (20.) 

Organized  Nov.  27,  1866.     Re-organized  Oct.  3,  1879. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    18,484 

♦Commander Daniel  Ryan,  Utica 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Benj.  M.  Hutchins,  Columbus 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Jesse  H.  Carpenter,  Angola 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .  .   .  R.  M.  Smock,  Indianapolis 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

James  A.  Mount  (at  large)  ♦William  S.  Haggard,  Lafayette 

Indianapolis    Chas.  W.  Wheeler,  Princeton 
♦Elder  Cooper,  Evansville  J.  M.  Jones,  Cataract 

♦Aikman  Carnahan,  Washington         Wyatt  E.  Willey,  Charlestown 
♦Charles  H.  Sowle,  New  Albany  Henry  B.  Sparks,  Rising  Sun 

♦William  T.  Strickland,  Columbus      John  F.  Spencer,  Moores  Hill 

♦Thomas  Jones,  Seymour  ♦Henry  H.  Woods.  Martinsville 
♦Elias  Kemper,  Mansfield  Jesse  Robertson,  Terre  Haute 

fDeceased. 
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Thirty-second  National  Encampment 


INDIANA— Concluded. 

REPRESENTATIVES  ALTERNATES 

♦Ellis  M.  Weaver,  Pittsbora  Elisha  Weakley,  Shelbyville 

*Wlliatn  H.  Swope,  Milton  Beverly  W.  Sullivan,  Indianapolis 

*John  M.  Paver,  Indianapolis  A.  O.  Briggs,  Elwood 

♦William  H.  Younts,  Eaton  John  W.  Foster,  Pittsburg 

♦Charles  W.  Scott.  Lebanon  Daniel  Waugh,  Tipton 

♦John  A.  Swoveland,  Tipton  Henry  A.  Root,  Michigan  Cit>' 

♦James  B.  Roach,  Montlcello  Daniel  A.  Smith,  Kokomo 

♦Albert  P.  Miller,  Wabash  David  S.  Redelshimer,  Monroev'le 

♦Amos  R.  Walter.  Fort  Wayne  Franklin  S.  Carlton,  S.  Bend 

James  D.  Braden.  Elkhart  Geo.  W.  Steeley,  W.  Lebanon 

♦George  L.  Gegner.  Ridgeville  James  H.  Cisney,  Warsaw 
♦Cornelius  Bell,  Denver 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Robert  S.  Foster,  Indianapolis,  A.  D.  Vanosdol,  Madison.  1888 

1866-7-8  ♦Chas.  M.  Travis,  Crawfordsville, 
tNathan  Kimball,  1869  1889 

tLewis  Humphrey,  1879  ♦Gil  R.  Stormont,  Princeton,  1890 

tjonathan  B.  Hager,  1880  ♦Ivan  N.  Walker,  Indianapolis,  1891 

William  W.  Dudley,  Washington,      Jos.  B.  Cheadle,  Frankfort,  1892 
D.  C,  1881    Jas.  T.  Johnston,  Rockville,  1893 

Jas.  R.  Carnahan,  Ind'p'lis,  1882-3  ♦Albert  O.  Marsh, Winchester,  1894 
♦Edwin  Nicar,  South  Bend.  1884         Harvey  B.  Schively,  Wabash,  1895 

David  N.  Foster,  Ft.  Wayne,  1885   ♦Henry  M.  Caylor,  Noblesville,  '96 
fThomas  W.  Bennett,  1886  ♦James  S.  Dodge.  Elkhart,  1897 

tira  J.  Chase,  1887 

INDIAN  TERRITORY.     (45.) 

Organized  July  3,  1891.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    4^4 

♦Commander David  Redfield,  Ardmore 

Senior  Vice-Commander William  Witt,  McAlester 

Junior  Vice-Commander Lee  Marshall,  Big  Cabin 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Stewart  Dennee,  Ardmore 

REPRkiSENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

♦A.  Griffith  (at  large),  S.  McAlester 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

♦Robt.  W.  Hill,  Canandaigua,  N.Y.,  J.  L.  Thomas,  Muskogee,  1895 

1892    Wm.  H.  Harrison,  Checotah,  1896 
J.  H.  Spann,  McAlester,  1893  ♦R.  M.  J.  Shriver,  Miami,  1897 

Savelon  Boyles,  Tahlequah,  1894 

fDeccased. 
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IOWA.     (19.) 

Organized  Sept.  26,  1866.    Re-organized  Jan.  23,  1879. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,     15,059 

♦Commander R.  W.  Tirrill,  Manchester 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander D.  G.  Eldridge,  Sheldon 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander P.  H.  Lennon,  Guthrie  Center 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Henry  A.  Dyer,  Des  Moines 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦D.  W.  McElroy  (at  large),  Keokuk    W.  A.  Abbett,  Des  Moines 

♦E  G.  Stephens,  Burlington  Thomas  Bell,  Fairfield 

♦W.  P.  Moothart,  Washington  W.  B.  Collins,  Keokuk 

John  H.  Munroe,  Muscatine  ♦George  Metzgar,  Davenport 

♦G.  W.  Both  well,  Fairbank  Walter  Carpenter,  Iowa  Falls 

O.  P.  Waterbury,  Nora  Springs  ♦Joseph  Bowers,  Clear  Lake 

♦P.  McCusker,  Decorah  W.  H.  Spear,  Westgate 

♦M.  V.  B.  Evans.  Beaman  W.  T.  Rigby,  Stanwood 

♦D.  D.  Moore,  Sigourney  B.  M.  Talbot,  Brooklyn 

♦L.  M.  Godley,  Ottumwa  C.  M.  Doan,  Kellogg 

♦J.  H.  Andrews,  Winterset  F.  F.  Blyler,  Des  Moines 

♦H.  M.  Pickel,  Des  Moines  A.  L.  Smith,  Des  Moines 

♦J.  B.  Coup,  Bedford  T.  K.  Clark,  Creston 

♦D.  R.  Witter,  Council  Bluffs  J.  M.  Malnburg,  Red  Oak 

♦George  H.  Welch,  Boonesboro  J.  R.  Laird,  Algona 

♦S.  K.  Fuller,  Early  T.  H.  Dunham,  Hawarden 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

J.  C.  Parrott,  Keokuk,  1874-5  E.  A,  Consigny,  Avoca,  1888 
A.  A.  Perkins,  Denver.  Col..  1876-8   Chas.  H.  Smith,  Aurora,  III.,  1889 

H.  E.  Griswold,  Atlantic.  1879  fMason  P.  Mills,  1890 

W.  F.  Conrad,  Des  Moines,  1880  fCharles  L.  Davidson,  1891 

tGeorge  B.  Hogan,  1882  J.  J.  Steadman,  Council  Bluff's,  1892 

tjohn  B.  Cook,  1883  ♦Phil.  Schaller,  Sac  City,  1893 

E.  G.  Miller,  Waterioo,  1884  Geo.  A  Newman,  Cedar  Falls.  '94 

W.  R.  Manning,  Newton,  1885  J.  K.  P.Thompson,  Rock  Rapids, '95 

W.  A.  McHenry,  Denison,  1886  ♦Josiah  Given,  Des  Moines,  1896 

tJ.  M.  Tuttle,  1887  ♦Amos  H.  Evans,  Keokuk,  1897 

KANSAS.     (22.) 
Organized  Dec.  7, 1866.    Re-organized  March  i6,  1880. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,     13,272 

♦Commander D.  W.  Eastman,  Emporia 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Ben  Fagan,  Ellsworth 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander T.  A.  Morrison,  Winfield 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  S.  J.  Churchill,  Lawrence 

TDeceased 
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KANSAS— Concluded. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Cyrus  Leland  (at  large)  Troy  Murray  Myers,  Wichita 

♦Phil  Keliey,  White  Cloud  T.  C.  Honnell,  Horton 
♦John  McKibben,  Conway  Springs       J.  F.  Buck,  North  Topeka 

♦W.  A.  Cormany,  Fort  Scott  J.  W.  Bryan.  Paola 

♦E.  S.  Kirkpatrick,  Wellsville  John  Caskey,  Kansas  City 

♦W.  J.  Gillett,  Parsons  S.  E.  Fink,  Winfield 

♦G.  W.  McKee»  Howard  E.  Loomis,  Girard 

♦W.  H.  Fountain,  El  Dorado  ♦T.  C  Thoburn,  Peabody 
F.  P.  Cochran,  Cottonwood  Falls      C.  R.  Noe.  Leon 

M.  V.B  .  Shaffer,  Concordia  James  Smith,  Clay  Center 

♦John  May,  Lamar  ♦B.  F.  Pealer,  Salina 

♦Ffarry  Root.  Beloit  J.  W.  Gaylord,  Beloit 

♦John  McGuire,  Osborne  C.  M.  Cunnmgham,  Osborne 

♦G.  W.  Nimocks,  Great  Bend  A.  P.  Anderson,  Ness  City 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tJohn  A.  Martin,  1866-7  fJ-  W.  Feighan.  1888 

John  C.  Carpenter,  Chanu.e,  1868    fHenry  Booth,  1889 
W.  S.  lenkins,  Leavenworth,  1872      Ira  F.  Collins,  Sabetha,  1890 
John  Guthrie,  Topeka,  1876  T.  McCarthy,  Larned,  1891 

J.  H.  Gilpatrick,  Leavenworth  *77-8    A.  R.  Greene,  Lecompton,  1892 
J.  C.  Walkinshaw,  L*vworth  *79-82    Bernard  Kelly,  Independt^nce,  '93 
T.  J.  Anderson,  Topeka,  1883  W.  P.  Campbell,  Wichita.  1894 

Homer  W.  Pond,  Fort  Scott,  1884   ♦John  P.  Harris,  Ottawa,  1895 
♦Milton  Stewart,  Chicago,  III.  1885      W.  C.  Whitney,  Cawker  City,  1896 
C.  J.  McDivitt,  S.  Barbara,  Cal.  '86  ♦Theodore  Botkin,  Hutchison,  '97 
T.  H.  Soward,  Guthrie,  Okla.,  '87 

KENTUCKY.     (27.) 

Organized  Jan.  16,  1883.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    4|882 

♦Commander John  W.  Hammond,  Louisville 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander  .   .       .    .    .J.J.  Barnes,  Bowling  Green 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander     C.  C.  Vaughn,  Russellville 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General   ....  Joseph  H.  Browning,  Louisville 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦James  Whales  (at  large),  Louisville  John  T.  Russell,  Greensburg 

♦Conrad  Wentzell,  Louisville  S.  D.  Ven  Pelt,  Danville 

♦William  Cook,  Louisville  W.  A  Devere,  Big  Clifty 

♦J.  E.  Mullins,  Louisville  E.  Douglas,  Lexington 

♦B,  Matthews,  Louisville  Geo.  H.  McKinney,  Stanford 

t  Deceased. 
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KENTUCKY— Concluded. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

*James  C.  Michie,  Soldiers'  Home,   *Michael  Minton,  Louisville,  1890 
Dayton,  Ohio,  1883  *SamL  G.  Hillis,  Vanceburg,  1891 
*Wm.  H.  Harton,  Newport,  1884       *Edwd.  H.  Hobson,  Greensburg,'92 
Geo.  W.  Northrup,  Louisville,  18S5  ♦T.  Ellwood  Livezey,  Cinn.,  O.,  '93 
Thos.  Z.  Morrow,  Somerset,  1886   *Daniel  O.  Rieley,  Leitchfield,  1894 
*Win.  Bowman,  ToUesboro,  1887       *Robt.  M.  Kelly,  Louisville,  1895 
*Orrin  A.  Reynolds,  Covington,  1888  *Americus  Whedon,  Louisville,  '96 
♦Vincent  Boreing,  London,  1889       *Andrew  J .  Tharp,  Winston,  1897 

LOUISIANA  AND  MISSISSIPPI.     (35.) 

Organized  as  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  May  15,  1884 ;  changed  to 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  June  13,  1888. 

Number  of  Members  Dec.  31,  1897,    1,284 

♦Commander Chas.  W.  Keeting,  New  Orleans 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander G.  W.  Remage,  Jennings,  La. 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Isaiah  Kelly,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .  .  E.  H.  Wheeler,  New  Orleans,  La. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Wm.  J.  Rudolph  (at  large),  Wm.  J.  Barrett,  New  Orleans 

New  Orleans    Geo.  C.  Johnson,  New  Orleans 
♦W.  J.  Dunn  Levy,  New  Orleans 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Wm.  Roy,  Nogales,  A.  T.,  1884       ♦Chas.  H.  Shute,  New  Orleans,  '93 
J.  W.  Scully,  New  Orleans,  1885       ♦Chas.  W.  Keeting,  New  Orleans, 
A.  S.  Badger,  New  Orleans,  1892  1894-8 

MAINE.     (9.) 

Organized  Jan.  10,  1868  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    7,886 

♦Commander Charles  A.  Southard,  Lewiston 

Senior  Vice-Commander Stanley  Plummer,  Dexter  ♦ 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander I.  W.  Emerson,  Lewiston 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General  ....  Jas.  L.  Merrick,  Waterville 

REPRESENTATIVES  ALTERNATES. 

♦A.  S.  Bangs,  (at  large)  Bangor  Jonathan  P.  Cilley,  Rockland 

♦John  F.  Foster,  Bangor  Frank  S.  Stevens.  Guilford 

♦Seth  T.  Snipe,  Bath  A.  R.  G.  Smith,  N.  Whitefield 
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Thirty-second  National  Encampment 
MAINE— Concluded. 


REPRESENTATIVES 

*A.  E.  Nickerson,  Swanville 
*Chas.  H.  Greenleaf,  Bath 
*A.  W.  McCausland,  Gardiner 
♦E.  R.  Roberts,  Vinal  Haven 
*Ira  C.  Jordan,  Bethel 
*H.  T.  Conant,  Turner 


ALTERNATES. 

Orrin  A.  True,  S.  Litchfield 
W.  H.  Davis,  Bar  Harbor 

A.  S.  Chapman,  Bethel 

B.  B.  Wells,  S.  Norridgwock 
Leroy  H.  Tobie,  Portland 
Edwin  Riley,  Livermore  Falls 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


tGeorge  L.  Beal,  1868-69 

Chas.  P.  Mattocks,  Portland,  '70-1 
fDaniel  White,  1872-73 

Selden  Connor,  Augusta,  1874-75 

Nelson  Howard,  Lewiston,  1876 
tJohn  D.  Myrick,  1877 

Augustus  C.  Hamlin,  Bangor,  1878 
tWinsor  B.  Smith,  1879 

Isaac  S.  Bangs,  Waterville,  1880 

Augustus  B.  Farnham,  Bangor,  '82 

Elijah  M.  Shaw,  Nashua,  N.  H.  '83 

Benjamin  Williams,  Rockland,  '84 
tjames  A.  Hall,  1885 

MARYLAND.     (16.) 

Organized  Jan.  8,  1868.    Reorganized  June  9,  1876. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31. 1897,     2,920 

♦Commander David  L.  Stanton,  Baltimore 

Senior  Vice-Commander John  McDonald,  Rockville 

Junior  Vice-Commander     ...       .  Thomas  Alexander,  Baltimore 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Robt.  C.  Sunstrom,  Baltimore 


Samuel  W.  Lane,  Augusta,  1886 
Richard  K.  Gatley.  Portland,  1887 
Horace  H.  Burbank,  Saco.  1888 
Franklin  M.  Drew,  Lewiston,  1889 
John  D.  Anderson,  Gray,  1890 
Samuel  L.  Miller^  Waldoboro,  '91 
Isaac  Dyer,  Skowhegan,  1892 
Wainwright  Gushing,  Foxcroft,  '93 
J.  Wesley  Gilman,  Oakland,  1894 
Wm.  H.  Green.  Portland,  1895 
Lorenzo  D.  Carver,  Rockland,  '96 
Leroy  T.  Carleton,  Winthrop,  '97 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

♦John  E.  Hough  (at  large)  Balto. 
♦Christian  Rois,  Baltimore 
♦C.  N.  Emich.  Baltimore 
♦A.  M.  Briscoe,  Baltimore 


ALTERNATES. 


I.  D.  Oliver,  Baltimore 
John  Reider,  Baltimore 
James  T.  Wesley,  Baltimore 
H.  E.  0»Neal,  Havre  de  Grace 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


t Andrew  W.  Denison,  1867-8-9 
E.  Y.  Goldsborough,  Fdrick,  *7o 
Edwin  L.  Daneker,  Balto..  1871 
Adam  E.  King.  Baltimore,  1872 

t  Deceased 


tHenry  P.  Underbill,  1887 
Theo.  F.  Lang,  Baltimore,  1888 
Geo.  F.  Wheeler,  Fredericksburg, 
Va,,  1889 
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PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tE.  B.  Tyler,  18767-8  Geo.  R.  Graham,  Baltimore,  1890 

W.  E.  Griffith,  Cumberland,  1879    tJoseph  C.  Hill,  1891 
W.  E.  W.  Ross,  Balto.,  1880-1         ^Wallace  A.  Bartlett,  Washington, 
Graham  Dukehart,  Baltimore,  1882  D.  C,  1892 

+John  H.  Suter,  1883  *Frank  Nolen,  Baltimore,  1893 

Frank  M  Smith,  Baltimore,  1884       Myron  J.  Rose,  Baltimore,  1894 

+John  W.  Horn,  1885  fOliver  A.  Horner,  1895 

Geo.  W.  F.  Vernon,  Baltimore,  A.  S.  Cooper,  Baltimore,  r896 

1886    Geo.  W.  Johnson,  Baltimore,  1897 

MASSACHUSETTS.     (7.) 

Organized  May  7,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    21,099 

♦Commander Wm.  H.  Bartlett,  Worcester 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander J.  F.  Bartlett,  Turner's  Falls 

Junior  Vice- Commander George  M.  Fiske,  Boston 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Warren  B.  Stetson,  Boston 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

♦John  E.  Gilman,  (at  large)  Boston 
♦E.  S.  Horton,  Attleboro 

George  I.  Briggs,  Bourne 
♦Alvin  C.  Horves,  Middleboro 
♦Isaac  M.  Holt,  Quincy 

Robert  B.  Henderson,  So.  Boston 
♦Andrew  P.  Fisher,  East  Boston 
♦Albert  F.  Rich,  Charlestown 
♦John  V.  Hill,  Methuen 
♦Lorenzo  Frost,  Haverhill 

Joseph  F.  Pitman,  Salem 
♦Joseph  E.  Shaw,  Lynn 

W.  H.  Marden,  Stoneham 

C.  H.  Titus,  Cambridgeport 
♦C.  M.  Barrows,  Reading 

S.  Arnold,  Hudson 
♦Charles  H.  Pinkham,  Worcester 

George  M.  Rice,  N.  Uxbridge 
♦Henry  O.  Sawyer,  West  Boylston 

Amos  O.  Kenney,  Chicopee 
♦H.  C.  Comins,  Amherst 

John  P.  Casey,  Lee 

tDeceased 


ALTERNATES. 

♦Peter  D.  Smith,  Andover 
H.  N.  Hopkins,  Taunton 

♦M.  C.  Lamphrey,  North  Easton 
Charles  W.  Soule,  Scituate 
L.  F.  Mendell,  Plainville 

♦W.  H.  Baker,  Lynn 
W.  S.  Sampson,  Boston 
Thomas  Langlan,  Boston 
Bailey  Sargent,  Merrimac 
George  B.  Sargent,  Newburyport 

♦W.  M  Olin.  Roxbury 
Ebon  P.  Stan  wood,  W.  Newbury 

♦J.  H.  Putnam,  Revere 

♦J.  A.  Titus,  Athol 
W.  S.  Frost,  Marlboro 

♦Roscoe  Doble,  Lawrence 
George  S.  Gibson,  Clinton 

♦H.  A.  McLachlan,  Chelsea 
Lawrence  G.  Gibney,  Blackstone 
George  E.  Fuller,  Monson 

♦Charles  H.  Heald,  Northampton 
James  Kettle.  Pittsfield 
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MASSACHUSETTS— Concluded. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

A.  S.  Cushman.New  Bedford,  66-7    John  D.  Billings,  Camb'dgport.  '84 
A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  Worcester,  *68    *John  W.  Hersey,  Springfield,  1885 
Francis  A.  Osborn,  Boston,  1869     tRichard  F.  Tobin,  1886 
tjames  L.  Bates,  1870  Charles  D.  Nash,  Whitman,  1887 

tWilliam  Coggswell,  1871  Myron  P.  Walker,  Belchert'wn,  '88 

fA.  B.  Underwood,  1873  George  L.  Goodale,  Medford,  '89 

John  W,  Kimball,  Fitchburg,  1874  *George  H.  Innis,  So.  Boston,  1890 
George  S.  Merrill,  Lawrence.  1875    Arthur  A.  Smith,  Colrain,  1891 
Horace  B.  Sargent,  Boston,  '76-7-8    James  K.  Churchill,  Worcester,  '92 
♦John  G.  B.  Adams.  Lynn,  1879        *Eli  W.  Hall,  Lynn,  1893 
tjohn  A.  Hawes,  1880  *Wilfred  A.  Wetherbee,  Newton  '94 

George  W.  Creasey,  Newburyp't,      Jos.  W.  Thayer,  Chelsea,  1895 

1881    Wm.  P.  Derby,  Springfield,  1896 
tGeorge  H.  Patch,  1882  *John  M.  Deane,  Fall  River,  1897 

♦Geo.  S.  Evans,  Cambridgep't,  '83 

MICHIGAN.     (18.) 
Organized  May  6,  1868.     Re-organized  January  22,  1879. 

Number  of  members  December  31,  1897,     15,831 

♦Commander Alex.  L.  Patrick,  Detroit 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Moses  F.  Carleton,  Port  Huron 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander D.  C.  Spears,  Azalia 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  C.  V.  R.  Pond,  Lansing 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Frank  Whipple  (at  large) Port  Huron  ♦James  M.  Greenfield,  Flushing 

♦Carl  Engle,  Detroit  Adolph  Robinson,  Detroit 

♦John  Bruckner,  Azalia  Daniel  Beardsley,  Brooklyn 

♦S.  S.  French,  Battle  Creek  W.  D.  Brainard,  Eaton  Rapids 
♦John  Seel,  Benton  Harbor  P.  H.  Van  VIeck,  Sturgis 

Allen  B.  Morse,  Ionia  James  Wood,  Soldiers'  Home 

♦Alex.  F.  Smith,  Wayne  ♦].  W.  Begg.  Flint 

William  Paton,  Almont  William  Smith,  Lamb 
♦William  W.  Morgan,  Saginaw,  E.  S.  Wm.  N.  Stocker,  St.  Johns 

♦Charles  Miller,  Muskegon  James  E.  Nobles,  Ravenna 

♦John  R.  Clark,  Cheboygan,  Robert  Clark,  Midland 

♦L.  Wells  Sprague,  Greenville  C.  H.  DePuy,  Kalkaska 

♦E.  P.  Barnard,  Detroit  James  C.  Sherman,  Menominee 

♦S.  M.  Kent,  Grand  Rapids  E.  S.  Dickinson,  Gaylord 

♦Geo.  H.  Keating,  Bay  City  J.  F.  Fillmore,  Carson  City 

John  G.  Berry,  Vanderbilt  Edgar  Weeks,  Mt.  Clemens 

♦A.  L.  Bryant,  Mayville  J.  H.  Noah,  Sidney 

tDcccased 
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MICHIGAN— Concluded. 

PAST    DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

R.  A.  Alger,  Washington,  D.  C.,'67  *Washington  Gardner.  Albion,  1888 
Wm.  Humphrey,  Lansing,  1869         Michael  Brown,  Big  Rapidfi,  1889 
*C.  V.  R.  Pond,  Lansing,  1878-9  Henry  M.  Duffield,  Detroit,  1890 

A.  T.  McReynolds.  Muskegon. '80   fChas.  L.  Eaton,  1891 
Byron  R.  Pierce,  Grand  Rapids,        Henry  S.  Dean,  Ann  Arbor,  1892 

1881-2    James  H.  Kidd.  Detroit,  1893 
Oscar  A.  Janes,  Detroit,  1883  *Louis  Kanitz,  Muskegon,  1894 

Rush  J.  Shank,  Lansing.  1884  S.  B.  Daboll,  St.  Johns,  1895 

Chas.  D.  Long,  Lansing.  1885  Wm.  Shakespeare,  KaIamazoo,*96 

John  North  wood,  New  Lothrop,  *86  Aaron  T.  Bliss,  Saginaw,  W.  S/97 
L.  G.  Rutherford, Grand  Rapids,'87 

MINNESOTA.     (24.) 

Organized  Aug.  14,  1867.     Reorganized  Aug.  17. 1881. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    7,444 

♦Commander E.  W.  Mortimer,  Minneapolis 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander D.  B.  Searle,  St.  Cloud 

Junior  Vice-Commander D.  A.  Morrison,  Rochester 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  J.  K.  Mertz,  Minneapolis 

,  REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES 

*J.  M.  D.  Craft  (at  large),  Farmington  J.  H.  Abbott,  Minneapolis 
*G.  R.  Hall,  Plainview  C.  Van  Campen,  Rochester 

John  S.  Turrittin,  St.  Peter  *A.  H.  Pickel,  Sleepy  Eye 
*J.  M.  Bowler,  Bird  Island  C.  H.  Robinson,  Waterville 

*James  Mulvey,  Stillwater  C.  W.  Fisher,  St.  Paul 

*John  F.  Perry,  Minneapolis  P.  H.  Mayhew,  'Minneapolis 

*S.  W.  Higgins,  Duluth  P.  D.  Winship,  Park  Rapids 

C.  J.  Strang,  Alexandria  *M.  S.  Converse,  Detroit 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

H.  G.  Hicks,  Minneapolis,  1868         Alphonso  Barto,  Sauk  Center,  1889 

H.  A.  Castle,  St.  Paul,  1872-3-4  *Jamcs  Compton,  Fergus  Falls,  '90 

Adam  Marty,  Stillwater,  1881-2  fCharles  D.  Parker,  1891 
*John  P.  Rea,  Minneapolis,  1883  L.  D.  Lanj>e,  Marshall,  1892 

E.  C.  Babb,  Minneapolis,  1884  John  Day  Smith,  Minneapolis,  '93 

R.  A.  Becker,  St.  Paul,  1885  *Saml.  R.  Van  Sant,  Winona,  1894 

William  Thomas,  Mankato,  1S86  *EI1  Torrance,  Minneapolis.  1895 
L.  L.  Wheelock.  Owatonna.  1887       J.  J.  McCardy.  St.  Paul,  1896 
James  H.  Ege,  Minneapolis,  1888        E.  B.  Wood,  Long  Prairie,  1897 

tDeceased 
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MISSOURI.    (25.) 

Organized  May  16,  1867.     Reorganized  April  22.  1882. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,     ' 3.612 

♦Commander A.  G.  Peterson,  St.  Louis 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Wilbur  F.  Henry,  Kansas  City 

Junior  Vice-Commander Thomas  B.  Tuttle.  Carthage 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  James  B.  Wilde,  St.  Louis 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

John  W.  Scott  (at  large)  Moberly       T.  D.  Smith.  Rolla, 

♦F.  F.  Snow,  Kansas  City  ♦J.  A.  Davis,  Greenfield 

♦C.  C.  Bell,  Boonville  I.  VV.  Beach.  St.  Joseph 

♦VV.  B.  Rogers,  Trenton,  ♦William  Niehaus,  St.  Louis 

♦William  J.  Dale,  St.  Louis  ♦J.  J.  Fischer.  Gnibville 

♦H.  P.  Kramer,  St.  Louis  J.  T.  Birdseye,  Nevada 
♦C.  F.  Niedringhaus,  St.  Louis  Isaac  Leeper,  Avalon 

♦W.  E.  Evans,  Carl  Junction  M.  E.  Robinson;  Maryville 

♦P.  W.  Bahl,  Springfield  A.  L.  McBride,  Butler 

♦A.  McKinney,  Pierce  City  D.  W.  Pollock,  Powersville 

J.  H.  Smith,  Warrensburg  W.  H.  Morse,  W^arrenton 

H.  H.  Harding.  Carthage  E.  L.  Hamlin,  St.  Louis 

♦J.  S.  Rogers,  Cameron  H.  C.  Heckathorn.  Caithage 

♦C.  W.  Ruby.  Lebanon  John  R.  York,  Joplin 

L.  F.  Klostermann,  Cape  Girardeau    Anthony  Roeslein,  St.  Louis 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

W^illiam  Warner,  Kansas  City,  ♦Geo.  W.  Martin,  Brookfield,  1891 

1882-3  *C.  W.  Whitehead,  Kansas  City, 
W.  F.  Chamberlain,  Hannibal,  '84  1892 

Nelson  Cole.  St.  Louis.  1885-6         ♦Chas.  G.  Burton,  Nevada.  1893 
E.  E.  Kimball.  Nevada,  1887  ♦Louis  Grund.  St.  Louis,  1894 

Hiram  Smith,  Jr.,  Cameron,  1888     ♦Louis  Benecke,  Brunswick.  1895 
John  E.  Phelps,  Springfield.  1889     ♦Thos.  B.  Rodgers,  St.  Louis.  1896 
♦Leo  Rassieur,  St.  Louis,  1890  ♦John  P.  Piatt,  Kingston,  1897 

MONTANA.     (37.) 

Organized  March  10,  1885.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    454 

Commander W.  H.  H.  Dickinson,  Missoula 

Senior  Vice  Commander L.  C  Degenhart,  Phillipsburg 

Junior  Vice-Commander      Fred.  Hopp.  Dillon 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Samuel  Bellew,  Missoula 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦W.  H.  Black  (at  large)  Butte  E.  W.  Waterbury.  Anaconda 

♦Charles  Horn,  Helena  John  Mclrvin,  Helena 
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PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


Thomas  P.  Fuller,  Helena,  1885 
Chas.  S.  Warren,  Butte,  1886 
Ela  C.  Walters,  Billings,  1887 
Junius  G.  Sanders,  Helena,  1888 
Jas.  E.  Callaway,  Virginia  City,  '89 
Ed.  F.  Ferris,  Jeflferson,  1890 
Harry  C.  Kessler,  Butte,  1891 


John  L.  Sloane,  Missoula,  1892 
J.  O.  Gregg.  Great  Falls,  1893 
Peter  R.  Dalman,  Butte,  1894 
Robert  E.  Fisk,  Helena,  1895 
Lester  S.  Wilson,  Bozeman,  1896 
Thad.  C.  Davidson,  Anaconda,  *97 


NEBRASKA.     (17.) 

Organized  June  11,  1877.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    6,491 

♦Commander Thomas  J.  Majors,  Peru 

Senior  Vice-Commander John  E.  Evans,  North  Platte 

Junior  Vice-Commander H.  B.  Stofford,  Plainview 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General   ....  James  Dudley  Gage,  Lincoln 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


ALTERNATES. 


C.  F.  Manderson(at  large)  Omaha  J.  W  Tucker,  Valentine 

*W.  F.  McLaughlin,  Grand  Island  N.  S.  Dudley,  Wisner 

♦Porter  Hedges,  Lincoln  William  Cratty,  Elgin 

♦G.  C.  Bonner,  Omaha  ♦H.  W.  George,  Broken  Bow 

♦S.  F.  Stiles,  Freemont  J  M.  Mitchell,  Stanton 

♦J.  D.  King,  Wayne  J.  R.  Williamson,  Humboldt 

B.  F.  Blaney,  Lincoln  J.  M.  Mead,  Long  Pine 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS 


Paul  Van  Der  Voort,  Omaha,  1877 
R.  H.  Wilber  (address  unknown) 

1878 

tj.  W.  Savage,  187980 
S.  J.  Alexander,  Lincoln,  1881-2 
H.  E.  Palmer,  Plattsmouth,  1884 

♦A.  V.  Cole,  Juniata,  1885 
John  M.  Thayer,  Grand  Island,  '86 

♦H.  C.  Russell,  Schuyler,  1887 
W.  C.  Henry,  Fairmont,  1888 
t  Deceased 


S.  H.  Morrison,  Neb.  City,  1889 
♦T.  S.  Clarkson,  Omaha,  1890 
Joe  Teeter,  Lincoln,  1891 
C.  J.  Dilworlh,  Hastings,  1892 
fAlonzo  H.  Church,  1893 
Church  Howe,  Auburn,  1894 
Clarendon  E.  Adams,  Superior  '95 
J.  H.  Culver,  Milford,  1896 
John  A.  Ehrhardt,  Stanton,  1897 
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NEW  HAMPSHIRE.     (12.) 

Organized  June  30,  1868  Number  of  members  Dec  31,  1897,    4,i'6 

♦Commander A.  S.  Twitchell,  Gorham 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander H.  L.  Worcester,  Rochester 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander D.  E.  Proctor,  Wilton 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Frank  Battles.  Concord 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦A.  T.  Severance  (at  large)  Exeter    Charles  M.  Jones,  Dover 
♦Andrew  Hanan,  Coatoocook  M.  L.  Morrison,  Peterboro 

♦Jas,  M.  Grossman,  West  Concord    ♦Abial  C.  Abbott,  West  Concord 
♦Charles  M.  Pike,  Keene  Geo.  W.  Patten,  Keene 

William  A.  Beckford,  Bristol  J.  W.  Saunders,  Bristol 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Matthew  T.  Betton,  Watertown,        Marcus  M.  Collis,  Portsmouth,  '85 
Mass.  1867  fGeorge  Farr,  1886 

tWilliam  R.  Patten,  1868  Otis  C.  Wyatt,  Tilton,  1887 

Daniel  J.  Vaughan,  Cambridge,       fA.  B.  Thompson,  1888 

Mass.,  1869    J.  F.  Grimes,  Hillsboro  Bridge,  '89 
Jas.  E.  Larkin,  Everett,  Mass.,  '70    Thomas  Cogswell,  Gilmanton,  '90 
A.  H.  Bixby,  Francestown,  187 1        Everett  B.  Huse,  Enfield,  1891 
Wm.  H.  Trickey,  Claremont,  1872    Daniel  Hall,  Dover,  1892 

tTimothy  W.  Challis,  1873-4  Frank  G.  Noyes,  Nashua,  1893 

Alvin  S.  Eaton,  Nashua,  1875  David  R.  Pierce,  P'argo,  N.  D.  '94 

C.  J.  Richards,  Chicago,  III.  '76-7  8    Chas.  E.  Buzzell,  Lakeport,  1895 

fGeorge  Bowers,  1879-80  L.  W.  Aldrich,  E.  Westmoreland, 

Martin  A.  Haynes,  Lakeport,  '81-2  1896 

♦John  C.  Linehan,  Penacook,  '834    ♦James  Minot,  Concord,  1897 

NEW  JERSEY.     (S.^) 

Organized  Dec.  10,  1867.         Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    6,381 

♦Commander William  C.  Smith,  Plainfield 

Senior  Vice-Commander O.  F.  Gifford,  Newark 

Junior  Vice-Commander James  Campbell,  Long  Branch 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .  .   .  .  E.  C.  Morse,  Plainfield 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Stephen  M.  Long  (at  large),  Orange  A.  R.  Dease,  Camden 

♦R.  D.  Brower,  Milburn  ♦G.  A.  Jackson,  Jersey  City 

John  Foran,  Flemington  ♦Jas.  A.  Morrisee,  Patterson 
♦Julius  E.  Seitz,  Newark  W.  M.  Appleby,  Old  Bridge 

♦Arthur  Stanley,  Camden  John  A.  Post,  Bayonne 

Frank  Briden,  Newark  Edwin  Marsh,  Elizabeth 

♦August  Zoller,  Jersey  City  B.  L.  Lawrence,  Elizabeth 

tDeceased 
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NEW  JERSEY— Concluded. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

IE.  Jardine,  1868  Frank  O.  Cole,  Jersey  City,  1886 

tWilliam  Ward,  1869-70  fjohn  L.  Wheeler,  1887 

fRichard  H.  Lee,  1871-2  E.  Burd  Grubb,  Beverly,  1888 

J.  R.  Goble,  Hoboken,  1873  W.  B.  E.  Miller,  Camden,  1889 

*C.  Burrows,  Rutherford,  1874-5  A.  M.  Matthews,  Orange,  1890 

£.  W.  Davis,  Newark,  1876  J.  R.  Mulliken,  Newark,  1891 

tjohn  Mueller,  1877-8  Richard  A.  Donnelly,  Trenton, '92 

Samuel  Hufty,  Camden,  1879  H.  L.  Hartshorn,  Camden,  1893 

to.  W.  Gile,  1880  *Iohn  Shields,  Flemington,  1894 
Chas.  H.  Houghton,  Metuchen,  '81    Henry  S.  While,  Red  Bank,  1895 
E.  L.  Campbell,  Trenton,  1882  E.  C.  Stahl,  Trenton,  1896 

Geo.  B.  Fielder,  Jersey  City,  1883  fEmanuel  Sands,  1897 

*H.  M.  Nevius,  Red  Bank,  1884-5  *Samuel  G.  Hayter,  Bloomfield,'97 

NEW  MEXICO.     (32.) 
Organized  July  14,  1883.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,        157 

fCommander Francis  Downs,  Santa  Fe 

Senior  Vice  Commander Leverett  Clarke,  Albuquerque 

Junior  Vice-Commander Francis  Buchanan,  Sorocco 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  W.  S.  Fletcher,  Santa  Fe 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

J.  M.  Moore,  Albuquerque  James  L.  Morris,  Thornton 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tH.  M.  Atkinson,  1883  A.  M.  Whitcomb,  Albuquerque, '90 

tE.  W.  Wynkoop,  1884  S.  W.  Dorsey,  Denver,  Col.,  1892 

E.  S.  Stover,  Albuquerque,  1886        Wm.  H.  Whiteman,  Albuquerque, 
John  Y.  Hewitt,  White  Oaks,  1887  1893 

Francis  Downs.  Santa  Fe,  1888  Geo.  W.  Knaebel,  Santa  Fe,  1894 

tJohn  W.  Mills.  1889  Thos.  W.  Collier,  Raton.  1895 

L.  H.  Rudisille,  White  Oaks,  1889     J.  C  Bromagem,  E.  LasVegas,'96 

NEW  YORK.     (5.) 
Organized  April  3,  1867.        Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    36,517 

♦Commander Anson  S.  Wood,  Wolcott 

Senior  Vice-Commander Rufus  Daggett,  Utica 

Junior  Vice-Commander Walter  Scott,  Brooklyn 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General  ....  Nathan  Munger,  Albany 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*Jos.  W.  Kay  (at  large),  Brooklyn  *J.  S.  Gross,  Oswego 

♦W.  S.  Newman,  Homellsville  *W.  F.  Brown,  New  York  City 

*C.  S.  Thorpe,  New  York  City  *Fred  Cossum,  Auburn 
Luther  S.  Merrick,  Syracuse  C.  Hull  Grant,  Brooklyn 

♦George  W.  Carr,  Fenton  ♦C.  A.  Orr,  Buffalo 

t[>ecea8«d. 
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NEW  YORK— Continued. 


REPRESENT  ATI  VES. 

*john  S.  Maxwell,  Amsterdam 
*lsaac  G.  Manning,  Poughkeepsie 
*J.  W.  Holsapple,  Hudson 

Thomas  R.  Proctor,  Utica 
*Theo.  F.  Reed,  New  York  City 
*Tbomas  Bell,  New  York  City 
♦Lewis  E.  Griffith,  Troy 
♦Fred.  Platlo,  Sr.,  Brewerton 
♦Charies  McBean,  Buffalo 

James  Leary,  New  York  City 
♦James  R.  Gibbs,  Saratoga  Springs 
♦H.  A.  Dudley,  Warsaw 
♦J.  B.  Van  Wie,  Coxsackie 
♦Samuel  Becker,  Buffalo 
♦Chas.  Schermerhorn,  Olean 
♦Hugh  Brock  way,  Elmira 
♦E.  B.  Long,  White  Plains 
♦R.  R.  Stillwell,  Port  Byron 

Fred  Letzeiser,  New  York  City 
♦Jacob  Ryder,  Dunkirk 

James  B.  Black,  New  York  City 

J.  K.  P.  Garrison,  New  York  City 

Robert  Forrestal,  Rochester 
♦Samuel  McAuliffe,  Rochester 
♦P.  J.  O'Connor,  Bath 

L.  S.  Dominy,  Massina 
♦H.  Bowen,  Medina 
♦L.  V.  S.  Mattison,  Oswego 
♦W.  H.  Raymond,  Canandaigua 

J.  K.  Hood,  Delhi 
♦George  Askew,  Haverstraw 
♦H.  A.  Wiley,  Hemlock 
♦W.  Q.  Huggins,  Sanborn 


ALTERNATES. 

George  M.  Brink,  Kingston 
W.  Gansey,  Lowville 
W.  W.  Ryder,  Sing  Sing 
W.  D.  Lounsbury,  Matteawan 

♦Jerome  Andrews,  Salomanca 

♦E.  A.  Wheeler,  Waterville 

♦Charles  Leet,  Delhi 
A.  H.  Stafford,  Jamestown 
E.  W.  Pipe,  Brooklyn 

♦D.  S.  Bennings,  Plattsburgh 

♦Frank  S.  Downing,  Bath 
John  Murphy,  New  York  City 
John  Kerwin,  New  York  City 
Geo.  Denderlien,  New  York  City 
Joseph  Barker,  New  York  City 
J.  Harry  Kent,  Uiica 
D.  S.  Bangs,  Little  Falls 
Edward  Bell,  North  Towanda 
Michael  Gleason,  New  York  City 
Martin  Myers,  Union  Springs 
David  Isaacs,  Suspension  Bridge 
T.  H.  O'Niel,  Amsterdam 
C.  A.  Rubtight,  Corning 
George  Humphreys,  Hartland 
Thomas  E.  Searles,  Bainbridge 
J.  S.  Fassett,  Saratoga  .Springs 
W^  G.  Caw,  Schenectady 
J.  W.  Stanton,  Canastota 
H.  D.  King,  Fort  Edward 
H.  E.  Buck,  Canisteo 
James  Low,  Niagara  Falls 
Tobias  Berry,  Clarence 
George  Henrickson,  Yonkers 


PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 


t James  B.  McKeon,  1866-7 
Daniel  E.  Sickles,  New  York  City,  ' 

1868-9 
tjohn  C.  Robinson,  1870 
tHenry  A.  Barnuni,  1871-2 
t  Deceased. 


John  A.  Reynolds,  Rochester,  1883 
ira  M.  Hedges,  Haverstraw,  1884 
*Joseph  L  Sayles,  Rome,  1886 
Geo.  H.  Freadwell,  Albany,  1887 
M.  Martin  Curtis,  Ogdtnsburg,  *88 
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NEW  YORK— Concluded, 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMAMDBRS. 

Stephen  P.  Corliss,  Albany,  1873-4  *HaiTison  Clark,  Albany,  1889 

John  Palmer,  Albany,  1875  fF'loyd  Clarkson,  1890 

*James  Tanner,  Washington,  D.  C,  *Chas.  H.  Freeman,  Corning,  1891 

1876-7    Theodore  L.  Poole,  Syracuse,  1892 

Wm.  F.  Rodgers,  Buffalo,  1878        *Joseph  P.  Cleary,  Rochester,  1893 
tjames  McQuade,  1879  *John  C  Schotts,  Yonkers,  1894 

*L.  Coe  Young,  Binghampton,  1880  *Ed.  J.  Atkinson,  New  York,  1895 
fAbram  Merritt,  1881  Jas.  S.  Graham,  Rochester,  1896 

James  S.  Fraser,  New  York,  1882     ♦Albert  D.  Shaw,  Watertown,  1897 

NORTH  DAKOTA.     (43.) 

Organized  April  23,  1890.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    609 

♦Commander Edwin  Southard,  Grafton 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Franklin  Herrick,  Wahpeton 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander R.  M.  Davis,  Lisbon 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .    .   .  Wm.  Ackerman,  Grand  Forks 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Chas.  H.  Newton  (at  large)  Fred.  Nuruberger,  Wahpeton 

Harwood  ♦William  Cruff,  Tower  City 
♦Adolphes  Bessie,  Wahpeton 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

♦Harrison  Allen,  Fargo,  1880  Jas.  M.  0*Neale,  Gd.  Forks,  1894 

Geo.  B.  Winship,  Grand  Forks,  '90  A.  P.  Rounsevell,  I^rimore,  1895 

W.  A.  Bentley,  Bismark,  1891  Wm.  H.  Brown,  Grand  Forks,  '96 

S.  G.  Roberts,  Fargo,  1892  E.  C.  Gearey,  Fargo,  1897 
John  D.  Black,  Valley  City,  1893 

OHIO.     (4.) 

Organized  Jan.  3,  1867.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    30,225 

♦Commander David  F.  Pugh,  Columbus 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander O.  G.  Daniels,  Mt.  Vernon 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander E.  G.  Brooks,  Ironton, 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General  .   .   .   .  R.  L.  Allbritain,  Columbus 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES 

♦W.  H.  Bussard  (at  large)  Dayton      J.  C.  Cline,  Dayton 
♦Henry  Wagner,  Cincinnati  D.  R.  Herrick,  Cincinnati 

♦Francis  Bickett,  Cincinnati  John  Kissane,  Cincinnati 

t  Deceased » 
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OHIO--Concluded. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

*A.  D.  Strickler,  Lebanon 
*T.  M.  Ferguson,  Rainsboro 
*John  K.  Duke,  Porlsmouth 
♦B.  F.  Williams,  WilkesviUe 
*Chas.  H.  Newton,  Marietta 
*0.  B.  Brandt,  Carroll 
*Thomas  J.  Collins,  Springfield 


ALTERNATES. 

J.  N.  Stevens,  Blanchester 

Geo.  Rossellot,  Georgetown 

Ed  T.  Wilson,  Ironton 

J.  C.  Randall,  Leo 

John  S.  Adair,  McConnellsville 

Seth  Robinson,  New  Straitsville 

Harry  H.  Johnstin,  London 


John  T.  Pomeroy,  Nat.  Mil.  Home  *E.  O.  Thomas,  Dayton 


*J.  P.  Winget,  Greenville 
*W.  R.  Wamock,  Urbana 
*0.  W.  Aldrich,  Columbus 
♦Albert  H.  Brown,  Sparta 
*James  H.  Herring,  Mansfield 
*A.  A.  Taylor,  Cambridge 
*R.  A.  McCormick,  Cadiz 
*R.  G.  Richards,  Steubenville 
♦D.  J.  Smith,  St.  Clair 
*J.  J.  Clark,  Canton 
♦Peter  L.  Webb,  Warren 
*W.  H.  Cowan,  Willoughby 
♦Levi  Wherry,  Cleveland 
*Geo.  D.  Billings,  Medina 
♦F.  K.  Rush,  Hayesville 
*T.  C.  Hill,  Townsend 
♦L  H.  Burgoon,  Fremont 
*A.  T.  Davis,  Toledo 
♦Samuel  Martin,  Napoleon 
♦John  Ward,  Ottawa 


Wm.  Shewmon,  Eldorado 

W.  G.  Snodgrass,  Marysville 

N.  B.  Abbott,  Columbus 

D.  R.  Gorman,  Galion 

Levi  Ritter,  Lexington 

Geo.  H.  Playford,  Zanesville 

A.  Lipphardt,  Martins  Ferry 

W.  P.  Muivane,  Newcomerstown 

P.  P.  Laughlin,  Youngstown 

S.  W.  Seacrist,  Alliance 

W.  S.  Krake,  Ravenna 

J.  W.  Batchelder,  New  Lyme 

Frank  A.  Kelley,  Cleveland 

M.  R.  Zell,  Orrville 

Chas.  Chandler,  Elyria 

John  McCowan,  O.  S.  &  S.  Home 

N.  M.  Adams,  Findlay 

C.  L.  Stevens,  Wauseon 

A.  T.  Hickerson,  Jerry  City 


T.  S.Gilliland,  Van  Wert 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tB.  F.  Potts,  1866  ♦H.  P.  Lloyd,  Cincinnati,  1884 

tThomas  L.  Young,  1867  ♦R.  B.  Brown,  Zanesville,  1885 

J.  Warren  Keifer,  Springfield,  Arthur  L.  Conger,  Akron,  1886 

1868-69  70  fD  C.  Putnam,  1887 
fWilliam  C.  Bunts,  1871-2  ♦J.  W.  O'Neall,  Lebanon,  1888 

G.  M.  Barber.  Cleveland,  1873-4       ♦S.  H.  Hurst,  Chillicolhe,  1889 


Alvin  C.  Voris,  Akron,  1875 
fW.  Earnshaw,  1876-7 
tNathan  L.  Guthrie,  1878 

James  H.  Seymour,  Akron,  1878 
t James  B.  Steedman,  1879 

David  W.  Thomas,  Akron,  1880 
♦John  S.  Kountz,  Toledo,  1881 


^  P.  H.  Dowling,  Toledo,  1890 
♦A.  M.  Warner,  Cincinnati,  1891 
♦Isaac  F.  Mack,  Sandusky,  1892 
♦L.  H.  Williams.  Ripley,  1893 
♦E.  E.  Nutt,  Sidney,  1894 
♦Charles  Townsend,  Athens,  1895 
*E.  L.  Lybarger,  Sp.  Mountain,  '96 


Charles  T.  Clark,  Columbus,  '82-3  ♦Henry  Kissinger,  Dayton»  1897 
tPeceased 
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OKLAHOMA.     (44.) 

Organized  Aug.  27,  1890.        Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,      1,340 

^Commander CD.  Munger,  Oklahoma  City 

Senior  Vice-Commander A.  T.  Sniggs,  Alva 

Junior  Vice-Commander N.  B.  Easton,  Stillwater 

^Assistant  Adiutant  General    .  .   .  .  C.  A.  Calhoun,  Oklahoma  City 

REPRESENTATIVES  ALTERNATES. 

*John  M.  Barnthouse  (at  large)  Wm.  Tompkins,  Oklahoma  City 

Mulhall    A.  W.  Lake,  Frisco 
♦L.  T.  Shockey,  Perry 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

C.  M.  Barnes,  Guthrie,  1890  *H.  G.  Trosper,  Oklahoma  City, '95 

tG.  A.  Couhon,  1891  W.  H.  Cater,  Nesbitt,  1896 

Thomas  H.  Soward,  Perry,  1893  O.  R.  Young,  Guthrie,  1897 
♦J.  P.  Cummings,  Kingfisher,  1894 

OREGON.     (26.) 

Organized  Sept,  28,  1882.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    1,919 

Commander Charles  P.  Holloway,  Portland 

Semor  Vice-Commander  .  .   .   .   .  .  H.  H.  Learned,  The  Dalles 

Junior  Vice  Commander A.  J.  Goodbrod,  La  Grande 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  J.  E.  Mayo,  Portland 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

*B.  H.  Bradshaw  (at  large).  Salem      H.  E.  Dosch,  Portland 
♦E.  Martin.  Portland  A.  W.  Miller,  Portland 

♦G.  W.  Smith,  Lexington  W.  S.  Myers,  The  Dalles 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

N.  S.  Peirce,  Portland.  1882  Owen  Summers,  Portland,  1891 

G.  E.  Cankin,  Portland.  1883  H.  H.  Northup,  Portland,  1892 

tF.  J.  Babcock,  1884  J.  C.  Cooper.  McMinnville,  1893 

F.  H.  Lamb,  Portland,  1885-6  S.  B.  Ormsby.  Argenti,  1894 

M.  L.  Omstead.  Baker  City,  18S7  Ethan  W.  Allen,  Portland,  1895 

A.  E.  Borthwick,  Portland,  1888  D.  C.  Sherman,  Salem,  1896 

E.  B.  McElroy,  Salem,  1889  Frank  Reisner,  Eugene,  1897 

tjames  A.  Vamcy,  1890 

TDeceased. 
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PENNSYLVANIA.     (3.) 


Organized  Jan.  16,  1867.         Number  ot  members  Dec.  31.  1897,     33,129 

♦Commander W.  J.  Patterson,  Pittsburg 

Senior  Vice- Commander J.  B.  Maitland,  Oil  City 

Junior  Vice-Commander I.  H.  Seesholtz,  Catawi.ssa 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Charles  L.  Leiper,  Philadelphia 


REPRESENTATIVES. 

♦L.  L.  Shattuck  (at  large)  Titusv' 
♦O.  A.  Parsons,  Wiikes-Barre 
♦A.  B.  Stevens,  Scranton 
♦G.  W.  Robinson,  Tionesta 
♦J.  H.  Druckemiller,  Lehigh  ton 
♦Matthew  Hall,  Philadelphia 
♦J.  L.  Johnson,  Bradford 

George  D.  Runk,  Clearfield 
♦J.  P.  Stewart,  Allegheny 
♦J.  B.  Duble,  Williamsport 
♦P.  H.  Fratz,  Philadelphia 
♦J.  Andrews,  Franklin 
♦L.  T.  Borchers,  Warren 
♦R.  H.  Holgate,Waverly 
♦John  McNevin,  Altoona 
♦Jacob  Swap,  Erie 
♦Harry  White,  Indiana 

J.  H.  Patrick,  Clarion 
♦James  Sweger,  Lancaster 
♦James  Moore,  Johnstown 
♦Charles  W.  May,  Beaver  Falls 

James  Rafferty,  Allegheny 
♦H.  D.  Potts,  Harrisburg 
♦G.  S.  Shattuck,  Meadville 
♦J.  B.  Remley,  Pittsburg 
♦John  M.  Knowles,  Philadelphia 
♦James  McCormick,  Philadelphia 
*J.  H.  Burn,  Pittsburg 
♦I.  B.  Booth.  Philadelphia 
♦P.  R.  Kirk,  Bryn  Mawr 
♦J.  M.  Sutman,  Monongahela 
♦Theo.  Schweriner,  Germantown 

H.  C.  Demming,  Harrisburg 
♦R.  H.  Morris,  Danville 


ALTERNATES. 

le    John  B.  Kinney,  Steelton 
Joseph  A.  Logan,  Milton 
A.  B.  King.  West  Newton 
O.  M.  Head,  Pittsburg 
Riley  R.  Zerbe,  Le  Raysville 
Victor  C.  Knorr,  Braddock 
J.  H.  Minds,  Houtsdale 
E.  J.  Campbell,  Greensburg 
A.  B.  Richey,  Butler 
S.  A.  Losch,  Schuylkill  Haven 

E.  L.  Schroeder,  York 
♦J.  W.  Pry,  Burgettstown 

H.  L.  Smith,  Warren 
John  Weigle,  Zelienople 
W.  T.  Ziegler,  Gettysburg 
W.  A.  Lowrey,  Butler 

F.  M.  Coleman,  Reading 
W.  H.  Turner,  West  Chester 
W.  C.  Lower,  Greensburg 

J.  B.  Hunter,  Leechburg 
Thomas  Firth,  Philadelphia 
J.  R.  Oursler,  Latrobe 
W.  L.  Reisinger,  York 
R.  N.  Spohn,  Pittsburg 
♦W.  J.  Arbogast,  Allegheny 
♦J.  C.  Thomas,  Pittsburg 
George  Warfel,  Huntingdon 
Wendel  H.  Miller,  Harrisburg 
♦Thomas  J.  Laurel,  Pittsburg 
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PEN  NSYLVANIA— Concluded. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

*Lou»  Wagner,  Germantown,  '66- 7    F.  H.  Dyer,  Detroit,  Mich.,  1884 
A.  C.  Pearson,  Pittsburg,  1868  Austin  Curtin,  Chester  Springs,  '85 

O.  C.  Bosbyshell,  Philadelphia.  '69  *J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Lebanon,  1886 
*Robert  B.  Heath,  PhiladelphiB,  '73    fSamuel  Harper,  1887 
fA.  Wilson  Norris,  1874  *Frank  J.  Magee.  Wrights v'le,  1888 

W.  W.  Tyson,  Erie,  1875  *Thos.  J.  Stewart.  Norristown,  1889 

James  W.  Latta,  Philadelphia,  '76  fjos.  F.  Denniston,  1890 
Samuel  I.  Given,  Phila.,  1877  George  G.  Boyer,  Harrisburg,  1891 

Charles  T.  Hull,  Athens,  1878  *[ohn  P.  Taylor,  Reedsville,  1892 

♦George  L.  Brown,  Minersville,  '79  *Thos.  G.  Sample,  Allegheny,  1893 
♦Chill  W.  Hazzard,  Monongahela,       William  Emsley,  Phila,,  1894 

1880  *H.  H.  Cumings,  Tidioute,  1895 
tJohn  Taylor,  1881  *Alfred  Darte,  Wilkes-Barre,  1896 

J.  M.  Vanderslice,  Phila..  1882         nVm.  D.  Stauflfer,  Lancaster,  1897 
E.  S.  Osborne,  Wilkes-Barre,  1883 

POTOMAC.     (14.) 
Organized  Feb.  13,  1869.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    2,814 

♦Commander Arthur  Hendricks.  Washington 

♦Senior  Vice  Commander B.  F.  Chase,  Washington 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander J.  B.  Carter,  Washington 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Lorenzo  Vanderhoef,  Washington 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

J.  L.  Da venport( at  large) Washington  James  Wood,  Washington 
♦C.  M.  Robinson.  Washington  ♦Geo.  W.  McElfresh,  Washington 

♦C.  P.  Bundick,  Washington  T.  L.  Thornton,  Washington 

♦S.  W.  Herbert,  Washington  W.  W.  Chambers,  Washington 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tTimoth  Luby,  1870-72  Jerome  B.  Burk,  Washington,  '86-7 

Frank  H.  Sprague. Washington, *73-4  Chas.  P.  Lincoln,  Washington,  * 88 

Benj.  F.  Hawkes,  Washington,  '76    William  S.  Odell,  Washington,  '89 

♦A.  H.  G.  Richardson,  Washington,    M.  Emmett  Urell,  Washington,  '90 

1877    J-  M.  Pipes,  Washington,  '91 
Geo.  E.  Corson,  Washington,  1878  ♦A.  F.  Dinsmore.  Washington,  1892 
Harrison  Dingman,  Washingt'n,*79    S.  E.  Faunce,  Washington,  1893 
Chas.  C.  Royce,  Chico,  Cal.,  1880    ♦Nathan  Bickford,  Washington,  '94 
♦Wm.  Gibson,  Washington,  1881        ♦Marion  T.  Anderson.  Washington, 
♦Saml.  S.  Burdett,  Washington, '82-3  1895 

♦D.  S.  Alexander,  Buffalo,  N.Y.;84   ♦John  McElroy,  Washington,  1896 
Newton  M.  Brooks,  Washington, '85  Thos.  S.  Hopkins,  Washington, '97 

fDeceased. 
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RHODE  ISLAND,     (ii.) 

Organized  March  24,  1868.      Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    2,224 

♦Commander Sam* I  W.  K.  Allen,  E.  Greenwich 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Charles  O.  Ballon,  Providence 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Walter  A.  Read,  Chepachet 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Philip  3.  Chase,  Providence 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦R.  Harry  Robinson  (at  large)  Lewis  T.  Holley,  Providence 

Providence  Edwin  Lowe,  Providence 

♦Jeremiah  Costine,  Providence  Erdix  F.  Dustin,  Providence 
♦Patrick  Fitzpatrick,  River  Point 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

t Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  1868  Andrew  K.  McMahon,  Newport 

Horatio  Rogers,  Providence,  1869  1884 

♦Chas.  R.  Brayton,  Providence,* 70  i     Eugene  A.  Cory,  Phila.  Pa.,  1885 
Elisha  H.  Rhodes,  Providence,  Theo.  A.  Barton,  Providence,  1886 

1872-3    Benj.  L.  Hall,  Bristol,  1887 

tEdwin  Metcalf,  1874  Gideon  Spencer,  Providence,  1888 

fEdwin  C.  Pomroy,  1875  ♦Alonzo  Williams,  Providence.  1889 

Chas.  H.  Williams,  Prov.,  1876  Benj.  F.  Davis,  Pawtucket,  1890 

Henry  J.  Spooner,  Prov.,  1877  Benj.  H.  Child ,  Providence,  1891 

Fred.  A.  Arnold,  Providence,  1878    David  S.  Ray,  E.  Providence,  1892 
Henry  R.  Barker,  Providence,  '79   fGeo.  T.  Cranston,  1893 
Chas.  C.  Gray,  Providence,  1880        Chas.  H.  Baker,  Bristol,  1894 

fWm.  H.  P.  Steere,  1881  Daniel  R.  Ballou,  Prov.,  1895 

Henry  F.  Jenks,  Pawtucket,  1882     *Wm.  E.  Stone,  Providence,  1896 

♦Phillip  S.  Chase,  Providence,  '83        Livingston  Scott,  Woonsocket,  '97 

SOUTH  DAKOTA.     (29.) 

Organized  March  20,  1883.      Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1897,    2,067 

♦Commander E.  P.  Farr,  Pierre 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander B.  F.  Bowman,  Ipswich 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander Bailey  Madison,  Sturgis 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  James  S.  Sebree,  Pierre 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦Joseph  Elsom  (at  large)  North vi lie    W.  A.  D.  North.  Watertown 
tB.  F.  Campbell,  Sioux  Falls,  ♦Robert  Dollard,  Olivet 

♦W.  R.  Stowe,  Brookings        *  J.  M.  Green,  Chamberlain 

—  —  • 

tDeceased 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA— Concluded. 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tThos.  S.  Free,  1883-4  J.  B.  Hoit,  Aberdeen,  1892 

VV.  V.  Lucas,  Chamberlain,  1885-6  N.  C.  Nash,  Canton,  1893 

Harrison  Allen,  Fargo,  N.  D.,  1887  Geo.  W.  Carpenter.  Watert'n,  '94 

S.  F.  Hammond,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  S.  R.  Drake,  Plankinion,  1895 

1888  tjohn  Ackley,  1896 

Geo.  A.  Silsby,  Mitchell,  1889  John  F.  Baker,  Hermosa.  1896 

E.  T.  Langley,  Huron,  1890  C.  B.  Clark,  Huron,  1897 
C.  S.  Palmer,  Sioux  Falls,  1891 

TENNESSEE.     (34.) 

Organized  Feb.  26,  1884.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    2,268 

♦Commander W.  H.  Nelson,  Backwoods 

*Senior  Vice-Commander Henry  Crumbliss,  Kingston 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander I.  B.  Ziegler,  KnoxvUle 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .       .   .  Frank  Seaman,  Knoxville 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

H.  W.  Veazey  (at  large),  Harriman  Joel  I.  Pyott,  Athens 
S.  T.  Harris,  Knoxville  John  Trindle,  Chattanooga 

♦John  Gray.  Greenville  E.  W.  Atkins.  Knoxville 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

t Edward  S.  Jones,  1885  ♦A.  J.  Gahagan,  Chattanooga,  189 1 

E.  E.  Winters,  Macon,  Ga. ,  1886  ♦H.  C.  Whitaker,  New  Market,  1892 

Wm.  J.  Ramage,  Knoxville,  1887  ♦Frank  Seaman,  Knoxville,  1893 

Wm.  Rule,  Knoxville,  1888  W.  E.  F.  Millburn,  Greenville,  '94 

A.  H.  Pettibone,  Greenville,  1889  ♦W.  J.  Smith,  Memphis,  1895 

Chas.  F.  Muller,  Utica.  N.  Y.,  '90  ♦H.  B.  Case.  Chattanooga,  1896-7 

TEXAS.     (38.) 

Organized  March  25,  1885.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    876 

♦Commander W.  F.  Conner,  Dallas 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander E.  G.  Rust,  Houston 

♦Junior  Vice-Commander C.  C.  Haskel,  Denison 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .    .   .  J.  C.  Bigger,  Dallas 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

P.  B.  Hunt  (at  large),  Dallas  ♦H.  E.  Conger,  Waco 

♦T.  M.  Wright,  Denison  W.  C.  Adlcr,  Terrell 

TDeceased 
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TEXAS— Concluded. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

W.  D.  Wylie,  Dallas,  1885  fO.  G.  Peterson,  1892 

O.  T.  Lyon,  Sherman,  1886  ♦].  W.  Parks,  Dallas,  1893 
fW.  H.  Sinclair,  1887  R.  M.  Moore,  San  Antonio,  1894 

tj.  C.  DeGress,  1888  ♦W.  W.  Bostwick,  Denison,  1895 

*A.  G.  Malloy,  El  Paso,  1889  *G.  W.  McCormick.  Dallas,  1896 

A.  K.  Taylor,  Houston,  1890  Ed.  Ketchum,  Galveston,  1897 

M.  W.  Mann,  Dallas,  1891 

UTAH.     (33.) 

Organized  October  8, 1883.         Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    200 

Commander Norman  Ives,  Ogden 

Senior  Vice-Commander F.  L.  Gushing,  Bingham 

Junior  Vice- Commander  .....  C.  H.  Campbell,  Salt  Lake 
Assistant  Adjutant  General    .  .   .   .CO.  Famsworth.  Salt  Lake 

REPRESENTATIVE.  ALTERNATE. 

♦Allen  Allensworth  (at  large)  B.  F.  Bair,  Ogden 

Fort  Douglas,  Salt  Lake 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

fGeorge  C.  Douglass,  1883  Frank  Hoffman,  Salt  Lake,  1891 

tRansford  Smith,  1884  tJ.  R.  Elliott,  1892 

*H.  C.  Wardleigh,  Ogden,  1885  JohnW.  Greenman,SaIt  Lake,i893 

fElijah  Sells,  1886  ♦Thomas  C.  Iliff,  Salt  Lake,  1894 

tEli  H.  Murray,  1887  C.  O.  Earns  worth.  Salt  Lake,  1895 

fNathan  Kimball,  1888  M.  M.  Kellogg.  Provo,  1896 

Henry  T.  Snyder,  Ogden.  1889  Thos.  C  Bailey,  Salt  Lake,  1897 

Henry  Page,  Salt  Lake,  1890 

VERMONT.     (13.) 

Organized  Oct.  23,  1868,         Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1897.      4,377 

♦Commander L.  B.  Harris,  Lyndonville 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander J.  H.  Lyon,  Essex  Junction 

Junior  Vice-Commander W.  E.  Bliss,  Calais 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .   .  E.  L.  Wells,  Lyndonville 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦W.  H.  H.  Slack  (at  large),  E.  N.  Peck,  Burlington 
Springfield    W.  L.  Cady,  Middlebury 

♦Perry  Porter,  West  Burke  W.  H.  H.  Ralph,  West  Windsor 

E.  Bowman,  Rutland  M.  V.  B.  Vance,  Lunenburg 

A.  A.  Niies,  Morrisville  J.  J.  Colby,  Waterbury 

C.  M.  Ferrin,  Essex  Junction  T.  A.  Carpenter,  Bemington 
J.  H.  Luda,  Montpelier 

tDeceased 
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VERMONT—  Concluded. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

tGeorge  P.  Foster,  18689  P.  D.  Blodgett,  St.  Johnsbury,  '87 

W.  W.  Henry,  Burlington,  1870-1  H.  E.  Taylor,  Brattleboro,  1888 

tW.  G.  Veazey,  18723  A.  S.  Tracy,  Middlebury,  1889 

S.  Th6mas,  Montpelier,  1874-5  Z.  M.  Mansur,  Island  Pond,  1890 

T.  S.  Peck,  Burlington,  1876-7  D.  L.  Morgan,  Rutland,  1891 

J.  H.  Goulding,  Wilmington,  ^7819  Hugh  Henry,  Chester,  1892 

Geo.  W.  Hooker,  Brattleboro,  '80-1  Geo.  W.  Doty,  Morrisville,  1893 

A.  B.  Valentine,  Bennington,  1882-3  C.  F.  Branch,  Amherst,  Mass.,  '94 

C.  C.  Kinsman,  Rutland,  1884  B.  Cannon,  Jr.,  Bellows  Falls,  '95 

W.  L.  Greenleaf,  Burlington,  1885  N.  M.  Puffer,  Bennington,  1896 

Geo.  T.  Childs,  St.  Albans,  1886  E.  W.  Jewett,  Swanton,  1897 

VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA.     (15.) 

Organized  July  27 ,  1871.  Number  of  members  Dec.  31 ,  1897,     i  ,170 

♦Commander James  M.  Davis,  Richmond 

*Senior  Vice  Commander Walter  S.  Wilson,  Norfolk 

♦Junior  Vice- Commander Isaac  Powell,  Newbern,  N.  C 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    .  .   .  .  W.  N.  Eaton ,  Portsmouth 

REPRESENTATIVES  ALTERNATES 

♦John  W.  Boynton  (at  large)  R.  G.  Griffin,  Yorktown,  Va. 

Hampton    George  Wilson,  National  Home 
♦J.  P.  Carter,  Norfolk  D.  V.  S.,  Va. 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

♦Wm.  N.  Eaton,  Portsmouth,  1874  J.  W.  Woodman,  Portsmouth  '878 

tW.  H.  Appenzeller,  1875-6  fR-  P.  Wheeler,  1889 

♦Wm.  Ryder,  Portsmouth,  1877  N.  J.  Smith,  Richmond,  1890 

tR.  G.  Staples,  1878  H.  B.  Nichols,  Norfolk,  1891 

R.  Bond,  Phoebus,  1879  ♦Edgar  Allan,  Richmond,  Va.,  1892 

A.  B.  Hurlburt,  Phila.,  Pa.,  1880  ♦T.  T.  Whitcomb,  Elizabeth  City, 
tW.  Hervey  King,  1881  N.  C. ,  1893 

P.  T.  Woodfin,  National  Home,  ♦Jos.  G.  Fulton,  Ft.  Monroe,  1894 

D.  V.  S.  1882-3  Jas.  E.  Porter,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  1895 

♦B.  C.  Cook,  Richmond,  1884  H.  W.  Weiss,  Emporia,  1896 

tH.  de  B.  Clay,  1885-6  ♦John  W.  Stebbins,  Norfolk.  1897 

WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA.     (30.) 

Organized  June  20, 1883.         Number  of  members  Dec.  31, 1897,    2,081 

♦Commander Geo.  W.  Tibbetts,  Issaquah,  W. 

Senior  Vice- Commander    .....  D.  C.  Ely,  Chewelah 

Junior  Vice-Commander D.  C.  Welsh,  Asatin 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .    .   .  S.  W.  Clark.  Seattle 

tDeceased 
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WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA— Concluded. 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

H.  H.  Wolfe  (at  large)  Dayton        *James  Callahan 
A.  S.  Cole,  New  Whatcom  *J.  Dickerson 

John  R.Kinner,  Seattle  *H.  A.  Bigelow 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

fGeorge  D.  Hill,  1883  D.  G.  Lovell,  Tacoma,  1891 

tH.  A.  Morrow,  1884  J.  S.  Brown,  South  Bend.  1892 

A.  M.  Brooks,  Seattle,  1885  tJ-  F.  Sinclair,  1893 

C.  M.  Holton,  No.  Yakima,  1886  fJ-  N.  Scott,  1894 
A.  P.  Curry,  Spokane,  1887  Norman  Buck,  Spokane,  1895 

tJ.  W.  Spra^rue,  1888  C.  T.  Patterson,  Tacoma,  1896 

S.  G.  Cosgrove,  Pomeroy,  1889  John  F.  McLean,  Walla  Walla,  '97 
M.  M.  Holmes,  Walla  Walla,  1890 

WEST  VIRGINIA.     (28.) 

Organized  April  9,  i868.        Re-organized  Feb.  20,  1883. 

Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,     i»579 

♦Commander Richard  Robertson,  Wheeling 

♦Senior  Vice-Commander Charles  R.  Lavally,  Huntington 

*  Junior  Vice  Commander Arnold  Brandley,  Elkins 

♦Assistant  Adjutant  General    ....  Joseph  A.  Arkle,  Wheeling 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES. 

♦M.  B.  Bartlett  (at  large)  Parkersburg  Thomas  Sykes,  Huntington 
♦James  Watson,  Morgantown  Geo.  B.  Woodcock,  N.  Martinsville 

♦W.  H.  Aspinall,  Weston  Dixon  R.  King,  Bellville 

PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

W.  H.  H.  Flick,  Martinsburg,  ♦Geo.  J.  Walker,  Jackson  C.  H.,  '90 

1882-3  ♦!.  H,  Duval,  Wellsburg,  1891 
♦C.  B.  Smith,  Parkersburg,  1884        *C.  E.  Anderson,  Weston,  1892 
tjohn  Carlin,  1885  Anthony  Smith,  Wick,  1893 

♦G.  W.  Taggart,  Parkersburg,  1886     F.  H.  Crago,  Wheeling,  1894 
*Lee  Haymond,  Clarksburg,  1887      ♦R.  H.  Lee,  St.  Albans,  1895 
R.  E.  Fleming,  N.  London,  Pa.,'8S^R.  H.  Freer,  Harrisville,  1896 
S.  S.  Hazen,  Parkersburg,  1889  Thos.  A.  Maulsby,  Fairmont,  '97 

tDeceased 
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WISCONSIN.     (2.) 

Organized  June  7,  1866.         Number  of  members  Dec.  31,  1897,    10,835 

^Commander C.  H.  Russell,  Berlin 

*  Senior  Vice-Commander W.  C.  Wilson,  Appleton 

Junior  Vice-Commander James  H.  Agen,  W .  Superior 

Assistant  Adjutant  General    .   .   .  .  Z.  C  Hamilton,  Berlin 

REPRESENTATIVES.  ALTERNATES 

*John  M.  Baer  (at  large)  Appleton  *H.  C.  Putnam,  Brodhead 

*Geo.  W.  Sutherland,  Clintonville  *E.  W.  Keycs,  Lake  Mills 
*H.  J.  Smith,  Racine  Samuel   W.Eager,  Racine 

Geo.  E.  Bryant,  Madison  *L.  D.  Hinkley,  Waupun 
*C.  E.  Morley,  Viroqua  D.  K.  Noyes,  Baraboo 

♦Louis  Sholes,  Milwaukee  Henry  Hase,  Milwaukee 

W.  M.  Root,  Sheboygan  M.  L.  Snyder,  Waukesha 

Robert  Brand,  Oshkosh  S.  M.  Scott,  Stockbridge 

W.  C.  Gerard,  La  Crosse  C.  E.  Scott,  Whitehall 

*E.  E.  Ensign,  Weyauwega  O.  L.  Harder,  Green  Bay 

*J.  A.  Don  Levy,  Oconto  W.  H.  Blinn,  Antigo 

♦Rodolph  Miles,  Chippewa  Falls  C.  W.  Chinnock,  River  Falls 

PAST   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDERS. 

Jas.  K.  Proudfit,  Kansas  City,  Kan.fJ.  Davidson,  1885 

18S6    H.  P.  Fischer,  Milwaukee.  1886 
tH.  A.  Starr,  1867  M.  Griffin,  Eau  Claire,  1887 

tJ.  M.  Rusk,  1868  ♦A.  G.  Weissert,  Milwaukee,  1888-9 

T.  S.  Allen,  Oshkosh,  1869-70  L.  Ferguson,  Brandon,  1889 

E.  Ferguson,  Milwaukee,  1871-2      ♦B.  F.  Bryant,  La  Crosse,  1890 
tA.  J.  McCoy.  1873  W.  H.  Upham,  Marshfield,  1891 

G.  A.  Hanaford,  Chicago,  111., '74-5    C.  B.  Welton,  Madison,  1892 
tjohn  Hancock,  1876  E.  A.  Shores,  Ashland,  1893 

*H.  G,  Rogers,  Milwaukee,  1877         J.  A.  Watrous,  Milwaukee,  1894 

S.  F.  Hammond,  St.  Paul,  Minn.  '78    W.  D.  Hoard,  Ft.  Atkinson,  i<y95 
*G.  J.  Thomas,  Harvard,  Neb.  1879    D.  Lloyd  Jones,  Milwaukee,  i<y96 

*8o-i  ♦E.  B.  Gray,  Madison,  1897 

H.  M.  Enos,  Waukesha,  1882 

P.  Cheek,  Baraboo,  1883-4 

tDeceased 

The  Commander-in-Chief  then  read  his  Annual  Address: 
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Address  of  Commander-in-Chief. 


Comrades,  one  year  ago,  when  I  assumed  the  duties  of  this 
position^  I  little  anticipated  that  in  the  preparation  of  my  address 
to  you  at  the  close  of  my  incumbency,  I  would  be  surrounded  with 
all  the  paraphernalia  and  incidents  of  war,  with  which  you  are  all 
so  familiar,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  some  of  the  battle  fields  which 
were  witnesses  of  your  heroic  struggles  in  olden  days,  Virginia 
soil  and  Virginia  names  are  as  familiar  to-day  as  they  were  in  the 
60 's  and  with  my  tent  just  in  front  of  one  of  the  lines  of  earth- 
works, reaching  from  Washington  to  Centreville,  overlooking  the 
tents  of  a  division  of  10,000  citizen  soldiers  of  1898,  I  undertook 
the  task  of  preparing  this  report.  *'  All  is  quiet  on  the  Potomac," 
and  its  waters  move  on  placidly  to  the  sea,  while  the  ruins  of  Forts 
Ethan  Allen,  Marcy  and  others,  stand  grim  reminders  of  the  war- 
fare upon  its  banks,  in  which  you  participated  over  a  third  of  a 
century  ago.  Manassas,  Groveton  and  Thoroughfare  Gap  were 
all  in  the  vicinity,  and  even  grim  Munson's  Hill  stood  out  as 
prominent  as  in  the  days  when  Quaker  guns  surmounted  it.  Fair- 
fax Court  House  has  had  several  buildings  roofed  and  repaired  since 
you  were  familiar  with  it,  but  the  character  of  Virginia  mud  re- 
mains as  of  yore,  with  no  perceptible  change  in  its  quantity  or 
quality. 

If  you  should  find  in  this  report  a  failure  to  note  all  the 
official  actions,  you  have  a  right  to  expect,  I  hope  you  will  give  me 
credit  at  least,  for  an  effort  to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  posi- 
tion to  which  you  so  kindly  elevated  me,  but  which  led  me  to  again 
offer  my  services,  and  follow  the  flag  to  participate  in  the  warfare 
thrust  upon  the  Nation. 

Comrades,  as  I  greet  you  at  this,  our  annual  re-union,  it  is 
with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  his  paternal  care  to  us  as  in- 
dividuals, and  to  the  Nation  we  so  ardently  love.  As  Comrades  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  we  can  look  over  the  events  of 
the  year  just  past  with  feelings  of  congratulation  and  just  pride. 
No  equal  period  of  time  in  the  world's  history  has  been  fraught 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  47 

with  more  momentous  events,  and  the  result  to  us,  as  a  nation, 
cannot  but  place  us  upon  a  much  higher  plane  among  the  govern- 
ments of  the  world.  The  feature,  however,  that  affects  us,  is  that 
which  relates  to  our  participation  in  the  occurrences  as  old  soldiers 
and  citizens,  who,  for  over  a  third  of  a  century,  have  taught  love 
of  country  and  adoration  of  the  Hag,  and  declared  patriotism  to  be 
the  foundation  stone  of  the  Republic.  To-day  we  behold  the  flag 
we  brought  back  to  the  Nation,  unsullied  and  undimmed,  floating 
over  a  re-united  country,  and  its  blessings  and  protection  extended 
to  the  isles  of  the  sea,  indicative  of  a  higher  civilization  and  a 
purer  evangelization.  To  our  fellow  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  1 
present  era,  we  extend  our  congratulations  as  heartily  as  it  is  in  our 
power  to  do  so,  recognizing,  as  we  do,  that  our  organization  and 
our  teachings  during  the  last  thirty  years,  has  been  effective  in 
preparation  for  this  glorious  result.  As  we  combatted disunion  and 
secession,  in  order  that  this  Nation  might  forever  remain  one  and 
iiidivisible,  so  we  to-day  rejoice  as  we  behold  the  citizen  soldiers 
of  every  state  responding  to  the  call  of  our  Comrade  President,  to 
enforce  the  dedrees  of  humanity  and  civilization  among  those  who 
disregard  their  teachings,  upon  the  islands  of  our  adjacent  seas.  / 
From  every  standpoint  the  mission  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  has  been  a  pronounced  success,  in  thus  keeping  alive  the 
fires  of  patriotic  teachings,  and  with  our  fellow  citizens  we  are  re- 
joiced at  the  advance  step  forward  to  the  exalted  position  we  now 
occupy  among  the  Nations  of  the  world.  Therefore,  pursuing  in 
our  deliberations  the  same  moderation  and  the  same  unselfishness, 
but  thoroughly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  country  which  rendered 
it  possible  for  us  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  Nation,  we  can 
further  unite  our  efforts  to  secure  continued  success  and  prosperity. 
To  our  esteemed  Comrade,  President  William  McKinley,  and 
his  Secretary  of  War,  our  Past  Commander-in-Chief,  R.  A.  Alger, 
we  have  given  our  individual  and  organized  support  in  the  arduous 
duties  imposed  upon  them.  Never  in  the  world's  history  has  there 
been  an  occasion  when  the  experience  of  leaders  in  National  strife 
rendered  them  so  thoroughly  competent  to  meet  the  difficulties  en- 
countered. Our  people  are  proverbially  peaceful  in  their  desires. 
Averse  to  war,  naturally,  no  portion  of  them  are  more  so  than  the 
men,  who  by  personal  experience  have  participated  in  its  horrors. 
Yet,  at  the  call  of  the  President  there  was  no  delay,  no  hesitancy 
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in  responding,  and  to-day  there  are  no  regrets.  No  division  of 
sentiment  as  to  the  magnificient  manner  in  which  those  officials 
have  performed  the  arduous  duties  of  their  important  positions. 
The  congratulations  of  the  Grand  Army  ot  the  Republic,  aye,  of 
the  Nation,  are  due  them,  and  from  this  present  encampment  there 
should  go  forward  no  uncertain  words  as  to  our  united  support  to 
the  Government  in  solving  the  difficult  problems  yet  before  them. 
Confident  are  we  that  the  result  will  justify  the  supreme  faith  which 
we  repose  in  these,  our  comrades,  and  through  their  efforts  we 
believe  the  Nation  will  still  continue  under  the  providence  of  Al- 
mighty God  to  the  higher  position  which  He  has  evidently 
designed  for  it. 

When  it  became  evident  that  war  with  Spain  was  certain,  and 
all  during  its  progress,  numerous  letters  were  received  from  zealous 
comrades  suggesting  various  methods  designed  to  assist  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  warfare  against  the  enemy.  Some  comrades  desired  to 
have  the  Commander-in-Chief  offer  the  service  of  the  entire  mem- 
bership. Posts  forwarded  resolutions  tendering  their  services. 
Various  comrades  submitted  plans  for  the  raising -of  money  by 
contribution  of  portion  of  their  pensions  and  other  money  in  small 
sums  for  the  replacement  of  the  battleship  Maine,  by  a  vessel  of 
equal  size  and  strength.  Many  propositions  not  as  feasible  as  this, 
but  containing  proposals  of  inventions,  which  the  inventors  be- 
lieved were  calculated  to  destroy  the  entire  Spanish  Army  by 
entirely  new  methods,  were  also  in  evidence.  Recognizing  in  all 
this  only  the  ardent  and  patriotic  motives  of  their  authors,  the 
Commander-in-Chief  deemed  it  inadvisable  to  accept  any  of  them. 
The  Government,  he  felt,  was  in  capable  hands.  The  President 
knew  he  could  have  all  of  the  Grand  Army  Comrades  he  wanted. 
There  was  no  reason  apparent  why  any  pensioner  should  be  de- 
prived of  any  portion  of  his  pittance  to  aid  our  finances.  The 
wealth  of  the  Nation  was  abundant,  much  more  than  sufficient  to 
meet  all  demands  upon  it,  I  knew  of  no  authority  in  any  of  the 
officials  to  accept  assistance  in  the  manner  proposed.  This  applied 
also  to  inveiuions  and  schemes  of  individuals,  in  as  much  as  every 
Department  of  the  Government  had  employed  the  best  skill  of  the 
world  to  secure  the  best  possible  devices  in  warfare.  It  was,  how- 
ever, exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  realize 
the  devotion  all  these  propositions  exhibited,  evidencing  as  it  did. 
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the  willingness  of  so  many,  prevented  by  age  from  participating 
actively  in  the  service,  to  make  what  sacrifice  they  could  in  the 
Nation's  behalf.  Latterly  other  propositions  have  come  from 
various  sources  in  the  shape  of  individual  letters  and  resolutions. 
One  is  to  admit  into  membership  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  the  soldiers  of  the  present  war  with  Spain,  regardless  of 
other  qualifications.  The  principal  reason  being,  that  in  this  way 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  could  be  continued  and  preserved 
as  an  organization,  even  after  every  member  who  had  joined  it 
under  its  present  system  had  bcJen  mustered  out.  It  occurs  to  me 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  altering  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of 
our  Organization  or  changing  its  distinctive  character  for  any  such 
purpose.  The  object  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  fully 
set  forth  in  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  our  rituals  and  our  charges, 
and  will  all  have  been  accomplished  when  the  Comrades  who  are 
now  authorized  to  compose  it  are  no  longer  factors  within  it. 
Many  of  them  and  more  of  their  sons  are  in  the  army  at  this  time, 
and  have  contributed  magnificently  to  the  success  of  the  opera- 
tions which  resulted  in  so  glorious  a  peace.  They  are  entitled  to 
all  the  honor  we  can  give  them,  and  will  no  doubt  receive  the 
thanks  of  a  grateful  people ;  they  will  doubtless,  if  they  have  not 
already  done  so,  organize  a  society  of  their  own,  but  there  can  be 
no  merit  in  their  becoming  members  of  our  organization,  founded 
under  different  auspices  and  based  upon  entirely  different  principles. 
When  the  Grand  Array  of  the  Republic  has  fulfilled  its  mission  it 
should  cease  to  exist.  The  only  organization  of  its  kind  in  the 
world's  history,  with  its  record  complete,  its  membership  all  united 
in  the  unknown  beyond,  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
finally  closed  and  the  taps  sound  its  last  requiem. 

It  has  also  been  urged,  by  well  meaning  comrades,  to  propose 
the  return  of  the  flags  captured  during  the  war,  presumably  to  the 
states  recently  in  rebellion.  I  cannot  but  deprecate  any  agitation 
of  this  question.  We  have  never  recognized  the  proposition  that 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  was  a  war  between  the  States  ;  it  was  a 
war  for  the  union  and  the  union  to-day  is  of  all  the  States.  Those 
lately  in  rebellion  are  as  thoroughly  a  portion  of  it  as  are  those 
which  battled  for  its  life  and  supremacy.  All  captured  property 
belongs  to  the  Government  of  this  Union  and  is  as  much  the  prop- 
erty of  one  State,  if  such  can  be,  as  of  the  other,  and  of  the  in- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CO  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 

dividual  members  of  all  of  them.  No  state  has  a  right  to  claim  or 
hold  specific  articles  belonging  to  the  National  Government. 
Whatever  may  have  been  past  conditions  the  present  beholds  sec- 
tional lines  absolutely  destroyed  and  the  men  of  all  the  States 
following  one  flag,  in  battle  line,  shoulder  to  shoulder.  Let  the 
flags  remain  where  they  are  as  the  best  possible  place  of  repose  for 
them  and  what  they  represented  at  that  time,  now  so  nearly  for- 
gotten. Any  agitation  of  this  character  seems  to  me  to  be  unwise. 
Grand  Army  men  have  no  desire  to  revive  any  feelings  but  those 
which  brave  men  can  accept  as  leading  up  to  a  more  glorious 
union,  to  a  higher  appreciation  of  the  soldierly  qualities  of  all  the 
men  who  battled  with  or  against  us  in  the  days  gone  by. 

In  this  connection  the  action  of  the  Confederate  Veteran 
Camp,  of  New  York,  the  proceedings  of  which  have  been  for- 
warded to  me,  seem  to  suggest  a  method  which  will  end  all  discus- 
sion and  satisfy  these  gentlemen  who  continually  recur  to  this 
subject.  This  resolution  presents,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
various  Grand  Army  Posts  and  others,  the  proposition  that  a 
building  be  erected  at  Washington,  under  appropriate  legislation 
of  Congress,  to  be  a  National  ^Depository,  in  which  not  only  the 
captured  flags,  but  all  such  emblems  and  trophies  of  each  side  as 
may  be  offered  from  any  quarter,  should  properly  be  collected  and 
lodged  for  their  careful  preservation  and  identification.  If  it  is 
desirable  to  take  any  steps  relative  to  this  matter,  this  is  the  most 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  entire  question,  and  if  properly  ar- 
ranged, this  disposition  might  be  a  judicious  measure.  It  would  at 
all  events  prevent  the  continual  presentation  of  this  matter  to  the 
public  and  keep  the  flags  where  they  belong,  under  the  control  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Administration  it  be- 
came apparent  that  the  finances  of  the  National  Encampment  were 
in  a  deplorable  condition  with  but  I167  in  the  treasury,  bills 
amounting  to  ^  large  sum,  and  the  expenses  of  the  Encampment 
were  due.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  adopt  measures  of 
the  utmost  economy,  as  well  as  a  husbanding  of  the  resources,  to 
enable  us  to  pay  our  indebtedness,  and  present  to  you,  as  we  do  at 
this  meeting,  a  report  showing  all  liabilities  met,  and  a  reasonable 
balance  in  the  treasury.  To  accomplish  this,  however,  it  was 
necessary  to  call  upon  the  unselfish  devotion  and  disinterested  work 
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of  comrades  who  were  willing  to  serve  as  Adjutant-General  and 
Quartermaster-General  without  compensation.  I  cannot  too  highly 
commend  the  action  of  Comrades  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Charles  Burrows,  of  New  Jersey,  who  accepted  these 
positions  under  the  conditions  stated.  They  have  fulfilled  the 
duties  of  their  several  positions  with  exemplary  industry  and 
fidelity,  enabling  me  as  they  have  in  addition,  to  devote  much  of 
my  time  to  the  duties  assigned  me  by  the  President  in  the  Volun- 
teer Army.  This  self-sacrificing  devotion  was  a  matter  of  necessity 
at  the  time,  and  was  not  to  establish  a  precedent  by  which  this  or- 
ganization is  to  be  governed,  as  I  recognize  the  fact  that  the  laborer 
is  worthy  of  his  hire ;  but  certainly  a  greater  economy  should  be 
practiced  in  the  future,  and  our  expenditures  not  be  permitted  to 
exceed  our  income.  Comrades  Stewart  and  Burrows  are  entitled 
to  more  than  the  thanks  of  the  Encampment  for  their  unprece- 
dented action  in  the  interest  of  our  order,  as  well  as  for  the  faithful 
manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  several  duties.  Of  the 
^2,oco  appropriated  for  the  expenses  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
I  found  it  necessary  to  expend  but  ^34.59,  the  balance  remaining 
in  the  treasury.  With  this  reduced  expense,  the  Quartermaster- 
General  is  enabled  to  present  to  you  the  satisfactory  report  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  treasury  which  is  a  matter  for  congratulation 
to  all.  In  this  report  I  have  also  instructed  the  Quartermaster- 
General  that  the  interest  on  the  several  Memorial  Funds  should  not 
be  convened  into  the  General  Fund,  but  remain  with,  and  be 
added  to  its  principal,  as  it  was  designed  to  be  used  for  the  specific 
purposes  for  which  they  were  subscribed. 

The  situation  of  the  Grant  Memorial  Fund  is  peculiar.  Origin- 
ally amounting  to  ^11,000,  the  contract  was  made  with  a  sculptor 
to  erect  a  statue  of  General  Grant.  During  the  progress  of  the 
work  he  was  paid  j6,ooo  but  upon  the  completion  of  its  work  the 
statue  was  unsatisfactory  and  was  condemned  by  the  Committee. 
The  sculptor  proposed  to  make  a  second  one,  which  has  not  been 
completed,  although  several  years  have  elapsed  since  the  contract 
was  made  and  I  would  suggest  that  such  action  be  taken  as  would 
close  the  matter  up. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Admin- 
istration met  at  Cincinnati,  December  isth,  1897,  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  present  Encampment.     We  were 
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met  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  in  the  most  cordial  spirit 
and  after  full  consultation  adopted  the  arrangements  which  have 
resulted  in  our  present  successful  meeting.  Your  Council  received 
every  consideration  from  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  are 
gratified  tc-day  to  know  that  the  promises  made  for  your  reception 
and  entertainment  have  been  fulfilled.  A  subsequent  meeting  of 
the  Council  was  held  to  finally  complete  matters  at  which  I  was  not 
present,  but,  from  report  received  it  was  equally  satisfactory  and 
conducive  to  the  success  of  our  National  Encampment. 

Many  proposed  visitations  to  the  various  Department  Encamp- 
ments were  interrupted  by  the  outbreak  of  the  war  and  numerous 
engagements  which  I  had  confidently  expected  to  fill,  had  to  be 
broken,  much  to  my  regret.  However,  it  was  my  pleasure  to  meet 
with  quite  a  number  of  the  Departments,  particularly  in  the  eastern 
and  southern  States,  and  on  each  occasion  received  all  the  courtesy 
and  kindness  it  was  possible  to  bestow.  Renewed  energy  seemed 
to  vie  with  old-time  zeal,  to  make  the  Department  Encampment  a 
success,  and  the  visit  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  a  pleasant  one. 
In  the  South  the  greeting  of  ex-Confederates  who  participated  in 
many  of  our  camp-fires  was  exceedingly  agreeable  and  was  prelimi- 
nary to  the  devotion  to  country  and  flag  manifested  in  their  re- 
sponse to  the  call  of  the  President.  Words  fail  me  lo  express  my 
gratitude  for  the  attention  received  and  kindness  everywhere  ex- 
tended to  your  Commander-in-Chief  during  these  visitations.  In 
some  of  them  I  was  accompanied  by  the  Adjutant-General,  Quar- 
termaster-General, Inspector-General  Williams  and  Junior  Vice- 
Commander  Allen,  and  everywhere  citizens  and  soldiers  seemed  to 
be  anxious  to  do  honor  to  the  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  One  feature,  however,  which  could  not  but  impress  me 
is  the  fact  that  the  color  line  still  exists.  There  are  many  colored 
soldiers  in  some  of  the  Departments  laboring  under  great  disadvan- 
tage. The  race  prejudice  remains  and  the  chasm  seems  to  be 
widening,  which  it  seems  impossible  to  overcome  and  for  which  I 
can  only  express  my  extreme  regret.  What  the  remedy  is,  if  any, 
I  am  unable  to  suggest,  notwithstanding  serious  thoughts  in  con- 
nection with  it.  Throughout  the  greater  portion  of  the  Southern 
States  I  was  accompanied  by  Comrade  I.  F.  Mack,  Past  Depart- 
ment Commander  of  Ohio. 
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The  National  Encampment  at  its  last  session  approved  of  a 
number  of  projects  requiring  the  action  of  Congress.  One  for  the 
erection  of  a  soldiers'  home  at  Oklahoma,  the  purchase  of  well- 
known  battle-fields  for  the  erection  of  national  parks,  and  the  ac- 
quirement of  Castle  Pinckney  Island  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston, 
S.  C,  for  a  sanitarium,  and  others  each  directed  the  Commander- 
in-chief  to  use  all  proper  means  to  advance  these  several  projects 
and  secure  appropriations  from  the  National  Government  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  ends.  It  was  apparent  upon  reflection  that  the 
multitude  of  these  projects  would  interfere  seriously  with  the  suc- 
cess of  any  one  of  them,  as  we  could  not  with  fairness  expect  all 
of  them  to  meet  with  favor  and  appropriations ;  and  as  each  had 
its  supporters  the  question  naturally  arose  as  to  the  selection  of  the 
ones  to  be  favored  especially.  The  State  of  -South  Carolina  ac- 
cepted the  action  of  the  Grand  Encampment  as  a  means  to  the 
end,  and  ceded  jurisdiction  of  CaStle  Pinckney  Island  for  the  pur- 
pose named.  At  the  invitation  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Kauffman,  the 
projector,  I  visited  Charleston  to  examine  the  site  of  the  proposed 
sanitarium,  and  was  given  a  cordial  reception  by  the  citizens.  I 
visited  the  locality  named  and  conferred  with  numerous  citizens  of 
that  State  in  relation  to  it.  Desirous  of  forwarding  the  measures 
approved  by  the  Encampment,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  making  an  appropriation,  but  it  was 
never  reported  by  the  committee  to  which  it  was  assigned. 

By  the  terms  of  a  resolution  adopted,  the  Commander-in  Chief 
was  made  chairman  of  a  committee  named  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Vicksburg  battlefield  and  its  erection  into  a  national  park.  After 
conferring  with  the  secretary  of  the  committee,  Captain  W.  T. 
Rigby,  a  meeting  was  arranged  in  Washington  and  a  conference 
had  with  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  Committee  on  Rules.  From  the  former,  satisfactory  assurances 
were  received  that  the  bill  would  be  reported  from  the  committee 
if  the  Committee  on  Rules  would  present  the  opportunity.  The 
committee  was  unable  to  get  any  satisfactory  assurances  from  the 
Committee  on  Rules  and  this  bill  also  fell  by  the  wayside.  I 
appointed  the  committee  to  take  up  the  subject  of  making  the 
battlefield  of  Fredricksburg  and  vicinity  a  national  park.  At  a 
meeting  of  a  portion  of  them,  we  went  over  the  plans  and  prepared 
a  bill  to  present  to  Congress  for  the  necessary  authority  and  an 
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appropriation.  Although  earnestly  supported  it  failed  of  favorable 
recognition  and  it  too  remained  in  the  pigeon  holes  of  the  com- 
mittee. Convinced  by  this  experience  that  none  of  the  other 
matters^  acted  upon  could  be  successful,  no  effort  in  their  behalf 
was  made. 

In  pursuance  to  your  resolution  favoring  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  of  the  National  Home  for  disabled  soldiers  at  Council 
Grove,  Oklahoma,  it  was  presented  to  General  William  B.  Frank- 
lin, president  of  the  board  of  managers  of  National  Homes  for  dis- 
abled volunteer  soldiers  as  directed,  but  his  reply  was  that  our 
resolution  was  received  and  filed,  with  the  statement  that  "the 
Board  had  no  authority  under  the  law  to  locate  or  establish  branch 
Homes."  The  Encampment  evidently  overlooked  the  fact  that 
the  authority  of  the  Board  was  limited  in  taking  action  in  this 
matter. 

A  very  important  measure  affecting  the  old  soldier  and  sailor 
passed  the  Senate  April  26,  1898.  It  was  known  as  Senate  Bill  No. 
3256,  and  was  designed  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  veterans  to  realize 
the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  Congress  giving  them  a  preference  in 
public  employment  to  which  they  were  entitled.  It  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Civil  Service  Reform  of  the  House,  and  after 
being  amended  there  was  reported  favorably  June  19,  1898,  and 
placed  on  the  House  Calendar  to  No.  230.  Unanimous  consent 
was  asked  for  its  passage  on  July  7,  1898,  but  a  Congressman  from 
Virginia  objected  and  it  failed  of  passage.  It  was  a  meritorious 
measure,  and  in  appearing  before  the  committee  with  Comrade 
Kay  of  New  York  in  its  interest,  received  reasonable  assurance  that 
it  would  become  a  law.  Much  to  our  regret  and  under  the  circum- 
•  stances  stated,  it  failed. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  necessity  for  a  change  in  the 
ritual  rendered  so  by  the  peculiar  condition  which,  for  a  period, 
surrounded  us.  Referring  to  the  chaplain's  prayer,  giving  thanks 
to  Almighty  God  for  the  peace  that  prevails  was  greatly  out  of 
place  about  Memorial  Day  of  this  year.  The  location  of  Posts  o 
the  Grand  Army  throughout  the  Southern  States  renders  somewha 
incongruous  that  portion  of  Item  4  in  the  Commander's  address 
where  reference  is  made  to  our  Northern  homes,  etc.  So  many  of 
our  comrades  have  homes  all  over  the  South  that  it  would  seem 
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preferable  to  remove  from  the  ritual  and  burial  service  a  language 
that  cannot  be  used  equally  well  and  be  appropriate  in  all  sections 
of  the  country. 

The  pension  question  has  engrossed  the  attention  of  the  entire 
Grand  Army  during  the  year  as  never  before.  Prior  to  the  assem- 
bling of  the  last  Congress  there  seemed  to  be  a  concerted  attack 
upon  the  pensioner,  and  among  many  of  the  old  soldiers  the  im- 
pression prevailed  that  it  did  not  originate  in  the  camps  of  our 
enemies.  At  all  events  the  newspaper  attacks  contained  statements, 
many  of  them  distorted  and  misleading,  but  apparently  unauthori- 
tive,  which  left  the  pensioners  as  a  class  in  an  unenviable  light. 
That  these  attacks  were  unfair  and  made  for  a  specific  purpose, 
seemed  to  be  evident,  and  their  object  was  presumably  to  prevent 
any  increase  in  the  appropriation  for  pensions  during  the  incoming 
Congress  over  that  of  the  preceding  year.  This  thought  also 
seemed  to  be  followed  in  the  granting  of  pensions,  or  at  least  was 
looked  upon  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  the  delay  in  adjudicating 
claims,  although  there  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number 
granted.  The  proposition  to  publish  a  list  of  pensioners  placed  the 
Grand  Army  in  a  peculiar  position.  No  man  believed  there  was 
any  necessity  for  it,  and  that  it  could  produce  any  possible  good, 
or  that  there  were  any  considerable  number  of  fraudulent  pension- 
ers on  the  roll.  On  the  other  hand,  the  opposition  of  the  Grand 
Army  to  the  publication  would  at  once  be  seized  upon  and  taken 
advantage  of  by  the  pension  opponents  as  evidence  of  our  know- 
ledge of  fraud  and  a  disposition  to  conceal  it.  Our  only  recourse 
was  to  suffer  in  silence  or  with  simple  indignant  denials,  and  look 
to  the  future  for  vindication.  I  therefore,  after  consultation,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  comrades  to  take  the  matter  up  in  all  its 
details  and  prepare  a  report  upon  them.  I  also  propounded  a  num- 
ber of  questions  covering  every  possible  condition  which  could 
affect  the  pension  system,  and  the  answers  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  I  submitted  to  this  committee.  They  will  doubtless 
fully  report  upon  them.  It  is  evident  that  much  of  the  pension 
agitation  and,  in  fact,  the  complained  of  unfairness  arises  from  the 
special  acts  granting  pensions  to  individuals  outside  of  the  general 
laws,  for  which  the  Grand  Army  is  in  no  way  responsible.  All  that 
the  old  soldier  demands  is  that  the  existing  pension  laws  be  admin- 
istered with  justice  and  liberality  in  accordance  with  the  intention 
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of  the  laws  when  enacted,  and  which  were  to  provide  for  the  sol- 
dier and  relieve  his  necessities  to  the  full  extent  to  which  he  is  en- 
titled. This  is  due  him  and  this  there  should  be  no  cavil  or  ques- 
tion about  his  receiving.  What  the  future  may  do  for  him  is  not 
under  consideration.  It  is  a  present  condition  alone  that  confronts 
us.  I  append  herewith  a  statement  as  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  rolls  and  also  the  amount  of  work  in  the  Pension  Office  during 
the  last  year  as  forwarded  me  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 

Dear  Sir:—!  hand  you  herewith  some  figures  showing  the  growth 
or  increase  in  the  amount  of  all  mail  handled  in  this  Bureau,  viz.  . 

Received  1896  1897  1898 

>nal  Calls    . 

Inquiry    .   . 

Letters,  Miscellaneous 


Congressional  Calls ,        95,509  '37,86i  199.718 

Letters  of  Inquiry '      512,113  566.115  558,391 


Total  pieces  of  Mail  handled 
received  and  sent 


192,161  137,800  495,927 

2,162,581        5,056,768        6.566,967 


Your  attention  is  invited  to  these  few  figures.  They  will  appear  in 
the  Annual  Report  with  many  others  that  may  interest  you. 

There  were  2,054,048  letters  sent  out  (not  including  cards)  during 
the  year — one-third  more  than  the  previous  year  (1897—1,542,101).  An 
effort  has  been  made  to  have  all  letters  promptly  answered. 

Number  of  pensioners  on  Agency  rolls  June  30,  1897  ....         976,014 
Originals  granted  included  in  report  not  on  rolls    ....  6,852 
Restorations  granted  included  in  report  not  on  rolls  .   .   .     762        7,614 

Originals  granted  in  1898 52,643 

Restorations  granted  in  1898 4,089       56,737 

Total 1,040,365 

Dropped  in  1898 : 

By  deaths 33.694 

*•  re-marriage ',369 

**  expiration  minority 2,121 

"  failure  to  claim 3,031 

*' other  causes 6,436      46,651 

On  rolls  June  30.  1898 993»7i4 

Net  increase  for  year 17,700 

Pensions— Army  and  Navy— paid  in  1898 |i44,65 1,879-80 

Fees  paid  Examining  Surgeons 1894,24908 

Agencies — Salaries  and  Expenses 556,629.64 

Bureau— Salaries  and  per  Diem 3,182,982.34 

4,613,861.26 


Total 1149,265,741.05 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  CLAY  EVANS,  Commissioner, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  57 

Memorial  Day  was  celebrated  throughout  the  Nation  with 
more  than  usual  enthusiasm  and  interest.  War  with  a  foreign  na- 
tion having  been  declared,  the  Nation  realized,  as  it  never,  perhaps, 
had  before,  the  value  of  the  services  of  the  old  soldier  of  the 
Union,  and  therefore  the  orations  delivered  teemed  with  the  highest 
order  of  patriotic  fervor,  and  comrades  vied  with  each  othep  in 
bringing  to  the  graves  of  our  comrades  the  brightest  testimonials  of 
their  admiration  and  devotion.  It  was  my  privilege  to  review  the 
Grand  Army  Posts  of  the  City  of  New  York  in  the  morning.  In 
the  afternoon  I  witnessed  the  ceremonies  at  the  tomb  of  our  Great 
Commander  Grant.  In  the  evening  I  participated  in  the  services 
of  Zook  Post  No.  II,  of  Norristown,  Pa.,  and  was  thus  enabled  in 
two  States  to  witness  the  desire  of  the  citizens  everywhere  to  join 
us  in  doing  honor  to  our  dead.  The  contributions  for  flags  for 
Southern  cemeteries  were  more  than  ample  to  meet  all  the  demands, 
and  comrades  in  those  sections  properly  and  faithfully  performed 
the  duty  of  placing  them  on  the  graves.  The  contributions  were 
largely  from  the  auxiliary  society,  principally  from  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps,  to  whom  the  due  credit  must  be  given  for  their 
interest  in  this  devotional  work. 

Patriotic  teachings  in  the  public  schools  have  progressed  favor- 
ably. Military  drill  having  been  added,  it  has  made  it  a  remark- 
ably popular  feature  in  many  of  the  public  schools  of  the  land. 
Accompanied  by  Commander  Shaw  and  other  comrades  and 
officials  of  the  State  and  City  of  New  York,  I  visited  a  number  of 
the  public  schools  of  that  great  city,  and  was  impressed  with  the 
pronounced  success  which  has  resulted  from  the  work  done  in  their 
schools.  Teachers  and  scholars  seem  to  fully  appreciate  the  great 
desirability  of  perfection,  and  have  made  wonderful  advances  in 
that  direction.  It  was  an  occasion  of  great  pleasure  and  safisfac- 
tion,  and  every  incident  connected  with  it  appealed  to  the  heart  of 
the  old  soldier,  and  made  it  bum  with  the  strong  desire  to  have 
this  work  continued  until  it  reaches  every  school  m  the  land. 

The  one  difficulty  of  the  year,  to  which  I  refer  with  great  re- 
gret, has  been  in  the  Department  of  Massachusetts.  The  proceed- 
ings of  a  Court  of  Inquiry  before  the  Council  of  Administration  of 
that  Department,  upon  charges  preferred  against  Fletcher  Webster 
Post  No.  13,  of  Brockton,  was  received  by  me  some  time  in  January. 
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The  finding  was  that  the  Post  should  be  disbanded,  and  this  find- 
ing had  been  approved  by  the  Department  Commander.  It  re- 
mained for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  approve  or  disapprove  of 
this  proceeding.  Prior  to  the  receipt  of  the  record,  I  had  received 
numerous  letters  and  newspaper  publications  bearing  upon  this  sub- 
ject, many  of  which,  particularly  the  latter,  were  extremely  bitter, 
and  disclosed  the  total  absence  of  that  fraternal  feeling  which  you 
would  suppose  would  animate  Grand  Army  men.  There  seemed 
to  be  among  some  of  them,  at  least,  a  pride  in  expressing  their  in- 
subordination and  contempt  for  State  and  National  officials,  or 
authority  in  the  organization.  The  proceedings  of  the  Post  meet- 
ings were  published  regularly  as  matter  of  news,  apparently,  in 
the  papers  of  the  day,  and  all  its  doings  seemed  to  be  regarded  as 
public  property  before  it  reached  my  hands.  These  publications 
were  carried  to  the  extent  of  a  false  communication  b^ing  pub- 
lished, with  my  name  attached  as  Commander-in-Chief,  purporting 
to  be  my  action  upon  the  proceeding,  and  was  forwarded  to  me 
as  appearing  in  what  they  called  a  Grand  Army  paper.  I  gave 
the  matter  thorough  consideration,  and,  realizing  the  extraordinary 
condition  of  affairs  prevailing  there,  before  acting  upon  the  record, 
directed  Inspector  General  Williams  to  visit  the  Post  and  person- 
ally represent  to  them  the  situation  in  which  they  were  placed  and 
the  inevitable  result  which  must  follow  the  line  of  action  they  were 
pursuing.  He  was  further  directed  to  arrange  with  them  such  acts 
of  concession  and  fairness,  as  in  my  judgment,  would  not  have 
affected  their  position  in  the  least,  but  would  have  enabled  me  to 
effect  an  adjustment  of  all  the  difficulties  then  pending.  The  re- 
port of  the  Inspector-General  convinced  me  that  I  had  but  one 
alternative,  and  that  was  to  pass  upon  the  papers  as  presented  to 
me,  solely  in  the  light  of  what  they  presented  under  the  law  as  I 
believed  it  to  be.  This  required,  upon  my  part,  an  approval  of  the 
proceedings,  and  an  order  was  issued  to  that  effect.  This  seemed 
to  be  what  the  Post  desired,  as,  from  the  published  proceedings  at 
which  the  order  was  received,  I  learned  that  a  jubilation  meeting 
occurred  at  which  one  comrade,  whose  name  appeared,  executed  a 
skirt  dance,  I  received  a  copy  of  the  paper  with  his  name  upon 
the  margin.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  subsequent  efforts  were 
made  to  induce  a  re-consideration  of  this  action,  and  various  peti- 
tions have  been  presented  and  interviews  held,  but  viewing  the  law 
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as  I  did,  and  my  duties  as  I  beheld  them,  I  have  refrained  from 
taking  any  further  action.  A  recent  petition  which  claimed  to  be 
an  appeal  was  received  by  me  asking  for  its  presentation  to  the 
National  Encampment,  and  which  you  will  probably  have  before 
you.  It  was,  however,  to  me  a  matter  of  great  surprise  as  well  as 
regret,  that  in  a  Grand  Army  Post,  at  this  period  of  our  life,  there 
should  have  been  any  cause  for  such  disciplining.  When,  as  our 
lives  are  shortening  and  the  shadows  lengthening,  our  very  exist- 
ence a  matter  of  but  a  few  short  years,  our  hearts  should  be  knitted 
closer  together  in  the  fraternal  union  upon  which  our  entire  organ- 
ization is  based. 

I  have  received  from  eminent  soldiers  and  citizens  an  applica- 
tion to  again  present  to  the  Encampment  the  case  of  William  T. 
Seward,  whose  eligibility  for  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  is  in  question.  This  case  is  peculiar  and  is  probably 
the  only  one  of  the  kind  ever  before  us  for  consideration.  To 
present  it  fairly  I  repeat  the  facts  in  the  case  even  though  liable  to 
be  accused  of  reviving  what  has  already  been  passed  upon  by  this 
National  Encampment.  It  seems  that  Mr.  Seward  being  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father  in  Georgetown,  S.  C,  enlisted  during  the 
winter  of  '58  and  '59  in  a  militia  company  of  that  State.  On  the 
i8th  of  January,  1861,  one-half  of  that  company,  including  Mr. 
Seward,  were  assigned  to  garrison  a  sand  fort  at  the  mouth  of  Win- 
yah  Bay.  This  service  lasted  off  and  on  until  after  the  firing  upon 
Fort  Sumter.  Probably  a  week  later,  he  and  his  father  abandoned 
all  their  property  in  Georgetown,  S.  C,  valued  at  ^15,000  and  fled 
to  the  Northern  States.  Not  long  after  Mr.  Seward  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army,  serving  nearly  four  years,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. Therefore  the  question  arises.  Has  he  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States  ?  Comrade  Joseph  R.  Hawley,  in  a  letter  which 
I  submit,  says  that  '*  I  have  not  a  shadow  of  a  doubt  of  his  right  to 
become  a  member,**  and  other  comrades  seem  to  be  equally  posi- 
tive. I  have  therefore  committed  the  matter  again  to  this  Encamp- 
ment, believing  that  you  will  do  justice  to  him  to  the  fullest  extent, 
without  violating  the  rules  of  the  Grand  Army. 

The  question  of  the  suspension  of  comrades  for  the  non-pay- 
ment of  dues  still  prevails,  and  it  is  most  diflicult  to  legislate  in  a 
manner  that  will  do  justice  to  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  their 
dues  without  doing  great  injustice  to  the  Posts  in  the  cases  of  those 
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who  can  afford  to  pay  them,  but  simply  neglect  to  do  so.  I  have 
received  many  communications  upon  this  subject,  some  applying 
their  arguments  to  their  own  Posts  and  others  of  a  general  charac- 
ter. My  observation  is,  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  men  who 
are  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  are  as  fully  able  to  pay  as 
a  large  number  of  those  who  remain  and  continue  to  pay.  There- 
fore, the  criticisms  of  many  of  the  comrades  are  unfair ;  while  all 
sympathize  with  the  comrades  unable  to  pay,  there  can  be  no  feel- 
ing of  that  character  for  the  comrade  who  is  able  to  pay  and  ne- 
glects to  do  so.  My  own  impression  is  that  this  matter  must  neces- 
sarily be  left  to  the  individual  Post. 

Now,  comrades,  with  this  presentation  of  such  of  my  official 
acts  as  I  deem  it  necessary  to  present  to  you,  I  again  desire  to  ex- 
press to  you  my  thanks  earnestly  and  sincerily  for  the  numerous 
and  unvaried  acts  of  kindness  of  which  I  have  been  the  recipient. 
The  membership  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  rendered 
me  every  assistance  since  doing  me  the  honor  of  placing  me  at  the 
head  of  their  organization,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  fulfill  the 
duties  thereof  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  No  one  realizes  more 
fully  than  I  do  how  much  better  it  could  have  been  done,  and  in 
looking  over  the  events  of  the  year  I  can  recall  much  that  I  would 
like  to  have  accomplished,  but  I  am  unconscious  of  any  act  com- 
mitted which  I  to-day  regret.  I  return  to  the  ranks  and  hope  to 
work  therein  during  the  remainder  of  my  life.  I  confide  to  you 
again  the  important  duty  yet  to  be  accomplished  in  this  organiza- 
tion. It  is  rapidly  marching  to  the  sunset,  and  ere  many  years  it 
will  be  but  a  memory — but  such  a  memory  of  brave  men  united 
for  love  of  country  and  devoted  to  their  fellow-man  as  will  fill  his- 
tory's page  for  succeeding  generations  with  a  record  that  is  im- 
perishable. With  our  life's  work  almost  completed  we  can  lay  aside 
the  mantle  which  we  have  worn  with  the  assurance  that  as  soldiers 
and  citizens  we  have  been  true  to  our  faith,  devoted  to  our  country 
and  flag,  and  confident  in  the  ability  of  the  American  people  to 
govern  themselves  and  defy  the  world.  As  we  behold  the  Nation 
that  we  preserved  as  a  Union  of  all  the  States,  facing  new  problems, 
confronted  with  new  possibilities,  let  us  unite  with  all  the  ardour 
and  zeal  which  we  brought  with  us  from  Appomattox  in  every  effort 
to  sustain  the  authorities,  uphold  the  flag,  and  advance  the  govern- 
ment of  the  people. 
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Report  of  the  Senior  Vice-Co mmander-in-Chief. 


Office  of  the  Senior  Vice-Comm\nder-in-Chief, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  9,  1898. 
Thos.  J.  Stewart, 

Adjutant  General : 
Dear  Sir  and  Comrade  : 

Following  custom  rather  than  actual  requirement,  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations,  I  submit  through  you  a  brief  report  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  the  National  Encampment. 

The  honorable  position  of  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief 
is  not  one  involving  specially  onerous  service  upon  its  fortunate 
incumbent,  except  that  he  holds  himself  in  readiness  at  all  times,  is 
called  upon  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  or  otherwise,  for  active 
duty. 

I  have  visited  quite  a  number  of  Posts,  attended  camp  fires, 
and  other  gatherings,  and  I  am  pleased  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
fact,  that,  there  is  no  **  fraternity  "  so  universal  and  responsive  as 
the  comradeship  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

September  22nd,  1897,  in  company  with  comrades  from 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Cincinnati,  O.,  and  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  in  re- 
sponse to  an  invitation  from  the  commanding  officer,  that  grand 
and  beautiful  U.  S.  Army  Post,  Fort  Thomas,  Ky.,  where  the  gal- 
lant and  brave  6th  U.  S.  Infantry  was  quartered,  was  visited. 

Our  delegation  was  right  royally  received  and  entertained  by 
the  field  and  line  officers  of  the  Sixth.  The  Colonel,  Melville  A. 
Cochran  in  command,  and  Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Egbert,  being  eligible, 
applied  for  membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Commander  Anselm  J. 
Smith,  Post  9,  Department  of  New  York,  with  the  Comrades 
present,  convened  a  special  Post  meeting,  and  applied  to  me  for  a 
dispensation  to  muster  the  applicants  into  Bidwell-VVilkeson  Post, 
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No.  9,  Department  of  New  York,  which  was  granted  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  which  action  was  duly 
approved  October,  14th,  1897,  thereby  adding  to  our  membership, 
comrades  who  have  recently  at  their  Country's  call,  again  distin- 
guished themselves  on  the  field  of  battle,  in  the  charge  up  San 
Juan  Hill  at  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

It  was  my  pleasure  on  August  8th,  to  accompany  Post  2,  De- 
partment of  New  York,  under  command  of  C.  A.  Orr,  on  invita- 
tion received  from  W.  W.  Cooke,  Post  No.  472,  located  at 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  to  invade  the  Dominion  of  her  Majesty  Queen 
Victoria,  bearing  their  old  battle  flags  and  side  arms,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  part  in  the  ceremonies  attending  the  unveiling  of  a 
monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  British  soldiers  buried  at 
Hamilton,  Canada. 

A  number  of  veterans  from  other  Posts  of  Buffalo  and  from 
adjoining  towns,  with  thirty  or  more  members  of  Chapin  Post 
Woman's  Relief  Corps,  headed  by  Mrs.  Susan  E.  Atkins,  Senior 
Vice- Commander  of  the  National  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  which 
with  the  74th  Regt.  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.  Band,  all  under  the  direct 
auspices  of  Post  2,  swelled  the  invading  army  to  over  600  in 
number.  The  cheers  which  greeted  the  comrades  on  arrival,  and 
the  reception  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Hamilton,  was  but 
another  illustration  of  the  recent  drawing  together  in  sympathy 
and  feeling,  of  the  two  great  English  speaking  Nations. 

Owing  to  excessive  rain  the  ceremonies  at  the  monument  were 
adjourned  to  the  spacious  armory  of  the  13th  Regiment  of  Ontario. 

Mayor  Colquhoun  in  his  address  extended  to  the  visitors  the 
freedom  of  the  city,  and  in  response  Comrade  Joseph  E.  Ewell,  of 
Post  2,  delivered  an  able  address  suitable  to  the  occasion. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.  C.  &  L., 

ALFRED  LYTH, 
Senior  Vice-  Command er-in-  Chief. 
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Report  of  the  Junior  Vice    Commander-in-Chief. 


Office  of  the  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Hartford,  Conn.,  July  6,  1898. 
THOMAS  J.  STEWART, 

Adjutant  General,  G,  A.  R, 

Comrade  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  my  official 
duties  for  the  current  year.  When  the  Thirty-first  National 
Encampment,  at  Buffalo,  so  signally  honored  the  Naval  Veterans 
by  the  selection  of  a  representative  of  that  branch  of  the  service 
for  the  office  of  Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief,  it  did  a  very 
graceful  act,  which  the  Naval  Veterans  of  the  Grand  Army  appreci- 
ated and  made  it  possible  during  this  year  of  great  Naval  operations 
when  that  branch  of  the  military  service  is  so  largely  in  the  public 
eye,  to  have  a  representative  in  the  National  Councils,  Encamp- 
ments and  Camp  Fires  to  legislate  for  the  needs  of  the  Comrades 
he  represents,  and  to  tell  the  story  of  what  the  sailor-boys  of  186 1-5 
accomplished. 

Being  honored  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  with  a  roving 
commission,  my  journeys  have  covered  thousands  of  miles,  and  as 
an  Officer  of  the  National  Encampment,  I  have  been  able  to  visit 
Posts  not  usually  honored  by  the  presence  of  a  National  Officer, 
and  received  everywhere  with  the  honors  accorded  the  position, 
and  treated  with  the  greatest  courtesy  and  kindness  and  made  to 
feel  the  strength  of  that  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty  which 
binds  us  together  as  Comrades.  It  has  been  a  great  privilege  to  do 
this  work  which  our  honored  Commander-in-Chief  directed.  My 
greatest  regret  on  account  of  its  magnificent  opportunities  is,  that 
one  more  competent,    could   not   have  been  selected.       I   hope 
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future  National  Encampments  will  carry  forward  the  good  work  so 
auspiciously  begun  at  Buffalo,  and  in  my  judgment,  they  will  make 
no  mistake  if  they  shall  hereafter  select  from  among  the  available 
comrades  at  least  one  National  Ofl&cer  whose  service  was  in  the 
Navy,  and  thus  give  practical  effect  to  the  sentiment  of  our  organi- 
nization,  the  equality  of  the  soldier  and  sailor. 

Thanking  headquarters  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration 
accorded  me  during  the  year,  and  regretting  that  an  official  relation 
so  pleasant  must  be  terminated,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Yours  very  truly  and  fraternally, 

FRANCIS  B.  ALLEN, 

Junior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief. 
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FRANK  C.  HRUNHR 

ChapIain-in-Chief 

KLL  TORRANCE 

Judge  Advocate 


FRANCIS  K.  ALLEN 
Junior  \'ice  Commandei-in-ChieJ 

ALFRED   LYTHE 

Senior  Vice  Commander- in-Clnef 

ALONZO  WILLLAMS 

Inspector-General 


DAVID  MAC  KAY 

Surgeon-General 

M.  A  GHERST 

Senior  Aid-de-Cainp 
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Report  of  the  Surgeon-General, 


Office  of  the  Surgeon-General, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Dallas,  Texas,  August  6,  1898. 

Thomas  J.  Stewart, 

Adjutant  General ^  G.  A.  R. 
Sir: 

In  accordance  with  General  Orders  No.  7,  Headquarters 
G.  A.  R.,  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  June  24,  1898, 
Sec.  IV,  no  reports  of  Departments  are  required  from  this  office 
for  current  year.  Those  to  hand,  only  fourteen  in  all,  will  be  duly 
turned  over  to  my  successor  to  be  embodied  in  his  report,  includ- 
ing eighteen  months — latter  half  of  1897  and  all  of  1898. 

The  Departments  that  have  reported  are :  Arizona,  Iowa, 
Michigan,  New  York,  New  Hampshire,  Minnesota,  Montana, 
North  Carolina,  Nebraska,  Potomac,  Rhode  Island,  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  Vermont,  West  Virginia. 

I  deem  it  useless  to  repeat  the  bewailings  of  my  predecessors 
upon  the  paucity  of  those  reports,  which,  if  made  correctly,  would 
redound  to  the  credit  of  our  order,  the  profit  of  many  members, 
and  be  of  inestimable  historic  value. 

I  would  suggest  as  a  means  of  having  this  important  duty  per- 
formed, the  adoption  of  some  system  of  discipline.  For  example  : 
Let  only  those  Posts  and  Departments  that  have  evinced  sufficient 
interest  in  the  order,  by  having  furnished  required  reports,  be 
allowed  representation  in  Department  and  National  Encampments 
respectively.  And  all  officers,  who  for  three  consecutive  terms, 
have  furnished  creditable  reports,  be  entitled  to  permanent  seats  in 
their  respective  encampments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fraternally  yours, 

DAVID  MACK  AY,  M.  D., 
Surgeon-General^  G.  A,  R. 
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Report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief. 


Office  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
3340  South  Paulina  Street,  Chicago,  August  16,  1898. 
Thomas  J.  Stewart, 

Adjutant  General,  G.  A,  R, 
Fellow  Comrade  : 

I  submit  here<«'ith  my  report.  I  deem  it  one  of  the  highest 
honors  of  my  life  having  been  unanimously  chosen  to  be  Chaplain- 
in-Chief  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  26,  1897,  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  During  the  year  I  have  tried  to  do  all  I  could  to 
encourage  the  old  Guard  of  the  Republic.  My  numerous  duties 
have  greatly  cut  down  my  opportunity  for  traveling  among  my 
comrades  which  I  had  in  my  program  for  the  spring  and  summer. 

The  war  between  Spain  and  America  having  been  declared  at 
this  time  broke  up  my  cherished  plans,  and  being  Chaplain  of  the 
Third  National  Guards  of  Illinois,  we  were  sworn  into  the  United 
States  service  and  sent  to  the  front  which  took  the  three  months 
that  were  to  be  used  to  make  our  report  more  complete. 

Whatever  of  good  may  accrue  from  my  report  I  owe  largely 
to  the  earnest  man  I  succeeded  who  was  indefatigable  in  his  work 
to  stir  up  the  interest  in  the  Grand  Army  throughout  the  country. 

I  regret  that  on  account  of  the  tardiness  of  many  of  the  De- 
partmemt  Chaplains  there  cannot  be  much  of  an  estimate  made  of 
the  growth  of  our  organization.  I  know  there  has  been  in  not  a 
few  of  the  Departments  a  handsome  development  in  mustering  new 
members,  prompt  payment  of  dues,  looking  after  needy  comrades. 
I  am  confident  no  such  devotion  to  Memorial  Day  exercises  has 
ever  come  under  our  observation  in  twenty  five  years.  Orations 
never  were  any  more  patriotic,  and  the  press  was  loaded  with  ex- 
tensive accounts  of  Memorial  Day  exercises. 
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The  mission  of  the  Grand  Army  is  varied.  Whilst  it  is  a  bul- 
wark of  patriotism  to  the  Republic,  it  may  still  have  higher  aims. 
Its  relation  to  the  common  school  system  had  a  paramount  signifi- 
cance in  moulding  the  race  into  a  more  sublime  civilization.  It  is 
as  natural  for  an  **  old  soldier"  to  gravitate  toward  the  **  little  red 
school  house"  as  it  is  ''  for  a  duck  to  take  to  water."  What  has 
dotted  the  Southland  so  thickly  with  school-buildings  ?  All  must 
concede  it  is  the  triumph  of  the  Old  Flag.  Where  once  could  be 
heard  the  crack  of  the  lash  of  the  overseer's  whip,  where  plodded 
the  weary  slave  to  and  from  the  cotton-fields,  freedom  came  and 
education  has  taken  root ;  and  no  characters  in  the  nation  have 
done  more  for  the  big  march  of  knowledge  over  long  lived  super- 
stition than  the  **man  with  musket"  led  on  by  "silent  man  on 
horseback."  No  path  so  distinct  lies  before  a  Chaplain-in-Chief  as 
to  become  a  kind  of  a  chanticleer,  to  be  omnipresent,  to  encourage 
all  that  these  brown  button  men  have  planted.  That  is  one  of  the 
chief  things  to  be  encouraged  in  National  Chaplains — big  parish. 
The  education  of  the  masses  is  the  work  of  these  brave  men,  who 
heard  the  song  of  the  Confederate  bullet  and  the  crash  of  the 
death-dealing  shell,  at  Shiloh,  Gettysburg  and  memorable  Chica- 
mauga.  The  Union  soldier  had  been  the  harbinger  in  the  declara- 
tion of  a  great  truth — the  brotherhood  of  man.  Brotherhood  is 
sky-born,  reaches  crystallization  through  the  march  of  human 
agency  now  more  thrilling  than  that  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  The  hand  of  God  is  upon  it.  It  is  the  mission  of  the 
Chaplain-in-Chief  to  advocate  this  boon  of  heaven  and  give  it 
incentive  that  it  may  outgrow  sectarianism  and  flow  to  all  the 
world.  The  field  of  a  Chaplain-in-Chief  is  too  great  for  him  to 
go  into  any  details.  Far  better  take  some  great  principle  which 
will  outlast  statistics  and  **  touch  all  mankind  with  the  mellow  love 
of  God,  which  makes  all  the  world  kin." 

The  Grand  Army  can  never  be  anything  but  a  distinct  order, 
but  one  thing  must  be  carefully  guarded,  and  that  is  contraction. 
Might  it  not  be  that  the  old  guard  of  Grant  may  have  served  its 
purpose  and  new  issues  might  prompt  new  departures.  The  war 
of  1898  has  started  a  revolution  that  has  well  nigh  annihilated 
sectional  lines.  The  Grand  Army  started  with  the  soldiers  of 
1776.  It  has  had  an  evolution,  and  181 2  is  another  division  ;  and 
then  1847  reveals  another  triumph,  and   1861  gives  us   the  most 
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distinguished  history,  and  finally  the  army  of  1898  brings  a  climax 
in  American  annals  which  means  more  than  any  past.  We  may 
be  on  the  eve  of  making  a  history  of  ourselves  in  a  Grand  Army 
which  will  **  include  the  boys  in  Blue  and  Gray."  I  firmly  be- 
lieve it  is  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day.  This  would  include  every 
army  under  the  Old  Flag  from  1776  to  1898. 

Such  a  condition  a  Chaplain-io-Chief  should  encourage  because 
it  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Son  of  God,  **Peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  toward  man."  Recently  the  Chaplain-in- 
Chief  was  at  a  banquet  where  there  was  assembled  from  both  armies 
of  the  old  war.  Gen.  Fred.  Grant,  the  son  of  the  distinguished 
soldier,  sat  at  the  head  of  the  table.  During  this  feast  a  toast  was 
given  voluntarily  by  a  Confederate  General,  who  said  :  **  Here  is 
to  the  distinguished  guest,  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  who  fought  and 
won  and  we  are  glad  of  it.  Such  an  army  was  never  mustered  as 
the  Union  Army  for  valor  and  triumph.'*  Such  sentiment  must 
have  a  good  hold  on  the  one  who  holds  the' office  of  Chaplain-in- 
Chief. 

I  would  suggest  less  compiling  imperfect  reports,  because 
only  an  approximation  can  be  reached  at  best.  The  organization 
is  so  colossal  that  without  numerous  assistants  the  detailism  of  a 
report  is  an  impossibility.  Let  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  confine 
himself  to  the  development  of  great  truths  incarnated  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  and  his  work  will  be  far  reaching.  May 
God's  richest  blessing  rest  on  you  all  and  at  the  final  roll  call,  may 
you  be  able  to  answer  here  to  the  great  Captain. 

Respectfully, 

FRANK  C.  BRUNER, 

Chaplain-in-  Chief, 
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Report  of  Adjutant  General. 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Office  of  the  Adjutant  General, 
Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  20,  1898 

J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Commander-in-Chief y  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic: 
Comrade  : 
In  compliance  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  business  transacted  by  this  office 
from  August  28,  1897,  to  date. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  total  membership  of  the  Order  in  good  standing,  June 

30,  1897,  was  7,106  Posts  with  319,456  members  ;  on  December 

31,  1897,  7,369  Posts  with  315,208  members;  on  June  30,  1898, 
7,213  Posts  with  305,603  members.  The  |?ains  and  losses  for  the 
official  year  are  as  follows  : 

RKCAPITULATION, 

Members  in  good  standing  June  30,  1897 319*456 

Gain  by  muster-in 10,940 

Gain  by  transfer 4i275 

Gain  by  re -in  statement 12,687 

Gain  from  delinquent  reports 4.55 ' 

Total  gain 32.453 

Aggregate 35I.909 

Loss  by  death 7*383 

Loss  by  honorable  discharge 1,190 

Loss  by  transfer 4,471 

Loss  by  suspension 25,033 
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Loss  by  dishonorable  discharge 165 

Loss  by  delinquent  reports 7f04i 

Loss  by  surrender  of  charter 1*023 

46,306 


Members  in  good  standing  June  30,  1898 305,603 

Members  remaining  suspended  June  30,  1898 36,668 

Total  borne  on  rolls 342,271 

r, 

V  "  Reports  received  from  Departments  show  that  $,610  members  were  dropped 

t'  from  rolls  having  been  previously  suspended." 

v^  Dropped  from  rolls  six  months  ending  December  31,  1897    .    .    4,792 

Dropped  from  rolls  six  months  ending  June  30,  1898 3,818 

Total  for  the  year 8,610 
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June  30,  1897.       Dbcbmbbr  31. 1897      June  30,  1898. 


DEPARTMENTS. 


Posts.   Members.     Posts.    Members.  I    Posts.    Members. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California  and  Nevada  .  . 
Colorado  and  Wyoming   . 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho  

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory    .... 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi 

Maine 

Maryland    .   .  ... 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire  .    .    .    .  j 

New  Jersey ' 

New  Mexico 

New  York i 

North  Dakota    .    . 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon | 

Pennsylvania 1 

Potomac I 

Rhode  Island | 

South  Dakota I 

Tennessee I 

Texas 1 

Utah , 

Vermont | 

Virginia  and  N.  Carolina  ; 
Washington  and  Alaska 
West  Virginia  .... 
Wisconsin 


13 

9 
76 

100 

16 
24 
15 
i6  ' 

577 
485 
8 
434 
403  I 


30 

165 

53 

212 

383 

173 

385 

18 

274 

92 

III 

9 

644 

20 

629 

45 

61 

606 

18 
26 

78 
82 

41 
5 

112 
56 
53 
57 

268 


219 

251 

1 148 

5198 

2550 

5773 

596 

434 

624 

351 

25054 

19184 

238 

15297 

13283 

3856 

i»55 

8288 

2945 
21617 

16038 
7669 

13815 
496 

7077 

4»77 

65^3 

158 

36218 

510 

30236 

1067 

1916 

34352 

2878 

2293 
2243 
2383 
819 
187 
4554 
'334 
1912 

1639 
10911 


'3 
8 

62  I 
108 

69  ! 
69 
19 
22 

17  ! 

17 

570  I 
482 

17  i 
434  I 
420  I 
194 

36  ' 
165  ■ 

53  : 
212 

385  i 

178 

394 

15  , 
274 

92 
III 

10  ! 

654 
29 

675 

65 

64 
606  , 

18 

26  I 
90  I 
81  I 

43  ! 
5  i 
112 

76 

57  ' 

267  t 


203 

13 

227 

7 

874 

53 

5355 

108 

2561 

62 

5695  1 

64 

642  ! 

'3 

398 

22 

57' 

18 

382  , 

'7 

24274  1 

570 

18484 

477 

424 

'7 

'5059 

437 

13272 

419 

4882 

160 

1284 

7886 

165 

2920 

55 

21099 

211 

1583' 

389 

7444 

172 

13612 

391 

454  ' 

15 

6491 

274 

4116 

91 

6381 

III 

'57 

10  , 

36517 

649 

609 

21 

30225 

675 

1340 

60 

1919 

59 

33'29  . 

593 

2814  1 

,   '« 

2224 

26 

2067 

80  , 

2268 

81 

876 

42 

200 

5 

4377 

III 

1170 

56 

2081 

59 

'579 

48 

10835  1 

259 

200 
220 

746 
5280 

2296 

536' 
470 

381 
586 
376 

23999 
I8I66 

364 

'3334 

13220 

4021 

1029 

7648 

2843 
20386 
15848 

7110 

'3317 

463 

6497 

4007 

6271 

157 

35568 

480 

29888 

1155 

1861 

32497 
2782 
2042 
1911 
2118 
790 
204 
4261 
1124 
2048 
1336 

10942 
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MEMBERSHIP  SINCE  I878. 
Members.  Members. 

1878 31.016  1889 397.974 

1879 44,752  1890. 409.489 

1880 60,634  1891 407,781 

1881 85,856  1892.  ^ 399.880 

1882 134,701  1893 397,223 

1883 215.446  1894 369,083 

1884 273,168  1895 357,639 

1885 294,787  1896 340,610 

1886 323.571  1897 319.456 

1887 355,9>6  1898 305,603 

1888 372,960 

LOSS  BY  DEATH 

Per  cenl. 

For  year  ending  March  31,  1886 3,020  0.93 

3»,  1887 3«4o6  0.95 

' 31,1888 4,433  1. 18 

**  "  June  30,  1889 4,696  1. 18 

'*     30,  1890 5.476  1.33 

"     30,  1891 5,965  146 

"  "  **     30,  1892 6,404  1. 61 

"     30,  1893 7,002  1.78 

'*     30,  1894 7.283  1.97 

"     30,1895 7,368  206 

"  "  "     30,  1896 7,293  2.21 

*'    30,  1897 7,5>5  2.35 

*'    30,  1898 7,383  2.41 

EXPENDED    IN   CHARITY. 

For  six  months  ending  Dec.  31,  1897 ;^9,234.4i 

'*         **  **       June  30,  1898 82,669.28 

Total  for  the  year 1^71,90369 

The  expense  of  conducting  the  Adjutant-General's  Department 
has  been  reduced  about  $3,000  during  the  past  year.  Of  this 
1 2, 000  represents  the  salary  formerly  paid  the  Adjutant-General. 
The  services  this  year  have  been  given  without  salary.  I  can  see 
no  good  reason  why  the  Headquarters  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  might   not  be   continued    in  Independence  Hall.     The 
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Headquarters  Records  are  there  and  are  being  added  to  largely 
every  year.  Space  and  rooms  for  storage  purposes  have  been 
given  without  any  charge  for  rental.  Room  for  Headquarters  can 
also  be  had  without  payment  of  rent.  Supplies  are  now  stored 
there  and  distributed  to  Departments  on  proper  requisition  by  the 
Custodian  of  Records  under  the  orders  of  the  Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral. It  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  Adjutant-General  to 
have  the  records  of  the  organization  easy  of  access.  In  the  admin- 
istration of  the  office  he  is  often  compelled  to  consult  them.  If 
the  supplies  are  distributed  by  the  Custodian  the  Quartermaster- 
General  has  then  only  to  receive  and  disburse  the  funds  and  can 
be  located  at  any  point.  He  receives  no  monies  except  through 
the  Adjutant  General's  office ;  •  makes  no  payment  except  upon 
orders  drawn  by  the  Adjutant-General,  approved  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. All  drafts,  checks  or  money  orders  are  required 
to  be  made  payable  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  forwarded  to  the 
Adjutant-General,  made  of  record  in  the  Adjutant-General's  Office 
and  transmitted.  Thus  one  office  is  a  check  upon  the  other  and 
facilitates  the  work  of  auditing  accounts. 

The  revenues  of  National  Headquarters  from  sale  of  supplies 
and  per  capita  tax  (which  are  the  only  scources  of  revenue)  are 
decreasing  yearly,  and  it  is  imperatively  necessary  that  the  expenses 
at  National  Headquarters  be  decreased,  or  the  per  capita  tax  in- 
creased. The  per  capita  tax  this  year  is  $346.33  less  than  last. 
The  decrease  will  be  greater  each  year.  To  increase  the  per  capita 
tax  imposes  an  additional  burden  upon  the  comrades.  This  is  not 
wise,  nor  is  it  necessary  at  this  time,  for  the  reason  that  expenses 
can  and  ought  to  be  reduced.  I  suggest  that  if  Headquarters  be 
continued  in  Independence  Hall,  a  clerk  and  stenographer  compe- 
tent to  do  the  work  of  the  Adjutant-General's  office  can  be  secured 
for  $500  per  year ;  $300  per  year  can  be  allowed  the  Quartermaster- 
General  for  necessary  clerk  hire ;  $300  should  be  added  to  the 
salary  of  the  Custodian  for  additional  labor  imposed;  this  makes 
a  total  of  1 1, 100,  to  which  may  be  added  such  salary  as  the  En- 
campment or  the  Council  of  Administration  may  determine  for  the 
Adjutant  General  and  the  Quartermaster  General. 

The  expenses  per  year,  in  part,  for  the  administration  of  these 
two  offices  have  been  heretofore:    Salaries  $3,200,  Stenographer 
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^600,  Rent  of  Headquarters  $300,  Expert  Accountant  $100.  Total 
^4,200.     This  can  be  reduced  at  least  $1,500  per  year. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  Adjutant  General,  if  not  the  Quar- 
termaster General,  should  be  at  the  home  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief.  This  is  not  absolutely  necessary.  The  Quartermaster 
General  has  been  but  rarely  located  at  Headquarters.  Should  the 
Commander-in-Chief  desire  to  confer  the  honor  of  Adjutant  General- 
ship upon  some  comrade  who  cannot,  under  an  arrangement  of 
permanent  Headquarters,  give  personal  supervision  to  the  daily 
routine  of  the  office,  a  competent  comrade  can  no  doubt  be  secured 
to  act  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  who  will,  for  slight  compen- 
sation, give  proper  attention  and  direction  to  the  routine  work  of 
the  office. 

The  question  of  reports  demands  attention.  In  many  cases 
reports  are  grossly  erroneous,  incomplete  and  misleading.  Much 
information  is  asked  for  that  seems  to  be  valueless.  Some  Depart- 
ments compile  reports  with  great  care,  and  expend  much  time  and 
labor  thereon,  while  others,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  larger  De- 
partments, pay  no  attention  whatever  to  the  requirements  of  the 
form.  If  some  Departments  will  not  do  this  work,  why  require  it 
from  others  ?  If  compiled  and  published  as  received,  and  the 
results  thereof  applied  to  the  organization  as  a  whole,  then  the 
application  is  not  correct,  and  the  information  or  the  statistics  given 
are  entirely  unreliable  and  misleading.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
the  blanks  used  by  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Assistant 
Quartermaster  General.  Efforts  have  been  made  in  the  past  to 
simplify  these  forms,  and  with  success,  but  there  is  still  room  for 
improvement.  One  of  the  problems  appears  to  be  the  proper  dis- 
position of  the  membership  of  delinquent  Posts.  It  is  customary 
to  account  for  the  membership  of  a  Post  not  reporting  to  Depart- 
ment Headquarters  on  time  as  a  loss.  It  is  not  a  loss  ;  the  Post  is 
not  suspended,  the  comrades  are  in  good  standing  until  sus- 
pended by  a  vote  of  the  Post.  Report  blanks  can  be  simplified 
very  much,  labor  imposed  upon  Post  and  Department  officers 
decreased,  and  reports  made  much  more  valuable  than  at  present. 
Moreover,  a  saving  in  printing  can  be  made  and  the  useless  accu- 
mulation of  valueless  records  avoided.  I  recommend,  therefore, 
that  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  appoint  a  committee  of  five 
comrades,  to  whom  this  subject  shall  be  referred,  with  authority  to 
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submit  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  such  changes  as  they  may  deem 
proper,  and  which,  if  approved  by  him,  shall  be  put  in  force 
immediately  upon  approval.  I  do  not  believe  it  would  be  wise  to 
change  from  semi-annual  to  annual  reports,  as  suggested  by  some 
officers  and  comrades.  It  takes  a  little  more  work  to  make  semi- 
annual reports  instead  of  annual,  but  what  we  need  now  is  to  keep 
comrades  in  touch  with  the  Post,  the  Post  with  the  Department 
Headquarters,  and  they  in  turn  with  General  Headquarters.  It  is 
a  good  thing  for  the  organization  to  be  active,  doing  something,  a 
good  thing  for  a  Post  to  hear  from  Department  Headquarters 
occasionally. 

For  years  my  predecessors  have  seen  the  wisdom  of  retaining 
in  position  competent  Assistant  Adjutants  General  and  Assistant 
Quartermasters  General.  Most  of  the  larger  Departments  have 
permanent  headquarters  and  retain  the  Executive  Officers  from 
year  to  year,  and  these  Departments  experience  but  little  trouble  in 
securing  reports  from  Posts,  or  in  making  reports  to  National 
Headquarters. 

It  requires  special  aptitude  for  the  work  and  long  experience 
to  keep  Posts  active  and  interested  and  Departments  in  good  con- 
dition. In  two  instances,  the  delay  in  receiving  reports  at  these 
Headquarters,  was  attributed  by  Department  Commanders,  to  the 
**  inexperience  and  inefficiency**  of  the  comrades  they  had  ap- 
pointed to  the  positions  above  named.  The  necessity  of  having 
Department  Headquarters  affairs  administered  efficiently  is  increas- 
ing each  year.  Many  of  the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  are  becoming  reduced  in  membership,  the  infirmities  of 
age  render  comrades,  in  many  instances,  less  enthusiastic,  meetings 
of  the  Post  become  less  interesting,  comrades  are  soon  suspended 
and  the  Posts  become  delinquent.  An  Adjutant  General,  who  has 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Department,  would  be  entirely 
familiar  with  the  conditions  and  surroundings  of  the  various  Posts, 
and  by  a  well  directed  effort  could  keep  both  Post  officers  and  com- 
rades active  and  interested. 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Thirty-first  National  Encamp- 
ment reading  as  follows :  Resolved^  That  the  journals  of  the 
National  Encampment,  with  the  General   Orders,  for  each  year. 
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shall  be  re-published,  provided  a  sufficient  number  of  subscribers 
can  be  had  to  defray  the  actual  cost,  and  for  this  purpose  the 
Commander-in-Chief  shall,  in  General  Orders,  state  the  purpose 
and  invite  subscriptions  through  the  representatives  of  the  Depart- 
ments, was  published  in  General  Orders  No.  5.  The  plan  to  be 
pursued  was  also  published.  The  Department  Commanders  in 
their  respective  Departments  were  charged  with  the  duty  of  pre- 
senting the  information  to  Public  Libraries,  in  order  that  opportu- 
nity might  be  given  them  to  subscribe.  The  Adjutant-General 
received  three  subscriptions  from  Posts,  four  from  individual 
comrades  and  three  from  Public  Libraries.  The  subscriptions  were 
so  meagre  that  no  further  action  was  taken. 

On  February  loth,  1898,  by  the  orders  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  I  communicated  with  the  Department  Commanders  request- 
ing their  assistance  in  securing  statistical  information  as  to  the 
number  of  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  War 
for  the  Suppression  of  the  Rebellion  who  were  insane,  and  confined 
in  the  County  Homes,  Almshouses,  or  being  cared  for  by  families 
or  friends.  The  information  asked  for  was  intended  to  be  used  if 
the  conditions  warranted,  in  bringing  to  the  attention  of  Congress 
the  subject  of  the  erection,  by  the  Government,  of  a  hospital  for 
the  care  and  treatment  of  surviving  soldiers  of  the  War  for  the 
Suppression  of  the  Rebellion,  who  are  suffering  from  insanity. 
Responses  were  received  from  eight  Departments.  Under  date  of 
March  3rd,  the  Department  Commander  of  the  Department  of  the 
Potomac,  stated  that  he  had  been  furnished  by  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Government  Hospital  for  the  Insane  "a  list  of  the  names 
and  Military  Organizations  of  456  who  are  now  under  treatment  in 
that  institution."  The  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Utah 
stated  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  Insane  Asylum  reported  *'  No 
veteran  soldiers  or  sailors  at  present  in  the  Asylum."  The  De- 
partment of  Wisconsin  reported  **  about  100  being  cared  for  in 
County  Asylums,  State  Hospitals  and  Private  Asylums  in  the  State. 
The  Department  Commander  of  Indiana  reported  28  individual 
cases  reported  by  Posts  of  the  Department,  60  in  the  Central  In- 
sane Hospital,  19  in  the  Eastern  Indiana  Hospital  and  23  in  the 
Southern  Indiana  Hospital.  Post  No.  307,  Department  of  New 
York,  reports  one  confined  on  Ward's  Island,  New  York.  The 
Department  Commander  of  Colorado  submitted  a  list  of  23  names 
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sent  him  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Colorado  State  Insane 
Asylum.  The  Department  Commander  of  Connecticut,  "I  do 
not  know  of  any  insane  comrade  confined  in  any  of  the  County 
Almshouses  of  this  State,  and  do  not  believe  any  such  case  exists.*' 

It  might  be  well  to  pursue  this  inquiry  further,  and  at  least  get 
rejports  from  more  of  the  larger  Departments.  The  information 
thus  far  received  would  hardly  justify  action  by  Congress  as 
suggested. 

A  new  plate  has  been  prepared  for  Commissions  and  a  supply 
of  blanks  purchased.  The  old  plate  was  an  extravagant  exhibition 
of  the  artist's  license,  and  was  inappropriate. 

A  correction  has  been  made  in  the  date  of  organization  of  the 
Department  of  Utah.  Investigation  of  the  records  shows  that  the 
date  should  have  been  October  8th,  1883,  instead  of  October  19th, 
1883. 

The  officers  of  the  various  Departments,  in  their  business 
relations  with  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  have  been  courteous, 
obliging  and  prompt.  The  Custodian  of  Records,  Comrade  Hol- 
comb,  has  rendered  me  valuable  assistance. 

I  take  pleasure  in  placing  on  record  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  honor  you  conferred  upon  me  by  the  api)ointment  as  Adju- 
tant-General. An  experience  of  seven  years  as  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  (one  of  which  you 
were  the  Commander)  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  history  and  growth 
of  our  Order,  and  an  extended  acquaintance  with  the  membership, 
have  been  most  helpful  to  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties,  but 
the  work  has  been  made  easy  and  the  burdens  light  by  encourage- 
ment received  from  you,  and  oft  repeated  evidences  of  the  fact  that 
I  enjoyed  your  fullest  confidence,  for  all  of  which  I  thank  you. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Adjutant  General. 
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Proceedings  of   the  National   Council  of 
Administration. 


The  Council  of  Administration  met  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on 
Friday,  August  27,  1897,  at  the  Headquarters  in  the  Iriquois 
Hotel,  Commander-in-Chief  Gobin  in  the  chair. 

Present :  The  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Senior  Vice-Com- 
mander-in-Chief,  the  Chaplain-in-Chief,  and  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  meeting  Adjutant-General  Burmester  and  Quartermaster 
General  Burbank,  also  Comrades  Wilmarth,  of  Florida ;  Biese,  of 
Tennessee ;  Pond,  of  Kansas ;  Craig,  of  Delaware  ;  Wickersham, 
of  Alabama;  Hill,  of  Indian  Territory ;  Smith,  of  Oregon  ;  Mon- 
fort,  of  Ohio ;  Blackmar,  of  Massachusetts ;  Searle,  of  Minnesota; 
Ladd,  of  Georgia;  Kents,  of  New  Jersey ;  Armstrong,  of  Indiana; 
Scott,  of  Illinois ;  Sterrett,  of  Missouri ;  Pickler,  of  South  Dakota;. 
Sargent,  of  Maine  ;  Jibb,  of  Michigan  ;  Woodruff,  of  California; 
Carr,  of  Colorado ;  Horton,  of  Nebraska. 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  Comrades,  we  have  $167  on 
hand.  The  expenses,  I  am  told,  will  be  about  $2,000.  We  have 
trust  funds  which  we  ought  not  to  touch  for  running  expenses. 
The  first  proposition  is,  we  authorize  the  Adjutant  General  and 
myself  to  borrow  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  En- 
campment. I  regard  the  salaries  of  Staff  Officers  as  too  high.  I 
think  I  have  a  reputable  comrade  who  will  serve  as  Quartermaster 
General  without  compensation,  and  I  want  to  save  a  thousand  dol- 
lars on  the  salary  of  Adjutant  General. 

Comrade  Pond,  of  Kansas,  moved  that  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  be  authorized  to  borrow  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  accrued 
indebtedness  of  the  Encampment,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Comrade  Searle,  no  objection  being 
heard,  the  matter  of  interest  on  special  funds  was  referred  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  Executive  Committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed. 
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The  resolution  presented  by  the  Department  of  New  York  to 
the  National  Encampment,  recommending  the  appointment  of  a 
Flag  Committee  to  report  to  each  National  Encampment  and 
defining  the  duties  thereof,  which  was  by  the  action  of  the  En- 
campment, referred  to  the  Council  of  Administration,  was,  on 
motion  of  Comrade  Monfort,  referred  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
with  full  power  to  take  action  or  not,  as  his  judgment  dictates. 

The  resolution  from  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  by  the  Encampment  referred  to  the  Council  of  Administration, 
for  a  renewal  of  contract  for  the  manufacture  of  badges  and  but- 
tons, etc.,  was,  on  motion  of  Comrade  Wickersham,  referred  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  with  power  to  act. 

A  resolution  referred  to  the  Council  of  Administration  by  the 
National  Encampment,  providing  that  the  Citizens  Committee  at 
each  city  where  a  National  Encampment  is  held,  shall  furnish  room 
or  hall  for  headquarters,  without  cost,  was  on  motion  of  Comrade 
Hill,  referred  to  the  sub-committee,  to  be  hereafter  appointed  to 
arrange  for  headquarters  at  the  next  Encampment. 

The  resolution  referred  from  the  Encampment  in  regard  to  the 
planting  of  a  tree  by  each  Post,  etc.,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  communication  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  National 
Military  Cemetery,  at  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  referred  from  the 
Encampment  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Comrade  Monfort,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  sum  of  $200  be  appropriated  for  reporting  and  furnishing 
a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Encampment.  The  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

Comrade  Monfort,  also  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Adjutant-General,  the  Quartermaster-General  and  the 
Inspector- General  be  appointed  a  Committee  on  Supplies,  to  act  under  the 
direction  and  approval  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Armstrong  suggested  that  the  Inspector-General  be 
not  included  in  the  Committee  as  he  had  never  met  with  the  Com- 
mittee heretofore.  Comrade  Monfort  changed  the  resolution  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion,  and  as  so  changed  it  was  adopted. 

Comrade  Sterrett  offerred  the  following  : 
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Resolved^  That  an  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  th^  Commander-in- 
Chief,  the  Adjutant-General,  the  Quartermaster-General,  and  seven  members  of 
the  Council,  to  be  named  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  be  constituted  to  act 
during  the  year  when  the  Council  b  not  in  session. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Comrade  Armstrong  offered  the  following : 

Resotvedf  That  the  retiring  Adjutant-General  be  authorized  to  publish  9,500 
copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Thirty-first  Annual  Encampment,  ''nd  be 
allowed  for  editing  and  publishing  the  same,  such  amount  as  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  shall  direct. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Comrade  Scott:  It  has  been  customary  to  provide  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  I  notice  by  the  proceed- 
ings last  year  that  a  motion  was  made  and  passed  authorizing  the 
Commander-in-Chief  to  receive  1 2,000  for  expenses.  The  salary 
of  the  Adjutant-General  was  fixed  at  |2,ooo.  I  take  it  from  the 
remarks  made  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  that  he  can  find  a  man 
that  is  willing  to  serve  for  1 1,000.     Am  I  right. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Not  beyond  $1,200. 

Comrade  Scott:  I  move  then  that  $2,000  be  appropriated 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  that  the  salary  of  the  Adjutant  General  be  fixed  at  not  exceed- 
ing $1,200. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Scott  moved  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  such  sum  as  is  necessary  for  a  typewriter  at  head- 
quarters, and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Scott  the  bond  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral was  fixed  at  $1,000,  to  be  approved  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief. 

Comrade  Sterrett  moved  that  the  bond  of  the  Quartermaster 
General  be  fixed  at  $12,000,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Pond,  of  Kansas,  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  was  authorized  to  pay  the  premium  upon  the  bond  of  a 
surety  company. 
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Comrade  Monfort  moved  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  be 
authorized  to  pay  for  clerical  services  in  the  office  of  the  Quarter- 
master General,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  asked  Comrade  Burbank  in  relation 
to  the  interest  of  the  Grant  Memorial  Fund,  and  he  responded  that 
the  entire  interest  received  was  included. in  the  item  of  jfi  12.97. 

Comrade  Monfort  moved  that  the  special  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  Quartermaster  General  be  invested  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  the  Quartermaster  General,  and  that  the  accumulation  of 
interest  be  added  to  each  fund.     The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Burmester  stated  that  the  Grant  Monument  Fund 
originally  amounted  to  something  like  $11,000;  that  a  contract 
was  made  with  the  sculptor  to  execute  a  statue  of  General  Grant ; 
that  the  sculptor  finished  the  statue  and  was  paid  |6,ooo  ;  that  it 
was  then  found  that  the  likeness  was  not  what  it  should  be,  the 
statue  was  condemned,  and  the  sculptor  undertook  to  make  a 
second  one;  that  the  work  is  under  way  and  may  be  finished  at 
any  time,  and  when  it  is  finished  and  accepted  the  sculptor  will 
have  to  be  paid  out  of  this  fund. 

Comrade  Scott  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  authorized  to  increase  the  price 
of  supplies  as  he  may  judge  proper. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  asked  Comrade  Burbank  what  bills 
are  unpaid.  Comrade  Burbank  said  there  was  a  bill  of  I700  for 
badges  and  buttons,  and  a  bill  for  descriptive  books,  amounting  to 
about  1 1 00,  which  bills  were  unpaid. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  also  asked  Comrade  Burbank  what 
expenses  had  been  incurred  which  should  now  be  paid,  and  Com- 
rade Barbank  said  there  were  the  expenses  of  the  Council  of  Ad- 
ministration, which  were  something  over  |ioo,  and  a  balance  of 
$80  or  more  due  to  the  Adjutant  General. 

Comrade  Kents,  of  New  Jersey,  asked  Comrade  Armstrong  to 
explain  about  the  Decatur  Memorial  Fund.  Comrade  Armstrong 
said  that  certain  comrades  of  Decatur,  Illinois,  had  been  author- 
ized to  collect  money  for  a  memorial  hall,  that  a  certain  sum  had 
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been  collected,  the  comrades  were  unable  to  collect  any  more  and 
had  abandoned  the  project;  that  there  was  on  hand  some  }  1,300. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Council,  and  acting  under  its 
authority  the  Commander-in-Chief  had  asked  that  the  fund  be 
turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster  General  subject  to  future  action 
of  the  National  Encampment,  the  idea  being  that  the  National 
Encampment,  by  its  greater  strength,  might  succeed  in  raising 
enough  money  to  carry  out  the  original  intention.  At  first  the 
chairman  of  the  board  was  ready  to  turn  it  over.  On  a  meeting 
of  a  full  board  there  were  objections  from  the  treasurer,  who  did 
not  feel  that  he  would  be  relieved  from  responsibility  by  turning 
this  over,  and  that  is  the  difficulty  now  in  the  way ;  that  the  mat- 
ter has  been  referred  to  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  and  he  gave 
a  hasty  opinion,  that  the  remedy  for  the  organization  and  its 
treasurer  was  to  file  a  bill  in  a  Court  of  Equity  and  get  authority 
to  turn  over  this  money. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Jibb,  of  Michigan,  the  consideration 
of  the  matter  was  postponed. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration. 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Admin- 
istration was  called  to  order  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Cincinnati,  at 
12  o'clock,  noon,  Wednesday,  December  15,  1897,  pursuant  to 
the  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Present :  The  Commander-in-Chief,  Geul.  John  P.  S.  Gobin ; 
Quartermaster  General  Charles  Burrows ;  Adjutant  General  Thos. 
J.  Stewart;  Comrade  William  H.  Armstrong,  of  Indianapolis; 
Comrade  Robert  W.  Hill,  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  ;  Comrade  Thos 
W.  Scott,  Post  244,  Fairfield,  111.;  Comrade  L.  L.  Cad  well,  of 
Decorah,  Iowa ;  Comrade  F.  M.  Sterrett,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Com- 
rade E.  R.  Montfort,  of  Cincinnati,  O. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  named  Adjutant  General  Stewart  to 
act  as  Recorder  of  the  meeting. 

The  minutes  of  last  meeting  of  Council  of  Administration, 
held  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  27,  1897,  were  read  and  approved. 

After  same  had  been  read  the  Commander-in-Chief  stated  in 
reference  thereto  as  follows  : 

**  In  connection  with  the  finances,  I  may  state  that  since  the 
adjournment  of  the  Encampment  we  have  received  bills  which  the 
Quartermaster  General  will  give  in  detail,  showing  our  indebted- 
ness to  be  about  |2,ooo  in  round  figures. 

"  That  we  have  to  meet.  I  am  free  to  say  that  while  authority 
was  given  to  us  to  borrow  money,  we  have  thus  far  been  enabled 
to  get  along,  through  the  action  of  the  Quartermaster  General  and 
Adjutant  General,  without  making  any  indebtedness,  and  from  the 
amount  received  for  supplies  to  pay  off  a  certain  portion  of  the 
indebtedness  and  meet  all  liabilities  that  were  necessary  to  incur 
in  the  administration  up  to  this  date.  I  want  to  say  that  Com- 
rade Burrows  consented  to  serve  as  Quartermaster  General  without 
any  salary  whatever,  and  Comrade  Stewart  agreed  to  serve  as  Adju- 
tant General  without  any  salary  whatever. 
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**As  to  the  matter  of  interest  on  special  fund,  we  have  had  a 
certain  amount  of  money  which  was  subscribed  for  two  specific 
purposes,  and  each  year  whatever  interest  was  paid  or  gathered  on 
those  funds  has  been  placed  in  the  general  fund  and  expended , 
which,  in  my  judgment,  was  clearly  without  authority.  I  have 
now  arranged  with  the  Quartermaster  General,  who  has  taken 
charge  of  that,  that  the  interest  of  those  funds  shall  be  devoted 
exclusively  to  an  accumulation  ef  those  funds  and  we  have  invested 
those  funds  at  4  per  cent. 

"We  have  taken  no  action  on  the  appointment  of  a  Flag 
Committee. 

"With  regard  to  the  renewal  of  contracts  for  supplies :  I  have 
no  information  at  all  as  to  whether  the  contracts  under  which  we 
have  been  acting  for  the  purchase  of  supplies  have  expired  or  not ; 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  evidence  as  to  when  the  contract 
wa5  entered  into  or  the  extent  of  it.  Until  I  get  a  data  I  can 
take  no  action  as  to  the  renewal  of  contracts — don't  know  whether 
they  have  expired — cannot  find  anything  in  the  minutes  to  show 
when  the  contract  was  entered  into  or  for  what  period  of  time  it 
was  to  run.     So  I  have  taken  no  action  on  that." 

Comrade  Hill  moved  that  there  be  appointed  a  sub-committee 
to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Quartermaster  General  at  such  time 
as  may  be  necessary  in  the  judgment  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
All  correspondence  had  between  the  Past  Adjutant  General 
and  J.  McClockey,  President  of  the  Memorial  Hall  Association,  of 
Decatur,  111.,  was  presented,  together  with  the  action  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Administration  as  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  meeting  held 
Friday,  August  27,  1897 ;  whereupon  it  is  now  decided  that  said  mat- 
ter is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Memorial  Hall  Association  under 
the  suggestion  made  that  their  remedy  would  be  the  filing  of  a  bill 
in  a  Court  of  Equity  giving  them  authority  to  pay  over  the  money. 
It  was  the  further  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Council  that  if  the 
said  moneys  were  to  be  turned  over  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  for  such  uses 
as  the  Grand  Army  choose  to  make  of  the  same,  it  would  be  per- 
fectly acceptable;  but  it  was  deemed  inadvisable  to  accept  this 
money  with  the  stipulation  that  they  are  to  be  trust  funds. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Armstrong,  the  Adjutant  General  was 
directed  to  convey  to  the  President  of  the  Hall  Association,  the 
opinion  of  the  Council  of  Administration,  as  here  recorded. 
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The  Adjutant  General  presented  the  resignation  of  Comrade 
John  H.  Thacher,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  as  a  member  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration. 

On  motion,  the  same  was  accepted. 

The  Adjutant  General  states  that  he  had  been  directed  to  pre- 
sent on  behalf  of  the  Department  of  Connecticut,  the  name  of 
Comrade  S.  J.  Fox,  of  Post  17,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  for  member- 
ship in  the  Council  of  Administration. 

Pn  motion  of  Comrade  Montfort  the  recommendation  was 
favorably  acted  upon,  and  Comrade  S.  J.  Fox  elected  unanimously 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Comrade  Thacher. 

Adjourned  until  2  P.  M. 


At  3  P.  M.  the  Council  re-assembled,  same  members  present. 

The  Council  heard  the  executive  Director,  W.  B.  Melish, 
from  the  Citizens'  Committee,  who  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
dates  of  Aug.  39,  30  and  31,  and  Sept.  i,  2  and  3.  1898,  as 
pcoper  dates  for  holding  of  the  next  Annual  Encampment  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 

Mr.  Melish  having  first  spoken.  Comrade  Henry  Wagner, 
Chief  of  Staff,  Department  of  Ohio,  appeared  before  the  Council 
and  desired  to  be  heard  in  opposition  to  the  dates  named  as  the 
choice  of  the  Citizens*  Committee. 

General  Michael  Ryan  was  then  asked  to  report  as  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Cincinnati  Citizens'  Committee, 

Comrade  Armstrong  :  I  would  like  to  ask  by  way  of  sugges- 
tion if  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  would  give  us  this 
information.  How  much  have  you  estimated  is  the  necessary 
amount  to  be  raised  for  the  entertainment  of  the  National  Encamp^ 
ment ;  and  again,  how  much  of  that  amount  has  already  been 
subscribed  ? 

General  Ryan  :  We  have  estimated  the  minimum    to  be 

$75,000. 
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Mr.  Melish  :  I  will  say,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Hotels,  that  all  of  our  hotels  have  authorized  us  to  say  that  there 
will  be  no  extra  charge  in  their  rates.  They  have  agreed  on  that. 
They  will  carry  out  the  promises  made  by  Mr.  Ingalls,  at  Buffalo. 
A  great  many  inquiries  have  already  been  made ;  some  contracts 
have  been  made,  and  many  others  are  waiting  upon  the  decision, 
of  course,  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  as  to  headquarters ;  we 
have  no  complaints  at  all  from  any  one. 

Mr.  Melish  :  Col.  Cochran  says  we  have  quarters  to  take 
care  of  men  properly  to  the  number  of  20,000,  but  I  guess  that 
number  is  in  excess  of  any  that  ever  were  put  in  tents.  4* 

The  Adjutant  General  :  Have  you  a  Badge  Committee? 

Mr.  Melish  :  Col.  Wagner  is  Chairman  of  the  Badge  Com- 
mittee. 

Comrade  Wagner  :  My  committee  is  fully  organized.  We 
have  had  two  meetings.  Have  been  advertising  all  over  the 
country  for  designs.  The  majority  of  the  committee  are  Grand 
Army  men  who  have  been  going  to  Encampments,  and  who  have 
a  collection  of  badges.  We  are  trying  to  get  the  best  designs  we 
can.  It  is  our  purpose  to  spend  most  of  the  money  on  the  prin- 
cipal badge — the  delegate  badge.  We  expect  to  hear  from  you  as 
to  the  number  that  you  want. 

The  Adjutant  General:  They  should  be  placed  in  boxes 
and  you  should  see  that  the  boxes  are  sealed.  At  Buffalo  the 
badges  were  turned  over  to  the  Adjutant  General  in  boxes,  but 
many  of  the  boxes  were  found  to  be  empty.  They  will  have  to 
have  the  seal  of  the  party  who  furnishes  them,  and  you  put  yours 
on  also.  Then  you  turn  them  over  to  the  Adjutant  General  all 
sealed,  and  I  will  turn  them  over  to  the  Department,  and  nobody 
gets  a  badge,  unless  he  is  a  delegate,  until  the  Encampment  is 
over. 

Comrade  F.  M.  Sterrett,  of  St.  Louis ;  It  is  for  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  determine  whether  this  question  shall  be  con- 
sidered now  or  determined  upon  to-morrow.  I  will,  however, 
move  that  if  the  Commander-in-Chief  calls  the  next  Encampment 
to  be  held  here  in  Cincinnati  some  time  during  August  or  Sep- 
tember,   1898,   that   the  recommendation  of  the  Local  Citizens' 
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Committee  as  to  the  date  of  the  Encampment  shall  be  concurred 
in  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
his  staff. 

Comrade  Scott  :  I  move  that  we  postpone  this  question  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded 
that  further  discussion  be  postponed. 

Question  put  on  the  motion  and  same  carried. 

On  motion  adjourned  until  9  A.  M.,  Thursday,  December  16, 
1897. 


Thursday,   December  16,  1897. 

The  Council  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  with  the  Com. 
mander-in- Chief  presiding,  and  all  tnenibers  present  who  were  in 
attendance  yesterday. 

Comrade  Hill  moved  that  a  sub-committee  on  hotels  be 
appointed  from  the  Executive  Committee.     Carried. 

Comrades  Armstrong  and  Hill  were  appointed. 

Comrade  Scott  moved  that  Adjutant  General  officially  advise 
the  Executive  Director  of  the  Citizens'  Committee  "  of  the  3 2d 
^tional  Encampment,  G.  A.  R.  that  fifteen  hundred  official  dele- 
gate badges  will  be  required,  and  that  the  design  of  same  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Commander-in-Chief;  that  each  badge  shall  be 
placed  in  a  box,  the  box  to  be  sealed  and  delivered  to  the  Adjutant 
General  in  packages  of  twenty,  that  after  the  badges  are  made  the 
dies  shall  also  be  delivered  to  the  Adjutant  General,  and  that  the 
design  for  the  official  delegate  badge  shall  not  be  used  in,  or  form 
part  of  any  other  badge  issued  or  used  in  connection  with  the 
convening  of  the  32d  National  Encampment  at  Cincinnati. 

Carried  unanimously,  with  leave  to  the  Adjutant  General  to 
amend  the  language  as  necessary  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the 
Council  along  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  above  resolution. 

Comrade  Hill  moved  that  a  committee  on  transportation  be 
appointed  from  members  of  the  Council.     Carried. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  named  Comrades  Scott  and  Mont- 
fort  as  such  committee. 
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Comrade  Armstrong  thereupon  moved  the  following : 

I  want  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  motion  by  Comrade 
Sterrett  to  fix  the  date  of  the  next  National  Encampment  for  the 
week  beginning  September  12,  1898, 

The  Adjutant  General  read  various  letters  received  on  the  subject, 
including  those  which  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  members  ot 
the  Council  by  Comrade  Henry  Wagner. 

Comrade  Scott  :  As  I  offered  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment for  October  3d,  I  withdraw  that ;  and  inasmuch  as  Comrade 
Armstrong's  motion  did  not  have  a  second,  I  move  the  previous 
question  of  Judge  Sterrett  that  the  dates  recommended  by  the  local 
committee  be  concurred  in. 

Comrade  Arbistrong  :  I  hate  to  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
but  his  amendment  did  not  have  a  second  either. 

After  discussion  of  the  question  of  date  of  Encampment,  and 
decision  to  submit  for  consideration  of  the  Citizens*  Committee, 
the  date  Sept.  5  to  10,  the  Council  adjourned  until  2.30  P.  M. 

Council  met  at  2.30  P.  M.,  all  members  present  who  were  at 
the  morning  session,  and  were  presided  over  by  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  who  opened  the  meeting  with  the  suggestion  that  there 
were  some  matters  requiring  consideration,  pending  the  further 
discussion  of  the  question  of  date. 

At  this  time  Mr.  Melish  came  in  and  made  the  announcement 
that  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Citizens'  Local  Committee 
were  in  session  in  the  Convention  Hall  below,  and  had  requested 
him  to  communicate  that  the  Citizens'  Committee  had  acceded  to 
the  dates  recommended  by  the  Council,  September  5  to  10,  and 
that  if  agreeable,  the  Committee  was  prepared  to  receive  the 
Council  in  the  Committee  Rooms  down  stairs. 

On  motion,  the  Council  now  adjourned  to  meet  the  Citizens' 
Committee  as  indicated. 

After  the  meeting  the  Council  of  Administration  took  their 
leave  of  the  Citizens'  Committee  and  repaired  to  their  own  room 
and  resumed  deliberations. 

Comrade  Sterrett  :  I  move  that  this  hotel  (Grand  Hotel) 
be  adopted  as  Headquarters,  with  such  rooms  as  the  Hotel  Com- 
mittee and  Comrade  Melish  shall  be  able  to  procure  for  us. 
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Comrade  Montfort  :  I  move  that  Cincinnati  be  selected  as 
the  location  for  the  next  National  Encampment  in  1898,  and  that 
the  Encampment  shall  take  place  during  the  week  from  September 
5th  to  loth  inclusive,  1898. 

Comrade  Armstrong:  There  is  a  proviso  to  that.  The 
Commander-in-Chief  cannot  issue  his  order  designating  it  until 
we  get  these  railroads  into  line. 

Comrade  Burrows  :  Provided,  that  the  railroads  and  hotels 
make  proper  contracts  in  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  Na- 
tional Encampment. 

The  motion  was  stated  by  the  chair,  with  the  proviso  added, 
and  prevailed. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  of  Administration  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  on  July  13,  1898,  as  per  direction  of  Commander-in-Chief: 

Present ;  Charles  Burrows,  Quartermastsr  General ;  William 
H.  Armstrong,  Indiana ;  Thomas  W.  Scott,  Illinois  ;  E.  R.  Mont- 
fort, Ohio ;  L.  L.  Cadwell,  Iowa ;  Robert  W.  Hill,  Indian  Ter- 
ritory. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  and  Adjutant  General  were  unable 
to  be  present. 

Comrade  Armstrong  was  chosen  Temporary  Chairman,  and 
Comrade  Scott  Temporary  Secretary. 

Comrade  Montfort,  as  a  member  of  the  local  committee,  made 
a  very  satisfactory  report  as  to  progress  made.  Hour  for  parade 
was  fixed  at  10  A.  M.,  September  7  th. 

Tickets  for  the  seats  reserved  on  the  reviewing  stand  to  be 
turned  over  to  Executive  Committee  and  distributed  as  Comman- 
der-in-Chief may  direct. 

All  street  railways  to  give  transfers  during  the  week,  good  on 
any  line  for  the  day  issued. 
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Mr.  Logan,  Chairman  Committee  on  Entertainment,  reported 
preparations  for  extensive  and  varied  entertainment,  September 
Sth  to  9th — a  coupon  book  to  be  issued  to  every  comrade — secur- 
ing him  free  admission  to  the  entertainments. 

Reports  were  made  on  free  quarters,  rates  of  transportation, 
badges,  etc. 

The  Executive  Committee  expressed  themselves  as  being  satis- 
fied with  the  progress  made  and  the  work  outlined  by  the  Citizens* 
Committee. 

Adjourned. 

THOS.  W.  SCOTT. 

Secretary  pro  tern. 
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Grand  Hotel, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  5th,  1898. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Administration  of 
the  Grand  Array  of  the  Republic  met  at  Headquarters,  Grand 
Hotel,  at  2.00  o'clock  p.  m.,  Sept.  5th,  1898,  pursuant  to  General 
Orders  No.  8. 

Comrades  present : 

W.  H.  Armstrong,  F.  M.  Sterrett,  EUwood  Craig,  Thomas  W. 
Scott,  Luman  L.  Cadwell,  Robert  W.  Hill,  the  Quartermabter 
General,  and  the  Adjutant  General. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  who  was 
attending  the  ceremony  of  opening  the  general  camp,  Comrade 
Armstrong  was  chosen  as  chairman. 

General  Hickenlooper,  of  the  general  committee,  being  pres- 
ent, announced  that  all  arrangements  had  been  completed  on  the 
part  of  the  committee. 

The  Adjutant  General  stated  that  the  chairman  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  had  reported  that  all  orders  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  had  been  complied  with. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Sterrett  it  was  agreed  that  the  1,000 
tickets  set  aside  for  the  grand  stand  be  distributed  equitably 
throughout  the  various  Departments,  and  a  committee  of  three  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  consisting  of  Comrades  Sterrett,  Scott 
and  Hill,  was  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Adjutant  General  reported  that  the  Executive  Committee 
had  turned  over  to  him  the  requisite  number  of  delegate  badges. 

Comrades  Cadwell,  Hill  and  Craig  were  ^appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Quartermaster  General  and  the 
Adjutant  General. 

Comrade  Ell  Torrance,  Judge  Advocate  General,  presented  a 
bill  for  expenses  incurred  in  visiting  Washington  while  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  further  the  erection  of  a  monument 
to  the  patriotic  women  of  America,  which  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Auditing  Committee. 

Comrade  William  H.  Armstrong,  as  chairman  of  committee, 
presented  a  bill  of  Messrs.  Baldwin,  Miller  &  Co.  for  testimonial  to 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson,  with  the  following  statement : 

The  committee  ascertained  that  a  silver  service  would  he  an 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


90-b  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 

appropriate  testimonial,  and  settled  upon  a  service  of  six  pieces,  the 
price  at  the  factory  being  $600.00.  By  getting  it  through  Grand 
Army  people  we  received  the  wholesale  discount  of  25  per  cent., 
which  brought  it  to  $450.00.  We  had  a  chest  made  at  an  expense  of 
$25.00.  There  was  a  contribution  of  $30.00  from  comrades  of  the 
Department  of  New  York,  so  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  the 
encampment  is  $445.00,  and  some  small  items  of  expressage,  etc. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Scott,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Auditing  Committee. 

The  Auditing  Committee  recommended  the  payment  of  the 
bills  referred  to,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Adjourned. 

THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Adjt,  Genl.y  and  Recorder. 


Grand  Hotel, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  6th,  1898, 1:30  p.  m. 

The  Executive  Committee  met  at  the  place  and  time  above 
named,  the  Commander-in-Chief  presiding. 

Minutes  of  the  meeting  of  September  5th  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  Auditing  Committee  presented  the  following  report  which 
was  on  motion  approved  : 

REPORT  OF  AUDITING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Executive  Committee  National  Council  Administration, 
G.  A,  R,  : 

Your  special  auditing  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
books  and  vouchers  of  the  Quartermaster  General  and  Adjutant 
General  with  their  financial  reports,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
the  vouchers  and  accounts  have  been  compared  and  found  to 
correspond,  and  the  books  with  statements  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures  in   accord   with  the    reports,   and  we  recommend  that   the 
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reports  be  approved.  We  find  here  also  a  certified  certificate  ol 
deposit  covering  balance  to  credit  of  G.  A.  R.,  and  also  Govern- 
ment bonds  for  $16,000  in  hand  of  Quartermaster  General. 

[Signed] 
ROBT.  W.  HILL, 
L.  L.  CADWELL, 
ELLWOOD  CRAIG. 

Adjourned. 

THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Adjt.  Genl.,  and  Recorder, 


Grand  Hotel, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  6th,  1898,  2:00  p.  m 

The  National  Council  of  Administration  met  at  the  Head- 
quarters in  the  Grand  Hotel,  at  Cincinnati,  on  Sept.  6th,  1898,  at 
2:00  o'clock,  p.  m.,  pursuant  to  General  Orders  No.  8,  Headquarters 
G.  A.  R. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  presided,  and  the  following  members 
of  the  Council  were  present : 

The  Commander  in-Chief,  the  Surgeon  General,  the  Adjutant 
General,  the  Quartermaster  General,  the  Judge  Advocate  General, 
and  Comrades  Wickersham,  of  Alabama;  Clark,  of  Arkansas; 
Craig,  of  Delaware  ;  Cummerford,  of  Georgia ;  Scott,  of  Illinois ; 
Armstrong,  of  Indianapolis  ;  Hill,  of  Indian  Territory ;  Cadwell,  of 
Iowa ;  Hager,  of  Kentucky ;  Bruce,  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi ; 
Brian,  of  Maryland;  Blackmar,  of  Massachusetts;  Jibb,  of  Michigan  ; 
Sterrett,  of  Missouri ;  Crampton,  of  New  Mexico  ;  Owens,  of  New 
York;  Monfort,  of  Ohio;  Baker,  of  Oklahoma;  Biese,  of  Tennessee ; 
Ayres,  of  Texas  ;  Wood,  of  Vermont ;  and  Leonard,  of  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  Adjutant  General  presented  the  resignation  of  Comrade 
James  O.  Ladd,  of  Georgia,  who  was  elected  Department  Com- 
mander, and  the  recommendation  of  the  Department  that  Comrade 
J.  A.  Cummerford  be  elected  in  his  place,  and  on  motion  the  resig- 
nation was  accepted  and  Comrade  Cummerford  was  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 
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The  resignation  of  Comrade  James  H.  Browning  of  Kentucky, 
was  accepted,  and  Comrade  Phil  W.  Hager  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

The  resignation  of  Comrade  H.  W.  Pond,  of  Kansas,  was 
accepted,  and  Comrade  P.  H.  Coney  .was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  Adjutant  General  gave  a  synopsis  of  the  work  of  the 
Executive  Committee  during  the  interim  since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council,  and  on  motion  of  Comrade  Leonard  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Committee  was  approved  by  the  Council. 

Comrade  Wickersham  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  National 
Council  of  Administration  be  tendered  to  the  Adjutant  General  and 
the  Quartermaster  General  for  their  unselfish  and  patriotic  services 
to  the  Order,  and  the  motion  unanimously  prevailed. 

Comrade  Hill  moved  that  the  Council  recommend  to  the 
National  Encampment  that  suitable  testimonials  be  prepared  and 
presented  to  Comrades  Stewart  and  Burrows,  expressive  of  the 
grateful  sentiments  of  the  Encampment  to  these  comrades  for  their 
services  as  Adjutant  General  and  Quartermaster  General,  rendered 
without  compensation.    The  motion  unanimously  prevailed. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  was  approved,  and  the  Council 
adjourned  subject  to  the  call  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Adjt,  GenL  and  Recorder. 


Digitized  by  VnOOQlC 


Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  91 


Report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records. 


Office  of  Custodian  of  Records, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Independence  Hall. 

Philadelphia,  August  loth,  1898. 
Thos.  J.  Stewart, 

Adjutant  General,  G,  A.  R, 
Comrade  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  for  the 
year  ending  at  this  date. 

Upon  ray  return  from  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampmenti 
held  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  I  immediately  began  preparations  for  re- 
ceiving the  effects  of  the  Headquarters  of  the  Grand  Army  which 
were  established  in  this  city  by  Commander-in-Chief  Gobin. 

The  office  furniture  and  fixtures  soon  after  arrived  from  Omaha 
and  I  arranged  them  in  the  rooms  provided .  by  the  Department  of 
Pennsylvania  in  this  historic  building. 

Among  the  many  things  which  came  from  Charles  E.  Burmes- 
ter,  late  Adjutant  General,  was  the  correspondence  and  documents 
of  the  Grand  Army  up  to  the  close  of  his  term,  and  quite  a  number 
of  valuable  books  and  papers  that  had  been  traveling  around  with 
Headquarters  for  many  years,  among  which  was  the  first  minute 
book  of  the  organization,  some  missing  numbers  of  Department 
Journals  that  helped  to  complete  files  here  and  other  documents  of 
great  value  relating  to  the  history  of  the  Grand  Army,  all  of  which 
were  carefully  filed  away  for  future  reference. 

In  addition  to  my  duties  as  Custodian  of  Records,  I  have 
received  and  sent  out  all  blanks  and  supplies  issued  by  Headquarters 
under  the  orders  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  a  fire  proof  room 
in  this  building  having  been  tendered  to  us  for  the  safe  storage  of 
all  supplies,  free  of  charge. 
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A  number  of  applications  have  been  received  for  back  numbers 
of  National  and  Department  Journals  from  the  War  Department 
Library,  public  libraries  and  individuals,  most  of  which  I  have  been 
able  to  supply,  and  I  am  carefully  preserving  all  duplicates  received 
knowing  that  some  time  they  will  be  wanted. 

Thanking  you  for  your  courtesy  and  kindness  in  our  close 
official  intercourse,  I  remain. 

Yours  in  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty, 

J.  HENRY  HOLCOMB, 

Custodian  of  Records, 
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Report  of  the  Quartermaster-General. 


Office  of  the  Quartermaster-General, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Rutherford,  N.  J.,  August  10.  1898. 
Thomas  J.     tewart, 

Adjutant'  General : 
Comrade  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  this  office 
for  the  year  ending  August  10,  1898. 

The  report  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  page  129  of  ]the 
printed  Proceedings  1897,  shows  total  cash  on  hand  $7>745.i8, 
divided  as  follows : 


General  Fund    .... 

$    196. 18 

Grant  Monument  Fund 

5»733-42 

Sherman  Monument  Fund 

221.78 

Southern  Memorial  Fund   . 

x,593-8o 

Total 

J7,74S-I8 

There  was  turned  over  to  me  by  the  Quartermaster  General 
the  sum  of  $7,402.34.  The  difference  of  $342.84  is  accounted  for 
in  a  Supplemental  Report  made  by  Quartermaster  General  Bur- 
bank,  presented  herewith,  showing  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
National  Encampment  of  $342.84;  these  expenditures  made  sub- 
sequent to  the  closing  of  his  report  as  shown  in  the  printed  Pro- 
ceedings. The  amount  $342.84  not  only  exhausted  the  cash  in  the 
the  General  Fund,  but  encroached  upon  the  special  funds. 

As  soon  as  received  (Oct.  14th)  the  trust  funds  were  deposited 
at  interest  and  this  interest  I  have  carried  to  the  respective  funds, 
where  it  properly  belongs,  instead  of  to  the  General  Fund. 

There  was  delay  in  filling  the  earlier  requisitions  as  these  were 
received  while  the  supplies  were  en  route  from  Chicago.  The  plan 
adopted  of  having  all  supplies  received  and  shipped  by  the  Custo- 
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dian  has  proved  in  every  respect  entirely  satisfactory,  being  a 
saving  of  time  and  expense ;  ample  office  and  storage  room  having 
been  tendered  in  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia,  free  of  charge. 
I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  this  method  of  handling  supplies 
be  continued,  thereby  saving  the  expense  of  transporting  furniture 
and  supplies  from  one  point  to  another,  and  causing  delay  and 
annoyance  in  filling  requisitions  for  the  first  month  following  an 
encampment. 

The  semi-annual  reports  from  the  departments,  in  my  opinion, 
should  be  sent  to  the  Custodian  and  by  him  properly  filed  so  that 
ready  reference  could  be  had  to  them,  as  it  has  frequently  happened 
that  inquiries  have  been  made  to  this  office  for  some  detail  con- 
cerning a  former  report  which  could  not  be  answered  for  the 
reason  that  these  reports  were  not  in  the  custody  of  National 
Headquarters.  It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  an  increase  of 
cash  in  each  of  the  funds,  and  that  all  bills  are  paid,  including  the 
roll  of  the  Encampment  for  1898  (making  two  rolls  paid  for  by 
this  administr.  tion),  leaving  nothing  to  be  paid  for  except  the 
ordinary  expenses  incurred  during  the  Encampment.  With  judg- 
ment and  economy  and  without  being  parsimonious,  the  present 
per  capita  tax,  in  my  opinion,  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  requirements 
of  the  National  Administration. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  F.  C.  &  L., 

CHARLES  BURROWS, 

Quartermaster-General, 
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A.  J.  Burbank,  Quartermaster-GeneraU 

In  account  with  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 

Aug.  26,  1897.  Dr. 

To  bal.  on  hand  as  per  report  Aug.  15,  1897.  •  ^7»7ii  28 
**  rec'd  balance  per  capita  tax  Department 

of  Maine 10  00 

•'  rec'd  per  capita  tax  Department  of  Wash- 
ington &  Alaska    . 33  90 

17,745  18 

Cr. 
Aug.  26,  1897. 

By  C.  E.    Burmester  balance  A.  G.  office 

expeqses |8o  61 

**  E.  L.  Zabrislci,  mil.,  postage,  etc  ...  .  38  76 

**  T.  N.  Scott,   Ex.  C.  of  A.,  expenses  to 

Buffalo 30  75 

•*  R.  D.  Dix,  Ex.  Com.  of  C.  A.,  expenses 

to  Buffalo 21  00 

**  J.  J.  Kents,  Ex.  Com.  C.  of  A.,  expenses 

to  Buffalo 16  00 

•*  W.   H.  Armstrong,   Ex.  Com.  C  of  A., 

expenses  to  Buffalo 19  85 

"  F.  M.  Sterrett,  Ex.  Com.  C.  of  A.  ex- 
penses to  Buffalo 26  15 

*•  W.  M.  Olin,  Ex.  ch.  on  Walker  Test'I  .   .  11  72 

**  Al.  Scheffer,  Ex.  Com.  C.  of  A.,  expenses 

to  Buffalo 48  00 

**  C.  J.  Merritt,  Services  as  expert  accent  .   .  50  00  342  84 

Bal.  in  Hide  &  Leather  Nat.  Bank  of  Chicago.  l7»402  34 

A.  J.  BURBANK, 

Quartermaster  General, 


RECAPITULATION. 

Grant  Monument  Fund 15,733-42 

Sherman  Monument  Fund 221.78 

Southern  Memorial  Fund  .  ^ 1413.24 

General  Fund 33-9o 

17,402.34 

i 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


96  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 


ABSTRACTS    SUBMITTED. 

I.  Abstract  of  purchases. 

II.  Report  of  supplies  received,  issued,  and  on  hand. 

III.  Southern  Memorial  Fund — contributions. 

IV.  Statement  of  flags  issued. 

V.  Receipts  and  expenditures  account  Southern  Memorial  Fund. 

VI.  Grant  Monument  Fund. 

VII.  Sherman  Monument  Fund. 

VIII.  Per  capita  tax  received. 

IX.  Statement  of  expenditures, 

X.  Account  current. 

XL  Assets  and  investments. 
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III— Southern  Memorial  Fund, 

Statement  of  contributions  from  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  Sons  of  Veterans,  1897-8. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Post  No.  127 |i  00 

CONNECTICUT 

Post  No.    14 |2  00 

50 10  00 

54 5  00 

26 5  00 

1 5  00 

17 10  00 

ILLINOIS 

Post  No.  263 $1  00 

444 200 

311 I  00 

617 50 

203 2  00 

274 2  00 

283 2  00 

378 2  00 

115 2  00 

326 I  00 

210 I  00 

67 5  00 

540       2  00 

211 5  00 

164 I  00 

413 I  26 

299 3  00 

177 I  00 

141 2  00 

48 I  00 

40 3  00 

28 5  00 

98   .   .       3  00 

45 2  00 

232 I  00 

193 ' I  00 

701 I  00 


l37  00 
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Ill^Southem  Memorial  Fund-^  Continned. 

91 2  00 

156 2  00 

615 2  00 

55 2  00 

20 500 

167 I  00 

666 I  00 

281 -   .   .  I  00 

306 2  00 

209 2  00 

5 5<» 

445 '  ~ 

68 200 

779  ...,.....• 2  00 

312 I  00 

169 I  00 

284 I  00 

569 .  45 

231 I  00 

243 '. •   •  »  «> 

573 2  00 

321 2  00 

49 5  00 

INDIANA 

Post  No.  179 I3  00 

276 I  00 

90 300 

74 I  «> 

350 '  ^ 

182 I  00 

IOWA. 

Post  No.      5 |i  00 

54 I  00 

KANSAS. 

Post  No.  412 I    50 

270 I  00 

113 I  00 

Fulton  Post I  00 

167 1  00 


t^  21 


|io  00 


$2  00 


l4  50 
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Ill^Southem  Memorial  /Wim/— Continned 
MAINE. 
Post  No.    14 |i  00 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Post  No.    68 |5  00 

5 10  00 

92 5  00 

36 5  00 

34 500 

87 "  <» 

40 500 

194 3  00 

197 2  00 

186 5  00 

80 500 

22 5  «> 

90 500 

39 5  00 

19 •.  •   •   •  5  00 

203 2  00 

119 •   •  •   .  .  3  20 

47 10  00 

181 2  00 

109 I  00 

56 2  00 


MICHIGAN. 

Post  No.    14 |2  00 

75 2  <» 

3" I  <» 

119 •  .   .   .   .  I  00 

24 I  00 

128 I  «> 

205 I  00 

MINNESOTA. 

Post  No.    93 |i  00 

85 3  00 

52 2  00 

163 2  00 


%\  00 


I91  20 


%9  «> 
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Ill^Southem  Memorial  /"wifi/— Continued 

62 I  «> 

183 '  «^ 

43 ^  ~ 

92 2  00 

|I4  00 

MISSOURI. 
Post.  No.  69 l3  <» 


221 


2  00 


MONTANA. 

Post  No.      3 I500 

15  00 

NEBRASKA 
Post  No.  104 ^i  00 


44 


I  00 


I2  00 

NEW  JERSEY, 


Post  No.      5 15  00 

32 '  ^ 

22 5  00 


|ii  00 

NEW  YORK. 

Post  No.  279 |2  00 

152   . I  «> 

271 I  00 

418 I  00 

140 2  00 

95 ^  «> 

668 2  00 

392 2  00 

I13  00 

OHIO. 

Post  No.      5 ^2  00 

701 I  00 

283 2  00 

169 2  00 

>9 

15 
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lll^Southem  Memorial  /'wn^— Continued 

347 2  00 

29 500 

12 5  00 

23 5  00 

21 I  50 

676 I  00 

45 2  00 

13^ I  40 

>07 3  <» 

OREGON. 

Post  No.    16 '  |i  00 

56 I  00 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Post  No.  104 ^i  00 

62 3  00 

151 5  00 

82 I  00 

190 I  00 

559 I  00 

384 I  00 

38 I  00 

140 5  00 

390 I  50 

405 I  00 

»9 5  00 

312 2  00 

91 2  00 

64 .  5  00 

415 I  00 

61 2  00 

226 I  00 

178 I  00 

217 2  00 

141 2  00 

57> I  00 

10 5  00 

497 I  00 

58 2  00 

I 500 

116 I  00 
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/// — Southern  Memorial  Fund — Concluded 

97 5  oo 

53 2  oo 

33 I  oo 

139 I  oo 

615 1. 00 

2 500 

88 5  00 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Post  No.    14 |i  00 

17 10  00 

SOUTH    DAKOTA. 

Post  No.    74 |2  00 

27   . I  00 


RECAPITULATION. 


I79  50 


In  00 


%Z  00 


TEXAS. 

Post  No.      3 , ,    .   •    .    .      |2  70  |2    7 

VERMONT. 

Post  No.    78 Ii  00 

82 2  00 

28 2  00 

I5  00 

WASHINGTON  &  ALASKA. 
Post  No.    73 95  95 

From  Circles  of  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of 

Illinois |59  39 

Mrs.  Julia  P.  Shade,  Department  of  Penna i  00 


I60  39 


From  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R I445  96 

Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R 60  39 

*5o6  35 

Woman's  Relief  Corps I788  60 
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IV, — Southern  Memorial  Fund, 


SHIPMENTS  OF  FLAGS. 

John  George,  Commander  Post  No.  54,  G.  A.  R.,  Petersburg,  Va     .    .    .  4,250 

W.  H.  Deaver,  Commander  Post  No.  41,  G.  A.  R.,  Asheville,  N.  C.    .  250 

Chas.  H.  Smart,  Nashville,  Tenn.  (Stone  River  Cemetery) 2,000 

John  Trindle,Sapt.  National  Cemetery,  Chattanooga,  Tenn 2,000 

J.  J.  Hensser,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  for  NashviUe  Cemetery   .  • 3fOOo 

Geo.  W.  Mitchell,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Snpt.  National  Cemetery 500 

Frank  Seaman,  A.  A.  G.  Knozville,  Tenn.,  National  Cemetery  ....  1,500 

Q.  McCracken,  Mound  City.  III.,  for  Supt.  National  Cemetery     ....  4,000 

Savelon  Boyle,  for  National  Cemetery  at  Fort  Gibson 2,000 

John  II.  Bolton,  Commander  Post  No.  3,  G.  A.  R.,  San  Antonio,  Texas  400 

Francis  Walsh,  Commander  Post  No.  21,  G.  A.  R.,  Pensacola,  Fla  .    .    .  400 

Superintendent  Cemetery,  Pineville,  Louisiana 500 

**                    "          Natches,  Mississippi 1,200 

*'                    **          Corinth,  Mississippi 4,000 

**                    "          Baton  Rogue,  Louisiana 400 

"                    "          Vicksburg,  Mississippi 750 

E.  H.  Wheeler,  A.  A.  G.  New  Orleans,  I^uisiana 400 

James  P.  Averill,  A.  A.  G.,  Atlanta,  Georgia 2,500 

Commander  McPherson,  Post  No.  I,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 1.500 

"         Williams,  Post  No.  2  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas I^oo 

"         Travis,  Post  No.  19,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 1,700 

J.  M.  Hartlove,  Commander  Post  No.  I,  Portsmouth,  Virginia 1,000 

J.  A.  Cummerford,  Supt.  Cemetery,  Marietta,  Georgifi 1,500 

Thomas  Frame,  Supt.  Cemetery,  Andersonville,  Georgia 3,000 

George  Hess,  Supt.  Cemetery,  Beaufort,  S.  Carolina 500 

A.  A.  Hager,  National  Soldiers'  Home,  Virginia 3>ooo 

John  B.  Newell,  906  West  Cary  St.,  Richmond,  Virginia 3,000 

A.  A.  Hager,  National  Soldiers'  Home,  Va.,  from  Post  No.  21     ....  144 

John  B.  Newell,  Richmond,  Virginia,  from  Post  No.  591 144 

Total 47,050 

Purchased  of  Wm.  H.  Horstmann  Company 47,050 
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K — Southern  Memorial  Fund, 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  report  1897 I1413  24 

Received  from  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R .   .  443  26 

Received  from  Nat'l  Treas.  Woman's  Relief  Corps     .   .  788  60 

Received  from  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R ^39 

Received  from  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  Post  No.  3,  San  Antonio, 

Texas       2  70 

Received  from   Post  No.  21,  Dept.    Penn.   G.   A.   R.» 

I  Gross  Flags 

Received  from   Post  No.  591,  Dept.    Penn.   G.  A.    R., 

I  Gross  Flags $2jo8  19 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

47,050  Flags  purchased  from  Wm.  H.  Horstman  Co.  .    .  ^702  49 

Express  charges  on  Flags  to  destination 74  S5 

Cash  sent  to  Jas.  P.  Averill,  A.  A.  G.,  Atlanta,  Ga  .    .    .  200  00 

"         Post  No.  10,  Dept.  Va.  &  N.  C.  Richmond,  Va  100  00 

"        Post  No.  40,  Dept.  Va.  &  N.  C,  Charlotte,  N.  C.  60  00 

"         Post  No.  14,  Dept.  Va.  &.  N.  C,  Yorktown,  Va  30  00 

"        Post  No.  22,  Dept.  Va  &  N.  C,  Soldiers  Home  30  00 

"        Post  No.  3,  San  Antonio,  Texas 30  00 

"        Post  No.  41,  Dept.  Va.  &  N.  C,  Ashv'le,  N.  C  25  00 

"        Post  No.  55,  Dept.  Va.  &  N.  C,  Plymouth,  N.  C  15  00 

11,267  34 

Balance  on  hai\d $i»44o  ^5 

VI. — Grant  Monument  Fund. 

Balance  on  hand  laat  report I5t733  42 

Received  for  interest  on  fund 116  52 

fc.849  94 

DISBURSED. 

Robt.  B.  Beath,  expenses  Grant  Monument  Committee  20  25 

Selden  Connor,  expenses  Grant  Mon.  Com 52  00 

^72  25 

Balance  on  hand ^5>777  ^ 

VII, — Sherman  Monument  Fund. 

Balance  on  hand  last  report 221  78 

Interest  on  fund 4  ^7 

Balance  on  hand ^26  65 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 


107 


VIII.— /5?r  Capita  Tax  Received  by  Charles  Burrows^  Quartermaster 
Genera/,  G-  A,  /?.,  for  Year  ending  August  10,  i8g8^ 


DEPARTMENTS. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas    

California  and  Nevada 

Colorado  and  Wyoming 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georfi^la 

Idaho   

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michijcan 

Minnesota 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakou 

New  York 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Potomac 

Rhode  Island 

South  Dakou 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina 

Washington  and  Alaska 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Total 

■.•66  cents  excess  payment. 

b.— I4.67  excess  payment. 

c  •Ix.oo  excess  payment. 

d. •1x3.05  per  capita  tax  on  delinquent 

members, 
e.— Iz.03  excess  payment. 
f.—a  cents  excess  payment.^l 


Tbems 

.  3X.  X897. 

Ending. 

Dec 

June  30,  X898. 

*Jil 

la  50 
275 

10  93 

933 

6694 

6600 

32  00 

28  7X 

7X  85 

67  01 

\t 

588 

477 

7  14 

7  33 

955 

470 

30343 

399  99 

»3X05 

22707 

630 
X8824 

x4ti 

16590 

X2  86 

7408 
x6  05 

9832 

9560 

26376 

35  54 
25183 

197  89 

198  xo 

9408 

M88 

170  15 

16S46 

5  7X 

579 

81  13 

81  20 

51  45 

5009 

7976 

7839 

2  ot 

196 

762 

6  00 

45646 
377  8a 

444  6x 
37360 

17  00 

X4  45 

23  99 

414  18 

406  20 

35  X7 

3478 

^87 

23  89 

2835 

IS 

X095 

2  50 
54  71 

411 

14  62 

X405 

1 

34  60 

25  60 

19  74 

16  70 

13544 

X3677 

I397242 


I3820  06 


g.— 5  cents  excess  payment, 
h.— 35  cents  excess  payment. 
1,-7  cents  excess  payment, 
k.— $3.03  excess  payment. 
I.— 18.59  per  capita  tax  on  delinquent 
members. 
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X. — Account  Qtrreni,  for  year  ending  August  lo,  1898. 

Cash  Dr. 

To  balance  on  hand  August  10,  1897. 

General  fund $     33  90 

Grant  Monument  fund S»733  4^ 

Sherman  Monument  fund 221  78 

Southern  Memorial  fund 1,413  24 

Received  from  sales  o£  supplies 7.346  22 

Received  from  per  capita  tax 7»792  48 

Received  from  Southern  Memorial  fund    .   .    .  i>294  95 

Received  interest  on  Sherman  Monument  fund  4  87 

Received  interest  on  Grant  Monument  fund  .  116  52 

Received  interest  on  U.  S.  Bonds 640  00 


^7»402  34 


Cr. 
Expenditures. 

For  bills  for  supplies  due  and  unpaid  by  A.  J. 

Burbank,  Quartermaster  General  ....  |    802  42 

For  supplies  and  blanks 6,721  93 

For  traveling  expenses 538  95 

For  salaries 900  00 

For  office  expenses 398  00 

For  Grant  Monument  fund 72  25 

For  Southern  Memorial  fund 1,267  34 

For  postage  stationery  and  incidentals  ....  3,993  70 


I17.195  04 
^24,597  38 


114,694  59 


Total  balance  on  hand $9>9^2  79 

To  be  credited  as  follows : 

General  fund $2,457  60 

Grant  Monument  fund    . 5,777  69 

Sherman  Monument  fund 226  65 

Southern  Memorial  fund 1440  85 

f9,902  79 
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XI. — Assets  and  Investtnenis, 


ASSETS. 

Cash  General  fund ^2,457  60 

"     Grant  Monument  Fund 5»777  69 

"     Sherman  Monument  Fund 226  65 

•*     Southern  Memorial  Fund i»440  85 

Total  cash ^9i902  79 

Value  of  supplies  on  hand  (cost) 1,06881 

Gun  metal  in  hands  of  J.  K.  Davison 38448 

Lithograph  stones 20  00 

Electro  plates 9  00 

;$i  1.385  08 

INVESTMENTS. 

United  States  bonds,  4  per  cent,  due  1907,  par  value 1 1 6,000  00 

(Market  value,  ^17,920.00.) 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT  OF  CHARLES  BURROWS,  Q.  M. 
FOR  THE  PERIOD  COMMENCING  AUGUST  loth,  1898, 
AND  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  26th,  1898. 


Received  from  sale  of  Supplies ^387  28 

Received  from  Massachusetts  division,  Sons  of  Vet> 

erans,  for  Southern  Memorial  Fund  •    .   .    .  25  00 

Received  for  Clarkson  Testimonial 30  00 

Total f442  28 

Balance  on  hand  August  loth,  1898 9i902  79 

^10,345  07 

EXPENDITURES. 

W.  H.  Armstrong,  Clarkson  Testimonial ^475  00 

**  expenses  Clarkson  Testimonial  .  7  35 

**  **       attending  meeting    Ex. 

Committee 6  50 

Ell  Torrance,  expenses  as  Chairman  of  Committee 

on  Monument  to  Patriotic  Women  of  America  66  50 

Ell  Torrance,  Jttdge   Advocate   General,    expenses 

attending  32d  National  Encampment    ...  13  00 

Frank  C.  Bruner,  expenses  attending  32d  National 

Encampment 65  00 

Robert  W.  Hill,  expenses  attending  32d   National 

Encampment  Ex.  Committee 40  00 

Ellwood   Craig,  expenses  attending  32d   National 

Encampment  Ex.  Committee 15  50 

Luman  L.  Cadwell,  expenses  attending  32d  National 

Encampment  Ex.  Committee 32  50 

Thomas  W.  Scott,  expenses,  etc 18  80 

F.  M.  Sterrett,  expenses,  etc 19  00 

Charles  Burrows,  Q.  M.  G.,  expenses  to  Cincinnati 

and  office  expenses 90  60 

J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Commander-in-Chief,   expenses  at- 
tending 32d  National  Encampment  ....  34  84 
J.  L.  Bennett,  Stenographer  for  Cincinnati  Encamp't                200  00 

11,084  59 

Balance  turned  over  to  Fred  W.  Spink,  Q.  M.  G.  l9,26o  48 

To  be  credited  as  follows  : — 

General  Fund ^1,790  29 

Southern  Memorial  Pund    ....    1,465  85 

Grant  Monument  Fund 5»777  69 

Sherman  Monument  Fund  ....       226  65 

^9,260  48 
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Report  of  Inspector-General. 


Office  of  Inspector-General, 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  August  7,  1898. 
Thos.  J.  Stewart, 

AdjL  General,  G.  A.  R., 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Comrade  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report,  including  a 
summary  of  the  statistics  received  from  Department  Inspectors  and 
extracts  from  the  reports  of  Assistant  Inspectors-General. 

The  reports  from  Department  Inspectors  show  that  the  organi- 
zation is  still  strong  and  in  good  condition,  although  rapidly  de- 
creasing in  numbers.  The  statistical  table  drawn  from  these  reports, 
and  herewith  submitted,  should  not  be  regarded  as  a  strictly  ac- 
curate statement  of  the  conditions  prevailing  on  December  31, 
1897,  inasmuch  as  reports  are  still  lacking  from  three  Departments 
— Arkansas,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  and  Nebraska — and  those 
from  several  Departments,  as  shown  by  the  table,  are  defective  in 
greater  or  less  degree ;  that  from  Kansas,  the  last  to  reach  this 
office,  being  lamentably  deficient.  Some  of  the  Inspector  seem 
cognizant  of  the  fact  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  fix  a  date 
within  which  they  shall  submit  to  the  Inspector-General  a  con- 
solidated report,  but  the  great  majority  prefer  to  delay  six  or 
eight  weeks  after  the  date  fixed,  while  some  delay  five  or  six 
months,  and  others  make  no  report  at  all  and  make  no  reply  to 
communications  from  this  office.  The  reports  received  came  in 
the  following  chronological  order:  December — i,  Delaware.  Jan- 
uary— 2,  Utah  ;  3,  Potomac  ;  4,  Arizona ;  5,  New  Hampshire  ; 
6,  Rhode  Island ;  7,  Idaho ;  8,  Oregon  ;  9,  Texas ;  10,  Maine  \ 
II,  Maryland;  12,  Pennsylvania;  13,  Georgia;  14,  So.  Dakota; 
March— 15,  Illinois;  16,  New  Jersey;  17,  Indiana;  18,  Indian 
Territory;  19,  Florida;  20,  New  York;  21,  Connecticut;  22 
West  Virginia;  23,  California;  24,  Kentucky;  25,  Vermont; 
26,  Massachusetts;  27,  Alabama;  28,  Colorado;    29,  Tennessee; 
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30,  Minnesota:  31,  Virginia:  32,  Missouri;  33,  Montana;  34, 
Michigan.  April — 35,  Ohio;  36,  Wisconsin  ;  37,  Oklahoma;  38, 
New  Mexico.  May — 39,  Iowa;  40,  Washington.  August— 41, 
North  Dakota ;  42,  Kansas. 

In  order  to  secure  greater  uniformity  in  the  reports  from  the 
Assistant  Inspectors-General  and  to  exclude  from  these  reports 
matters  summarized  in  the  other  reports,  I  issued  March  22d,  the 
following : 

Circular  No.  i : 

Assistant  Inspectors-General  are  requested  to  forward  to  these 
Headquarters  on  or  before  June  i,  1898,  a  report  upon  the  matters 
specified  below,  classifying  and  numbering  the  answers  as  follows  : 

I.  Department,  i.  Condition  of  Department  Headquarters. 
2.  Observance  of  Memorial  Day  by  Posts.  3.  To  what  extent  do 
Department  officers  visit  Posts?  4.  Any  new  Posts?  5.  Business 
of  National  import  at  last  Encampment.  6.  General  condition 
of  Department.     7.  How  many  Posts  own  burial  lots. 

II.  AuxiUiary  Organizations'.  i.  Sons  of  Veterans.  2. 
Woman's  Relief  Corps.     3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

III.  Homes ^  Number  and  Condition:  i.  State  Soldiers 
Homes.  2.  National  Soldiers  Homes.  3.  G.  A.  R.  Homes.  4. 
W.  R.  Corps'  Homes.  5.  Soldiers'  Orphans  Homes.  6.  Amount 
of  "State  Aid." 

IV.  Schools :  I.  Participation  in  observance  of  Memorial 
Day.  2.  Does  "Old  Glory"  float  over  school-houses?  3.  Do 
Comrades  hold  patriotic  exercises  in  schools?  5.  How  is  the 
History  of  the  Civil  War  taught  ? 

V.  Public,  I.  Do  the  people  generally  observe  Memorial 
Day?  2.  What  is  the  public  moral  and  social  support  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  ?  3.  How  many  Posts  have  associate 
members  ? 

The  answers  to  this  circular  are  very  gratifying,  though  many 
were  tardy.  Some  of  them  are  rather  long,  but  I  venture  to  sub- 
mit them  almost  entire,  as  they  contain  so  much  valuable  informa- 
tion worthy  of  being  printed  in  the  "Journal."  As  models  of 
their  kind  I  should  mention  those  from  Georgia,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania  and  Tepflc??^, 
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Those  from  Alabama,  Colorado,  Connecticut,  Maryland,  Michigan, 
Missouri,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey  and  Rhode  Island,  are  also 
excellent.  Several  others  are  fair,  and  only  a  few  poor,  while  a 
few  are  quite  unsatisfactory,  and  two  or  three  hardly  worth  printing. 
Seven  came  in  before  June  ist,  the  limit  set  in  the  circular:  i. 
Texas;  2,  (Jeorgia;  3,  Tennessee;  4,  Michigan;  5,  So.  Dakota; 
6,  Ohio ;  7,  Oregon ;  Seventeen  in  June  •-  8,  New  York ;  9,  Ala- 
bama; 10,  Massachusetts;  11,  Delaware;  12,  New  Hampshire; 
13,  Iowa;  14,  Connecticut;  15,  New  Jersey;  16,  Illinois;  17, 
California;  18,  Missouri:  19,  Colorado;  20,  Washington;  21, 
Maryland ;  22,  Utah ;  23,  Oklahoma ;  24,  Idaho.  Nine  in  July : 
25,  Potomac;  26,  Pennsylvania;  27, Vermont;  28,  Rhode Islrfhd; 
29,  Florida;  30,  Arkansas :  31,  Minnesota;  32,  Indiana;  33,  In- 
dian Territory.  Twelve  are  still  delinquent :  Arizona,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  Maine,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
New  Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  West 
Virginia  and  Wisconsin.  There  are  extenuating  circumstances  in 
the  case  of  Comrade  S.  W.  Eager,  of  Wisconsin,  who  has  been  in 
Florida  ill.  Comrade  Thurston,  of  North  Dakota,  and  Nimocks, 
of  Kansas,  nuike  excuses.  The  other  comrades  who  accepted  the 
position  and  honors,  seem  to  think  the  office  imposes  no  duties,  not 
even  the  duty  of  replying  to  orders  from  these  Headquarters. 

Notwithstanding  the  delinquencies  here  alluded  to,  I  am  con- 
vinced from  a  careful  study  of  the  reports  that  the  order  is  in  a 
healthy  condition  and  still  doing  very  efficient  work  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  our  beloved  land.  I  have  had  a  rare 
opportunity  during  the  past  year  to  meet  with  comrades  in  many 
Departments,  not  only  in  the  East  when  attending  "Camp  Fires*' 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief,  but  in  the  far  West  and  along  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  everywhere  I  found  a  hearty  welcome,  and 
learn  that  the  "Boys"  are  prouder  than  ever  that  they  helped  to 
keep  our  country  united  and  **  Old  Glory  "  unsullied. 

I  desire  to  extend  to  our  Commander-in-Chief  my  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  the  honor  so  unexpectedly  conferred  upon 
me,  and  to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  your  many  kindnesses 
during  the  past  year. 

In  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty, 

ALONZO  WILLIAMS, 

Inspector  General. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORTS  OF  ASSISTANT 
INSPECTORS-GENERAL. 


ALABAMA. 
A.  P.  Stone,  A.  I.  G. 

1.  Alabama  Dei>artment  Headquarters  are  located  at  Birmingham, 
whcfe  they  have  been  continuously  since  the  Department  was  organ- 
ized. Assistant  Adjutant  General  £.  D.  Bacon  has  been  in  charge  for 
several  years  and  is  an  efficient  officer— the  oracle  of  his  Post  and  De- 
partment in  matters  pertaining  to  the  order.  The  office  is  conducted 
in  a  business-like  manner. 

2.  Memorial  Day  passes  unnoticed  in  this  Department  except  by 
the  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  its  immediate 
friends.  Simple  but  appropriate  exercises  are  held  by  our  Posts  on 
that  day,  and  all  accessible  graves  of  Union  defenders  are  visited  by 
details  or  by  Posts  in  a  body.  We  believe  the  Departments  of  the  South 
very  generally  would  favor  the  changing  of  Memorial  Day  from  May 
30th  to  the  third  or  fourth  Sunday  of  May.  The  occasion  can  never  be 
made  a  holiday  in  any  sense  in  the  South,  and  as  its  duties  and  offices 
are  of  a  strictly  sacred  nature,  they  would  in  no  way  conflict  with  the 
usages  of  Sunday  as  commonly  observed  by  Americans. 

3.  Rarely  do  Department  officers  visit  Posts— great  distances  and 
widely- scattered  membership  the  principal  reason. 

4.  No  new  Posts  were  organized  in  this  Department  during  the 
past  year.  It  is  rumored  that  a  body  of  native  Union  veterans,  living  in 
a  remote  settlement  of  northern  Alabama,  have  organized  an  inde- 
pendent Post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  As  yet  we  have  had 
no  communication  with  them  and  cannot  establish  the  fact. 

5.  None  but  routine  business  was  transacted  at  the  last  and  Tenth 
Department  Encampment. 

6.  Only  one  Post  of  this  Department  owns  a  burial  lot.  This  be- 
longs to  George  A.  Custer  Post,  of  Birmingham  ;  is  neatly  fenced  and 
kept,  and  is  situated  on  a  high  eminence  overlooking  the  city  of  Bir- 
mingham ;  has  a  handsome  monument  inscribed  to  '*  Our  Dead.'' 

7.  General  condition  of  this  Department  is  not  prosperous,  though 
ibme  of  the  Posts  are  holding  their  own.    The  friendly  appreciation  of 
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the  public  for  past  services,  the  support  of  patriotic  people  and  friends, 
are  lacking  to  encourage  the  timid  and  support  the  strong.  Fear  of 
jeopardizing  business  interests  holds  back  many  veterans  from  joining 
the  order  here,  where  social  and  business  ostracism  is  the  weapon  still 
used  to  pay  off  grudges  and  keep  alive  animosities  of  the  late  war.  It 
may  not  be  generally  known  that  northern  Alabama  furnished  one  or 
two  regiments  for  the  Union  during  the  sixties,  but  such  is  the  fact. 
These  men  are  a  peculiar  class,  but  of  undoubted  loyalty  to  country 
and  flag,  shy  and  somewhat  unsocial  towards  their  Northern  comrades, 
and  very  little  inclined  to  fraternize  with  our  order. 

8.  Of*  auxiliary  organizations"  there  are  none  in  this  Department 
except  one  Camp  of  Sons  of  Veterans.  This  is  quite  prosperous,  being 
located  in  a  city  where  this  class  of  men  are  most  numerous.  Their  his- 
tory, conduct  and  prospects  are  an  inspiration  to  the  old  veterans. 

9.  No  **  Homes"  have  been  established  in  this  Department,  though 
the  need  is  apparent,  where  climate  and  cost  of  support  would  greatly 
favor  such  an  institution.  Nowhere  is  there  a  larger  percentage  of  des- 
titute among  our  country's  defenders  and  their  dependent  ones  than 
here,  and  conditions  following  the  war  have  effected  little  change  for 
the  better.     Poverty  was  invited  when  the  great  war  began. 

10.  Schools  and  people  generally  do  not  participate  in  observance 
of  Memorial  Day  in  this  Department.  The  National  Flag  has  been 
furnished  to  a  few  schools,  but  is  used  very  rarely,  though  the  present 
war  with  Spain  attracts  some  attention  to  this  matter  in  a  public  way, 
but  not  observed  by  schools  under  State  direction 


ARKANSAS. 
A.  S.  Fowler,  A.  I.  G. 

I  would  state  that  I  have  endeavored  to  get  sufficient  information 
concerning  our  Department  so  as  to  make  somewhat  of  an  intelligent 
report,  but  up  to  this  time  I  have  not  been  able  to  receive  the  necessary 
data  to  enable  me  to  make  an  intelligent  report.  However,  I  would 
state  that  our  Department  Headquarters  are  in  better  shape  than  they 
were.  Two  years  ago  our  Department  was  almost  a  wreck  through  the 
negligence  and  dereliction  of  our  Assistant  Adjutant  General  at  that 
time,  Silas  K.  Robinson.  The  Department  is  in  much  better  shape 
now,  and  our  comrades  throughout  the  State  pretty  generally  observe 
Memorial  Day.  Our  Dei>artment  Officers  vbit  the  Posts,  but  not  per- 
haps as  frequently  as  they  should.  We  have  had  several  new  Posts  in- 
stituted, the  exact  number  I  cannot  say,  but  glad  to  state  that  the  gen- 
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eral  condition  of  our  E>epartment  is  improving.  I  do  not  know  of  any 
Posts  owning  their  own  burial  grounds  ;  neither  do  I  know  of  any  or- 
ganization in  our  State  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  or  Woman's  Relief 
Corps.  We  had  a  Relief  Corps  instituted  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  with  a 
chartered  membership  of  something  near  fifty,  several  years  ago,  but 
they  finally  disbanded.  We  have  a  Circle  of  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
in  Little  Rock,  which  is  very  prosperous  and  renders  valuable  services 
to  our  comrades,  both  in  the  way  of  helping  comrades  who  need  assist- 
ance, and  especially  in  assisting  the  Posts  on  Memorial  Day.  We  have 
no  Homes  of  any  description  in  our  State  for  the  old  soldiers  or  Grand 
Army.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have  not  had  our  glorious  Old  Flag 
floating  over  our  school-houses,  but  I  am  most  happy  to  say  that  our 
school  board  has  passed  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Schools  to  have  Old  Glory  placed  upon  their  school-houses  in 
our  city.  This  is  quite  a  new  departure  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and 
one,  which  I  thank  God,  I  have  lived  to  see. 

The  history  of  the  Civil  War  is  a  thing  that  there  is  very  little  said 
about  in  our  Public  Schools,  and  I  do  hope  that  I  will  live  to  see  the 
day  when  it  will  be  taught  more  liberally  in  the  schools  of  the  South. 


CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA. 
J.  S.  Geisting,  A.  I.  G. 

1.  Department : 

(i).  Condition  of  Department  Headquarters — Good.  (2).  Observ- 
ance of  Memorial  Day  by  Posts— General.  (3).  To  what  extent  do  De- 
partment officers  visit  Posts ?— Generally.  (4).  Any  new  Posts? — One. 
(5).  Business  of  National  import  at  last  Encampment — None.  (6). 
General  condition  of  the  Department — Good.  (7).  How  many  Posts 
own  burial  lots  ?— Not  known. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations  : 

(i).  Sons  of  Veterans— 15  Camps.  (2).  Woman's  Relief  Corps— 
69  Corps.    (3).  ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.— Do  not  know ;  no  reports. 

3.  Homes  :  Number  and  Condition. 

(i).  State  Soldiers*  Homes— One.  (2).  National  Soldiers' Home- 
One  (3).  G.  A.  R.  Homes— One.  (4).  W.  R.  Corps  Homes— One. 
State  pays  I12.50  per  capita  and  Corps  contribute  in  addition  for  build- 
ings and  repairs.  (5).  Soldiers' Orphans' Homes— None.  (6)  Amount 
of  State  Aid— 1 1 2. 50  per  month  on  300  men. 
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4.  Schools  : 

(i).  Participation  in  observance  of  Memorial  Day — General.  (2). 
Does  "Old  Glory  "  float  over  school-houses  ?— Yes.  (3).  Do  comrades 
hold  patriotic  exercises  in  schools  ?— Yes.  (4).  How  is  the  History  of 
the  Civil  War  taught  ?— Reading  of  school  history,  talics  with  pupils  and 
by  song. 

5.  Public : 

(i).  Do  the  people  generally  observe  Memorial  Day? — Yes.  (a)- 
What  is  the  public,  moral  and  social  support  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  ?— Good.  (3).  How  many  Posts  have  associate  members  ?«- 
None. 


COLORADO  AND  WYOMING. 
J.  J.  Fitzgerrell,  A.  I.  G. 

In  pursuance  to  your  request  of  March  22nd,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  in  answer  to  your  different  inquiries  : 

X.  The  condition  of  the  business  as  conducted  at  Department 
Headquarters  is  first-class.  Department  Headquarters  is  permanently 
located  in  Room  30,  State  Capitol,  Denver,  Colorado,  by  act  of  the 
Legislature.  The  room  is  large  and  commodious,  on  the  first  floor. 
There  is  also  in  said  room  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  war  relics  in 
charge  of  a  custodian  paid  by  the  State.  There  is  also  a  large  vault  for 
care  of  Department  Records,  During  the  past  year  the  Assistant  Adiu- 
tant  General,  who  is  also  acting  Assistant  Quartermaster  General,  has 
given  all  his  time  to  the  office  at  Department  Headquarters. 

2.  Memorial  Day  was  generally  observed  by  the  Posts  in  this  De- 
partment. 

3.  The  Department  Commander  and  Department  Officers  visited 
most  all  of  the  Posts  in  this  Department  during  the  past  year,  and  by 
their  example  and  energy  infused  new  life  into  the  Department. 

4.  There  was  one  new  Post  with  25  members  instituted  during  the 
past  year.  Nine  Posts  re-instated  and  one  Post  surrendered  its  charter. 
The  increase  in  membership  during  the  past  year  over  all  loss  was  246 
members. 

5.  No  business  of  National  importance  at  last  Encampment 

6.  The  general  condition  of  Department  is  good.  The  Department 
is  out  of  debt,  and  has  a  bank  account  of  about  |i.ioo  with  the  per 
capita  tax  for  June,  1898,  soon  coming  in. 

7.  The  G.  A.  R.  Cemetery  Association,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  owns 
a  splendid  G.  A.  R.  Cemetery,  well  kept  and  the  pride  of  the  eight 
Posts  of  the  city.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  G.  A.  R.  Cemetery  in  the 
Department. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


122  Thirty-s^ond  National  Encampment 

Auxiliary  Organizations  : 

I.  There  are  a  number  of  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  in  this  De- 
partment ;  they  hold  their  Department  Encampment  at  the  same  time 
the  G.  A.  R.  hold  theirs.  2.  There  are  24  Relief  Corps  in  the  Depart- 
ment. They  are  quite  active  and  hold  their  Department  Meeting  at  the 
same  time  the  G-  A.  R.  hold  their  Encampment.  3.  The  ladies  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  are  in  the  same  condition  as  the  Relief  Corps,  and  the  same 
remark  applies  to  them. 

Homes: 

I.  Our  State  Soldiers*  Home  is  well  managed,  and  Col.  S.  M.  French, 
the  Commander,  and  his  wife,  are  the  right  persons  in  the  right  place. 
It  has  the  nucleus  of  a  good  library  for  the  use  of  inmates.  The  soldiers' 
Home,  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  though  smaller,  is  a  model,  and  the 
Col.  F.  A.  Stizer,  an  old  soldier,  who  is  also  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State,  is  just  the  man  for  the  place.  2.  There  are  no  National  Soldiers' 
Homes.  3.  There  are  no  G.  A.  R.  Homes  in  this  Department.  4. 
There  are  no  Woman's  Relief  Home  in  this  Department.  5.  No 
Soldiers*  Orphans  Homes  in  this  Department.  6.  The  last  Legislature 
appropriated  $40,000  to  support  the  Soldiers*  Home  for  the  years  1897- 
98,  then  we  get  1 100  from  the  General  Government  for  each  inmate. 

Schools  : 

I .  The  schools,  generally,  in  this  Department,  have  participrnted  with 
the  different  Posts  in  the  exercises  of  Memorial  Day.  2.  '  *  Old  Glory  " 
waves  over  the  school  houses  of  this  Department,  as  a  rule.  3.  A  few 
of  the  Posts  in  Denver  hold  patriotic  exercises  in  the  schoob,  but  no 
where  else  to  my  knowledge.  4.  The  history  of  the  Civil  War  is  taught 
by  the  school  books. 

Public : 

I.  The  people  generally,  throughout  this  Department,  fall  in  with 
the  Posts  and  observe  Memorial  Day,  and  participate  in  the  exercises 
both  at  the  cemetery  and  in  the  halls.  2.  The  public  support,  morally 
and  socially,  given  the  G.  A.  R.  throughout  this  Department,  is  generally 
very  good  and  of  a  flattering  character.  3.  None  of  the  Posts  have 
associate  members. 

In  closing  my  report,  allow  me  to  eulogize  in  the  strongest  possible 
mannner,  the  energy  and  faithfulness  shown  by  the  Department  Com- 
mander, Gen.  U.  S.  Hollister,  in  his  command  of  the  Department  during 
the  past  year.  He  is  a  man  of  unusual  executive  ability,  and  has  de- 
voted much  time  and  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  in  visiting 
almost  every  Post  in  the  Department,  and  by  his  example  has  brought 
several  back  into  line,  as  well  as  increasing  the  energy  of  the  Posts 
already  organized.  The  Department  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming  is  in 
good  condition  financially  and  otherwise. 
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CONNECTICUT. 

John  G.  Packer,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

I.  The  Department  Headquarters  are  in  first-class  condition.  The 
books  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Quartermaster  General  are 
models  of  neatness  and  correct  in  every  particular,  and  the  foregoing 
officials  are  deserving  of  highest  praise  for  their  faithful  and  efficient 
work. 

2.  Memorial  Day  is  generally  observed  in  this  Department  as  set 
apart  and  sanctified  to  the  memory  of  our  brave  comrades. 

3.  Department  Commander  G.  D.  Bates,  accompanied  by  Junior 
Vice-Commander  Charles  M.  Scranton  and  Senior  Aide- de-Camp  A.  S. 
Chickering,  have  officially  visited  every  Post  in  this  Department  during 
the  year  1897,  thus  making  a  record  never  before  accomplished  in  the 
history  of  this  Department. 

4.  No  new  Posts  have  been  organized  in  this  Department  during 
the  past  year. 

5.  No  business  of  National  importance  was  transacted  at  the  State 
Encampment. 

6.  The  general  condition  of  the  Department  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut is  very  satisfactory. 

7.  Thirty  Posts  in  this  Department  own  burial  lots. 

Auxiliary  Organizations  : 

I.  There  are  twenty-five  Camps  ot  Sons  of  Veterans  in  this  Depart- 
ment, numbering  784  members,  all  working  in  perfect  harmony  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  the  veterans  should  give  such  support 
and  encouragement  that  none  need  to  surrender  its  charter.  2.  There 
are  48  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  this  Department,  with  a  membership  of 
8,242 — all  active,  prospering  and  materially  aiding  the  Posts  to  which 
they  are  auxiliary— and  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Noroton  have  cause  to 
thank  and  bless  them  for  the  many  substantial  aids  of  kindness  in  fur- 
nishing delicacies,  literature  and  articles  of  comfort  for  the  inmates. 
3.  There  are  four  organizations  of  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Homes  : 

There  is  one  State  Soldiers*  Home  located  at  Noroton  Heights,  and 
we  point  to  it  with  just  feelings  ot  pride  as  one  of  the  best  Homes  for 
needy  comrades  in  existence.  Present  number  of  inmates  at  the  Home 
is  406.  National  Soldiers'  Homes — None.  G.  A.  R.  Homes— None. 
Women's  Relief  Corps  Homes— None.  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Homes— 
None.    Amount  of  State  aid— |7. 857-74. 
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Schools : 

I.  The  schools  in  some  parts  of  the  State  assist  in  the  observance 
of  Memorial  Day,  but  it  is  not  as  general  in  my  opinion  as  it  ought  to  be. 
2.  The  Star  Spangled  Banner  in  triumph  waves  over  every  school-house 
in  the  State.  3.  Comrades  do  not  generally  hold  patriotic  services 
in  the  schools.  4.  There  is  no  uniform  History  of  the  Civil  War  taught 
in  this  Department.  Every  District  appears  to  have  a  different  history, 
and  while  some  are  very  impartial,  some  are  more  or  less  colored. 

Public  : 

I.  Memorial  Day  is  a  legal  holiday  in  Connecticut.  2.  The  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  is  loyally  supported  in  this  State.  3.  There  are 
seven  Posts  having  associate  members. 


DELAWARE. 

William  Kelly,  Jr.,  A.  I.  G. 

1.  Department  : 

I.  The  condition  of  Department  Headquarters  is  good.  2.  All 
the  Posts  in  this  Department  observe  Memorial  Day,  and  place  flags 
and  flowers  on  all  graves,  and  also  keep  Memorial  Sunday  by  attending 
church.  3.  The  Department  oflicers  during  the  last  two  years  have  not 
visited  the  Posts ;  last  year  the  Posts  of  this  city  did  not  get  a  visit  from 
the  Department  Commander  or  the  Senior  Vice  -  Department  Com- 
mander^  but  they  did  get  one  visit  from  the  Junior  Vice-Department 
Commander.  4.  No  new  Posts.  5.  The  Department  made  the  follow- 
ing new  laws  :  Reducing  the  per  capita  tax  from  25  cents  to  20  cents  per 
year  ;  consolidating  the  departments  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General 
and  Quartermaster  General ;  the  Department  Commander  to  serve 
without  pay  and  for  honor  only  ;  resolutions  requesting  our  representa- 
tives in  Congress  to  vote  for  the  National  Battlefield  Parks  as  requested 
in  General  Orders.  6.  General  condition  of  this  Department  at  this 
time  is  very  good.  8.  No  Posts  own  burial  lots,  but  the  Wilmington 
and  Brandywine  Cemetery  have  given  to  the  City  Post  a  large  lot  in 
which  to  bury  all  ex-soldiers  who  die  in  this  vicinity,  and  have  had  it 
since  1862,  and  the  cemetery  keeps  it  in  good  shape  for  us. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations  : 

I.  Three  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans — two  in  Wilmington  and  one 
in  Smyrna.  2.  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  None.  3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
one  in  Wilmington.  All  the  Posts  have  Ladies'  Aid  Societies  to  help 
them. 
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3.    Homes : 

I.  We  have  no  Soldiers'  Homes  in  this  State.  We  sent  a  number  to 
Hampton  Home.  2.  This  State  pays  $2$  towards  burying  all  soldiers 
who  die  in  this  State  when  applied  for  by  a  Post  through  the  Department 
Commander. 

4-   Schools : 

I.  The  school  children  take  a  very  active  part  on  Memorial  Day  in 
decorating  the  graves  in  this  State,  and  furnish  nearly  all  the  flowers  for 
that  purpose.  2.  Old  glory  floats  from  every  school-house  in  this  State. 
The  Legislature  of  this  State  has  ordered  Old  Glory  on  every  school- 
house  at  the  State's  expense,  and  the  School  Board  of  Wilmington  has 
ordered  it  to  float  day  and  night  over  all  city  schools.  3.  They  do  not^ 
but  the  schools  have  patriotic  services  every  little  while,  especially  on 
Washington's  Birthday  and  other  holidays.  4.  Bensiger  &  Brothers' 
History  of  the  United  States  is  used,  and  they  are  taught  that  the  North 
was  right  and  the  Union  must  be  preserved  at  all  cost. 

5.     Public : 

I.  The  people  of  this  State  observe  Memorial  Day  in  a  fitting  man- 
ner, as  this  State  made  it  a  legal  holiday  ;  but  some  want  to  make  it  a 
day  of  games  and  sport,  and  we  are  trying  to  get  it  out  of  them.  2.  The 
public,  social  and  moral  support  of  the  G.  A.  R. :  The  public  support  is 
not  very  good  ;  the  social  support  is  all  that  could  be  required,  and  the 
moral  support  is  excellent.  3.  None  of  the  Posts  have  associate  members. 


FLORIDA. 

George  L.  Fox,  A.  L  G. 
X.    Department  : 

( I ).  Condition  of  Department  Headquarters,  Fair.  (2).  Observance 
of  Memorial  Day  by  Posts,  Good.  (3).  To  what  extent  do  Department 
Officers  visit  Posts,  Little.  (4).  Any  new  Posts  ?  No.  (5)*  Business  of 
National  import  at  last  Encampment,  None.  (6).  How  many  Posts 
own  burial  lots?  Some.     (7)-  General  condition  of  Department,  Fair. 

2.    Auxiliary  Organizations  : 

(i).  Sons  of  Veterans,  Very  fine.  (2).  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
Some.     (3.)  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R,  None. 

Homes  ;  number  and  condition 

(i)  State  Soldiers' Homes,  None.  (2)  National  Soldiers'  Homes, 
None.  (3).  G.  A.  R.  Homes,  None.  (4).  W.  R.  Corps  Homes,  None. 
(5).  Soldiers'  Orphans  Home,  None,  (6).  Amount  of  "State  aid," 
None. 
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4.  Schools : 

(i).  Participation  in  observance  of  Memorial  Day,  Some.  (2). 
Does  **01d  Glory**  float  over  school-houses?  A  few.  (3).  Do  com- 
rades hold  patriotic  exercises  in  schools  ?  No.  (4)  How  is  the  History 
of  the  Civil  War  taught  ? 

5.  Public : 

(I).  Do  the  people  generally  observe  Memorial  Day?  Very  little. 
(2).  What  is  the  public,  social  and  moral  support  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  ?  Fair  among  Northern  people.  (3).  How  many  Posts  have 
associate  members  ?  None 


GEORGIA. 

J.  T.  Eichberg,  A.  I.  G. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  transmitted  in  your  Circular  No.  i, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  Report  for  the  Department  of 
Georgia,  G.  A.  R.: 

The  Department  Headquarters  are  located  in  Atlanta,  although  the 
Commander  resides  in  Summerville,  S.  C,  which  state  is  included  in  the 
Department.  I  have  made  a  close  inspection  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant 
General's  office  and  find  all  records  complete  and  excellently  well  kept- 
Department  General  and  Special  orders  are  issued,  as  occasion  requires 
and  cover  everything  of  interest.  These,  with  National  General  Orders* 
have  been  promptly  distributed  to  the  several  Posts. 

Memorial  Day  services  in  this  Department  are  mostly  confined  to 
the  four  National  Cemeteries,  although  local  services  are  also  held  in 
several  places.  At  Marietta,  Andersonville.  Beaufort  and  Florence, 
where  these  Cemeteries  are  located,  the  services  conducted  by  various 
G.  A.  R.  Posts  are  invariably  imposing  and  impressive  and  are  attended 
by  large  concourses  of  people.  For  several  years  past  they  have  con- 
tinued to  grow  in  importance,  and  increasing  interest  is  being  manifested 
in  each  community  where  the  cemeteries  are  located.  Each  of  the 
37,000  graves  is  decorated  with  a  flag  and  a  floral  offering.  This  duty  is 
faithfully  performed  each  year  at  considerable  expense  beyond  the  funds 
received  from  the  Quartermaster  General  for  the  purpose. 

Department  Officers  visit  Posts  as  much  as  possible.  The  Posts  are 
widely  scattered  over  a  large  territory,  and  everything  essential  must 
necessarily  be  accomplished  mainly  through  correspondence. 

Since  Jan.  ist  last,  one  new  and  flourishing  Post  has  been  organized, 
John  A.  Logan  Post  No.  19,  at  Fitzgerald,  Ga. 
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At  the  Tenth  Department  Encampment,  held  at  Atlanta,  March  3rd 
last,  a  resolution  was  adopted  warmly  endorsing  the  action  and  attitude 
of  President  McKinley  on  the  Cuban  question,  pledging  the  fullest  sup- 
port whether  the  result  be  war  or  peace.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  further  the  efforts  already  made  to  secure  from  the  Government  a 
Soldiers*  Home  or  Sanitarium  on  the  site  of  Castle  Pinckney,  in  Charles- 
ton Harbor. 

No  Post  owns  a  burial  lot.  Interments  are  made  at  the  National 
Cemeteries,  when  desired. 

The  general  condition  of  ♦he  Department  is  the  best  in  its  history. 
It  is  probable  that  the  accessions  to  membership  will  considerably  ex- 
ceed the  losses  during  the  year. 

There  are  only  three  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  in  this  Department 
although  a  renewed  interest  is  being  aroused  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
beneficial.  A  committee  was  appointed  at  the  Tenth  Department  En- 
campment, of  G.  A.  R.  men,  to  aid  in  organizing  Camps.  The  enclosed 
Special  Department  Order  No.  i  will  indicate  the  successful  work  which 
the  ranking  officer  of  the  Order  in  this  State  is  doing. 

There  are  several  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  the  Department  but  not 
enough  to  make  a  State  Organization,  and  they  each  report  to  National 
Headquarters. 

The  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  are  organized  at  Fitzgerald,  Ga.,  the 
only  ones  in  the  Department. 

There  are  no  home  for  Union  Soldiers  in  the  Department,  or  their 
orphans,  and  no  State  aid.  We  hope  to  have  a  National  Soldiers' 
Home  located  in  Charleston  Harbor,  the  outlook  being  favorable. 

The  public  schools  are  not  an  element  in  the  observance  of  Me- 
morial Day  excepting  at  Beaufort,  S.  C  The  History  of  the  Civil  War 
is  taught  mainly  from  a  Southern  standpoint.  No  patriotic  exercises  are 
held  in  the  schools.  By  action  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the 
Common  Council,  (unamimous),  **  Old  Glory*'  is  to  float  over  each  of 
the  twenty-one  school-houses  in  Atlanta,  I500  having  been  appropriated 
for  the  purpose. 

The  public  generally,  does  not  properly  observe  Memorial  Day, 
May  30th.  Confederate  Memorial  Day,  April  26th,  is  the  popular  occa- 
sion, although  there  is  a  large  and  increasing  attendance  of  Southern 
people  at  the  services  at  the  National  Cemeteries,  May  30th. 

The  G.  A.  R.  has  no  public  support  here  although  there  is  a  con. 
stantly  increasing  respect  for  it  among  the  Southern  people. 

No  Posts  have  associate  members. 
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IDAHO. 
E.  S.  Whittier,  A.  I.  G. 

My  report  is  a  little  late  this  season,  and  is  not  as  full  and  complete 
as  I  would  like  to  have  it,  owing  to  circumstances  over  which  I  had  no 
control.  As  I  reported  last  year,  our  State  is  so  scattered  and  means  of 
reaching  the  different  sections  are  so  expensive,  that  all  this  kind  of 
work  must  be  done  by  mail,  or  practically  all  of  it.  As  I  was  not  De- 
partment Inspector  of  our  State  Department  for  the  past  year,  I  have  no 
detailed  reports  from  the  various  Posts  to  go  by,  so  it  is  impossible  to  do 
as  I  have  done  before,  and  make  a  tabulated  report  of  each  Post,  but  I 
will  try  and  reply  briefly  to  each  query  in  your  Circular  No.  i,  date  ot 
March  22,  1898,  taking  them  in  their  order  and  answering  them  only  by 
number,  and  first  the  condition  of — 

1.  Department : 

I.  Headquarters  are  in  good  condition,  books  of  Department  well 
kept  and  everything  reported  correct.  2.  Every  Post  observes  Memorial 
Day  in  some  form.  3.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  general  system  of 
visiting  Posts  by  Department  officers  officially  or  in  their  official  capacity. 

4.  One — Stephen  A.  Hulbert,  No.  25,  Van  Wyck,  Idaho;   14  members. 

5.  None  reported.  6.  Eighteen  Posts,  a  gain  of  one;  407  members,  a 
gain  of  18.  Fewer  deaths  than  usual,  a  good  attendance  at  meetings 
and  a  renewed  interest  all  along  the  line,  especially  since  the  talk  of 
foreign  war  commenced.  7.  I  have  no  information  on  this  matter.  I 
know  of  none  having  cemeteries  of  their  own. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations  : 

I.  Two  Camps  ;  not  in  good  shape.  2.  Eight  Corps  ;  a  decrease  of 
one.    3.  I  think  none,  but  I  have  no  report. 

3.  Homes : 

I.  One  State  Home,  members 88;  29  on  furlough,  i  insane  and  58 
present.  Cost  of  maintenance  per  capita  J190  per  year,  and  decreasing. 
2.  None  in  this  State.  3.  None  in  this  State.  4.  None  in  this  State. 
5.  None  in  this  State.  6.  State  aid  appropriations  1897  and  1898,  ^5,000 
per  year.    This  was  overdrawn  $185.34  in  1897. 

4.  Schools : 

I.  It  has  not  been  very  general.  2.  Not  generally.  3.  No.  4.  From 
Barnes'  History  of  the  United  States.  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  book, 
but  it  seems  all  correct  on  a  cursory  examination* 

5.  Public : 

I.  No.  2.  None  ;  they  are  rather  looked  down  on  as  a  lot  of  cranks, 
which  I  suppose  they  are,  or  nearly  so.  3.  None  reported ;  I  am  not 
sure  as  I  know  what  19  meant  by  *'  associate  members.** 
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I  am  not  sure  as  my  report  regarding  the  schools  and  the  public 
will  apply  generally  all  over  the  State,  but  it  will  to  the  most  of  it.  I 
know  of  no  instances  where  small  district  schools  made  any  parade  or 
had  any  display,  or  even  any  general  concerted  action  in  decorating 
graves.  In  the  larger  towns  very  few  of  the  children  joined  the  Posts  in 
their  exercises ;  in  many  of  them  none.  One  Post  in  particular,  in  a 
town  of  about  4,000  inhabitants,  though  extending  a  general  and  special 
invitation  to  allfraiemal  societies  and  to  \h^  people  generally^  inarched 
to  the  cemetery  alone,  with  only  thirteen  G.  A.  R.  men  in  line.  This 
was  May  30, 1897.    I  think  1898  will  show  an  increase  of  patriotism. 


ILLINOIS. 
K.  Harwood,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 
I.    Department : 

I.  The  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Illinois  are  now  perma- 
nently located  in  the  Memorial  Hall  wing  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
Building,  at  the  nominal  rent  of  $1  per  year,  and  their  rooms  are  pleasant 
and  convenient  as  well  as  fine.  The  records  are  correct  and  well  kept 
and  the  accounts  of  Adjutant  General  and  Quartermaster  General  check 
to  a  cent.  2.  Memorial  Day  is  observed  by  all  Posts,  and  they  are 
joined  by  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  Veterans  and  the  public  generally,  and  has  become  in  this 
Department  the  one  great  day  of  the  year.  3.  The  Department  Com- 
madder.  Comrade  Schimpf,  has  devoted  almost  his  entire  time  to  vbiting 
Posts,  and  the  Senior  and  Junior  Vice-Commanders  have  also  visited 
many  Posts.  The  Department  Commanders  Aids  organized  a  staff  asso- 
ciation for  the  purpose  of  dividing  up  the  work  and  visiting  all  Posts 
possible,  so  that  most  of  them  received  a  visit  from  some  member  from 
Department  Headquarters.  4.  Nine  new  Posts  were  organized  and 
three  delinquent  Posts  were  reinstated,  Ten  Posts  surrendered  their 
charters  owing  to  loss  of  membership  by  death  and  inability  to  keep  up 
their  dues.  The  net  loss  of  Posts  since  last  report  is  four.  Net  loss  of 
members  1,302.  The  number  of  Posts  in  good  standing  570.  The 
number  of  members  in  good  standing  is  24,274. 

There  was  no  business  of  National  import  at  last  Encampment  ex- 
cept that  it  very  empliatically  objected  to  any  change  in  the  date  of  Me- 
morial Day. 

6.  There  is  at  Department  Headquarters  no  record  of  the  number 
of  Posts  which  own  burial  lots,  I  have  learned  of  68  and  there  may  be 
more.    7.  The  Department  is  in  as  good  a  condition  as  can  be  expected 
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of  a  membership  who  are  generally  poor  in  this  world's  goods,  and  long 
past  their  prime,  and  as  time  passes  more  must  drop  out  from  their  in- 
ability to  keep  up  their  dues. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

I.  The  Sons  o<  Veterans  are  not  as  strong  as  they  should  be.  There 
are  in  this  Department  85  Camps,  2,197  members.  A  large  number  of 
their  members  have  donned  Uncle  Sam's  blue  and  are  foHowing  in  the 
lootsteps  of  their  fathers.  The  war  seems  to  have  stirred  up  the  sons 
and  there  will  be  a  larger  increase  in  membership  in  the  current  year 
than  for  a  long  time.  2.  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  flourishing  and 
in  good  condition ;  15  new  Corps  have  been  organized,  making  a  total 
of  239  Corps  with  9.204  members.  They  have  in  the  past  year  paid  into 
the  Posts  12,024.13  and  have  expended  in  relief  ^9,529.90.  3.  There  are 
31  Circles  of  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  with  a  membership  of  1,934,  a 
gain  of  62.  They  have  during  the  past  year  expended  for  relief  I785.41. 
Gave  to  Posts  I76.50,  and  to  Homes  I96.48. 

3.  Homes : 

1.  State  Soldiers  Home  at  Quincy,  111.  I  found  the  State  Home  at 
Quincy  well  kept  and  the  men  well  pleased  with  the  changes  made  by 
the  Superintendent,  Comrade  Sommerville,  and  his  efficient  and  genial 
Adjutant,  Ed  L.  Higgins.  The  members  reported  present  for  duty  April 
1st,  was .       .   ,      1,143 

Sick  in  Cottages loi 

Sick  in  Hospital 245 

Absent  on  Furlough 278 

Absent  without  leave i       625 

Total  1,768 

Number  of  deaths  for  the  year  ending  April  i,  1898,  .  .         109  ' 

2.  The  New  National  Home  at  Danville,  111.,  is  nearing  completion, 
and  when  finished  will  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  country.  The  Hospital 
building  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  next  November, 
but  it  will  be  next  summer  before  the  cottages  are  finished  and  the 
Home  complete.  3.  The  G.  A.  R.  has  no  home  aside  from  the  State  and 
National  Homes.  The  good  ladies  of  Chicago,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Tibbitts,  are  by  subscription  supporting  a  Home  in  Chicago,  where 
old  soldiers  and  their  wives  can  live  together.  It  has  six  inmates.  4. 
The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  Home,  at  Wilmington,  111.,  is  beautifully 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Kankakee  River.  They  have  40  acres  of 
land  and  a  fine  building.  There  are  63  bed  rooms,  each  room  furnished 
by  some  Relief  Corps.  Aside  from  that,  it  is  owned  and  supported  by 
the  State.  It  has  22  Soldiers'  widows  as  inmates.  5.  I  visited  the 
Soldiers*  Orphans  Home  at  Nomad,  May  23d,  and  found  a  great  im 
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provement  in  the  condition  of  the  Home  and  in  the  health  and  happiness 
of  its  inmates.  There  were  256  boys  and  164  girls  in  the  Home  May 
23d,  and  the  Superintendent,  Col.  Ike  Clemments,  has  the  love  and 
respect  of  them  all,  and  rules  them  by  kindness  and  not  by  fear.  They 
have  a  military  band  of  16  pieces,  the  oldest  member  being  but  13  years 
old,  and  they  make  fair  music.  In  the  manual  training  school  I  found 
the  boys  making  guns  under  the  instructions  of  the  Superintendent,  who 
has  organized  a  military  company  from  among  them,  and  the  bojrs  are 
as  proud  of  it  as  any  ancient  and  honorable  in  the  country.  The  children 
all  seemed  to  be  happy  and  contented,  and  are  learniiTg  habits  ot 
industry  as  well  as  the  three  R*s.  There  was  not  an  inmate  in  the  Hos- 
pital. It- is  entirely  supported  by  the  State.  6.  There  is  no  support  by 
the  State  outside  of  the  State  Homes,  but  the  State  does  compel  the 
counties  to  furnish  the  relief  necessary  to  indigent  soldiers  and  their 
families  on  the  order  of  the  Post  Relief  Committee  when  countersigned 
by  the  Post  Commander. 

4.  Schools  : 

I.  The  schools  generally  and  gladly  participate  in  the  exercises  on 
Memorial  Day,  whenever  and  wherever  invited.  2.  **  Old  Glory  **  floats 
over  every  school-house  in  Illinois.  3.  In  almost  every  school,  public 
and  private,  one  or  two  Comrades  meet  with  the  children  on  the  last 
school  day  before  Memorial  Day,  and  participate  with  them  in  patriotic 
exercises,  and  the  children  enjoy  them  very  much.  4.  Montgomery's 
History  is  the  one  generally  taught  in  Illinois,  and  it  is  not  satisfactory. 

5.  Public : 

I.  Nearly  eveiy  one  participates  in  the  Memorial  Day  exercises, 
and  it  has  become  a  custom  to  decorate  all  graves  on  that  day,  and  I 
am  glad  to  notice  that  the  Memorial  Day  road  race  will  soon  be  a  thing 
of  the  pa3t  for  lack  of  interest  by  the  public.  2.  The  public  is  always  willing 
to  assist  the  G.  A.  R.,  but  the  social  and  moral  support  depends  very 
much  on  the  moral  and  social  character  of  the  Comrades  who  are  the 
active  members  of  the  Posts.  3.  No  Posts  have  associate  members, 
and  there  are  no  contributions  to  Post  fund  except  by  begging  it  before 
Memorial  Day. 


INDIANA. 

John  W.  Elam,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  inspection  of 
the  Department  of  Indiana,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  result  of  an  inspection  of  the  Headquarters  of  the  Department 
of  Indiana  w»§  Wghly  s^tisf^^tory,  being  located  in  tlie  State  House,  at 
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Indianapolisi  in  large  and  commodious  rooms,  with  every  appointment  oC 
convenience  for  the  discharge  of  the  business  of  the  Department — Com- 
rade R.  M.  Smock,  Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Assistant  Quarter- 
master Creneral  in  charge.  Found  the  office  in  good  order  and  the 
business  of  the  Department  discharged  promptly  and  in  a  business-like 
manner;  orders  from  National  Headquarters  properly  filed,  and  all 
the  archives  of  the  Department  carefully  preserved.  Comrades  visiting 
the  Capitol  are  always  given  a  true  soldierly  greeting  by  the  Adjutant, 
and  any  information  wanted  is  given  cheerfully. 

The  Department  Commander,  Comrade  }.  S.  Dodge,  has  devoted 
moch  of  his  valuable  time  to  the  interest  of  the  Grand  Army  in  his  De- 
partment, responding  to  all  important  calls  where  the  Department  in- 
terests are  involved,  and  his  presence  is  always  greeted  with  enthusiasm 
by  the  "boys." 

The  Department  is  in  good  order  generally.  No  lack  of  interest, 
as  shown  by  the  last  Department  Encampment  at  Columbus,  which  was 
very  largely  attended,  and  most  royally  welcomed  by  the  people.  The 
Old  Flag  is  dearer  to  the  boys  each  year  they  meet  at  State  Encamp- 
ments, and  the  marvelous  achievements  of  our  Army  and  Navy  In  the 
present  war  adds  new  lustre  to  its  glory. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  gaining  in  this  Department  and  the  order 
is  destined  to  take  the  place  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  a 
few  short  years.  Through  them  the  sacred  memories  of  the  past  and 
the  heroic  sacrifices  of  their  sires  will  be  preserved.  Through  the  son 
the  father  will  live. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  We  cannot  convey  in  words  the  value 
this  organization  is  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic—untiring  as  they 
are  unselfish  in  their  work.  With  them  no  undertaking  or  sacrifice  is 
too  great  where  the  interest  or  comfort  of  the  old  comrade  is  involved. 
The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  this  Department  is  in  splendid  condition 
uniformly  well  officered  and  very  successfully  managed. 

The  benevolent  institutions  of  the  Department  are  the  pride  and 
admiration  of  the  order  in  general.  Finally,  it  is  no  mean  boast,  or  dis- 
paragement to  any  other  Department,  to  say  that  the  old  soldier,  his 
widow  and  orphan,  or  the  object  and  interests  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  are  as  carefully  looked  after  and  well  preserved  as  any  Depart- 
ment in  the  National  organization. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY. 

William  H.  A.  Harrison,  A.  I.  G, 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  books  and  records  of  the  Department 
Headquarters,  and  find  them  neatly  and  accurately  kept,  and  th&t  the 
Department  is  in  a  very  healthy  and  growing  condition.    Number  of 
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Posts  January  i,  1897,  fifteen,  and  December  31,  x897t  eighteen — gain  of 
three  Posts.  Membership  January  i,  1897,  was  298,  and  December  31, 
1897,  389  members  in  good  standing,  which  shows  a  very  healthy 
growth  when  taking  in  conditions  of  this  Department,  as  the  principal 
soldier  element  here  is  only  floating — none,  so  to  speak,  settled  for  life. 
Perhaps  this  year  we  may  have  a  Post  here  at  Checatah  with  iair  prom- 
ises, but  next  year  oriehalf  or  more— or  probably  all — of  the  members 
move  away,  not  leaving  a  quorum  to  work  with,  as  has  been  the  case 
with  the  Post  at  this  place.  But  prospects  are  brighter  for  us  here  now* 
It  will  not  be  long  before  we  can  settle  here  for  life,  as  in  the  States. 
Memorial  Services  and  Memorial  Day  were  duly  observed.  The  National 
Cemetery  at  Fort  Gibson  was  under  the  care  of  two  of  our  most  efficient 
Posts  on  Memorial  Day.  The  comrades  in  this  Department  are,  gen- 
erally speaking,  very  poor,  but  are  nevertheless  very  zealous. 


IOWA. 
M.  L.  Leonard,  A.  I.  G. 
The  State : 

The  State  of  Iowa,  that  in  1861  and  '65  furnished  78,059  soldiers  for 
the  Union  Army,  from  a  total  population  o£  but  674,906,  has  not  been 
forgetful  of  its  devoted  soldier  citizens  since  the  conflict  ended,  and  the 
victory  for  National  unity  was  won. 

The  universal  esteem  for-  the  Union  Veterans  is  shown,  not  only  by 
the  citizens  generally,  on  public  occasions,  and  in  the  daily  press,  but  has 
[>ermeated  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  State  has  established  and  made  generous  provision  for  a  Sol- 
diers' Home  and  a  Soldiers  Orphans'  Home  ;  has  erected  a  beautiful 
and  endearing  monument,  near  the  State  Capitol,  in  honor  of  the  Iowa 
soldiers  and  sailors  who  served  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  ;  has  made 
liberal  appropriation  for  a  historical  building  which  is  to  include  a  Me- 
morial Hall,  and  in  which  the  Iowa  battle  flags  (now  in  the  Capitol)  will 
find  a  suitable  and  final  resting  place,  together  with  other  priceless 
relics  of  the  war,  and  an  exceedingly  valuable  Historical  Department 
that  has  for  many  years  been  in  process  of  colliection  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  State  by  Comrade  Charles  Aldrich. 

It  has  by  statue  provided,  that,  each  county  may  raise  a  fund  for 
building  a  Monument  or  Memorial  Hall  at  the  county  seat,  to  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  late  war ;  that  each  county  may  raise  a  special 
fund,  which  shall  be  dispensed  by  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  to  indigent  veterans  and  their  families  ;  that  no  soldier  shall 
be  taken  to  the  county  poor  house,  nor  buried  in  the  Potter's  field  ;  that 
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soldiers'  plots  be  established  in  cemeteries,  that  reasonable  funeral  ex- 
penses shall  be  allowed  and  a  suitable  headstone  be  provided ;  and  that 
the  Homestead  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation  to 
the  amount  of  fSoo. 

The  State  has  also  provided  Department  Headquarters  for  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  the  State  Capitol. 

The  Soldiers'  Home  : 

The  Iowa  Soldiers'  Home  at  Marshalltown  was  opened  in  1887,  and 
is  a  grand  beneficence  worthily  bestowed. 

It  is  located  on  a  beautiful  tract  of  123  acres  of  woodland  and  prairie, 
bordering  on  the  Iowa  river.  It  comprises  four  large  brick  buildings — 
men's  dormitory,  including  offices,  post  office,  reading  room  and  chapel ; 
women's  dormitory,  old  people's  dormitory  and  hospital ;  ten  cottages, 
each  occupied  by  an  old  soldier  and  his  wife ;  four  residences  for  execu- 
tive officers,  commandant,  adjutant,  quartermaster  and  surgeon — to- 
gether with  an  electric  plant,  engine-house,  heating  apparatus,  machine 
and  carpenter  shops  and  storage  and  farm  buildings  ;  also  an  open  air 
auditorium  in  a  beautiful  grove. 

Here,  in  this  ideal  spot,  amid  these  beautiful  surroundings,  the  old 
veterans  who  answered  their  country's  call  in  time  of  need,  are  well 
cared  for  by  the  State,  under  the  direct  charge  of  their  own  comrades. 
The  Home  is  under  most  excellent  and  business-like  management  In 
every  department.  Col.  C.  C.  Horton,  the  present  commandant,  and 
his  able  assistants,  leave  nothing  undone  for  the  comfort,  welfare  and 
pleasure  of  these,  their  veteran  comrades  of  the  war.  The  ages  of  the 
inmates  of  the  Home  range  from  5 1  to  90  years. 

Total  number  admitted  in  the  Home  to  date 1796 

Totalnimiberpresentandabsent  June  I,  1898  (33  women)   ....   666 

Total  number  present  June  1, 1898  (27  women) 496 

Numberfnhospital  June  I,  1898 88 

Expended  for  subsistence  in  1897 ^26,225.09 

Expended  for  clothing  in  1897    . 8,022.09 

Total  expended  for  buildings,  improvements,  support  and  ex- 
pense to  January  i,  1898     I767.582.05 

Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home  : 

The  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home  at  Davenport,  which  has  been  in 
operation  as  a  State  institution  since  1866,  has  done  and  is  doing  a  vast 
amount  of  good.  It  comprises  about  62  acres  of  land  laid  out  in  park 
and  fkrm.  Eighteen  cottages  (boys'  cottages  and  girls'  cottages),  one 
administration  building,  one  industrial  building,  one  school  bmlding  and 
one  hospital. 
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Here  soldiers*  orphans,  and  others  under  certain  conditions,  are 
received  from  two  to  sixteen  years  of  age.    They  are  well  cared  for, 
carefully  educated  and  finally  placed  in  good  homes. 
Total  number  admitted  Irom  June  30, 1889,  to  June  30,  1897,  985 

No.  present  June  30,  1897 4^7 

Total  cost  to  date  for  buildings,  support  and  expense  .  .  .  11,788,656.66 

Department  Headquarters : 

The  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Iowa,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  have  long  been  permanently  located  in  the  State  Capitol  at 
Des  Moines,  by  action  of  the  Department  Encampment,  and  by  a  revi- 
sion of  the  articles  of  incorporation,  ordered  and  approved  by  the  De- 
partment Encampment,  the  State  Legislature  having  previously  assigned 
an  elegant  room  and  made  a  liberal  appropriation  for  suitable  fittings 
and  fui  nishings  for  this  purpose.  The  walls  are  decorated  with  scenes 
of  the  war,  paintings  of  noted  generals  of  Iowa,  and  portraits  of  the  Past 
Commanders  of  the  Department.  Here,  with  all  conveniences  at  hand, 
the  business  of  the  Department  is  transacted,  its  records  carefully  kept 
and  safely  preserved,  and  all  is  in  excellent  condition. 

The  Department  officers  gladly  visit  such  Posts  and  localities  as 
promise  the  best  results,  and  they  are  much  in  demand. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  Posts  having  associate  members  in  Iowa. 

One  new  Post  has  recently  been  organized  with  twenty  charter 
members. 

The  Department  Encampment : 

The  Twenty-third  Department  Encampment  at  Marshalltown,  June 
9  and  10,  1897,  endorsed  the  bill  to  establish  a  National  Military  Park  at 
Vicksburg,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  promote  its  passage. 

It  recommended  the  State  Legislature  to  provide  for  marking  the 
positions,  and  commemorating  the  services  of  Iowa  soldiers,  in  the  battles 
of  Lookout  Moi^ntain  and  Missionary  Ridge.' 

It  condemned  the  removal  of  Army  Surgeons  from  Pension  Exami- 
ning Boards  and  asked  for  their  immediate  restoration. 

Department  at  Large  : 

The  Department  at  Large  is  in  an  excellent  condition  as  regards 
membership  and  interest  in  the  g^and  objects  of  our  Association.  The 
statistics  of  the  Grand  Army  and  kindred  organizations  are  as  follows: 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  : 

Total  number  of  Posts  December  31,  1897 *    434 

Total  membership  December  31, 1897 i5>o59 

Expended  for  relief  during  1897 I31O93.15 
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Woman's  Relief  Corps: 

Total  number  of  Corps  December  31, 1897 239 

Total  membership  December  31,  1897 7,9'2 

Expended  for  relief  during  1897 16,623.15 

Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.: 

Total  number  of  Circles  December  31,  1897 .  .  16 

Total  membership  December  31,  1897 410 

Expended  for  relief  during  1897 ^865.69 

Sons  of  Veterans  : 

Total  number  of  Camps  December  31,  1897 72 

Total  membership  December  31,  1897 ',508 

Expended  for  relief  during  1897 |2'6  15 

Ladies  Aid  Society : 

Total  number  of  Societies  December  31,  1897 8 

Total  membership  December  31,  1897 117 

Expended  for  relief  1897,    no  data. 

Memorial  Day : 

The  observance  of  Memorial  Day  is  general  throughout  the  D^art- 
ment,  not  only  by  the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army,  but  the  citizens  every- 
where take  an  active,  earnest  and  increasing  interest  in  its  appropriate 
celebration,  The  Memorial  Day  just  passed  was  peculiarly  significant 
on  account  of  the  war  now  in  progress.  At  Des  Moines,  the  Capital  of 
the  State,  two  regiments  of  volunteers,  about  to  go  to  the  front  in  the 
war  with  Spain  (two  others  having  already  gone),  acted  as  escort  to  the 
two  Grand  Army  Posts  and  Woman's  Relief  Corps ;  and  the  thousands 
who  participated  will  long  remember  the  impressive  services  of  this  day 
as  one  of  the  most  memorable  experiences  of  their  lives. 

Cemeteries  : 

There  is  one  National  Cemetery  in  the  State,  located  at  Keokuk, 
where  repose  about  one  thousand  Union  soldiers.  Several  Posts  in  the 
State  own  burial  lots,  but  no  complete  data  is  at  hand ;  and  soldiers' 
plots  are  general,  in  cemeteries,  in  most  parts  of  the  State. 

Schoob  and  the  Public  : 

The  schools  and  educators  of  the  State  are  in  close  touch  and  hearty 
accord  with  the  great  principles  and  objects  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  issues  an 
annual  pamphlet,  for  Memorial  Day  and  patriotic  school  work  in  gen- 
eral ;  and  it  is  the  usual  custom  for  schools  to  hold  patriotic  exerdaes 
on  or  preceding  Washington's  Birthday  and  Memorial  Day,  to  which  the 
public  is  invited,  and  in  which  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  participate 
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— the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  Corps  of  the  W.  R.  C. 
appointing  special  committees  for  these  occasions. 

The  history  of  our  country  is  kept  straight  and  is  well  and  correctly 
taught,  but  without  the  slightest  enmity  or  bitterness  ;  and  **01d  Glory" 
floats  from  the  school-houses,  public  buildings  and  homes  all  over  the 
fair  State  of  Iowa. 

The  living  flag  was  recently  represented  at  Camp  McKinley  by 
about  2,500  children  from  the  schoob  of  Des  Moines,  and  was  witnessed 
by  thousands,  including  the  regiments  of  young  soldiers  in  the  camp^ 
a  dress  parade  and  review  of  these  regiments  being  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme, thus  giving  patriotic  inspiration  to  the  children,  to  the  citizens 
and  to  the  brave  young  soldiers  who  are  about  to  fight  the  battles  of  our 
country. 


KANSAS. 

G.  W.  Nimocks,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  and  beg  to  say, 
that  owing  to  the  vast  area  and  the  distant  settlement  of  our  great  State, 
it  is  difficult  for  the  Department  Officers  to  visit  all  the  Posts  of  our  De- 
partment in  person  during  their  official  term,  but  by  the  perfect  deport- 
ment of  our  excellent  Department  Officers,  I  am  enabled  to  make  an 
accurate  report  of  the  condition  of  my  Department. 

It  was,  indeed,  with  very  great  expense  and  embarassment  that  the 
Department  Officers  were  enabled  to  personally  visit  the  494  Posts  in 
this  Department,  but  it  is  due  to  the  Department  Commander  and  his 
official  staff  to  commend  them  for  their  vigilance  in  looking  after  and 
visiting  all  the  Posts,  and  by  their  inspiring  presence  and  encouraging 
words,  aiding  to  revive  interest. 

The  Department  Headquarters  are  located  in  the  delightful  and  com- 
modious brge  front  rooms,  east  wing  of  the  State  House.  These  rooms 
are  generously  provided,  according  to  law,  by  the  State.  They  are 
tastefully  furnished  and  supplied  with  large  cabinet  filing  cases,  covering 
one  entire  side  of  one  of  the  large  Are  proof  rooms,  in  which  all  supplies, 
papers,  records,  books  and  other  valuables  of  the  Department  may  be 
kept  securely  under  lock  ;  and  cabinet  cases  are  being  provided  for  the 
construction  and  permanent  maintenance  of  a  *'  Grand  Army  Museum," 
and  historical  sjrmposium,  provided  by  Act  of  our  Legislature,  in  which 
souvenirs  and  sacred  relics  of  our  army  and  navy  connections  may  be 
deposited  and  displayed.  An  examination  of  the  Kansas  Department 
Headquarters,  shows  it  to  be  the  most  perfect  in  detail,  classification 
and  disciplinary  order. 
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,  Our  urbane  and  faithful  Department  Commander,  D.  W.  Eastman, 
is  constantly  active  and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  his  official  duties, 
as  is  his  able  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  S.  J.  Churchill,  whose  zeal  and 
capabilities  are  demonstrated  and  lelt  in  the  good  work  he  is  energeti- 
cally doing,  in  reviving  an  interest  in  the  Order  among  the  many  com- 
rades who  had  become  indifferent,  and  in  bringing  into  our  ranks  many 
of  our  comrades,  who  had  never  connected  themselves  with  us. 

In  their  noble  work,  they  are  inspired  and  assisted  by  that  able  Com- 
rade, O.  H.  Coulter,  Asst.  Quartermaster  General.  He  devotes  much  time 
and  unrequited  labor  for  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  its  auxil- 
iary organizations,  and  for  the  special  benefit  of  our  comrades  generally. 
The  Department  Officers  are  efficiently  aided  in  their  labors,  and  the 
Headquarters  competently  looked  after  in  every  particular  at  all  times, 
by  the  Headquarters*  clerk  and  stenographer.  Miss  Maud  Herrell,  the 
daughter  of  a  veteran. 

There  are  over  65,000  surviving  veterans  of  the  Union  Army  in 
Kansas,  of  which,  deplorably  be  it  recorded,  the  records  only  show  the 
following  membership  : 

Posts  and  membership  : 

Number  of  Posts  to  date 494 

Total  membership i4t^7S 

Loss  during  past  year : 

By  death 98 

By  transfer 73 

By  discharge 13 

By  suspension 62 

Total  loss 246 

The  small  per  cent,  of  our  comrades  who  have  joined  our  Grand 
Army  and  the  much  larger  per  cent,  that  are  outside  of  it,  can  only  be 
accounted  for  by  me,  in  the  fiact  that  they  feel  doubtful  of  the  efficiency 
of  our  grand  order  in  serving  them,  for  the  reason  that  they  think  they 
too  often  see  the  order  used  for  selfish,  partisan  purposes,  and  they  see 
the  laws  in  their  behalf  evaded  and  nullified  by  offidab  in  whom  they 
trusted,  and  comrades  denied  just  recognition  without  protest  on  the 
part  of  the  officials  and  members  of  our  order. 

Homes  : 

The  Western  Branch  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteer  Sol- 
diers is  located  on  an  elevation  on  the  West  bank  of  the  Missouri  River, 
about  three  miles  south  of  the  City  of  Leavenworth.  It  is  a  nattual  loca- 
tion among  the  oak,  elm  and  maple  shades  that  surround  it,  for  our  old 
•*  heroes  rest,"  from  which  is  the  most  inviting  and  attractive  perspective 
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of  the  Fort  and  City.  In  aL  this  "  Home  "  is  a  sublime  sanitarium  ot 
comfort,  rest  and  health  for  the  weak  and  tottering  defenders  of  our 
glory  and  prosperity  in  their  declining  transit  to  the  eternal  camp. 

There  are  now  about  3,300  enrolled  at  this  Home.  About  12,000 
have  been  admitted  since  its  establishment  in  1885,  and  about  1,600  have 
died  while  inmates.  The  cemetery  adjoins  the  Home  located  on  their 
gromids,  and  is  dressed,  beautified  and  preserved  in  exquisite  and  pat- 
riotic attractiveness.  The  drainage  and  sanitary  system,  and  regulation, 
is  nearly  perfect,  and  its  own  water  supply  is  abundant  and  good.  An 
electric  fountain,  a  gift  to  the  Home  by  a  private  citizen  of  Leavenworth, 
is  io  constant  operation.  The  Home  grounds  proper  are  artistically 
landscaped  and  gardened  in  plots  and  beds  of  flowers  and  plants,  and 
the  streets  in  walks  are  skillfully  paved  with  home-made  vitrified  and 
glazed  brick. 

State  Soldiers'  Home : 

The  State  Soldiers'  Home  is  located  at  Fort  Dodge.  The  buildings 
formerly  used  by  the  War  Department  are  now  used  in  connection  with 
the  Home.  There  are  264 >i  acres  of  ground  connected  with  the  Home, 
of  which  90  acres  are  under  cultivation.  Since  the  organization  of  the 
Home,  over  460  have  been  admitted  thereto. 

Eligibility  to  Membership:  The  Home  is  open  for  ex-soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines,  who  served  during  the  War  ot  the  Rebellion, 
together  with  members  of  their  families  who  are  dependent  on  them  for 
support,  under  the  following  conditions :  Women  under  forty  years  oi 
age  cannot  be  admitted,  neither  can  a  wife  be  admitted  who  was  married 
to  the  soldier  subsequent  to  the  year  1892.  Bo3rs  over  twelve  and  girls 
over  fourteen  years  old  cannot  be  admitted.  Insane  men  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted. 

Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home.  ^ 

'  The  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Home  is  located  near  Atchison,  and  is  in 
charge  of  that  successful  Superintendent,  Mr.  C.  A.  Woodworth.  He 
and  Mrs.  Woodworth,  the  Matron,  are  especially  adapted  to  this  work 
and  are  giving  it  their  capable  attention. 

Children  over  two  years  and  under  the  age  of  fourteen  years  are 
eligible  for  admission  to  the  Home,  and  shall  be  retained  until  they  are 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  may  be  retained  after  that  age  in  the  discretion 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  until  a  home  is  provided  for  them. 

The  total  capacity  of  the  plant  is  250. 

Number  of  children  now  under  shelter  178. 

Soldiers*  Widows,  Mothers  and  Daughters  Home  : 

This  Home  was  established  in  1895,  through  the  efforts  of  Mother 
Mary  A.  fiickerdyke,  that  famous  and  devoted  army  nurse  who  is  known 
to  all  the  old  bojrs  as  *'  Mother  Bickerbyke."    It  is  located  at  Ellsworth, 
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Kansas,  on  grounds  and  in  building;;  given  by  Act  of  Legislature  for  this 
purpose.  It  is  now  in  successful  operation  under  the  Superintendency 
of  Mother  Bickerdyke,  who  is  now  hale  and  hearty  at  eighty  years  of 
age.  It  admits  the  destitute  and  invalid  wives,  mothers,  daughters  and 
sisters  of  Union  soldiers,  and  is  supported  by  public  and  private  con- 
tributions. 

Woman's  Relief  Corps : 

It  has  about  209  Corps,  and  a  membership  of  about  6,175.  They 
are  in  a  growing  condition,  and  render  immeasurable  assistance  to  the 
Grand  Army  in  relieving  the  necessides  of  the  destitute  and  sick,  tor 
whom  they  are  ever  attentive  and  watchful.  They  expended  for  relief 
last  year,  14,245.67,  and  have  on  hand  for  future  use,  ^,368.51. 

Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. : 

This  organization,  composed  exclusively  of  wives,  mothers,  dat^h- 
ters  and  sisters  of  honorably  discharged  Union  soldiers,  is  prosperous 
and  achieving  creditable  distinction  for  their  zeal  and  energy  in  behalf 
of  patriotism  and  the  defenders  of  this  Nation.  They  should  receive 
the  encouragement  they  so  worthily  deserve.  Being  unable  to  obtain 
the  data,  I  cannot  here  give  their  exact  strength,  assbtance  and  re- 
sources. 

Sons  of  Veterans : 

This  organization  is  pushing  to  the  front  with  credit  and  respect, 
realizihg,  as  they  do,  that  the  proud  mantle  of  theu*  patriotic  and  valor- 
ous fathers  is  fast  passing  to  them  to  wear  with  equal  honor  and  renown  ; 
and  the  conduct  of  many  of  them  during  this  Hispano  war  has  proven 
them  "worthy  sons  of  noble  sires,"  in  defending  and  upholding  the 
prowess,  dignity  and  integrity  of  our  flag  and  country.  I  cannot,  for 
want  of  official  figures,  give  the  present  numerical  strength  and  work  in 
this  department,  but  they  are  increasing  rapidly  and  rendering  laudable 
assistance  to  their  fathers  in  a  practical  as  well  as  patriotic  manner. 
They  should  receive  every  encouragement  and  support,  and  I  believe 
that  the  time  is  at  hand  when  they  might  advantageously  be  admitted  to 
our  organization. 

Memorial  Day : 

This  day  is  universally  and  elaborately  observed  throughout  this 
Department,  it  being  a  legal  holiday  here  as  it  should  be  everywhere. 
The  schools,  churches,  and  all  civic  societies  vie  with  each  other  in  appro- 
priately observing  the  day.  The  schools  and  churches  hold  special  ser- 
vice on  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  previous  to  Memorial  Day.  These 
observances  cannot  be  too  extensively  commended,  as  they  not  alone 
commemorate  the  heroic  deeds,  achievements,  lives,  character,  suffering 
and  sacrifices  of  the  patriotic  founders  and  defenders  of  this  glorious 
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Republic,  but  they  teach  and  beget  the  true  spirit  of  devotion  to  patriot, 
ism,  the  preservation  of  the  integrit^*^of  our  Government,  through  purity 
of  public  affairs,  and  ''eternal  vigilance,  the  price  of  lit)erty,"  maintaining 
forever  an  unsullied  flag  and  a  united  country. 

The  Gettysburg  address  of  the  inmiortal  commoner  and  saviour  of 
hb  country,  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  read  or  recited  at  all  Memorial  Day 
exercises  this  year,  and  it  should  be  repeated  ever  hereafter. 


LOUISIANA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 
Oscar  Pilman,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  in  accordance  with  Cir- 
cular No.  I. 

No.  I.    Department: 

I.  This  Department  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  getting  along  in 
friendship  and  harmony.  2.  Memorial  Day  is  observed  throughout  the 
Department  by  all  Posts  assisted  by  the  W.  R.  C,  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R., 
Sons  of  Veterans,  and  a  large  number  of  patriotic  citizens.  3.  Depart- 
ment officers  regularly,  and  often  the  Department  Commander  is  inde- 
fatigable. All  take  much  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  order.  4.  Six  new 
Posts.  5.  Passage  of  resolutions  in  reference  to  National  Military  Parks. 
6.  7.  No  Post  owns  burial  lot. 

No.  2.  Auxilliary  Organizations: 

I.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  seem  to  have  a  hard  time  of  it  They  are 
rot  sufficiently  encouraged  by  the  National  Officers.  They  have  at 
their  head  a  good  and  earnest  worker.  2.  The  Woman's  Relief  l.Corps 
has  done  good  work  in  this  Department  by  cheering  up  the  old  com- 
rades. 3.  The  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  is  a  new  organization  here,  not 
very  numerous,  but  it  promises  to  take  its  place  in  the  ranks  of  our  loyal 
and  devoted  auxiliaries. 

No.  3.  Homes — number  and  condition. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  there  is  not  a  Soldier's  Home 
within  one  thousand  miles  of  this  center.  To  think  that  our  true  and 
brave  comrades  who,  thirty-five  years  ago,  left  good  homes  in  the  bloom 
of  youth,  who  served  their  country  faithfully  in  the  hour  of  need,  to-day 
old,  decrepit,  suffering  from  wounds  and  disease  incurred  in  the  service, 
and  who  are  destitute,  are  to-day  homeless;  this  is  a  subject  to  which 
our  attention  should  be  directed. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  this  State  or  Mississippi  re- 
ceives no  State  aid. 
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No.  4.    Schools. 

I.  Memorial  Day  is  observed  by  school  children  with  the  usual 
memorial  services  and  decoration  of  graves  of  those  defenders  who  rest 
at  the  national  cemeteries. 

5.     Public. 

I.  A  large  number  of  patriotic  citizens  participated  with  the  com- 
rades in  the  impressive  ceremony  held  in  the  national  cemeteries  located 
at  Chalmette,  Baton  Rouge,  Port  Hudson,  Corinth  and  Vicksburg.  2. 
Old  Glory  floats  proudly  over  all  school  houses — a  quiet,  but  powerful 
teacher  of  patriotism,  manhood,  and  justice. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  enjoys  the  social  and  moral  sup- 
port of  all  the  good  people  of  this  community.  They  respond  with  hearty 
good  will  to  the  calls  of  the  G.  A.  R.  The  order  is  treated  with  kindness 
and  courtesy. 


MARYLAND. 
John  G.  Taylor,  A.  I.  G. 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  : 

1.  Department  : 

I  Department  Headquarters  are  in  excellent  condition  and  easily 
accessible  to  all  comrades.  Either  the  Department  Commander  or 
Assistant  Adjutant  General  is  there  at  stated  hours  daily.  The  books  of 
the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  General  are 
admirably  kept  The  Staff  Officers,  National  and  Department,  are  uni- 
form and  perform  the  duties  of  their  respective  positions  with  diligence 
and  care.  2.  Memorial  Day  observances  are  general,  all  of  the  Posts 
having  special  assignments  at  cemeteries.  Flags  and  flowers  are  strewn 
upon  the  graves  of  all  comrades  wherever  found,  whether  members  oi 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  or  not ;  also  upon  tlie  graves  of  all 
who  have  served  their  Country  in  previous  wars,  and  distinguished 
patriots,  who  honored  their  Country  in  other  positions.  3.  Department 
Officers  visit  Posts  regularly.  4.  No  new  Posts  have  been  organized 
during  the  past  year.  5.  No  business  of  National  import  was  transacted 
at  last  Department  Encampment.  6,  The  general  condition  of  the  De- 
partment is  excellent.  7.  No  Posts  own  burial  lots.  A  National  Ceme- 
tery near  Baltimore  is  open  to  receive  the  remains  of  all  honorably  dis- 
charged veterans. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

'     I.  There  are  thirty-one  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  in  Maryland 
Division,  with  a  membership  of  over  600.    Maryland  Division  ^mt>race5 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  143 

Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  District  of 
Columbia.  2.  Twenty  Posts  are  blessed  by  Womans'  Relief  Corps. 
The  ladies  of  these  associations  are  ever  on  the  alert  in  doing  good. 
Too  much  praise  can  not  be  bestowed  upon  them  for  their  faithful  and 
untiring  efforts  in  our  behalf,  Two  new  Corps  have  been  organized 
this  year,  and  the  amount  of  money  expended  for  charity  exceeds  1 1,100 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  3.  No  **  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  "  organization. 

3.  Homes : 

I.  There  are  no  State  Soldiers*  Homes,  National  Soldiers*  Homes, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Homes,  Soldiers*  Orphans'  Home^,  and 
no  *'  State  Aid." 

4.  Schools : 

I.  There  is  no  general  participation  in  the  observance  of  Memorial 
Day  by  schools.  2.  The  American  Flag  floats  over  all  public  school- 
houses.  3.  Comrades  do  not  hold  patriotic  exercises  in  schools  except 
in  rare  instances.  4.  Teachers  in  all  public  schools  are  instructed  to 
teach  patriotism  by  precept,  example  and  conduct. 

5.  Public : 

I.  The  people  of  the  State  generally  observe  Memorial  Day.  2.  The 
public,  social  and  moral  support  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is 
fair.    3.  Two  Posts  have  associate  members. 

The  Legislature  of  Maryland  in  1S95,  made  an  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  of  compiling  the  records  of  Maryland  soldiers  from  1861  to 
1865,  one  volume  of  which  has  been  completed  and  partly  distributed 
and  the  other  is  under  way. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  comrades  whom  I  have  personally  visited  and 
corresponded  with,  who  each  and  all  have  given  me  hearty  greetings 
and  uniform  kindness  in  answer  to  all  my  inquiries. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

E.  P.  Preble,  A.  L  G. 

I.  Department: 

Condition  of  Department  Headquarters:  The  reputation  of  the  De- 
partment of  Massachusetts  for  strict  attention  to  the  details  of  Grand 
Army  work  is  being  sustained.  Owing  to  the  circumstances  imder  which 
the  present  Department  officers  were  elected,  and  the  conflicting  ele. 
ments  which  were  united  on  one  question  alone,  the  Department  Com- 
mander experienced  some  difficulty  in  making  the  appointments  on  his 
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official  staff,  making  a  delay  in  publishing  the  official  roster  of  the  De- 
partment. 

The  meetings  of  the  council  have  been  well  attended,  and  a  large 
part  of  the  time  at  each  meeting  has  been  devoted  to  questions  relating 
to  Post  13,  of  Brockton,  whose  charter  was  annulled  in  January  la^t. 

The  influence  of  a  certain  discordant  element,  which  it  was  feared  by 
many  would  control  the  new  administration,  is  not  felt  to  any  great  ex- 
tent, and  some  members  of  the  order  who  expected  to  control  as  a  result 
of  their  persistent  agitation  have  been  sent  to  the  rear. 

Altogether  I  find  the  Department  in  excellent  shape,  and  with  the 
large  and  elegant  quarters  furnished  by  the  Commonwealth  in  the  State 
House,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  high  standard  should  not  be  kept  up 
in  the  future. 

Observance  of  Memorial  Day  by  Posts:  Every  Post  of  this  Depart- 
ment attended  last  Memorial  Day's  services,  and  all  but  one  reported  that 
they  had  attended  divine  worship  on  the  Sunday  preceding  Memoria 
Day;  32,335  graves  were  decorated  being  2,080  more  than  the  preceding 
year. 

Number  of  comrades  in  line  Memorial  Day  . 11,284 

Number  of  soldiers' and  sailors' monuments  decorated 171 

Number  of  memorial  fountains     7 

Number  of  soldiers' lots 133 

Number  of  tablets,  statues,  urns,  etc '•  128 

These  few  statistics  show  that  the  Posts  of  this  Department  are  doing 
what  they  can  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  patriotism. 

To  what  extent  do  Department  officers  visit  Posts?  I  have  attended 
many  gatherings  of  Grand  Army  men  during  the  past  year  and  rarely 
found  that  the  Department  was  not  represented  by  some  one  of  its  offi- 
cers who  could  speak  for  it.  It  is  the  custom  to  detail  some  one  of  the 
Department  officers  to  attend  camp-fires,  anniversaries,  and  other  gather- 
ings when  request  is  made  for  a  representative. 

Any  new  Posts?  No  new  Posts  have  been  chartered  during  the  past 
year. 

Business  of  national  import  at  last  encampment :  The  last  Depart- 
ment encampment  voted  that  at  a  notified  meeting  of  any  Post,  by  a  two- 
third  vote  of  the  members  present,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Depart- 
ment Commander,  that  Post  may  adopt  Sec.  11,  Art.  II,  Chap.  II  of  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  and  organize  Outposts. 

The  encampment  also  adopted  a  rule  for  electing  delegates  by  dis- 
tricts and  a  plan  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  delegation. 

Resolutions  were  passed  that  the  Department  Commander  should,  if 
the  Posts  at  a  notified  meeting  so  vote,  memorialize  the  National  En- 
campment for  an  amendment  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  that  •*  no 
Past  Commander-in-Chief,  Past  Senior  or  Junior  Vice  Commander-in 
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Chief,  nor  Past  Department  Commander,  who  shall  have  been  elected 
subsequently  to  such  amendment  shall,  by  virtue  of  such  position,  be 
entitled  to  seat  in  any  National  or  Department  Encampment'' 

All  resolutions  relating  to  Post  13,  of  Brockton,  were  placed  on  file. 

That  Post  has  expected  that  their  charter  would  be  returned  to  them, 
but  up  to  May  15  it  has  not  been  done. 

The  Judge-Advocate  has  submitted  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  an 
argument  on  the  whole  question  to  induce  htm  to  rescind  his  action  ap- 
proving the  annulment  of  the  charter.  In  case  he  declines  so  to  do,  the 
matter  tnay  come  before  the  National  Encampment. 

How  many  Posts  have  burial  lots?  By  the  courtesy  of  the  Depart- 
ment Commander  and  Assistant  Adjutant-General  a  paragraph  was  put 
into  a  recent  General  Order  calling  for  a  report  on  burial  lots  and 
associate  members. 

The  answers  are  not  so  complete  as  we  wished;  51  Posts  have  re. 
ported  that  they  own  lots  and  1 1  report  that  they  have  a  lot  reserved  for 
their  special  use,  not  however  owned  by  the  Post. 

The  Department  Chaplain  in  his  last  report  gives  the  number  ol 
Posts  owning  lots  as  80,  which  is  probably  correct. 

a.  Auxiliary  Organizations. 

Sons  of  Veterans:  The  order  oi  the  Sons  of  Veterans  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition  and  increased  its  membership  during  the  past  year  127,  and 
numbered  January  i,  1898,  132  camps  and  4,259  members  in  good  stand- 
ing. 

Of  that  number  3,205  assisted  in  services  on  Memorial  Day.  It  is 
also  reported  that  4,035  are  able  to  bear  arms. 

The  Massachusetts  Division  has  furnished  one  of  the  dormitories  in 
the  Soldiers'  Home  at  an  expense  of  about  $800,  and  is  now  caring  for  it 

Woman's  Relief  Corps:  The  officers  of  the  Department  of  Massa- 
chusetts Woman's  Relief  Corps  claim  that  it  is  still  the  banner  depart- 
ment 

Total  number  of  Corps,  173,  a  net  gain  of  2;  total  number  of  mem- 
bers January  i,  1898,  14,117;  gain  during  the  year,  77;  total  amoimt  of 
money  expended  in  relief,  $i5»ii7-3o;  total  relief  other  than  money, 
12,712.32. 

There  is  no  question  about  the  benefit  that  a  Relief  Corps  is  to  a 
Post,  especially  in  the  smaller  communities,  although  there  are  many  ol 
the  opinion  that  a  Post  is  better  off  without  one.  But  I  have  found  many 
times  in  my  visits  that  there  are  many  things  that  can  be  done  with  the 
aid  of  a  Corps  that  cannot  be  accomplished  by  my  own  Post,  which  has 
not  that  help,  strong  though  it  be  financially. 

Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.:  Up  to  this  time  I  have  been  unable  to  get 
any  information  concerning  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A-  R. 
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3.  Homes— number  and  condition. 

State  Soldiers'  Home:  Our  Soldiers'  Home  is  not  exactly  a  State 
Institution.  The  movement  for  it  was  started  by  the  Grand  Army  about 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  the  Home  is  now  in  charge  of  a  board  of  trustees 
consisting  of  sixteen  members  of  the  Grand  Army,  three  civilians,  and 
three  others  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth. 

It  is  inspected  yearly  by  the  military  committee  of  the  legislature, 
and  is  supported  by  the  income  from  legacies,  by  donations,  a  part  of 
the  pensions  of  inmates,  a  sum  from  the  United  States  Government,  and 
an  appropriation  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  of  |35,ooo. 

Total  receipts  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  ^6,457-44. 

The  Home  is  in  an  excellent  condition;  every  department  of  it  is  in 
charge  of  someone  in  thorough  sympathy  with  the  veteran.  The  aver- 
age number  present  in  the  Home  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897, 
was  319,  an  increase  of  27  over  the  preceding  year.  a.  There  are  no 
National  Soldiers*  Homes  within  the  limits  of  this  Department.  3.  There 
are  no  G.  A.  R.  Homes.  4.  Nor  W.  R.  Corps  Homes.  5.  Nor  Soldiers* 
Orphan  Homes.  6.  Amount  of  State  aid :  The  total  amount  of  aid  fur- 
nished veterans  in  this  State  during  the  year  1896,  the  latest  accounts 
attainable,  was  1651,134.79.    This  is  divided  into  three  classes: 

State  aid  under  Chap.  301,  Acts  of  1894 1582,355.05 

Military  aid  under  Chap.  279,  Acts  of  1894 52,101.49 

and  under  the  law  which  allows  the  payment  of  at  least  J35  toward  the 
expenses  of  the  burial  of  indigent  soldiers,  wives  or  widows  of  soldiers, 
116,678.25. 

4.  Schools. 

Participation  in  observance  of  Memorial  Day:  In  the  smaller  dties 
and  towns  of  this  Department  the  schools  quite  generally  assist  in  the 
exercises  of  Memorial  Day,  and  the  chaplain's  report  shows  that  on  last 
Memorial  Day  715  schools,  represented  by  14,168  pupils,  participated. 

■Does  ''Old  Glory"  float  over  school* houses?  I  can  safely  report 
that  nearly  every  school  in  Massachusetts  is  supplied  with  an  American 
flag,  and  although  in  most  districts  it  was  not  flying  at  all  times,  yet  on 
holidays  and  public  occasions  it  was  displayed,  and  at  the  present  time 
(May,  1898),  with  the  additional  incentive  of  the  Spanish  war,  flags  are 
seen  floating  over  school-houses  almost  continually. 

Do  comrades  hold  patriotic  exercises  in  schools?  Patriotic  exercises 
are  not  held  to  the  extent  they  formerly  were,  although  in  many  Posts 
details  are  still  made  of  comrades  to  address  schools  iust  before  Memorial 
Day. 

How  Is  the  history  of  the  civil  war  taught?  The  matter  of  a  correct 
history  of  the  civil  war,  or  as  it  is  officially  known  **  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion," has  been  a  burning  question  in  this  Department  for  several  years. 
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The  book  most  in  use  in  the  schools  is  Montgomery's  History,  and 
as  a  result  of  the  agitation  in  this  and  other  States,  the  last  edition 
(1897)  shows  more  than  fifty  changes  in  the  text  of  that  part  relating  to 
the  late  war. 

So  many  changes  were  made,  that  I  understand  the  sale  of  the  book 
in  the  South  is  almost  stopped.  But  the  publishers  had  the  alternative  of 
losing  the  sale  of  it  in  the  North. 

It  is  still  criticized  severely  in  some  quarters,  but  apart  from  a  tend, 
ing  to  unduly  laud  the  Southern  leaders  and  to  treat  the  contest  as  a 
mere  duel,  in  which  the  stronger  won,  the  history  is  now  comparatively 
fair. 

5.    Public  : 

Do  the  people  generally  observe  Memorial  Day  ?  Memorial  Day  is 
a  public  holiday  in  Massachusetts  and  is  generally  observed,  business  is 
generally  suspended,  and  workshops  closed,  and  the  day  is  celebrated  in 
various  ways. 

What  is  the  public,  social  and  moral  support  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic? 

We  can  claim  that  the  public  does  generally  approve  of  the  Grand 
Airmy  of  the  Republic.  Certainly  our  law  makers  do.  We  have  many  laws 
in  our  statute  books  favoring  the  veterans.  One  law  allows  cities  and 
towns  to  lease  to  Grand  Army  Posts  any  unoccupied  halls  or  public 
buildings.  Under  this  law  several  Posts  have  fine  quarters  at  a  nominal 
rental  of  one  dollar  per  annum.  Nearly  all  the  cities  and  towns  appro- 
priate and  pay  to  Posts  various  sums  for  Memorial  Day  expenses.  For 
instance,  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  in  Boston  will  each  receive  this  year 
I400.  We  have  also  a  Veterans  Preference  Law,  which  passed  the 
Legislature  unanimously,  and  has  been  approved  by  a  majority  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts.    Copy  enclosed. 

How  many  Posts  have  associate  members  ?  38  Posts  of  this  Depart, 
ment  report  that  they  have  a  total  of  1,335  associate  members. 


MICHIGAN. 

Chas.  P.  Coffin,  A.  I.  G. 

In  accordance  with  Circular  No.  1,  dated  March  25, 1  this  day  visited 
Department  Headquarters  at  the  State  Capitol,  Lansing,  and  report  as 
follows : 

No.  I.  Department. 

I.  Condition  of  Department  Headquarters  \^  excellent.  A  complete 
record  of  each  Post,  from  the  date  of  its  organization  to  the  date  of  its 
going  out  of  existence  (when  the  time  comes),  is  kept  in  a  box  by  itself, 
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each  box  being  labeled  with  the  number  of  the  Post,  date  of  organization, 
etc.  These  boxes  are  kept  in  an  open  front  case  consecutively  numberedf 
and  anything  called  for  can  be  had  at  a  moment's  notice.  Systematic 
order  and  business  methods  prevail.  In  addition  to  above  our  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  Col.  C  V.  R  Pond,  has  taken  upon  himself  the  huge 
task  of  compiling  a  rostrum  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  the  entire  Department, 
showing  the  names,  rank  and  service,  date  of  joining  Post,  and  when 
closed  will  show  date  of  death  of  each  comrade  in  every  Post  in  the 
Department.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  favor  of  the  condition  of  the 
Department  of  Michigan.  2.  By  all  Posts  in  Department.  3.  The  Com- 
mander and  Assistant  Adjutant-General  have  visited  about  fifty  counties 
the  past  year.  4.  Ten  new  Posts.  5.  None  by  Department.  7.  One 
hundred  and  seventy-six. 

No.  2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

1.  Michigan  Division  is  flourishing;  has  75  Camps,  a.  The  Woman's 
Relief  Corps  is  the  strong  arm  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  Michigan.  There  are 
255  Corps  actively  at  work.    3.  Organization  in  the  State  is  quite  small. 

No.  3,    Homes,  Number  and  Condition  ; 

I.  State  Soldiers'  Home,  located  at  Grand  Rapids.  Its  condition 
is  excellent,  management  is  liberal  and  inmates  are  well  fed  and  cared 
for.  Their  numbers  are  about  600.  2.  None.  3.  None.  4.  An  annex 
to  the  Michigan  Soldiers'  Home  cares  for  about  forty  soldiers'  wives, 
widows  or  mothers,  and  is  admirably  managed  in  connection  with  the 
Home.  3.  None.  6.  State  and  National  Government  support  Home* 
each  paying  about  $45»ooo  per  year.  In  addition  we  have  a  State  law, 
which  furnishes  a  limited  amount  to  the  worthy  veterans  outside  of  the 
Home. 

No,  4.    Schools. 

I.  The  very  best.  Every  Post  in  the  Department  participates.  2 
In  nearly  all  instances.  State  law  provides  that  it  shall.  3.  The  work 
meets  most  cordial  co-operation  by  teachers,  pupils  and  all  veterans. 
4.  By  Appleton's,  Barnes*  &  Fisher's  Histories,  they  being  text  books 
adopted  by  the  State.    The  method  is  topical. 

No.  5.    Public. 

I.  The  observance  of  Memorial  Day  by  the  people  k  quite  general 
and  an  improvement  is  yearly  noticeable.    2.  Very  high.    3.  None, 
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MINNESOTA. 

John  Wait,  A.  I,  G. 
Division  i  : 

I.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  personally  inspected  the 
Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Minnesota  and  the  records  therein, 
and  find  all  in  first-class  condition.  This  condition  is  due  in  large 
measure  to  the  conscientious  labors  of  the  Assistant  Quartermaster 
General,  who  has  so  well  performed  his  duties  that  he  has  been  the  sole 
incumbent  since  the  year  1887,  and  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
who  has  held  this  position  since  the  year  1893,  and  who  has  done  more 
during  that  time  to  build  up  and  maintain  the  Grand  Army  oi  the  Re- 
public in  Minnesota  than  any  other  comrade ;  this  without  disparaging 
any  of  the  many  good  workers  in  the  ranks.  2.  One  hundred  and  forty- 
two  Posts  observe  Memorial  Day.  3.  The  Posts  throughout  the  Depart- 
ment were  generally  visited  by  the  Department  Officers,  the  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  visiting  93  Posts.  Field  work  is  being  constantly  car- 
ried on.  4.  Two  new  Posts  were  organized.  5.  Resolutions  relative  to 
the  sinking  of  the  Maine  and  the  brutal  murder  of  the  Postmaster  of 
Lake  City,  South  Carolina,  were  passed,  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress and  Captain  Sigsbee.  6.  The  general  condition  of  the  Depart* 
ment  is  good.  The  holding  of  the  National  Encampment  in  St.  Paul  in 
1896  stimulated  the  **old  soldier'*  throuj^hout  the  Department  to  join 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  caused  many  who  were  in  arrears 
to  pay  up  and  be  reinstated.  These  causes  operated  to  increase  the 
membership  for  that  year.  There  was  a  natural  reaction  during  1897, 
which,  together  with  an  increased  death  roll,  discloses  a  decreased 
membership  for  the  year  1897.  Our  Department  Officers  did  all  that 
was  possible  to  stem  the  tide.    7.  Forty- five  Posts  own  burial  lots. 

Division  2 : 

I.  Sons  of  Veterans  Camps,  43.  2.  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  loi. 
3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  20. 

All  of  the  auxiliary  organizations  are  doing  a  noble  work.  To  the 
stimulating  effect  of  their  work  is  largely  due  the  splendid  condition  of 
the  Department. 

'  Division  3 : 

I.  The  State  Soldiers'  Home  at  Minnehaha  is  the  only  Home  of  any 
description  in  this  IDepartment.  That  Home  is  all  right,  is  managed  all 
right,  and  is  an  institution  of  which  any  State  of  the  Union  might  well  be 
proud. 

Since  the  act  went  into  oF>eration,  in  May,  1887,  at  least  3,000  depend- 
ent soldiers*  families  have  received  assistance.  The  immense  good 
thereby  accomplished  can  never  be  recorded,  or  even  estimated.    The 
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following  table  shows  the  disbursements  from  this  fund  during  each  fiscal 
year,  together  with  the  grand  aggregate: 

For  the  fiscal  year  1887-88 $^3  573-37 

For  the  fiscal  year  1888-89 34.682.79 

For  the  fiscal  year  1889-90 46,012.62 

For  the  fiscal  year  1890-91 51,800.66 

Forthefiseal  year  1891-92 39.370-42 

For  the  fiscal  year  1892-93 43,66821 

For  the  fiscal  year  1893-94 42,892.50 

Forthefiseal  year  1894-95 30,97«.46 

Forthefiseal  year  1895-96 4i»93»-4r 

Forthefiseal  year  1896-97 59»''46.40 

Total $404,049-84 

Division  4 : 

^  I.  351  schools  participated  in  observance  of  Memorial  Day.  2.  "Old 
Glory  "  floats  over  school-houses  generally.  3.  Comrades  hold  patriotic 
exercises  in  the  schools  to  a  large  extent.  4.  History  of  the  Civil  War  is 
taught  from  the  Northern  standpoint. 

Division  5  : 

I.  The  people  generally  observe  Memorial  Day  in  a  decorous  man- 
ner. The  attendance  at  public  exercises  this  year  has  been  phenomenal 
owing  to  the  patriotic  spirit  pervading  all  members  of  the  community. 

2.  The  public,  social,  and  moral  support  of  the  G.  A.  R.  is  all  that  could 
be  desired.    The  people  of  most  intelligence  honor  the  old  soldier  most. 

3.  No  Posts  have  associate  members. 


MISSOURI. 
Frank  F.  Snow,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  Department  Headquarters  have  been  for  many  years  located  at 
St  Louis,  and  I  find  that  the  books  and  records  of  the  Department  are 
well  kept.  The  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  are  properly  kept, 
and  vouchers  filed  for  all  disbursements,  and  accounts  are  properly 
audited  and  supervised  by  the  council  of  administration.  The  financial 
condition  of  the  Department  is  good,  with  a  surplus  of  cash  on  hand, 
and  some  money  loaned  upon  real  estate  security. 

The  Department  encampment  was  held  this  year  at  Carthage  May 
19th  and  20th.  The  reports  of  the  Department  officers  showed  a  com- 
mendable zeal  for  the  order.  The  Department  Commander  for  the  past 
year  has  been  untiring  in  his  efforts  to  prevent  loss  in  membership,  and 
has  been  successful  in  keeping  the  decrease  to  the  minimum.    The  per 
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cent  of  loss  the  past  year  has  been  less  than  in  any  year  since  1893,  at 
which  time  the  Department  reached  tne  high  water  mark  in  membership. 
Eight  new  Posts  have  been  mustered  the  past  year.  I  attended  the  De* 
partment  encampment  and  am  pleased  to  report  that  its  sessions  were 
harmonious,  and  that  a  spirit  of  comradeship  prevailed  that  is  very  com 
mendable. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  and  Ladies  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  held  their  annual  conventions  at  Carthage  at  the  same  time  with 
the  Department  encampment,  and  each  exchanged  fraternal  greetings 
with  the  comrades.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  are  not  very  strong  in  this 
Department,  but  I  believe  are  showing  a  more  prosperous  condition,  and 
the  custom  established  in  1897  of  holding  their  Division  encampments  at 
the  same  time  and  place  as  the  Department  encampments  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
will  tend  to  awaken  a  great  interest  in  the  order  and  accelerate  its 
growth. 

The  W.  R.  C.  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  is  doing  a  noble  and 
effective  work. 

The  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  as  an  organization  is  new  in  this  Depart- 
ment A  Department  organization  was  effected  this  year,  and  Depart- 
ment officers  were  elected  for  the  first  time. 

The  only  home  for  Union  Veterans  in  this  Department  is  the  State 
Federal  Soldiers'  Home,  located  at  St.  James.  It  comprises  a  main 
building  of  three  stories  and  a  basement ;  abo  a  brick  cottage  of  six 
rooms,  ice  house,  greenhouse,  a  large  bam,  and  fifty-nine  acres  of  highly 
improved  land  adjoining  St.  James.  This  property  was  conveyed  to  the 
W.  R.  C  of  Missouri  in  April,  1895.  It  was  formally  opened  for  the  re- 
ception of  inmates  in  October,  1896.  By  an  act  of  the  legislature  in  the 
winter  of  1897,  the  State  took  charge  of  the  property  under  such  terms 
as  were  satisfactory  to  the  association  in  charge,  and  an  appropriation  of 
|io,ooo  was  made  for  its  maintenance  for  the  next  two  years.  ^Fhe 
same  legislature  appropriated  $25,000  to  the  ex-Confederate  Home. )  The 
Home  is  under  the  control  of  trustees  appointed  by  the  Governor,  a 
majority  of  whom  are  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  W.  R  C.  Of  the 
present  board  of  nine  trustees  five  are  prominent  members  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  two  are  honored  members  of  the  W.  R.  C.  A  comrade  and  his  wife 
are  superintendent  and  matron.  I  have  not  visited  the  Home,  but  from 
reports  I  am  able  to  say  that  it  is  well  managed  and  is  sheltering  a  num- 
ber of  comrades  and  their  old  wives.  It  will  prove  to  be  a  great  blessing 
in  the  future. 

It  is  gratif3ring  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  order  continues  to  grow 
in  public  favor  in  this  State.  This  State  furnished  a  large  number  of  men 
for  both  armies  during  the  late  war,  and  for  a  long  time  there  was  strong 
prejudice  against  our  organization.  Such  prejudice  is  no  longer  observ- 
able, and  a  strong  fraternal  and  neighborly  feeling  exbts  between  the 
soldiers  of  both  armies.    The  present  war  has  developed  this  spirit  to  an 
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unusual  degree.     Memorial  Day  is  very  generally  observed,  and  all 
classes  join  in  paying  tribute  to  our  dead  on  that  occasion. 

'  While  we  are  rapidly  approaching  the  time  when  all  will  have  re- 
ceived a  final  muster-out  roll,  it  is  apparent  that  the  bonds  of  fraternity, 
welded  in  the  red  furnace  of  battle,  are  growing  stronger,  and  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  bronze  button  and  star  is  deeper  and  more  firmly  fixed- 
The  spirit  of  comradeship  is  more  truly  manifested,  and  the  people  are 
the  more  ready  to  honor  the  men  who  stood  in  line  and  formed  the  human 
bulwark  between  our  country  and  her  foes.  Let  not  the  glorious  acheive- 
ments  of  the  present  or  the  future  lead  any  to  forget  that  those  achieve- 
ments are  made  possible  by  the  heroism  and  the  sacrifices  of  those  who 
now  wear  the  emblem  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  their 
comrades  in  arms  in  the  great  struggle  of  a  generation  ago. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Alanson  C.  Haines,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  May  4th  I  inspected  the  Department  Headquarters  at  Concord, 
which  are  under  the  charge  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General  Frank  Battles. 
I  found  the  books  of  the  Department  in  fine  style,  all  orders  and  circu- 
lars filed  in  numerical  order.  The  State  has  furnished  apartments  for 
Department  Headquarters  free  of  expense  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  2.  Memorial  Day  is  observed  by  every  Post  in  the  State  in 
some  manner  fitting  the  occasion.  3.  Nearly  every  Post  in  the  State 
has  been  visited  by  one  or  more  of  the  Department  Officers  during  the 
year.  4.  No  new  Posts  have  been  formed.  5.  New  Hampshire  pre- 
sented the  name  of  John  C.  Linehan,  at  the  last  National  Encampment, 
for  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  G.  A.  R.  6.  The  general  condition  is 
excellent.  The  Department  can  be  excelled  by  none  for  harmony  and 
unanimity,  for  at  the  last  Encampment  every  officer,  from  Commander 
to  the  last  delegate,  was  elected  by  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General 
casting  one  ballot.  7.  Many  Posts  own  lots  ;  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  exact  number. 

Auxiliary  Organizations : 

I.  Sons  of  Veterans,  55  Camps.  2.  Woman's  Relief  Corps  have  71 
Corps,  and  are  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  doing  a  vast  amount  of 
good.    3.  One  Circle. 

Homes  : 

>  I.  The  Soldiers*  Home  at  Tilton  is  located  on  an  eminence  over- 
looking the  surrounding  country.    The  farm  contains  forty  acres,  fur- 
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nishes  milk  and  vegetables  for  the  Home.  Commandant  Smith  takes 
excellent  care  of  the  veterans.  The  State  appropriated  ^10,000  for  a 
hospital,  but  when  the  building  was  finished  little  was  left  for  furnishing. 
To  quote  from  the  Home  Report :  **  In  this  emergency  the  W.  R.  C 
again  came  to  our  rescue,  and  almost  entirely  furnished  the  hospital 
without  expense  to  us,  including  dormitories,  general  assembly  room, 
waiting  room,  surgeon's  room  and  dining  room.*'  6.  We  have  no 
**  State  Aid,"  but  have  a  law  on  our  statutes  that  requires  every  de- 
pendent soldier  to  be  supported  in  his  own  home, 

Schools: 

I.  The  schools  throughout  the  State  generally  take  some  part  in  the 
ceremonies  of  Memorial  Day.  2.  *•  Old  Glory  "  floats  everywhere  this 
year.  3.  Have  not  heard  of  comrades  doing  this  in  our  State,  but 
through  the  influence  of  the  W.  R.  C  the  flag  salute  is  used  and  services 
frequently  held  in  our  schoob.    4.  From  text  books. 

Public  : 

I.  Our  citizens,  as  a  rule»  take  an  active  interest  in  Memorial  Day. 

2.  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  respected  and  honored,  and 
financially  aided  by  appropriations  in  nearly  every  tdwn  in  6ur  State. 

3.  Six  Posts  have  Associate  Members.  I  think  if  Posts  would  make  an 
effort  to  take  in  Associate  Members  it  firould  be  of  great  benefit  finan- 
cially. I  notice  that  Associates  are  always  ready  to  contribute  for  any- 
thing that  is  conducive  to  the  happiness  and  pleasure  of  the  comrades. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  inspection  of  Posts  could  be  in  Octo- 
ber and  November  it  would  be  much  pleasanter,  thus  avoiding  the  cold 
rough  weather  of  December. 

We  have  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Winnipiseogie,  at  The  Wiers, 
a  camping-ground  known  as  the  Veterans*  Association,  where  every 
regiment  that  went  from  the  State  have  substantial  houses  for  quarters, 
which  will  accommodate  from  100  to  500  people,  where  the  veterans 
gather  with  their  families  through  the  summer,  and  one  week  in  August 
is  known  as  Grand  Army  week,  when  there  is  a  special  progranmie  for 
each  day,  and  from  20,000  to  30,000  people  annually  assemble. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  New  Hampshire  is  apparently 
on  the  wave  of  prosperity. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

E.  P.  Southwick,  A.  I.  G. 

I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 
During  the  past  year  the  Department  of  New  Jersey  has  been  march- 
ing in  the  shadow  of  a  great  sorrow.    The  sudden  and  untimely  death  of 
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our  genial  and  faithful  Department  Commander,  Emanuel  Sands,  while 
in  the  discharge  ot  his  duty,  almost  at  the  outset  of  what  promised  to  b«: 
a  very  successful  and  satisfactory  administration,  not  only  brought  grief 
to  all  hearts,  but  checked  the  onward  march  of  this  Department. 

The  office  of  Assistant  Adjutant  General  and  Assistant  Quartermaster 
General  have  remained  in  charge  of  the  able  and  experienced  comrade 
originally  appointed  by  late  Commander  Sands. 

This  Department  has  no  permanent  abiding  place  for  headquarters. 
It  is  migratory  and  goes  with  the  Commander.  Past  Department  Com- 
mander Frank  O.  Cole,  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  has  promptly 
performed  every  duty  relating  to  his  office.  The  office  of  Assistant 
Quartermaster  General  is  also  in  good  hands — a  more  exact  and  pains- 
taking officer  than  Comrade  John  Ramsay  would  be  hard  to  find.  The 
books  and  records  are  complete  and  correct.  These  officers  have  been 
zealous  and  efficient,  and  their  respective  offices  have  been  managed  with 
a  strict  regard  to  economy,  and  the  Department  is  fortunate  in  having 
thorough  experienced  business  men  at  its  head.  They  merit  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  all. 

Memorial  Day  is  a  legal  holiday  in  this  State,  and  as  a  rule  the  public 
exercises  are  held  under  the  auspices  of  our  organization  with  special 
reference  to  the  Union  soldier.  All  Posts  in  the  Department  participate 
in  its  observance.  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  note  a  tendency  in  certain 
localities— especially  in  the  larger  cities— to  a  vulgar  misuse  of  the  day 
by  indulging  in  races  and  other  so-called  sports.  This  is  the  nation's 
Sabbath,  and  boisterous  hilarity  is  an  insult  to  the  heroic  dead. 

The  visitations  by  the  Commander  and  staft  to  the  different  Posts 
have  been  very  general.  This  feature  of  encouragement  and  enthusiasm 
is  and  has  been  very  popular  in  this  Department.  Commander  Hayter 
and  his  efficient  staff  have  done  much  good  work  in  this  line.  No  new 
Posts  have  been  mustered  during  the  year.  The  general  condition  of 
the  Department  is  good.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn,  but  one  Post  in 
this  Department  owns  its  burial  lot. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans :  From  the  last  report  of  Division  Commander 
James  E.  Mathews,  we  note  with  pleasure  and  satisfaction  that  the  New 
Jersey  Division  is  gaining  in  numbers  and  influence  for  good.  The  day 
has  arrived  when  the  Sons  are  the  custodians  of  our  country's  destiny 
and  honor,  and  consequently  a  more  intimate  relation  should  exist  be- 
tween the  two  organizations,  and  the  Sons  be  brought  into  closer  touch 
and  sympathy. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  has  never  done  more  efficient  work  than 
during  the  year  just  passed.  This  band  of  loyal  faithful  women  has  been 
increasing  in  their  good  work.  They  have  not  only  contributed  strength 
to  the  Department,  but  comfort  and  happiness  to  its  members.  They 
are  the  guardian  angeb  of  our  order. 
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The  Ladies  of  the  C  A.  R. :  This  is  an  organization  based  more 
especially  on  the  ties  of  blood  and  marriage.  They  have  also  done  a 
noble  work  for  which  the  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  hail  with  expressions 
of  profound  thanks  and  gratitude. 

New  Jersey  has  but  one  State  Soldiers*  Home,  and  there  is  no  in- 
stitution in  the  State  that  occupies  so  warm  a  place  in  the  heart  of  the 
old  veteran  as  does  the  Soldiers'  Home  at  Kearny.  It  is  the  pioneer 
Soldiers  Home,  having  been  opened  July  4,  1866,  and  formally  dedicated 
September  $,  1866,  thus  preceding  by  one  year  the  dedication  of  the  first 
National  Home  established  by  the  United  States  Government.  Without 
giving  details,  the  usefulness  of  the  institution  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
18,815  veterans  have  been  housed,  fed,  clothed  and  cared  for.  Comrade 
Major  Peter  F.  Rogers  has  been  Superintendent  for  the  past  twenty-one 
years.  The  amount  of  yearly  State  aid  is  about  5 15,000  and  yearly  ex- 
penses average  |6o,ooo. 

The  Public  School  children,  as  a  general  thing,  participate  in  the 
observance  of  Memorial  Day,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  ro  re|X)rt 
that  '*  Old  Glory"  floats,  not  only  over  all  school-houses,  but  from  fac- 
tories and  private  residences  the  old  flag  floats  proudly.  In  many  locali- 
ties in  this  State  the  veterans  visit  the  public  and  other  schools  on  Friday 
preceding  Memorial  Day  and  are  enthusiastically  received  by  the  chil- 
dren and  teachers.  Patriotic  exercises  are  held  in  all  Jersey  schools  on 
the  above  mentioned  day. 


NEW  YORK. 

N.  P.  Pond,  A.  I.  G. 

1.  Department : 

I.  Good ;  all  reports  were  in  good  order  and  can  be  readily  referred 
to.  2.  General ;  every  town  having  a  Post,  as  a  rule,  appropriates  money 
for  observance  of  Memorial  Day.  3.  While  the  demands  are  great  upon 
the  Department  Commander  and  his  Staff  they  have  devoted  much 
time,  also  |>ersonal  sacrifice,  to  visiting  Posts,  and  have  thus  revived 
interest  among  the  comrades.  4*  Seven  new  Posts  have  been  Instituted 
during  the  past  year.  5.  Nothing.  6.  Good  ;  there  has  been  a  gain  of 
112  members  during  the  year,  the  first  time  a  gain  has  been  made  since 
189a.    7.  No  report  made. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

I.  One  hundred  and  thirty-one  Camps  in  Department.  2.  Two  him- 
dred  and  forty-two  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  3.  Twenty-three  Circles^ 
a  total  membership  of  about  900. 
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3.  Homes — number  and  condition. 

I.  Two  Homes — one  at  Bath  for  men  only,  and  one  at  Oxford  for 
men  and  their  wives.  2.  None.  3.  None.  4*  None.  5.  None.  6. 
140,980  reported  by  Post  Quartermasters,  but  this  does  not  comprise 
all,  as  local  authorities  appropriate  funds  under  a  State  law  for  indigent 
soldiers  and  their  families. 

4.  Schools. 

1.  Is  general,  and  this  year  has  been  observed  to  a  greater  extent 
than  in  any  former  year  since  Memorial  Day  was  instituted.  2.  Yes. 
3.  Yes. 

5.  Public : 

I.  Yes,  although  the  day  is  given  over,  to  a  great  extent,  to  meas- 
ures not  in  keeping  with  its  sacred  import.  3.  In  this  Department  five 
Posts  have  associate  members. 


OHIO. 

J.  A.  Stipp,  A.  I.  G. 

I.    Department. 

I.  Condition  of  Department  Headquarters :  The  Department  Head- 
quat1«rs  are  in  first-class  condition,  well  equipped  with  furniture,  fixtures 
and  supplies  necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  matters  in  detail 
connected  with  the  Department.  The  affairs  are  conducted  in  the  most 
thorough  and  business  like  manner.  The  records  are  models  of  perfec- 
tion and  neatness.  2.  Observance  of  Memorial  Day  :  With  each  annual 
recurrence  of  Memorial  Day,  the  observance  is  becoming  more  general, 
not  only  by  the  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  but  patriotic 
citizens  and  civic  societies  and  military  organizations  in  every  city,  town, 
village  and  hamlet  in  this  Department  vie  with  the  Grand  Army  in  pa3r- 
ing  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  brave,  gallant  and  illustrious  dead—the 
children  of  the  public  schools  have  been  enlisted  in  this  kindly  remem- 
brance and  patriotic  duty  and  assist  in  strewing  flowers  upon  the  graves 
of  our  dead  comrades  and  chant  solemn  requiems  and  national  anthems. 
Thus  new  lessons  of  patriotism,  love  of  country,  and  a  sublime  venera- 
tion for  our  noble  dead  are  each  year  being  inculcated.  3.  Official  visita~ 
tions  :  A  great  many  camp  fires  and  reunions  have  been  held  throughout 
this  Department  during  the  past  year.  The  Department  Commander 
and  his  corps  of  assistants  have  been  assiduous  in  the  performance  of 
their  various  duties.    Official  visitations  have  been  made  in  almost  every 
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district  in  this  department— and  in  every  instance  tlie  Department  offi- 
cials have  been  received  in  that  spirit  of  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty 
that  characterizes  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  4.  New  Posts 
Established :  Notwithstanding  the  summit  of  our  numerical  strength  has 
long  since  been  passed,  and  year  by  year  our  ranks  are  being  reduced  in 
numbers,  it  is  my  very  pleasant  duty  to  report  that  four  (4)  new  Posts 
have  been  established  in  this  Department  with  an  aggregate  membership 
of  ninety-nine  (99)  added  to  our  number.  Although  a  very  small  in- 
crease, it  marks  a  degree  of  zeal  and  activity  on  the  part  of  our  Depart- 
ment officers  most  commendable.  5.  Business  of  National  Import  at 
last  Encampment :  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Department  Encampment 
a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  recommending  the  city  of  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  as  the  place  for  holding  the  National  Encampment  for  1898. 
Since  that  time,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  the  wishes  of  the  Grand  Army  in  this 
Department,  together  with  the  wishes  of  the  citizen's  committee  repre- 
senting the  city  of  Cincinnati  have  been  presented  to  the  National  En- 
campment and  accepted.  6.  General  condition  of  Department :  While 
the  Department  officers  have  been  unable  fully  to  accomplish  desired 
objects  and  aims,  the  general  condition  is  very  flattering  indeed.  The 
financial  condition  is  excellent.  There  has  been  a  large  falling  off  in 
membership  during  the  last  six  months  on  account  of  suspensions,  yet 
the  records  show  only  an  actual  net  loss  of  eleven  since  the  close  of  the 
term  ending  June  30,  1897.  The  losses  sustained  by  suspensions  have 
been  largely  overcome  in  the  following  manner:  When  the  present  ad- 
ministration assumed  charge  of  affairs  in  this  Department  June  30,  1897, 
there  were  seventy-seven  Posts  delinquent,  some  of  them  not  having 
made  reports  for  more  than  five  years.  The  efforts  put  forth  to  revive 
these  delinquent  Posts  have  been  substantially  rewarded,  and  fifty-five 
Posts  have  been  reclaimed  and  placed  in  good  standing,  and  1,155  names 
have  been  readded  to  our  membership  during  the  year.  The  report 
made  to  the  Adjutant  General  for  the  term  ending  December  31, 1897 
showed  675  Posts  with  a  total  membership  of  30,225  in  good  standing. 
Deducting  the  loss  sustained  during  tbe  last  six  months  on  account  of 
suspension,  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  this  Department  informs 
me  that  the  net  loss  sustained  as  compared  with  the  previous  term  end- 
ing June  30,  1897,  is  but  eleven,  making  our  total  membership  in  good 
standing  at  this  time  30,214.  7.  Burial  Grounds  :  Every  effort  has  been 
put  forth  to  obtain  information  relative  to  the  number  of  burial  lots 
owned  by  Posts  as  the  final  resting  places  for  deceased  comrades.  The 
information  derived  in  this  respect  is  very  meagre  indeed.  Cemeteries 
are  located  at  the  several  National  and  State  Homes  for  disabled  veter- 
ans, and  in  almost  every  city  and  town  a  place  has  been  set  aside  for  this 
purpose  and  designated  as  the  **  Soldiers*  Burial  Lot.*'  I  believe  that,  in 
this  Department,  no  Unk>n  soldier  sleeps  in  a  pauper's  grave. 
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2.  Auxiliary  Organizations. 

1.  Sons  of  Veterans:  From  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  I  learn 
that  there  are  at  the  present  time  107  camps,  a  gain  of  35  camps  since 
December  31, 1897.  The  total  in  membership  is  not  reported.  With  the 
coming  of  each  Memorial  Day,  this  organization  unites  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  in  paying  tribute  of  resi>ect  to  the  memory  of  our 
heroic  dead.  It  is,  however,  a  sad  commentary  to  note  the  fact  that 
fewer  than  2,000  names  are  enrolled  upon  the  roster  of  this  organization, 
especially  so,  since  this  Department  gave  nearly  300,000  brave  and  loyal 
men  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  National  Government. 

2.  Woman's  Relief  Corps :  At  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  June  15  and  16,  1897,  the  report  submitted 
was  as  follows: 

309  Corps  were  reported  in  good  standing  with  a  membership  of  11,134 
Total  number  of  soldiers  and  their  families  assisted  during  the  year,  7,196 

Cash  expended  for  relief  by  Corps #8,156.34 

Value  of  relief  other  than  money 6,843.70 

Cash  turned  over  to  Posts 2,886.43 

Total I7»886.47 

Cash  balance  in  Relief  Fund 14,429.36 

Cash  balance  in  General  Fund 10,613.06 

Cash  donations  from  Corps  to  the  various  Homes  in  the  State  .       754-9^ 

The  work  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  this  Department  cannot 
be  estimated  nor  computed  by  figures  given  in  reports.  Theirs  is  neces- 
sarily a  labor  of  love,  kindly  ministering  to  the  needy,  the  destitute  and 
the  dying.  The  present  number  of  Corps  as  reported  to  the  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  of  this  Department  shows  a  large  falling  off  from  the 
previous  year,  265  Corps  have  been  reported  in  good  standing.  Their 
total  membership  has  not  been  given. 

3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  The  Department  of  Ohio  has  had  no 
official  correspondence  with  this  organization  during  the  past  year, 
consequently  no  official  information  can  be  given  relative  thereto. 
Official  visitations  and  courtesies  are  exchanged  with  this  organization 
at  each  Annual  Department  Encampment.  I  learn  from  unofficial 
advices  that  the  organization  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  and  accom- 
plishes much  good  work. 

3.  Homes : 

I.  Ohio  Soldiers*  and  Sailors*  Home.  The  Ohio  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors*  Home  for  aged  and  disabled  veterans  is  located  at  Sandusky, 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  is  open  to  Ohio  resident  soldiers.  This  Home 
is  operated  and  controlled  by  a  Board  of  Trustees,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate  of  this  State.  The  Home  is 
under  the  personal  supervision  of  a  commandant.  General  Manning 
F.  Force,  an  Ohio  soldier,  who  won  honor  and  distinction  on  the^  field 
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of  battle.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  culture,  of  literary  attainments  and  an 
eminent  jurist.  He  is  possessed  c^  a  kindly,  generous  and  happy  dis- 
position, ol  the  ability  and  capacity  to  govern  the  Home  and  maintain 
the  discipline  so  necessary  for  its  successful  administration.  The  Home 
is  situated  on  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of  300  acres,  the  greater  portion 
of  which  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation.  The  buildings  are  con- 
structed of  stone  of  the  finest  quality  taken  from  quarries  on  the 
grounds.  The  administration  building  is  a  large  three-story  structure 
most  pleasing  in  its  architectural  design,  supplied  with  every  modem 
convenience  and  furnished  in  the  most  substantial  manner.  The  other 
buildings  consist  of  an  opera  house  with  a  seating  capacity  for  1,500,  a 
chapel,  a  library  building,  two  hospitals,  a  green  house,  six  double 
cottages,  ten  single  cottages,  two  handsome  frame  cottages  for  the 
Chaplain  and  the  Home  Surgeon  and  their  families  and  other  necessary 
store  houses  and  farm  buildings. 

Beautiful  and  well  kept  lawns  dotted  with  flower  beds,  shrubbery 
and  forest  trees  adorn  the  grounds.  Fanned  by  the  breezes  of  Lake 
Erie,  the|  atmosphere  of  the  Home  is  pure  and  invigorating.  This 
place  Is  a  mo^t  charming  and  delightful  spot  for  the  veteran  in  his 
declining  years.  The  records  show  1,530  names  on  the  roll,  with  1,267 
present.    The  condition  of  the  Home  is  excellent. 

2,  National  Soldiers*  Home.  The  Central  Branch,  National  Home 
for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers,  the  largest  and  finest  in  the  United 
States,  is  located  at  Dayton,  Montgomery  county,  Ohio.  This  Home 
is  maintained  and  operated  by  the  General  Government,  uqder  the 
direction  of  a  Board  of  Managers,  of  which  General  W.  B.  Franklin 
is  President.  The  Home  is  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Col. 
J.  B.  Thomas  as  governor,  aided  by  a  competent  corps  of  officers. 
The  tract  ol  land  comprises  about  600  acres,  situated  on  the  hills 
overlooking  the  Great  Miami  Valley.  The  site  is  beautiful  and  com- 
manding. The  hill  tops  are  crowned  with  magnificent  buildings  con- 
structed of  brick  and  stone,  consisting  of  an  administration  building, 
a  chapel,  an  opera  house,  two  library  buildings,  store  houses,  conser- 
vatories and  amusement  halls.  The  Veterans*  Club  house,  recently 
built  by  the  Post  fund,  is  daily  crowded  with  the  old  soldiers,  to  whom 
it  has  proved  a  great  boon  and  by  whom  it  is  fully  appreciated.  The 
grandeur  and  magnificence  of  this  Home  is  acknowledged  by  all. 
Broad  avenues,  extensive  and  well  kept  lawns,  miniature  lakes,  grot- 
tos, deer  parks,  forest  trees,  pavilions,  and,  in  season,  flowers  and 
tropical  plants  in  profusion,  make  this  place  a  scene  of  unsurpassed 
beauty. 

The  Home  is  a  city,  distinctive  in  its  character  with  a  population 
made  up  exclusively  of  old  soldiers.  The  whole  number  cared  for  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  was  7,037.  The  average  present  during 
the  year  was  5,979.    The  year  was  a  healthful  one  for  the  members  of  the 
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Home.  During  the  year  344  comrades  answered  the  last  *'roll  call*'  and 
have  passed  to  the  further  side.  *  The  general  expenditures  for  the' year 
ending  June  30,  1897,  aggregated  $699,425.41-  The  estimate  of  expense 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1898,  aggregates  1755,715.76. 

4.  W.  R.  Corps  Home :  The  National  Woman's  Relief  Corps  Home 
is  located  at  Madison,  Lake  County,  Ohio.  It  was  instituted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  providing  a  home  and  support  for  "Army  Nurses  of  the  late  Civil 
War  who,  by  reason  of  age  or  disability,  are  unable  to  support  themselves, 
and  for  the  indigent  mothers,  widows  or  dependents  of  union  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines  of  the  late  war,  the  word  *  dependents '  to  include 
sisters,  children,  or  other  relatives,  with  whose  care  and  maintenance 
such  veterans  were  properly  chargeable.'* 

This  institution  is  under  the  management  of  a  Board  of  Directors, 
one  of  whom  is  elected  at  the  convention  of  the  National  W.  R.  C.  every 
year.  The  tract  of  land  consists  ot  about  ten  acres  situated  not  far  from 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  The  property  was  deeded  to  the  officers 
of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  and  their  successors  in  office.  It  is  main- 
tained by  donations  and  contributions  from  the  various  departments  of 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  Large  sums  of  money  have  been  expended 
in  the  erection  of  commodious  and  substantial  buildings  and  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  grounds.  By  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  in 
189 1,  a  building  known  as  the  *'  Ohio  Cottage  "  was  erected  and  furnished 
at  the  munificent  cost  of  135,000  and  presented  to  the  National  W.  R.  C. 
Home.    The  estimated  value  of  the  entire  property  is  165,000. 

The  site  of  the  Home  is  attractive  and  beautiful.  The  buildings  and 
grounds  are  in  excellent  condition.  The  rooms  are  elegantly  and  taste- 
fully furnished.  Under  the  guidance  of  woman's  gentle  hand  content- 
ment and  happiness  reigns  supreme  in  this  Home.  The  Treasurer's  re~ 
port  ot  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  is  as 
follows: 

Total  receipts |i  1,781.20 

Total  expenditures 10,257.01 

Balance  in  fund  June  30, 1897 1.524. 19 

Of  the  sixty-six  inmates  present  on  July  23,  1897,  one  was  over  89 
years  of  age,  three  were  over  85  years  of  age,  seventeen  were  over  80 
years  of  age,  and  many  others  were  over  70  years  of  age.  These  inmates 
appeal  most  strongly  to  our  sympathy,  to  our  generosity,  to  our  Idve  of 
country.  They  are  of  the  loyal  mothers  and  the  loyal  wives  of  our  land 
who,  indeed,  gave  most,  endured  most,  sacrificed  most,  that  our  country 
might  live. 

5.  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Orphans  Home :  The  Ohio  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Orphans  Home,  located  at  Xenia,  Greene  County,  Ohio,  is  the 
especial  pride  of  the  State.    The  Home  consists  ot  300  acres,  situated 
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just  outside  the  city  limits.  The  site  is  healthful  and  well  adapted  to  its 
present  purposes. 

The  buildings  consist  of  an  administration  building  with  a  large  din- 
ing room  attached;  ten  single  cottages  on  the  west  side  of  the  adminis- 
tration building,  and  ten  single  and  six  double  cottages  on  the  east  side- 
making  thirty-two  cottages  in  all;  two  school  houses,  a  chapel,  a  hospit&l 
and  four  cottage  hospitals,  a  laundry,  industrial  building,  a  pump  house, 
engine  rooms,  an  electrical  power  house,  a  gas  house,  green  houses,  a 
slaughter  house  and  necessary  farm  buildings. 

The  administration  and  single  cottage  buildings  are  placed  in  a 
straight  line,  facing  north,  making  a  fronUge  of  nearly  1,500  feet.  Five 
double  cottages  are  placed  in  a  circular  line,  fronting  west.  The  other 
cottages  are  placed  in  a  similar  manner  fronting  east  The  buildings  are 
substantial  brick  structures,  attractive  and  pleasing  in  architectural  de- 
sign. The  grounds  are  clothed  with  a  natural  growth  of  forest  trees. 
The  avenues  and  driveways  are  broad  and  well  graded  and  admirably 
adapted  for  their  purposes.  A  miniature  lake  500  feet  in  diameter,  sup- 
plied with  excellent  water  from  the  pumping  station,  adds  beauty  to  this 
picturesque  spot. 

In  season,  a  profusion  of  palms,  tropical  and  potted  plants  placed  in 
beds  representing  the  initials  '*  G.  A.  R.'*  with  its  mottos,  lends  a  most 
charming  scene  to  the  eye,  while  the  ever  pervading  and  sweet  perfume 
of  the  beautiful  flowers  marks  the  place  as  a  most  sacred  spot. 

The  administration  building  has  three  stories,  and  is  occupied  by 
the  officers  and  teachers;  the  cottages  are  two  stories  high  and  are  ar- 
ranged to  accommodate  about  twenty-five  children  in  each  of  the  single 
cottages  and  sixty  children  in  each  of  the  double  cottages.  One  of  the 
school  buildings  is  three  stories  high,  and  will  accommodate  nearly  700 
children;  the  other  schoolhouse  has  eleven  rooms,  in  two  of  which  are 
conducted  the  schools  of  domestic  economy.  The  chapel  has  a  seating 
capacity  for  1,200.  The  hospital  is  admirably  arranged  for  the  sick.  An- 
nexed to  the  administration  building  is  the  domestic  building,  on  the 
ground  floor  of  which  is  the  children's  dining  room  with  a  seating  capac- 
ity for  nearly  1,000. 

Under  the  personal  supervision  of  competent  teachers  the  following 
trades  are  taught :  Baker,  barber,  blacksmith,  butcher,  carpenter,  cloth- 
ing, domestic  economy,  electricity,  engineering,  farming,  florist,  paint- 
ing, printing,  shoemaking,  stenography,  tinning  and  telegraphy.  Daily 
average  pupils  in  attendance  903.  Last  year  for  the  first  time,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  have  teachers  for  the  high  schools.  This  year  in  ad- 
dition to  the  high  school  course  of  three  years,  there  is  a  class  complet- 
ing the  four  years'  course.  Their  studies  at  present  are  solid  geometry, 
Cicero's  orations,  and  a  review  of  the  common  branches  with  a  view  of 
taking  teachers'  examination. 

In  June  1897, 33  pupils  received  certificates  for  having  completed  two 
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years'  work  in  the  high  school.  In  June  1898,  38  others  will  be  entitled 
to  receive  the  same.  In  estimating  the  good  work  accomplished  by  this 
institution,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  children  are  honorably  dis- 
charged upon  their  arrival  at  the  age  of  16  years.  This  magnificent 
Home  is  owned  by  the  State  of  Ohfo,  and  it  is  supported  by  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  legislature  of  the  same.  Annual  contributions  are 
made  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
and  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  for  the  purchase  of  Christmas  presents* 
Each  and  every  child  is  asked  to  indicate  its  wishes,  and  its  wants  are 
most  cheerfully  supplied  and  the  hearts  of  the  little  ones  are  gladdened 
and  made  happy.  Christmas  Day  of  last  year  was  a  most  delightful  day 
at  this  Home.  There  were  present  on  this  occasion  Department  Com- 
mander Kissinger  and  staff,  with  their  wives,  and  representatives  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  the  W.  R.  C,  the  G.  A.  R.  Circle  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 
The  presents  for  the  children  from  these  department  organizations  were 
all  of  excellent  selection  and  valuable  as  well..  The  cantata  rendered  by 
the  children  on  Christmas  eve  was  a  pronotmced  success.  The  educa- 
tional department  is  a  marked  feature  of  the  institution. 

6.  Amount  of  State  aid :  The  Ohio  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Home,  at 
Sandusky,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  had  placed  to  its  credit  and  subject  to 
draft  during  the  fiscal  year  1897  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year 
1898: 

Total 1228,474.56 

Of  this  amount  the  State  received  from  the  general  Govern- 
ment for  current  expenses m»555«o8 

Ii6,9i9.4« 
By  a  recent  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
for  the  fiscal  year  of  1898,  an  appropriation  was  made 
amounting  to 85,000.00 

Total  amount  of  State  aid 201,919.48 

The  Ohio  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Orphans*  Home  located  at  Xenla, 
Ohio,  has  been  most  generously  provided  for  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  Ohio.  The  amount  appropriated  and  disbursed  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  November  15,  1897,  was  1210,572.73.  Amount  recently  appropri- 
ated by  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ohio  for  fiscal  year  ending 
November  15,  1898, 1183,800. 

No.  4.    Schools. 

I.  Participation  in  observance  of  Memorial  Day :  In  the  Department 
of  Ohio  it  has  long  been  the  established  custom  to  close  the  public  schools 
on  Memorial  Day.  Each  succeeding  year  witnesses  an  increased  desire 
on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies  prac- 
ticed by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The  lessons  inculcated  inspire 
our  youth  with  greater  love  of  country,  with  ardent  devotion  to  her  inter- 
ests, and  imbue  them  with  a  firm  belief  in  the  righteousness  ot  the  cause 
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for  which  we  battled.  They  are  also  taus:ht  that  they  who  were  our 
enemies  are  to-day  our  friends  and  countrymen;  that  they  and  we  have  a 
common  history  in  the  past,  a  common  heritage,  a  common  hope  for  the 
future;  that  our  interests  are  one. 

2.  The  National  Flag  and  the  School  Houses  :  The  American  flag, 
the  emblem  of  our  national  unity  and  freedom,  floats  over  almost  every 
school  house  in  this  Department.  In  all  school  exercises  of  a  public 
character  the  national  flag  is  displayed,  while  the  flag  in  miniature  is  worn 
by  the  children  who,  taught  fully  to  understand  its  meaning,  love  it  for 
what  it  has  been,  and  respect  and  reverence  it  for  what  it  is. 

3.  Do  Comrades  hold  Patriotic  Exercises  in  School  Houses?  On 
each  Friday  afternoon  preceding  Memorial  Day,  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  almost  every  school  district  in  this  De- 
partment are  assigned  to  the  pleasant  duty  of  visiting  the  ward  and  dis- 
trict schools. 

The  programmes  outlined  by  the  teachers  in  anticipation  of  such 
visitations  consist  of  the  singing  of  patriotic  songs,  orations,  recitations 
and  historical  readings,  interspersed  with  remarks  by  the  comrades  inci- 
dent to  their  experiences  of  the  camp,  the  march,  the  bivouac  and  the  bat. 
tie.  The  day  is  looked  forward  to  and  hailed  with  delight  by  the  children, 
the  teachers  and  the  parents.  The  reception  extended  to  the  comrades 
is  of  the  most  cordial  nature,  and  the  great  interest  taken  by  all  is  of  the 
most  pleasing  and  delightlul  character. 

4.  How  is  the  History  of  the  Civil  War  taught?  The  history  of  the 
Civil  War  is  taught  from  text-books  adopted  by  the  board  of  education  in 
the  various  school  districts  throughout  the  State. 

Much  complaint  has  been  made,  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  in 
this  Department  relative  to  the  truthfulness  and  correctness  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  books  now  employed  for  this  purpose.  The 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  the  Department  of  Ohio  insists  and  de- 
mands that  a  complete,  fair  and  impartial  history  shall  be  used,  and  it 
will  accept  nothing  less.    The  present  histories  are  not  acceptable. 

No.  5.    Public. 

I .  Do  the  People  generally  observe  Memorial  Day?  The  self-respect- 
ing, moral  and  intelligent  people  of  this  State  vie  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  in  the  proper  observance  of  Memorial  Day.  Unfor- 
tunately, we  have  a  class  of  people  ever  present  with  us  who  do  not  un- 
derstand nor  appreciate  the  issues  that  provoked  the  great  civil  war;  nor 
can  they  ever  realize  or  appreciate  the  great  sacrifices  of  blood  and 
treasure  attending  the  conflict  for  national  supremacy. 

>  Through  the  influence  of  our  public  schools  the  children,  we  hope, 
of  those  who  fought,  endured  and  gave  for  union  and  liberty  protected 
by  law,  will  continue  the  exercises  of  Memorial  Day  long  after  the  actors 
in  the  struggle  shall  have  passed  away. 
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2.  The  Public,  Social  and  Moral  Support  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  In  this  Department  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
holds  a  high  place  in  public  regard.  It  is  esteemed  for  its  spirit  of 
friendship,  charity  and  loyalty,  lor  the  integrity  and  intense  patriotism 
of  its  members,  for  their  pride  in  the  growth  and  development  of  their 
country,  for  their  readiness  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  to  obey  and 
uphold  the  laws  and  preserve  peace  and  good  order.  Our  organization 
has  the  social  and  moral  support  of  all  good  citizens.  Its  badge  com- 
mands respect,  its  wearer  has  the  sympathy,  the  recognition  to  which 
his  deeds  and  his  lile  entitle  him. 

3.  Associate  Membership.  There  are  very  few  if  any  Posts  in  this 
Department  that  have  associate  members.  Suspended  members  prefer 
re-instatement  and  active  membership.  Many  are  so  situated  as  to  be 
unable  to  attend  the  Post  meetings.  Others  reside  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  location  of  the  Posts.  The  Posts  are  self-sustaining, 
and  the  active  members  are  adverse  to  associate  membership,  their 
feeling  being  prompted  largely  by  pride  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
interests  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  General  Henry 
Kissinger,  Commander  of  this  Department,  and  his  very  efficient  Assist- 
ant Adjutant  General,  William  H.  Bussard,  for  kindness  and  courte^es 
extended. 

To  yourself,  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  iavors  received. 


OKLAHOMA. 
Geo.  A.  Garrison,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report,  though  later  than  orders  made 
it  my  duty  to  do.  I  inspected  Department  headquarters  at  Guthrie  May 
ist,  finding  Assistant  Adjutant  General  M.  L.  Mock's  books  well  kept — 
as  was  also  Quartermaster  General  J.  N.  Ray's  books — and  office  in  ex- 
cellent order,  showing  that  the  G.  A.  R.  b  growing  and  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition in  this  Department  The  general  condition  of  this  Department  is 
exceedingly  good  for  one  so  young. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  get  reports  from  all  the  Posts  in  this  Depart- 
ment, but  as  fas  as  heard  from  Memorial  Day  services  were  observed  by 
all  Posts  and  citizens.  At  Mulhall  Memorial  Services  were  of  the  highest 
order.  Rev.  ].  D.  M.  Buckner,  of  Guthrie,  gave  those  present  such  a 
treat  that  one  and  all  agreed  it  was  the  best  address  they  had  ever  had 
the  pleasure  of  listening  to  on  such  an  occasion.  Also  the  choir  had 
gotten  music  especially  for  the  occasion,  and  it  was  rendered  in  such  a 
masterly  way  as  to  be  called  for  and  repeated  on  Monday. 
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Department  officers  visited  the  several  Posts,  or  at  least  the  greater 
part  of  them,  and  Commander  Young  would  have  done  so  entirely,  but 
for  his  health,  which  has  been  quite  poor  the  past  year,  and  to  visit  many 
Posts  it  was  necessary  to  go  by  private  conveyance,  which  made  it  very 
difficult  for  one  of  his  age.  As  ^  as  I  can  learn,  none  of  the  Posts  own 
burial  lots,  but  Thomas  Post,  No.  11,  at  Mulhall. 

There  are  no  living  Sons  of  Veterans  Camps.  Am  not  advised  as  to 
number  of  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  Ladies  of  G.  A.  R.  in  this  Depart- 
ment consist  of  16  Circles  and  300  members.  This  report  is  one  year 
old,  and  there  is  a  great  awakening  in  the  last  six  months. 

There  are  no  Homes  in  this  Departmerit  Amount  of  State  aid, 
none.  Old  Glory  fa  seen  on  but  very  few  school-houses.  Comrades  do 
not,  to  any  great  extent,  hold  patriotic  services  in  schools.  I  am  not 
informed  as  to  the  mode  of  teaching  the  History  of  the  Civil  War. 

Citizens  have  heretofore  used  Memorial  Day  as  a  day  for  sport  and 
amusement,  but,  thanks  to  our  Past  Department  Commander  and  Gov. 
C.  M.  Barnes  and  his  Proclamation,  thfa  year  we  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Judging  from  reports  at  the  Encampment  at  Shawnee,  and  the  Post 
at  Mulhall.  which  I  have  the  honor  of  commanding,  reports  will  show  a 
very  satisfactory  gain  in  membership.  I  bear  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps  fa  in  a  flourishing  condition. 


OREGON. 
George  W.  Grannis,  A.  I.  G. 

I  personally  inspected  the  Headquarters  of  the  Department,  and 
found  everything  in  neat  and  convenient  order,  the  officers  courteous, 
and  their  books  kept  in  a  neat  and  perfectly  workmanlike  manner. 

Memorial  Day  is  observed  by  nearly  every  Post  in  the  Department, 
and  their  efforts  are  seconded  by  a  fair  proportion  of  the  citizens  in 
general.  The  teachers  of  our  Public  Schools  are  uniformly  willing  to 
join  the  Posts  in  doing  honor  to  the  memory  of  our  noble  dead.  Oregon 
is  a  State  of  magnificent  distances,  hence  it  is  not  possible  for  Depart- 
ment Officers  to  visit  Posts  as  they  ought,  or  as  most  of  them  would  be 
glad  to  do.  One  new  Post  was  organized  during  the  past  year,  but  we 
are  faced  with  the  fact  that  from  now  on  it  will  not  be  possible  to  organ- 
ize new  Posts,  but  rather  to  unite  failing  ones,  so  as  to  strengthen  and 
preserve  our  much-loved  order.  It  is  with  pride  that  I  am  able  to  say 
that  the  Department  of  Oregon  is  in  good  condition.  Our  Department 
Encampments  are  annual  feasts  of  kindly  feelings  one  towards  another. 
Several  of  the  Posts  own  burial  lots,  and  it  fa  a  notable  fact  that 
through  the  influence  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  the  ceme- 
tenes  of  the  State  are  much  better  cared  for  than  in  the  past. 
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There  are  nine  camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  within  the  Department, 
three  new  ones  having  been  organized  during  the  past  year.  The  mem- 
bership of  said  Camps  is  only  175.  The  loyalty  ol  the  Sons  of  Veterans 
must  not  be  judged  by  these,  but  rather  by  the  fact  that  when  the  2d 
Oregon  marched  to  the  front,  led  by  Col.  Summers,  a  Past  Department 
Commander  of  Oregon,  at  least  seven-tenths  of  the  boys  were  sons  of 
the  men  who  answered  the  call  from  '61  to  '65.  The  Sons  of  Veterans 
are  all  right. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  in  fine  working  order.  Their  more 
than  forty  corps  are  doing  much  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the  needy  mem- 
bers of  the  G.  A.  R.  There  are  four  organizations  of  the  Ladies  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  the  members  of  which  are  loyal  to  the  objects  of  their  organi- 
zation. 

We  have  one  State  Soldiers'  Home*  with  accommodations  for  about 
80  old  soldiers.  The  Home  is  well  kept  by  Comrade  Byars  and  his  wife, 
and  all  that  humane  kindness  can  do  to  make  the  lot  of  the  old  veterans 
pleasant  is  cheerfully  done.  I  speak  from  imformation  gathered  by  per- 
sonal inspection. 

We  have  an  indigent  soldiers'  relief  law  through  which  much  aid  is 
given  needy  soldiers  in  all  the  cotmties  of  the  State.  I  cannot  report  the 
amount  of  such  aid,  but  it  has  enabled  the  Posts  to  care  for  their  mem- 
bers as  it  would  not  be  possible  to  do  from  the  meager  funds  of  the 
Posts. 

The  members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  are  encouraging  the  display  of  Old 
Glory  on  our  schoolhouses,  and  will  do  so  until  on  every  temple  of  learn- 
ing in  the  State  her  graceful  folds  may  flutter  in  our  pure  air.  We  visit 
the  schools  and  are  always  welcomed  by  teacher  and  scholar. 

We  do  not  have  associate  members  in  this  Department,  and  had  you 
listened  to  the  storm  of  '*  No"  with  which  a  resolution  looking  in  that 
direction  was  voted  down  at  our  last  Department  Encampment,  you 
would  have  concluded  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  there  would  be  any 
in  this  Department. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

G.  Harry  Davis,  A.  I.  G. 

I.  Department. 

I.  Headquarters  of  Department  of  Pennsylvania  are  located  at  Phil- 
adelphia in  the  easternmost  of  the  group  of  historic  buildings  having  old 
Independence  Hall  for  its  centre.  It  has  furnished  National  Headquarters 
with  separate  accommodation  for  the  transaction  of  its  business  free  of 
expense.  The  rooms  are  clean,  well  kept,  and  inviting  to  the  comrades 
who  visit  that  city.    Daily  and  weekly  papers  are  found  on  the  tables  and 
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conveniences  for  correspondence  are  furnished.  The  rooms  are  well 
lighted,  pictures  hang  on  the  walls,  and  a  recognition  of  comfort  and 
homelikeness  is  everywhere  found.  The  business  is  faithfully  attented  to 
by  the  Assistant  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster  Generals,  aided  by  a  clerk. 
The  books  are  properly  kept  in  a  business  like  manner  and  were  cor- 
rectly balanced  and  closed  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year.  2.  Memorial 
Day  is  faithfully  observed  by  all  the  Posts  in  the  Department  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  with  the  solemnity  properly  belonging  thereto.  3.  As  near  as 
can  be  ascertained,  100  of  the  597  Posts  were  visited  by  the  Department 
officers  during  the  year,  ending  with  the  encampment  held  at  Oil  City  on 
the  8th  and  9th  of  June,  1898.  Each  and  all  of  the  Posts  had  been  in- 
spected by  the  inspecting  officers.  4.  Three  new  Posts  were  organized 
during  the  past  year,  one  each  at  New  Kensington  and  Mahafify,  Pa.,  and 
one  at  Lima,  Peru,  South  America.  5.  The  only  business  of  national 
importance  transacted  at  the  last  encampment  was  the  recommendation 
of  General  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Commander-in-Chief,  to  be  Brigadier  General 
of  Volunteers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  6.  The  general  condi- 
tion of  the  Department  is  excellent.  It  is  entirely  out  of  debt,  having  in 
bank  to  its  credit  at  the  convening  of  the  annual  encampment  at  Oil 
City  the  sum  of  14,141.35,  with  no  bills  outstanding.  The  morale  of  the 
comrades  is  high,  showing  constant  improvement  in  this  regard.  Loy- 
alty to  the  organization  and  its  principles  is  evidenced  by  the  action  of 
both  Posts  and  individual  comrades.  7.  There  is  no  record  of  the  Posts 
owning  burial  lots. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organization. 

I.  134  Posts  have  Sons  of  Veterans  attached.  There  are  161  Camps 
of  this  order,  witli  a  membership  of  5,630.  Very  many  are  now  in  the 
army  and  are  serving  at  the  front.  2.  .138  Posts  have  Woman's  Relief 
Corps  attached.  There  are  139  of  these  Corps  in  this  jurisdiction  with  a 
membership  of  4,298. 

3.  Homes. 

I.  Soldiers*  and  Sailors*  Home  at  Eric,  supported  by  State  appropri- 
ation, and  is  excellently  managed.  2.  There  are  no  National  Homes. 
3.  There  are  no  G.  A.  R.  Homes.  4.  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  has  a 
Home  at  Brookville,  and  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  have  two — one  at 
Hawkins,  Allegheny  Cotmty,  and  one  at  Philadelphia.  The  Erie  Home 
is  devoted  exclusively  to  the  veterans  of  the  War  of  1861-1S65.  The 
others  admit  soldiers  and  sailors  and  their  wives,  or  the  wives,  widows 
and  other  near  relations.  The  Home  at  Brookville  provides  also  for 
Army  nurses.  5.  There  are  four  Soldiers*  Orphan  Homes— one  each  at 
Chester  Springs,  Harford,  Uniontown  and  Scotland,  with  accommoda- 
tions for  about  1,000  children.  The  Scotland  School  it  an  industrial  insti- 
tution where  the  pupils  besides  the  higher  intellectual  branches  are 
taught  the  rudiments  of  mechanical,  mercantile  and  household  education 
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until  their  graduation  at  the  age  of  i6  years.  All  these  institutions  are 
supported  by  the  State  and  are  managed  by  a  Commission  consisting  of 
eleven  members,  as  follows:  the  Governor,  president  ex-officio,  two 
members  from  the  Senate,  three  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
five  soldiers  of  the  war,  nominated  by  the  Commander  ot  this  Depart- 
ment to  the  Governor,  by  whom  the  appointments  are  made.  6.  |i,ooo 
per  annum  is  appropriated  by  the  State  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to 
the  printing  and  publishing  of  the  reports  of  the  annual  encampments. 

4.  Schools. 

I.  Their  participation  in  Memorial  Day  services  is  very  general.  They 
ftimbh  much  of  the  vocal  music  and  large  quantities  of  flowers.  The 
children  are  enthusiastic  and  are,  we  believe,  benefited  by  their  panid- 
pation  in  these  ceremonies,  s.  Old  Glory  floats  over  the  schoolhouses 
in  this  Department.  The  exceptions  are  so  rare  as  to  be  noticeable  and 
be  made  the  subject  of  critical  comment.  3.  Comrades  hold  only  occa- 
sional patriotic  exercises  in  schools.  4.  The  history  of  the  Civil  War  is 
taught  mostly  by  the  teachers  as  part  of  the  curriculum  of  tlie  schools. 

5.  Public. 

I.  The  people  generally  observe  Memorial  Day,  and  the  exercises  of 
the  various  Posts  always  gather  large  numbers.  The  day  itself  being  a 
State  holiday  is,  of  course,  generally  observed.  Too  many,  however, 
make  it  a  time  for  picnicking  aod  sport,  and  fail  either  to  recognize  its 
solemnity  or  significance.  This  has  been  a  source  of  complaint  on  the 
part  of  many  comrades,  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  press,  are  en- 
deavoring to  educate  the  public  into  a  more  thorough  and  proper  observ- 
ance. It  is  only  fair,  however,  to  say  that  generally  the  people  do  ob- 
serve the  day.  2.  The  public,  social  and  moral  support  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  is  excellent.  The  press  and  the  people  are  in  full 
accord  with  the  organization,  freely  extending  sympathy  and  aid.  3. 
There  is  no  record  of  Posts  having  associate  members.  The  number  is 
very  small,  and  is  mostly  confined  to  the  large  cities. 


POTOMAC. 

G.  H.  Slaybaugh,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  accordance  with  your  Circular  No.  i, 
dated  March  25,  1898,  respecting  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  as 
follows,  viz : 

First 

I.  Department  Headquarters  is  in  excellent  condition.  2  Memorial 
Day  is  not  observed  by  individual  Posts,  but  all  official  observances  of 
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the  day  are  in  charge  of  a  General  Committee,  constituted  by  the  De- 
partment Encampment  This  Committee  arranges  for  the  strewing  of 
flowers  upon  the  graves  and  the  holding  of  exercises  at  the  several  ceme- 
teries within  this  jurisdiction.  3.  Department  officers  visit  the  several 
Posts  in  their  official  capacity  at  least  once  each  year.  4.  No  new  Posts. 
5.  None.  6.  The  general  condition  of  the  Department  is  good.  7. 
None  of  the  Posts  own  burial  lots. 

Second. 

I.  Six  Camps  of  Sons  of  Veterans  are  within  the  Department.  2. 
Nine  Auxiliary  Corps  of  the  W.  R.  C  3.  One  Circle  of  Ladies  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  These  auxiliary  organizations  are  active  in  their  several  de- 
partments of  work  and  are  most  helpful  in  many  ways  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

Third. 

There  is  a  Temporary  Home  for  soldiers  and  sailors  in  this  city, 
which  is  organized  and  managed  by  a  Board  composed  of  individual 
members  of  the  G.  A.  R.  for  the  purpose,  as  its  name  implies,  of  giving 
food  and  shelter  to  veterans  of  the  late  war,  not  members  of  this  De- 
partment, who  may  be  temporarily  in  the  city  and  without  means  of  sup- 
port.   This  Home  is  supported  by  Congressional  appropriation. 

Fourth. 

I.  The  schoob  aid  in  the  collection  of  flowers  and  the  children  in 
the  exercises  at  cemeteries  as  occasion  requires  or  suggests.  2.  The  flag 
floats  over  all  the  school  buildings  of  our  city  during  school  hours.  3. 
Comrades  assist  in  holding  exercises  of  a  patriotic  nature  in  the  schools, 
especially  on  flag  days.  4.  This  item  cannot  be  answered  except  by  the 
general  statement  that  the  history  of  the  Civil  War  is  taught,  as  a  rule, 
according  as  the  sympathy  of  the  individual  teacher  is  with  the  North  or 
the  South. 

Fifth. 

The  people  of  Northern  extraction  and  sympathies  generally  observe 
and  attend  the  exercises  on  Memorial  Day.  Others  are  more  or  less  in- 
different. 2.  The  support  given  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is 
largely  dependent  upon  the  division  of  sentiment  indicated  in  item  i. 
3.  None  of  the  Posts  in  the  Department  have  associate  members. 
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RHODE  ISLAND. 

L.  T.  Clawson,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  ofiSdal  duties 
in  compliance  with  your  circular  letter  No.  i,  issued  under  date  of  March 

25,  1898- 

Department  Commander  Livingston  Scott's  administration  is  remark- 
able for  its  advanced  position  in  Department  work,  and  unanimity  of 
effort  throughout  the  Department.  Abundant  proof  of  his  comrades* 
wisdom  in  placing  him  in  this  responsible  and  honored  positfon  is  very 
apparent,  to  which  this  report  makes  further  mention  under  the  various 
topics  treated. 

I.    Department : 

I.  The  Headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island  now 
occupy  spacious  and  permanent  quarters  in  the  Arnold  Building,  No. 
124  Washington  Street,  Providence,  R.  L  Here  they  have  ample  room, 
together  with  every  convenience  that  go  to  make  it  an  ideal  Department 
G.  A.  R.  Headquarters.  A  personal  inspection  revealed  everything  in 
perfect  order— Past  Dept.  Commander  P.  S.  Chase,  A.  A.  G.,  now  filling 
the  office  for  his  fifth  successive  term,  b  admirably  fitted  for  the  position. 
His  records  are  kept  in  a  systematic  manner  and  present  an  example  of 
neatness  and  business  accuracy.  Complete  sets  of  National  and  De- 
partment General  and  Special  Orders,  since  their  respective  organiza- 
tion, are  bound  and  preserved.  "Official  Records  ci  the  Union  and 
Confederate  Armie<«,"  together  with  all  the  official  maps,  bound  in  two 
volumes,  occupy  a  beautiful  case  constructed  for  their  special  use. 
This  especially  valuable  History  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Prentiss,  widow 
of  our  late  beloved  comrade,  as  a  Memorial  to  her  husband,  Edward  F. 
Prentiss,  Past  A.  A.  G.  of  the  Department,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
A.  D.  C  on  Commander-in-Chief  F.  S.  Clarkson's  staff.  Department 
Headquarters  are  thrown  open  to  the  public  every  Saturday  night,  and 
comrades  improve  this  opportunity  to  assemble  trom  the  various  Posts. 
On  Thursday  afternoons  they  are  regularly  thrown  open  to  the  use  of  the 
Department  Headquarters  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  The  official 
duties  and  records  of  Comrades  Geo.  H.  Chenery,  Assistant  Q.  M.  G. ; 
R.  Harry  Robinson,  Inspector ;  Geo.  N.  Bliss,  Judge  Advocate ;  Joseph  F. 
Means «  Chief  Mustering  Officer  ;  Elisha  P.  Clark,  Medical  Director  ;  and 
Hopkins  B.  Cady,  Department  Chaplain,  have  been  so  faithfully  and 
eciffiently  performed  as  to  merit  personal  and  special  mention,  but  space 
alloted  my  report  will  not  permit  it.  2.  Every  Post  sacredly  observed 
Memorial  Day  with  impressive  services.  There  was  not  a  veteran's 
grave  within  the  limits  of  the  Department  but  what  was  strewn  with 
flowers.  For  years  our  Department  Commanders  have  endeavored  to 
personally  visit*  or  be  represented  by  members  of  their  staff,  at  every 
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Post  in  the  Department.  In  this  respect  Department  Commander  Scott 
has  reached  the  climax,  for  every  Post  in  the  Department  was  officially 
visited  by  him  personally,  and  for  the  most  part  he  was  accompanied  by 
many  members  of  his  official  and  personal  staff.  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion but  that  the  official  presence,  annually,  of  the  Department  Com- 
mander and  his  stafK  result  in  great  good  throughout  the  Department 
and  especially  to  the  outlying  Posts.  4.  No  new  Posts.  5.  The  Thirty- 
first  Annual  Encampment  of  Rhode  Island  G.  A.  R.  assembled  Thurs- 
day, January  27, 1898,  at  the  Opera  House,  in  Westerly,  R.  I.,  as  guests 
of  Budlong  Post.  No.  18,  which  will  be  an  occasion  of  lasting  memory. 
6.  The  general  condition  of  the  Department  is  very  good  indeed.  A 
spirit  of  union  of  effort  prevails,  and  a  growing  interest  in  the  wellfare 
of  the  order  everywhere  continues.  How  many  Posts  own  burial  lots  ? 
No  records  at  Department  Headquarters  concerning  this. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organization  : 

I.  Sons  of  Veterans:  While  their  membersjiip  has  diminished  some 
20  per  cent,  by  the  disbanding  of  one  Camp  in  December,  and  by  the 
suspending  of  one  other  for  non-payment  of  per  capita  tax,  the  order  is 
thought  to  be  upon  a  more  satisfactory  basis.  Every  Camp  participated 
on  Memorial  Day,  213  out  of  398  being  in  line  among  the  various. Posts. 
On  Memorial  Sunday  177  were  in  attendance.  The  President's  call  for 
volunteers  to  suppress  Spanish  intolerance  was  responded  to  by  the  Sons 
from  all  over  the  Department.  Captain  Card's  Camp,  of  Woonsocket, 
enlisted  to  a  man.  2.  Woman's  Relief  Corps  maintain  the  high  standard 
of  efficiency  accorded  this  Department,  and  under  the  leadership  of  the 
Department  President,  Bessie  M.  Seymour,  followed  by  Ella  F.  Burt,  at 
their  election  of  January  27th,  1898,  have  rendered  efficient  service  to 
our  order.  3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. :  No  organization  in  this  Department. 

3.  Homes,  Number  and  Condition  : 

I.  State  Soldiers'  Home.  On  June  14th,  accompanied  by  Past  De- 
partment Commander  Gideon  Spencer,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  I 
officially  visited  our  State  Soldiers'  Home.  Capt.  Benjamin  L.  Hall, 
Past  Department  Commander,  the  Commandant,  extended  every  possi- 
ble courtesy.  The  commodious  pavilion,  which  has  been  added  during 
the  past  year,  affords  ample  accommodations.  415  veterans  have  found 
a  home  here,  and  77  deaths  have  occurred  since  the  Home  was  organ- 
ized. The  whole  number  cared  for  during  the  year  1897  was  228.  The 
last  annual  report  shows  176  enrolled—a  gain  of  32  over  the  year  before 
— with  12  deaths.  A  surgeon's  cottage  will  be  built  during  the  year. 
This  would  seem  to  make  the  appointment  of  the  Home  most  complete, 
which,  with  location,  skirted,  as  the  surroundings  are,  by  the  beautiful 
waters  of  Mount  Hope  Bay  and  the  most  picturesque  landscape  in  the 
distance,  all  combine  to  make  this  spot  worthy  the  name  of  a  Soldiers' 
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Home.  The  orderiy  appearance  of  the  Commandant's  headquarters. 
Adjutant's  office,  hospital,  power  house,  with  stables  and  grounds  in 
general,  deserve  more  than  passing  mention.  2.  National  Soldiers' 
Home :  None  within  the  Department.  3.  G.  A.  R.  Homes :  None  within 
the  Department.  4.  Woman's  Relief  Corps  Homes :  None  within  the 
Department.  5.  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Homes  :  None  Within  the  Depart- 
ment. 6.  Amount  of  State  aid  :  For  1897  the  State  appropriated  ^18,000 
for  the  Soldiers'  Home.    For  Soldiers'  Relief,  113,000— Total,  131,000. 

4.  Schools. 

I.  Participation  and  observance  of  Memorial  Day.  The  schools 
manifest  great  interest  and  teachers  and  pupils  render  valuable  assist- 
ance. 2,  Does  Old  Glory  float  over  schoolhouses?  Careful  observation 
shows  that  nearly  every  schoolhouse  has  Old  Glory  thrown  to  the  breeze. 
3.  Do  comrades  hold  patriotic  exercises  in  schools  ?  This  is  becoming 
very  general  and  is  regarded  by  the  comrades  as  a  very  important  and 
instructive  feature. 

5.  Public. 

I.  Do  the  people  generally  observe  Memorial  Day?  More  so  than 
any  other  national  holiday.  Nevertheless,  there  is  too  much  tendency  to 
make  it  a  day  of  frivolity  and  sports.  2.  What  is  the  public,  social,  and 
moral  support  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  ?  Very  good  ;  the 
public  are  in  general  sympathy  with  the  principles  of  the  order  ^d  the 
towns  usually  make  appropriations  to  the  Posts  for  the  observance  of 
Memorial  Day.  3.  How  many  Posts  have  associate  members?  No  re- 
cord kept  at  headquarters. 

.   MONUMENT  DEDICATED. 

On  Memorial  Day,  upon  invitation  of  Department  Commander  S.  W. 
K.  Allen,  I  accompanied  the  department  officers  to  the  dedication  of  our 
beloved  Past  Department  Commander  Geo.  T.  Cranston's  monument. 
A  large  representation  of  veterans  from  all  over  the  State  were  present. 
The  services  were  very  impressive  and  the  unveiling  revealed  an  appro- 
priate and  unique  design  consisting  of  block  upon  block  of  westerly 
granite,  each  bearing  the  number  and  name  of  a  Grand  Army  Post  in  the 
Department— twenty-six  in  all— making  with  the  die  an  imposing  pile  or 
shaft,  thirty  feet  hight.  costing  about  $3,000,  located  in  one  of  the  most 
attractive  of  New  England's  rural  cemeteries  near  the  village  of  Belle- 
ville, R.  I.,  of  his  native  town. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA. 
G.  M.  Slormont,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
X.    Department  : 

The  inspection  of  Headquarters  Department  of  South  Dakota, 
G.  A.  R.  shows  everythmg  in  good  order,  with  its  affairs  ably  con- 
ducted, and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  order  promptly 
attended  to. 

2.    Observance  by  Posts  of  Memorial  Day. 

The  day  is  becoming  what  it  was  intended  to  be  ;  a  day  when  all 
members  of  Posts  and  old  soldiers  meet  to  honor  the  memory  of  our 
comrades  who  have  passed  over  to  the  great  roll  call. 

3.  Department  Commander  C.  B.  Clark  and  his  official  staff  have 
•visited  most  of  the  Posts  in  this  Department.  4.  One  new  Post  reported 
organized.  5.  No  business  of  National  import  at  last  Encampment.  6. 
35  Posts  own  burial  lots. 

7.    General  condition  of  Department : 

There  are  94  Posts  reported  in  good  standing.  Membership  2,288. 
One  Post  has  surrendered  its  charter.  Officially  and  financially  the  con- 
dition  of  the  Department  is  good,  but  the  inevitable  result  of  time  and 
indifference  is  having  its  effect. 


TENNESSEE. 

H.  C.  Whitaker,  A.  I.  G. 

Comrade :— Complying  with  instructions  conveyed  in  your  Circular 
No.  I,  March  25, 1898,  I  beg  to  report : 

I.    Department : 

1.  The  excellent  condition  and  location  of  Department  Headquar- 
ters in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  with  every  facility  for  the  prompt  and  accurate 
transaction  of  business. 

2.  The  observance  of  Memorial  Day  is  made  a  most  important  fea- 
ture by  a  majority  of  our  Posts.  In  the  seven  National  Cemeteries  in 
Tennessee  57,503  graves  are  annually  decorated  with  flag  and  flowers, 
and  lessons  of  patriotism  inculcated  by  song  and  oratory.  In  this  con- 
nection it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  comrades  of  this  Department  are 
now  erecting  in  the  National  Cemetery  in  Knoxville,  a  monument,  at  the 
cost  of  |io,35o,  to  the  honor  and  memory  of  the  4415  Union  soldiers  of 
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Tennessee  who,  in  battle,  prison-pen  or  hospital,  died  '*  for  God  and 
their  native  land.''  Our  last  Encampment  appropriated  |5 75  to  the  fund, 
and  we  hope  to  have  every  loyal  Tennessean  who  served  in  Kentucky, 
Ohioi  Indiana,  or  other  State  regiment,  contribute  to  the  |7,ooo  required 
to  complete  the  memorial  structure. 

3.  Our  Department  Officers  do  not  visit  Posts  to  the  same  ex- 
tent that  is  in  vogue  in  some  of  the  more  favored  Departments.  They, 
however,  attend  camp-fires  and  regimental  re-unions,  and  aid  in  strength- 
ening **  the  fellow  feeling  which  makes  us  wondrous  kind. 

4*    No  new  Posts  were  organized  during  the  past  year. 

5.  Our  15th  Encampment,  held  February  22nd,  1898,  adopted  a 
resolution  appealing  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Tennessee,  to  enact  a 
law,  whereby  patriotic  training  and  military  instruction  shall  be  made  a 
feature  in  our  public  school  system.  Representatives  to  the  32nd  Na- 
tional Encampment  were  instructed  to  favor  an  amendment  to  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  making  eligible  to  membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.  all 
Union  men  of  Tennessee  who  were  conscripted  into,  and  deserted  from, 
the  Rebel  Army  in  1861  or  1862,  and  who  during  those  years,  1861-2, 
voluntarily  enlisted  in  the  U.  S.  Army  and  were  honorably  discharged 
therefrom. 

6.  By  reason  of  death,  old  age  and  a  lack  of  interest  in  some  of  the 
Posts,  this  Department  is  gradually  disintegrating, notwithstanding  there 
are  at  least  10,000  ex-soldiers  in  the  State  eligible  to  membership.  In 
1896  we  had  loi  Posts  and  2979  members  in  good  standing.  In  1898  the 
report  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Biese,  shows  a  loss  of  20  Posts 
and  711  members.  There  exists,  however,  in  a  majority  of  our  Posts  the 
spirit  of  the  **01d  Guard,**  who  will  die,  but  never  surrender  the  charter 
or  fail  to  fulfil  their  Grand  Army  obligations. 

7.  There  are  no  Posts  that  have  an  exclusive  ownership  of  burial 
lots.  The  U.  S.  Government  grants  permission  to  the  families  of  deceased 
Union  soldiers  and  to  Posts  to  bury  their  dead  in  the  National  Cemeter- 
ies, wherein  each  year  the  number  of  honored  graves  is  increased. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations. 

1.  Though  comparatively  few  in  numbers,  the  Sons  of  Veterans  show 
an  earnest  interest  in  their  organization  and  in  co-operating  with  the 
Grand  Army  on  Memorial  Day.  They  will  grow  stronger  in  influence 
and  will  faithfully  perform  the  duty  that  will  be  required  of  them  in  the 
National  Cemeteries  after  the  G.  A.  R.  shall  have  passed  into  eternity. 

2.  The  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  make  up  in  the  strength 
of  their  devotion  what  they  lack  in  numerical  strength.  They  have  ren- 
dered valuable  assistance  in  the  work  of  collecting  funds  for  the  monu* 
ment  herein  mentioned:  they  never  tail  to  be  represented  at  the  National 
Conventions  of  the  W.  R.  C 

3.  There  is  no  organization  of  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in  Tennessee. 
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3     Homes,  Number  and  Condition  : 

I.  We  have  neither  State,  National,  G.  A.  R.,  W.  R.  C.  nor  Soldiers* 
Orphans'  Homes  in  this  Department.  The  State  maintains  a  Home  at 
Nashville  for  poor,  disabled  confederate  soldiers,  and  also  grants  a 
small  pension  to  those  who  are  crippled  and  destitute,  at  a  total  annual 
expense  ol  |8o,ooo. 

4.  Schools  : 

I.  In  only  a  few  localities  do  school  children,  in  a  body,  participate 
in  the  observance  of  Memorial  Day.  2.  In  numerous  instances  flags 
have  been  publicly  presented  to  schools  by  Posts,  and  "  Old  Glory  *'  is 
becoming  a  more  and  more  important  adjunct  to  our  institutions  of 
learnings  3.  Comrades  participate  in  exercises  held  in  some  of  our 
schools  on  Washington's  Birthday,  and  on  other  patriotic  occasions.  4. 
Montgomery's  History,  as  taught  in  the  schools  in  East  Tennessee,  does 
ample  justice  to  the  Union  cause  and  those  who  upheld  it.  But  in  some 
portions  of  Middle  and  West  Tennessee,  there  is  still  a  disposition  to 
justify  the  Secession  and  Slavery  cause,  and  to  overate  the  valor  of  those 
who  fought  for  it.  The  future  historian,  however,  will  not  overlook  Ft. 
Donelson,  Shiloh*  Stone  River,  Memphis,  Franklin  or  Nashville. 

5.  Public : 

I.  While  the  people  do  not  generally  observe  Memorial  Day,  it  is 
estimated  that  at  least  40,000  citizens  co-operate  with  our  Posts  in  show- 
ing honor  to  the  memory  of  the  Nation's  heroic  dead,  on  May  30th.  2. 
The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  recognized  as  a  patriotic  organiza- 
tion, and  is  respected  as  such  by  the  general  public.  There  are  no  Posts 
in  this  Department  that  have  associate  members. 


TEXAS. 

H.  C.  Adler,  A.  I.  G. 

1.  Department : 

I.  Condition  of  Headquarters  good.  2.  Ninety-five  per  cent  of  the 
Posts  in  this  Department  observe  Memorial  Day.  3.  Department  Offi- 
cers visit  Posts  very  little.  4.  Three  new  Posts  organized  this  year.  5. 
No  business  of  National  importance  at  last  Encampment.  6.  The  gen- 
eral condition  of  the  Department  is  good.  7.  There  is  no  Post  that  owns 
burial  lots  in  this  Department. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

I.  Four  Camps  of  Sons  ot  Veterans  in  good  working  order.  2.  Nine 
Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  good  working  order.  3.  No  Ladies  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 
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3.  Homes : 

1.  State  Soldiers*  Homes,  None.  2.  National  Soldiers'  Homes, 
None.  3.  G.  A.  R.  Homes,  None.  4.  Woman's  Relief  Corps  Homes, 
None.  5.  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Homes,  None.  6.  Amount  of  State  aid, 
None. 

4.  Schools. 

I.  Participation  in  observance  of  Memorial  Day  only  fair.  2.  Does 
Old  Glory  float  over  schoolhouses  ?  Yes.  3.  Do  comrades  hold  patriotic 
exercises  in  schools  ?  No;  not  in  this  State.  4-  How  is  the  history  of 
the  Civil  War  taught?    To  suit  the  Southern  idea. 

5.  Public. 

I.  Do  the  people  generally  observe  Memorial  Day  ?  No.  2.  WTiat 
is  the  public,  moral,  and  social  support  of  the  G.  A.  R.?  Only  fair,  con- 
sidering this  being  a  Southern  State.  3.  How  many  Posts  have  associate 
members?  Nine.  The  Department  of  Texas  is  composed  of  43  Posts; 
876  members  in  good  standing.  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  consists  of 
9  Corps,  with  319  members. 


UTAH. 
C.  M.  Hammoud,  A.  I.  G. 

1.  Department : 

I.  The  affairs  of  the  Department  are  in  the  hands  of  worthy  and 
competent  ofHcers,  who  are  earnest  and  zealous  in  the  interest  of  the 
grand  order  and  the  old  soldiers.  3.  Memorial  Day  by  Posts  is  well  and 
thoroughly  observed  by  marching  to  the  cemeteries,  decorating  the 
graves  of  our  dead  heroes,  orations,  firing  regulation  salutes,  etc.  3. 
Department  Officers  visit  Posts  two  or  three  times  a  year.  4.  Not  any 
new  Posts  nor  outposts.  5.  Of  general  character  in  the  interest  of  the 
Encampment.  6.  Flourishing  and  healthy  condition.  7.  The  five  Posts 
of  this  Department  have  burial  lots. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

I.  Sons  of  Veterans  ;  1  in  Salt  Lake  City,  i  in  Ogden  and  i  in  Logan. 

2.  W.  R.  C's ;  2  in  Salt  Lake  City,  i  in  Provo,  i  in  Logan,  i  in  Ogden 

3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. ;  not  any  Homes  in  any  of  the  W.  R.  C's  in 
this  Department. 

3.     Homes : 

I.  State  Soldiers'  Homes,  none.  2.  National  Soldiers  Home,  none. 
3.  G.  A.  R.  Homes,  none.  5.  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Homes,  none.  6.  No 
amount  of  State  aid  whatever. 
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4.  Schools: 

I .  Exhibit  grand  patriotism  on  Memorial  Days.  2.  Yes,  "Old  Glory'* 
floats  over  all  school-houses  in  Utah  Departments.  3.  On  appropriate 
occasions  lectures  are  delivered.    4.  From  a  Northern  standpoint. 

5.  Public  : 

I.  No,  not  generally,  but  a  fair  proportion  of  Gentiles  do  ;  but  few 
Mormons.  2.  The  public,  social  and  moral  support  don't  amount  to 
much.    3.  Not  any,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

In  closing  my  report  must  say  that  we,  the  G.  A.  R.,  largely  due  to 
present  war  excitement,  are  a  little  bit  relegated  to  back  seats,  but, 
nevertheless,  have  shown  true  patriotism  to  **01d  Glory"  and  soldiers 
for  the  new  war  by  marching  in  escort  from  Fort  Douglass  to  the  trains 
with  all  detachments  that  have  left  here  for  the  Philippine  Islands. 

We  are  not  relaxing  our  efforts  to  keep  the  G.  A.  R.  organization  of 
this  Department  up  to  its  high  standard,  but  must  say  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  Utah  take  but  little  interest  or  pride  in  the  welfare  of 
the  old  soldier,  seeming  to  feel  that  his  usefulness  is  past,  while  the 
minority  are  very  enthusiastic  in  their  efforts  to  do  honor  to  the  old  sol- 
diers now  living,  and  to  the  memory  of  those  who  have  answered  to  the 
last  roll  call. 

There  surely  ought  to  be  a  Soldiers'  Home  established  in  Utah,  being 
none,  I  believe,  between  Kansas  and  California. 

The  district  schools  of  Salt  Lake  city  are  overflowing  with  patriotism 
for  "  Old  Glory"  and  good  will  for  the  old  soldier,  and  the  right  Jdnd 
of  History  of  the  late  Rebellion  is  used  in  our  district  schools ;  both 
teachers  and  pupils  would  have  no  other. 


VERMONT. 

D.  L.  Morgan,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  Department  of 
Vermont : 

I.  Department. 

I.  Condition  of  Department  headquarters  is  excellent;  books  com- 
plete and  well  kept;  orders  systematically  filed,  2.  Observance  of 
Memorial  Day  is  the  universal  practice  of  the  Posts  of  this  Department. 
3.  Department  officers'  visits  to  Posts  are  necessarily  limited,  as  many 
Posts  are  of!  the  line  of  railroad  and  not  easily  accessible.  County  and 
regimental  reunions  of  the  veterans  afford  opportunities  for  Department 
officers  to  meet  many  comrades.  4.  One  new  Post  has  been  mustered 
this  year.  5.  No  business  of  national  import  was  transacted  at  the  last 
encampment.  6.  General  condition  of  Department  is  good.  7.  Num- 
ber of  Posts  owning  burial  lots  unknown. 
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2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

I.  Sons  of  Veterans  :  This  organization  is  in  good  condition  and 
well  tpaintained ;  thrives  best  in  the  small  towns,  where  the  G.  A.  R. 
Posts  are  weaker.  2.  Woman's  Relief  Corps  :  This  organization  is 
doing  noble  and  patriotic  work,  helping  greatly  to  maintain  the  interest 
in  the  Posts,  aiding  the  needy,  teaching  patriotism  in  the  schools,  in- 
structing the  children  in  the  flag  drill.  3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. :  This 
is  not  a  large  organization  in  this  State,  and  its  work  and  influence  is 
necessarily  small. 

3.  Homes : 

I.  State  Soldiers*  Home  is  most  delightfully  located  at  Bennington, 
and  is  a  Home  for  the  enfeebled  veteran  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

2.  None.  3.  None.  4.  None.  5.  None.  6.  Amount  of  State  aid  ten 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

4.  Schools : 

I.  Participation  in  observance  of  Memorial  Day  by  schools  is  gen- 
eral throughout  the  State.  2.  Old  Glory  floats  over  many  of  our  school 
houses,  and  the  Department  Encampment,  at  its  last  session,  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  a  law  making  it  obligatory  during  school  hours. 

3.  The  comrades  hold  patriotic  exercises  in  the  schools  just  prior  to 
Memorial  Day.  4*  The  History  of  the  Civil  War  is  taught  only  by  the 
school  histories  and  the  exercises  above  mentioned. 

5.  Public. 

I.  The  people  ofthis  State  generallyobserve  Memorial  Day.  All  pub- 
lic institutions  and  manufacturing  establishments  are  closed  and  business 
generally  suspended,  and  the  attendance  upon  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  Services  is  large.  2.  Public,  social  atid  moral  support :  The 
Grand  Army  in  this  State  stands  well  with  the  people.  One-tenth  of  the 
entire  population  served  in  the  Union  army,  and  few  families  were  unrep- 
resented The  living  interest  acquired  then  still  throbs  in  the  hearts  of 
the  people.    3.  No  Posts  have  associate  members. 


WISCONSIN. 
S.  W.  Eager,  A.  I.  G. 

In  conformity  with  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  and  the  request  in  your  circular  No.  I,  issued  from  your 
office,  dated  March  25th,  1898,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 
Question  No.  i,  as  to  condition  of  Department  Headquarters. 

On  April  2nd,  I  officially  visited  Department  Headquarters  at  Madi- 
son and  found  Headquarters  located  in  the  State  Capitol,  in  rooms 
which  had  been  set  apart  for  the  G.  A.  R.  by  joint  resolution  of  the  Leg- 
islature. The  Governor,  Comrade  Schofleld,  furnished  the  rooms  in 
elegant  style  with  new  carpets,  new  desks  and  other  furniture,  making  the 
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appointments  of  the  rooms  all  that  can  possibly  be  desired  for  comfort 
and  convenience  for  the  transaction  of  business.  The  Governor  is  a 
prominent  and  valued  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army.  Department  Com- 
mander, Col.  E.  B.  Gray,  and  Adjutant  General  W.  H.  Bennett,  were 
hard  at  work  dispatching  the  business  necessarily  connected  with  the 
Headquarters.  Both  are  exceedingly  courteous  to  visitors  and  com- 
rades, and  make  visitors  at  once  feel  at  ease,  and  though  both  were  busy, 
they  had  no  hesitation  in  replying  to  all  questions  asked  them  and  cheer- 
fully gave  me  the  information  I  desired.  I  found  the  books,  accounts 
and  papers  generally,  in  the  best  condition  of  neatness,  the  records  of 
transactions  connected  with  the  order  written  up  carefully  and  letters 
and  papers  filed  in  bundles  in  a  business-like  manner,  so  that  any  paper 
or  requisition  or  account  could  be  referred  to  instantly.  Both  the  De- 
partment Commander  Gray  and  Adjutant  General  Bennett,  from  their 
long  experience  in  Grand  Army  matters,  and  their  fine  business  capacity 
have  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  have  the  affairs  of  the  office 
and  the  Department  conducted  in  a  comprehensive  and  able  manner. 

The  Council  of  Administration  held  its  session  while  I  was  there, 
and  after  going  through  the  books,  accounts,  etc,  entered  on  their 
record  an  exceedingly  complimentary  notice  of  the  work  of  Adjutant 
General  Bennett,  complimenting  his  diligence,  care  and  business  ability 
during  the  term  of  his  office.  Department  Commander  Gray  has  been 
indefatigable  in  his  endeavors  to  promote  and  advance  the  interests  of 
the  Grand  Army  during  the  past  year. 

Question  2,  Memorial  Day  was  fully  observed  by  Posts  throughout 
the  Department,  and  the  observances  of  the  day  were  participated  in  by 
the  schools  and  citizens  generally. 

Question  3.  The  Department  Commander  has  visited  and  addressed 
67  Posts  to  January  last,  accompanied  by  Adjutant  General  W.  H.  Ben- 
nett, and, from  memorandum  shown  me,  I  am  convinced  that  one-half  of 
the  Posts  in  this  Department  have  been  officially  visited  by  the  A.  A.  G. 
and  Aides-de-Canip  and  other  officers  of  the  Department  staff. 

Question  4.  Four  new  Posts  have  been  organized  between  June  i, 
1897,  and  April  i,  1898. 

Question  6.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  exact  number  of 
burial  lots  owned  by  the  several  Posts,  but  I  can  confidently  report  that 
very  many  Posts  have  lots  in  the  burial  grounds  contiguous  to  the  Posts, 
that  are  set  apart  and  are  used  exclusively  for  the  interment  of  deceased 
comrades,  and  most,  if  not  all,  are  cared  for  and  kept  in  good  condition. 
Question  7.     General  Condition  of  Department : 

At  the  last  semi-annual  report  of  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

December  31,  1897,  there  were  members  in  good  standing  ....  10,835 

On  suspended  list i  ,029 

11,864 
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On  March  17,  by  the  report  of  the  Department  Inspector,  the 

number  of  members  in  good  standing  was 10,664 

Wholenumber  of  Posts  December  31,  1897 267 

Mustered  m 3 

270 
One  Post  surrendered  its  charter,  leaving  in  good  standing  April  12, 
1898,  269  Posts.    Cash  balance  in  Quartermaster's  hands  April  i,  1898, 

Financial :  April  12,  1898. 

Post  Funds  in  hands  of  Post  Quartermasters I14.368  92 

Cash  Collaterals  in  hands  of  Post  Quartet  masteis 10,88480 

Relief  Funds  in  hands  of  Post  Quartermasters 181  62 

^25.435  34 
Value  of  other  Post  Property  ( estimated) 56,50000 

Grand  Total *8i,935  34 

Expended  for  Relief  from  Post  Funds ' .   .  I800  23 

Expended  for  Relief  from  Relief  Funds '37  13 

Total $937  36 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

1.  Sons  of  Veterans  :  I  am  informed  there  are  45  Camps  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans,  with  1042  members  in  good  standing,  and  that  the  full 
report  to  the  last  Encampment,  which  was  held  May  25,  1898.  will  not 
be  fully  published  for  some  weeks.  I  must  therefore  rely  on  the  best 
information  otherwise  obtainable.  I  am,  however,  satisfied  that  the 
order  in  this  division  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  The  '*Sons** 
are  showing  worthy  patriotism  inherited  from  their  sires  by  having 
organized  several  companies  and  offered  their  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  muster  into  the  National  Guard  and  volunteers  for  the  war. 

2.  Woman's  Relief  Corps.  Number  of  members  in  good  standing 
is  4871,  belonging  to  133  Corp>s. 

3.  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  I  am  informed  by  a  prominent  member 
of  this  order  who  attended  their  Annual  Encampment,  that  there  were 
35  Circles  in  this  State,  having  a  membership  of  1800,  an  increase  of 
about  700  over  last  year. 

3.  Homes,  Number  and  Condition  : 

There  are  two  Soldiers'  Homes  in  this  State.  The  Wisconsin  Vet- 
erans' Home  at  Waupaca,  is  distinctively  a  Grand  Army  Home,  and  the 
Northwestern  branch  of  the  **  Home  for  Disabled  Vtteran  Soldiers " 
located  near  Milwaukee,  a  National  institution,  and  is  under  the  control 
of  the  National  Government. 

By  reason  of  severe  illness  I  was  unable  to  personally  visit  the 
Waupaca  Home,  but  obtained  the  following  information  from  the  report 
of  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  year  and  from  the  daily  report  of  the  Ad- 
jutant of  the  Home  furnished  to  Department  Headquarters. 
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Waupaca  Home,  Number  enrolment      Men  325 

Women  163 

488 

*  *  Absent  with  leave Men    44 

••  *«  ••  Women    12 

56 

**  Present  March  31.  1898 43^ 

4.  There  are  no  W.  R.  Corps  Homes  in  this  Department.  ■ 

5.  Soldiers'  Orphans'  Homes,  none. 

6.  State  Aid.  The  State  allows  $$  per  week  for  the  support  of  each 
inmate  and  draws  from  the  United  States  ^100  per  year  for  each  man. 
The  State  Legislature,  each  session,  makes  an  appropriation  for  the 
Home.    The  last  appropriation  in  1897  having  been  |20,ooo. 

The  Wisconsin  Veterans  Home  is  conducted  on  the  **  cottage  plan," 
each  cottage  accomodating  one  Veteran  and  his  wife.    The  number  of 
cottages  is  about  50. 
4.    Schools : 

I.  The  schools  of  Wisconsin  have,  at  least  since  1895,  observed 
Memorial  Day.  The  State  Department  of  Education  issues  annually  a 
pamphlet  containing  the  choicest  patriotic,  poetic  and  prose  literature 
pertaining  to  the  war  for  the  Union.  Extracts  from  the  speeches  of  Lo- 
gan, George  Augustus  Sheridan,  Lucius  Fairchild,  Matt  H.  Carpenter, 
Beecher,  Lincoln,  have  formed  a  part  ot  these  annuals.  Words  and 
music  of  patriotic  songs  have  also  been  included.  Teachers  and  child- 
ren have  everywhere  responded  to  this  work  with  great  enthusiasm.  In 
the  cities  and  villages  it  is  a  very  general  custom  for  the  schools  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  public  exercises  by  joining  in  the  marches  and  literary 
exercises 

The  law  directing  school  boards  to  purchase  flags  for  school-houses 
has  been  on  our  statute  books  about  three  years.  In  about  thirty- fiVe  of 
the  seventy-two  counties  of  the  State  practically  «tt  of  the  schools  have 
flags  which  are  floated  by  some  on  about  twenty  spt-cial  anniversary  days 
of  battles,  birthdays  of  soldiers,  Emancipation  Day  and  the  like,  and  by 
others  every  day  the  school  is  in  session.  When  a  flag  has  been  pur- 
chased a  day  is  appointed  for  raising  it.  Often  the  whole  neighborhood 
turns  out  together  with  G.  A.  R.  Posts  from  neighboring  towns.  The 
State  Department  of  Education  often  furnishes  an  orator  for  flag  rabing 
occasions. 

3.  Comrades  very  seldom,  if  ever,  hold  patriotic  exerdses  in  the 
schools  except  as  they  participate  in  the  flag  raising  exercises,  and  as 
they  are  detailed  to  visit  schools  and  give  addresses  on  the  Friday  pre- 
vious to  Memorial  Day.  This  latter  custom  is  very  generally  observed 
in  many  portions  of  the  State. 

4.  The  history  of  the  civil  war  is  taught  with  widely  varying  methods, 
depending  on  the  great  difference  in  the  age  and  training  of  the  teachers. 
In  some  schools  the  work  is  confined  to  a  study  of  meagre  text  books, 
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and  die  history  lesson  is  simply  a  heartless  memoriter  exercise.  Hap- 
pily this  method  is  slowly  disappearing.  The  seven  large  normal  schools 
of  our  State  are  training  teachers  to  better  things.  The  one  agency  which 
is  doing  more  than  anything  else  in  infusing  life,  spirit  and  patriotism  into 
the  teaching  of  civil  war  history  is  the  school  library.  Every  school  in 
the  State  is  by  law  compelled  to  have  a  library  of  books  selected  from 
lists  prepared  by  the  State  superintendent.  These  lists  contain  many 
books  in  which  the  picturesque,  the  pathetic,  the  heroic,  the  sacrificial 
glory  of  Civil  War  patriots  are  painted  in  language  that  appeals  strongly 
to  the  feelings,  to  impulses  of  gratitude  and  thankfulness. 

The  simple  dry  text  of  the  school  book  is  vivified  and  vitalized  by 
detailed  accounts  of  personal  heroism,  sufferings  patiently  borne  in  camp 
and  prison  and  hospital,  and  marches  patiently  tramped. 

Among  these  books  are:  The  Life  of  U.  S.  Grant,  Shurz's  Lincoln, 
Coffin's  Following  the  Flag,  Marching  to  Victory,  Winning  His  Way, 
Blaisdell's  Stories  of  the  Civil  War,  Champlin*s  Young  Folks  History  of 
the  War  for  the  Union,  Coppie's  Life  of  General  Thomas,  Pathfinder  in 
American  History,  etc.  These  and  other  books  of  like  character  are 
doing  much  to  lift  history  teaching  from  dead  ruts  into  fields  of  thought 
and  sympathy. 

5.  Public. 

1.  The  majority  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  show  a  reverence  for 
Memorial  Day,  and  as  a  rule  business  is  generally  suspended.  The  man- 
ufactories and  stores  are  closed — in  some  places  by  request  of  the  author- 
ides  :  in  other  places  by  the  voluntary  actions  of  the  merchants,  so  that 
the  employer  and  employed  may  be  free  to  enter  into  the  observance  of 
the  day  with  a  proper  spirit,  untrammeled  by  business  cares. 

2.  In  r^ard  to  associate  members,  I  have  corresponded  with  a  num- 
ber of  the  commanders,  and  made  inquiry  of  the  Department  Commander 
and  other  prominent  members  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  the  replies  lead 
me  to  believe  that  there  are  no  associate  members  in  the  Posts  of  the 
Department :  in  tact,  most  all  make  the  reply  that  they  do  not  know 
what  an  associate  member  is.  In  other  words  they  say  that  they  never 
heard  of  such  membership,  and  I  confess  that  I  have  heretofore  been  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  the  idea  that  any  person  could  be  an  associate  member 
of  the  order. 


WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA. 

J.  C.  Musgrave,  A.  I.  G. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  Washington  and 
Alaska  Department : 
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1.  Department: 

I.  Department  Headquarters  are  in  splendid  condition.  3.  I  believe 
all  Posts  observe  Memorial  Day ;  I  hear  of  no  exceptions.  3.  Depart* 
ment  Commander  visited  several  Posts,  but  no  other  Department  officers 
to  any  extent.  4.  One — W.  T.  Sherman,  No.  97,  Burlington,  Wash. 
5.  Resolution  regarding  School  Histories,  correction  to  conform  to  truth- 
ful statements  in  regard  to  the  Rebellion.  Also  that  Memorial  Day 
(Sunday)  should  be  on  the  last  Sunday  in  May  each  year.  6.  General 
condition  of  the  Department  is  good.  Department  Commander  informs 
me  that  he  will  be  able  to  turn  over  considerable  more  funds  to  bis  suc- 
cessor than  was  turned  over  to  him,  which  shows  that  the  Department 
has  improved  financially.    7.  Eleven  Posts  own  burial  lots. 

2.  Auxiliary  Organizations : 

I.  Total  number  of  Camps,  2$.  Condition  good  and  improving. 
Seventy  per  cent,  would  enlist  in  the  present  war  if  given  an  opportunity 
Camps  well  drilled  where  they  have  arms.  Total  stands  of  arms.  325. 
Camps  participate  in  Memorial  Services.  2.  Good;  members,  1,000,  re- 
lief rendered  last  quarter,  11,336.32,  balance,  $388  18.  3.  Number  of 
Circles,  4;  members,  78;  growth  slow;  amount  of  relief  rendered,  $13. 50* 

3.  Homes — number. 

I.  State  Soldiers'  Home :  Condition  good  for  a  comparatively  new 
institution.  Needs:  Chapel  for  worship,  hall  for  amusements,  and  a 
macadam  road  to  depot  about  one  mile.  Legislature  at  its  last  sitting 
appropriated  for  maintenance,  |2o,ooo;  for  improvements,  $3,000.  Total 
number  of  soldiers  in  Home,  121 ;  43  not  receiving  pensions.  Number 
of  deaths  since  June  30,  1897,  10.  2.  None.  3.  None.  4.  None.  5. 
None.  6.  $23,000.  Will  say  in  this  connection  that  the  State  law  requires 
every  board  of  county  commissioners  to  levy  1.40  of  one  mill  tax  each 
year  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  soldier,  and  which  is  under  the  absolute 
control  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Posts.  Even  the  county  commissioners  cannot 
pay  a  dollar  of  tliis  fund  without  an  order  from  some  Post  within  the 
county. 

4.  Schools. 

I.  Schools  are  closed  and  children  participate  largely.  2.  I  think 
Old  Glory  can  be  found  on  every  school-house  in  this  State.  3.  Only 
in  certain  localities.  4.  From  the  common  text  books  and  the  ideas  of 
the  teacher. 

5.  Public. 

I.  In  most  parts  of  the  Department,  and  others  are  becoming  edu- 
cated slowly  to  the  real  meaning  of  Memorial  Day.  We  have  a  great 
many  foreigners  in  this  State,  and  a  holiday  to  them  is  a  day  of  sport, 
but  Memorial  Day  is  being  better  understood  by  them.  2.  In  most 
places  good,  but  a  few  think  the  old  soldier  a  back  number.    3.  None. 
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Report  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General. 


Office  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General, 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  August  2d,  1898. 
Thos.  J.  Stewart, 

Adfutant  General^  G.  A.  R, 
Dear  Comrade  : 

I  herewith  submit  my  official  report,  consisting  of  five  opin- 
ions, rendered  at  the  request  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  This 
report  is  noteworthy  for  its  brevity,  the  opinions  rendered  being 
less  m  number  than  those  of  any  of  my  predecessors. 

To  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  yourself  I  extend  my  heart- 
felt thanks  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  shown  me  during  ray 
term  of  office. 

Sincerely  yours  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

ELL  TORRANCE, 
Judge  Advocate  General. 

CASE  No.   I. 

Muster  in  to  the  service^  and  h<morable  discharge  therefrom^  requisite  to 
membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Refmblic, 

Statement. 

One  William  M.  Blain,  in  writing,  bearing  date  May  21st,  1861,  agreed 
with  Captain  Henry  E.  Maynadier,  loth  Infantry,  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  serre  as  first  sergeant  in  an  expedition  commanded  by  said 
Maynadier,  from  the  loth  day  of  May,  1861,  until  discharged ;  also  to  obey  all 
lawfhl  orders  giren  by  the  officers  of  the  expedition,  take  good  care  of  all  pub- 
lic property  placed  in  his  charge,  and  to  serve  faithfully  and  diligently  until 
duly  discharged. 

He  was  discharged  by  Captain  Maynadier  October  ist,  i86i. 

Is  be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  ? 
Opinion. 

The  agreement  called  for  the  rendition  of  a  special  service  in  a  special 
capacity,  under  a  particular  person,  who  at  that  time  was  an  officer  in  the  United 
States  Army. 

The  nature  of  the  expedition  is  not  disclosed,  and  may  have  partaken  of  a 
civil,  rather  than  a  military  character.  However,  the  services  rendered  were 
voluntary,  apparently  without  pay,  and  could  have  terminated  at  any  time. 

Muster  in  to  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  honorable  discharge 
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therefrom,  are  requisite  to  memberthip  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic ;  and 

not  having  been  mustered,  he  never  became  a  soldier,  could  receive  no  discbarge 

as  such,  and  is  therefore  ineligible  to  membership  in  the   Grand  Army  of  the 

Republic. 

CASE  No.  2. 

Thi  Rules  and  Regulations,  as  well  as  the  welfare  and  best  interests  of  the 
Order ,  demand  prompt  and  respectful  obedience  on  the  part  of  officers.  Posts  and 
members,  to  all  orders  emasuititsg  from  proper  authority. 

Statement. 

Paragraph  6,  of  General  Orders  No.  3,  Department  of  Massachusetts, 
G.  A.  R.,  reads  as  follows: 

VI.  In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  last  Department  Encampment, 
Commanders  of  Posts  will  submit  the  following  question  to  the  members  of  the 
several  Posts  at  the  last  regular  meeting  in  May  : 

1.  Shall  the  Rules  and  Regulations  be  so  amended  that  no  Past  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, Past  Senior  or  Junior  Vice-Commanders-in-Chief,  nor  Past  Depart- 
ment Commander,  who  shall  be  elected  subsequently  to  such  amendment,  shall, 
by  virtue  of  such  position,  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  any  National  or  Department 
Encampment  ? 

By  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Administration,  the 
Commander  directs  that  a  vote  shall  be  taken  at  the  same  meeting  on  the  ques- 
tion above,  with  the  words  '<  who  shall  be  elected  subsequently  to  such  amend- 
ment,'' stricken  out,  so  that  the  question  shall  read  : 

2.  Shall  the  Rules  and  Regulations  be  so  amended  that  no  Past  Comman- 
der-in-Chief, Past  Senior  or  Junior  Vice-Commanders- in- Chief,  nor  Past  Depart- 
ment Commander,  shall,  by  virtue  of  such  position,  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  any 
National  or  Department  Encampment  ? 

Commanders  of  Posts  will  see  rhat  due  notice  is  given  to  every  comrade  of 
the  time  and  purpose  of  the  meeting  at  which  said  questions  are  tp  be  submitted. 

Commanders  will  make  returns  of  results  of  the  ballot  to  these  headquarters 
immediately  after  said  meeting.  All  ballots  are  to  be  preserved  by  the  Post 
Quartermaster  for  sixty  days  after  date  of  said  meeting. 

Blank  ballots  will  be  furnished  to  each  Post  from  these  headquarters  in  due 
season. 

By  command  of 

WILLIAM  n.  BARTLETT, 
WARREN  B.  STETSON,  Department  Commander. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Opinion. 
The  question  is  raised  as  to  the  right  of  a  Post  to  use  its  discretion  in  voting 
upon  that  part  of  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Department  Commander  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  Administration — should  it  be  regarded  as 
an  order,  making  it  compulsory  on  the  Post  to  vote  on  the  question. 
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It  is  clearly  an  order,  and  all  orders  from  proper  authority  should  be  obeyed. 
— Section  I,  Article  8,  Chapter  2,  Rules  and  Regulations. 

Good  order  and  discipline  require  it ;  and  one  of  the  offenses  cognizable 
under  Section  i,  Article  6,  Chapter  5,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  is  "  conduct 
prejudicial  to  good  order  aad  discipline.''  The  order  may  be  injudicious,  but 
it  emanates  from  the  Department  Commander  and  Council  of  Administration, 
relates  to  Grand  Army  matters,  and  should  be  obeyed,  for  the  reason  that  non- 
compliance therewith  would  be  prejudicial  to  good  order  and  discipline.  It  is 
true  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  cannot  be  amended  in  the  manner  contem- 
plated by  said  order,  and  it  might  be  said  that  compliance  therewith  would  be 
an  idle  ceremony,  but,  nevertheless,  I  think  the  Post  should  vote  on  the  ques' 
tion,  as  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  Order  will  be  best  promoted  by  a 
respectful  compliance  with  not  only  proper  orders,  but  all  orders  from  "  proper 
authority." 

CASE  No.  3. 

An  honorable  discharge^  in  the  sense  intended  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations^ 
may  be  by  civile  as  well  as  by  military  authority. 

Statement. 

P.  M.  was  enrolled  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  17th  Regiment  of  Wisconsin 
Infantry  Volunteers,  January  15th,  1862,  and  was  mustered  in  to  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  on  the  i6th  day  of  January,  1862,  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  and  dbcharged  on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1862,  by  civil  authority. 

The  record  shows  that  the  soldier,  when  enlisted,  was  eighteen  years  of 
age.    Is  he  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  ? 

Opinion. 

Muster-in  to  the  service,  and  an  honorable  discharge  therefrom,  are  essen- 
tial requirements  to  membership  in  the  order. 

The  first  requirement  appears  to  have  been  complied  with,  as  he  was  duly 
mustered  in  to  the  service  of  the  United  .States,  and,  until  his  discharge  there- 
from, was  subject  to  military  authority  and  required  to  perform  all  the  duties  of 
a  soldier. 

The  question  presented  is :  Does  an  honorable  discharge,  in  the  sense  in- 
tended by  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  require  that  it  should  be  ordered  by 
miliury  authority  ?  A  negative  answer  must  be  given,  for  the  reason  set  forth 
in  Opinion  133,  Blue  Book,  page  36, 1895,  where  it  was  held  that  an  order  of 
the  Court  in  habeas  corpus  proceedings  took  the  place  of  a  discharge,  and  that 
a  minor  discharged  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  was  eligible  to  membership. 

If  the  question  was  an  open  one,  I  might  hesitate  to  adopt  so  liberal  a  con- 
struction, but  as  the  rule  has  been  in  force  for  the  past  fifteen  years  it  ought  not 
now  be  changed. 

No  facts  are  presented  to  me  except  as  herein  set  forth,  and  my  opinion  is, 
that  while  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  military  service  is  essential,  it  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  such  discharge  should  be  ordered  by  military 
authority. 
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CASE  No.  4. 

The  time  within  which  an  appeal  may  be  taken  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  is  limited  to  six  monthi  from  the  filing  of  said  decision 
with  his  Adjutant  General. 

fVhen  a  Post  disbands  or  its  Charter  is  annulled,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
Assistant  Adjutant  General  to  immediately  grant  transfer  cards  to  all  members  in 
good  standing,  whether  they  demand  them  or  not. 

Members  of  a  disbanded  Post  cease  to  be  members  of  the  G^and  Army  of  the 
Republic  cU  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the  disbanding  of  the  Post,  unless  they 
connect  themselves  with  another  Post,  as  provided  by  the  Pules  and  Regulations. 

Statement. 

The  Department  G>minander  and  G>uncil  of  Administration  of  Depart- 
ment of  Massachusetts  annulled  the  charter  of  Fletcher  Webster  Post,  No.  13, 
Department  of  Massachusetts  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  Post  appealed  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  who  approved  the  action  of 
the  Department  Commander  and  Council  of  Administration  January  21st,  1898* 
and  the  Post  was  duly  notified  of  such  action  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1898. 

Opinion,     (i) 

Section  2,  Article  7,  Chapter  3,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  provides 
that  *'  All  appeals  from  the  decisions  of  the  Post  Commander  and  Post  shall  be 
taken  within  four  months  from  the  rendering  of  the  same,  and  all  other  appeals 
shall  be  taken  within  six  months  from  the  rendering  of  the  decisions  from 
which  the  appeal  is  taken." 

This  language  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  serious  doubt.  The  decision  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  must  be  regarded  as  having  been  '*  rendered  *'  when 
made  and  filed  with  the  Adjutant  General,  and  the  time  within  which  an  appeal 
may  be  uken  begins  to  run  from  that  date.  Six  months  is  ample  time  in  which 
to  perfect  an  appeal  and  it  should  not  be  extended  by  judicial  construction, 
especially  when  the  language  is  unambiguous.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Adjutant 
General  to  notify  the  parties  interested  of  the  decision  when  filed  with  him, 
which  appears  to  have  been  promptly  done  in  this  case. 

(a) 

There  are  two  ways  provided  for  granting  transfer  cards.  One  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Comrade  himself,  and  the  other  by  reason  of  the  Post  disband- 
ing. They  are  both  of  absolute  right,  and  when  the  Comrade  is  in  good 
standing,  must  be  granted  without  condition  or  restriction. 

Under  Section  2,  Article  4,  Chapter  2,  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  the 
Adjutant  of  the  Post  attests  the  cards,  and  under  Section  4,  Article  4,  Chapter 
2,  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  attests  them.  The  object  of  the  transfer  card 
is  to  enable  a  Comrade  to  withdraw  from  one  Post  and  join  another  without 
surrendering  his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  he  is 
allowed  one  year  in  which  to  perfect  the  change.  Upon  failing  so  to  do,  he  be- 
comes an  honorably  discharged  member  of  the  order. 

When  a  Post  disbands  or  surrenders  its  charter  all  papers,  records  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1 88  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 

property  belonging  to  it  are  turned  over  to  Department  Headquarters.  These 
records  show  the  standing  of  each  member  of  the  Post  and  furnish  the  informa- 
tion requisite  to  enable  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  to  issue  transfer  cards  to 
all  who  were  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  such  dissolution,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  it  becomes  his  duty  to  at  once  grant  such  cards,  whether  the  members 
entitled  thereto  demand  them  or  noi. 

When  a  Post  disbands  its  members  cease  to  have  any  Post  relationship, 
and  the  transfer  cards  issued  by  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  have  the  force 
and  effect  of  preserving  their  membership  in  the  order  for  a  period  of  one  year, 
and  if  within  that  time  they  fail  to  connect  themselves  with  another  Post,  they 
pass  into  the  class  of  honorably  discharged  members  of  the  order. 

I  think  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  intend  that  the  granting  of  transfer 
cards  to  all  members  in  good  standing  of  a  disbanded  Post  shall  be  a  part  of  the 
final  closing  up  of  the  affairs  of  the  Post. 

Any  other  construction  would  be  attended  with  confusion  and  \incertainty. 
If  the  granting  of  the  transfer  cards  depended  on  the  desire  or  action  of  the 
several  members,  they  could  remain  passive  for  years,  owing  no  duty  or  alle- 
giance to  the  order  and  not  subject  to  its  discipline. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  right  of  the  members  of  a  disbanded  Post  to 
receive  transfer  cards  is  complete  at  the  date  of  the  dissolution  of  the  Post,  and 
their  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  will  ^ease  at  the  expira- 
tion of  one  year  from  said  date,  unless  they  connect  themselves  with  another 
Post,  as  provided  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations. 

CASE  No.  5. 

Only  members  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  a  Post  ewe 
entitled  to  transfer  cards. 

The  members  of  a  disbanded  Post,  who  desire  to  continue  their  membership 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic ,  should  at  once  procure  from  the  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  transfer  cards,  and  within  one  year  join  another  Post ;  other- 
wise they  become  honorably  discharged  members  of  the  order. 

Statement. 

J.  H.  Carleton,  Post  No.  17,  Department  of  South  Dakota,  G.  A.  R.,  dis- 
banded December 1893  ;  a  number  of  its  members  paying  dues  to  January 

ist,  1894,  that  they  might  be  in  a  position  to  organize  a  new  Post  or  reorganize 
the  old  one  as  circumstances  should  favor.  In  May,  1897,  three  of  its  members 
applied  to  Department  Headquarters  for  transfer  cards,  which  were  refused  by 
the  Department  Commander,  acting  under  the  advice  of  his  Judge  Advocate,  on 
the  ground  that  the  applicants  had  become  honorably  discharged  members  of 
the  Order.  From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
in  which  appeal  nine  other  Comrades  of  said  Post  joined,  their  contention  being 
that  "  no  time  can  come  in  which  a  Comrade  in  good  standing  may  not  ask  for 
a  transfer,  and  that  Comrades  in  arrears  may,  upon  settlement  with  Department 
Headquarters,  received  transfers  or  honorable  discharges  as  may  be  desired. 
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Opinion. 

There  are  several  ways  by  which  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Repuclic  may  be  lost,  viz.,  dishonorable  discharge,  dropped  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  honorable  discharge  on  personal  application,  and  honorable  discharge  by 
failure  to  join  another  Post  within  one  year  from  granting  of  transfer  cards. 

Membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  **  lives,  moves  and  has  its 
being"  in  the  Post.  Apart  from  the  Post  there  can  be  no  membership  in  the 
order,  except  for  the  brief  period  covered  by  a  transfer  card.  There  is  no  such 
a  thing  as  a  **  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  large."  When  a 
Post  disbands  membership  therein  terminates,  not  at  some  indefinite  future 
period,  but  at  once.  To  protect  and  save  the  rights  and  privileges  of  members 
of  such  Posts,  the  Rules  and  Regulations  prof  ide  that  all  members  in  good 
standing  at  the  time  of  dissolution  shall  receive  from  the  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  Department  transfer  cards.    Sec.  4,  Art.  4,  Chap.  2. 

It  is  true  that  said  section  does  not  in  express  words  limit  the  time  within 
which  transfer  cards  may  be  granted,  neither  does  it  in  express  words  limit  the 
life  of  said  cards,  but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  only  purpose  of  a  transfer 
card  is  to  enable  a  comrade  to  withdraw  from  one  Post  and  join  another,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  which  countenances 
the  idea  that  any  member  under  any  circumstances  can  sustain  a  vital  connec- 
tion with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for  a  longer  period  than  one  year 
without  membership  in  some  Post. 

A  pertinent  question  is ;  ••  Could  these  members  of  Carleton  Post  be  tried 
for  a  violation  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  ?  " 

I  think  not,  and  if  they  are  not  subject  to  discipline  nor  liable  for  the  pay- 
ment of  dues,  by  what  right  can  they  claim  the  honors  and  privileges  of  mem- 
bership ?  To  hold  thit  they  are  still  members  would  be  to  reward  absenteeism, 
put  a  premium  on  neglected  duty,  and  do  injustice  to  Comrades  who  loyally 
and  patiently  bear  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  See  opinion  No.  4  current 
series;  also  decisions  39  and  135,  page  104,  and  No.  12,  page  107  Blue  Book 
1895. 

When  Posts  to  which  Comrades  belong  cease  to  exist,  they  stand  as  mem- 
bers of  disbanded  Posts,  and  upon  proper  application  are  entitled  to  receive 
transfer  cards,  which  will  entitle  them  to  join  another  Post  within  a  year;  fail- 
ing to  do  this,  as  required  by  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  they  become  honorably 
discharged  from  the  Order.     Decision  No.  2,  page  151,  Blue  Book,  1895- 

My  opinion  therefore  is  that  members  of  a  disbanded  Post  who  wish  to 
maintain  their  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  should  at  once 
procure  from  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  the  Department,  transfer  cards, 
and  within  one  year  join  some  Post ;  otherwise  they  become  honorably  dis- 
charged members. 

I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  transfer  cards  can  only  be  issued  to  members 
of  disbanded  Posts,  who  were  ingood  standing  at  the  time  of  such  dissolution. 
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The  reports  of  the  other  officers  being  in  printed  form  and 
distributed  to  the  members  of  the  Encampment,  Comrade  Kountz, 
of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  reports  be  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittees without  reading. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  Adjutant-General  then  announced  committees  as  follows: 

On  Address  of  Commander-in-Chief  and  Reports  of  Senior 
and  Junior  Vice-Commanders-in-Chicf : 

I.  N.  Walker,  Indiana ;  C.  W.  Keeting,  Louisiana :  John  C.  Black. 
Illinois  ;  R.  W.  Terrill,  Iowa  ;  Anson  A.  Wood,  New  York. 

On  Report  of  Chaplain-in-Chief : 

C.  B.  Wilson.  Illinois  ;  Charles  A.  Southard,  Maine ;  Allen  Aliens- 
worth,  Utah  ;  L.  B.  Harris,  Vermont ;  James  M.  Davis,  Vir^nia. 

On  Report  of  Surgeon  General  : 

J.  C.  Bigger,  Texas ;  M.  B.  Bartlett,  West  Virginia  ;  John  W.  Ham- 
mond, Kentucky ;  W.  G.  Gray,  Arkansas. 

On  Report  of  Adjutant-General : 

Arthur  Hendricks,  Potomac ;  Peter  B.  Ayars,  Delaware ;  S.  J.  Chur- 
chill, Kansas ;  Frank  Battles,  New  Hampshire  ;  J.  O.  Ladd,  Georgia. 

On  Report  of  Quartermaster  General : 

John  E.  Gilman,  Massachusetts ;  Theodore  F.-  Reed,  New  York ; 
J.  K.  Mertz,  Minnesota ;  R.  B.  Brown,  Ohio ;  John  Shields,  New  Jersey. 

On  Report  of  Inspector-General ; 

Philip  S.  Chase,  Rhode  Island  ;  John  C.  Linehan,  New  Hampshire  ; 
J.  G.  B.  Adams,  Massachusetts  :  A.  G.  Peterson,  Missouri ;  E.  B.  Gray, 
Wisconsin. 

On  Report  of  Judge- Advocate-General : 

Leo  Rassieur,  Missouri ;  George  H.  Patrick,  Alabama  ;  Josiah  Given, 
Iowa  ;  Henry  A.  Castle,  Minnesota  ;  Harry  White,  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  Report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records  : 

Daniel  Ross,  Delaware ;  Christopher  Ross,  Maryland ;  Charles  L. 
Leiper,  Pennsylvania. 

On  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  Ritual : 

R.  B.  Beath,  Pennsylvania  ;  T.  C.  Mastellar,  California  ;  Henry  M. 
Nevius,  New  Jersey ;  James  S.  Dodge,  Indiana  ;  Joseph  A.  Titus,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 
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On  Resolutions : 

A.  G.  Weisscrt,  Wisconsin,  Chairman;  R.  H.  Allison,  Alabama; 
lames  Finley,  Arizona ;  O.  M.  Spellman,  Arkansas  ;  A.  J.  Buckles,  Cali- 
fornia and  Nevada ;  A.  V.  Bohn,  Colorado  and  Wyoming ;  Alfred  B. 
Beers,  Connecticut ;  Daniel  Ross,  Delaware  ;  L.  Y.  Jenness,  Florida ; 
L.  B.  Nelson,  Georgia ;  H.  F.  Reel,  Idaho ;  Joel  M.  Longenecker,  Illi- 
nois ;  Gil.  R.  Stormont,  Indiana  ;  David  Redfield,  Indian  Territory ; 
George  Metzgar,  Iowa  ;  Cyrus  Leland,  Kansas ;  O.  A.  Reynolds,  Ken- 
tucky ;  Charles  H.  Shute,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi ;  James  L.  Merrick, 
Maine  ;  Robert  C.  Sunstrom,  Maryland  ;  Joseph  R.  Bartlett,  Massachu- 
setts ;  Washington  Gardner,  Michigan ;  S.  R.  Van  Sant,  Minnesota ; 
W.  B.  Rogers,  Missouri ;  W.  H.  Black,  Montana ;  H.  C.  Russell,  Ne- 
braska ;  John  C.  Linehan,  New  Hampshire  ;  S.  G.  Hayter,  New  Jersey ; 
J.  M.  Moore,  New  Mexico;  James  Tanner,"  New  York;  William  H. 
Brown,  N.  Dakota  ;  A.  M.  Warner,  Ohio ;  J.  C.  Cummins,  Oklahoma ; 
B.  H.  Bradshaw,  Oregon ;  C.  W.  Hazzard,  Pennsylvania;  Nathan  Bick- 
ford,  Potomac ;  William  E.  Stone.  Rhode  Island ;  Robert  Dollard,  S. 
Dakota  ;  H.  C.  Whitaker.  Tennessee ;  C.  C.  Haskell,  Texas ;  H.  C. 
Wardleigh,  Utqh  ;  W.  H.  H.  Slack,  Vermont ;  Edgar  Allan,  Virginia  * 
and  North  Carolina  ;  Harry  Bigelow,  Washington  and  Alaska ;  George 
J.  Walker,  West  Virginia. 

Comrade  Dodge,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
Encampment  that  upon  the  receptipn  of  committees  from  the 
various  organizations  calling  to  pay  their  respects  to  this  Encamp- 
ment, such  committees  be  requested  to  have  but  one  of  their  num- 
ber address  the  Encampment,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  Committee  on  School  Histories,  through  Comrade  Marsh, 
the  chairman,  presented  the  following  report,  which,  on  motion  of 
Comrade  Druckemiller,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  received  and  adopted: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  SCHOOL  HISTORIES. 

John  P,  S.  Gobin^  Commander-in-Chir/ :  Your  Committee  on 
School  Histories,  respectfully  submit  to  you  and  through  you  to  the 
Thirty-second  National  Encampment,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the 
following  report : 

Among  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
School  Histories,  to  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  was  the  fol- 
lowing :  **  It  will  be  well  if  every  Post  and  every  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  join  with  all  patriotic  societies  and  all  who  love 
our  common  country  in  the  work  ot  patriotic  teaching.  If  we  can  aid 
the  present  generation  to  adopt  our  patriotic  songs,  become  familiar 
with  our  literature,  so  rich  in  patriotic  suggestions,   to  observe  our 
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memorial  days,  to  increasingly  respect  the  flag  and  to  be  faithful  and 
loyal  citizens  of  the  Republic,  our  organization  will  have  accomplished 
a  noble  work.  '*    Following  this  suggestion  the  Committee  recommended 
that  the  Encampment  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  permailent  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  teaching  patriotism  in  our  schools,  which  should 
report  at  each  session  of  the  Encampment.    The  foregoing  suggestion 
and  recommendation,  having  been  concurred  in  by  the  Encampment, 
the  Committee  which  submitted  ihe  report  was  honored  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief with  a  re-appointment.     In  view  of  this  recommenda- 
tion your  Committee  have  acied  on  the  belief  that  the  general  subject  of 
patriotic  teaching  was  properly  within  the  scope  of  the  purpose  of  their 
appointment  and  that  every  available  force  and  agency  should  be  brought 
into  requisition  to  impress  lessons  of  patriotism  upon  the  minds  of  the 
children  and  youth  ol  the  Republic.    With  this  object  in  view,   the 
Chairman  of  this  Committee  xisited  the  last  Commandery-in-Chief  of 
Sons  of  Veterans  and  the  last  National  Commandery  of  the  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  at  his  request  each  of 
these  patriotic  organizations  appointed  a  committee  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  this  committee  in  the  promotion  of  the  work  we  have  undertaken. 
The  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  which  has  efficiently  and  zealously  aided 
in  this  work  from  its  inception,  has,  during  the  last  year,  through  Mrs. 
Flo.  Jamison  Miller,  its  able  and  earnest  Patriotic  Instructor,  as  well  as 
through  its  membership  generally,  actively  and  cordially  co-oi>erated 
with  us.    In  several  Departments  of  the  G.  A.  R.  appropriate  com- 
mittees have  given  serious  attention  to  this  important  subject,  which  has 
been  productive  of  much  good.     Among  the  individual  citizens  who 
have  given  the  cause  of  patriotic  teaching  substantial  aid  and  intelligent 
encouragement,  the  Committee  mention  with  pleasure,  Comrade  W.  \V. 
Stone,  President  of  the  Lincoln  Monument  League,  of  San  Francisco, 
Cal.    The  result  of  the  efforts  of  the  Committee  and  the  many  agencies 
which  have  co-operated,  while  not  all  that  could  have  been  desired,  seem 
to  us  encouraging.     We  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  substantial  im- 
provement in  the  tone  and  sentiment  of  many  of  the  histories  of  our 
country,  used  in  its  public  schools,  since  the  agitation  of  this  subject  by 
our  organization.     In  the  more  recent  publications,  the  improvement 
has  been  particularly  marked  and  noticeable  ;  in  these  there  appear  less 
of  catering  to  sectionalism,  than  in  the  earlier  works,  and  a  more  evident 
purpose  to  present  the  facts  as  to.  the  great  war  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Union  in  a  manner  calculated  to  encourage  loyalty  and  devotion  to 
the  principles  of  our  Government.     The  number  of  books  prepared  and 
published  during  the  year  for  the  use  of  children  and  young  people,  de- 
signed to  teach  patriotism,  has  largely  increased.    Through  the  courtesy 
of  Mrs.  Miller,  Patriotic  Instructor  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  we 
have  reports  from  23  Departments  and  four  detached  Corps,  from  which 
we  learn  that  in  the  territory  embraced  in  the  reports,  there  ars  35,049 
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school-rooms  having  flags,  26,352  school-rooms  giving  the  salute  to  the 
flag,  adopted  by  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  1,619  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence Charts  are  reported  in  use,  and  in  these  schools  are  1,250,319, 
who,  as  they  salute  the  flag,  daily  repeat,  **  We  give  our  heads  and  our 
hearts  to  God  and  our  Country."  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  is  but  a 
partial  report.  It  would  be  most  gratifying  if  we  were  able  to  give  a 
complete  report  (if  the  number  of  children  in  the  United  States,  who, 
with  their  bright  eyes  resting  on  the  **Flag  of  the  Free,**  pledge  their 
heads  and  hearts  to  the  God  of  Nations,  and  the  land  of  Liberty.  In 
the  Department  of  Wisconsin,  children's  camp  fires  have  been  success- 
fully introduced,  at  which  the  veterans  tell  the  children  the  story  of  the 
war  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  waged.  We  learn  from  Comrade 
Stone  that  he  has,  during  the  last  year,  been  in  correspondence  with 
nearly  all  of  the  State  Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction  and  with 
most  of  the  superintendents  of  school^  in  the  cities  of  the  country,  with 
a  view  to  having  part  of  the  day,  on  or  near  the  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  devoted  to  the  production  of  a  patriotic  programme. 
The  result  we  give  in  his  own  words  as  follows  :  **This  has  not  been 
labor  thrown  away.  **  Lincoln  Day,**  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  our 
martyr  President,  was  celebrated  in  a  manner  that  made  our  hearts  re- 
joice, and  stimulated  us  to  renewed  future  activity.**  The  celebration 
of  **  Lincoln  Day  '*  this  year  for  the  first  time  in  Harvard  College,  under 
the  direction  of  President  Elliot,  seems  to  us  worthy  of  mention. 

Our  information  is  that  the  exercises  of  Memorial  Day  have  been 
more  generally  observed  and  participated  in  by  the  children  of  the  public 
schools  this  year  than  ever  heretofore.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  record 
also  the  fact  that  the  last  Independence  Day  was  more  generally  cele* 
brated  as  a  day  of  common  rejoicing  by  all  of  the  people,  East  and  West- 
and  North  and  South,  than  any  time  before,  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  War.    Surely  this  record  if  not  entirely  satisfactory,  is  encouraging. 

We  rejoice  in  the  great  development  of  patriotic  sentiment  that  has 
occurred  since  our  last  meeting.  We  do  not  claim  that  this  is  entirely 
due  to  the  efforts  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  its  kindred  organizations,  and 
while  we  demand  for  them  their  full  share  ot  the  honor,  for  what  has 
been  accomplished,  we  are  not  unmindful  that  many  fortuitous  circum- 
stances and  events  have  contributed  to  this  great  awakening  of  patriotic 
emotions.  The  war  with  Spain,  so  happily  prosecuted  to  triumphant 
success,  under  the  leadership  of  our  eminent  comrade,  President 
William  McKinley,  has  not  only  resulted  in  arousing  the  patriotism  of 
our  people  to  the  highest  point  conceivable,  but  has  had  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  people  of  all  sections  of  the  country  into  the  most  harmon- 
ious relations,  and,  as  we  hope  and  believe,  in  obliterating  every  trace, 
if  any  remained,  of  resentment  and  ill  will  between  the  men  who  fought 
on  opposite  sides  in  the  great  civil  conflict.  We  rejoice  at  this  speedy 
return  to  unity  of  sentiment  and  feelings  in  a  nation  so  recently  engaged 
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in  the  strugrgle  of  Civil  War.  We  exult  in  the  glorious  deeds  of  our 
soldiers  and  sailors  and  we  do  not  inquire  from  what  section  of  our  com- 
mon country  they  came.  We  recognize  the  heroism  and  valor,  the 
patriotism  and  devotion  of  many  who  were  conspicuous  in  the  effort  to 
establish  a  Southern  Confederacy  in  the  Civil  War,  and  who,  in  the 
recent  war  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  our  honored  Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  many  other  distinguished  and  heroic  comrades,  all  under  one 
flag  and  all  moved  by  common  sentiments  of  patriotic  devotion  to  the 
glory  of  the  Republic.  The  new  glories  that  have  come  to  our  Army 
and  Navy,  do  not,  we  believe,  in  the  least  change  the  record  of  those 
identified  with  the  great  war  from  1861  to  1865.  We  hope  that  our  ex- 
confederate  friends  will  join  us  in  thanksgiving  that  their  plans  for  break- 
ing up  the  Union  failed,  and  that  they  will  realize  that  the  greatest 
calamity  that  could  have  befallen  them  would  have  been  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  purpose  for  which  they  fought.  There  should  be  no  cessa- 
tion of  effort  by  us  to  educate  our  citizens  of  foreign  birth  and  the 
rising  generation,  to  properly  prize  and  estimate  the  value  of  our  free 
institutions  and  to  appreciate  the  duties  of  citizenship  under  such  a 
system  of  government.  There  is  need  for  a  continuance  of  effort  on  the 
part  of  our  organization  to  preserve  the  glorious  records  of  the  Civil 
War ;  to  place  before  the  children  of  the  Republic,  truthful  and  patriotic 
historitrs  of  that  war  and  to  promote  patriotic  teaching  in  the  public 
schools.  We  note  with  regret  that  a  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the 
official  designation  of  the  great  Civil  War  shall  be  changed  to  the 
**  Civil  War  between  the  States."  We  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  enter  its  solemn  and  emphatic  protest 
against  this  proposition  and  to  insist  upon  the  recognition,  in  Govern- 
ment records  and  in  the  histories  placed  before  our  youth,  of  the  fact, 
that  the  war  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union  was  a  war  between  the 
National  Government  and  certain  of  its  citizens  acting  in  defiance  of  its 
authority. 

Upon  this  proposition  we  repeat,  as  expressive  of  the  views  of  the 
Committee,  then  and  now,  from  our  repoi  t  to  the  last  Encampment,  the 
following : 

'*  We  insist  that  our  youth  shall  be  taught  that  the  war  was  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  bloody  contest  to  gratify  selfish  ambition  or  to 
test  the  military  strength  of  two  sections  of  our  country.  We  demand 
that  it  shall  be  plainly  taught  that  it  was  a  war  between  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  and  a  part  of  its  citizens  in  revolt  against  it ;  that  it 
was  prosecuted  by  the  National  Government  for  the  maintenance  of  its 
constitutional  authority  and  the  enforcement  of  its  laws.** 

In  conclusion  your  Committee  beg  to  suggest  that  with  the  auspicious 
and  glorious  termination  of  the  recent  war  with  Spain,  in  such  a  signal 
triumph  for  rightousness  and  liberty,  with  the  new  glories  that  have 
been  won  by  our  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  increasing  material  prosperity 
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and  power  that  are  to  follow,  there  will  be  constant  need  of  attention  to 
the  duties  of  unselfish  devotion  to  our  country  and  its  flag.  Hie  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  true  to  its  proud  history,  must  continue  its  duties 
along  this  line. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  O.  MARSH,  Chairman. 
M.  N.  DICKINSON. 
\VM.  M.  OLIN. 
D.  C.  MILNER. 
THOMAS  G.  SAMPLE. 

A  committee  from  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R.  was  announced 
to  be  in  waiting  in  the  ante-room,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief 
appointed  to  escort  them  to  the  platform  Comrades  Ayars,  of  Del- 
aware, Holgate,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Ladd,  of  California.  The 
committee  escorted  to  the  platform  the  following  ladies  from  the 
National  Convention  of  the  Ladies  of  the  G.  A.  R. :  Julia  R.  F. 
Lobdell,  Department  President,  of  Minnesota ;  Katie  C.  Patrick, 
Past  Department  President,  of  California,  and  Charlotte  La  Rue, 
Past  Department  President,  of  Ohio. 

Mrs.  Lobdell  addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows : 

Commander-in-Chiefs  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  ihe  Repub- 
lic: When  was  delegated  to  this  committee  the  honorable  task  of 
appearing  before  the  survivors  of  the  great  war  ot  the  rebellion,  the 
remnant  of  that  mighty  host  that  followed  Old  Glory  on  hundreds  of 
bloody  battlefields,  I  certainly  considered  that  my  honored  National 
President  had  conferred  upon  me  one  of  the  greatest  honors  of  my  life  ; 
and  as  1  stand  in  the  presence  of  this  remnant  of  those  mighty  hosts,  our 
beloved  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  I  cannot  but  raise  my  voice  and 
say :  All  hail  and  all  honor  !  We  bring  you  the  greeting  of  thousands 
of  patriotic  hearts  that  beat  in  the  bosoms  of  your  wives,  your  mothers, 
your  sisters  and  your  daughters.  From  the  mothers  who  loaned  you  to 
the  United  States  government  when  it  needed  you  more  than  ihey. 
From  the  wives  who  fought  the  battles  at  home  during  your  absence. 
From  the  sisters  and  the  daughters  who  wept  and  prayed  for  your 
return.  We  bring  you  their  greetings  and  their  God  speed  in  your  noble 
work,  assuring  you  of  our  sympathy,  of  our  earnest  and  hearty  support, 
of  our  only  desire  to  do  our  duty  as  we  think  Is  best  and  right.  We 
have  no  antagonism  to  any,  but  we  are  broad  enough  to  embrace  all 
organizations  and  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to  everyone  that 
has  done  one  noble  deed  or  expended  one  dollar  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  you  or  your  dependent  ones.  God  bless  them  all.  1  come 
from  an  organization  this  morning  that  has  peace  on  earth  and  good  will 
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to  all  Grand  Army  men  for  its  ^ide.  From  far-oft  rock-bound  Alaska 
to  the  coast  of  Florida  and  from  the  rocky  shores  of  Maine  to  where  the 
golden  sands  of  the  ftcific  stretch  out  on  our  California  coast  we  extend 
to  you  the  loving  greetings  of  ihat  great  bpdy  of  women,  and  thousands 
of  hearts  beat  in  sympathy  wiih  yours  to  say  and  acknowledge  that  you 
have  saved  the  nation  and  made  it  possible  for  us  to  enjoy  one  country 
and  one  banner  with  its  stripes  and  stars. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Mrs.  Lobdell,  your  organization 
could  certainly  have  sent  no  more  favored  representative  to  talk 
to  these  men  than  the  one  they  selected  from  the  great  State  of 
Minnesota,  and  I  congratulate  them  upon  the  judgment  they  dis- 
played and  thank  you  most  earnestly  for  the  kind  words  you  have 
expressed  to  the  organization.  You  will  find  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  now,  as  ever,  anxious  to  do  all  that  it  can  for  the 
good  of  the  country  and  the  good  of  the  individual  membership 
of  all  its  auxiliary  societies,  and  we  wish  you  God  speed  in  your 
work. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grant  Memorial,  through  Comrade 
Burdett,  presented  the  following  report : 

REPORT  OF  GRANT  MEMORIAL  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  National  Encampment :  Your  Committee  on  the  Memorial 
to  our  late  Comrade,  General  U.  S.  Grant,  to  be  erected  at  the  Capitol, 
in  Washington,  report  that  for  two  years  past  they  have  been  in  corres- 
pondence with  the  sculptor,  Mr.  Franklin  Simmons,  of  Rome,  Italy,  in 
relation  to  replacing  the  statue  which  was  forwarded  to  Washington,  and 
which  failed  to  receive  the  approval  of  the  joint  Committee  of  the  Library 
of  Congress. 

The  members  of  your  committee,  who  have  carefully  inspected  the 
work,  believe  that  the  likeness  was  good,  and  that  the  statue  was  one 
of  the  very  best  of  the  many  now  in  place  in  Washington  ;  but  as  the 
Committee  of  the  Library  of  Congress  decided  otherwise,  we  were  com- 
pelled to  accept  their  conclusions,  and  require  Mr.  Simmons,  under  his 
contract,  to  replace  it  with  one  which  would  be  satisfactory. 

In  order  that  there  should  be  no  possible  chance  for  another  rejec- 
tion we  required  Mr.  Simmons  to  present  to  the  Committee  of  Library 
a  clay  model  of  the  head,  with  photographs  of  the  full  statue.  Mr.  Sim- 
mons came  over  with  this  model,  and  your  committee  with  him  had  a 
most  satisfac*ory  hearing  by  the  joint  Committee  of  the  Library.  That 
committee  was  aided  by  the  production  of  a  large  number  of  photo- 
graphs of  General  Grant  in  the  possession  of  the  W^ar  Department,  and 
they  gave  the  model  a  very  close  inspection  and  unanimously  approved  it. 
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Mr.  Simmons  was  then  directed  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  as  a 
result  we  feel  that  now  we  shall  have  a  much  more  satisfactory  statue 
than  that  first  submitted.  Mr.  Simmons  is  hard  at  work  finishing  the 
figure  for  the  equestrian  statue  of  General  John  A.  Logan,  the  bronze 
pedestal  for  which  has  been  completed  and  placed  in  position  in  Wash- 
ington. He  does  not  believe  that  he  can  have  the  Grant  statue  ready 
for  final  acceptance  much  before  Congress  meets  in  December,  1899, 
but  will  hasten  it  all  he  possibly  can. 

We  regret  very  much  this  long  delay,  but  it  has  been  unavoidable. 
Your  committee  have  labored  earnestly  to  secure  a  Memorial  which  shall 
be  cre(iitablc  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  worthy  of  our  dis- 
tinguished comrade. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  S.  BURDETT,  CTiairman, 
R.  B.  BEATH,  Secretary, 

for  the  Committee, 

Committee  :  S.  S.  Burdett,  Potomac ;  Robert  B.  Beath,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Selden  Connor,  Maine;  Horace  S.  Clark,  Illinois;  E.  S.  Gray, 
Ohio. 

Comrade  Burdett: 

Allow  me  to  say  one  word.  The  rejection  of  the  completed  statue 
by  a  former  Committee  of  Congress,  which,  under  the  act  accepting  the 
statute  from  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  wai  required  to  act,  was 
of  course  a  source  of  very  great  regret  to  the  committee.  It  was  re- 
jected simply  upon  the  ground  that  in  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  the  likeness  was  not  f  ufficiently  accurate.  That 
arose  from  this  fact  :  Our  contract  with  Mr.  Simmons  requires  that  he 
shall  make  a  statue  of  General  Grant  as  he  was  when  he  gave  to  the 
Nation  its  great  peace  at  Appamattox.  Grant  was  older  when  he  was 
President.  Grant  as  he  stood  as  a  soldier,  before  his  cheeks  became 
heavy,  was  a  different  looking  man,  but  the  committee  who  examined  it, 
old  men  themselves,  only  remembering  Grant  in  his  old  age,  could  not 
think  of  any  other  Grant  but  that,  and  upon  that  sole  ground  the  com- 
mittee refused  to  accept  the  statue.  I  stand  here  to  say,  and  I  have  the 
word  and  judgment  of  the  best  connoiseurs  that  I  know,  that  that  statue 
as  it  stood  and  was  rejected  was  a  finer  work  of  art  than  stands  to-day 
in  the  capitol  of  the  Nation  and  we  have  this  to  remember,  that  while 
that  was  rejected  from  us  it  is  yet  a  statue  of  General  Grant,  and  in  the 
coming  days  will  somewhere  be  the  pride  of  the  American  people. 
However,  that  is  the  situation,  and  Mr.  Simmons,  under  his  contract,  as 
we  have  said,  commenced  at  once  the  preparation  of  the  new  statue. 
He  made  it  complete  in  plaster,  and  so  that  there  might  be  no  further 
mistake  or  chance  of  refusal,  he  brought  over  the  head  and  bust  and 
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presented  it  to  a  full  committee,  and  after  the  most  careful  examination 
they  received  it,  giving  it  very  great  praise.  Now,  we  have  simply  the 
work  of  putting  it  in  marble  which  is  under  way.  We  did  not  select  a 
cheap  man.  We  selected  a  man  of  fame  as  a  sculptor  and  he  has  great 
work  on  his  hands.  He  cannot  do  it  to-day  or  to-morrow,  and  he  will 
not  do  it  until  the  hour  comes  when  be  can  present  a  statue  which  every 
man,  woman  and  child  in  this  great  country  who  reveres  the  name  and 
fame  of  U.  S.  Grant*  will  be  proud  to  look  upon. 

Just  one  word  about  this  fund.  It  is  all  right.  We  have  paid  con- 
siderable money,  under  our  contract,  to  the  sculptor,  but  recognizing  the 
fact  that  men  are  mortal,  when  we  made  our  contract  with  him  we  took 
from  him  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Comrade  Selden  Connor,  a  name 
of  honor,  interest  bearing  securities  to  the  full  extent  <)f  the  contract, 
which  belong  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  until  the  statue  finally 
stands  accepted  in  Its  beauty  and  glory  in  Washington. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Warnock,  of  Ohio,  the  report  was  re- 
ceived and  adopted  and  the  committee  continued. 

Comrade  McElroy,  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac : 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades:  The  National  Encampment 
of  1893  discontinued  the  committees  which  had  previously  been  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the 
Union  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  at  the  capitol  of  the  Nation  approved 
of  a  project  then  presented  to  them  by  the  National  Re-union  Monument 
Association,  an  organization  growing  out  of  the  very  successful  re-unions 
which  were  held  on  what  we  succeeded  in  getting  designated  as  Grand 
Army  Place,  south  of  the  President's  Mansion  in  Washington.  This 
association,  of  which  I  was  at  that  time  President,  and  am  now  Vice- 
President,  went  ahead  and  did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  carrying  out  the 
intention  of  the  National  Encampment,  and  as  we  conceive  the  body  of 
the  comrades  throughout  the  Nation.  We  were  organized  under  the 
laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  and  we  secured  recognition  in  various 
ways,  our  latest  eflfort  being  to  secure  the  passage  through  Congress  of  a 
joint  resolution  granting  us  the  privilege  of  erecting  such  a  monument. 
The  work  of  this  association  was  susi>ended  during  the  hard  times  which 
set  in  after  1893,  as  we  thought  it  better  to  care  for  the  living  soldiers 
than  erect  monuments  to  the  dead.  When  times  became  belter  we  in- 
tended to  resume  our  work,  but  the  Spanish  war  set  in  and  that  has 
interfered  with  us  again.  This  is  all  set  forth  in  the  document  which  has 
been  handed  to  all  of  you,  and  which  we  earnestly  beg  you  to  read  and 
consider.  We  hope  now  to  go  ahead  and  build  a  monument  which  will 
be  not  only  remarkable  for  the  comrades  whom  it  memorizes,  but  will 
be  one  of  the  greatest  things  in  an  artistic  way  in  the  world.  We  come 
to  you  to-day  and  ask  you  to  give  this  project  your  support  and  make 
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it  one  of  the  leading  objects  of  our  order  with  the  comrades  throughout 
the  United  States,  so  that  this  monument  may  be  erected  before  we  pass 
away.     I  offer  this  report  and  this  resolution  in  furtherance  of  that  object. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  Report  and  Resolutions 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Various  resolutions  and  communications  were  presented  from 
Departments  and  members  of  the  Encampment,  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committees. 

The  order  of  new  business  having  been  reached  Comrade 
Louis  Wagner,  Past  Commander-in-Chief,  addressed  the  Encamp- 
ment as  follows  ; 

Commander-in-Chief :  With  your  permission  and  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Encampment  I  desire  to  answer  to-day  a  question  that 
has  been  often  asked  during  the  past  two  or  three  years  ;  when  will 
the  Grand  Army  again  meet  in  Philadelphia?  I  am  auihorized  to 
say  to  the  National  Encampment  and  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  that  we  desire  that  you  should  do  so  in  the  year  1899, 
that  during  sometime  next  summer  the  Thirty-third  National  En- 
campment of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  all  the  associa- 
tions directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  it,  shall  gather  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  a  place  of  which  you  all  have  favorable 
knowledge,  and  which  I  am  sure  will  receive  the  unanimous  vote  of 
this  Encampment  to-day. 

We  are  not  the  largest  of  American  cities,  but  we  are  the  best 
of  American  cities.  From  any  possible  standpoint  and  in  any  of 
the  relations,  public  or  private,  military  or  otherwise,  I  am  sure 
that  ours  is  a  city  which  will  commend  itself  to  the  good  judgment 
of  the  members  of  this  Encampment  for  its  next  gathering.  Many 
of  you  have  been  there.  You  were  there  during  the  war,  and  we 
desire  to  give  you  a  reception  similar  to  those  which  the  troops  pass- 
ing to  the  front  and  returning  home  received  in  our  city  during 
those  four  years.  We  can  give  you  an  Encampment  in  Fairmount 
Park.  We  can  give  you  a  parade,  if  it  is  thought  desirable  to  have 
one,  upon  Broad  Street,  the  most  magnificent  thoroughfare  in  any 
city  in  the  country  except  the  City  of  Washington,  paved  with 
asphalt  for  a  distance  of  thirteen  miles,  113  feet  wide  between  the 
curbs,  and  it  is  a  place  where  we  can  see  and  where  we  can  be  seen. 
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I  will  not  say  that  we  will  excel  Cincinnati,  for  that  would  be 
high  treason  right  in  the  camp  of  our  friends,  and  I  would  not  say 
that  we  will  excel  Buffalo  or  any  of  the  other  places  that  have  gone 
before  us  in  entertaining  the  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  but  we  will  give  you  a  reception  which  will  be  grati- 
fying to  you  and  satisfactory  to  those  of  us  who  will  look  after  your 
interests  and  make  preparation  for  your  entertainment  at  that  time. 

I  do  not  think,  Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades,  that  it 
is  necessary  that  I  should  eulogize  Philadelphia.  In  the  language 
of  a  prominent  statesman  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
**  There  she  stands.  Behold  and  see  for  yourselves,*'  and  say 
whether  you  are  prepared  to  hold  our  next  Encampment  in  that 
place. 

You  have  not  been  there  for  twenty-two  years,  and  I  am  sure 
that  you  will  be  amazed  and  surprised,  pleased  and  gratified,  with 
the  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  our  city  since  that  time, 
and  I  know  that  you  will  be  more  than  pleased  with  the  reception 
that  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  one  of  its  best  Depart- 
ments, will  give  you,  and  also  by  the  welcome  which  will  be  ex- 
tended to  you  by  the  authorities  of  the  city  and  by  its  people. 

I,  therefore,  make  this  motion  :  That  the  Thirty-third  National 
Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  be  held  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  at  sometime  to  be  named  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  during  the  year  1899,  but  that  if  satisfactory  arrnngements 
cannot  be  made  (and  this  provision  is  simply  a  matter  of  form, 
there  being  no  occasion  for  it  and  yet  it  is  well  to  have  it),  if  satis- 
factory arrangements  cannot  be  made  for  railroad,  hotel,  and  other 
accommodations,  the  National  Council  of  Administration,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  tne  Commander-in-Chief,  shall  make  any  neces- 
sary change  in  the  place  where  the  Encampment  is  to  be  held. 

I  forgot  to  say  before  making  the  motion  that  the  railroad 
cofnpanies  have  conferred  with  us  already  upon  this  meeting  and 
that  all  privileges  of  reduced  rates  and  other  favors  assured  us,  and 
therefore  J  press  the  motion  that  I  have  made,  if  the  Encampment 
is  ready  for  it. 

Comrade  Cook,  of  Colorado :  Commander-in-Chief,  we  did 
not  understand  that  this  question  was  to  come  up  at  this  hour.     We 
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Headquaktrks  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Independence  Hall, 

Philadelphia,  April  i6,  1898. 


IV.    The  Commander-in-Chief  announces  wiih  sadness  the  death  of 

COMRADE  WHEELOCK  Q.  VEAZEY. 

Past  Commander-in-Chief  and  Past  Department  Commander  o  the  Department  of 
Vermont,  which  occurred  in  Washington,  D.  C,  March  22,  1898.  He  was  bom  in  Brent- 
wood, New  Hampshire,  December  5,  1835.  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  in 
»859,  a  private  in  Co.  A,  3d  Vermont  Volunteers,  May,  i86i,  promoted  to  Captain,  to 
Major,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  1862  became  Colonel  of  the  i6th  Regiment  Vermont 
Volunteers,  and  was  mustered  out  with  them  in  August,  1863.  Failing  health  prevented 
his  return  to  the  service.  He  was  awarded  a  Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  "  for  dis- 
tinguished gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863," 

Comrade  Veazey  was  a  soldier  of  distinguished  service,  a  citizen  of  spotless  char- 
acter, a  comrade  whom  we  all  loved  and  who  filled  every  station  to  which  he  was  called 
with  fidelity.  His  life,  filled  with  successes  that  came  to  him  as  a  reward  for  honest 
endeavor,  uprightness  of  character  and  devotion  to  duty  in  war  and  peace,  must  serve 
as  an  inspiration  to  the  rising  generation,  and  be  to  his  comrades  of  the  war  a  solace 
and  a  comfort  in  an  hour  of  sadness.  He  was  a  conspicuous  American  citizen  soldier. 
We  loved  and  honored  him  living,  and  mourn  him  dead.  To  his  ashes  peace;  to  his 
memory  everlasting  honor. 


[Prom  Proceedings  Ttalrty-flecond  National  Bncampment] 

Rbsolvkd,  That  the  Adjutant-General  be  directed  to  prepare  and  enter  upon  the 
Journal  a  proper  minute  expressive  of  the  deep  regret  of  the  members  of  the  National 
Encampment  that  Past  Commander-in-Chief 

COMRADE  WHEELOCK  Q.   VEAZEY 

has  been  removed  from  our  councils  by  death,  and  the  Adjutant-General  is  also  instructed 
to  have  such  minute  properly  engrossed  and  presented  tothe  family  of  the  dead  comrade. 


[Prom  Address  of  J.  P.  S.  Oobin,  Commander-ln-Cblef.] 

The  death  of  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Wheelock  G.  Veazey,  while  not  expected, 
yet  came  upon  our  membership  as  a  summons  to  one  whom  we  loved.  Eminent  as  a 
soldier  attd  as  a  citizen,  his  charming  personality  had  made  a  deep  impression  upon  all  of 
us  and  his  loss  was  sincerely  mourned.  I  assisted  in  the  ceremonies  at  his  grave,  and 
the  ritual  of  the  Grand  Army,  the  volleys  of  the  firing  party  amid  the  graves  at  Arling- 
ton seemed  a  fitting  close  to  so  kindly,  so  eminent,  so  worthy  a  life. 
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will  have  something  to  say,  Comrades,  when  this  Encampment  is 
ready  to  take  up  this  question  as  lo  the  selection  of  the  location  of 
the  next  meeting. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  will  put  the  question  and  it  will 
be  before  the  Encampment.  The  motion  is  in  order  and  has  been 
duly  seconded  that  we  hold  the  next  Encampment  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia. 

Comrade  Cook  :  I  move  to  substitute  the  city  of  Denver. 

Comrade  Warnock  :  I  move  to  make  this  subject  a  special 
order  at  3  o'clock. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Warnock  recess  was  taken  until  2.30 
p.  m. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

2:30    p.  M. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Has  any  comrade  any  new  busi- 
ness to  be  presented  in  this  Encampment?  Are  there  any  com- 
mittees prepared  to  report  ?  The  next  order  of  business  is  the 
election  of  officers.  In  view  of  the  sparse  attendance  we  will  delay 
that  for  a  short  time  unless  objected  to. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  presented  the  following  report, 
and  a  motion  was  made  that  the  report  be  received  and  adopted. 

Cincinnati,  September  10,  1898. 

/.  /*.  5".  Gobin,  Commander-in-Chief,  G,A,  R,:  Your  Committee 
on  Pensions  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

Early  in  the  year  the  committee  held  a  meeting  in  Independence 
Hall,  Philadelphia,  at  which,  by  the  request  of  the  committee,  the  Com- 
mander-in  Chief  was  present.  After  a  careful  review  and  a  serious  con- 
sideration of  the  status  of  the  pension  laws  and  the  pensioners,  it  was 
decided  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  press  upon  Congress  the  ques- 
tion of  new  legislation,  but  rather  to  confine  the  efforts  of  the  committee 
to  urging  the  prompt  consideration  of  claims  now  pending,  the  modifica- 
tion of  certain  rulings  which  have  seemed  unjust,  and  above  all  gathering: 
the  data  to  prove  whether  or  not  the  charges  of  certain  newspapers  and 
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individuals  were  true  or  false,  viz :  Claims  that  the  nation's  pension  roll 
is  not  a  roll  of  honor,  but  is  padded  with  fraudulent  pensions,  and  that 
the  old  soldiers  of  the  War  ot  the  Rebellion  are  cheats  and  ftauds. 

So  widespread  and  numerous  were  these  serious  assertions  that  even 
the  great  patriotic  masses  of  our  countrymen  began  to  fear  that  the  as- 
sertions were  founded  in  fact;  hence  it  was  decided  that  they  would 
know  the  truth  and  publish  it  as  their  first  and  greatest  duty  to  the  gen- 
eration of  young  men  who  offered  and  gave  their  lives  to  their  country 
in  1861  to  1865. 

A  series  of  searching  questions  was  carefully  prepared  and  submit- 
ted to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  these  questions  were  promptly, 
cheerfully  and  carefully  answered  after  an  exhaustive  search  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  Pension  Bureau.  Inquiries  were  instituted  in  different  States 
and  Departments.  Prominent  old  soldiers  were  consulted.  The  num- 
ber of  pensioners  among  the  members  of  different  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
was  found,  their  standing,  the  merits  of  their  claims  considered,  etc. 

**  In  one  State  a  very  prominent  ex-soldier,  a  scholar  and  teacher  of 
deserved  and  enviable  reputation,  made  a  careful  study  of  this  claim  of 
**  Fraud  in  Pensions,'*  as  far  as  the  ex-soldiers  in  his  State  was  con- 
cerned. He  had  every  facility  afforded  him,  and  thiough  the  various 
State,  county  and  town  organizations  he  gathered  his  data  conscien- 
tiously and  exhaustively  and  to  your  committee  he  reported  the  result 
of  his  patriotic  and  laborious  investigation,  and  it  was  **  Not  one  Soldier 
Pension  Fraud  in  the  whole  State."  Your  committee  have  neither  time 
nor  space  allowed  them  in  this  brief  report  to  give  all  the  evidence  con- 
sidered by  them,  but  they  give  with  pride  and  satisfaction  their  unani- 
mous verdict  that  the  pension  roll  of  the  United  States  is  a  roll  of  honor; 
that  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  fought  the  battles  of  their  country  and 
now  are  receiving  pensions  on  account  of  their  wounds  and  disability  are 
worthy  of  their  country's  gratitude  and  the  respect  of  their  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

•*  Your  committee  do  not  deny  that  frauds  are  sometimes  attempted 
and  thus  the  Pension  Bureau  is  deceived,  but  these  attempts  are  com- 
paratively few  in  number  and  very  seldom  traced  to  a  soldier  or  sailor 
who  served  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

•*  It  is  not  fair  argument  to  try  to  prove  that  our  courts  are  venal  and 
rotten  because  perjury  and  subordination  of  perjury  lead  them  into  error 
and  injustice  at  times  ;  and  because  that  abomination,  the  dishonest  pen- 
sion attorney,  often  tries  and  sometimes  succeeds  in  foisting  upon  the 
Pension  Bureau  fraudulent  claims  for  pretended  widows  and  other  de- 
pendents, it  does  not  follow  and  it  is  not  true  that  the  pension  rolls  are 
padded  with  frauds.  , 

**It  is  one  of  the  principal  claims,  kept  in  stock  by  the  enemies  and 
slanderers  of  the  old  soldiers,  that  there  are  more  pensioners  on  the  rolls 
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than  there  were  soldiers  in  the  army.  In  this  connection  permit  us  to 
quote  from  the  report  of  an  expert  and  most  reliable  gentleman,  who 
gives  the  committee  the  result  of  his  research  : 

**  It  has  been  definitely  ascertained  from  an  examination  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  War  Department  that  there  were  2,213,365  individuals  in  the 
military  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,  of  which  number  1,727,353  ^ere  alive  when  the  war  closed 
(all  deserters  excluded).  In  1890,  according  to  the  estimates  made  by 
the  War  Department,  based  upon  careful  investigation,  there  were 
1,285,471  survivors  of  the  war  living,  while  the  Census  reports  showed 
only  1,034,073.  The  Census  reports  are  believed  not  to  be  correct  for 
the  reason  that  a  great  many  ex-soldiers  were  not  in  the  country  during 
the  time  the  Census  was  taken,  while  many  others  failed  to  be  enumer- 
ated as  such.  When  the  investigation  was  made  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment they  had  the  Census  figures  as  a  guide,  and  reached  the  conclusion 
that  the  figures  were  too  low.  By  the  same  method  the  War  Depart- 
ment estimates  the  number  of  survivors  on  June  30,  1897,  at  1,095,628. 

'*  Now  let  us  examine  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  and  we  find  that  there  were  then 
on  the  rolls  the  names  of  733,527  soldiers  who  are  drawing  pensions. 
This  includes  all  the  pensioners  of  the  regular  army  and  navy  who  con- 
tracted their  disabilities  before  the  war  and  since  1865.  And  while  it  is 
impossible  to  determine  the  number  of  such  persons,  it  is  perhaps  not  far 
from  33,000,  which  number  deducted  from  the  whole  number  leaves  about 
700,000  whose  service  was  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

*'This  leaves  about  395,000  survivors  who  have  not  yet  been  pen- 
sioned and  eflfectually  dispxjses  of  the  charge  that  there  are  more  pen- 
sioners than  survivors  of  the  war. 

"Again,  take  the  Commissioner's  report  which  shows  that  on  June 
30,  1897,  there  were  187,500  original  invalid  claims  pending  not  yet  ad- 
judicated. This  would  leave  more  than  200,000  survivors  who  are  not 
pensioned  and  who  had  no  claims  pending  on  June  30,  1897. 

**I  give  you  those  figures  to  show  that  there  is  very  little,  if  any, 
foundation  in  the  charge  that  the  pension  rolls  are  *  padded,*  and  as  you 
know  the  facilities  which  the  Pension  Office  possesses  for  preventing 
fraud  and  the  careful  scrutiny  which  it  gives  to  all  claims  makes  it  next 
to  impossible  for  one  to  practice  false  personation  in  getting  on  the  rolls. 

•*  We  are  informed  that  possibly  60,000  men  from  the  regular  army 
have  been  pensioned  since  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  closed.  There  were 
on  June  30,  1897,  16  pensioners  of  the  Revolutionary  War  (9  daughters 
and  7  widows).  There  were  2,817  pensioners  of  the  War  of  1812  on  the 
roll.  There  were,  from  the  Indian  Wars  1832  to  1842,  6,661  pensioners. 
There  were  from  the  Mexican  War  18,999  pensioners.  Then  there  are 
the  pensioners  drawing  pensions  under  special  Acts  of  Congress.    Yet 
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all  these  above  enumerated  pensioners  are  not  considered  as  swellin|^ 
the  number  and  amount  when  unjust,  unkind  or  thoughtless  critics  at- 
tack the  old  soldier  pensioner  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  lay  at 
his  door  the  charges  which  their  ignorance  or  malice  or  both  are  all  too 
ready  to  make. 

"  These  unjust  critics  never  have  a  word  to  say  in  commendation  of 
the  great  army  of  soldiers  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  larger  than  the 
great  army  recently  assembled  to  fight  Spain,  who  fought  on  every  bat- 
tlefield of  the  Republic  from  Bull  Run  to  Appomattox,  and  have  never 
asked  nor  ever  will,  if  they  can  help  it,  one  cent  from  their  country  for 
the  services  they  freely  gave  her. 

**  Our  Government  has  paid  to  pension  attorneys  fees  out  of  the  first 
payment  of  the  soldier's  pensions  during  the  nine  years  ending  June  30, 
1897,  ^13,600,000,  and  we  ask  if  some  method  cannot  be  adopted  by  the 
Government  whereby  this  or  a  large  part  of  this  outlay  in  the  future  can 
be  saved  to  the  old  soldier  by  having  this  work  done  for  him  without 
charge  by  or  through  its  agents. 

**To  the  great  number  of  our  comrades  from  all  parts  of  our  country 
who  have  written  to  us  requesting  us  to  do  something  for  them  or  the 
plans  and  schemes  they  have  honestly  believed  we  should  advocate  and 
press  before  Congress  and  elsewhere,  we  express  our  regret  that  time 
and  strength  in  most  cases  have  rendered  it  quite  impossible  for  us  to 
even  answer  their  letters,  but  we  believe  we  have  done  what  we  have  in 
the  interest  of  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number.  And  in  this 
connection  let  us  say  that  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  has  always 
shown  your  committee  the  greatest  courtesy,  listened  to  any  and  all  sug- 
gestions, and  always  expressed  the  desire  and  determination  to  do  all  in 
his  power  for  the  deserving  soldier,  but  relentlessly  to  pursue  all  frauds 
and  eliminate  from  the  roll  all  fraudulent  pensions  he  could  discover,  and 
in  this  he  should  and  will  have  the  active  sympathy  and  assistance  of 
every  true  soldier  of  the  Republic.  During  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1898,  the  Pension  Bureau  has  allowed  56,737  pensions  which  includes 
originals  and  restorations.  The  number  of  original  claims  allowed  by 
the  Pension  Bureau  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  largely  in  excess  ot 
the  entire  number  of  claims  allowed  either  during  the  whole  four  years 
of  the  second  administration  of  General  Grant  or  of  that  of  the  entire 
administration  of  President  Hayes. 

**  While  serious  hardships  are  inevitable  in  many  cases,  while  de- 
serving men  cannot  prove  their  claims  or  bring  their  cases  within  the 
laws,  and  some  worthy  and  needy  men  fail  to  get  pensions  while  others, 
seemingly  less  deserving,  do  receive  the  nation's  bounty,  still  we  must 
remember  that  no  human  law  was  ever  framed  under  which  perfect  jus- 
tice can  be  done;  that  fraud,  error  and  misfortune  will  cveep  in  to  injure 
and  deprive  of  rights,  but  notwithstanding  some  faults  and  shortcoming 
in  the  pension  laws  and  their  execution,  we  bear  willing  testimony  to  the 
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fact  of  the  justice  and  generosity  of  our  country  over  all  other  nations  to 
its  soldiers,  and  when  we  are  disposed  to  doubt  this  let  us  remember  the 
stream  of  gold  steadily  flowing  in  small  sums  from  the  nation's  treasury 
into  the  hands  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  needy  soldiers  or  their 
dependents,  and  then  thank  God  we  are  Americans. 

We  say  to  the  unfriendly  newspapers  and  critics :  When  you  are 
tempted  to  criticise  and  growl  over  the  pensions  granted  to  men  who  are 
carrying  through  life  the  heavy  burdens  of  wounds  and  disease  conse- 
quent to  the  battle-fields,  the  exposure  and  hardships  of  camp,  march 
and  bivouac,  just  pause  a  moment  and  remember  that  time  is  fast  re- 
moving these  pensioners  at  the  rate  of  between  30,000  and  40,000  each 
year,  and  as  the  years  go  on  the  death  roll  rapidly  increases. 

Look  at  this  table  for  the  last  six  years  : 

Pensioners  f  died  and  dropped  from  other  causes, 

1893 33,^ 

1894 37,95t 

1895 4«,4ii 

1896 44,093 

1897  41,122 

1898 46,651 

So  that  by  1920  there  will  be  left  but  251,727  survivors,  and  in  1945 
there  will  not  be  a  single  survivor  of  the  soldiers  of  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion. The  Pension  Bureau  burden  is  being  rapidly  solved  by  the 
common  enemy — Death. 

And  now,  comrades,  pardon  us  if  we  make  one  request  in  the  face 
of  the  all  too  frequent  assertion  we  have  met  while  acting  in  your  serv- 
ice, viz:  That  all  the  business  done,  all  the  eloquence  expended  at  the 
annual  meetings  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  centers  around  the 
constant  and  familiar  cry,  **  Give  us  more  pensions!  ** 

We  know  this  to  be  false  and  most  unjust,  but  in  the  name  of  our 
holy  cause,  of  the  lives  so  freely  offered  and  given  that  our  country  might 
live  a  nation  honored  by  all  the  world,  let  us  in  our  Encampments  insist 
upon  justice  to  the  nation's  pensioners,  but  also  keep  constantly  and 
prominently  before  us  the  other  high  and  noble  objects  and  aims  of  our 
patriotic  order  into  the  fellowship  of  which  no  man  can  enter  who  has  not 
offered  his  life  to  his  country. 

W.  W.  BLACKMAR,  of  Massachusetts. 
R.  B.  BROWN,  of  Ohio. 
HALBERT  B.  CASE. 

Committee  on  Pensions. 

Comrade  Tanner,  oI  New  York:  Commander-in-Chief  and 
comrades,  in  the  main  that  report  is  an  admirable  one.  With  most 
of  its  conclusions,  I  can  heartily  agree.     There  are  some  things,  it 
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seems  to  me,  to  which  attention  should  be  called.  One  thing  that 
has  struck  me  is  in  regard  to  the  statements  in  the  Washington 
Press  as  to  the  Pension  Office. 

As  to  the  mail  matter  received  by  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, I  wonder  if  there  should  be  subtracted  from  that  six  million 
of  letters  those  forwarded  to  him  pouring  out  indignation  and  de- 
manding redress,  whether  a  large  reduction  would  be  made.  I 
make  a  passing  allusion  to  that. 

It  is  well  to  understand  that  at  the  time  specified  under  Grant 
the  sum  total  of  all  claims  in  the  office  was  300,000.  It  then  took 
in  regular  order  two  years  to  get  a  return  of  a  soldier's  record  from 
the  Adjutant  Generars  Office  owing  to  the  small  force.  Then  there 
were  three  hundred  clerks  only  in  the  Pension  Office,  and  to-day 
there  are  over  sixteen  hundred. 

I  wish  I  could  go  to  the  full  extent  of  the  committee's  conclu- 
sions and  join  in  their  commendation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions and  say  that  he  has  displayed  the  spirit  that  he  should  towards 
the  true  claimant,  but  hard,  stubborn  facts  force  me  to  a  different 
conclusion.  I  hold  myself  periectly  responsible  for  what  I  contend 
here  or  elsewhere,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  to  my  comrades  from 
all  quarters  of  the  United  States  that  the  present  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  said  one  morning  in  a  meeting  of  his  chiefs  of  division, 
working  himself  into  a  passion,  **  I  tell  you  when  you  Bnd  a  claim 
for  pension  based  upon  alleged  deafness  or  rheumatism  it  is  a  fraud 
and  I  won't  have  it,  and  if  I  find  men  here  who  will  not  do  as  I 
wish  who  are  chiefs  of  division,  I  will  get  other  men." 

A  comrade  rose  to  a  point  of  order  that  the  question  is  upon 
the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  this 
is  neither  time  nor  place  to  indulge  in  personal  attacks  or  personal 
abuse  of  anybody  or  any  person  or  any  official,  and  much  less  an 
ex-soldier  of  the  Union  army. 

Comrade  Tanner  :  I  venture  to  suggest  that  when  I  indulge 
in  a  personal  attack  the  Commander-in-Chief  will  stop  me. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  chair  would  hold  that  the 
object  of  the  discussion,  and  the  subject  matter  now  is  the  Pension 
Office  and  the  manner  in  which  the  pensioner  has  been  treated  by 
those  to  whom  has  been  committed  the  care  of  the  Pension  Office, 
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and  while  the  chair  deprecates  and  will  endeavor  to  restrain  any 
personal  allusions,  all  matters  affecting  the  operations  of  the  Pen- 
sion Office,  in  the  judgment  of  the  chair,  are  perfectly  in  order. 

Comrade  Tanner  ;  Let  me  say  that  there  has  never  a  harsh 
personal  word  passed  between  the  present  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions and  myself.  I  have  had  occasion  to  criticize  his  official  ac- 
tions severely.  If  I  should  claim  that  he  was  not  in  all  his  inter- 
course a  man  and  a  gentleman,  and  he  was  a  man  of  anything  but 
good  character,  I  would  belie  myself.  So  don't  be  worrying  about 
that.  I  submit,  when  a  man  takes  that  position,  he  illustrates  in 
his  utterances  what  I  told  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
when  he  made  that  statement  about  deafness  he  never  had  gotten 
near  the  heavy  guns  and  hot  fire,  and  when  he  made  the  statement 
about  rheumatism,  he  was  simply  confessing  that  he  had  never  car- 
ried a  gun  and  never  bivouacked.  I  honor  every  worthy  soldier 
who  stood  up  against  the  guns  of  the  enemy,  but,  sir,  I  have  a 
different  feeling,  I  confess,  towards  the  soldier  whose  service  was 
three  months  and  sixteen  days  as  Commissary,  who  never  saw  a 
battle-field  or  heard  a  gun  fired. 

I  want  something  to  go  from  this  Encampment  that  shall  be 
specific  and  practical,  and  I  will  submit  one  proposition  and  ask 
you  to  endorse  it  I  felt  that  an  infamous  rule  was  maintained 
under  the  last  administration,  and  in  sixteen  states  in  the  last  cam- 
paign I  denounced  it  as  did  my  comrade  Stewart,  our  most  efficient 
Adjutant-General.  I  refer  to  the  rule  held  and  maintained  then, 
that  if  a  soldier's  widow  was  in  receipt  of  an  income  amounting  to 
as  much  as  the  pension  would  be  under  the  dependent  law,  viz  : 
Eight  dollars  per  month  or  in  round  numbers  one  hundred  dollars 
per  year,  she  should  be  barred  from  a  pension.  The  Commissioner 
is  still  holding  that  if  that  woman  is  in  receipt  of  eight  dollars  a 
month  income  she  shall  not  have  a  pension.  I  tell  you,  sir,  that 
the  men  who  went  out  to  war  did  not  leave  behind  them  wives,  or 
if  they  were  married  after  the  war  they  did  not  take  to  their  homes 
wives  who  had  been  compelled  to  get  along  on  simply  eight  dollars 
a  month.  They  were  built  on  a  broader  and  more  generous  basis 
than  that.  I  want  this  Encampment  before  it  closes  its  session  to 
pass  a  resolution  asking  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  do 
away  with  such  a  rule  and  let    the  measure  of  justice  come  in.     I 
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think,  Cummander-in-Chief,  that  we  have  struck  a  little  better 
times  in  the  public  sentiment  on  the  pension  question.  God  knows 
that  the  wrecks  that  have  come  back  from  Cuba,  and  will  $oon  be 
coming  from  Puerto  Rico,  will  be  the  mightiest  object  lesson  that 
this  people  can  have.  They  learn  that  the  trenches  were  more 
murderous  than  the  heights  of  El  Caney  or  San  Juan.  They  have 
something  that  will  be  with  them  through  all  the  years. 

Another  point  that  I  want  this  Encampment  to  deal  with. 
To-day  there  are  many  claims  of  the  orphan  children  of  soldiers 
who  should  have  had  a  pension  at  $2  a  month  until  they  were  six- 
teen years  of  age.  If  they  had  guardians  they  were  unknowing  of 
the  law,  perhaps,  or  it  was  too  much  expense  to  go  to  the  probate 
court  and  get  a  guardian  appointed,  but  now  as  many  of  them  have 
come  to  years  of  maturity  they  have  found  out  that  this  is  a  just 
claim  and  is  not  barred  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  they  have  arrived 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  All  they  have  to  do  is  to  prove  that 
they  were  the  children  of  soldiers,  and  that  their  father  died  before 
they  were  sixteen.  Our  generous  hearted  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions mafecs  an  arbitrary  rule  in  the  office.  He  tells  the  clerks  un- 
der his  command  not  to  touch  one  of  those  cases,  let  them  lie  in 
the  pigeon-holes  and  let  the  dust  accumulate  upon  them. 

He  made  a  rule  the  other  day  that  claimants  for  pensions  or 
pensioners  claiming  an  increase  who  lived  abroad  should  not  be 
granted  a  medical  examination  as  has  heretofore  been  the  case  upon 
the  selection  of  a  medical  man  to  be  made  by  the  Consul  of  the 
United  States  in  that  locality — an  arbitrary  rule  without  the 
slightest  warrant  of  law.  But  as  soon  as  that  splendid  young  fellow 
from  Missouri,  Webster  Davis,  Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  could 
get  hold  of  paper  he  turned  the  Commissioner  down  and  turned 
him  down  hard.  Then  the  Commissioner  came  out  the  next  day 
in  the  Washington  press  trying  to  justify  himself  and  announced 
that  he  was  opposed  to  these  men  living  abroad  getting  American 
^?\oney,  and  he  said  that  for  all  we  know  perhaps  many  of  them 
never  served  more  than  three  months  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion 
and  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  rule  that  where  they  lived  abroad  and 
drew  a  pension  the  pension  should  stop  unless  they  reported  to  the 
United  States  Consul  in  that  locality  every  thirty  days — a  ticket  of 
leave  man.     But,  sir,  the  men  who  think  that  the  way  to  public 
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favor  and  to  make  a  reputation  is  to  cut  down  the  pittance  of  the 
soldiers  that  are  living,  in  my  humble  opinion  make  a  mistake. 

I  want  to  tell  you  another  thing.  If  there  is  anybody  in  your 
locality  who  has  a  claim  that  has  lain  for  months  and  months  until 
the  years  have  run  away  so  that  if  allowed  it  will  carry  thousands 
of  dollars  of  back  pension  that  ought  to  be  drawn  every  three 
months,  when  it  reaches  the  point  where  it  cannot  be  put  off  any 
longer  seemingly,  then  it  is  sent  to  a  special  examiner,  one,  two  or 
three  thousand  miles  away  to  get  further  evidence.  The  records 
are  full  of  the  cases  now  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has 
got  to  take  some  positive  action. 

Now,  comrades,  I  hope  before  this  Encampment  adjourns  it 
will  speak  out  tersely  and  in  a  dignified  manner  upon  this  subject, 
and  that  as  a  result  matters  will  be  straightened  out  in  the  Pension 
Office. 

Comrade  Coney,  of  Kansas :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  did  not 
hear  the  full  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  but  there  are  a 
few  thoughts  that  should  be  given  to  this  Encampment  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Pension  Bureau  under  the  present  and  preced- 
ing administrations. 

The  CJommander-in-Chief  :  If  the  comrade  will  indulge  the 
Chair  I  will  suggest,  as  this  report  treats  only  of  the  statistics  of 
the  Pension  Office  and  the  treatment  which  the  committee  received 
from  the  Commissioner,  if  the  proposed  action  suggested  by  Com- 
rade Tanner  is  introduced  it  will  be  more  perfectly  in  order  then 
than  now. 

Comrade  Coney:  What  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  is  what 
that  report  omits  to  state.  That  report  fails  to  state  the  number  of 
rejections  that  have  been  made  by  this  administration  adhering  to 
the  rule  of  the  preceding  administration.  Why  should  not  that 
report  state  that  the  rejections  of  the  Pension  Bureau  exceed  that 
of  any  preceding  administration  ?  Why  doesn't  it  state  that  the 
minimum  of  allowances  is  being  made  by  the  present  Commis- 
sioner? Why  not  make  the  comparison  that  only  53,000  pension 
allowances  were  made  in  the  last  year,  47,000  dropped  from  the 
rolls  by  death  or  re-marriage  and  showing  only  a  seventh  increase 
of  pensions  in  668,000  pending  claims,  waiting  for  our  comrades, 
the  pensioners,  to  die  before  another  is  added  to  the  roll? 
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Let  us  have  the  courage  to  say  that  the  laws  enacted  by  this 
Nation  in  behalf  of  our  comrades  and  their  widows  and  orphans 
shall  be  enforced.  We  ask  no  more  and  we  will  accept  no  less. 
The  report  should  have  gone  into  these  matters.  The  comrades 
expect  it,  and  if  you  want  to  bring  60,000  ex-Union  soldiers  in 
Kansas  into  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  take  such  action  as 
will  insure  to  them  that  they  will  receive  the  protection  that  our 
obligation  as  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
guarantees. 

Comrade  Sales,  of  New  York  :  Commander-in-Chief.  I  under- 
stand that  there  are  a  number  of  resolutions  which  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  in  regard  to  pensions. 
I,  therefore,  move  that  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  be  postponed  until  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions  is  introduced  and  that  the  pension  resolutions  of 
that  committee  and  this  report  be  taken  up  and  considered  together. 

The  motion  of  Comrade  Sales  prevailed. 

Miss  Scott  was  then  introduced  and  presented  to  the  Com- 
mander in-Chief  an  engraving  of  the  Shaw  Monument  in  Boston  on 
behalf  of  Corps  No.  54,  Macon,  Missouri.  The  presentation  was 
responded  to  in  fitting  terms  by  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Armstrong,  of  Indiana,  presented  to  the  Encamp- 
ment a  Committee  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans  consisting  of  Messrs- 
Hon.  John  M.  Thurston,  W.  G.  Dustin,  William  E.  Bundy,  Wm. 
H.  Armstrong,  Cal  Rathburn  and  George  Jones. 

Mr.  Thurston  was  introduced  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
addressed  the  Encampment  as  follows  : 

Fellow  Citizens^  Members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic:  We 
are  here  a  committee  from  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  to  give  you  greeting,  renew  our  pledges  of  loyalty  and  to  ex- 
press anew  the  honor  and  the  pride  we  feel  at  being  the  sons  of  so  brave 
and  noble  sires.  We  have  no  set  words  of  speech  in  which  to  express 
our  greeting,  nor  do  we  feel  at  liberty  to  long  take  from  this  splendid 
assembly  the  moments  that  you  can  devote  to  better  purposes.  We  are 
proud  of  the  order  to  which  we  belong,  not  a  pride  personal  and  selfish, 
but  ours  is  a  pride  that  is  in  and  of  you.  We  are  organized,  not  for  the 
preservation  of  our  own  grand  history,  but  for  yours,  We  are  organized 
to  keep  alive  in  future  years,  not  the  story  of  our  deeds,  but  the  story  of 
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your  deeds.  We  are  organized  to  see  to  it,  not  that  the  institutions  we 
preserve  are  maintained,  but  that  the  institutions  that  you  preserved, 
upheld  and  defended  are  maintained  forever  free  under  the  American 
flag.  We  wear  the  symbol  of  our  order  proudly  as  men  who  appreciate 
all  it  means,  all  the  sacrifices  and  achievments  it  represents.  We  wear 
it  with  greater  pride  than  has  ever  been  worn  the  jeweled  bauble  of 
titled  rank  bestowed  by  emperors  and  kings. 

Conu^des  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  you  are  met  here  in 
a  wonderful  time.  Never  since  you  laid  down  your  arms  in  1865  has 
there  been  a  time  like  this  in  the  United  States.  How  the  old  flag  has 
grown  in  strength  and  power  and  glory  in  these  last  few  months.  How 
much  it  means  now  that  it  never  meant  before.  That  dear  old  flag  of 
ours  has  been  a  flag  of  growth.  Like  our  country  it  has  expanded  more, 
it  has  brought  beneath  it  more,  and  stands  for  more,  than  was  in  the 
wildest  contemplation  of  those  who  first  put  it  in  the  air.  Our  Revolu- 
tionary ancestors  lifted  it  up  as  the  flag  of  independence  ;  you  carried  it 
to  victory  as  the  flag  ot  liberty,  and  your  comrades  and  your  sons  in  the 
last  one  hundred  days  have  added  to  it  the  symbol  of  a  flag  for  the 
people  of  other  lands,  and  to-day,  on  land  and  sea  in  both  hemispheres 
serenely  uplifted  towards  the  empyrean  blue,  kissed  by  the  sun  of  day 
and  wooed  by  the  stars  of  night,  feared  by  tyrants,  beloved  by  mankind, 
it  peacefully  floats,  the  grandest  flag  of  the  Nations  of  the  earth. 

We  are  glad  that  in  this  National  Encampment  we  hear  from  you, 
as  the  public  hears  from  you,  no  carping  criticisms  of  the  misfortunes 
and  short-comings  incident  to  a  most  wonderful  and  successful  war.  We 
are  proud  that  you  give  the  benefit  of  your  approval  and  your  commen- 
dation to  the  magnificent  results  that  this  Nation  has  so  lately  achieved. 
There  is  no  parallel  in  all  history  to  the  wonderful  victories  of  American 
arms  on  land  and  sea  that  accomplished  the  conquest  of  a  great  naval 
and  military  power  in  the  short  space  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  days 
after  war  was  formally  declared.  No  other  Nation  ever  put  150,000  raw 
recruits  in  the  field  and  accomplished  so  much,  won  such  grand  and 
glorious  victories  in  such  an  almost  impossible  time.  That  this  army 
has  been  put  in  the  field  in  haste,  at  great  disadvantage,  subject  to  the 
necessary  incidents  and  short* comings  of  all  those  who  arc  thus  untried, 
goes  without  saying,  but  history  will  record  these  carpers  and  villifiers 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding  that  under  the  great  war  President  Mc- 
Kinley,  this  Nation  accomplished  what  no  other  Nation  has  ever  done. 
We  are  not  here  to  abuse  your  patience  or  occupy  your  time.  Each 
year  as  you  meet,  each  year  that  plisses  by,  your  organization  grows  less 
and  less.  Ours  we  hope  will  grow  stronger  and  stronger.  You  have 
done  much  for  us.  You  have  given  us  a  country  to  live  in.  You  have 
given  us  a  government  to  love.  You  have  done  so  much  for  us  that  we 
hope  it  may  be  possible  even  in  the  remaining  years  of  your  life  to  show 
our  gratitude  in  some  substantial  way,  and  do  not  forget,  that  as  long  as 
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we  live,  as  long  as  we  retain  the  pride  of  our  chivalrous  ancestry,  as 
long  as  we  have  voices  and  votes,  n6  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  will  ever  sufler  wrong  from  any  department  of  the  United 
States  or  from  the  legislation  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  you  have  done  your 
work.  You  are  rapidly  passing  along  and  we  are  filling  the  scene  of 
action.  Oh,  be  content,  be  gloriously  content.  The  cause  for  which 
you  fought  can  never  be  assailed  again.  Be  gloriously  content,  the  race 
whose  freedom  you  achieved  will  bless  you  to  the  end  of  time.  Be 
gloriously  content,  the  Union  you  preserved  remains  forever,  and  liberty, 
equal  rights  and  justice,  is  your  heritage  to  your  decendants  even  unto 
the  judgment  day . 

Just  one  word  more.  There  has  never  been  a  time  in  this  country 
when  the  American  flag  was  loved  as  it  is  loved  to<lay.  There  has 
never  been  a  time  before  when  there  was  not  more  or  less  of  the  rank- 
ling of  the  old  bitterness  left  alive  in  some  sections  of  our  country. 
But  to-day  in  the  new  crucible  of  war,  the  dross  has  been  entirely  driven 
out  from  the  pure  gold  of  the  American  heart,  and  in  all  the  Republic, 
from  lake  to  gulf  and  from  sea  to  sea,  there  is  not  an  American  citizen 
who  does  not  thank  Almighty  God  that  under  his  providence  you  saved 
this  Union  for  mankind. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Senator  Thurston,  we  receive 
your  visit  with  great  pleasure  and  with  great  satisfaction,  and  I  will 
ask  Inspector-General  Williams  to  respond  to  your  greeting. 

Comrade  Williams  responded  as  follows : 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Senator  Thurston:  Although  suddenly 
bidden  by  my  chief  to  reply  to  the  eloquent  words  which  have  so  thrilled 
the  heart  of  every  comrade  here,  I  wili  attempt  to  express  to  you  what 
added  inspiration  your  presence  and  the  presence  of  your  colleagues 
gives  us  on  this  occasion.  We  have  said  during  the  past  years  that  the 
work  accomplished  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  since  1865,  the 
work  of  making  the  laws,  the  execution  of  the  laws,  the  making  of  new 
institutions  and  the  building  up  of  new  states  has  been  as  great  as  the 
work  that  great  army  accomplished  between  the  years  1861  and  1865. 
And  one  important  item  in  that  work  has  been  the  inculcation  of  that 
grand  patriotism  which  we  witness  to-day  on  the  field  and  in  the  halls  of 
our  legislatures,  from  our  sons.  Every  comrade  here,  I  am  sure,  has  said 
as  I  have,  many,  many  times,  said  to  my  boy  now  still  in  the  field,  a  boy 
over  whom  I  have  watched  and  whom  I  have  nurtured  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  "  My  boy,  if  ever  your  country  needs  your  aid,  no  needs 
your  life,  I  want  you  to  remember  as  a  parting  word  of  your  father,  that 
you  owe  it  10  that  country,  and  I  hope  you  will  "give  it  freely."  And 
when  the  war  came  he  was  the  first  man  in  our  state  to  pat  his  name 
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upon  the  roll.  He  left  his  senior  cl^ss  in  the  university,  for  I  told  him 
he  would  get  a  better  education  in  the  army  if  he  did  his  duty  every  day 
whether  on  the  battlefield  or  in  the  camp,  that  he  would  get  a  better 
training  in  manhood  and  in  character  that  would  prepare  him  to  be  a 
nobler  citizen  in  this  great  country  than  he  would  find  in  the  senior  class 
of  any  university  in  the  land.  And  you  come  here  to-day  from  the  halls 
of  Washington  to  show  us  that  our  hearts  are  true.  We  have  done  a 
great  -work  since  1865.  Now  we  are  glad  to  welcome  you,  Senator 
Thurston,  as  a  son  of  one  of  our  comrades.  Yesterday  as  you  and  the  | 
others  marched  by  with  those  old  flags  and  they  were  drooped  before 
the  grand  stand  the  tears  ran  down  on  my  cheeks  and  I  said  to  myself, 
I  thought  I  loved  that  old  flag,  I  marched  under  it  four  long  years,  I 
thought  I  loved  it,  but  now  it  has  an  added  worth  to  me,  my  son,  too, 
has  offered  his  services  to  his  country ;  and  this  war  as  you  have  so  well 
said,  has  put  into  that  a  new  virtue,  and  from  this  time  on  we  shall 
cherish  it  more  than  ever  before. 

Now  this  great  work  that  has  been  done  by  the  boys  that  are  here 
representing  the  men  all  over  this  country,  the  great  work  that  has  been 
done  by  our  comrades  who  have  gone  to  their  great  reward,  we  commit 
to  your  hands.  It  seems  as  though  in  these  latter  days  the  heavens  have 
really  opened  before  us  grand  and  magnificent  vistas  as  a  nation ,  and  as 
we  enter  upon  the  threshold  of  the  coming  century  I  am  sure  that  there 
are  desthties  awaiting  this  nation  that  we  never  yet  have  dreamed  of, 
and  these  destinies  as  we  leave  the  stage  we  commit  to  your  care,  our 
sons  and  the  sons  of  our  comrades.    We  are  glad  to  meet  you. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  Chair  is  informed  that  a 
Committee  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  waiting.  He  will  ask 
Comrades  Burrows,  of  New  Jersey,  Merrick,  of  Maine,  and  Stet- 
son, of  Massachusetts,  to  perform  the  duty  of  escorting  these 
ladies  to  the  platform. 

The  committee  retired  and  brought  to  the  platform  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  D.  Kinne,  of  San  Francisco,  Emma  Stark  Thompson, 
of  Detroit,  and  Agnes  Pitt,  of  Indianapolis,  all  Past  National 
Presidents  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  a  committee  from  that 
body,  to  present  its  greetings  to  the  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  presented  Mrs.  Kinne,  who  ad- 
dressed the  Encampment  as  follows : 

Commander  and  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  : 
Do  not  look  alarmed  at  these  papers,  I  am  not  going  to  detain  you  a 
great  while.  We  come  to  you  with  two  important  matters.  The  first 
one  is  a  matter  ol  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub* 
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lie,  a  report  of  our  work  as  an  auxiliary.  Figures  are  cold  facts,  but  the 
figures  that  I  present  to  you  represent  warmth,  home,  comfort,  food  and 
luxuries  to  the  sick  and  suffering  who  fought  to  defend  the  flag  that  you 
all  helped  save  to  this  country. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  8,  1898. 

John  P.  S.  Gobin, 

Commander-in-Chief  G.  A.  R, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  extend  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
Thirty-second  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic, the  greetings  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  now  in  session  assembled, 
and  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  our  membership,  finanoal 
standing,  and  amount  of  relief  extended  during  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1898: 

Number  of  members ...  i44|255 

Expended  in  relief I51.606  61 

Turned  over  to  Posts 30,396  13 

Relief  other  than  money 5^043  10 

For  the  National  Woman's  Relief  Corps  Home 9,712  78 

Army  nurses  outside  of  the  Home * i95  00 

National  Headquarters  Relief 25  00 

For  Memorial  Day *i,393  19 

For  Memorial  Day  in  the  South 788  60 

Total  amount  of  relief  extended  *   '   * $155,160  41 

Number  of  persons  assisted  by  the  various  Corps  .  47,867 

Balance  in  Relief  Funds  of  Corps $56,468  29 

Balance  in  General  Funds  of  Corps 102,076  49 

The  National  Treasurer's  Report  shows  a  cash  balance  in 

General  Fund 14,292  11 

Supplies  to  the  amount  of 4>479  9' 

Total  assets $18,997  01 

Liabilities,  none. 

Total  amount  of  Relief  since  organization  to  June  30,  '97  11,536,990  35 
Total  amount  of  Relief  since  organization  to  June  30,  '98     1,692,150  76 

During  the  past  year  an  unforeseen  emergency  has  arisen  whereby 
it  became  necessary  for  our  Nation  to  declare  war  with  an  alien  people 
for  the  sake  of  humanity,  and  as  the  funds  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
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could  be  used  for  no  other  purpose  than  the  relief  of  the  Union  Veteran 
and  his  dependent  ones,  I  called  upon  the  various  Corps  for  an  Emer- 
gency Fund,  with  the  following  result : 

Amount  of  cash  received |i6)993  57 

Amount  of  cash  expended iif379  28 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand |5)6i4  39 

Supplies  sent  to  Camps  and  Hospitals ^>352  97 

Respectfullv  submitted,  in  F.,  C.  and  L., 

SARAH  J.  MARTIN, 
National  President  Woman*  s  Relief  Corps. 

Now,  Commander,  I  would  like  the  privilege  of  reading  a  resolution 
bearing  upon  our  work  as  the  auxiliary  and  upon  which  we  cannot  act 
until  we  receive  the  consent  of  this  Encampment.  We  spend  a  good 
deal  of  our  time  and  money  for  the  boys,  and  we  ask  very  little  in  re- 
turn, but  we  would  like  if  you  would  suspend  your  business  just  for  a  few 
moments  and  take  action  upon  this  resolution  that  I  will  now,  with  your 
consent,  read. 

(The  resolution  referred  to  requested  permission  to  so  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  as  to  authorize  that  body  to 
render  aid  to  the  American  soldiers  of  the  Spanish  War,  and  will  appear 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. ) 

I  know  that  if  this  is  adopted  perhaps  men  who  fought  against  the 
flag  will  receive  help  from  our  hands,  but  the  one  great  result  of  this  last 
terrible  war  is  the  breaking  down  of  every  barrier,  and  the  fact  that  the 
old  Confederates  rallied  to  the  support  and  defense  of  the  flag,  proves 
the  loyalty  of  our  Southern  brethren,  and  that  we  have  no  longer  a 
North  and  a  South  but  one  united  country.  We  have  had  in  San  Fran- 
cisco 20,000  of  the  boys  in  blue  who  came  to  us  and  12,000  of  them  went 
from  us  into  the  swamps  of  Santiago  and  Manila,  and  among  them  were 
many  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  many  of  the  sons  of  the  Woman's  Relief 
Corps,  and  our  hearts  went  out  to  them  and  our  hands  went  out  but 
not  empty.  In  San  Francisco  we  have  expended  nearly  fifty  thousand 
dollars  in  helping  to  take  care  of  those  boys.  Now,  we  feel  that  the 
great  work  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  can  be  extended  with  your 
consent  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  assist  those  of  these  men  who  need  it. 

Commander;  the  trip  across  the  continent  is  more  than  repaid 
by  the  pleasure  of  looking  into  the  faces  of  so  many  of  our  old  warriors, 
especially  as  I  have  so  recently  seen  so  many  of  our  young  warriors, 
and  I  leave  this  matter  in  your  hands,  trusting  that  you  have  confidence 
in  us  that  we  will  do  as  we  have  said  and  always  be  faithful  and  loyal 
first  to  you. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  Committee  on  Reception 
will  constitute  a  committee  to  present  to  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
the  greetings  of  this  Encampment,  and  the  committee  appointed 
this  morning  to  receive  the  Ladies  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public, Will  also  constitute  a  committee  to  convey  to  that  organiza- 
tion our  greetings. 

By  resolution  adopted  this  morning,  three  o'clock  was  the 
hour  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  a  motion  offered  by  Comrade 
Wagner  of  Pennsylvania.  That  the  next  session  of  the  Encamp- 
ment be  held  in  Philadelphia,  to  which  an  amendment  was  offered 
substituting  Denver,  Colorado,  and  that  matter  is  now  before  you. 
Are  you  ready  for  the  question? 

Comrade  May,  of  Colorado :  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  I  learned  that  during  the  noon  hour  and  when 
many  of  us  were  absent,  an  invitation  had  been  extended  to  this 
body  for  the  next  Encampment  at  Philadelphia.  I  also  learned 
that  through  the  fairness  of  our  friends  from  Philadelphia  and  the 
spirit  of  Anglo-Saxon  fairness  which  dominates  this  American 
people,  no  action  was  taken  upon  the  matter  at  that  time,  and  it 
was  passed  over  for  this  moment,  for  which  we  feel  very  grateful  to 
the  grand  body  of  men  that  come  from  that  grand  old  Keystone 
State.  And  I  wish  to  say  that  we  love  the  old  city  that  you  have 
invited  us  to  go  to.  There  are  memories  that  cluster  around  that 
city  that  will  live  in  imperishable  monuments  in  the  minds  and 
hearts  of  this  American  people.  We  love  your  Liberty  Hall ;  we 
look  upon  you  as  the  initial  city  and  the  turning  period  of  our 
country's  history,  and  thus  looking  upon  you  I  will  ask  you  with 
your  tremendous  delegation,  to  wait  until  that  other  great  turn 
takes  place ;  the  coming  of  the  Twentieth  Century  and  we  will  be 
with  you  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  We  have 
honored  you  and  you  have  honored  us  by  this  superb  Commander 
sitting  at  my  left.  In  the  early  days,  the  infant  days  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  it  is  true  that  the  bulk  of  the  soldiers,  the 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  confined  to  the 
Eastern  and  Middle  States.  But,  Oh,  Comrades,  what  a  change 
has  taken  place  !  When  such  men  as  you  who  are  now  scattered 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  mighty  Republic  had 
finished  the  work  of  riveting  these  stars  upon  the  flag  of  our 
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country  they  then  turned  their  attention  to  the  pioneering  and  the 
developing  of  that  great,  magnificent,  wonderftil  West.  They  be- 
came, comrades,  the  makers  of  other  stars  on  this  flag.  These  men 
penetrated  the  recesses  of  the  rock-ribbed  eternal  hills  of  the  con- 
tinental divide.  They  compelled  those  hills  to  yield  up  their 
treasures  of  gold  and  silver  and  copper  and  iron  and  coal,  the 
sinews  of  this  nation.  They  irrigated  the  deserts  and  made  them 
bloom  with  cereals,  fruits  and  flowers,  until  to-day,  comrades  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  while  that  mighty  West  may  not 
be  the  heart,  it  is  one  of  the  main  arteries  that  supply  the  blood 
and  life  of  this  mighty  Republic.  Situated  amid  this  people  is  the 
gem  city  of  that  mighty  West,  Denver,  Colorado.  Comrades, 
within  the  radius  of  the  electric  lights  that  are  thrown  out  from  the 
tower  of  our  capitol  can  be  found  to-day  the  living  representatives 
of  most  every  regiment  that  lined  up  under  the  old  flag  at  the  call 
of  the  mighty  Lincoln,  In  behalf  of  these  men,  these  pioneers, 
these  developers,  these  men  that  do  not  have  the  money  that  many 
have,  back  in  our  magnificent  Western  States,  I  say  in  behalf  of 
these  men  that  have  helped  to  save  the  life  of  the  Nation  and  then 
to  build  it  up  as  it  is  to-day,  placing  it  in  the  position  of  reaping 
the  glories  which  were  pointed  out  upon  this  floor  by  that  most 
eloquent  citizen  of  Nebraska,  Senator  Thurston  to-day,  I  say  ip 
behalf  of  the  Governor  of  our  State,  in  behalf  of  the  Mayor  of 
our  City,  in  behalf  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  behalf  of 
200,000  chivalrous,  generous,  noble  hearted  Westerners,  I  extend 
to  you  an  invitation  to  come  to  Denver  in  1899.  We  have  every 
facility  to  give  you  as  grand  an  entertainment  as  any  City  in  this 
Nation  can  give  you,  and  there  is  no  City  in  this  land  that  would 
dare  to  compete  for  such  a  body  of  men  as  this  without  the  facili- 
ties and  the  opportunities  to  give  the  entertainment  that  is  meet 
and  in  keeping  with  such  a  grand  body  of  men  as  are  here.  It  is 
evidenced  by  this  grand  ovation  that  has  been  given  to  you,  by 
what  is  denominated  as  the  Queen  City  of  the  West,  the  chief  City 
of  Ohio,  my  own  native  City.  I  say  we  have  every  facility.  We 
have  hotel  accommodations  that  are  unexcelled  by  any  in  the 
Union,  We  have  the  railroad  facilities  to  bring  you  to  our  city, 
and  our  City  will  lift  up  its  gates  to  welcome  you  in.  Our  doors 
will  swing  inward  and  smile  to  bid  you  enter.  Your  stay  with  us 
will  remain  within  our  hearts  as  pleasant  memories  and  we  will  in- 
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vite  you  to  our  homes  and  to  our  firesides,  and  after  we  have  gotten 
through  our  entertainment  in  our  city,  we  will  whisk  you  off  to  our 
mountains  where  no  more  grand,  beautiful,  romantic,  picturesque 
scenery  was  ever  brought  into  existence  by  the  great  Master.  Com- 
rades, come  with  us.  Along  about  this  time  of  the  year  our  pure 
ozone  is  filled  with  the  fragrance  of  our  flowers,  and  with  it  Com- 
rades, we  will  mingle  that  sweeter  fragrance,  a  comrade's  greeting. 

Comrade  Cook  of  Colorado:  Commander-in-Chief  and  dnn- 
rades,  on  behalf  of  a  committee  of  one  hundred  citizens  of  Denver, 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman,  composed  of  bankers, 
railroad  presidents,  mining  and  smelting  men,  merchants  and 
Grand  Army  men,  I  wish  to  Say  to  this  Encampment  that  we  have 
the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  pledged  to  entertain  the  Thirty- 
third  National  Encampment  in  Denver  if  you  will  come  there  next 
year.  You  may  say,  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  all  this  money  ? 
I  will  tell  you.  We  propose  to  take  every  delegate  to  the  next 
Encampment,  if  you  will  come  to  Colorado,  including  your  wives, 
on  a  three  days'  trip  from  Denver  into  the  mountains  of  our  State. 
We  propose  to  pay  the  expenses  of  yourselves  and  your  wives  on 
this  trip,  and  why  shouldn't  we  do  it  ?  Two  weeks  ag6^^  the  bankers 
of  this  country,  including  about  one  thousand,  with  their  wives,  had 
their  National  Convention  in  Denver,  and  the  people  of  our  city 
took  them  all  into  the  mountains  on  a  three  days  trip  and  paid  all 
their  expenses  amounting  to  ^17,000  and  we  did  not  ask  to  borrow 
any  money  either  from  these  gentlemen. 

That  is  only  part  of  what  we  will  do.  As  to  railroad  rates,  we 
have  agreements  in  writing  from  the  railroads  east  of  Chicago 
and  St.  Louis  that  they  will  make  a  rate  of  one  cent  per  mile  from 
these  points  and  from  Chicago  to  Denver  a  rate  of  ^12.50,  from  St. 
Louis  ^11.  The  distance  from  Chicago  to  Denver  being  iioo'miles 
this  rate  is  practically  one  cent  per  mile.  And  I  wish  to  say  that 
our  most  worthy  Commander-in-Chief  had  the  honor  through  his 
Committee  on  Transportation  of  securing  that  rate  for  the  Knights 
Templar  in  1892  to  our  city. 

Now,  as  to  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  the  rates  will  be  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  in  Cincinnati,  and  we  have  as  good  hotels  in 
Denver  as  in  any  city  of  America.     All  we  ask  you  to  do  is  to  come 
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to  Colorado  next  year  and  we  will  give  you  the  grandest  time  that 
you  ever  had  in  your  lives. 

You  might  ask  how  we  are  going  to  take  you  all  up  into  the 
mountains,  say  we  should  have  1500  delegates  and  their  wives  or 
even  more.  I  will  tell  you.  We  have  secured  options  from  the 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Company  for  fifty  PulUnan  cars  with  the  privi- 
lege of  twenty  more.  We  propose  to  take  you  to  the  mountains, 
Colorado  Springs,  Manitou,  Cripple  Creek  and  Leadville,  and  we 
will  show  you  the  greatest  gold  mines  in  the  world,  and  if  some  of 
you  want  to  see  a  silver  mine  I  have  got  one  in  Leadville  and  will 
show  you  that  myself. 

Now,  Comrades,  come  to  Denver  next  year.  You  will  never 
regret  it  as  long  as  you  live,  and  I  give  you  my  word  of  honor  that 
we  have  this  money  pledged  and  if  necessary  we  can  get  ^10,000  to 
^20,000  more.     I  thank  you. 

Comrade  Sample  of  Pennsylvania :  Comrades^  I  am  here  in 
obedience  to  the  desire  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation  to  second 
the  nomintaion  of  that  magnificent  city  in  the  eastern  part  of  this 
country,  Philadelphia.  In  1893  I  stood  upon  the  floor  of  the 
National  Encampment  at  Indianapolis  and  extended  to  you  an  invi- 
tation in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  City  of  Pittsburg  to  hold 
the  Convention  of  1894  in  that  city.  I  was  asked  the  question, 
How  much  money  have  you  raised?  I  replied  that  we  had  not 
raised  a  dollar;  but  when  you  came  to  the  city  we  had  money 
enough  to  entertain  you  and  we  did  entertain  you  and  had  money 
left.  I  say  to  you  now  in  behalf  of  that  great  city,  the  first  city  in 
Pennsylvania,  that  while  they  have  no  money  pledged  to  entertain 
you  now,  while  they  have  no  mountains  that  they  can  take  you  in 
Pullman  cars,  while  they  have  no  silver  mines  that  they  can  let  you 
examine,  although  I  think  they  will  let  you  examine  a  lot  of  shares 
of  stock  that  they  hold  in  Colorado  silver  mines,  you  will  go  down 
into  the  homes  of  a  city  whose  patriotism,  whose  loyalty  to  this 
country,  stands  preeminently  bright  in  the  minds  of  every  man  who 
served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  war.  As  Comrade  Wagner 
said  this  morning,  in  marching  to  the  front  and  returning  home 
thousands  of  you  who  were  in  regiments  that  will  remember  the 
old  Union  and  Cooper  Shop  Refreshment  Saloons.  You  will 
remember  how  the  great  patriotic  people  of  that  magnificent  city 
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cared  for  the  sick  and  the  wounded  and  looked  to  it  that  no  man 
who  wore  the  Union  blue  suffered  for  any  convenience  or  comfort 
whilst  in  their  midst,  The  Grand  Army  of  that  city  with  a  mag- 
nificent comradeship  of  10,000,  that  great  loyal  community,  that 
great  State  which  gave  to  this  country  a  Meade,  a  Hancock  and  a 
Hartranft,  these  are  the  people  who  are  inviting  you  to  come  and 
hold  the  session  of  1899  in  that  city. 

As  I  said,  we  cannot  take  you  into  any  mountains  on  Pullman 
cars,  but  you  men  who  served  in  the  western  part  of  this  country 
who  served  in  the  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
and  New  England  State  Regiments,  who  have  gone  there  to  build 
up  the  country  after  the  war  was  closed  will  want  to  come  back  and 
they  will  desire  to  wander  over  that  great  Gettysburg  Battlefield 
and  view  the  places  where  they  stood  in  the  great  battle  of  the  war. 
In  three  hours  and  a  half  you  can  go  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia 
by  a  splendid  raikoad  right  into  the  town  of  Gettysburg,  and  there 
you  have  one  of  the  most  magnificent  National  Parks  that  there  is 
in  this  country  to-day. 

My  comrade  says  they  will  take  1,500  of  the  people  who  at- 
tend the  National  Encampment,  with  their  wives,  into  the  moun- 
tains. I  say  to  you  that  all  of  the  50,000  or  75,000  or  100,000  old 
soldiers  who  will  come  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  1899  will  have 
an  opportunity  to  see  and  to  witness  things  they  have  never  seen 
before.  They  will  remember  that  in  their  youthful  days  they  were 
in  New  York  or  in  Philadelphia  or  the  New  England  States,  and  it 
will  be  a  revelation  to  them  what  has  taken  place  in  these  localities 
since  the  close  of  the  war.  My  comrade  says  that  when  the  wheels 
of  time  shall  come  around  and  when  we  start  out  in  Philadelphia 
with  the  new  century  they  will  come  there.  We  say  to  you  let  the 
old  century  wind  up  in  that  patriotic  city.  I^t  this  century  close 
down  in  Philadelphia  where  Old  Glory  was  made,  where  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  was  signed  and  where  that  magnificent 
building  stands  to-day  as  a  record  and  where  is  the  old  Liberty 
Bell  which  you  can  all  go  to  see.  Let  us  close  this  century  by 
holding  the  National  Encampment  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  in 
1899.  We  want  you  to  come.  The  35,000  comrades  of  this  great 
State  of  Pennsylvania  want  you  to  come.  The  boys  of  New  York 
want  you  to  come,  because  it  will  give  them  an  opportunity  to  be 
there,  and  all  the  New  England  States  and  New  Jersey,  and  we  will 
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give  you  such  a  royal  welcome  that  when  the  time  shall  come  for 
you  to  return  to  your  homes  yOu  will  leave  Philadelphia  with  but 
one  regret,  and  that  is  that  you  are  not  enabled  to  live  there  for  at 
least  a  month  or  two,  in  order  that  you  may  enjoy  the  hospitality 
of  that  people.     Come  to  us. 

Comrade  Beath,  of  Pennsylvania,  Past  Commander-in-Chief: 
Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades,  I  am  glad  that  Comrade  Sam- 
ple from  the  smoky  city  of  Pittsburg  has  given  such  an  eloquent 
invitation  to  come  to  the  city  of  homes.  I  am  not  going  to  follow 
in  his  track.  I  was  in  Denver  but  a  few  months  ago,  and  when  I 
looked  in  the  early  morning  at  the  magnificent  sun  gilt  summit  of 
Pike's  Peak  I  felt  that  I  would  like  to  live  there  forever.  It  is  a 
a  grand  sight ;  it  is  a  great  country,  and  I  shall  never  forget  the 
hospitality  of  the  people  of  Denver  and  of  Colorado  extended  to 
this  National  Encampment  when  we  met  there.  The  Encampment 
elected  me  as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  in  4hat  city  at  that  time.  But  we  are  here  to  legislate  for 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  not  for  the  1,0 Jo  or  2,000  or 
5,000  possibly  of  men  from  the  center  or  from  the  east  who  can 
travel  to  Colorado  to  meet  their  comrades  in  these  annual  reunions. 
I  venture  to  assert  that  for  each  100  men  who  can  come  into  the 
touch  of  elbow  with  us  in  Denver,  more  than  1,500  comrades  will 
touch  elbows  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Sometime  I  hope  that 
this  National  Encampment  can  accept  the  invitation  of  Denver, 
but  the  comrades  representing  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  extend  to  you  this  invitation  for  1899, 
hoping  and  believing  that  you  will  do  them  the  honor  of  coming 
and  meeting  them  face  to  face  in  the  great  city  of  homes.  You 
know,  my  comrades,  that  the  City  of  Philadelphia  has  to-day  more 
dwellings  than  the  City  of  New  York  and  of  Brooklyn,  now  the 
greater  Manhattan,  and  one-half  of  Boston  combined.  We  have 
fewer  dwellings  with  more  than  two  families  in  than  are  to  be  found 
in  small  cities  and  towns  of  20,000  inhabitants.  We  have  fewer 
people  to  the  dwelling  than  any  other  city  in  the  world.  As  Com- 
rade Sample  says,  we  cannot  offer  you  mountains  close  at  hand. 
We  have  beautiful  mountains  in  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania,  but 
better  still  for  all  you  western  people,  we  have  the  ocean  right 
at  hand.     Our  railroad  lines  can  take  40,000  people  to  the  seashore 
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each  monyng  in  one  and  a  half  hours.  The  excursion  trains  to 
Atlantic  City  from  Philadelphia  leave  at  7  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  jg^ve  the  people  eleven  hours  at  the  seashore,  and  return  them 
in  the  cool  of  the  evening;  price,  ^i.oo. 

We  can  send  you  to  Fort  Delaware  and  on  to  Cape  May,  in 
great  palatial  steamers,  at  seventy-five  cents  a  head,  and  for  the 
Grand  Army  we  expect  to  have  this  rate  reduced.  We  have 
that  great  river,  the  Delaware,  and  we  expect  to  entertain  you  on 
that  river,  show  you  the  Cramps*  ship  yard  and  the  battle-ships 
tbere  and  at  League  Island.  We  can  do  a  thousand  things  for 
you.  We  wont  allow  you  to  be  fleeced  by  hotels  as  we  have  been 
in  a  great  number  of  cities.  We  not  only  say  to  you  that 
we  will  do  as  well  as  they  are  doing  in  Cincinnati,  but  we  will  do 
better,  and  if  we  do  not  you  will  know  the  reason  why.  We  can 
do  all  possible  to  entertain,  not  two  thousand  or  three  thousand, 
but  the  hundred  thousand  that  will  be  enabled  to  come. 

Comrade  Wagner  :  I  feel  that  I  should  explain  that  in  mak- 
ing my  motion  nothing  was  further  from  my  mind  than  to  attempt 
to  forestall  action  on  this  matter.  It  was  in  order,  as  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief decided,  and  I  made  the  motion  as  directed  by 
the  Representatives  from  our  Department.  That  is  all.  You  have 
made  up  your  minds.  I  do  not  think  these  speeches  have  changed 
a  vote.  We  could  take  you  to  the  top  of  high  mountains  and  pro- 
mise you  all  the  earth,  as  our  comrades  from  Denver  promise  to  do, 
and  as  a  certain  other  personage,  not  a  member  of  the  G.  A,  R. 
once  did,  who  did  not  own  a  fool  of  the  ground  he  promised  to 
give,  but  come  and  see  for  yourselves,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  if  you 
visit  Philadelphia  you  will  be  pleased. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  The  Adjutant-General  will  call 
the  roll. 

The  roll  being  called  the  vote  was  announced — Denver  295, 
Philadelphia  395. 

Comrade  May  of  Colorado:  Commander-in-Chief,  I  wish  to 
say  on  behalf  of  Colorado  and  Wyoming  that  we  shall  ever  bear  in 
our  memories  this  vote  of  your  fraternal  regard  to  the  old  boys  that 
have  gone  beyond  the  Mississippi.     And  now  in  behalf  of  these 
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friends  of  mine  from  our  city  of  Denver  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  move  that  the  Adjutant  General  cast  the  vote  of  this  Encamp- 
ment for  that  grand  old  city  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  vote  having  been  taken  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  was  declared  unanimously  selected  as  the 
place  for  holding  the  next  National  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Comrade  Dowling,  of  the  De- 
partment of  Ohio,  has  handed  me  a  letter  addressed  to  this  En- 
campment by  the  Mayor  of  Toledo,  inviting  us  to  come  to  that 
city  in  1903,  when  they  will  celebrate  the  Centennial  of  the 
organization  of  the  State. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Office  of  the  Mayor, 

Toledo,  O.,  Aug.  26, 1898. 
To  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  the  Untied  States, 

Gentlemen  :  Speaking  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Toledo,  whom 
I  have  the  honor  for  the  time  being  to  represent,  I  desire  to  extend  to 
the  Grand  Army  ot  the  United  States  a  most  cordial  invitation  to  come 
to  Toledo  for  the  annual  meeting  in  1903.  The  people  of  Ohio  are  pre- 
paring to  hold  a  grand  exposition  that  year  to  commemorate  the  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  State.  The  exposition  of 
itself  will  be  of  a  character  to  make  such  an  attraction  as  probably  can- 
not be  found  elsewhere  in  our  country  that  year.  Our  city  has  long  been 
known  as  a  convention  city,  and  in  addition  to  the  many  natural  attract- 
tions,  accessibility  by  rail  and  by  water,  our  people  have  a  just  pride  in 
the  feeling  that  they  are  "  given  to  hospitality.'*  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  if  the  Grand  Army  shall  honor  us  with  making  Toledo  the 
meeting  place  in  1903,  they  will  go  away  feeling  that  the  choice  could 
not  have  been  better,  that  they  have  been  guests  of  a  people  of  whom  it 
can  be  said  that  they  are  citizens  of  **  no  mean  city.'' 

In  conclusion  I  assure  you  that  the  welcome  I  have  the  honor  to  ex- 
tend is  a  real  old-fashioned,  latch-string-on-the-outside  welcome.  Our 
gates  and  our  hearts  are  open  to  you.  We  love  you,  and  we  love  the 
country  that  you  fought  to  save,  and  we  will  rejoice  with  exceeding  great 
joy  to  have  you  as  our  guests  in  the  centennial  year. 
Very  faithfully  yours, 

S.  M.  JONES,  Mayor, 

The  Commander-in-Chief :  This  morning  the  hour  of  3  o'clock 
was  named,  for  the  presentation  of  a  memorial  to  my  predecessor, 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Thaddeus  S.  Clarkson,  and  I  will  recog- 
nize Comrade  Armstrong  of  the  committee. 
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Comrade  Armstrong  of  Indiana:  Commander-in- Chief y  the 
committee  appointed  at  the  last  National  Encampment  to  prepare 
and  present  a  testimonial  to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Clarkson  is 
now  ready  to  report,  and  they  will  discharge  the  duty  through 
Comrade  Rogers  of  Missouri,  a  member  of  the  Committee. 

Comrade  Rogers  of  Missouri :  It  is  needless  for  me  to  say 
that  I  perform  a  pleasant  duty  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the 
committee.  This  testimonial  which  we  have  to  present  to  you 
Comrade  Clarkson,  consisting  of  a  silver  service  of  sterling  silver, 
six  pieces,  incased  in  solid  oak,  fittingly  typifies  in  the  one  your 
sterling  qualities  for  which  you  are  distinguished  in  both  your  civil 
and  military  lite,  and  in  the  other  the  solid  and  enduring  virtues 
which  you  have  inherited  from  the  place  of  your  birth  like  the 
sturdy  oak  which  draws  its  strength  and  vigor  from  thiC  soil  in 
which  it  grows.  Born  in  the  great  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
resplendent  with  its  patriotic  record  a  Commonwealth  whose  sons 
have  shed  their  blood  and  laid  down  their  lives  on  every  battlefield 
of  the  Rebellion.  Born  upon  the  spot  since  made  historic  for  all 
time  by  the  matchless  valor  of  the  Union  Soldier  when  Lee's  bat- 
tallions  were  hurled  back  from  the  heights  of  Gettysburg,  then,  too, 
bearing  the  honored  name  of  that  grand  old  commoner  Thaddeus 
Stevens,  you  could  not  be  otherwise  than  thoroughly  imbued  with 
patriotic  ardor,  love  of  country,  your  comrades  and  the  Flag. 

On  occasions  like  this  it  is  fitting  to  say  that  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  gift,  considerable  though  it  may  be,  is  small  and  insignificant 
with  the  wealth  of  love  and  affection  which  accompanies  it,  and  I 
can  say  truthfully  that  I  express  the  sentiments  of  all  my  comrades 
when  I  say  that  with  this  testimonial  our  hearts  go  out  to  you. 

And  now  in  the  name  of  and  in  behalf  of  the  National  En- 
campment, representing  all  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  who  are  proud  to  recognize  and  honor  your  devotion  to 
duty  and  your  unselfish  labors  for  the  benefit  of  our  organization,  I 
present  to  you  this  token  of  their  confidence  and  esteem.  Bear  it 
with  you  to  your  western  home  with  our  best  wishes  for  your  long 
life  and  prosperity,  and  may  it  continue  to  be  an  heir  loom  to  your 
descendants  to  the  latest  generation. 

Comrade  Clarkson  ;  Comrade  Rogers y  Commander-in- Chief , 
and  my  comrades : — I  find  no  words  to  express  to  you  the  gratifica* 
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tion  that  I  have  at  this  splendid  expression  of  comradeship  that  I 
have  always  received  at  your  hands  wherever  I  have  been  and 
whenever  I  have  met  you. 

My  comrades,  long  years  since  when  a  little  storm  cloud  arose 
in  the  South  and  danger  came  to  the  Old  Flag  it  was  a  blessed 
privilege  that  the  young  manhood  of  the  Republic  had  in  stepping 
to  the  front  in  its  defense.  How  loyally  and  manfully  you  and 
those  whom  you  represent  here  came  forward  in  that  defense. 
How  loyally  and  manfully  you  bared  your  breasts  amid  the  storm  of 
of  battle.  How  without  complaint  you  climbed  the  mountains  and 
■  you  lay  in  the  trenches  wet  and  hungry.  How  you  suffered  those 
four  long  years,  and  yet  there  were  no  complaints.  How  in  1865 
you  laid  down  the  musket  and  resumed  again  your  places  in  civil 
life  and  became  good  citizens.  How  loyally  and  manfully  through 
all  these  years  you  have  stood  by  the  grand  old  Republic.  How  to 
you  it  is  due  that  not  one  star  is  effaced  from  that  brilliant  galaxy. 
And  again  when  a  war  cloud  arises  you  give  yourselves  to  the 
defense  of  the  Old  Flag. 

My  comrades,  to  be  honored  as  I  have  been  by  such  a  body 
of  men  no  wonder  that  I  fail  to  find  words  to  express  myself.  I 
thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  I  am  thankful  that  it  is 
my  privilege  to  be  one  of  you  and  to  be  again  in  the  ranks  subject 
at  any  and  all  times  to  the  call  of  my  comrades. 

Comrade  Kay,  of  New  York  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  move 
that  we  proceed  to  the  nomination  and  election  of  the  officers  of 
this  Encampment. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Druckemiller,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Commander-in- 
Chief,  I  move  that  the  nominating  speeches  be  limited  to  five  min- 
utes and  the  seconding  speeches  to  three  minutes. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Woods,  of  New  York  : 

Commander  and  Comrades :  I  rise  to  perform  the  most  pleasant 
duly  of  all  my  life,  the  most  honorable,  and  I  trust,  the  most  useful  duty 
that  it  has  been  ray  pleasure  to  do  .  I  rise  to  put  in  nomination  this  old 
friend  of  mine  from  the  State  of  New  York  for  Commander-in-Chief.  1 
have  no  eloquent  words  in  which  to  speak  of  his  services,  but  what  I 
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shall  say  of  Comrade  Shaw  will  come  from  the  heart.  And  I  speak, 
comrades,  for  the  38.000  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
I  speak  for  its  six  hundred  and  odd  Posts,  1  speak  for  a  Post  that  has 
sent  to  the  Army  of  1898  3.500  men  by  its  contributions,  I  speak  for  the 
united  delegaiion  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  I  desire  to  say  fur- 
ther, comrades,  that  I  speak  for  the  school  children,  over  whose  school 
houses  the  old  flag  is  floating  by  law  of  that  State,  the  enactment  of 
which  was  mainly  due  to  the  services  of  my  friend  here.  I  put  in  nomi- 
nation for  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repnbhc  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on©  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  that  great 
State,  one  of  its  intelligent,  active,  energetic  citizens,  one  of  those  boys 
who,  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  enlisted  in  the  old  35th  Regiment,  and 
served  as  a  private  soldier.  He  carried  a  musket,  and  for  months  was 
the  man  behind  the  gun. 

I  nominate  for  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  great  organization  as  the 
representative  of  the  38,000  Grand  Army  men  in  New  York  whom  he 
served  so  faithfully  and  well,  Albert  D.  Shaw,  of  the  City  of  Watertown, 
and  I  assure  you  that  you  will  do  a  great  service  to  our  organization  if 
you  make  him  your  Commander-in-Chief.  We  made  him  Commander 
in  New  York,  and  I  speak  advisedly  when  I  say  that  no  man  who  was 
ever  at  the  head  of  the  organization  in  that  great  State  has  labored  so 
well,  so  diligently,  so  faithfully  as  my  friend,  to  make  the  organization  a 
success  and  a  benefit  and  a  blessing  to  his  comrades.  If  you  elect  him 
here  to  day  he  will  visit  every  State  in  this  Union.  His  whole  time,  his 
whole  energy,  and  his  great  ability  will  be  given  to  the  service  of  our 
organization.  It  was  through  his  efforts,  to  a  great  extent,  that  you  re- 
ceived that  magnificent  reception  and  entertainment  at  BuflTalo  last  year. 
Comrades  have  come  all  the  way  from  Buffalo  although  not  delegates 
in  this  convention,  to  testify  to  his  worth,  to  his  usefulness,  and  the  nec- 
essity of  having  him  at  the  head  of  this  organization  for  the  coming  year. 

A  single  word  and  I  will  take  my  seat.  I  yield  to  no  member  of 
this  convention  in  my  admiration  and  respect  for  my  friend  and  comrade 
from  the  City  of  Chicago,  whom  I  understand  is  a  candidate  before  this 
convention,  but  I  desire  to  say  to  him  and  to  my  friends  in  Illinois  that 
if  they  will  go  back  to  Chicago  and  if  they  will  say  to  the  citizens  of  that 
city  first  invite  the  Grand  Army  to  your  city,  then  if  you  shall  have  en- 
tertained us  as  we  entertained  you  at  Buffalo  last  year,  we  will  vote  a 
fifth  time  to  make  a  citizen  of  Illinois  Commander  of  the  Grand  Army. 
I  understand  they  are  here  asking  for  the  fifth  time  for  a  Commander-in- 
Chief,  yet  that  magnificent  city  at  the  foot  of  the  Lake  Michigan  has 
never  extended  to  you  an  invitation  to  enjoy  its  hospitality. 

Comrade  Black  of  Illinois : 

Commander-in-Chief,  I  was  surprised  at  the  suddenness  of  the  rush 
just  made  upon  the  State  of  Illinois  and  its  application  by  my  friend  from 
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New  York  and,  therefore,  I  was  not  quite  ready  for  the  duty  and  the 
pleasure  which  now  devolves  upon  me.  I  think  my  friend  will  correct 
his  statements  when  he  recalls  that  the  Encampment  was  held  in  Chicago 
when  Hartranft  of  Pennsylvania  was  chosen  for  Commander-in-Chief. 
The  State  of  Illinois  has  many  Grand  Army  men  of  whom  she  is  proud, 
and  if  you  will  read  the  list  of  those  who  have  won  the  right  to  wear  the 
bronze  star  and  read  it  comradelike  and  lovingly  you  will  find  that  there 
are  very  few  parts  of  the  history  ot  the  Grand  Army  from  1866  until  this 
present  day  that  have  not  been  made  luminous  somewhere  by  the 
presence  of  the  men  from  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Commander-in-Chief,  the  State  of  Illinois,  it  is  true,  as  adverted  to 
by  the  comrade  from  New  York,  did  in  her  early  days  nurture  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  It  was  born  in  the  midst  of  our  State,  and  while 
it  was  in  its  infancy  the  State  of  Illinois  irom  its  illustrious  soldiers  did 
give  three  commanders  to  that  organization.  One  of  them  was  elected 
because  he  was  preeminently  the  type  of  the  volunteer  soldier  of  the 
war,  the  illustrious  Logan.  One  of  them  was  elected  because  he  was 
the  founder  of  the  order,  and  the  other  because  in  its  infancy  none  came 
forward  to  claim  the  prize.  But  after  that  we,  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
saw  the  proud,  nurturing  mother  pass  on  the  sceptre  of  authority,  and, 
comrades,  for  twenty-seven  years,  with  a  single  exception,  we  have  with- 
out regret  and  with  fraternal  regard,  seen  the  sceptre  of  the  authority  of 
400,000  veterans  wielded  by  honored  comrades  from  other  sections  of  the 
country,  east  and  west,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
cradle  State  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  with  one  exception, 
has  stood  without  representation  in  the  highest  office  of  the  order.  And 
now  we  ask  that,  for  a  little  time  in  the  closing  moments  of  the  century, 
you  give  back  to  us  temporarily  the  authority  that  we  wielded  when  the 
order  was  young  and  needed  the  direction  and  power  of  comradeship. 

Commander-in-Chief,  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  a  right 
now  to  require  at  its  head  the  services  of  a  man  who  has  been  tried  all 
along  the  line,  a  man  who  has  been  successful  in  civil  life,  a  man  who 
has  won  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  all  the  civic  tests  of  the  time. 
The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  needs  and  demands  that  the  man  who 
shall  be  its  Commander  shall  be  one  whose  hand  has  never  been  short- 
ened in  fraternal  deeds,  but  whose  purse  and  whose  hands  have  been  at 
the  service  of  his  worthy  and  suffering  comrades,  stricken  down  in  the 
rough  battle  and  in  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  long  struggle  with  adver- 
sity at  home.  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  needs,  if  we  may 
believe  the  reports  of  our  officers,  the  services  of  a  man  who  will  use 
economy  in  the  due  discbarge  of  his  office,  while  at  the  same  time  see- 
ing that  every  necessary  expenditure  for  the  preservation  of  the  honor 
and  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  obligations  of  the  order  is  judiciously 
made.  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  this  time,  when  it  is  being 
brought  into  face  with  the  new  affairs,  needs  a  man  who  will  bear  up- 
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ward  and  onward  the  standard  of  the  organization,  so  that  no  man  can 
say  that  the  order  lives  wholly  in  the  past ;  one  that  whether  his  feet  are 
led  by  the  old  battlefields  of  our  glory,  or  whether  they  come  up  by  the 
new  battlefields,  recognizes  everywhere  the  new  citizenship ;  one  that 
heeds  the  new  demand  and  acknowledges  that  the  blow  that  has  lastly 
and  most  fatally  been  inflicted  upon  tyranny  was  inflicted  by  the  whole 
American  people.  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  needs  a  man  to 
whom  every  old  comrade  can  point  with  pride  and  say  **  there  is  our 
flag  bearer.  In  the  days  when  death  and  duty  seemed  twins  and  when 
the  star  of  honor  burned  only  through  the  lurid  cloud  of  war,  when  the 
flush  of  battle  gained  the  meed  of  death,  there  he  stood  to  take  his 
chances."  These  are  the  combinations  that  are  needed  to-day  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Thirty-seven  years  ago,  Commander-in-Chief,  when  my  regiment 
moved  from  the  City  by  the  lakes  down  to  the  broad  fields  of  war  we 
were  escorted  through  our  streets  by  a  band  of  striplings  who  gave 
promise  in  their  tall  vigor  to  be  the  taller  men  of  war.  Among  them 
was  a  lad  of  seventeen  years  who  had  even  before  that  time  for  months 
worn  the  blue  of  the  Federal  Army.  In  a  few  months  thereafter  he  was 
again  in  the  armed  service  of  his  country,  and  from  that  time  on  he  was 
unfaltering  in  that  service.  He  was  a  private  soldier,  and  he  became  a 
commissioned  officer.  He  was  promoted  for  frequent  deeds  of  valor  to 
be  first  a  lieutenant  and  then  captain,  and  wherever  he  went  he  received 
commendations  such  as  those  given  by  the  son  of  Ohio,  Jacob  D. 
Cox.  when  commanding  the  23rd  Corps  he  baid  that  James  A.  Sexton  of 
the  72nd  Illinois  was  an  intrepid  man  and  therefore,  Commander-in-Chief 
because  I  believe  and  this  delegation  believes  he  is  such  a  man  and  be- 
cause they  have  so  instructed  me,  I  put  in  nomination  for  the  high  office 
of  Commander-in-Chief  intrepid  Sexton  of  Illinois. 

Comrade  Pugh  of  Ohio : 

Commandet-in-  Chief,  by  a  majority  of  the  delegates  and  Past  De- 
partment Commanders  of  Ohio,  I  was  instructed  to  nominate  our 
Comrade  I.  F.  Mack,  also  Past  Department  Commander,  for  the  office 
of  Commander-in-Chief ,  but  since  that  commission  was  given  to  me 
Comrade  Mack  has  concluded  that  there  are  two  conditions  which 
render  his  candidacy  unwise.  First,  the  present  Encampment  in  Ohio 
and  secondly,  the  usage  of  electing  a  comrade  from  the  State  in  which 
the  Encampment  is  held  as  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief.  For  these 
reasons  the  instructions  which  I  received  have  been  countermanded  by 
Comrade  Mack.  It  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  members  of  ihe 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  that  Comrade  Mack's  candidacy  at  Buffalo 
last  year  was  embarrassed  and  handicapped  by  considerations  somewhat 
similar  to  these. 
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The  prominence  of  Comrade  Mack  as  a  candidate  for  the  ofl&ce  pre- 
liminary to  the  meeting  of  this  Encampment  this  morning  requires  that 
this  statement  should  be  made  as  an  act  of  justice  to  him ;  and  now 
speaking  for  part  of  the  delegation  from  Ohio,  I  second  the  nomination 
of  Comrade  Shaw  of  New  York. 

Comrade  Coney,  of  Kansas  ; 

Commander-in-Chiefs  from  the  broad  prairies  of  Kansas  we  come  as 
comrades  of  this  Encampment  and  bring  hither  a  soldier  who  is  loved 
by  every  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army  that  knows  him.  Bom  in  Ohio  he 
crossed  the  prairies  as  our  fathers  crossed  the  sea  to  make  the  West  his 
home.  He  was  among  the  first  to  organize  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  With  all  due  respect  to  the  original  founder,  Stevenson  and 
the  immortal  John  A.  Logan,  the  first  inception  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
Republic  was  upon  the  sacred  soil  of  Kansas,  hallowed  by  the  name  of 
Old  John  Brown,  when  the  Order  of  the  Loyal  Sons  of  America  was 
organized,  for  from  that  organization  sprang  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

For  the  sake  of  harmony  and  union  we  will  not  present  the  name  of 
Thomas  J.  Anderson  for  Commander-in-Chief,  but  will  join  with  the 
Grand  State  of  Colorado,  whose  refreshing  breezes  gives  us  life  and 
happiness,  in  seconding  the  nomination  of  that  magnificent  soldier  from 
the  grand  Empire  State,  Comrade  Shaw. 

The  nomination  of  Comrade  Shaw  was  seconded  by  Comrades 
Cook  of  Colorado,  Harris  of  Vermont,  and  others. 

The  nomination  of  Comrade  Sexton  was  seconded  by  Com- 
rades Searle  of  Minnesota,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Twitchell  ot 
New  Hampshire,  Conner  of  Texas,  Given  of  Iowa,  Mastellar  of 
California,  Buckley  of  Alabama,  and  others. 

The  Adjutant  General  called  the  roll  of  Departments  and  the 
result  of  the  ballot  was  announced  to  be 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 655 

Necessary  to  a  choice    .   .  •. 328 

Comrade  Albert  D.  Shaw  received 231 

Comrade  James  A.  Sexton  received 424 

Comrade  Shaw,  of  New  York  : 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades :  There  are  times  uhen  per- 
haps it  requires  fully  as  much  courage  to  be  calm  amid  disaster  as  it 
does  to  be  happy  in  the  midst  of  a  victory.  I  stand  in  that  position  at 
the  present  time.  The  great  State  of  New  York,  imperial  in  its  wealth 
and  in  the  service  rendered  to  the  Nation,  has  honored  me  by  presenting 
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me  to  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  as  their  candidate  for  this  office. 
We  differed  at  first  widely,  but  I  now  stand  here  to  say  that  there  is  no 
more  loyal  comrade  than  myself,  and  that  I  accept  heartily  and  cheer- 
fully the  judgment  of  my  peers,  and  all  I  need  to  say  is  this  ;  that  in  ex- 
cusing me  from  the  highest  duties  you  have  doubtless  added  to  my 
peace  of  mind  and  rest  of  body,  because  both  have  been  much  disturbed 
by  my  service  during  the  past  year.  I  thank  you  all  for  the  honor  of  the 
support  given  me,  and  I  know  that  in  the  election  just  consummated  the 
comrade  that  has  been  chosen  will  carry  the  banner  of  our  organization 
in  glory  and  honor.  I  move  that  the  election  of  Comrade  Sexton  be 
made  unanimous. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  Comrade  James  A.  Sexton,  of  Il- 
linois, was  declared  unanimously  elected  Commander-in-Chief  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Comrade  Sexton,  of  Illinois 

Commandit'in-  Chief  and  Comrades  :  If  I  could  voice  the  senti- 
ments of  gratitude  that  I  feel  in  my  heart  you  would  not  want  for  elo- 
quence on  this  occasion.  I  can  only  promise  you  that  during  the  coming 
year  I  will  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  to  perform  faithfully  and  well  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  Commander-in-Chief  and  carry  out  the  principles 
of  fraternity,  charity  and  loyalty.  I  can  conceive  of  no  honor  so  great 
as  that  of  being  chosen  as  the  head  of  this  organization  which  represents 
the  survivors  of  the  great  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Fortunately  I  will  have 
time  to  devote  to  the  work  of  the  order.  I  have  sold  out  my  business 
and  have  a  moderate  amount  with  which  to  take  care  of  my  family  should 
misfortune  overtake  me. 

Comrades,  1  will  not  take  up  your  time,  which  I  know  is  precious, 
but  on  some  other  occasion  when  we  have  more  time  I  shall  be  glad  to 
meet  you,  and  I  thank  you  again  and  again  for  the  distinguished  honor 
you  have  conferred  upon  me. 

Adjourned  to  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SECOND  DAY. 

The  Encampment  met  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  was  opened  in 
due  form  with  prayer  by  the  Chaplain-in-Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  By  the  rules  and  regulations  it  is 
provided  that  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day's  session  shall  be 
read. 

Comrade  Druckemiller,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  that  the  read- 
ing of  the  minutes  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  231 

The  Commandkr-in-Chief  :  Are  there  any  committees  ready 
to  report  ?  If  not,  the  next  business  in  order  is  the  election  of 
Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  and  we  are  prepared  to  receive 
nominations  for  this  position.     Are  there  any  nominations? 

Comrade  Warnock,  of  Ohio :  Commander-in-Chief  and  com- 
rades of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  an  unwritten  law  has 
conceded  to  the  city  entertaining  the  National  Encampment  the 
graceful  recognition  of  naming  the  Senior  Vice- Commander-in- 
Chief,  and  naturally  this  has  led  to  the  ambitious  desire  of  different 
members  of  the  Grand  Army  in  the  ciiy  where  the  Encampment  is 
held,  a  laudable  ambition  to  occupy  this  position  ;  and  there  were 
three  or  four  who  desired  very  much  to  become  the  Senior  Vice- 
Commander-in-Chief  but  happily  all  differences  were  adjusted,  and 
now  on  behalf  of  the  fourteen  Posts  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  I 
have  the  honor  and  the  very  great  pleasure  to  present  a  comrade 
who  is  their  choice.  He  is  a  native  born  Ohioan ;  was  born  in 
Clermont  County,  which  has  given  to  the  world  a  man  whose  name 
and  whose  fame  have  filled  it  and  will  forever  fill  it ;  a  man  who 
came  up  through  Belmont  and  Donelson,  and  the  shot  and  shell  of 
Shiloh,  and  the  splendid  victories  of  Vicksburg,  and  the  brilliant 
movements  at  Chattanooga,  and  the  bloody  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, and  the  culminating  glories  of  Appomattox,  and  whose  grand 
life  went  out  at  Mount  McGregor,  leaving  to  his  country  these  mem- 
orable words  which,  like  a  blessed  benediction,  have  fallen  upon  us: 
"  Let  us  have  peace."  And  so  to-day  I  present  to  you  a  man  who 
came  from  this  same  county,  but  a  man  who  has  no  such  record  as 
this.  He  was  not  a  Major-General,  he  was  not  a  Brigadier- General; 
the  eagle  or  gold  or  silver  leaves  of  a  field  officer  never  graced  his 
shoulders,  but  for  two  years  and  eight  months  he  carried  a  musket, 
and  for  eight  months  he  wore  the  modest  strap  of  a  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, a  record  more  honorable  than  the  merely  inherited  title  of 
an  European  prince;  a  record,  thank  God,  that  entitles  him  to 
membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  that  entitles  him 
to  aspire  to  the  highest  office  in  its  gift.  When  but  17  years  of  age 
he  left  school  and  enlisted  in  the  old  89th  Ohio,  and  for  two  years 
and  eight  months,  marching  through  West  Virginia  and  down 
through  Tennessee,  and  on  through  Atlanta  to  the  sea,  and  up 
through  Goldsborough  to  the  end  of  the  war,  our  candidate  did  his 
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duty  faithfully  and  well,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  settled  here  in 
Cincinnati  as  an  active  and  honorable  business  man,  having  a 
wholesale  hardware  store.  He  has  been  entrusted  by  the  citizens 
of  this  place  with  the  duties  of  chairman  of  the  Public  Comfort 
Committee,  and  it  is  due  to  him  that  there  was  established  throughout 
the  city  of  Cincinnati  a  feature  for  the  comfort  of  the  men  that  has 
never  been  adopted  by  any  other  city  that  has  held  the  Encamp- 
ment— one  hundred  and  twenty-five  open  places  in  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinnati provided  with  ice  water,  chairs,  tables,  lounges  and  cots, 
where  the  old  soldier  has  been  made  welcome  to  come  in  and 
rest  free  of  charge.  I  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  name 
of  Comrade  W.  C.  Johnson  for  Senior  Vicc-Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Henry,  of  Missouri :  On  behalf  of  the  Department 
of  Missouri,  and  I  believe  on  behalf  of  every  Department  repre- 
sented here,  I  wish  to  heartily  second  the  nomination  of  Comrade 
Johnson. 

Comrade  Wood,  of  New  York,  moved  that  Comrade  Johnson 
be  elected  by  acclamation. 

The  vote  was  unanimously  in  the  affirmative,  and  Comrade 
W.  C.  Johnson  was  declared  duly  elected  Senior  Vice-Commander- 
in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

.  The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the 
election  of  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  Chair  is 
ready  to  hear  nominations. 

Comrade  Ayars,  of  Delaware,  placed  in  nomination  Past  De- 
partment Commander  Daniel  Ross,  of  Delaware. 

His  nomination  was  seconded  by  Comrades  Kountz,  of  Ohio, 
Wood,  of  New  York,  Simonds,  of  Connecticut,  Gray,  of  Wiscon- 
sin, Burdett,  of  the  Potomac,  Darte,  of  Pennsylvania,  Schimpff,  of 
Illinois,  Bartlett,  of  Massachusetts,  and  others. 

Comrade  Twitchell,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  that  the  elec- 
tion of  Comrade  Ross  be  made  by  acclamation.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  Commander-in-Chief  declared  Comrade  Daniel 
Ross,  of  Delaware,  duly  elected  Junior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  the 
election  of  a  Surgeon-General,  and  the  Chair  is  prepared  to  receive 
nominations  for  this  position. 
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Comrade  Cole,  Past  Department  Commander  of  Nebraska : 
I  do  not  wish  to  take  the  time  of  this  Encampment,  but  simply  de- 
sire to  say  that  Nebraska,  at  the  last  Department  Encampment, 
endorsed  Dr.  A.  S.  Pierce,  of  Hastings,  Nebraska,  for  Surgeon- 
General,  and  I  have  been  instructed  to  present  his  name  to  this 
Encampment.  Dr.  Pierce  was  a  soldier  who  fought  for  three  years 
with  Sherman ;  he  is  qualified  to  occupy  this  position,  and  we  come 
to  you  from  west  of  the  Missouri  River  to  ask  this  Encampment  to 
support  Dr.  Pierce  for  Surgeon-General. 

The  nomination  was  seconded  by  several  Departments,  and  on 
motion  of  Comrade  Duble,  of  Pennsylvania,  Comrade  Pierce  was 
elected  by  acclamation,  and  was  so  declared  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  next  order  of  business  is 
the  election  of  Chaplain-in-Chief. 

Comrade  WAf.KER,  of  Indiana,  Past  Commander-in-Chief: 
Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades,  I  will  take  but  one  moment 
of  your  time.  The  Department  of  Indiana  at  its  Annual  Encamp- 
ment unanimously  resolved  to  present  the  name  of  a  comrade  to 
the  National  Encampment,  for  Chaplain-in-Chief.  I  have  the 
honor  and  pleasure  to  present  the  name  of  a  comrade  who  went  out 
as  a  private  soldier  and  who  was  promoted  to  Chaplain  and  served 
a  year  and  a  half  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a  Grand  Army  man  three 
hundred  and  sixty-five  days  in  the  year.  He  is  the  Past  Commander 
of  one  of  the  largest  Posts  in  our  Department.  I  name  Daniel 
Lucas,  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  for  Chaplain-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Schimpff,  of  Illinois,  and  Given,  of  Iowa,  seconded 
the  nomination. 

Comrade  Havter,  of  New  Jersey  :  Commander-in-Chief,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Encampment  is  to  be  held  in  Philadel- 
phia, I  think  it  is  highly  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  Chaplain- 
in-Chief  who  would  be  convenient  to  that  great  city.  We  have  a 
man  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  who  has  been  known  from  his  early 
infancy  for  his  purity  and  piety ;  I  nominate  Charles  E.  Hill,  of 
New  Jersey,  for  Chaplain -in-Chief. 

The  Department  of  Connecticut  seconded  the  nomination  ot 
Comrade  Lucas. 
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Comrade  Morse,  of  New  Jersey,  seconded  the  nomination  of 
Comrade  Lucas,  and  on  motion  the  nominations  were  were  closed. 

Comrade  Lovett,  of  New  Jersey,  withdrew  the  name  of  Com- 
rade Hill  and  moved  that  Comrade  Lucas  be  elected  by  acclama- 
tion, and  no  objection  being  made  the  motion  was  put  and  carried, 
and  Comrade  Lucas  was  declared  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
have  been  duly  elected  Chaplain-in-Chief  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  A  committee  of  the  society 
known  as  Army  Nurses  are  in  waiting  to  show  themselves  to  you. 
The  Adjutant-General  will  announce  a  committee  to  receive  and 
present  them  to  this  Encampment. 

The  Adjutant-General  announced  the  committee  to  be  Com- 
rade Bruner,  Chaplain-in-Chief,  Comrade  Given,  of  Iowa,  and 
Comrade  Richardson,  of  the  Potomac. 

The  committee  introduced  Miss  Kate  M.  Scott,  Mrs.  Johnson 
and  Mrs.  Rebecca  Price,  who  presented  the  following : 

Headquarters  N.  A.  N.  Association, 

CiNciNNATTi,  September  7,  1898. 

Commander-in-Chief  and  Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic:  We  come  to  you  with  the  greetings  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Army  Nurses  of  the  Civil  War,  the  loyal  women  who  were  with 
you  in  the  dark  days  of  the  '*  Sixties,"  in  hospital  camp  and  field,  and 
though  they  now  bear  the  impress  of  years  that  have  passed  since  the 
war  closed,  their  love  for  you,  their  pride  in  your  valor,  has  grown  and 
intensified  with  these  years. 

Many  have  gone  to  join  the  great  Grand  Army  on  the  Everlasting 
Camping  Grounds ;  others,  among  whom  are  Mother  Ransom  and 
Harriet  P.  Dame,  are  detained  at  their  homes  by  illness,  and  soon  the 
majority  of  the  Association  will  be  unable  to  attend  these  Encampments, 
but  they  will  ever  hold  you  in  grateful  remembrance  until  you  and  they 
go  into  those  "green  tents,  the  curtains  of  which   never   outward 

swing." 

KATE  M.  SCOTT. 

MRS.  JOHNSON, 

MRS.  REBECCA  PRICE, 

CommiiUe, 

The  Commander-in- Chief  :  On  behalf  of  the  Encampment 
I  tender  you  thanks  for  this  visitation,  and  wish  you  many  happy 
days,  long  life  and  just  rewards  for  what  you  have  done. 
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Comrade  Bartlett,  of  Massachusetts  :  I  rise  to  a  question 
of  privilege.  I  wish  to  ask  what  is  the  present  parliamentary 
status  of  the  appeal  of  Fletcher  Webster  Post,  of  Massachusetts  ? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  It  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Comrade  Bartleit  :  What,  if  any,  is  the  parliamentary  status 
of  the  appeal  of  the  Department  in  the  same  matter  ? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  am  not  aware  of  any  appeal  by 
the  Department  of  Massachusetts. 

Comrade  Bartlett:  Of  the  Department  Commander,  of 
the  Covncil  of  Administration,  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Ad- 
ministration, which  was  sent  to  Headquarters,  and  the  receipt  of 
which  was  acknowledged. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  All  papers  connected  with  this 
case  have  been  referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Custodian 
of  Records  was  presented  by  Comrade  Ross,  of  Delaware,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Cincinnati,  September  9,  1898. 

To  the  Thirty-second  National  Encampment  G.  A.  R,: 

Your  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Custodian  of  Records  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  we  have  examined  the  same,  and  from  a  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  work  performed  and  the  result  of  it  obtained 
by  an  inspection  in  Philadelphia,  respectfully  approve  the  report,  and 
recommend  that  the  work  be  continued  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

DANIEL  ROSS,  Delaware. 
CHAS.  L.  LEIPER,  Pennsylvania, 
CHRISTOPHER  ROSS,  Maryland, 

Committee. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Sample,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  report 
was  received  apd  the  recommendation  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Adjutant-General  sub- 
mitted the  following  : 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  9,  1898. 
To  the  Thirty-second  National  Encampfnent^  G,  A,  R,: 
Comrades : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Adjutant- 
General  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  : 
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We  have  noted  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  contained  in 
his  report,  and  are  impressed  with  the  forceful  manner  in  which  they 
are  made  as  well  their  value  to  our  order. 

1st.  Special  attention  is  directed  to  so  much  of  the  report  as  refers 
to  the  advisability  of  continuing  National  Headquarters  in  Independence 
Hall,  Philadelphia.  The  reasons  therefor  are  convincing  and  clearly 
stated,  and  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  his  suggestion  in  that  par- 
ticular, and  that  an  effort  be  made  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  National 
Headquarters  in  the  manner  set  forth  by  him. 

2d.  We  concur  in  the  recommendation  that  the  incoming  Com- 
mander-in  Chief  appoint  a  committee  of  five  comrades,  to  whom  the 
subject  of  further  simplifying  report  blanks  shall  be  referred,  with 
authority  to  submit  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  the  result  of  their 
labors,  which,  upon  approval,  shall  be  immediately  put  in  force. 

3d.  At  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  it  was  resolved  that 
the  Journab  of  the  National  Encampment,  with  the  General  Orders  for 
each  year,  shall  be  republished,  provided  that  a  sufficient  nimiber  of 
subscribers  can  be  had  to  defray  the  actual  cost.  Notwith^nding  the 
fact  that  the  attempt  made  to  enforce  this  resolution  has  thus  far  met 
with  only  meagre  results,  and  though  the  Adjutant-General  has  re- 
frained from  making  a  recommendation  concerning  further  action 
thereon,  your  committee  believes  that  the  republication  of  the  journals, 
particularly  of  the  earlier  years  of  the  National  Encampment,  will  be  of 
great  value  to  Departments  and  Posts,  and  to  that  end  we  recommend 
that  further  efforts  be  made  whereby  the  provisions  of  the  resolution 
may  be  made  effectual. 

4lh.  The  Adjutant-General  has  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  procured  considerable  statistical  information  as 
to  the  number  of  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  who  are  insane  or  who  are  confined  in  county  homes, 
almshouses,  etc.  This  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  applying  to  Con- 
gress for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  for  their  care  and  treatment,  should 
the  inquiry  develop  a  sufficient  number  to  warrant  the  effort.  Full 
reports  have  not  been  received,  and  we  concur  in  the  suggestion  that 
further  inquiry  be  made  in  order  to  more  fully  carry  out  the  purpose  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Adjutant  General  has  during  the  past  year  given  his  valuable 
services  without  compensation.  He  has  been  indefatigable  in  the  per- 
formance oi  his  duties  and  has  discharged  them  in  an  intelligent  and 
painstaking  manner,  and  his  patriotic  and  zealous  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  deserve  more  than  a 
passing  notice  from  the  Encampment.  We  feel  that  our  duty  has  not 
been  entirely  completed  without  presenting  for  your  consideration  the 
following : 
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Resolved^  That  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  appoint  a  com-        \ 
mitteeoftive  comrades  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial  for  Adjutant-  ^ 

General  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  in  slight  recognition  of  his  valuable  services 
and  as  an  evidence  of  the  high  esteem  with  which  he  is  regarded  by  his 
comrades. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  HENDRICKS,  Potomac, 
PETER  B.  AVARS,  Delaware, 
J.  I.  CHURCHILL,  Kansas, 
FRANK  BATTLES,  New  Hampshire, 
J.  O.  LADD,  Georgia, 

Committee, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  report  be  received,  and  the  re- 
commendations therein  contained  be  adopted. 

Comrade  Schimpff,  of  Illinois  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  un- 
derstand the  recommendation  of  the  committee  is  that  the  National 
Headquarters  be  retained  at  Philadelphia  for  the  ensuing  year.  Am 
I  correct  ? 

Comrade  Hendricks  :  We  do  so  recommend.  It  is  in  pur- 
suance of  the  recommendation  of  the  Adjutant-General. 

Comrade  Schimpff:  Would  it  not  hamper  the  incoming 
Commander-in-Chief  if  that  recommendation  is  adopted  ? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  think  if  the  comrade  will  read 
the  Report  of  the  Adjutant- General,  he  will  find  that  is  provided 
for.  It  does  not  hamper  him  in  any  way.  The  comrade  will  ob- 
serve, in  connection  with  that,  that  year  after  year,  the  records  are 
scattered  over  the  country.  Several  years  ago  the  Encampment 
resolved  to  appoint  a  Custodian  of  Records  and  keep  them  in  one 
place.  If  you  will  refer  to  the  Report  of  the  Adjutant-General  you 
will  see  that  is  correct.  However,  the  only  matter  for  considera- 
tion now  is  the  motion  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  be  re- 
ceived, and  the  recommendations  adopted. 

Comrade  Bell,  of  New  Vork  :  Commander-in-Chief,  if  there 
is  a  sacred  spot  in  which  the  records  and  archives  of  this  Encamp- 
ment can  be  safely  deposited  it  is  in  Independence  Hall,  from 
which  sprung  Liberty  and  Independence  a  century  or  more  ago,  and 
I  am  profoundly  pleased  with  that  suggestion.  We  must  next  year 
place  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  our  Philadelphia  comrades. 
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Some  of  us  from  Brooklyn  will  come  on  both  feet,  some  may  have 
ta  be  carried,  but  we  are  going  to  get  there  by  thousands,  and  the 
contemplation  of  this  fact,  or  suggestion,  that  our  archives  arc  to 
be  placed  in  Independence  Hall,  is  most  pleasing  and  gratifying* 
I  am  also  pleased  with  the  suggestion  that  some  testimonial  may  be 
furnished  Comrade  Stewart  for  the  magnificent  work  he  has  done 
without  the  hope  of  reward.     We  will  take  the  whole  business  in. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  Report  of  the  Committee  prevailed. 

Comrade  Sterrett,  of  Ohio :  Commander-in-Chief,  in  this 
connection  I  desire  to  read  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration,  held  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  on 
the  6th  inst. 

**  That  the  Council  of  Administration  recommends  to  the  National 
"  Encampment  that  suitable  testimonials  be  prepared  and  presented  to 
**  Comrades  Stewart  and  Burrows  expressive  of  the  grateful  senti- 
**  ments  of  the  Encampment  to  these  comrades  for  their  services  as 
**  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster-General,  rendered  without  com- 
•*  pensation. 

And  to  offer  the  following  : 

Whereas^  Comrades  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  of  the  Department  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Charles  Burrows,  of  the  Department  of  New  Jersey,  having 
served  during  the  past  year,  without  compensation,  in  the  positions  of 
Adjutant  General  and  Quartermaster-General,  respectively,  and  thus 
saved  to  the  treasury  of  the  G.  A.  R.  what  has  heretofore  cost  the  or- 
ganization the  sum  of  $3,200,  and  by  other  acts  of  economy  have  in- 
creased our  funds  to  the  amount  of  several  hundreds  of  dollars  ; 

Resolved^  That  the  Thirty-second  National  Encampment  here  as- 
sembled authorizes  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
three  comrades  to  purchase  and  present  to  Comrades  Thomas  J.  Stewart, 
of  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Charles  Burrows,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  New  Jersey,  fitting  testimonials  in  recognition  of  their  unselfish 
and  patriotic  services. 

The  committee  on  the  Surgeon-Generars  Report  presented 
the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

We,  your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Sur- 
geon-General, respectfully  state  that  we  have  carefully  examined  the 
same,  and  while  we  feel  that  some  remedy  should  be  found  for  the  evils 
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complained  of,  we  do  not  think  the  recommendations         2^g 
General  practicable,  and  recommend  that  they  be  not  ad 

J.  C.  BIGCSS-eon- 
W.  G.  GRA\ 
J.  W,  HAMMi 
M.  B.  BARTLt 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  If  there  is  no  objectioL 
port  will  be  received  and  placed  in  the  minutes.     There  be 
objection,  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Daughters  of  Veto 
was  presented  and  read  to  the  Encampment  • 

Cincinnati,  September  8,  1898. 
Comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  : 

The  National  Alliance  Daughters  of  Veterans,  in  convention  assem- 
bled, send  greetings  and  best  wishes  that  your  years  may  be  many  with 
us.  We  shall  always  love  the  Flag  as  we  love  our  fathers  who  bravely 
fought  to  save  the  country,  which  we  at  the  present  time  are  doubly 
proud  of.  We  are  anxiously  waiting  the  time  when  we  shall  receive  the 
official  recognition  we  so  long  have  hoped  for. 

Yours  in  F.  C,  and  L. , 

MISS  ROSE  KIRSCH, 
KITTIEM.  KREIG. 
ELLEN  M.  WALKER, 

Committee  on  Greetings. 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Chaplain-in-Chief  pre- 
sented the  following  : 

Cincinnati,  September  9,  1898. 

Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Adjutant- General: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Chaplain- 
in-Chief,  beg  leave  to  make  the  following^  report : 

In  reviewing  the  Chaplain-in  Chief's  Report,  we  find  it  replete  with 
thought,  rich  with  sympathetic  utterances,  and  unique  in  makeup.  Con* 
sidering  that  the  fact  of  his*  absence  with  the  boys  at  the  front  at  a  time 
when  he  would  have  been  in  touch  with  Department  Chaplains,  leaves 
him  without  material  which  he  would  otherwise  have  had  for  his  report, 
and  taking  it  as  a  whole,  we  feel  he  has  done  a  good  work  and  deserves 
the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

C.  B.  WILSON,  Illinois, 
C.  A.  SOUTHARD,  Maine, 
L.  B.  HARRIS,  Vermont, 
JAS.  M.  DAVIS,  Virginia. 

Committee, 
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Some  of  us  frQANDER-iN-CniEF  :  If  there  is  no  objection  it  will 

to  be  carriedd  published  in  the  record. 

contemplatT^^j^^^^  on  the  Report  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General 

^  ^\     ne  following  report : 
I  antalso 
fy,    ^^  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  9,  1898, 

y)mmander-in- Chief  and  Comrades  of  the  Thirty-second  National  Emampment 
/    G,  A.  R. 

^  Your  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Judge  Advocate-General  beg 
leave  to  report  that  thev  have  carefully  examined  the  opinions  rendered, 
together  with  the  syllabi  prepared  thereon,  and  take  great  pleasure  in 
recommending  that  the  same  be  approved.  The  work  of  the  Judge 
Advocate-General  has  been  performed  with  marked  ability  and  the 
results  presented  with  clearness  and  brevity,  in  acknowledgement  of 
which  we  recommend  that  the  thanks  of  this  Encampment  be  extended 
to  him. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEO.  RASSIEUR.  Missouri, 
GEO.  H.  PATRICK,  Alabama.' 
JOSIAH  GIVEN,  Iowa, 
HENRY  A.  CASTLE,  MinnesoU, 
HARRY  WHITE,  Pennsylvania. 

Committee, 

The  Commander-in-Chief  — If  there  is  no  objection  it  will  be 
received,  adopted  and  published  in  the  record.  There  being  none, 
it  is  so  ordered. 

The  committee  on  a  **  Monument  to  the  Loyal  Women  of  the 
War,**  presented  the  following: 

To  the  Thirty-second  National  Encatnpment  G.  A.  K. 

The  committee  having  in  charge  the  project  for  the  erection  at  the 
National  Cat>itol  of  a  monument  in  honor  of  the  Loyal  Women  of  the 
War,  wouli  respectfully  report  that  for  reasons  similar  to  those  set  forth 
ill  the  address  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  with  reference  to  the  purchase 
of  the  Vicksburg  and  Fredericksburg  Battlefields,  it  has  been  impossible 
to  procure  legislation  from  Congress  on  the  subject. 

Your  committee  held  one  meeting:  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  Febru- 
ary 1898,  but  owing  to  the  extraordinary  duties  devolving  upon  Con- 
gress, it  was  deemed  inadvisable  to  press  the  matter. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  at  the  next  session  satisfactory 
progress  can  be  made. 

ELL  TORRANCE, 

Chairman  of  Committee, 
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The  Commander-in-Chief:  If  there  is  no  objection  the  re- 
port will  be  received,  adopted  and  printed  with  the  proceedings. 

The  committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Inspector-General  pre- 
sented the  following: — 

September  8,  1898. 
To  the  Thirty-second  National  Encampment : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Inspector- 
General,  have  considered  the  same,  and  commend  the  zeal  of  that  officer 
in  attempting  to  procure  uniform  reports  from  the  Assistant  Inspector- 
General  of  each  Department.  We  note  the  absence  of  full  information, 
as  stated  by  the  Inspector-General,  from  Assistant  Inspectors-General 
of  twelve  Departments,  which  impairs  the  value  of  the  report  for  com- 
parative reference. 

We  find  no  recommendations  in  the  report  to  consider.  We,  how- 
ever, recommend  that  the  Inspector- General  be  authorized  to  edit  and 
consolidate  as  far  as  possible  the  reports  of  Assistant  Inspectors-General 
for  the  purpose  of  shortening  the  report  in  the  printed  journal. 

PHILLIP  S.  CHASE. 
JOHN  C.  LINEHAN, 
JOHN  G.  B.  ADAMS, 
A.  G.  PETERSON, 
E.  B.  GRAY. 

Committee. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  If  there  is  no  objection  the  re- 
port will  be  received,  adopted,  placed  on  record  and  printed  with 
the  Proceedings.     It  is  so  ordered. 

The  following  comrades  were  duly  elected  members  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration 

Alabama M.  D.  Wickersham  .   .   .  Mobile. 

Arizona Samuel  C.  Rees  ....  Prescott. 

Arkansas George  W.  Clark     .   .   .  Little  Rock. 

California  and  Nevada  .   A.  T.  Eggleston    .       .    .  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Colorado  and  Wyoming,  John  C.  Kennedy     .   .    .  Denver. 

Connecticut John  H.  Thatcher    .    .    .  Hartford. 

Delaware W.  H.  Miller Wilmington. 

Florida T.  S.  Wilmarlh Jacksonville. 

Georgia  &  S.  Corolina  .  Jas.  P.  Averill Atlanta. 

Idaho Alfred  Eoff Boise  City. 

Illinois Thos.  W.  Scott  .   .       .    .  Fairfield. 

Indiana Wm.  H.  Armstrong  .    .    .  Indianapolis. 

Indian  Territory  .   .   .   .  S.  B,  Bradford So.  McAllister. 
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Iowa Thos.  Bell Fairfield. 

Kansas P.  H.  Coney    ......  Topeka. 

Kentucky P.  W.  Hager Louisville. 

Louisiaiia  and  Miss.    <   .  Richard  Sheppard     .   .   .  New  Orleans. 

>1aine Edwin  Riley Livermore  Falls 

Maryland Marion  A.  Brian     ....  Baltimore. 

Massachusetts W.  W.  Blackinar   ....  Boston. 

Michigan Samuel  J.  l^wrence  .   .   .  Wyandotte. 

Minnesota J.  M.  D.  Craft Farmington. 

Missouri F.  M.  Sterrett St.  Louis. 

Montana Chas.  Horn Helena. 

Nebraska H.  W.  George    .  .       .   .  Georgetown 

New  Hampshire  .   .   .   .  B.  Arthur  Brown    ....  Penacook. 

New  Jersey Clayland  Tilden Jersey  City. 

New  Mexico H.  Crampton Santa  Fe. 

New  York Theo  F.  Reed New  York. 

No.  Dakota Harrison  Allen Fargo. 

Ohio B.  M.  Moulton Lima. 

Oklahoma W.  H.  Baker Ponce  City. 

Oregon    .   • B.  H.  Bradshaw Salem. 

Pennsylvania Jas.  F.  Morrison Phila. 

Potomac Chas.  Matthew Washington.  D.  C. 

Rhode  Island N.  W.  Viall Howard. 

So.  Dakota A.  R.  Anderson Hot  Springs. 

Tennessee Frank  Seaman Knoxville. 

Texas Henry  Johnson Sherman. 

Utah Amasa  S.  Condor    ....  Ogden. 

Vermont S.  H.  Wood St.  Albans. 

Virginia  and  N.  Carolina,  A.  B.Heistand Norfolk,  Va. 

Washington  and  Alaska,  Jas.  Dickinson Seattle,  Wash. 

West  Virginia Geo.  K.  Mallory Parkersburg. 

Wisconsin H.  J.  Smith Racine. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Heath,  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
authorized  to  fill  any  vacancies  in  the  list  of  members  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration  upon  the  nomination  of  Com- 
manders of  such  Departments  as  had  not  named  members  at  this 
session.      (The  delinquents  were  Arkansas,  Idaho,  and  Vermont.) 

Comrade  Mack,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  Appomattox  Park,  as  follows : 

Cincinnati,  September  9, 1898. 
Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Adjutant- General,  G,  A,  R, 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at  its  Thirty-first  National  En- 
campment, held  at  Buffalo,  Aug.,  1897,  adopted  the  following  resolutiODs: 
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Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sentiment  of  this  body  that  measures  should 
be  promptly  taken  to  secure  to  the  future,  Appomattox  Field  for  a 
National  Park,  and  that  our  Representatives  in  Congress  be  urged  to  use 
their  efforts,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  effect  that  result. 

Resolved^  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  elect  of  the  incoming  ad- 
ministration be,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
five,  with  full  power  to  draft  and  place  such  bill  before  Congress  as  will 
carry  out  the  import  of  these  resolutions. 

Your  committee  named  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  under  the  said 
resolutions,  would  respectfully  report,  that  while  it  has  accomplished 
but  little,  yet  its  labors  have  not  been  altogether  fruitless. 

Had  it  not  been  that  both  Houses  of  Congress  were  engaged  on  the 
subject  of  the  war  with  Spain,  possibly  the  committee  would  have  been 
successful  in  securing  the  passage  of  one  of  the  bills  securing  to  the  fu- 
ture generations  the  battle-field  of  Appomattox  for  a  National  Park. 

Comrade  Senator  Proctor  and  Comrade  Congressman  Jenkins  each 
presented  a  bill  to  establish  a  National  Park  and  to  erect  a  monument  at 
Appomattox,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  both  of  which  bills  are  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Copies  of  these  bills  are 
attached  to  our  report. 

Your  committee  appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  submitted  a  written  report  and  a  petition  signed  by  a  large  number 
of  ex-Confederate  veterans,  urging  favorable  action,  but  were  unable  to 
secure  it. 

The  report  referred  to  set  forth  the  action  of  the  Thirty-first  National 
Encampment  and  embodied  a  petition  from  Confederate  veterans  that 
Congress  pass  the  bill  referred  to. 

The  bills  presented  in  the  House  and  Senate  which  are  identical,  set 
forth  the  action  of  the  Encampment  and  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
a  commission  to  consist  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Commander  of  the 
Army,  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  the  Quartermaster-General  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Confederate  veterans  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  acquire  land  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  acres,  which  shall  include  the  McLean  farm,  where  the  terms 
of  peace  were  agreed  to  by  General  Grant  and  General  Lee ;  that  a 
Peace  Monument  be  erected  under  the  supervision  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners on  the  McLean  farm,  at,  or  contiguous  to  the  point  where  the 
suspension  of  hostilities  was  agreed  to  and  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the  initiatory  work. 

(The  Bills  presented  to  accomplish  this  work  are  numbered  3613 
file  of  the  Senate  and  6550  of  the  House  of  Representatives.) 

In  view  of  the  present  condition  of  t»ur  country  your  committee  con- 
cluded it  not  wise  to  urge  further  action  upon  either  bill,  report  or 
petition,  and  now  submit  our  work  to  the  representatives  of  the  National 
Encampment,  and  ask  your  acceptance  of  it. 
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The  committee  desire  to  acknowledge  their  appreciation  of  the  co- 
operation and  fraternal  courtesy  of  Colonel  Myron  E.  Dunlap.  late  U.  S. 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C,  who  aided  in  many  ways  the  detail  work 
necessary  to  secure  information  touching  the  location  of  land,  etc.,  at 
Appomattox. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  B.  FIELDER, 
JOHN  C.  LINEHAN, 
JOHN  G.  B.  ADAMS, 
HENRY  H.  ADAMS, 
I.  F.  MACK, 

Committee. 

Comrade  Mack  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  and  the  dis- 
charge of  the  committee. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Mack  :  I  now  move  that  the  incoming  Commander- 
in-Chief  appoint  a  new  committee  to  continue  this  work,  if  deemed 
advisable. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Report  of  the  Quartermaster-General 
presented  the  following,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the  re- 
port: 

Cincinnati,  September  9,  1898. 

J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Commander-in-Chiefs  G.  A.  R. 
Comrade  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General, beg  leave  to  report  that  upon  an  examination  of  the 
vouchers,  we  find  the  accounts  correct  and  the  financial  condition  of  the 
National  Encampment  unusually  sound. 

It  is  only  simple  justice  to  say  that  this  much  desired  result  is 
largely  due  to  the  action  of  Quartermaster-General  Burrows,  who,  con- 
sidering the  honor  attached  to  his  high  ofHce  sufficient  reward  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  thereof,  relinquished  all  claim  to  the  salary 
attached,  thus  setting  a  noble  example  of  self-sacrifice  and  devotion  to 
our  order  most  worthy  of  admiration  and  emulation. 

In  recognition  of  such  unselfish  devotion  to  his  comrades  we  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  fallowing  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Encampment  be  tendered  to 
Quartermaster-General  Burrows,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
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pointed  by  Commander-in-Chief  Gobin  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial 
to  be  presented  to  him  at  the  Thirty-third  National  Encampment. 

We  consider  the  proposition  that  all  supplies  be  received  and  shipped 
by  the  Custodian,  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  semi-annual  reports  from 
the  Departments  should  be  sent  to  said  Custodian,  to  be  by  him  kept  on 
file  for  ready  reference,  eminently  wise,  and  recommend  their  adoption. 

JOHN  E.  OILMAN,  Massachusetts, 
R.  B.  BROWN,  Ohio, 
JOHN  SHIELDS,  New  Jersey, 
THEODORE  F.  R EED,  New  York, 
J.  K.  MERTZ,  Minnesota, 

Committee, 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  There  are  three  resolutions  on  the 
same  subject  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Encampment  I  will 
appoint  one  committee  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Encampment 
as  expressed  in  the  Resolutions.  If  there  is  no  objection  the  report 
will  be  considered  as  adopted  by  the  Encampment.     Agreed  to. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commauder-in-Chief  was  called  to  the  chair 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  address  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  was  presented  as  follows  : 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  9,  1898. 

To  the  Thirty-second  National  Encampment,  G,  A,  JR. : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  would  respectfully  report  as  follows : 

We  fully  endorse  the  patriotic  sentiments  of  the  able  address  and 
recommend  that  the  suggestions  and  recommendations  therein  made,  be 
approved. 

The  patriotic  ardor  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in  accepting  active 
service  in  the  field,  rather  than  wear  the  graceful  honors  of  our  veteran 
organization,  meets  with  our  hearty  approval. 

The  acdon  of  our  Commander-in-Chief,  in  reference  to  the  case  of 
William  T.  Seward,  of  the  Department  of  Connecticut,  should,  in  our 
opinion,  be  endorsed  by  the  Encampment. 

We  heartily  approve  of  the  course  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in 
disbanding  Fletcher  Webster  Post  No.  13,  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  its. acts 
of  insubordination,  in  our  opinion,  being  so  flagrant  that  no  other  solu* 
tion  of  the  case  could  be  made. 

The  commendation  given  in  the  address  to  the  patriotic  services  of 
Past  Commander-in-Chief  Alger,  as  Secretary  of  War,  meets  with  our 
warm  approval.  We  commend  also  Secretary  Alger's  demand  for  a 
borough  and  searching  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  the  War  Depart- 
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ment,  believing  that  when  all  the  facts  become  fully  known,  the  criticisnis 
in  ex-parte  statements  that  have  been  published,  will  be  fully  refuted, 
and  his  action  approved  and  sustained  by  the  just  sentiment  of  a  grate- 
ful people. 

We  especially  recommend  the  economical  administration  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief Gobin,  and  earnestly  recommend  a  continuance  of 
the  business  methods  practiced  during  his  term  ;  and  as  an  expression  of 
the  high  esteem  in  which  we  hold  him,  we  hereby  recommend  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  procure  and  present  to  him  a  suitable 
testimonial. 

The  Senior- Vice-Commander-in-Chief:  You  have  heard  the 
report  of  the  Committee.     What  is  your  pleasure  ? 

A  comrade  moved  that  the  report  be  adopted  and  the  recom- 
mendations concurred  in. 

Comrade  Bartlett,  of  Massachusetts :  Commander-in-Chief 
and  Comrades :  I  concur  most  heartily  with  every  portion  of  the 
report  except  that  portion  which  relates  to  the  case  of  Fletcher 
Webster  Post  No.  13.     I  feel  very  deeply  that  the  comrades,  mem- 
bers of  this  Encampment,  are  not  fully  posted  in  regard  to  thai 
question  ;  they  cannot  be.     I  realize  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
in  his  address,  because  of  the  pressure  of  time  and  because  of  the 
pressure  of  business  of  the  Encampment,  could  not  be  expected  to 
give  a  full  account  of  this  case  to  the  Encampment.     There  are 
many  facts  in  it  which  I  am  sure  you  would  like  to  know  and  which 
I  am  sure  you  would  desire  to  discuss,  and  I  feel  very  strongly 
that  no  body  of  comrades,  composed  as  this  Encampment  is,  will 
see  this  case  decided  until  justice  and  fair  play  are  preserved  in  its 
decision.     This  case  has  agitated  the  Department  of  Massachusetts 
for  more  than  one  year.     The  decision  in  the  case  has  split  the 
Department  of  Massachusetts  in  two.     I  am  here,  not  to  speak  in 
justification  of  the  act  of  that  Post.     It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
justify  them  at  all.     For  certain  of  these  acts  there  can  be  no  justi- 
fication.    But,  comrades,  in  considering  this  matter  we  should  go 
into  the  history  of  the  Post  and  into  all  the  questions  that  enter  into 
the  consideration  of  this  case.     I  hold  in  my  hand  a  pamphlet  of 
sixty-four  pages^ — 

Comrade  Bryant,  of  Wisconsin  :  Commander-in-Chief :  this 
whole  matter  having  been  referred  to  the  committee  on  Resolu- 
tions, it  is  not  pertinent  and  it  is  not  in  good  taste  either  at  this  time. 
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The  Senior- Vice-Commander-in-Chief  :  I  beliere  the  point 
of  order  is  well  taken.  The  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  question 
can  be  brought  before  the  Encampment  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  Resolutions.  We  are  now  discussing  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  address  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Bartlett  '  Does  the  adoption  of  this  report  carry 
with  it  a  final  decision  of  this  case  ? 

Comadre  Bryant  :  By  no  means. 

Comrade  Bartlett:  If  so  I  must  appeal  to  the  Encamp- 
ment, for  this  is  one  of  the  most  important  moments,  I  believe,  in 
the  history  of  the  Grand  Army. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief:  My  decision  is 
based  upon  that  point.  It  is  recognized  by  yourself  that  this  Post 
has  done  wrong ;  the  Commander-in-Chief  has  so  decided ;  they 
have  their  appeal  to  this  Encampment.  On  this  report  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  the  question  cannot  be  raised.  It  can  be 
raised  properly  under  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Comrade  Bartlett  :  May  I  not  discuss  the  report  ? 

The  Senior  Vice  Commander-in-Chief  :  Those  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  the  report  will  say  aye. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  prevailed. 

Comrade  Warnock,  of  Ohio  :  Senior- Vice-Commander  in- 
Chief,  I  think  your  decision  was  right  but  for  a  wrong  reason.  The 
way  to  reach  this  matter  is  this 

A  comrade  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

Comrade  Warnock  :  I  am  stating  a  point  of  order. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in-Chief  :  May  I  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  you  are  out  of  order?  You  did  not  rise 
to  a  point  of  order,  you  simply  rose  to  discuss  the  question  of 
whether  the  decision  was  proper  or  not. 

Comrade  Warnock  :  Technically,  I  may  not  have  said,  point 
of  order,  but  it  is  a  point  of  order.  The  way  to  reach  this  matter 
regularly  was  to  move  that  that  part  be  stricken  out. 

The  Senior  Vice-Commander-in  Chief  :  It  has  been  decided. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  resumed  the  chair. 
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Comrade  Bartlett  :  Docs  the  adoption  of  this  report  finally 
close  this  matter  as  far  as  this  Encampment  is  concerned  or  does  it 
come  before  the  Encampment  again  ? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  As  the  chair  understands  the 
question  the  report  of  the  committee  approved  of  the  action  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  approving  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Department  Commander  of  Massachusetts  in  disbanding  that  Post 
for  the  causes  shown  upon  the  record.  There  is  an  appeal  pending 
which  necessarily  must  come  before  the  Encampment.  Of  course, 
it  does  not  exclude  that  from  the  consideration  of  the  Encampment. 

Comrade  Bartlett  :  Then  I  withdraw  from  the  floor  and 
thank  you  for  your  courtesy.  All  I  desire  is  a  fair  field  and  no 
favors. 

Comrade  Walker  ;  We  have  a  further  report  to  make  in 
commendation  of  the  services  of  the  Senior  and  Junior  Vice-Com- 
manders-in-Chief.  We  commend  them  for  their  fidelity  to  the 
order,  and  their  good  work  during  the  year. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  If  there  is  no  objection  there- 
port  will  be  received  and  spread  upon  the  records.  Has  any  com- 
rade anything  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  Encampment  ? 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RULES,  REGULATIONS 
AND  RITUAL. 
Comrade  Robert  B.  Beath,  Chairman,  presented  the  report  of 
this  committee,  which  was  then  read  by  Comrade  James  S.  Dodge, 
and  considered  by  sections. 

To  the  National  Encampment : 

Your  Committee  on  Rules,  Regulations  and  Ritual  have  considered 
the  propositions  submitted,  as  published  in  G.  O.  No.  8,  dated  National 
Headquarters,  Philadelphia,  July  25th,  1898,  and  report  thereon  as  fol- 
lows ; 

I.    By  the  Department  of  Idaho. 

I.  A  picket  post  may  be  established  at  any  point  not  less  than  ten  miles 
from  a  regular  Post  of  the  Grand  Army,  upon  the  special  order  of  a  Depart- 
ment Commander,  and  through  a  special  mastering  officer.  Such  mustering 
officer  may  proceed  to  the  picket  line,  and  if  not  less  than  five  persons  eligible 
to  membership  are  present,  he  may  muster  the  same  as  Picket  Post  No.  .  .  . 
G,  A.  R.,  under  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of He  shall  com- 
municate to  the  picket  post  the  national  countersign  and  the  unwritten  woik  of 
the  order,  and  he  shall  confer  the  badge  and  administer  the  obligation  in  ritual 
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form.  Each  member  of  the  picket  post  shall  pay  the  mustering  officer  one  dol- 
lar, which  shall  be  sent  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  who  shall  therefore 
issue  a  charter  for  such  post,  one  badge  for  each  member,  a  small  record  book, 
and  necessary  application  and  report  blanks. 

2.  Each  picket  post  shall  elect  a  First  Sergeant  annually,  who  shall  serve 
until  the  close  of  the  next  Memorial  Day,  or  until  his  successor  is  elected,  or  is 
appointed  by  the  next  Department  Commander.  He  shall  represent  the  picket 
post  at  the  annual  encampments  of  the  Grand  Army  ;  he  shall  conduct  the  burial 
of  deceased  Union  soldiers  according  to  the  Ritual ;  he  shall  require  the  observ- 
ance of  Memorial  Day  ;  he  shall  remit  annually  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  member,  with  a  list  of  the  comrades  in 
his  picket  post,  and  shall  report  his  post  upon  forms  provided  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.  He  may  receive,  obligate  and  instruct  new  members  unanimously  re- 
ceived by  the  picket  post. 

3.  The  Commander-in-Chief  shall  formulate  general  rules  for  the  guidance 
of  the  picket  posts,  and  may  add  to  or  modify  such  rules,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  National  Encampment. 

This  we  assume  is  intended  to  replace  the  provisions  of  Sec.  11,  Art. 
II,  Chap.  2>  Ri^s  and  Regulations  relative  to  formation  of  "Out-posts.*' 

The  new  proposition  provides  for  the  formation  of  picket- posts  of 
five  or  more  members  to  be  independent  of  any  Posts,  reporting  direct 
to  Department  Headquarters  and  paying  a  reduced  rate  of  dues,  yet 
having  representation  in  the  Department  Encampments. 

The  present  rules  require  that  these  out-posts  shall  constitute  part 
of  the  membership  of  Posts.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  proposed 
plan  would  have  a  tendency  to  reduce  membership  rather  than  increase 
it.  It  is  the  boast  of  many  Posts  that  members  living  at  quite  a  distance, 
attend  meetings  as  regularly  as  many  living  near  by. 

By  frequent  Post  meetings  fraternal  bonds  are  strengthened,  and  we 
should  not  make  a  conditional  membership  so  extremely  easy  for  those 
who  have  remained  aloof  from  our  work.  Departments  have  now  the 
right  to  make  rules  to  cover  out-posts  as  the  needs  of  each  department 
may  seem  to  demand.  Let  these  rules  be  further  tested  and  be  amended 
when  the  necessity  for  amendment  is  demonstrated. 

We  therefore  report  adversely. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

By  the  Department  of  Indiana. 

To  add  to  Section  2,  Article  IV,  Chapter  3,  the  following : 
Provided^  **T|iat  any  department  may,  at  its  option,  consolidate  the 

offices  of  Assistant  Adjt-General  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-General.*' 
This  is  in  the  line  of  economy,  now  so  necessary  in  our  expenditures, 

and  we  report  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  duly  adopted. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


250  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 

The  Department  of  Nebraska  proposes  a  change  from  semi* 
annual  to  annual  reports. 

We  report  adversely. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 
By  the  Department  of  Tennesseee. 

Resolved^  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  Encampment  that  all  Union  men  in 
Tennessee,  who  were  conscripted  into  the  Rebel  Army  in  1862,  and  who,  during 
that  year,  deserted  from  said  Army  and  enlisted  in  the  United  States  Army  and 
were  honorably  discharged,  should  be  rendered  eligible  for  admission  into  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  And  our  Representatives  to  the  Thirty-second 
National  Encampment  are  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  before  that  body,  an 
amendment  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  providing  for  the  admission  into  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  the  dass  of  Union  Soldiers  above  referred  to. 

On  this  broad  proposition,  restricted  to  a  single  State,  we  report 
adversely. 

Comrade  Murdock,  of  Illinois:  Commander-in-Chief  and 
comrades,  I  believe  we  are  in  a  position  to  act  upon  this  part  ot 
the  report  at  once.  I  believe  that  a  great  injustice  has  been  done 
to  the  Southern  soldiers  who  were  conscripted  or  deceived  into 
the  Rebel  army  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  who  afterwards 
did  honorable  service  in  the  United  States  army. 

A  man  who  entered,  the  United  States  army  from  a  Southern 
State  did  so  against  every  social  and  political  influence  that  could 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  him ;  he  did  so  against  the  absolute  mili- 
tary force  that  surrounded  him,  and  he  was  sometimes  deceived 
into  the  Rebel  army  because  of  the  power  that  was  brought  against 
him,  and  afterwards,  as  soon  as  it  was  possible  for  him  to  get  into 
the  United  States  army,  he  did  so,  and  gave  honorable  service  to 
the  government  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. Some  of  these  men  rose  to  distinction  in  the  United 
States  army  ;  some  of  them  have  been  voted  honorable  medals  by 
the  United  States  Congress,  and  yet  these  men  cannot  get  into  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.     I  say  it  is  a  great  injustice. 

I  lived  in  a  Southern  State  and  enlisted  in  the  Union  army, 
when  I  did  it  against  the  scoffs  and  jeers  of  my  neighbors  and 
school-mates  who  surrounded  me.  Of  the  twenty-seven  young 
men  that  were  in  the  same  school  with  me  sixteen  entered  the 
Rebel  army. 

The  first  battle  that  I  saw  was  on  my  father's  farm  and  eigh- 
teen men  were  buried  on  that  farm.     The  first  wounded  man  that 
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I  ever  saw  was  brought  into  our  house  and  my  mother  dressed  the 
wounds  while  the  battle  was  going  on.  And  with  all  these  sur- 
roundings, and  the  Governor  of  our  state  calling  upon  us  to  enter 
the  state  service,  as  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  and  many  having 
no  idea  that  they  were  entering  the  Rebel  army,  enlisted  to  defend 
their  State,  and  before  they  knew  it  their  officers  led  them  into  the 
Rebel  army.  As  soon  as  they  could  get  out  of  that  service  they  did 
so,  and  entered  the  Union  army  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
These  men  did  honorable  service;  it  is  a  patriotism  worth  some- 
thing. The  men  who  lived  in  Northern  Illinois  and  in  Wisconsin 
and  in  Michigan,  who  stayed  at  home  when  their  country  called 
for  them  through  1861-62-63-64,  and  never  lifted  their  hands 
to  help  the  Government  until  the  last  year  of  the  war  came, 
and  there  were  no  more  victories  to  be  won,  no  more  dangers  to  be 
faced,  when  they  served  for  a  few  days  and  received  an  honorable 
discharge,  may  enter  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic ;  but  those 
who  went  through  the  dangers  of  the  war,  who  were  driven  from 
their  homes,  cannot.  I  speak  of  my  experience  which  was  not  so 
bad  as  that  of  many  others.  I  was  driven  out  of  my  home  by  the 
Rebel  army  and  when  they  heard  that  I  was  hiding  under  a  hay- 
stack they  burned  the  haystack  and  they  burned  the  outhouses, 
believing  that  they  could  drive  me  out  by  fire,  and  then  I  went  into 
the  Union  army,  in  the  face  of  all  this  opposition  and  served  with 
the  bushwhackers  of  Missouri  for  sixteen  months  before  I  entered 
the  Signal  Service  of  the  United  States.  And  I  say  it  is  a  shame 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  that  we  drive  these  men 
from  our  doors.  We  need  such  men ;  men  who  are  brave ;  who 
are  energetic ;  who  saved  the  Union  Army ;  men  who  protected 
you  when  you  sent  your  Northern  soldiers  into  Missouri,  when  you 
sent  them  into  Tennessee  and  they  were  surrounded  by  every  snare 
that  could  be  placed  in  their  way.  The  Union  men  of  the  South 
came  out  of  the  hills  and  came  out  of  the  holes  and  out  of  the  dark 
dungeons  of  the  country  and  informed  you  of  the  places  of  danger, 
and  guarded  you  when  no  other  power  could  have  guarded  you,  and 
they  did  it  in  spite  of  their  surroundings  and  when  they  were  ostra- 
cised by  society  in  doing  it,  and  then  they  entered  the  Union  army 
and  now  you  wont  let  them  into  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
I  want  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  so  that  it  will 
be  broader  and  take  in  all  of  these  men.     I  lived  in  Missouri ; 
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Claiborne  Jackson  was  our  Governor  and  he  called  for  fifteen 
thousand  men,  to  enlist  for  nine  months.  There  was  no  line  drawn, 
at  that  time,  and  I  went  into  one  of  the  companies  and  I  got  out  of 
the  country  before  it  was  mustered  just  by  the  wisdom  of  my 
mother.  And  so  with  the  rest  of  my  surroundings ;  my  father  was 
one  of  seven  men  in  a  whole  county  who  voted  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  in  i860,  and  I  was  ostracised  by  reason  of  that. 

Comrade  Dodge  :  Will  the  comrade  yield  one  moment  ? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Will  the  Comrade  permit  himself 
to  be  interrupted  ? 

Comrade  Murdock  :  I  will. 

Comrade  Dodge  :  I  desire  to  explain  that  an  amendment  of 
this  kind  and  character,  you  are  aware,  must  come  through  a  De- 
partment Encampment,  to  be  passed  on  finally  by  this  Encamp* 
ment.  You  will  observe  that  the  reading  of  this  proposed  amend- 
ment refers  to  such  men  as  you  speak  of  from  Tennessee  only.  We 
thought  we  had  better  report  adversely  and  I  will  say  on  behalf  of 
the  committee,  that  I  hope  such  men  as  my  good  friend,  will  go  to 
their  departments  and  get  an  amendment  that  is  comprehensive 
enough  to  cover  the  ground. 

Comrade  Murdock  :  I  propose  to  introduce  such  a  proposi- 
tion now  as  an  amendment  to  this  report. 

Comrade  Dodge  :  You  must  get  it  through  an  indorsement  by 
your  department  encampment. 

Comrade  Beath  ;  The  committee  or  the  Encampment  have 
the  right  to  make  such  changes  as  may  be  necessary,  but  we  thought 
the  question  was  so  important  that  it  was  simply  impossible  for  us 
to  make  a  recommendation  to  cover  the  whole  ground  and  which 
would  take  in  the  extreme  cases. 

Comrade  Murdock  ;  In  view  of  this  explanation  I  will  say  as 
to  the  report  of  the  committee.  I  believe  it  is  correct ;  that  is,  I 
believe  the  resolution  introduced  by  the  Department  of  Tennessee 
is  not  a  good  one.  It  is  special  legislation  for  the  Department  of 
Tennessee  for  only  those  soldiers  who  served  from  Tennessee  in 
1862.  It  provides,  too,  that  nobody  can  be  received  unless  he 
was  a  deserter  from  the  Rebel  army.    Many  men  served  their  eight 
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or  nine  months  when  they  could  not  get  out  any  other  way,  and 
then  got  out.  I  will  introduce  this  resolution,  though  it  may  not 
be  in  order  and  may  have  to  go  through  the  Department  Encamp- 
ment first.  I  will  leave  that  for  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  de- 
cide.    I  will  read  the  resolution. 

Resolved^  That  the  report — 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  If  this  is  a  new  resolution  we 
will  pass  upon  this  report  first,  as  that  is  the  only  thing  in  order, 
unless  you  propose  to  have  it  referred  to  the  committee  and  have 
them  act  upon  it  in  conjunction  with  their  report  upon  the  Ten- 
nessee resolution. 

Comrade  Murdock;  I  went  before  that  committee  and  asked 
them  to  present  this  in  conjunction  with  their  report,  and  they 
told  me  to  introduce  my  resolution  at  the  time  they  made  their 
report  upon  this  amendment. 

Comrade  Wagner;  Will  you  permit  me  to  interject  a  point 
of  order  ?  It  is  hardly  that,  but  it  is  a  point  of  procedure,  and  I 
know  the  comrade  will  pardon  me  for  interrupting  him  right  here. 
Having  introduced  in  the  regular  way,  as  provided  by  the  Rules 
and  Regulations,  a  limited  amendment  and  notice  of  that  amend- 
ment having  been  given  in  the  regular  way,  we  cannot  indefinitely 
extend  that  proposition  without  a  similar  notice.  In  other  words, 
the  notice  required  under  our  rules  is  given  for  the  information  of 
the  National  Encampment  and  those  who  are  to  consider  the 
question.  They  may  think  that  the  men  referred  to  in  this  pro- 
vision, from  East  Tennessee,  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  admitted, 
and  they  will  control  their  attendance  and  their  consideration  of 
that  question  accordingly  ;  but  here  comes  a  proposition  to  ex- 
tend this  throughout  the  entire  country,  and  that  requires,  just  as 
the  first  did,  action  of  a  Department  Encampment  and  notice  to 
the  members  of  the  National  Encampment.  I  submit  that  the 
proposition  cannot  be  extended. 

Comrade  Murdock  ;  I  will  submit  this  resolution,  and  if  it 
is  decided  out  of  order  upon  the  ground  that  the  comrade  has 
raised,  we  can  wait  another  year.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  wait. 
These  men  have  waited  for  thirty-five  years,  and  they  can  make  it 
thirty-six.     My  resolution  is  ; 
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Resolved^  That  the  words  **  in  the  Union  Army"  be  stricken  out 
and  the  following  words  be  inserted :  "  All  Union  men  in  the  South  who 
were  conscripted  or  deceived  into  the  Confederate  service,  who  after- 
wards volunteered  in  the  Union  army  and  gave  honorable  service  to  the 
Government  and  were  honorably  discharged,  and  who  have  not  borne 
arms  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  since  that  time,  shall 
be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic** 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  If  unanimous  consent  is  given 
the  resolution  can  be  received  ;  objections  being  heard  it  cannot  be 
entertained. 

Comrade  Case,  of  Tennessee :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
comrades,  it  was  my  privilege  to  be  an  Ohio  soldier.  It  is  my 
pleasure  to  be  a  Tennessee  citizen  I  was  Department  Commander 
when  this  resolution  as  to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  was  adopted.  The  proposed  amendment  did  not 
exactly  meet  with  my  desire  but  it  meets  the  principles  that  under- 
lie eternal  justice.  You  men  wlio  went  to  the  war  from  Ohio,  New 
York  and  Massachusetts,  found  at  your  hearth  stones  now  and  then  a 
vacant  chair.   Mothers  and  fathers  wept  for  a  son  that  was  not  there. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  the 
comrade,  but  I  hope  he  will  confine  himself  to  the  resolution.  The 
real  question  before  this  Encampment  now  is,  as  to  whether  or  not 
we  can  adopt  the  resolution  changing  the  Rules  and  Regulations 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  Department  of  Tennessee.  There  is 
nothing  else  before  the  Encampment  at  all. 

Comrade  Case  :  I  want  to  say,  Commander-in-Chief,  that 
down  under  that  lies  the  right  of  the  thing  and  the  right  involves 
the  terrible  sufferings  of  the  citizens  of  Tennessee,  who  had  to 
climb  mountains  in  the  face  of  the  Rebel  bayonets,  and  cross  the 
valleys  and  swim  the  rivers,  and  hide  in  the  caves  to  the  end  that 
they  might  get  to  the  Federal  Army  and  aid  us  in  bearing  the  old 
flag  through  their  native  county. 

In  the  County  of  Bradley,  when  I  re-organized  the  Post  there, 
while  I  was  Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  my  Department,  Dr. 
Ramsey,  one  of  the  most  loyal  and  splendid  men  of  the  whole 
State  of  Tennessee,  said,  **I  want  to  get  into  that  Post,  but  for 
seven  days  I  was  in  the  Rebel  army.  I  was  prepared,  with  fourteen 
of  my  comrades,  to  swim  the  Tennessee  River,  and  had  my  hour 
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fixed  at  2  o'clock  at  night,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  the  Rebel  Provost 
Guard  surrounded  the  house  and  took  us  into  the  Rebel  army.  I 
refused  to  take  a  gun.  They  held  my  hand  uf)  and  held  a  Bible 
under  my  nose  and  repeated  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confede- 
rate Government.  And  I  told  them  that  my  heart  would  not  take 
it  and  that  I  was  for  the  old  flag  and  would  stand  by  it  until  I 
died,"  In  seven  days  Dr.  Ramsey  deserted  ;  he  never  touched  a 
gun ;  he  refused  utterly  to  take  it  up  when  they  put  it  into  his 
hands  and  yet  I  could  not  take  that  man  into  McCoy  Post. 

Let  me  tell  you  why  this  should  apply  to  Tennessee  especially. 
It  is  because  no  other  State  in  the  Union  has  the  same  conditions. 
In  June,  1862,  the  Conscript  Law  of  the  Rebel  State  Government 
of  Tennessee  was  passed,  and  during  the  period  from  that  time 
until  the  next  November,  thirty-one  splendid  regiments  of  Ten- 
nesseens  were  recruited  and  placed  in  the  Federal  army.  It  is  during 
that  time  and  that  time  only,  that  we  ask  for  this  resolution,  so 
that  we  may  take  in  these  grand  men  who  said  "  We  will  never  go 
into  the  Rebel  army,"  and  who  were  caught  by  the  Provost  Guard 
and  forced  in  under  that  conscript  law,  and  took  the  first  opportu- 
nity they  could  find  to  desert  and  go  into  the  Federal  army,  and 
stayed  with  it  until  the  close  of  the  war,  while  their  mothers,  and 
their  sisters,  and  their  younger  brothers  were  left  at  home.  I  stand 
here  with  a  record  behind  me  of  having  refused,  perhaps  a  thou- 
sand of  such  men,  admission  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
I  ask  you  in  the  name  of  justice,  is  it  right  ?  No  I  It  is  not  right. 
The  Eternal  God  looks  down  from  heaven  into  the  hearts  of  these 
loyal  men  who  suffered  the  agonies  of  the  damned,  and  whose 
heroism  has  never  been  surpassed  since  the  world  began,  and  sees 
the  loyalty  within  those  hearts  and  says  **  they  were  right." 

Now  we  say  that  this  act  is  not  local  any  more  than  it  becomes 
necessary  to  make  it  local.  No  other  State  had  a  Conscript  Law 
in  the  same  relations  and  under  the  same  circumstances.  The 
same  law  that  governed  Tennessee  did  not  govern  Missouri,  and  it 
is  to  cover  the  time  of  that  Rebel  Conscript  Law  that  this  resolu- 
tion is  desired.  I  tell  you,  comrades  from  Ohio,  you  men  I  love 
and  who  still  live  on  my  native  soil,  you  cannot  go  home  to  your 
wives  and  sisters  and  look  them  in  the  face  and  say  you  have 
done  right  by  the  comrades  in  Tennessee,  if  you  vote  down  this 
measure. 
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Comrade  Shaw,  of  New  York  :  I  rise  to  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent and  appeal  to  the  Encampment  to  give  their  unanimous  consent 

to  this  resolution. 

« 

Commander-in-Chief  ;  The  chair  cannot  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent. It  is  the  privilege  of  any  member  of  this  Encampment  to 
object,  and  one  objection  defeats  it. 

Comrade  Shaw  :  I  move  to  disagree  with  the  report  and  on 
that  motion  I  will  say  a  few  words. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  report  is  now  under  consid- 
eration and  only  the  report.     A  motion  to  disagree  is  not  necessary. 

Comrade  Shaw  :  We  will  not  split  hairs  upon  points  of  order, 
but  I  wish  to  say  that  I  feel  deep  down  in  my  heart  that  the  com- 
rades representing  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  this  great 
Union  should  have  in  their  hearts  the  motto  of  this  great  order — 
**  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty."  With  this  in  view,  that  the 
men  who  lived  down  in  the  Southern  land  with  Northern  hearts, 
forced  by  Southern  bayonets  into  the  Southern  army,  when  over 
river  and  morass  and  mountain  they  found  their  way  to  stand  by 
the  Union  again,  I  say  in  God's  name  we  should  not  wait  a  single 
day,  a  single  hour,  until  we  pass  a  resolution,  as  we  have  a  ri^ht 
to,  admitting  them  to  membership.  Comrades,  I  wear  beneath 
my  coat  my  mother's  heart,  and  in  that  heart  there  flows  the  blood 
of  Bunker  Hill,  and  when  Major  Gardner,  of  that  race,  the  last  to 
leave  the  works,  was  shot  at  by  a  British  soldier,  he  grabbed  the 
gun  and  broke  the  stock  across  the  soldier's  head  and  brought  the 
barrel  away,  and  we  have  it.  And  I  say  the  men  of  the  South, 
who  periled  their  lives  for  as  ingle  hour,  honestly,  for  the  flag  of 
our  Union,  deserve  to  be  recognized  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  very  careful  about  things 
that  should  not  disturb  us  for  a  single  moment.  I  was  down  in 
Tennessee  several  years  ago,  and  at  the  bend  of  a  beautiful  river, 
sitting  on  the  piazza  of  a  very  humble  home,  the  wife  told  me  the 
story  of  an  early  love  and  the  tribulations  and  trials  of  him  who 
afterwards  walked  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  through  mountain 
and  jungle,  to  join  the  Union  army,  after  he  had  been  forced  at 
the  point  of  the  bayonet  to  serve  in  the  army  of  the  South. 

In  God's  name,  I  ask  you,  comrades,  should  not  such  loyalty 
as  that  receive  our  unanimous,  consistent  and  instant  support  on 
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an  occasion  like  this?  I  appeal  to  you  as  one  who  has  been 
through  the  South  ;  I  appeal  to  you  as  one  who  stood  before  the 
guns  of  the  South,  to  be  unanimous  in  passing  this  resolution.  We 
will  soon  be  beyond  the  power  of  passing  any  resolution,  and  let 
us  be  loyal,  just  and  generous  in  behalf  of  patriotism,  and  of  the 
class  of  men  who  suffered  more  than  you  and  I,  even  having  been 
in  the  army,  can  tell. 

A  comrade  raised  a  point  of  order,  that  unanimous  consent 
had  not  been  given  and  the  discussion  of  the  question  until  it  comes 
up  in  regular  form,  is  out  of  order. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  ;  The  point  of  order  is  well  taken. 
The  question  is  only  on  the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Comrade  Murdock  :  I  simply  want  to  make  this  remark.  We 
are  in  iavor  of  voting  against  the  report  of  the  committee  and  then 
voting  for  the  resolution  as  proposed  by  the  Department  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  rest  of  us  will  wait  another  year  and  present  another 
resolution  to  this  encampment. 

Comrade  White,  of  Pennsylvania :  As  I  understand  the  ques- 
tion, it  is  upon  this  item  of  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  is  per- 
fectly in  order,  as  I  understand,  to  vote  this  thing  up  or  down, 
or  make  it  the  subject  of  an  amendment,  or  refer  it  to  a  special 
committee.  If  the  item  is  rejected,  that  ends  the  matter,  but  I 
think  the  proper  way  would  be  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  for  special 
consideration  and  report.  I  feel  that  this  encampment  will  not  do 
injustice  to  a  class  of  men  who  were  the  Huguenots,  you  might  say, 
of  the  American  Army.  They  cannot  forget  the  services  of  Parson 
Brownlow,  or  the  inspiring  words  of  Andrew  Johnson  in  the  United 
States  Senate,  in  1861.  I  do  not  desire  to  be  ostentatious  or  speak 
of  sensational  things,  but  I  cannot  fail  to  recall  that  in  November, 
1863,  I  was  taken  out  of  special  confinement  in  Richmond  and 
under  guard  taken  to  the  headquarters  for  the  exchange  ot  Rebel 
prisoners,  then  in  charge  of  Judge  Olds,  and  recounting  the  out- 
rages of  our  Government,  there  being  an  tflfort  made  to  especially 
exchange  me  at  that  time,  and  telling  me  of  the  outrages  of  our 
government,  which  it  was  my  privilege  then  and  there  to  defend, 
he  said  "Here  is  the  case  of  Shay  Temple  Harris,  a  name  known  to 
gome  Tennesseeans — 

A  Comrade  ;  He  is  a  delegate  in  this  convention. 
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CoBfRADB  White  :  Very  well,  and  if  I  do  not  speak  rightly  he 
can  correct  me.  Here  was  a  man  who  was  in  our  service.  He  had 
been  conscripted  into  ihe  Rebel  army  and  deserted.  He  was  cap- 
tured in  our  lines  recruiting  and  taking  men  over  to  Camp  Dick 
Robinson  or  some  place  for  a  Tennessee  regiment  and  I  was  told 
**He  is  a  deserter.  We  have  tried  him  by  court  martial  and  con- 
demned him  to  death  as  a  deserter  from  our  army.  "  They 
appealed  to  Stanton  and  said  this  man  ;  "I  received  this  morning  a 
copy  of  an  order,  issued  by  your  Government,  placing  in  separate 
and  solitary  confinement  one  of  our  officers,  with  instructions  that 
he  should  be  executed  immediately  upon  the  execution  of  Captain 
Shay  Temple  Harris."  The  execution  did  not  occur,  but  he  was 
put  in  chains  and  manacled  and  kept  in  Columbia,  South  Carolina, 
in  a  dungeon,  adjoining  one  which  I  had  the  misfortune  to  occupy. 
In  the  course  of  time  he  got  out,  and  I  happened  to  hold  a  seat  in 
Congress  and  it  was  the  privilege  of  the  Congress  to  grant  a  pen- 
sion to  this  officer,  notwithstanding  he  had  been  conscripted  into 
the  Rebel  service. 

One  word  more,  I  could  pass  in  review,  numerous  instances  of 
the  loyalty  and  sacrifices  of  East  Tennessee  who  were  forced  into 
the  Rebel  service.  I  will  tell  you  of  an  instance  of  a  man  who  told 
me  that  he  was  conscripted  into  the  Rebel  army  and  escaped 
and  went  to  camp  Dick  Robinson  and  enlisted  in  an  East 
Tennessee  regiment,  went  back  to  recruit  and  the  home  guards  got 
after  him.  His  wife  threw  her  arms  around  him  and  asked  him  to 
surrender  because  they  had  threatened  to  fire.  He  said  "1  refuse, 
and  they  fired,  and  my  wife  fell  at  my  feet,  whether  she  was  dead 
or  not  I  do  not  know.*' 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Your  narrative  is  very  interesting 
but  we  are  discussing  a  question  of  Grand  Army  Law. 

Comrade  White  :  I  understand  it. 

The  Commander-in-Chief:  Confine  yourself  to  the  subject. 

Comrade  White  :  I  will  do  so.  I  simply  speak  of  these  in- 
stances as  impelling  me  to  vote  against  the  adoption  of  that 
report.  I  do  not  want  to  stand  upon  a  technicality.  I  want  to 
stand  by  you  in  enforcing  the  order  and  I  make  this  statement 
hoping  that  this  Encampment,  in  justice  to  these  people,  will  refuse 
to  commit  itself  to  the  policy  in  this  respect  of  that  report. 
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A  Comrade  :  Do  I  understand  that  the  matter  before  us  is  as 
follows :  The  Department  of  Tennesssee,  upon  due  notice,  asks 
this  Encampment  to  make  a  certain  change  in  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, the  chair  holds  that  we  are  restricted  to  that  particular 
thing  and  cannot  change  it  unless  by  unanimous  consent  ? 

The  Co»4Mander-in-Chief  :  That  is  the  ruling  of  the  chair. 

The  Comrade  :  Is  there  anybody  objecting  ? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :   Yes,  sir. 

The  Comrade  :  If  there  is  objection.  I  insist  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  discussion. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  I  beg  the  comrade's  pardon, 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  discuss.  The  report  of  the  committee  is  to 
be  discussed,  and  the  point  of  order  is  not  well  taken. 

Comrade  Wagner,  of  Pennsylvania  ..  Commander-in-Chief, 
let  us  see  where  we  are,  not  where  we  have  been  or  where  we  would 
like  to  be.  Here  is  a  proposition  to  amend  our  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions for  a  certain  purpose  and  in  a  certain  way.  The  Committee 
on  Rules  and  Regulations  reports  adversely  upon  that  proposition. 
The  question  is,  shall  this  report  be  adopted  ?  With  the  permission 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  I  will  discuss  that  for  a  very  little 
while.  Let  us  get  away  with  this  idea  that  anybody  has  any  right 
to  get  into  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  except  in  accordance 
with  our  Rules  and  Regulations.  If  a  man  does  not  measure  up  to 
the  standard,  shall  we  lower  the  standard  to  let  him  in  ?  All  out- 
side of  that  question  should  be  of  no  weight  or  moment  in  the 
minds  of  men  who  are  not  here  to  be  influenced  by  eloquence  but 
to  be  governed  by  reason.  Our  Rules  and  Regulations  do  not 
mention  the  word  **  Rebel  '*  and  do  not  mention  the  word  *'  state.*' 
They  say  that  no  man  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  who  has  at  any  time  borne  arms  against  the  United 
States.  The  question  is,  are  we  prepared  to  admit  into  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  men  who  have  at  any  time  borne  arms 
against  the  United  States.  No  limit  has  ever  existed  as  to  whether 
they  have  borne  arms  for  a  week  or  a  day  or  through  compulsion, 
but  the  Rules  and  Regulations  say  that  no  man  can  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  who  has  at  any  time  borne 
arms  against  the  United  States.     If  a  case  could  be  found  of  a  man 
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who  had  served  from  '6i  to  '65  in  the  Union  army  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  Rebellion  and  had  subsequently  enlisted  in  this  present 
war  on  the  side  of  Spain,  that  man  would  be  excluded  as  well  as 
the  man  who  fought  for  the  establishment  of  the  confederacy. 
What  have  all  these  individual  cases  to  do  with  the  question  ?  I 
admire  the  eloquence  and  the  courage  of  our  comrade,  formerly  of 
Missouri  and  now  of  Illinois,  who  would  rather  be  burned  to  death 
in  a  stack  of  hay  than  lorced  into  the  Rebel  army.  You  could  not 
force  a  man  like  that.  He  was  a  Union  man  no  matter  where  he 
was  found.  I  have  no  word  to  say  against  those  men  in  East  Ten- 
nessee, they  are  brave  men  no  doubt.  Unfortunately  they  are  not 
qualified  under  our  Rules  and  Regulations,  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  which,  and  the  corner  stone  of  our  Organization  is,  that 
no  man  who  has  borne  arms  against  the  United  States  can  enter. 
We  can  alter  the  Rules  and  Regulations  if  we  will. 

Comrade  Mack  i  Let  me  ask  you  a  question. 

Comrade  Wagner  :  Certainly. 

Comrade  Mack:  This  amendment,  if  adopted,  applies  only 
to  the  Department  of  Tennessee. 

Comrade  Wagner    Yes  sir. 

Comrade  Mack  :  A  man  who  was  in  the  Rebel  service  is  then 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Grand  Army  of  Tennessee,  if  he  afterward 
served  in  the  Union  Army  ? 

Comrade  Wagner  :  Yes. 

Comrade  Mack  :  Can  he  not  then  become  a  member  of  a  Post 
in  Ohio  ? 

Comrade  Wagner  :  Certainly. 

Comrade  Mack  :  Then  it  applies  to  all  departments,  does  it 
not? 

Comrade  Wagner  :  It  would  so  far  as  membership  is  con- 
cerned, but  pardon  me  one  moment;  J  do  like  those  words  "Rebel 
army  *'  because  those  were  the  facts.  The  limitation  of  this  amend- 
ment is,  as  I  understand  it,  that  a  man  to  have  the  benefit  of  it 
must  have  been  forced  into  the  Rebel  army  in  Tennessee  in  186^2 
and  if  he  was  forced  into  the  Rebel  army  in  1861  or  1863,  he 
would  not  come  within  the  provisions  of  this  amendment.     If  he 
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was  forced  into  the  Rebel  army  in  Kentucky  at  any  time  during 
the  war,  this  amendment  would  not  help  him.  Having  been 
forced  into  the  Rebel  array  in  Tennessee  and  having  deserted  from 
the  Rebel  army  and  having  subsequently  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army,  then  having  attained  membership  in  the  Grand  Army,  he 
would  be  qualified,  if  your  Post  chose  to  accept  him,  to  become  a 
member  of  your  Post. 

Comrade  Mack  :  Could  we  accept  him  without  violating  the 
rules  and  regulations  ? 

Comrade  Wagner  :  They  want  to  amend  the  rules  alnd  regu- 
lations. 

Comrade  Mack  :  They  do  so  far  as  Tennessee  is  concerned. 
Would  it  reach  Ohio  ? 

Comrade  Wagner  :  I  am  very  nearly  through. 

Comrade  Kay  -  I  find  on  the  roll  of  this  encampment — 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  A  comrade  having  the  floor  can- 
not be  interrupted  unless  with  consent. 

Comrade  Wagner  :  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  if  the 
National  Encampment  is  willing. 

One  more  illustration  and  then  I  am  through.  I  will  repeat 
a  story  that  I  told  the  other  day.  My  small  boy,  who  is  now  a 
second  lieutenant  in  the  8th  U.  S.  Infantry  of  the  regular  army, 
when  we  were  going  to  Sunday  school  one  Sunday  afternoon,  said 
to  me,  *'  Papa,  don*t  you  wish  you  had  been  born  in  America  ?" 
I  said,  "  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  to  be  what  I  am."  Said  he,  "  I 
wish  you  were  an  American,  because  if  you  were  you  could  be 
President  of  the  United  States.*'  I  have  an  idea  that  I  would  per- 
haps make  a  most  admirable  President  of  the  United  States,  but 
unfortunately  for  myself  I  was  not  born  here.  It  was  not  my  fault 
that  I  was  born  in  Germany.  If  it  had  been  left  to  me,  I  would 
have  been  born  in  Ohio,  or  Illinois,  or  some  of  the  other  great 
States,  but  that  is  my  misfortune.  Now  here  is  the  misfortune  of 
these  men  who  were  forced  into  the  Rebel  army — they  do  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  our  Rules  and  Regulations. 

You  know  the  story  of  the  Quaker  girl,  when  the  chap  wanted 
to  kiss  her,  who  said,  **  Thee  must  not  do  so  unless  thee  is  stronger 
than  I,  and  the  Lord  knows  thee  is."    I  am  afraid  if  we  adopt  this 
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resolution  we  will  find  that  a  great  many  of  these  people  were  will- 
ing because  the  Rebels  were  stronger  than  they  were.  And  I  do 
pray,  for  God's  sake,  let  us  stand  by  our  fundamentals,  as  the 
Presbyterians  call  them,  that  no  man  shall  be  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  who  has  ever  borne  arms 
against  the  United  States. 

Comrade  Dublb,  of  Pennsylvania  ;  If  I  am  permitteda  few 
moments,  provided  I  speak  directly  upon  the  subject,  I  will  feel 
flattered.  I  am  glad  that  the  loyal  men  of  the  South  have  so  many 
champions  on  the  floor  of  this  convention.  I  know  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge  that  every  battle-field  of  the  war,  from  the  first 
Bull  Run  to  Appomattox,  has  been  baptized  with  the  blood  of  loyal 
Unionists.  Nevertheless,  I  see  the  danger  of  making  a  change 
in  the  fundamental  law  of  this  organization  that  may  imperil  its 
very  life.  I  see  the  danger  of  admitting  men  who  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted possibly  and  by  that  means  opening  the  doors  to  a  class  of 
men  who  would  not  be  worthy  of  membership. 

I  was  born  and  reared  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  At  the  out- 
break of  the  war  I  laid  in  prison  for  three  long  months  waiting  an 
an  opportunity  to  escape  and  get  into  the  Union  lines.  I  want  to 
say  to  you  that  if  I  consented  to  be  torced  or  conscripted  into  the 
Southern  army  I  could  have  gotten  out  of  prison,  but  I  stood  my 
chances  and  waited  my  opportunity  to  get  beyond  the  lines,  and 
there  joining  the  Union  army  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
justice  to  every  man  who  fought  under  that  flag,  I  say  that  these 
men  ought  to  have  consideration,  but  not  now ;  and  if  we  grant 
the  right  to  Tennessee,  grant  it  to  my  State  of  Virginia,  because 
we  have  parallel  cases  there.  Let  us  adopt  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee for  fear  of  mistake,  and  if  necessary  let  us  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  mvestigate  this  matter  thoroughly  and  report  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting. 

Comrade  White,  of  Pennsylvania :  I  move  that  the  subject 
of  this  item  of  the  report  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five  to  re- 
port at  the  next  National  Encampment. 

The  motion  of  Comrade  White  prevailed. 

The  reading  of  report  of  the  committee  was  then  continued. 
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The  Department  of  New  York  presented  the  following  : 

**  Whereas,  Congress  after  a  long  period  of  delay,  has  at  last  rightfully 
recognized  the  members  of  the  United  States  Military  Telegraph  Corps  who 
served  in  the  army  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  as  an  integral  part  of  the 
army,  and  by  Act  approved  January  26,  1897,  fixed  its  status  as  a  corps  of  the 
United  States  Army  ;  and 

"  Whereas,  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  through  its  National  En- 
campment has  declared  that  the  said  corps  constituted  in  fact  a  part  of  the  Union 
Army,  partaking  largely  of  its  hardships  and  dangers,  whilst  rendering  invalu- 
able aid  ;  and 

"Whereas,  The  members  of  the  United  States  Military  Telegraph  Corps 
have  made  an  appeal  to  the  Graud  Army  of  the  Republic  for  admission  into  its  ranks; 

"  Thereforit  be  U  Resolved^  That  we  hereby  endorse  that  appeal  and  car. 
nestly  request  the  National  Encampment  to  grant  it.'' 

In  1889  the  National  Encampment  at  Milwaukee  voted  in  favor  of  a 
resolution  *'  that  Congress  should  promptly  recognize  the  status  and  ser- 
vice of  said  corps  by  appropriate  legislation." 

On  January  26th,  1897,  the  President  approved  an  act  entitled  **An 
Act  for  the  Relief  of  Telegraph  Operators  who  Served  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion,"  reading  as  follows  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  prepare  a  roll  of  all  persons  who  served  not  less  than 
ninety  days  in  the  operation  of  military  telegraph  lines  during  the  late  Civil 
War,  and  to  issue  to  each,  upon  application,  unless  it  appears  thai  his  service  was 
not  creditably  performed,  or  to  the  representatives  of  those  who  are  dead,  suit- 
able certificates  of  honorable  service  in  the  military  telegraph  corps  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  stating  the  service  rendered,  the  length  of  such  service,  and 
the  dales,  as  near  as  may  be,  between  which  said  service  was  performed.  Pro- 
vided.  That  this  law  shall  not  be  construed  to  entitle  the  persons  herein  men- 
tioned to  any  pay,  pension,  bounty,  or  rights  not  herein  spccfically  provided  for. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  this  Act  has  not  provided  for  the  honorable 
discharge  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  required  for  membership 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  It  also  restricts  the  terms  of  the 
certificate  in  providing  that  members  shall  not,  by  this  law,  be  con- 
strued as  entitled  to  any  pay,  pension  or  bounty  or  rights  not  herein 
specifically  provided  for. 

The  certificate  so  issued  to  the  members  of  the  Military  Telegrph 
Corps,  is  simply  a  certificate  of  service,  a  service  most  creditable  to  these 
men  for  they  lost  nearly  two  hundred  in  killed  and  wounded  or  by  death 
from  disease  in  the  performance  of  a  hazardous  and  at  times  arduous 
service. 

With  the  law  and  the  certificate  thereunder  now  before  us  we  are 
constrained  to  report  adversely. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  was  duly  concurred  in. 

By  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 

Amend  Chapter  V,  Section  4,  Article  IV,  Rules  and  Regulations,  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  **  dues  "  so  that  the  section  shall  read  as  follows  :  Section 
4.  If  a  member  of  a  Post  shall  be  one  year  in  arrears  for  dues,  he  shall  be  noti- 
fied thereof  in  writing  by  the  Post  Quartermaster  and  on  failure  for  two  months 
thereafter  to  pay  such  dues,  he  may  by  vote  of  the  Post  be  dropped  from  the 
rolls,  unless  relieved  from  such  payment.  Prtmided  that  he  has  been  previously 
suspended  and  so  reported  in  accordance  with  the  preceding  Section,  and  maj 
be  re-instated  in  any  Post  upon  application  duly  made,  referred  and  reported 
upon,  and  on  payment  of  one  year's  dues. 

This  proposition  if  adopted,  would  practically  restore  the  section  as 
it  stood  some  years  ago,  but  it  was  then  deemed  too  harsh  and  unyield- 
ing in  numerous  instances,  and  the  pre.sent  section  is  the  result  of  agita- 
tion covering  several  years,  for  a  more  liberal  construction  of  the  Rules 
relating  to  dropped  members. 

The  new  proposition  would  compel  a  dropped  member  to  make  a 
new  application  to  his  former  Post  and  that  would  require  to  be  referred 
and  reported  on  as  for  a  recruit.  It  also  makes  mandatory  the  payment 
of  one  year's  dues  while  the  present  Rule  allows  each  Post  to  judge  of 
the  circumstances  in  each  case,  aud  demand  either  one  year's  dues  or 
less,  at  its  option.  The  changes  before  made  seemed  to  answer  the  de- 
mands from  many  Departments,  and  we  do  not  concur  in  the  necessity 
for  any  further  restrictions  at  this  time. 

We  therefore  report  adversely. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 

By  the  Department  of  Massachusetts. 

Add  to  Paragraph  I,  Section  i,  Article  2,  Chapter  4 :  ** Provided ^  That  no 
Past  Commander-in-Chief,  Past  Vice  Commanders-in-Chief,  who  shall  have 
been  elected  subsequently  to  the  National  Encampment  of  1898,  shall  by  virtue 
of  such  position  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  National  Encampment." 

Add  to  Paragraph  III,  Section  i,  Article  2,  Chapter  4  :  **Prifvided^  That 
no  Past  Department  Commander,  who  shall  have  been  elected  subsequently  to. 
the  National  Encampment  of  1898,  shall  by  virtue  of  such  position  be  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  the  National  Encampment." 

Add  to  Paragraph  I,  Article  II,  Chapter  3  :  "Provided,  That  no  Past 
Department  Commander,  who  shall  have  been  elected  subsequently  to  the 
National  Encampment  of  1898,  shall  by  virtue  of  such  position  be  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  a  Department  Encampment." 

The  majority  of  the  committee  believe  that  it  is  not  necessary  at  this 
time  to  present  any  argument  in  reporting  adversely.    We  simply  refer 
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to  the  records  as  showing  that  the  present  rule  constituting  Past  Depart- 
ment Commanders  members  of  their  Department  Encampments  has 
been  in  force  since  1872,  and  in  relation  to  Commanders-in-Chief  and 
Vi*.«  Commanders-in-Chief  since  1874. 

Comrade  Titus,  of  the  Committee,  presented  a 

MINORITY  REPORT. 

A  minority  of  your  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  "Pro- 
posed Amendments"  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  forwarded  from  the 
Department  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  action  of  this  Encampment,  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following  report  and  recommend  its  adoption. 

Believing  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  im- 
portant and  worthy  of  deliberate  consideration,  the  undersigned  respect- 
fully reports  thereon :  That  this  Encampment  does  direct  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief shall  issue  an  order  to  the  Commanders  of  the  several 
Departments  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  instructing  them  to 
submit  to  the  comrades  of  the  several  departments  the  matter  of  the  said 
'•Proposed  Amendments"  for  their  decision,  *'Yes**  or  **No"  by  ballot 
on  their  adoption  and  that  the  result  of  such  balloting  shall  be  reported 
by  each  Department  Commander  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  on  or 
before  April  ist,  A.  D.  1899,  and  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  reported 
to  the  next  National  Encampment,  for  its  action. 

JOSEPH  A.  TITUS, 

Of  the  Committee, 

A  motion  to  consider  the  minority  report  was  lost,  and  on 
motion  of  Comrade  Allan,  of  Virginia,  the  majority  report  was 
adopted. 

The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  recommends  an  addition  to  the 
burial  service  of  comrades  to  be  used  at  the  home  of  the  deceased. 

We  recommend  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  appoint  a  special  com- 
mittee of  three  to  prepare  a  brief  service  and  if  it  be  approved  by  him^ 
shall  then  be  made  a  part  of  our  services  when  a  new  edition  may  be 
required. 

The  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

There  are  several  propositions  from  Posts  and  individual  members, 
to  render  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  all  who  have  served 
in  the  war  with  Spain.  These  have  not  been  presented  in  accordance 
with  the  law  governing  amendments,  but  if  they  had  been,  the  committee 
would  report  adversely. 

Regarding  the  proposed  change  on  Page  13  of  the  Book  of  Services, 
presented  by  the  Department  of  California  and  Nevada,  we  feel  that  the 
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changes  proposed  in  the  phraseology  of  the  address  are  very  proper  and 
should  be  made.  The  committee  is  unanimous  in  recommending  its 
adoption. 

The  recommendation  was  adopted,  and  theammendment  will  appear 
in  full  in  the  next  edition  of  the  Service  Book. 

R.  B.  BEATH, 
H.  M.  NEVIUS, 
JAMES.  S.  DODGE, 
JOSEPH  A.  TITUS, 
T.  C.  MASTELLER. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  presented 
to  the  Encampment  by  Comrade  Weissert,  Chairman  of  that  Com- 
mittee,  and  the  several  provisions  were  acted  upon  separately  as 
follows : 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in  unanimously. 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  watched  with 
pride  and  satisfaction  the  wise,  conservative,  unselfish,  patriotic  and 
statesmanlike  manner  in  which  our  honored  Comrade  William  Mc- 
Kjnley,  as  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  has  met  every  de- 
mand which  the  recent  trouble  with  Spain  imposed  upon  our  country  ; 
that  his  wisdom  and  prudence,  in  his  endeavors  to  preserve  peace  with 
honor,  as  well  as  the  vigor  and  patriotic  order  with  which  our  Army  and 
Navy  were  equipped  for  the  conflict  when  war  became  imminent,  have 
won  our  hearty  and  unreserved  approval  and  commendation ;  and  re- 
joicing in  the  glorious  termination  of  the  conflict  in  which  our  Country 
has  been  engaged,  we  hereby  express  our  gratitude  not  only  to  our  dis- 
tinguished Comrade,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  but  to  the 
officers  and  men  in  our  land  and  naval  forces  for  their  heroic  conduct 
and  sublime  achievements  for  humanity  and  the  glory  of  our  flag  and 
country. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  and  on  motion  of  Comrade  Cook,  of  Colorado,  the 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Whereas,  As  soldiers  in  the  war  for  the  Union  and  as  comrades  in 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  we  have  noticed  with  regret  and  indig- 
nation the  persistent  and,  as  we  believe,  unwarranted  and  malicious 
attacks  upon  our  distinguished  and  beloved  Comrade,  Russell  A.  Alger  ; 
therefore 

Resolved^  That  from  knowledge  bom  of  our  experience  as  soldiers 
during  four  years  of  active  service,  we  recognize  the  unfailing  energy 
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and  patriotic  devotion  with  which,  as  55ecretary  of  War,  General  Alger 
has  borne  the  weighty  responsibilities  and  performed  the  important 
duties  suddenly  imposed  by  the  recent  war  with  Spain,  creating  and 
maintaining  so  large  an  army  under  such  unfavorable  conditions,  the 
deeds  of  which  not  only  shed  lustre  on  the  American  soldier  but  chal- 
lenge the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world. 

Upon  the  following  : 

Resolved^  That  Admiral  Foote  Post  No.  17.  Department  of  Connec- 
ticut G.  A.  R.,  is  hereby  authorized  to  muster  William  T.  Seward,  late 
Major  U.  S.  Vols.,  who  has  been  regularly  elected  a  member  of  that  Post. 

NOTE. 

William  T.  Seward.  Guilford,  Connecticut,  applied  to  Admiral  Foote  Post 
No.  17,  Department  of  Connecticut,  for  admission  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  was  by  a  large  majority  duly  accepted.  Before  muster  an  appeal 
was  taken,  on  the  ground  that  the  said  William  T.  Seward  had  been  a  member 
of  a  militia  company  in  South  Carolina,  that  served  under  orders  of  Governor 
Pickens  in  harbor  defence  against  the  United  States  and  in  support  of  Beaure- 
gard's siege  of  Fort  Sumpter,  though  not  actually  engaged  in  fighting,  and  who 
left  his  company  after  the  fort  was  reduced  and  came  North,  entering  the  Union 
army  and  rendering  faithful  service  throughout  the  war.  The  Judge  Advocate 
General  decided  this  case  adversely ;  see  page  182,  Case  No.  4,  proceedings  of 
the  31st  National  Encampment.  The  opinion  of  the  Judge  Advocate  Gencxal 
was  approved  by  the  Encampment.  An  appeal  of  the  action  of  the  Judge  Advo- 
cate General,  and  the  31st  National  Encampment,  was  taken  to  the  32nd 
National  Encampment. 

The  committee  find  that  the  soldier  did  not  bear  arms  against  the 
United  States  and  report  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  committee  reported  back  the  preamble  and  resolution  pre- 
sented by  Comrade  Lamprey  of  the  Department  of  Massachusetts 
with  the  following  endorsement : 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  word  *'shair*  in  Chapter  3, 
Article  II,  Section  3,  of  the  rules  and  regulations  is  clearly  mandatory. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  referred  to  are  as  follows  : 

Whereas^  the  word  ''shall"  in  Chapter  3,  Article  II,  Section  3,  of  the  rules 
and  regulations  relating  to  the  election  of  representatives  to  the  Department  of 
representatives  to  the  Department  Encampment,  has  been  misunderstood,  and. 

Whereas^  "shall"  has  always  been  construed  as  being  permissive  and  not 
mandatory,  in  all  similar  uses  in  State  and  National  laws,  therefore. 

Resolved^  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Encampment,  that  the  said  rule  should 
not  be  construed  in  such  a  way  as  to  compel  Posts  to  eltct  representatives,  if  they 
desire  to  wtdve  their  rights  to  representation. 
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Comrade  Lamprey,  of  Massachusetts :  I  move  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  not  adopted,  but  that  the  resolution  be 
adopted  by  this  Encampment. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Negative  motions  are  unneces- 
sary, because  if  you  vote  down  the  proposition  and  adopt  the 
report  of  the  committee,  it  will  accomplish  the  purpose.  The 
question  is  now  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  whether  the  word 
**  shall  "  shall  mean  "  shall  "  or  shall  mean  something  else. 

Comrade  Lamprey  :  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks.  I  will 
not  take  your  time  very  long.  If  you  will  consult  any  dictionary 
you  will  find  that  the  word  **  shall ''  as  often  means,  "  is  expected 
to  be  "  as  it  does  "must."  I  quote  from  our  own  Ru|es  and 
Regulations,  that  "  The  Post  Commander  shall  preside  at  all  of  the 
meetings.'*  Does  that  mean  "  shall  "  ?  It  simply  means,  "  he  is 
expected  to."  The  law  of  New  Hampshire  read  for  one  hundred 
years,  **  every  town  shall  send  one  or  more  representatives,"  yet 
for  one  hundred  years  the  towns  and  cities  voted  repeatedly  not  to 
send  representatives,  and  their  right  was  not  questioned.  The 
word  was  changed  to  **  may  "  and  it  means  just  the  same  thing. 
I  repeat  to  you,  that  up  to  this  time  no  American  citizen  was  ever 
refused  the  right  to  forego  representation  if  he  chose  to.  It  was 
the  right  of  representation  for  which  our  fathers  fought  and  not 
the  duty.  Answer  me,  if  you  ever  heard  anywhere  in  American 
history  where  American  citizens  were  compelled  to  be  represented 
whether  they  wished  to  be  or  not.  You  might  as  well  say  that  after 
they  were  elected  you  could  compel  them  to  go  to  the  Encampment, 
and  compel  them  to  vote  and  to  vote  in  a  certain  way.  When  you 
say  to  a  body  of  American  citizens  that  they  must  be  represented 
whether  they  wish  to  be  or  not,  you  trample  upon  American  rights. 
It  has  never  been  done,  and  if  this  Encampment  puts  that  con- 
struction upon  it  and  gives  to  the  word  *'  shall "  an  interpretation 
that  never  was  put  upon  it  up  to  this  time,  it  will  make  a  serious 
mistake. 

The  State  of  Oregon  to-day  is  only  represented  by  one  Sen- 
ator. At  one  time  there  were  four  States  not  represented,  and 
nobody  questioned  their  right  to  be  unrepresented. 

Comrade  Wagner  :  That  boy  of  mine  was  right  after  all. 
The  Constitution  says  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  skaii 
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be  a  native-born  citizen  of  the  United  States.     Now  the  comrade 
wishes  to  make  that  **  may."     I  am  all  right. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

On  various  petitions  and  letters  submitted  to  the  committee  in 
relation  to  the  Pension  Office  and  Pensions,  the  following  report 
was  presented  and  adopted  : 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolutions  in  relation  to 
the  pension  question,  report  that  they  have  considered  all  of  the  resolu- 
tions respecting  the  subject  matter  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  Encampment  that  in  the 
administration  of  the  pension  laws  abroad,  generous  and  patriotic  con- 
struction of  the  law  should  govern  and  the  law  be  administered  in  the 
spirit  of  justice  and  fairness  in  which  it  was  enacted. 

Resolved,  That  any  effort  to  defeat  the  honest  applicant  for  a  pen- 
sion by  any  subterfuge  rule  or  forced  construction  of  the  law,  which  will 
work  injustice  to  the  applicant,  is  to  be  condemned  by  all  honorable  men. 

Resolvedy  That  in  view  of  the  repeated  complaints  of  the  unfair  con- 
struction of  the  pension  law  and  of  the  making  and  enforcement  of  rules 
which  are  in  violation  of  the  law  and  inimical  to  the  interests  of  appli- 
cants, impels  this  Encampment  to  call  upon  Comrade  William  McKinley, 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  exercise  his  authority  and  to  see  that 
the  law  is  executed  in  a  spirit  of  fairness,  justice  and  liberality,  and  that 
all  rules  which  tend  to  hinder  and  embarrass  the  allowance  of  honest 
pension  claims  be  repealed,  and  that  he  use  his  authority  to  cause  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  execute  the  laws  to  so  perform  their  duty  as  to  do 
justice  to  the  soldier  and  administer  the  law  so  as  not  to  obstruct  the 
prosecution  of  pension  claims  by  technical  legal  requirements  not  within 
the  purview  of  the  law  and  which  are  only  calculated  to  hinder  and  ob- 
struct the  honest  applicant  in  his  eflorts  to  obtain  the  lawful  pension  the 
laws  of  the  nation  entitle  him  to  receive. 

Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  facts  that  two  years  ago 
the  country  was  stirred  to  its  depths  by  the  complaints  of  the  injustices 
of  the  then  administration  of  the  Pension  Bureau.  These  complaints 
were  so  distinct  and  specific  they  furnished  the  basis  of  political  efforts, 
they  were  the  subject  of  emphatic  utterances  by  the  National  Encamp- 
ment, and  beyond  doubt  the  political  campaign  of  1896  was  largely  in- 
fluenced by  the  hope  of  ameliorating  the  harsh  conditions  then  obtaining 
in  the  Pension  Bureau. 

We  submit  that  this  expected  amelioration  has  not  taken  place,  that 
iii  n  J  subican:ial  insiatice  h4i  one  of  t.i^s,:  harsh  rules  been  abrogated, 
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but  every  one  of  them  remains  in  as  full  force  and  effect  as  under  the 
previous  administration.  The  best  illustration  of  this  is  the  odious  rule 
225,  which  was  substituted  for  Raum's  just  rule  164,  to  the  infinite  injury 
of  tens  of  thousands  of  much-deserving  men  and  women. 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  fact  that  certainly  the 
veterans  had  the  right  to  expect  a  very  different  treatment  from  the 
present  Commissioner  of  Pensions  than  they  received  from  his  prede- 
cessors. 

Another  fact  that  it  seems  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  is  that  time 
is  highly  important  to  the  veterans.  The  passing  years  have  a  direful 
acceleration  for  them.  Every  day  brings  them  nearer  the  grave  in  in- 
creasing ratio.  Their  needs  cry  out  more  vociferously  with  every  change 
of  the  moon.  Yet  the  number  of  weekly  allowances  steadily  diminishes 
while  the  Pension  Commissioner  officially  states  that  he  has  635,000 
claims  pending  in  this  Bureau,  of  which  at  least  75,000  have  so  far  re- 
ceived nothing  at  all.  Elsewhere  he  states  that  about  200,000  survivors 
received  no  pensions. 

Yet  very  recently  the  Commissioner  recommended  and  carried 
through  a  reduction  of  100  in  his  force  of  clerks  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  more  than  he  needed.  This  in  face  of  the  fact  that  hardly  a  day 
passes  but  that  somewhere  or  other  in  this  broad  land  the  certificate  ar- 
rives only  in  time  to  be  laid  upon  the  coffin  of  the  claimant. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  1,600  employees  of  the  Pension  Bureau  con- 
tinue the  dreary  round  of  circumlocution  of  pulling  out  the  yellowing 
papers,  adding  a  note  to  the  fading  indorsements,  and  replacing  them  in 
pigeon  holes. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  a  mathematician,  fond  of  curious  calcula- 
tions, that  the  mere  physical  labor  employed  in  these  futile  handlings 
has  been  sufficient  to  have  picked  up  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  its 
proudest  strength,  and  carried  it  bodily  from  Washington  to  Richmond, 

Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  the  Pension  Office  by  which  a  widow  is 
debarred  from  pension  if  she  have  an  income  of  ^roo  per  year  is  unjust 
and  we  ask  the  President  that  the  order  be  abrogated  and  the  minimum 
income  debarring  from  pension  be  fixed  at  not  less  than  $300  per  annum. 
In  this  connection  we  desire  to  inform  the  President  that  very  early  in 
his  administration  it  was  announced  by  a  high  official  in  the  Pension 
Office  that  the  limit  would  be  raised  to  I300  but  it  never  materialized. 

Resolved^  That  we  ask  for  the  re-establishing  of  order  164  which 
was  in  force  under  the  Harrison  regime. 

This  order  in  simple  terms  took  cognizance  in  rating  a  man's  pen- 
sion of  all  the  disabilities  he  suffers  under.  It  was  abrogated  by  the  last 
administration  and  it  was  held  that  to  be  entitled  to  the  lowest  rate  of 
16  per  month  a  comrade  must  have  some  one  disability  which  is  rated  at 
that  amount. 
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If  he  has  three  disabilities  rated  at  ^4  each  he  gets  no  pension  at  all. 
This  iniquitous  rule  is  maintained  up  to  this  hour,  and  we  submit,  is  not 
such  treatment  as  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from  Comrade  William 
McKinley,  and  we  are  confident  that  when  the  time  arrives,  when  he 
in  a  measure  is  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  mighty  matters  of 
National  and  world  wide  importance  he  will  see  that  justice  is  done. 

Resolved^  That  in  construing  the  phrase  inability  to  perform  manual 
labor  it  be  construed  to  mean  inability  to  perform  un-professional  un- 
skilled labor  requiring  muscular  effort  alone. 

Your  committee  respectfully  states  that  it  is  wise  to  receive  even  the 
official  statements  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  with  several  large 
grains  of  allowance.  He  states  in  one  place  that  there  are  75,000  com- 
rades who  have  never  received  a  pension. 

In  another  place  he  places  the  figures  at  200,000.  Comment  is 
unnecessary. 

We  are  aware  that  from  time  to  time  he  issues  glowing  statements 
as  to  the  great  work  he  is  doing  for  the  comrades  in  comparison  to  what 
was  formerly  done,  but  most  of  his  comparisons  are  with  the  administra- 
tions of  Presidents  Grant  and  Hayes,  prior  to  the  act  of  1890,  granting  pen- 
sions after  90  daj's  service  from  disabilities  honorably  incurred  even  after 
the  war. 

He  compares  with  a  period  when  the  sum  total  of  claims  was  only 
300,000,  when  owing  to  the  small  force  in  the  Adjutant-General's  office 
it  took  t^o  years  to  get  a  report  on  the  claimants's  record,  where  now  it 
takes  five  days  only. 

He  compares  his  work  with  the  work  done  when  the  clerks  in  the 
Pension  office  numbered  only  300,  while  he  has  over  1,600.  He  dis- 
creetly refrains  from  giving  prominence  to  the  number  of  his  rejections. 

Our  comrades  living  and  the  widows  of  our  comrades  dead  cry  for 
justice. 

We  voice  their  cry  and  bring  it  to  the  ears  of  our  comrade  in  chief 
authority  over  all  the  land  confident  that  he  will  do  justice. 

On  a  communication  from  *'Pap  Thomas"  Post  No.  30,  Brain- 
ard,  Minnesota,  recommending  that  Ritual  cards  be  printed  in 
larger  type,  the  better  to  accommodate  the  failing  eyesight  of  mem- 
bers. Thq  committee  recommends  that  the  matter  be  referred  to 
the  Council  of  Administration  with  an  affirmative  recommendation, 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Encampment  sustains  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Fletcher  Webster  Post 
No.  13,  of  Brochton,  Mass.,  and  recommends  that  the  Council  of  Adminis- 
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tration  and  the  Department  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Massachu- 
setts, be  authorized  to  restore  the  charter  of  the  Post,  whenever  the 
members  of  the  Post  shall  by  resolution  concede  that  they  erred  in  their 
interpretation  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  promise  to  obey  them 
in  the  future. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the  report. 

Comrade  Bartlett,  of  Massachusetts :  Commander-in-Chief, 
I  would  willingly  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  .the  committee 
were  it  not  for  the  latter  portion  of  it  or  the  interpretation  which 
might  be  placed  upon  that.  I  think  there  should  be  a  wider  scope 
to  that  portion  of  the  recommendation.  As  I  understand  it,  the  reco- 
mendation  is  that  the  charter  may  be  restored  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Council  of  Administration  and  the  Department  Com- 
mander of  Massachusetts,  provided  they  agree  to  the  interpretation 
that  is  placed  upon  the  rules  and  regulations.  I  say,  I  think  a 
wider  scope  should  be  given.  This  question,  as  I  stated  this  morn- 
ing, is,  in  my  opinion,  one  of  vast  importance  and  one  that 
demands  an  immediate  and  just  decision,  because  of  its  far  reaching 
import.  It  is  a  question  into  the  depths  of  which  we  have  not 
gone,  and  into  the  depths  of  which  you  cannot  go  during  the  brief 
session  of  this  encampment.  It  is  not  an  imputation  on  your  intelli- 
gence that  the  most  intelligent  man  of  this  encampment  cannot 
understand  this  question  without  long  and  careful  study.  I  present 
here  this  morning  a  pamphlet  of  sixty-four  pages  which  contains 
only  the  preliminary  proceedings.  What  has  transpired  since 
would  fill  a  pamphlet  of  equal  size.  The  proposition  should  be  given 
a  wider  scope  in  requiring  of  the  Post  any  concession.  It  is  not  a 
question  that  concerns  Fletcher  Webster  Post  alone.  The  annul- 
ment of  this  charter  has  split  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  as 
regards  sentiment  and  sympathy,  and  we  want  to  preserve  the 
integrity  of  the  Department. 

I  came  into  the  position  which  I  now  occupy,  unexpectedly, 
and  some  thought  it  was  a  movement  of  the  radical  faction  but  the 
opposite  faction  have  found  that  I  am  conservative.  They  are  sur- 
prised at  my  conservatism,  so  that  to-day  I  say  that  I  possess  the 
confidence  of  both  factions,  as  regards  this  question,  and  I  believe 
every  other  in  the  department.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  comrade 
of  the  delegation  from  Massachusetts,  who  will  stand  here  and  say 
to  the  contrary.     Even  the  PasuDepartment    Commander  who 
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annulled  the  charter,  said  in  the  committee  on  resolutions  that  he 
was  perfectly  satisfied  to  have  the  matter  referred  to  the  Depart- 
ment-Commander. I  do  not  wish  to  seem  egotistical,  but  I  say 
because  of  the  peculiar  position  in  which  I  am  placed  as  between 
these  two  factions,  if  this  matter  could  be  referred  to  me,  with 
power  to  restore  the  charter,  I  would  do  it,  and  I  would  secure  the 
necessary  concession  from  both.  I  know  I  can  do  it.  Give  me 
this  opportunity.  There  are  so  many  things  that  could  be  said  in 
regard  to  this  that  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin  or  where  to  end. 
I  wish  you  to  refer  this  matter  to  me  and  I  will  settle  it  justly  and 
with  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  all  concerned  and  without  in- 
fringing on  any  one's  rights  or  prerogatives. 

A  Comrade  :  The  comrade  says  his  Council  is  with  him.  If 
his  Council  is  with  him,  the  report  will  put  the  matter  in  exactly 
the  form  he  wants  it  and  he  and  his  Council  can  settle  the  whole 
question. 

Comrade  Bartlett:  There  is  a  provision  in  the  resolution 
that  would  require  long  discussion.  No  concession  ought  to  be 
required  from  that  post  until  it  has  long  and  careful  consideration, 
and  then  it  would  require  diplomacy,  possibly,  to  secure  the  con- 
cession, but  it  can  be  done.  All  things  can  be  righted.  Let  us 
settle  it  now,  right  here  on  the  floor  of  this  Encampment.  And  I 
move  to  amend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Department 
Commander  of  Massachusetts,  and  his  Council  of  Administration 
with  full  power  to  act. 

Comrade  Adams  :  I  dislike  very  much  to  come  in  here  with  a 
Department  fight  on  our  hands,  but  we  are  in  it  and  we  have  got  to 
settle  it,  and  it  is  a  question  that  came  up  under  the  previous 
Department  Commander.  The  issue  was  raised  and  another  element 
is  represented  by  this  good  comrade,  who  has  just  addressed  you. 
We  were  soldiers  in  the  war.  We  swore  to  obey,  and  we  did.  We 
entered  the  Grand  Army ;  we  took  an  obligation  to  obey  the  law- 
ful orders  of  our  superior  officers.  This  thing  is  as  plain  as  can  be 
and  yet  we  have  been  to  them  and  begged  them  for  two  years.  The 
Department  Inspector  went  to  the  Post  and  asked  them  to  say  that 
they  misconstrued  or  misunderstood  the  situation,  but  they  said 
they  would  not.  We  have,  since  we  have  been  in  the  city,  tele- 
graphed  back   to  them  unanimously,  we  liberty  loving  boys  of 
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Massachusetts  that  are  loyal,  have  sent  back  to  them  to  say  "  for 
God's  sake,  do  not  be  foolish  any  longer.  Say  you  will  accept  the 
decision  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,"  which  they  spurned  with 
disdain.  Are  you  going  to  ask  us  to  eat  any  more  dirt  ?  I  do  not 
believe  you  are.  Talk  about  other  Posts  being  affected,  if  there  is 
going  to  be  insubordination  and  the  "tail  is  going  to  wag  the  dog" 
we  had  better  go  out  of  business.  We  cannot  run  the  Grand  Army 
without  laws,  and  rules  and  regulations  and  commanders  who  will 
be  obeyed  in  the  execution  of  the  laws.  That  is  all  the  question 
that  there  is.  The  Department  of  Massachusetts  cannot  settle  this 
thing  any  better  than  we.  They  have  no  information  that  we  have 
not  before  us,  it  is  a  question  of  stubbornness  and  defiance  on  the 
part  of  the  Post.  Their  charter  has  been  annulled ;  they  held  a 
public  meeting  and  were  glad  of  it.  In  the  name  of  God,  why 
should  we  eat  more  dirt,  to  make  them  take  it  back? 

Comrade  Burdett,  of  Potomac :  I  want  to  know  if  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  to 
leave  the  matter  to  him,  does  not  amount  to  a  proposition  to  con- 
stitute him  a  court  of  appeals  for  this  Encampment  ? 

A  Comrade  :  Brockton  Post  has  stated  that  it  has  elected  dele- 
gates since  that  decision. 

Comrade  Deanb,  of  Massachusetts :  Commander-in-Chief  and 
comrades.  The  Department  of  Massachusetts  construed  the  word 
''shall"  in  our  rule  to  be  mandatory,  and  asked  the  Post  to  fill 
their  vacancies.  They  refused  to  do  it  and  we  were  months  and 
months  trying  to  solve  the  question  and  get  out  of  it  in  some  way 
without  bringing  it  before  the  Commander-in-Chief.  When  we 
were  obliged  to  go  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  he  approved  the 
action  of  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  and  said  that  ''shall" 
was  mandatory.  To-day  the  Encampment  has  by  resolution  said 
that  "shall"  is  mandatory,  yet  the  present  Department  Com- 
mander of  Massachusetts,  askes  you  to  make  an  exception  in  the 
case  of  Post  13  and  have  it  read  "  n)ay  "  and  let  them  have  their 
charter  restored  by  his  Council  of  Administration  without  admit- 
ing  that  '*  shall  "  at  that  time  meant  shall.  I  protest  against  this 
being  referred  back  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  unless  the  pro- 
vision is  there,  that  this  Post  shall  admit  that  they  should  have 
elected   their   representatives   to   the    Department    Encampment. 
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What  will  berorae  of  the  Department  Encampment  if  represent- 
atives  are  not  elected,  and  what  will  become  of  the  National 
Encampment  if  there  are  no  Department  Encampments  ? 

Comrade  Wagner,  of  Penna. :  Pardon  me  upon  this  question. 
I  have  read  the  book  of  Comrade  Deane  and  I  had  quite  a  long  talk 
with  some  of  the  comrades,  and  the  impression  left  on  my  mind  is 
this:  that  this  is  a  question  of  electing  representatives  and  a  question 
of  wilful  disobedience  of  orders,  because  they  said  *'we  do  not  believe 
the  orders  to  be  right."  If  a  soldier  ordered  to  go  into  a  fight,  or 
do  anything  else,  has  a  right  to  say  that  he  does  not  consider  the 
order  right  and  therefore  wont  obey  it,  where  are  we  ?  There  must 
be  some  discipline.  The  resolution  as  I  understand  it  is,  that  if 
the  members  of  this  Post  will  resolve  that  they  are  convinced — it 
does  not  make  any  difference  whether  they  are  convinced  or  not — 
will  resolve  that  they  are  wrong  in  refusing  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  Department  Commander,  then  their  charter  can  be  restored. 
What  less  can  we  ask  ? 

Comrade  Bartlett  :  May  I  speak  ? 

The   Commander-in-Chief  :    By  unanimous  consent    only. 
You  have  had  the  floor  once. 

Comrade  Bartlett     Can  I  have  unanimous  consent  ? 

Objections  being  made,  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  put 
and  the  vote  being  in  the  affirmative,  it  was  declared  adopted. 

Upon  the  following  : 

**  Resolved,  That  this  Encampment  heartily  approves  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  George  Washington  Memorial  Associaiion,  organized  by  the 
women  of  America  to  further  the  establishment  of  the  University  of  the 
United  States  to  be  located  in  the  National  Capitol,  in  furtherance  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  the  *  Father  of  our  Country','*  presented  by 
Comrade  John  W.  Oilman,  of  Massachusetts,  the  committee  report : 
'*  Your  committee  are  in  sympathy  with  every  good  work  of  the  loyal 
women  of  America  and  therefore  recomniend  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution."   The  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

On  the  resolution  presented  by  Comrade  Smith,  of  Ohio,  in 
relation  to  providing  color  bearers  and  color  guards  composed  of 
young  and  stalwart  men,  not  members  of  our  order,  the  committee 
recommended  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  legislate  on  the  subject  and 
the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 
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On  the  following  resolution  presented  by  Comrade  Wilde,  of 
Missouri  : 

Resolved^  That  we  favor  the  enactment  by  Congress  of  an  act  setting 
aside  a  day  each  year  to  be  a  National  Holiday,  to  commemorate  the 
victories  of  the  American  Army  on  land  and  sea,  and  that  such  day  be 
the  date  of  the  Declaration  of  Peace  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  matter  be  not  legislated  upon 
at  this  session,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  following  resolution 
presented  by  Comrade  Shocking,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  that  the  public  lands  should  be  given  to 
the  hardy  settlers  who  make  them  fruitful  and  productive,  and  we  ask 
for  favorable  action  on  the  satisfactory  Free  Homes  Bill,  that  has  passed 
the  Senate  and  is  now  pending  before  Congress.  We  ask  this  favor^ 
members  of  the  Grand  Army,  in  the  interest  of  the  thousands  of  old 
soldiers  and  settlers  on  the  public  domain. 

The  committee  reported  back  the  following  resolution  offered 
by  Comrade  Kay,  of  New  York,  and  recommenced  that  as  no  copy 
of  the  bill  referred  to  accompanied  the  resolution,  no  action  should 
be  taken,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  Article  XI,  General  Rules  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  entitled 
**  Politics  "  shall  not  be  construed  as  to  prevent  the  obtaining  of  neces- 
sary legislation  in  any  Village,  County,  Borough,  City,  State  or  National 
Government  giving  and  ensuring  to  Veterans  of  the  War  of  the  Union 
preferment  in  appointment  to,  and  retention  in  the  public  service,  and 
for  promotion  therein. 

Resolved,  That  we  endorse  and  approve  Senate  Bill  No  3256  which 
has  passed  that  body,  and  is  now  pending  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  the  survivors  of  the  war  of  1861-1865. 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  resolution  offered  by 
Comrade  Pugh,  of  Ohio,  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Administra- 
tion, and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  city  in  which  the  Encampment  shall  be 
held,  shall  agree,  as  a  condition  to  its  being  held  there,  to  furnish  for 
each  State  Department,  a  place  which  will  be  convenient  and  com- 
modious for  its  headquarters  and  for  registration  of  the  comrades  of  the 
State  who  may  visit  the  Encampment, 
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The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  again  endorses  the 
proposed  National  Military  Park  at  Vicksbur^r,  and  urgently  petitions 
that  the  bill  for  its  establishment  be  passed  by  the  present  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Past  Commander-in  Chief,  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  Past 
Commander-in-Chief  A.  G.  Weissert,  Past  Commander-in-Chief  John  P. 
Rea,  Past  Senior  Vice-Commander-in  Chief  Nelson  Cole,  Comrade  A. 
Hickenlooper,  Department  of  Ohio,  Comrade  George  F.  McGinnis,  De- 
partment of  Indiana,  Comrade  William  Humphrey,  Department  of 
Michigan,  Comrade  J.  G.  Everest,  Department  of  Illinois,  and  Comrade 
W.  T.  Rigby,  Department  of  Iowa,  be  and  are  hereby  constituted  a  com- 
mittee to  promote  the  prompt  passage  by  Congress  of  the  above  named 
bill ;  and  that  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Department  Commanders,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Grand  Army  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  co- 
operate with  the  committee  in  securing  its  passage. 

Resolved^  That  the  Adjutant-General  be,  and  is  hereby  instructed 
to  send  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  Comrade  William  McKinley, 
President  of  the  United  States  ;  Thomas  B.  Reed,  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives ;  Joseph  R.  Hawley,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Com> 
mittee  on  Military  Aflfairs  ;  and  John  A.  T.  Hull,  Chairman  of  the  House 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution  from  Comrade  A.  Gerard,  Department  of  Texas,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion was  concurred  in. 

Whereas:  A  large  per  cent,  of  ex-Union  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  have  large  families  depending  upon 
them  for  support  and 

Whereas'^^^  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  are  now  of  advanced  age 

Therefore  be  it  Resolved  That  proper  steps  be  taken  through  the 
National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  prepare 
and  present  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  urge  the  passage 
thereof,  a  bill  which  will  provide  in  express  terms  that  an  ex  Union  sol- 
dier, sailor  or  marine  of  said  war,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  United 
States  Gavernment,  and  has  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of  his  office 
in  any  department  thereof,  five  years,  shall  be  required  to  labor  two 
hours  each  day  less  than  any  other  employees  in  the  same  department  of 
said  Cjovernment,  and  any  violation  of  this  act  on  account  of  political 
influence  or  action  by  an  office  holder,  shall  be  punished  by  removal 
from  office. 
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Upon  a  communication  received  from  J.  H.  Hagerty,  acting 
President  of  the  Chaplains'  Association,  Department  of  Missouri, 
congratulatory  in  its  tone  and  tendering  the  services  of  the  Chap- 
lains' Association  in  encouraging  the  enduring  and  needful  virtues 
that  will  sustain  the  Nation  in  her  proud  and  advanced  position, 
the  committee  report  unanimous  approval  of  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed, and  the  action  of  the  committee  was  approved. 

Upon  the  following  resolution  presented  by  Comrade  Pugh, 
of  Ohio,  the  committee  reported  that  they  deemed  it  inexpedient 
to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  and  the  report  was  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  comrades,  which  shall  visit  the  next 
meeting  of  the  United  Confederate  Veterans,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  and 
communicate  to  them  the  greeting  of  this  Encampment  expressing:  its 
sense  of  their  bravery  and  valor  as  soldiers. 

Upon  a  communication  from  the  Department  of  the  Potomac 
recommending  that  the  National  Encampment  urge  the  passage  of 
a  bill  in  Congress  to  provide  for  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac 
River,  in  memory  of  General  Grant,  the  committee  reported, 
recommending  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Department  of 
the  Potomac,  with  the  recommendation  that  that  Department 
having  full  knowledge  of  the  matter,  proceed  to  urge  the  passage  of 
the  bill  upon  Congress,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  presented  by  Comrade  Kay,  of  the  Department  of 
New  York,  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

U^keteas^  Fraternity,  Charity  and  Loyalty,  the  motto  of  our  great 
organization,  is  a  something  of  deep  significance  ;  and 

Whereas ^  The  obligation  of  every  comrade  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  requires  »♦♦♦♦♦  thus  imp>osing  upon 
each  a  bounden  duty,  one  which  he  may  not  escape  from  ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
in  National  Encampment  assembled,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  9, 
1898,  that  any  breach  of  this  duty  in  public  or  private  life  on  the  part  of 
one  or  more  of  our  membership  means  an  injury  to  the  cause  of  the 
veterans,  which  deserves  our  contempt,  a  something  which  we  brand  as 
treason. 

Comrade  Kay,  of  New  York :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  had 
hoped  that  a  question  which  had  involved  a  great  many  years  of 
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my  life  and  sacrifices  more  than  I  would  care  to  recount,  might 
receive  at  the  hands  of  the  committee  on  Resolutions,  better  treat- 
ment than  has  been  given  this  resolution. 

For  sixteen  years  an  effort  has  been  made  in  the  TJnion  at 
large,  to  secure  veterans  the  right  of  preference  in  public  employ- 
ment. For  sixteen  years  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  somt- - 
times  on  one  side,  and  sometimes  on  the  other,  have  passed  it  over 
as  unworthy  of  consideration,  or  in  one  house  it  has  gone  through 
and  not  in  the  other.  It  has  failed  to  become  a  law  simply  because 
it  was  not  intended  that  veterans  should  have  the  preference. 

In  the  mean  time  nearly  all  of  the  states  in  the  Union  have 
passed  laws  which  give  preference  in  public  employment  to  veterans 
of  the  war.  The  bill  was  prepared  by  me  and  sent  to  both  houses, 
to  Mr.  Piatt  in  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Howe,  of  New  York,  in  the 
House,  and  there  referred  to  the  proper  committees.  Sometime 
subsequent  to  that  an  interview  was  granted  to  us  by  the  com- 
mittee, your  Commander-in-Chief  being  one  of  the  number  who 
appeared  before  the  committee  of  the  House.  The  Senate  com- 
mittee reported  the  bill,  striking  out  a  portion  of  it,  which  it  is  not 
necessary  here  to  refer  to,  but  reported  a  bill  which  practically 
gives  preference  in  all  public  employment,  under  the  United  States 
laws,  to  veterans  of  the  war  in  Civil  Service  appointments,  and  it 
also  provides  that  they  shall  noc  be  removed  from  such  positions 
except  for  causes  upon  charges  and  after  hearing.  That  bill  passed 
the  Senate  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  and  went  to  the  House.  In 
the  House  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  and  no  action  was  taken 
until  sometime  afterward.  In  the  meantime,  we  learned  beyond 
the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  bill 
came  from  a  very  high  source,  a  man  who  wore  the  button  of  our 
order,  and  then  an  appeal  was  made  to  him  in  Congress,  in  view 
of  his  obligation  as  a  comrade,  to  recede  from  his  position  and 
permit  this  bill  to  pass.  No  action  was  taken  until  the  7th  day  of 
July,  in  the  House,  when  unanimous  consent  being  asked,  the  bill 
came  up  and  Mr.  Otis,  of  Virginia,  objecting,  the  soldier  was 
deprived  of  any  sort  of  preference  in  public  employment  through 
the  act  of  an  ex-Confederate.  The  next  morning  an  appeal  was 
made  directly  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House.  He  is  a  comrade  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic ;  he  has  sworn  at  the  altar  as  you 
and  I  did,  to  give  such  aid  and  assistance  to  his  comrades  in  arms 
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or  their  widows  and  orphans  as  he  may  do  without  injury  to  him- 
self and  family,  and  I  will  add,  in  the  case  of  a  public  officer,  of 
the  Nation  that  he  serves.  He  absolutely  declined  to  recognize  it. 
I  am  satisfied  beyond  any  question  that  this  obstruction  was  inten- 
tional, and  because  of  that,  without  mentioning  any  names,  this 
resolution  was  introduced.  I  am  going  to  leave  it  to  you  to  say 
whether  or  not  thirty-three  years  after  the  war,  thirty-three  years 
after  these  great  armies  passed  down  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  in 
Washington,  in  grand  review,  you  are  going  to  stand  with  any  man 
who  lets  his  ideas  alone  stand  in  opposition,  those  of  you  who  have 
to  supply  help  to  just  such  men,  from  your  Post  funds,  because  they 
walk  the  streets  and  cannot  obtain  employment  in  either  public  or 
private  life.  I  want  to  lay  this  proposition  before  you,  that  you 
are  not  representing  yourselves.  You  are  representing  that  greater 
body  of  men  who  cannot  travel  thousands  of  miles  and  give  up 
their  time  to  the  consideration  of  these  questions.  They  look  to 
you.  The  work  and  expense  for  this  thing,  since  January  last,  in- 
volving  many  trips  to  Washington;  and  many  earnest  appeals  from 
your  Commander-in-Chief  and  from  the  Departments  by  resolution, 
have  received  no  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 
As  I  said  to  you  I  have  no  desire  to  mention  any  names,  but  in  the 
name  of  Heaven,  considering  the  provision  of  our  ritual  where  the 
Chaplain  says  after  the  obligation  ****** 
I  ask  that  it  be  lived  up  to.  I  did  not  propose  to  have  one  word 
to  say  as  to  the  resolution.  The  matter  appeals  to  each  one  of  you, 
who  has  a  feeling  of  interest  in  the  order,  and  I  am  entirely  willing 
to  leave  it  in  your  charge. 

The  motion  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  was  lost. 

Comrade  Allen  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  lost,  86  voting  in  the  affirmative  and  102  in 
the  negative. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  resolution  is  now  before 
the  Encampment. 

A  comrade  moved  that  the  resolution  be  adopted. 

Comrade  Sample,  of  Pennsylvania :  I  trust  that  this  En- 
campment will  stop  for  a  moment  and  think  what  it  is  going  to  do. 
There  have  been  more  intemperate  utterances  in  this  Encampment 
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than  any  it  has  been  my  pleasure  to  attend  for  years.  The  lan- 
guage contained  in  this  resolution  is  undignified  and  ought  not  to 
be  adopted  by  this  Encampment.  I  am  in  favor  of  going  as  far 
as  Comrade  Kay,  or  any  other  man  upon  the  floor  of  this  Encamp- 
ment, in  the  interest  of  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  but  I  am  not  in  favor  of  surrendering  the  dignity  of  this 
Encampment  in  order  to  gire  expression  to  any  sentiment  of  that 
character.  Let  the  resolution  be  amended  so  that  it  will  become 
a  dignified  body  and  not  a  political  convention. 

Comrade  Griffith,  of  New  York :  Suggest  an  amendment. 

Comrade  Sample  :  It  is  not  my  business  to  do  that.  Let  us 
vote  down  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  language  of  this  resolu- 
tion. Let  us  not  forget  this  fact,  that  all  over  this  country  it  will 
be  heralded  that  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
Republic  has  adopted  language  in  a  resolution  that  would  be  abso- 
lutely unbecoming  a  ward  political  convention.  Let  us  vote  it 
down,  let  us  stop  this  thing  of  sending  out  utterances  that  we  will 
all  be  sorry  for  when  we  see  them  in  cold  type. 

Comrade  Griffith  :  I  am  very  much  surprised  that  the  dis- 
tinguished comrade  from  Pennsylvania,  who  is  heard  on  so  many 
occasions,  is  unable  to  eliminate  the  objectionable  portion  from 
that  particular  resolution.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  man  who  is  en- 
deavoring to  get  employment  from  his  government  that  he  has 
helped  to  save.  We  have  suffered  in  the  city  of  New  York  under 
the  manipulations  of  Tammany  Hall  and  we  want  relief  from  the 
National  Government.  We  want  preference  given  to  worthy  com- 
rades, and  every  two  or  three  years  when  there  is  a  change  in  the 
National  affairs,  we  do  not  wish  to  witness  soldiers  being  marched 
out  and  a  gang  of  heelers  put  in  their  places.  If  there  is  anything 
wrong  in  the  resolution,  point  it  out.  We  have  come  here  year 
after  year  beseeching  this  Encampment  for  resolutions  of  this 
character,  and  on  two  or  three  occasions  you  have  given  them  to 
us.  We  have  gone  with  our  resolutions  to  the  National  Congress 
only  to  be  kicked  out  of  doors.  If  the  language  is  incendiary  and 
undignified,  let  us  cut  out  that  part  of  it,  but  let  us  inform  the 
National  Congress  just  what  we  want.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  calling 
a  spade  a  spade,   but  if  the  word    **  traitor  "  is  objectionable  to 
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yoa»  eliminate  it  from  the  resolution,  but  let  the  National  Congress 
distinctiy  understand  that  there  are  some  of  us  in  this  order  that 
intend  to  stand  by  our  obligations. 

Comrade  Sbarle,  of  Minnesota  :  I  am  in  favor  of  legislation 
such  as  this  Encampment  wants  in  regard  to  the  matter  under  con- 
sideration. We  have  legislation  and  laws  of  that  kind  in  Minne- 
sota, but  the  question  here  is,  whether  this  resolution  should  be 
adopted  as  it  is,  not  what  it  might  be  made  to  be,  and  if  this 
resolution  as  it  is  is  objectionable,  it  ought  not  to  be  passed.  The 
resolution  as  it  is  I  characterize  as  undignified  and  unbecoming 
this  Encampment,  the  same  as  a  large  portion  of  the  resolutions 
upon  the  pension  business,  and  we  belittle  this  Encampment  by 
passing  a  resolution  of  this  character. 

Comrade  Allan,  of  Virginia ;  I  hope  for  the  sake  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  that  we  shall  vote  down  this  resolu- 
tion. We  have  often  in  our  experience  noticed  in  legal  proceed- 
ings the  asking  of  a  question  which  suggested  to  the  witness  the 
answer  and  the  question  is  ruled  out,  but  the  facts  intended  to  be 
adduced  are  placed  upon  the  mind  of  the  witness  and  that  which 
is  sought  for  comes.  Now,  if  you  will  refer  to  what  was  said  by 
Comrade  Kay  in  support  of  this  resolution,  you  will  see  the  rieason 
why  I  appeal  for  the  honor  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in 
the  voting  down  of  this  resolution.  It  is  not  merely  that  the  word 
'*  treason  "  is  there  but  we  have  been  told  to  whom  it  applies,  and 
now  when  objections  arise  we  are  met  with  the  proposition,  we 
will  strike  out  that,  I  have  had  my  say  and  I  have  put  upon  the 
records  who  I  am  after,  the  world  of  Grand  Army  men  will  know, 
and  everybody  else,  that  I  pointed  to  that  grand  old  comrade,  the 
speaker  of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  when  I 
said  he  had  persistently  and  intentionally  refused  to  do  his  duty  as 
a  comrade  in  this  behalf.  You  cannot  segregate  by  emasculating 
your  resolution,  the  intention  which  was  expressed  by  the  comrade 
who  offered  it,  and  I  ask  you  whenever  a  resolution  comes  which 
aims  at  a  gallant  soldier  or  a  distinguished  citizen  whether  by 
inuendo  or  by  direction,  to  sit  down  upon  it,  give  cooling  time  for 
a  year,  and  let  them  come  back  with  a  proper  resolution  to  the 
next  Encampment. 

CoBiRADB  Standford,  of  Wisconsin  Commander-in-Chief, 
If  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representative,  being  a  man  who 
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wears  this  button,  stands  in  the  way  of  doing  justice  to  the  private 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  ranks  like  myself,  he  is  none  too  large  to 
be  reached  by  this  Encampment.  And  I  want  these  comrades  to 
understand  that  if  they  ever  get  anything  in  the  future  it  will  only 
be  by  standing  up  and  demanding  their  rights  from  Congress  and 
State  Legislature.  Less  than  a  year  ago  in  my  own  State,  when  we 
were  discussing  a  political  question  and  I  made  the  remark  that  if 
one  candidate  on  the  ticket  for  governor  should  retire,  we  should 
have  an  old  soldier  in  his  place,  I  was  met  with  the  remark  that  it 
was  time  we  took  a  back  seat  because  we  were  old  back  numbers 
and  they  had  heard  enough  of  it. 

Now  what  have  they  done  to  keep  soldiers  out  of  the  places  ? 
They  have  brought  in  their  laws  of  Civil  Service  reform  and  have 
required  us,  if  we  want  to  hold  a  place  under  the  general  govern- 
ment, to  go  before  a  committee  of  young  school  teachers  and  tell 
where  some  river  originated,  or  where  some  mountain  lies,  or  some 
other  foolish  thing  of  that  kind.  They  know  that  when  that  flag  was 
attacked  in  1861  we  left  school- houses  and  colleges  and  gave  the  best 
years  of  our  lives  for  the  defence  of  that  flag,  which  we  have  put  up 
over  the  school  houses,  and  they  are  using  the  education  which  we 
have  placed  in  their  reach  to  bar  us  from  getting  an  honest  living. 

I  do  not  care  whether  it  is  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  if  they  stand  in 
the  way  of  an  old  man  who  wears  his  button,  from  maintaining 
his  family  and  bringing  up  his  children,  then  we  had  better  reach 
them  by  any  resolution,  worded  in  any  way  so  as  to  make  them 
clear  the  track  and  let  us  get  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from 
Congress  and  Legislature.  If  these  gentlemen  do  not  like  this  reso- 
lution, why  do  they  not  offer  to  amend  it  ?  It  has  used  no  one's 
name.  It  simply  proposes  that  we  should  sweep  from  in  front  of 
us  any  obstruction  of  our  rights. 

Comrade  Coney,  of  Kansas  :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  move  to 
amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  word  '*  treason  "  and  in- 
serting the  following  words  *'  is  a  violation  of  the  obligation  of  a  com- 
rade of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  "  and  add  the  following  : 

Resohed:  That  honorably  discharged  soldiers  or  sailors  are 
entitled  to  preference  of  appointments  in  all  public  employment, 
age  and  physical  disability  being  no  disqualification  where  they  are 
otherwise  qualified. 
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Comrade  Adams,  of  the  Potomac :  I  wish  to  say  in  regards 
to  this  resolution,  that  I  yield  to  no  comrade  on  this  floor  in  my 
zeal  for  the  interests  of  the  veterans  of  the  Union  Army.  I  have, 
with  many  comrades  of  the  city  of  Washington,  been  fighting  for 
fifteen  or  eighteen  years  for  the  interests  of  our  comrades  and  to  sec 
to  it  that  they  have  preference  in  employment  and  in  retention  and 
everything  that  belongs  to  them  and  not  only  the  veterans  them- 
.  selves  but  their  widows  and  orphan  children.  We  have  to-day  on 
the  statute  book,  just  such  legislation  as  that  resolution  demands : 
that  the  veterans  and  their  widows  shall  have  preference  in  appoint- 
ments and  in  retention,  but  that  law  is  a  dead  letter.  We  should 
have,  as  I  said  on  the  floor  of  the  Encampment  at  Louisville,  a 
penalty  for  the  violation  of  the  law,  and  if  we  can  get  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  affix  that  penalty,  the  veterans  will  get  their 
rights.  You  may  pass  such  resolutions  as  this  from  now  until  the 
last  veteran  is  put  under  the  sod  and  unless  there  is  a  penalty 
attached  to  the  violation  of  the  law,  it  will  not  amount  to  anything. 
As  a  high  official  said  to  one  of  our  distinguished  comrades  **!  do 
not  care  a  damn  for  the  statute  law,  there  is  no  penalty  affixed  for 
a  violation  of  it.  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?"  Now  that 
is  just  the  way  the  statute  law  stands  to-day.  Let  us  put  a  penalty 
there  and  work  to  the  end  that  we  get  Congress  to  attach  a  penalty 
for  the  viotation  of  the  statute  and  then  you  will  get  your  rights, 
and  you  will  never  get  them  without. 

Comrade  Dodge,  of  Indiana :  Commander-in-Chief,  I  am 
profoundly  sorry,  I  am  grieved  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  at 
the  intemperate  language  uttered  on  this  floor  by  men  of  apparent 
intelligence.  It  must  be  evident  to  every  listener  and  every  ob- 
server that  there  is  something  back  of  this — that  there  is  something 
beyond  all  this.  These  people  assembled  here  to-day  are  members 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Every  one  of  us  knows  full 
well  that  if  a  comrade  has  violated  the  rules  and  regulations  of  our 
order  the  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic is  not  the  place  to  attack  him  in  his  absence.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  this  resolution  recites  the  truth,  the  absolute  truth,  the  com- 
rades who  have  introduced  it  here  know  that  this  is  not  the  place 
for  it.  I  know  it  to  be  the  part  of  a  gentleman,  the  part  of  an 
ex-soldier  and  the  part  of  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  to  be  open  and  fair  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow- 
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men.  When  any  comrade  of  mine  says  to  me  on  the  floor  of  this 
Encampment  that  this  is  not  a  personal  attack,  he  discredits  his 
intelligence  in  my  estimation.  He  knows  that  it  is  a  personal 
attack.  I  appeal  to  you,  my  comrades,  if  it  be  not  true  that  this 
Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  been  marked 
for  its  personalities  over  and  beyond  any  other  that  has  ever  assem- 
bled in  the  history  of  our  order  ?  And  is  it  not  time  that  a  line 
were  drawn  and  that  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
if  they  do  not  already  know  it,  should  be  here  taught,  that  a  Na- 
tional Encampment  is  not  the  place  to  air  their  personal  griev- 
ances ?  There  is  a  law  upon  the  statute  books  of  the  United  States 
of  America  that  covers  every  feature  of  the  amendment  offered  in 
this  resolution,  but  this  amendment  does  not  change  the  spirit  of 
that  resolution,  neither  does  it  modify  or  qualify  the  animus  that 
underlies  the  introduction  of  that  resolution  in  any  particular 
whatever.  If  the  resolution  is  amended  in  accordance  with  the 
ideas  and  theories  of  my  friend  upon  this  side  of  the  house,  who 
has  conducted  himself  in  a  manner  becoming  a  comrade,  believing 
that  he  is  right  and  endeavoring  to  modify  and  mollify  that  reso- 
lution, I  beg  to  say  to  him,  that  in  my  humble  opinion  he  has  not 
accomplished  his  object.     Let  us  not  whitewash  this  question. 

Comrade  Kay  rose  and  addressed  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

Comrade  Dodge  :    Not   the  question   that   my  comrade  who 
would  interrupt  me  refers  to. 

That  question  that  he  refers  to  brings  nothing  before  this  En- 
campment worthy  of  our  consideration.  If  the  charge  made  in 
that  resolution,  that  some  comrade,  by  his  conduct  while  in  a  high 
official  position,  has  violated  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  course  for  the  comrade  to  take 
is  to  prefer  a  charge  and  give  the  accused  an  opportunity  to  defend 
himself,  I  have  no  right,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  my  comrade 
occupies  a  high  position  to  take  advantage  of  that  high  position 
and  of  his  absence.  He  has  a  right  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  our  order,  to  meet 
his  accuser  face  to  face  and  be  heard  by  himself  and  his  witnesses. 
And  I  do  hope  from  this  time  on  in  this  Encampment  when  a  reso- 
lution comes  before  the  Encampment  that  smacks  of  personalities 
in  any  particular,  even  though  the  subject  matter  might  be  one 
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worthy  of  our  consideration,  that  we  teach  the  comrade  who  would 
introduce  it,  by  voting  it  down,  that  the  next  time  he  presents  a 
resolution  before  this  Encampment,  he  must  bring  it  to  us  with 
clean  hands,  and  he  must  bring  it  to  us  shorn  of  everything  that 
will  disgrace  a  gentleman  and  shorn  of  everything  that  by  reason 
of  disgracing  a  gentleman,  would  disgrace  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

Comrade  Bryant,  of  Wisconsin  :  This  language  is  ungentle- 
manly  and  unjust. 

Comrade  Bell  :  What  is  he  talking  about  ? 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  Which  of  you  comrades  has  been 
recognized  as  having  the  floor  ?  If  you  will  speak  temperately  and 
make  your  proposition  temperately,  the  chair  will  entertain  it. 

Comrade  Bryant  :  I  desire  to  enter  my  protest  to  the  language 
being  used  by  the  comrade  from  Indiana.  He  is  assailing  comrades 
for  using  ungentlemanly  and  uncomradelike  and  intemperate  lan- 
guage and  he  has  gone  into  the  same  vein  himself. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  :  The  point  of  order  is  well  taken  ? 
the  comrade  will  proceed  in  order. 

Comrade  Dodge  :  I  am  very  glad  to  know  that  I  have  been 
understood,  and  if  permitted  to  proceed  a  moment  longer  I  desire 
to  say  that  I  hope  this  amendment  will  be  defeated  for  the  reason 
that  it  carries  with  it  nothing  that  will  cure  the  original  resolution, 
for  the  reason  that  the  original  resolution  does  not  speak  plainly  as 
to  the  object  that  is  to  be  attained,  in  so  far  as  it  desires  to  censure 
some  man  who  is  claimed  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  They  make  a  further  claim  that  it  is  not  personal  and 
does  not  point  plainly  to  the  one  that  is  to  be  censured.  I  beg  you 
to  defeat  it  for  fear  you  may  be  the  one  that  is  to  be  censured.  If 
it  does  point  plainly  to  the  one  that  is  to  be  censured,  then  it  is  a 
personal  matter. 

Comrade  Wagner,  of  Pennsylvania :  We  have  a  law  on  this 
subject  and  a  very  plain  law  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  defend  comrade  Thomas  B.  Reed.  He  is  big  enough  to  take 
care  of  himself,  if  he  were  here.  Probably  resolutions  of  that  sort 
would  not  come  in  if  he  were  here.  It  is  always  well  to  do  our 
judicious  fighting  in  a  judicious  way.     The  rules  and  regulations 
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provide  what  offenses  shall  be  cognizable  by  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  also  provide  that  all  accusations  shall  be  made  in  the 
form  of  charges  and  specifications,  and  shall  be  tried  by  courts 
martial.  With  all  due  respect  to  the  arguments  and  suggestions 
that  have  been  made,  here  is  a  charge  against  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Under  our  rules  it  must  be  by 
charges  and  specifications  which  this  comrade  can  meet,  and  prob- 
ably they  wont  be  made. 

Why  discuss  this  ?  Why  should  we  perfect  a  resolution  who 
are  opposed  to  the  resolution  ?  You  do  not  improve  a  dog  that  is 
mad  by  cutting  off  its  tail.  You  cut  it  off  close  behind  its  ears, 
and  that  is  the  end  of  it.  That  is  the  best  thing  to  do  with  this 
resolution.  If  this  comrade  has  offended  against  the  law,  let  his 
comrades  prefer  the  charges  and  specifications  against  him.  Do 
not  try  a  man  in  a  town-meeting-way  when  he  is  not  here. 

Comrade  Beath  :  I  move  to  strike  out  the  first  sentence  of 
the  amendment.  The  moment  you  attempt  to  attack  a  public 
officer  in  an  Encampment  of  this  kind,  for  acts  which  he  may  con- 
scientiously perform,  that  moment  the  organization  becomes  a  men- 
ace to  the  public.  It  will  do  us  more  harm  than  good.  I  believe  in 
the  part  of  the  resolution  that  the  laws  we  have  now  should  be  en- 
forced, but  to  treat  a  public  officer  in  this  way  for  acts  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty,  will  bring  us  into  public  contempt. 

The  motion  to  amend  the  resolution  was  lost,  and  the  motion 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  the  table  prevailed. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  offered  by  Comrade  Kay,  of  New  York,  and  the  recom- 
mendation was  concurred  in. 

The  resolution  as  to  Senate  Bill  3256  is  as  follows; 

Resolved^  As  to  Senate  Bill  No.  3256  (the  veteran  preference  in  em- 
ployment measure),  referred  to  in  Commander-in-Chief  Gobin's  Address, 
that  the  text  of  the  same  be  promulgated  in  General  Orders,  or  by  cir- 
cular, calling  the  attention  of  all  Department  and  Post  Commanders 
and  comrades  generally  to  this  act  of  justice,  already  too  long  delayed, 
to  the  end  that  the  co-operation  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  may  be  secured  and  its  enactment  into  law  assured 
at  the  session  of  Congress  to  commence  in  December. 

A  comrade  moved  that  the  Encampment  take  a  recess  of  one 
hour  and  a  half,  and  the  motion  was  lost. 
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The  Committee  on  Resolutions  continued  its  report. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution, and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved^  By  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  National  Encamp- 
ment assembled,  that  we  earnestly  believe  that  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
monument  in  the  National  Capitol  to  the  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines 
of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  is  a  high  national  duty,  one  that  should 
strongly  commend  itself  to  the  heart  of  every  patriotic  man  and  woman 
in  the  country,  and  a  duty,  the  performance  of  which  should  be  entered 
upon  at  once  and  pushed  forward  with  the  greatest  energy,  that  its 
execution  may  be  in  time  to  gratify  the  great  number  of  veterans  before 
they  pass  from  the  earth. 

Resolved^  That  we  heartily  approve  of  the  plans  of  the  National 
Re-union  Association  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  aad  we  earnestly 
appeal  to  every  veteran,  wife,  widow,  son  and  daughter  of  a  veteran  in 
the  United  States  to  give  the  project  his  or  her  strongest  sympathy  and 
support,  and  all  assistance  possible  in  the  way  of  raising  contributions. 
We  urgently  solicit  the  cordial  help  of  every  patriotic  man  and  woman 
in  the  whdle  country  toward  making  the  monument  the  grandest  the 
world  has  ever  seen. 

Upon  various  petitions,  resolutions,  etc.,  asking  for  the  return 
of  Confederate  battle  flags,  the  committee  reported  as  follows,  and 
the  report  was  adopted  : 

The  committee,  on  this  subject,  adopts  the  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  his  address  and  deem 
legislation  unnecessary. 

Upon  the  petition  asking  for  the  restoration  as  a  Past  Depart- 
ment Commander  of  Comrade  George  T.  Hodges,  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  the  committee  reported  as 
follows,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  papers  in  this  case  appear  to  be  in  accordance  with  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  and  your  committee  recommends  that  if  it 
shall  be  so  reported  upon  examination  by  the  Judge  Advocate- 
General,  then  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  empowered  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  this  petitioner. 

The  petition  recited  that  Comrade  Hodges  was  elected  De- 
partment Commander  in  March,  1890,  and  served  two  years ;  that 
in  1 89 1  he  removed  from  the  department  and  in  1892  took  a 
transfer  card,  he  then  holding  a  Government  position ;  that  he 
moved  from  place  to  place  for  some  years  and  did  not  join  any 
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Post;  that  in  February,  1897,  he  returned  and  again  settled  in 
New  Orleans  and  rejoined  Post  No.  i,  on  March  5th,  1897,  and  is 
now  a  member  in  good  standing ;  that  the  Department  Encamp- 
ment had  acted  favorably  upon  the  matter. 

Upon  the  following  report  of  the  special  committee  in  relation 
to  Fredericksburg  National  Park,  etc.,  the  committee  recommended 
that  the  report  be  received  and  the  committee  continued  for  another 
year,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Richmond,  Va.,  September  i,  1898. 
To  the  Thiriy-second  National  Encampment^  G,  A,  R,^  Cincinnati^  O^ 
The  committee  appointed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  under  General 
Orders  issued  from  National  Headquarters,  for  the  purpose  of  co-opera- 
tion in  furthering  the  plans  for  the  preservation  of  the  historic  battle- 
fields around  the  City  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

Your  committee,  acting  in  co-operation  with  the  organization  known 
as  the  Fredericksburg  and  adjacent  National  Battlefields  Park  Associa- 
tion, have,  since  their  appointment,  presented  to  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  a  petition  or  memorial  in  favor 
of  the  action  proposed  in  the  bill  now  pending  before  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  looking  to  the  preservation  of  the  sacred  memories 
which  cluster  around  the  battlefields  of  carnage  and  blood  in  and  around 
Fredericksburg.  A  copy  of  the  memonal  of  your  committee,  which  wa 
presented  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  by  Hon.  J.  C.  Burrows,  of 
Michigan,  and  on  May  10,  1898,  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  is  appended  hereto  as  part  of  this  report 
Your  committee  have  been  gratified  at  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  and  but  for  the  recent  struggle 
in  which  our  Country  has  been  involved  with  a  foreign  power,  they  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  favorable  action  would  have  been  taken  by 
the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  question  will  be  taken  up  by  Congress  at  its  next  session  and 
your  committee  respectfully  recommend  either  the  continuance  of  the 
same,  or  the  appointment  of  a  new  commiitee,  to  continue  the  work  of 
co-operation,  for  which  they  were  appointed.  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted  in  F.  C.  &  L. 

EDGAR  ALLAN,  Chairman, 
LEO.  RASSIEUR. 
DANIEL  R.  BALLOU, 
HENRY  E.  TAINTOR, 
DAN.  A.  GROSVENOR, 
ALBERT  E.  SHOLES, 
PETER  B.  AVARS, 

Committee . 
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Upon  the  preamble  and  resolution  from  the  Woman'^  Relief 
Corps,  as  follows : 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  7,  1898. 

Whereas,  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  was  organized  for  the  specific  purpose  of  caring  for  the 
destitute  dependents  of  the  Union  Veterans  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  to  inculcate  lessons  of  patriotism  and  love  of  Country  among  our 
children  and  in  the  communities  in  which  we  live  ;  and 

If^hereas,  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has  officially  recognized 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  as  its  auxiliary ;  and 

If^AereaSf  The  Spanish-American  War  just  closed,  has  left  many 
brave  men  and  their  families  in  need  of  assistance,  who  because  of 
sickness  and  suffering,  are  appealing  to  the  sympathetic  hearts,  as  well 
as  the  ready  purses  of  our  loyal  American  women  ;  and 

l^hereas.  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  by  reason  of  years  of  exper- 
ience in  the  cause  of  the  suffering  and  needy  defenders  of  our  flag,  are 
eminently  qualified  to  meet  the  demands  in  its  line  of  duty  caused  by 
the  recent  war  ;  and 

fVhereas,  The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  is  loyal  first,  last  and  all  the 
time  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  therefore  could  not  con- 
sider the  enlarging  of  its  field  of  usefulness,  or  making  any  radical 
change  in  its  fundamental  laws,  without  the  full  approval  of  that 
or;ganization,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  would  most  respectfully 
request  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  now  in  En- 
campment assembled,  that  it  may  so  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
National  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  in  order  that  those  who  by  reason  of 
sufferings  caused  by  the  Spanish  American  War,  may  receive  assistance 
from  the  relief  funds  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps. 

Prepared  by  action  of  the  National  Council,  W.  R.  C,  and  respect- 
fully submitted  by  the  comniittee. 

ELIZABETH  D'ARCY  KINNE, 
EMMA  STARK  HAMPTON, 
ANNIE  WITTENMEYER. 

The  committee  reported  as  follows:  The  committee  would 
simply  express  their  sympathy  with  the  women  in  their  movement. 

Comrade  Griffith,  of  New  York :  The  ladies  have  quite  a 
sum  of  money  and  feel  it  their  duty  to  come  to  us  and  ask  for  our 
approval  of  their  action,  and  it  is  but  little  for  us  to  do  to  approve 
that. 
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Comrade  Wagner  :  I  move  the  following  as  a  substitute  for 
the  report  of  the  committee : 

The  National  Encampment  has  no  objections  to  any  change  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  that  they  desire  to 
make. 

The  motion  of  Comrad  Wagner  prevailed. 

The  committee  reported  back  various  resolutions,  communica- 
tions, protests,  etc.,  in  relation  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  on  the  part  of  those  who  served  the  United  States 
in  the  Spanish-American  War,  and  recommended  that  the  matter  be 
postponed  for  one  year. 

Comrade  Laugh lin,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  whole  matter  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions,  presented  by  Comrade  Wagner,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted  by  the  Encamp- 
ment. 

Resolved^  That  the  work  of  establishing  the  Gettysburg  National 
Military  Park,  and  the  preservation  and  care  of  that  great  battlefield  is 
worthy  of  the  support  of  every  patriotic  citizen  ;  that  the  prominent 
features  o\  the  plan  to  locate  and  mark  the  battle  lines  and  positions  of 
all  the  commands  in  the  contending  armies  has  our  hearty  approbation  ; 
further, 

Resolved^  That  we  are  gratified  that  the  Commissioners,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  are  pushing  the  work  of  marking 
the  lines  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  as  rapidly  as  the  title  to  the 
necessary  land  can  be  secured  by  the  United  States  ;  further, 

Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  limited  appropriations,  the  progress 
which  the  Commissioners  have  already  made  and  the  stability  arfd  ex- 
cellence of  the  work  already  done  commands  the  admiration  of  every 
soldier,  and  we  trust  that  Congress  will  be  liberal  in  granting  the  funds 
to  complete  this  great  work  according  to  the  plans  adopted.  The  result 
will  be  grandly  monumental,  and  must  awaken  sentiments  of  pride  and 
patriotism  in  every  true  American  heart. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  properly  certified,  be 
forwarded  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

Upon  the  preamble  and  resolution  from  the  Department  of 
Ohio,  reciting  that  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  Department 
Encampment  of  that  Department  to  erect  a  monument  to   th^ 
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memory  of  Edwin  M.  Stanton,  the  committee  reported  that  it  ap- 
proved the  sentiments  which  dictated  this  movement  and  would 
commend  the  action  taken  by  the  Department  of  Ohio,  and  the 
report  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommend  that  a  communication  from  the 
Department  of  the  Potomac,  recommending  the  passage  of  House 
Bill  No.  4599,  being  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  to  provide  for  the  pres- 
ervation and  custody  of  the  Jlccords  of  the  Volunteer  Armies,  etc., 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  following  resolution 
offered  by  Comrade  Smock,  of  Indiana,  be  referred  to  the  incoming 
Commander-in-Chief  with  an  affirmative  recommendation,  and  the 
report  was  concurred  in. 

Resolved^  That  in  all  parades  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  dur- 
ing the  National  Encampment,  the  line  of  march  from  the  starting  point 
to  the  reviewing  stand  shall  not  exceed  one  mile  in  length. 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions  offered  by  E.  P.  Fair,  South  Dakota,  provided  that  no 
expense  should  be  incurred  by  the  National  Encampment,  and  the 
report  was  adopted. 

Resolved^  By  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  national  camp  as- 
sembled, that  our  representatives  in  Congress  are  hereby  respectfully 
but  earnestly  urged  to  support  the  bill  now  pending  providing  for  the 
location  of  a  branch  soldier's  home  at  Hot  Springs,  South  Dakota,  to 
be  equipped  for  and  known  as  the  Sanitarium  for  the  System  of  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  Homes  throughout  the  country.    And  be  it  further 

Resolved^  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  is  hereby  authorized  aud  directed  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
seven  comrades  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  wait  upon  Congress  and  pre- 
sent in  proper  form  and  manner  the  merits  of  the  proposition  in  the 
foregoing  resolutions. 

Upon  a  proposition  from  the  Department  of  Illinois,  urging 
that  a  pension  be  granted  to  General  Peter  J.  Osterhaus,  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief,  to  pursue  such  course  as  he  might  deem  proper  ;  and  the 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 

Upon  resolutions  offered  by  Comrade  Partridge,  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Illinois,  the  committee  reported  ; 
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We  deem  it  inadvisable  to  legislate  upon  the  subject ;  and  the 
recommendation  was  concurred  in. 
The  resolutions  were  as  follows  • 

Resolved^  That  the  Quartermaster-General  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  include  in  blank  forms  of  requisition  issued  by  him  to  De- 
partments, the  certificate  of  membership  heretofore  adopted  by  direction 
of  the  Twenty-first  Encampment,  and  the  Adjutant  General  is  directed 
to  prepare  and  distribute  with  General  Orders,  a  circular  calling  atten- 
tion of  Comrades  to  this  certificate. 

Resolved^  Further,  that  the  Quartermaster-General  be  authorized  to 
purchase  as  many  copies  of  the  certificate  as  he  may  judge  necessary, 
or  he  may  have  them  delivered  directly  to  Departments  by  the  publisher, 
and  no  obligation  shall  be  entered  into  to  pay  any  sum  beyond  such 
price  as  may  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Quartermaster-General  and 
the  publisher  for  copies  actually  ordered,  not  to  exceed  15  cents  per  copy 

Comrade  Wagner  moved  that  all  special  committees  appointed 
during  the  coming  year  shall  attend  to  their  duties  without  expense 
to  the  National  Encampment,  unless  specially  authorized  by  the 
Council  of  Administration  to  spend  money,  and  the  motion  pre- 
vailed. 

The  following  resolution  was  presented  by  Comrade  Armstrong, 
of  Indiana,  and  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  recognizes  the 
efficient  and  timely  work  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  the  National  Relief 
Association  and  all  other  organizations  for  the  relief  and  succor  of  the 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  War  with  Spain,  and  that  we  heartily 
commend  the  humanely  patriotic  labors  of  the  women  of  the  Country 
rendered  in  their  homes,  in  camps,  and  hospitals,  and  assure  them  of 
our  most  grateful  appreciation. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Blackmar,  of  Mass.,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  heretofore  presented  to  the  Encampment, 
and  the  consideration  of  which  report  was  postponed,  was  adopted. 

Comrade  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the  following 
resolution  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Encampment  hereby  expresses  its  great  appre- 
ciation of  the  reception  given  to  the  Grand  Army,  by  the  municipal 
authorities  of  Cincinnati  and  the  people  of  the  Queen  City  generally, 
and  our  heartfelt  thanks  are  due  and  tendered  to  the  Citizen's  Committee 
and  their  co-workers  for  their  faithful  and  patriotic  efforts  which  have 
accomplished  so  much  for  the  comfort,  safety  and  enjoyment,  which 
have  been  ours  during  our  stay  here. 
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Comrade  Weisscrt,  Past  Commander-in-Chief,  presented  the 
following  resolution  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote. 

Resolved,  That  the  Adjutant-General  be  directed  to  prepare  and 
enter  ui^oa  the  journal  a  proper  minute  expressive  of  the  deep  regret  of 
the  members  of  the  National  Encampment  that  Past  Commander-in- 
Chief  Wheelock  G.  Veazey  has  been  removed  from  our  councils  by 
deatn,  and  the  Adjutant-General  is  also  instructed  to  have  such  minute 
properly  engrossed  and  presented  to  the  family  ot  our  dead  comrade. 

Comrade  Bryant,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  an  engraving  of 
Past  Commander-rn -Chief  Veazey  be  inserted  in  the  Journal,  and 
the  motion  prevailed. 

Comrade  Bryant,  of  Wisconsin,  moved  that  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution  be  adopted. 

Whereas,  By  reason  of  the  removal  of  Griff  J.  Thomas,  Past  De- 
partment Commander  of  Wisconsin  from  that  State,  and  by  reason  ol 
notice  failing  to  reach  him,  he  was  dropped  from  the  roll  of  John  H. 
Williams  Post,  No.  4,  Department  of  Wisconsin,  G.  A.  R.,  and 

Whereas,  Said  Griff  J.  Thomas  was  duly  and  honorably  restored  to 
the  rolls  of  John  H.  Williams  Post  No.  4  at  the  Thirty-second  Annual 
Encampment  of  the  Department  of  Wisconsin  G.  A.  R.,  held  at  Apple- 
ton,  Wisconsin,  May  25ih  and  26th,  1898,  the  said  John  H.  Williams 
Post  No.  4  memorialized  said  Department,  asking  that  said  Griff  J. 
Thomas  be  re-instated  as  Past  Commander,  and 

l^hereas.  Said  recommendation  was  by  resolution  duly  concurred  in 
by  said  Department,  now,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  honors  of  Past  Department  Commander  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  restored  to  the  said  comrade,  Griff  J.  Thomas. 

Comrade  Beath  moved  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  Judge  Advocate-General  with  instructions  to 
restore  the  comrade  if  in  accordance  with  the  law  of  the  Order,  and 
the  motion  prevailed. 

The  following  resolution  offered  by  Comrade  Cummins  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Encampment  sustains  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Fletcher  Webster  Post 
No.  13,  of  Brockton,  Mass.,  and  recommends  that  the  Council  of  Admin- 
istration and  the  Department  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Mass- 
achusetts be  authorized  to  restore  the  charter  of  the  Post  whenever  the 
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members  of  the  Post  shall  by  resolution  concede  that  they  erred  in  their 
interpretation  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  promise  to  obey  them 
in  the  future. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  appointed  as  a  Committee  on  Testi- 
monials to  the  Adjutant-General  and  Quartermaster- General,  Com- 
rades Armstrong  of  Indiana,  Scott  of  Illinois,  Ayars  of  Delaware, 
Sterrett  of  Missouri  and  Lovett  of  New  Jersey. 

The  newly  elected  officers  were  then  installed  by  Comrade 
Louis  Wagner,  Past  Commander-in-Chief,  assisted  by  Past  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, Thomas  G.  Lawler. 

A  committee  of  ladies  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  being 
introduced,  presented  to  the  newly  elected  Commander-in-Chief  a 
beautiful  bouquet  of  roses. 

Commander-in-Chief  Sexton,  responded  to  the  presentation  in 
fitting  terms. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Mastellar,  the  thanks  of  the  Encamp- 
ment were  extended  to  Past  Commander-in-Chief  Gobin,  for  the 
ability,  fairness  and  impartiality  with  which  he  has  presided  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  Encampment. 

On  motion  of  Comrade  Beath,  the  following  resolution  was 
adoped : 

Resolved^  That  unless  satisfactory  guarantee  of  railroad  rates  to 
the  place  selected  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  National  Encampment  not 
exceeding  a  rate  of  one  cent  a  mile  with  a  reasonable  time  limit  to 
tickets  prior  to  and  succeeding  the  dates  assigned  to  the  meeting  ;  and 
a  similar  satisfactory  guarantee  against  increased  hotel  rates  be  filed 
with  the  Commander-in-Chief  not  later  than  February  i,  then  the 
National  Council  of  Administration  is  instructed  to  locate  the  Encamp- 
ment at  such  other  place  of  convenient  access  as  offers  most  favorable 
rates  ;  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  by  General  Orders  recommend 
that  the  parade  and  other  features  tending  to  draw  such  large  numbers 
be  dispensed  with,  and  arrangements  be  made  only  for  the  attendance  of 
members  of  the  National  Encampment. 

The  Encampment  was  then  closed  with  a  benediction  by  the 
Chaplain-in-Chief  in  the  following  terms  : 

*•  And  now  our  Father  as  we  go  out  from  this  place,  we  lay  our 
hands  in  Thine  and  ask  Thee  to  lead  us.  If  we  are  never  again  to  meet 
on  earth  may  it  be  our  happy  lot,  in  that  land  upon  whose  beautiful 
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shore  there  rests  no  shadow  and  falls  no  stain,  where  those  who  meet 
shall  part  no  more,  and  those  long  parted  meet  again,  to  greet  one 
another  in  peace  and  joy,  and  the  glory  shall  be  Thine  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen." 

The  Commander-in-Chief  thereupon  declared  the  Thirty- 
secdnd  National  Encampment  ot  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public closed. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 


Gbneral  Orders,  1 


Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  \ 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.  August  27,  1897. 

IDERS,  \ 

No.  I. 

I.  Having  been  elected  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  at  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment,  held  at  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  August  26th  and  27th,  1897,  ^nd  duly  installed.  I  assume  the 
duties  of  the  office  with  a  full  realization  of  the  responsibilities  devolving 
upon  me.  My  best  efforts  shall  be  put  forth  to  advance  the  Order  in 
usefulness'  and  increase  its  membership,  and  to  faithfully  and  economi. 
cally  administer  its  affairs. 

II.  The  following  appointments  are  hereby  announced : 

Adjutant"  General^ 

Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Post  No.  11,  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 

(P.  O.  Norristown,  Pa.) 

Quartermaster-  Generate 
Charles  Burrows,  Post  No.  28,  Department  of  New  Jersey. 
(P.  O.  Rutherford,  N.J.) 
They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

In  justice  to  the  comrades  appointed  as  Adjutant-General  and  Quar- 
termaster-General, and  In  line  with  an  economical  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  th^  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  the  Commander-in-Chief 
takes  pleasure  in  announcing  that  they  will  serve  in  their  respective 
positions  without  salary. 

III.  Headquarters  are  established  at  Independence  Hall,  S.  W.  cor. 
Fifth  and  Chestnut  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

IV.  All  official  communications  will  be  addressed  to  Thomas  J. 
Stewart,  Adjutant-General,  Fifth  and  Chestnut  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

V.  All  requisitions  for  supplies  must  be  accompanied  by  draft,  check 
or  money  order,  drawn  to  order  of  Charles  Burrows,  Quartermaster- 
General,  and  addressed  to  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Adjutant-General,  Fifth 
and  Chestnut  Streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Requisitions  or  remittances 
must  not  be  sent  direct  to  the  Quartermaster-General. 

J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Commander-  in-  Chief, 
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Headquartbrs,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  ) 

General  Orders,  )  Independence  Hall,  j- 

No.  2.  i  Philadelphia,  Octobers,  1897. j 

I.  At  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  held  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  26th  and  27th,  1897,  the 
following  comrades  were  elected  to  the  offices  designated  below: — 

Commander-in'  Chiefs 
John  P.  S.  Gobin,  Lebanon,  Penna. 

Senior  Vice  Commander-in- Chief y 
Alfred  Lyth,  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Junior  Vice  Commander -in- Chiefs 
Francis  B.  Allen,  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

Surgeon  Generaly 
David  McKay,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Otaplain-in- Chief 
Rev.  Frank  C.  Bruner,  Chicago,  Illinois, 

National  Council  0/  Adminisfraiion, 
(one  from  each  Department. ) 

Alabama M.  D.  Wickersham  .    .  Mobile 

Arizona W.  M.  Moore     ....  Tucson 

Arkansas G.  W.  Clark Little  Rock 

California  and  Nevada     .    .  Chas.  A.  Woodruft    .    . 

(Address  Governor's  Island,  N.  Y.) 
Colorado  and  Wyoming    .    .  Byron  L.  Carr    ....  Denver 

Connecticut J.  H.  Thacher    ....  Hartford 

Delaware EUwood  Craig    ....  Wilmington 

Florida T.  Sv  Wilmarth  ....  Jacksonville 

Georgia James  O.  Ladd  ....  Summerville 

Idaho Judson  SpofTord     .    .    .  Boise 

lUinoU    .    .    . Thos.  W.Scott  .    .    .    .Fairfield 

Indiana Wm.  H.  Armstrong  .    .  Indianapolis 

Indian  Territory Robt.  W.  Hill    ....  Muskogee 

Address  Canandaigua,  N.  V. 

Iowa Luman  L.  Cadwell    .    .  Decorah 

Kansas Homer  W.  Pond   .    .    .  Fort  Scott 

Kentucky Jos.  H.  Browning  .    .    .  Louisville 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi     .  Paul  Bruce New  Orleans,  I^. 

Maine Herbert  R.  Sargent    .    .  Portland 

Maryland Marion  A.  Brian    .    .    .  Baltimore 

Castotn  House 

Massachusetts W.  W.  Blackmar   .    .    .  Boston 

72  Commonwealth  Avenue 

Michigan William  Jibb Monroe 

Minnesota D.  B.  Searle St.  Cloud 
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Missouri F.  M.  Sterrett     ....  St.  Louis 

6900  Clayton  Avenue 

Montana John  Halahard  .    .        .  Anaconda 

Nebraska L.  J.  Horton Stanton 

New  Hampshire Albert  L.  Hall   ....  Newport 

New  Jersey J.  J.  Kents Trenton 

New  Mexico Hiram  Craropton    .    .    .  Santa  Fe 

New  York  . James  Owens New  York 

227  East  124th  Street 
North  Dakota P.  Latourette Lakota 

Ohio E.  R.  Monfort    ....  Cincinnati 

918  Forakcr  Avenue 

Oklahoma W.  H.  Baker Ponca  City 

Oregon T.  C.  Smith Salem 

Pennsylvania William  H.  Graham  .    .  Pittsburg 

Potomac N.  B.  Prentice    ....  Washington 

Rhode  Island     ......  Nelson  W.  Viall    .   .   .  Howard 

South  Dakota J.  A.  Pickler Faulkton 

Tennessee Charles  W.  Biese  .   .   ,  Chattanooga 

Texas J.  W.  Ayrcs Dallas 

Utah •.    .  E.  W.  Tatlock    ....  Salt  Lake  City 

Vermont S.H.Wood St.  Albans 

Virginia  and  21.  Carolina    .  James  E.  Fuller  ....  Norfolk,  Va. 
Washington  and  Alaska   .    .  H.  E.  Famsworth  .   .    .  Pomeroy,  Washington 

West  Virginia W.  C.  Leonard  ....  Parkersburg 

Wisconsin O.  W.  Carlson  ....  Milwaukee 

n.  The  following  additional  appointments  on  the  staff  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief are  hereby  announced. 

Inspector-  General^ 

Alonzo  Williams,  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Judge  AdvQcate- General^ 

£11  Torrance,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota. 

Senior  Aid-de- Campy 

Milton  A.  Gherst,  Lebanon.  Pa. 

They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

HL  The  Jtidge  Advocate  General  will  only  act  officially  on  such 
matters,  and  in  such  cases  as  may  be  referred  to  him  by  the  Commander- 
in-Chief. 

IV.  The  Commander-in-Chief,  the  Adjutant  General,  the  Quarter- 
master General,  and  the  following  named  members  of  the  National 
Council  of  Admistration,  will  constitute  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
National  Council  of  Administration. 

E.  R.  Monfort,  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  (918  Foraker  Ave.) 

F.  M.  Sterrett,  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  (6900  Clayton  Ave.) 
VVm.  H.  Armstrong,  Indianopolis,  Indiana. 
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Robt.  W.  Hill, Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  (member  from  Indian  Territory.) 
Thos.  W.  Scott,  Fairfield,  Illinois. 
Luman  L.  Cad  well,  Decorah,  Iowa. 
Ellwood  Craig,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

They  will  meet  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 


V.  The-Commander-in-Chief  announces  with  feelings  of  sadness  the 
sudden  death,  on  September  i6th,  1897,  of  Department  Commander 
Emanuel  Sands,  of  the  Department  of  New  Jersey. 

VI.  The  following  changes  were  made  in  the  rules  and  regulations  at 
the  Thirty-first  Session  of  the  National  Encampment : 

Rank  strap  of  Assistant  Inspector  General  chznged  from  sVver  leaf  to 
silver  eagle. 

Section  4,  Article  2,  Chapter  2,  amended  to  read :  ** After  the  reading 
* 'of  the  report  the  Commander  shall  give  opportunity  to  any  comrade 
"having  objections  to  the  election  of  the  applicant  to  state  the  same 
"after  which  a  ballot  with  ball  ballots  shall  be  had.  One  black  ball  for 
'* every  ten  balls  deposited  shall  be  necessary  to  reject.  If  a  less  number  of  black 
*'balls  than  above  provided  be  cast,  the  candidate  shall  be  declared  elected^  and 
"no  reconsideration  of  a  ballot  shall  be  had  after  the  Commander  has 
''announced  the  result  thereof.  But  should  the  result  of  the  ballot  be 
"unfavorable,  and  the  Commander  suspect  any  mistake,  he  may  at  his 
"discretion,  before  declaring  the  vote,  order  a  second  ballot,  the  result 
"ofwhich  shall  be  final." 

Section  i,  Article  5,  Chapter  5,  changed  to  read  as  follows: 

An  annua]  inspection  oi  each  Post  shall  be  made  between  September 
first  and  December  thirty 'firsth^  the  Assistant  Inspector,  Department  officer, 
or  other  comrade  assigned  to  such  duty,  the  report  of  the  same  to  be 
made  to  the  Inspector  ol  the  Department  within  thirty  days  after  the 
inspection. 

Such  additional  inspections  shall  be  made  as  the  Commander  may 
deem  necessary  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Inspector,  or  when 
directed  by  the  Inspector  General. 

The  Inspector  shall  consolidate  the  reports  of  his  assistants  for  the 
information  of  the  Commander,  and  shall  furnish  a  5w//iw/io'  of  such  report 
to  the  Inspector  General  within  thirty  days  after  the  completion  of  the 
inspection  of  the  Department.    (Changes  in  italics) 

VII.  Comrades  and  Posts  are  warned  against  a  woman,  giving  the 
name]  of  Mrs.  J.  F.  Willetts  or  Mrs.  J.  F.  Wallace,  who  claims  to  have 
lost  her  money,  and  secures  loans  "until  she  hears  from  her  husband," 
claims  to  be  from  California,  and  that  her  husband  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
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Vlll.  Post  No.  26,  Department  of  Indiana,  reports  J.  W.  Patton,  who 
claims  to  be  from  Pittsburg,  and  a  member  of  Post  No.  41,  Department 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  who  is  traveling  for  the  Easel  Monument  Associa- 
tion, of  Chicago,  as  a  fraud.    Comrades  are  warned  against  him. 

By  command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Commander-in"  Chief, 

THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Adjutant  General. 


General  Prders,)  Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
y  Independence  Hall, 

No.  3.  J  Philadelphia,  November  24,  1897. 

I.  The  Committee  011  Address  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  their 
report  to  the  National  Encampment,  and  which  report  was  adopted,  ad- 
vise the  continuance  of  the  Committee  on  School  Histories. 

The  Committee,  in  compliance  with  the  action  of  the  Encampment,  is 
continued  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  originally  assigned  them. 
The  Committee  is  as  follows  : 

A.  O.  Marsh,  Winchester,  Indiana  M.  N.  Dickinson,  Warrensburg,  N.  Y 

Thomas  G.  Sample,  Allegheny,  Pa.  W.  M.  Olin,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  D.  C.  Milner,  Chicago,  111. 

II.  The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  National  Encamp- 
ment : 

Resolved^  That*  a  Committee  of  seven  members  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  be  appointed  by  the  incoming  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  purpose  of 
co-operation  in  furthering  the  plans  proposed  for  the  preservation  of  the  historic 
battle-fields  around  the  City  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.  Provided^  That  said  Com- 
mittee shall  act  without  any  cost  or  expense  to  the  National  Encampment  of  the 
G.  A.  R.     In  conformity  therewith,  rhe  following  Committee  is  appointed : 

Edgar  Allan,  Richmond,  Virginia.  Albert  E.  Sholes,  Atlanta,  Georgia 

Leo.  Rassieur,  St.  Louis,  Missouri  Henry  E.  Taintor,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Daniel  R.  Ballou,  Providence,  R.  I.  D.  A.  Grosvenor,  Washington,  D.  C. 

/  Peter  B.  Ayars,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

III.  The  following  Comrades  are  appointed  as  a  Committee  on 
Pensions : 

W.  W.  Blackmar,  Boston,  Mnss.  R.  B.  Bruwn,  Zanesville,  Ohio. 

Philip  B.  I,ow,  New  York  City.  H.  Case,  Chattanooga,  Tcnn. 

E.  C.  Stahl,  Trenton,  New  Jersey. 
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IV,    The  following  appointments  are  announced  : 

Assistant  Inspectors' General, 

Department.  Name.  Post.        Address. 

Alabama A.  P.  Stone     ....  No.  i  .  Birmingham,    Ala. 

Arizona R.  H.  Green    ....  No.  5  .  Phoenix,  Ara. 

Arkansas A.  S.  Fowler   ....  No.  I  .  Litlle   Rock,  Ark. 

Cal.  and  Nev J.  S.  Geisting     .   .    .  No.  2  .  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Colorado  and  Wyoming     .  J.  J.  Fitzgerall    .    .    .  No.  102  .  Florence,  Col. 

Connecticut J.  G.  Packer    ....  No.  55  .  Mystic,  Conn. 

Delaware Wm.  Kelly,  Jr    .   .    .  No.  2  .  Wilmington,  Del. 

Florida Geo.  L.  Fox    ....  No.  12  .  Palatka,  Fla. 

Georgia J.  T.  Eichberg    .    .    .  No.  i  .  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Idaho E.  S.  Whitier  .    .    .    .No.  14  .  Pocattelo,  Idaho. 

Illinois Kilburn  Harwood   .   .  No.  141  .  Decatur.  111. 

Indiana John  W.  Elam    .   .    ,  No.  106  .  Valparaiso,  Ind. 

Indian  Territory Wro.  H.  Harrison  .    .  No.  10  .  Checotah,  I.  Ter. 

Iowa M.  L.  Leonard       .    .  No.  12  .  DesMoines,  Iowa 

Kansas Geo.  W.  Nimocks  .    .  No.  52  .  Great  Bend,   Kan. 

Kentucky Cyrus  H.  Bli.^s     .   .    .  No.  6  .  Louisville,  Ky. 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi  .  Oscar  Pilman  ....  No.  15  .  New  Orleans,  La. 

Maine William  Fennelly  .    .  No.  155  .  Bar  Harbor,  Me. 

Maryland John  G.  Taylor  .    .   .  No.  46  .  Baltimore,  Md. 

II  W.  Fayette  St. 

Massachussetts Edward  P.  Preble  .    .  No.  1 5  .  Boston,  Mass. 

Michigan Chas.  P.  Coffin    .    .      No.  5  .  Grand  Rapids. 

Minnesota John  Wait No.  100  .  Long  Prairie 

Missouri 

Montana F.  George  Heldt    .    .  No.  18  .  Great  Falls,  Mon. 

Nebraska      ....... 

New  Hampshire     ....  Alanson  C.  Haines    .  No.  18  .  New  Market. 

New  Jersey E.  1 .  South  wick     .    .  No.  23  .  Trenton,  N.  J. 

New  Mexico Walter  G.  Marmon    .  No.  .  Laguna,  N.  M. 

New  York Nathan  P.  Pond      .    .  No.  4  .  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

North  Dakota C.P.Thurston    .    .    .No.  10  .  Mandan,  N.  Dak. 

Ohio Joseph  A.  Stipp  .    .    .  No.  107  .  Toledo,  O. 

Oklahoma G.  A.  Garrison    .    .    .  No.  1 1  .  Mulhall,  O.  T. 

Oregon          G.  W.  Granius    .    .    .  No.  10     Salem,  Oregon. 

Pennsylvania G.  Harry  Davis  .    .    .  No.  i  .  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Potomac Geo.  H.  Slaybaugh    .  No.  2  .  Washington,  D.  C. 

Rhode  Island Lewis  T.  Clawson  .    .  No.  18  .  Westerly,  R.  I. 

South  Dakota G.  M.  Stor:nont      .    .  No.  9  .  Iroquois,  S.  Dak. 

Tennessee H.  C.  Whitaker  .    .    .  No.  46  .  New  Market 

Texas H.  C.  Adler    ....  No.  13  .  1  errell,  Texas. 

Utah CM.  Hammond    .    .  No.  i   -Salt  Lake,  Utah. 
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Department 


Name 


Post 


Address 


Vermont D.  L.  Morgan     . 

Virginia  &  N.  Carolina  .    .  John  W.  Boynton 
Washington  &  Alaska    .    .  J.  C.  Musgrave   . 

West  Virginia John  W.  Mason  . 

Wisconsin S.  W.  Eager   .    . 


.  No.  14  .  Rutland,  Vt. 

.  No.  26  .  Hampton,  Va. 

.No.  24  .  N.Wbatcom.Wash 

,  No.  7  .  Fairmont. 

.  No.  17  .  Racine,  Wis. 


The  comrades  named  are  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Inspector-General, 
Alonzo  Williams,  Providence,  Rhode  Island.  They  will  report  lor  duty 
(by  letter)  at  once,  to  the  Inspector-General,  who  will  advise  the  Adju- 
tant-General and  thereupon  proper  commissions  will  be  issued.  No 
comrade  will  be  commissioned  until  he  has  reported  for  duty.  Unless  he 
so  reports  within  thirty  days  from  date  of  this  order,  a  new  appointment 
will  be  made.  The  Inspector- General  will  advise  his  Assistants  direct 
of  the  duty  they  are  to  perform  and  the  work  that  is  expected  of  them. 

V.  The  Senior  Aide-de-Camp,  Milton  A.  Gherst,  Lebanon,  Penna., 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  organizing  the  Aids-de-Camp  on  the  staff  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  and  so  directing  their  work  that  the  best  pos- 
sible results  may  be  obtained.  Every  member  of  the  staff  must  be 
active  and  energetic,  always  on  duty,  laboring  earnestly  for  the  advance- 
ment of  our  organization.  The  comrades  appointed  will  commu- 
nicate at  once  with  the  Senior  Aide-de  Camp,  signifying  their  ac- 
ceptatflce  of  the  appointment  and  will  advise  him  as  to  their  proper 
post-office  address.  No  commission  will  issue  until  the  comrade  ap- 
pointed has  so  reported.  In  cases  where  no  report  is  received  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  of  this  order,  the  comrade  will  be  understood 
as  having  declined  the  appointment  and  the  vacancy  will  be  filled  by  the 
appointment  of  another. 

VI.  The  following  named  comrades  are  hereby  appointed  Aides-dc- 
Camp  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly  : 


ALABAMA. 

L.  R.  Wellman Post  No. 

Fred  F.  Klammer " 

ARIZONA. 

James  A.  Guild  . Post  No. 

George  C.  Strong ** 

ARKANSAS. 

W.  H.  H.  Clayton Post  No. 

Charles  N.  Rix 


3 Huntsville 

16 Athens 


3  . 
6. 


Prescolt 
.  Globe 


2  ....    .    .  Fort  Smith 

5 Hot  Springs 
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CALIFORNIA  AND  NEVADA. 

J.  B.  Mulcahy Post  No. 

T.  W.  Shcchan 

Saml.  Kulz 

Philo  Hcrsey 

J.  A.  Miller 

W.  H.  A.  Thompson 

Peter  Van  Valcr 

COLORADO  AND  WYOMING. 

W.  T.  Kirkpatrick Post  No.     I2 Durango,  Col. 

George  11.  Young '*  12 Evans,  Col. 


►tNo. 

I  . 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

3 

.  Sacramento,  Cal. 

6 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

42 

.  San  Jose,  Cal. 

27 

.  Austin,  Nevada. 

44 

Ventura,  Cal. 

51. 

Hanford,  Cal. 

CONNECTICUT. 

B.  Frank  Marsh Post  No.  33  . 

S.  M.  Blair      **  75  . 

William  I.  Brant *•  61  . 

Anthony  Adams '*  44  . 

William  Simmons "  77  . 

William  H.  Loomis "  71  , 

DELAWARE. 

Evan  Shortledge Post  No.     13  . 

Fred  C.  Wiswell **  7  . 

Samuel  Hawkins **  2  . 


.  Wtnsted 
,  AosoDia 
.  New  Canaan 
,  Stafibrd  Springs 
Central  Village 
.  Rockville 


Wilmington 
.  Milford 
,  Wilmington 


George  W.  Farnham  . 
John  S.  Fairhead  .  . 
W.  H.  McConnack    . 


FLORIDA. 
.   .  Post  No. 


....  Lake  Maitland 
....  Jacksonville 
....  Jacksonville 


17. 
16 


GEORGIA, 

C.  C.  Goodnow Post  No. 

John  H.  Dunn 

IDAHO, 

W.  W.  Wood Post  No.     22  , 

Robert  A.  Badley **  23  , 

ILLINOIS. 

J.  H.  Wood        Post  No.       5  , 

James  H   Davidson *  *  28 , 

George  Ober **  40  . 

B.  R.  Hieronymus *'  30  . 

Philip  Smith *'  67  . 

E.  E.  Wheelock "         312  . 

George  R.  Lyon *'  374  . 

A.  A.  Adair *'         O15  . 


,  Fitzgerald 
.  Kyle 

Wallace 
Emmett 


Monadock  Block,  Chicago 
,  502  Wash'ton  St.,  Chicago 
1 197  W.  I2th  St.,  Chicago 
Springfield 
Peoria 
Moline 
Waukegan 
Oak  Park 
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Joseph  L.  Dodd Post  No. 

WillUm  E.  Winholu 

Henry  P.  Schofield 

James  J.  Healey •* 

Chaoncy  H.  Castle " 

Haswcll  G.  Clarke 

INDIANA. 

Carl  Kreitenstein Post  No. 

Salem  S.  Leyber •* 

David  C,  Rankin ** 

John  W.  Wallingford 

Frank  C.  McClure      

J.  C.  Pickard 

James  White *' 

Simeon  P.  Gillett " 

Henry  P.  Chambers ** 

Orville  T.  Chamberlain " 

Daniel  B.  Kehler       ** 

Isaac  C.  Do#n *' 

William  R.  Way 

T.J.  McCord 

George  M.  Lucas " 

William  H.  Younts 

John  H.  Kille 

John  W.  Durbm 

William  Englehart ** 

George  W.  Coward ** 

JohnT.  WUey 

Jesse  Hubbard 

Edward  P.  Chapin 

IOWA. 

A.  J.  Mathias Post  No. 

T.  W.  Ruete " 

W.  I.  Rigby 

V.  P.  Twombly " 

A.  V.  Kendricks 

N.  J.  Jolly " 

E.  A.  Consigny " 

W.  L.  Cuthbertson 

D.  G.  Eldredge " 

A.  D.  Collier •• 

Charles  Bachman •• 

James  N.  Miller •' 

S.  G.  Blythc 


668  .  9800  Howard  St.,  Chicago 
708  .  421  East  43rd  St.,  Chicago 
706  .  827  Walnut  St,  Chicago  • 
708  .  Court  House,  Chicago 

96  .  Quincy 
414  .  Kankakee 


I Terre  Haute 

2 Brazil 

3 LafayeUe 

5 Greensburg 

6 Wabash 

9 Rockville 

26 Madison 

27  .....    .  EvansTille 

28 Princeton 

37 Elkhart 

40 Fort  Wayne 

55 Richmond 

60 Winchester 

loi Monon 

153 Freetown 

156 Eaton 

165 Indianapolis 

191 New  Albany 

202 ZionsTille 

226      Charlestown 

275 Scottsburg 

296 Lynn 

579 South  Bend 

2 Keokuk 

78 Dubuque 

400 Mt.  Vernon 

7 Des  Moines 

321 Brooklyn 

173 Osceola 

123 Avoca 

44 Carroll 

72 Sheldon 

22 Sioux  City 

69 Ottumwa 

12 Des  Moines 

90 .    ,   .    .    ,    .  Nora  Springs 
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George  Metzger Post  No.       i Davenport 

Charles  W.  Ncal «•  14 Stuart 

W.  D.  Templin "  67 Boonsboro 

John  W,  Carr **         127 Montezuma 

J,  C.  McDonald "         325 Cincinnati 

KANSAS. 

A.  B.  Arment Post  No. 

J.  V.  Clyincr  .    .        ....... 

J.  M.  Balderson *♦ 

O.  L.  Moore 

W.  F.  OsborB ;    .        " 

Orlin  E.  Moore :    .        •* 

Benjamin  Domblazer ** 

Wilson  Kincaid " 

Joseph  A.  WelU     .    .    ; 

D.  W.  Eastman      

Edward  B.  Jones ** 

J.  W.  Campion *. 

ThomaH  Cranston " 

W.  S.  Tilton 

T.  A.  Stanley 

George  W.  Weed 


85 Winfield 

17 Hutchinson 

25 Wichita 

63 Abilene 

40 Baldwin 

33 Mound  City 

98 Frcdonia 

4 Independence 

311 Erie 

55 Emporia 

46 Holton 

6 Leavenworth 

156 McCune 

69 Osborne 

117 Paola 

I Topeka 

KENTUCKY. 

Charles  Solar Post  No.       I Newport 

Wellington  Martin *'  123 Williamsburg 

John  Walsh **  13 Maysville 

T.  Edgar  Park *'  129 Irvine 

LOUISIANA  AND  MISSISSIPPI. 


Richard  Sheppard Post  No. 

Isaiah  Kelly 

G.  W.  Remage ** 

James  A.  Knight ** 

J.  E.  Keenan      

MAINE. 

A.  S.  Bangs Post  No. 

Henry  A.  Shorey *' 

John  P.  Carson 

Thomas  Daggett ** 

Charles  S.  Crowell 

E.  C.  Milliken 

Josiah  F.  Day *' 

A.  R.  G.  Smith ** 

George  E.  Andrews  ....,.,        '* 


12 New  Orleans 

22 Vicksburg,  Miss 

6 Jennings,  La. 

3 Baton  Rouge 

I New  Orleans 


13 Augusta 

27 Bridgton 

141 Mount  Vernon 

154 Foxcroft 

7 Lewistown 

2 Portland 

36 Saco 

24 North  Whitfield 

2 Portland 
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MARYLAND. 

Charles  L.  Marburg Post  No. 

George  C.  Irelan •* 

John  Bowers ** 

J.  H.  Mandaville 


I Baltimore 

3 Baltimore 

44 Baltimore 

4 Hagerstown 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Charles  S.  Anthony Post  No. 

H.  M.  Brewster 

Daniel  W.  Bates 

Edwin  M.  Damon ** 

Charles  Ely 

S.  C.  Frost 

Nelson  A.  Hallett 

James  W.  Henry *« 

Francis  A.  Ireland ** 

DwightO.  Judd 

Frank  A.  Lewis ** 

Thomas  J.  Long *' 

George  W.  Mirick 

George  W.  Mason *• 

George  W.  Nason 

Daniel  W.  Newell " 

Edward  Preble " 

James  M.  Peckham *• 

Henry  Parsons ** 

John  A.  Rawson ** 

Joseph  Rossiter " 

WillardD.  Tripp '* 

David  C.  Welherill ** 

Anson  Withey ** 

J.  S.  Walkley      

William  McDonald •• 

C.  C.  Peck 


3 Taunton 

i6 Springfield 

41 Wcstfield 

5 Lynn 

71 Holyoke 

36 Arlington 

15 Boston 

46 Fall  River 

125 Pittsfield 

71 Holyoke 

58 E.  Weymouth 

7 Boston 

10 Worcester 

201 Cottage  City 

60 Franklin 

130 Medway 

23 East  Boston 

46 Fall  River 

43 Marlboro 

147 Amherst 

159 East  Boston 

62 Newtonville 

57 East  Cambridge 

174 Greenfield 

183 S.  Hadley  Falls 

158 Hottsatonic 

192 North  Attleboro 


MICHIGAN. 
Holden  B.  While •  Post  No.     17 Detroit 


R.  R.  Pealer  .    .  . 

Lewis  Cobley  .   .  . 

William  Walker  . 

Edward  Cahill    .  . 

W.  R.  Marshall  . 
W.  D.  South  worth 

E.  E.  Giddings  .  . 

J.  C.  Haddock    .  . 

C.  P.  Brown    .    .  . 


72  .    .  .    .  Three  Rivers 

114 Fowlervillc 

29 Grand  Rapids 

42 Lansing 

38 Saginaw,  E.  S. 

]o8 Grand  Ledge 

182 Fremont 

262, Holland 

279 Spring  Lake 
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F.  C.  Trowbridge Post  No.  384 

J.  F.  Lyon 

Rudolph  Papst 

Chester  M.  Dennig 

Martin  Schacbt 

Darius  Monroe 


Detroit 


429 Ironwood 

118 Lexington 

139 Alpena 

343 Sault  Ste  Marie 

435 Summit  City 


4 Kansas  City 

276 California 

76 Kidder 

146  ..*...  Avalon 
13  .  City  Hall,  St  Louis. 

I  .  2002  Pine  St.,  St.  Louis. 
387 Marceline 

I St.  Louis 


MISSOURI 

Benjamin  Warner Post  No. 

George  H.  Fountain " 

Elijah  S.  Gurney 

Isaac  Leeper " 

Ernst  Kretchmar ♦* 

Gideon  W.  Carmichael ** 

James  D.  Bush " 

Robert  Jacob " 

MONTANA. 

C.  B.  Millier Post  No.       3 Helena 

James  D.  Eaton **  23 Kalispol 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

James  E.  Randlett Post  No.       2 Concord 

Grovenor  A.  Curtice •*  5 Contooc*ck 

Samuel  P.  Carbee "  50 Haverhill 

David  E.  Proctor **  7i  •    •   .    .   .    .  Wilton 

NEW  JERSEY. 

William  H.  Smith Post  No.     79 Old  Bridge 

William  N.  Stellc 

Joseph  B.  Bray * 

John  P.  Hamilton * 

Jacob  White 

T.  W.  Seaman * 

Edward  D.  Fox 

James  M.  Atwood 


Ill  .   .    •  .    .   .  Newton 

12 Orange 

46 Long  Branch 

55 Patterson 

11 Newark 

23 Trenton 

73 Plainfield 


NEW  MEXICO. 

J,  Francisco  Chaves Post  No. 

NEW  YORK. 

John  W.  Flick Post  No.  339 

Henry  N.  Schlick 

George  Humphrey * 

Edward  J.  Pickett *' 

Francis  J.  McGuirk 

H.  C.  Burdett 

Charles  Herron " 


Los  Lunas 


....  New  York  Qty 

397 Rochester 

349 Hartland 

352 Saranac 

371      Watervleit 

38 New  York  City 

177 Sidney 
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Michael  McNally Post  No. 

John  W.  Nagle 

Eugene  Wipfler ** 

Charles  G.  Johnson ** 

A.  de  R.  McNair 

James  N.  Smith      *' 

William  E.  Bowen *• 

Rttfus  Daggett '  *• 

John  Abbott 

John  W.  Vrooman *  * 

fames  M.  West ** 

HiUndH.  Kenkrick     ....... 

Charles  El.  Giles " 

Peter  F.  Rafferty 

Herman  P.  gmith .    .  ** 

C.  A.  Daniels 

Peter  Grace ** 

Henry  E.  Smith ** 

Frederic  Cossum " 

Joseph  Cartledge 

C.  H.  Schemerhom *' 

Frank  W.  Downing  .......  " 

Stephens.  Moffatt     .......  ** 

Josiah  C.  Long  . ** 

E.  G.  Tuckerman " 

B.  F.  McGaire 

Ferdinand  Levy *' 


307 New  York  City 

128 New  York  aty 

10 Brooklyn 

2 .Buffalo 

92 Saratoga  Sp*ngs 

619 Mechanicsville 

227 Qinton 

53  ......    .  Utica 

330 New  York  City 

404 Herkimer 

518 Springwater 

271 Fulton 

165 Elmira 

80      New  York  City 

327 Brooklyn 

23 Waterville 

285  • Jamestown 

143 New  York  City 

37 Aubnrn 

6 Elmira 

222 Olean 

248 Bath 

360  .....  Plattsburg 

140 New  York  City 

140 New  York  City 

75 New  York  City 

192 New  York  City 


NORTH   DAKOTA. 

P.  P.  Chacey Post  No.       5  , 

Oscar  Barrett " 

OHIO. 

Andrew  F.  Parsons Post  No.     65  . 

Charles  H.  Newton 

B.  P.  Bailey 

W.  R.  Thrall 

Joseph  Lippert 

James  Murdock,  Jr 

Henry  Wagner 

J.  P.  Marqurdt 

Charles  Graf 

D.  F.  Fryer 

James  McCoy 

Dallas  Giles 

L.  L.  Speagh ' 


.  Fargo 
Shefbrooke 


Elyria 


178 Marietta 

30 Cincinnati 

401 Cincinnati 

47 Cincinnati 

139 Cincinnati 

30 Cincinnati 

23 Dayton 

79 Nat.  Mil.  Home 

102 Dunkirk 

596 Warsaw 

506 Middletown 

159 Troy 
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W.  B.  Eppcrt Post  No. 

H.  A.  Kasson '.        " 

Asa  Whitestine ** 

William  W.  Shiebley 

J.  W.  Tilton 

J.  C.  Winans 

C.  M.  Galloway 

Joshua  B.  Davis *• 

James  M.  Hall    .....'.... 

J.  H.  Roll 

W.  L.  Recce 

H.  R.  Jones " 

John  A.  Green " 

W;  H.  Ortt 

J.  W.  Crum 

Carl  Berlin ** 

J.  J.  SuUiran 

J.  C.  Shields 

E.  L.  Patterson ** 

M.  D.  Rodocker " 

Thomas  W.  Prentiss " 

J.  L.  Gaul 


487  ......  Amelia 

12 Akron 

12 Akron 

31 Tiffin 

113 Marysvillc 

159 Troy 

347 Xcnia 

19 Sandusky 

107 Toledo 

96 Hamilton 

157 Greenville 

25      .....  Canton 

81 Zanesville 

3 Eaton 

202 Lima 

5  .....    .  Nat.  Mil.  Home 

187 Qeveland 

556 Cleveland 

141 Cleveland 

576 Fairvicw 

78 Leipsic 

13 Cincinnati 


J.  P.  Cummings  . 
W.  A.  Becglc     . 


.  Kingfisher 
.  Hennessey 


OKLAHOMA. 

Post.  No.     2  .    .   . 

"  12  .    .    . 

OREGON. 

H.  S.  Allen Post  No.       i Portland 

J.  L.  Stockton "  64 Independence 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Wm.  N.  Jones Post  No.     64  .    .   .    .    .    .  Williamsport 


W.  F.  Stewart 
J.  C.  Mackintosh 
Jno.  L.  Cribbs  . 
W.  J.  Currln  .  . 
Geo.  L.  Warren 
T.L.  Flood  .  . 
E.  T.  Howell  ^  . 
Jacob  Mann  .  . 
J.  M.  Peoples  .  . 
H.  H.  Feltcrolf  . 
A.  J.  Andrews  . 
Joseph  V.  Home 
J.  Andrew  Wilt  . 


242 Brookville 

67 Erie 

260 New  Bethlehem 

220 Franklin 

8 Philadelphia 

331 Meadville 

141 Bradford 

217 Easton 

25 Chester 

515 Collegcville 

284 Slatington 

19 Philadelphia 

68      Towanda 
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Theodore  Eichelbcrgcr      Post  No. 

Henry  Hamma *' 

James  Walker " 

Max  Klein 

J.  F.  Henry 

Michael  Farrell 

F.  M.  Yeager 

C.  H.  Greih 

A.  M.  Eaitman 

John  Kelly . 

Graham  Watts 

Jonas  H.  Detrc " 

H.  F.  Beardsley 

Franklin  S.  Stuliz 

Jno.  H.  Horrocks •* 

Jno.  N.  Banks 

E.  W.  Menntr 

Euclid  Piatt 

E.  K.  Snyder 

P.  Harman " 

Jno.  S.  Givlcr 

Fred.  A.  Tencate 

J.  J.  Cake - 

John  P.  Cartside         

James  B.  O'Neill 

Louis  P.  Langer ** 

A.  D.  Seeley 

Isaac  B.  Brown ** 


454 Hopewell 

153 -Carnegie 

94 Philadelphia 

128 Allegheny 

294 East  Brady 

115  ....  Philadelphia 

16 Reading 

95 Wilkea-Barre 

98 Tunkhannock 

189 Carbondale 

198 Honesdale 

6 Philadelphia 

453 Montrose 

7 Philadelphia 

30 Johnstown 

28 Indiana 

184 Bethlehem 

51 Philadelphia 

180 Uniontown 

490 Mt  Holly  Spr'gs 

415 Mechanicsbarg 

45 PhoenixTille 

23 Pottsville 

25 Chester 

51 Philadelphia 

I Philadelphia 

159 Berwick 

70 Corry 


POTOMAC. 

John  C.  S.  Burger Post  No. 

J.  A.  Allen 

William  H.  Fuss 

A.  M.  Legg " 

M.  M.  Lewis •  .    .    .    .        ** 

Fred.  H.  Smith 

W.  H.  Hoover 


2 Wash'gton,  D.C 

I «* 


2  . 

3 
6. 

?• 
II 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Charles  P.  Moies Post  No.       3 Central  Falls 

William  A.  H.  Grant "  10 Providence 


SOUTH  DAKOTA. 


Ashcr  F.  Fay Post  No. 

R.  P.  Hall 


4 Huron 

6 Mitchell 
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TENNESSEE, 

Harry  M.  Aiken Post  No. 

Charles  H.  Smart 

Charles  W.  Norwood *' 

M.  A.  Strong ** 

TEXAS. 


14 Knoxville 

67 Nashville 

45 Chattanooga 

20 Cleveland 


H.  E.  Conger Post  No.     70 Waco 

UTAH. 


J.  Ford  Kent Post  No. 

Jacob  S.  Boreman •' 

VERMONT. 

Charles  P.  Carpenter      ......  Post  No. 

Thomas  O.  Seaver " 

E.  H.  Patnam     .........        " 

E.  L.  Manyard ^« 


I Fort  Douglass 

7 Ogden 


I St.  Johnsbury 

82 Woodstock 

8 Brattleboro 

53 Fairhavcn 


VIRGINIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

B.  C.  Cook Post  No.     10 Richmond,  Va. 

Isaac  Powell "  22 Newbem,N.  C 

WASHINGTON  AND  ALASKA. 

A.  C.  Case Post  No.     16 Garfield 

H.  S.  Lillaget "  54 Orting 

WEST  VIRGINIA. 


Alexander  C.  Moore Post  No. 

Henry  C.  McWhorter ** 

WISCONSIN. 


8 Clwksburg 

73 Charleston 


J.  W.  Hudson Post  No. 

D.  McGregor " 

De Wayne  Stebbins " 

J.  B.  Canterbury •' 

George  L.  Herrick " 

James  Langdon ** 

Adam  Hollander " 

Jno.  G.  Ingalls '• 


II Madison 

66 Platteville 

242  ......  Ahnapce 

38 La  Crosse 

170 West  Superior 

177 River  Falls 

2  .....   •  Milwaukee 

58 Menomonee 

(Oak  Park,  Illinois.) 

By  command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

ComfnafuUr-in-  Chief, 
THOMAS  J.  STEWART, 

Adjutant  General, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


314  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 

General  Orders  ]  Headquarters  Grand  Army  op  the  Republic, 
>  Independence  Hall, 

No.  4.  j  Philadelphia,  December  29,  1897. 

I.  The  National  countersign  has  been  transmitted  to  Department 
Commanders  for  promulgation  tp  the  Posts  in  their  respective  Depart- 
ments.   It  will  go  into  effect  January  ist,  1898. 

II.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Administra- 
tion met  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  i6th,  1897,  and  directed  that 
the  sessions  of  the  Thirty-second  National  Encampment  be  held  in 
Cincinnati.  Ohio,  Thursday  and  Friday,  September  8th  and  9th,  1898. 
The  parade  will  take  place  Wednesday,  September  7th,  1898.  This 
action  is,  however,  conditioned  upon  satisfeictory  rates  of  transportation 
being  secured^-which  matter  is,  at  this  date,  in  an  encouraging  shape. 

III.  All  ex-soldier  or  other  organizations  intending  to  hold  re-unions 
during  the  time  of  the  next  National  Encampment  are  requested  to 
place  themselves  in  communication  with  Max  Silberberg,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Halls  and  Meeting  Places, 

IV.  The  attention  of  the  Conunander-in-Chief  has  been  called  to  the 
purchase  of  spurious  membership  badges  by  one  Post.  Other  Posts 
may  have  also  been  victimized.  Posts  must  purchase  badges  from  their 
respective  Department  Headquarters,  and  Department  Headquarters 
from  the  Quartermaster  General.  Badges  must  not.  and  genuine 
badges  cannot,  be  procured  from  any  other  source. 

V.  S.  J.  Fox,  of  Post  No.  17,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  has  been  elected 
a  member  of  the  National  Council  of  Administration  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Connecticut,  vice  John  H.  Thacher,  same  Department  resigned. 

VI.  The  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  unqualifiedly  declared  in 
favor  of  military  instruction  and  patriotic  exercises  in  the  public  schools 
of  our  land.  The  Commander-in-Chief,  desiring  to  comply  to  the  fullest 
extent  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  Encampment,  announces  the 
appointment  of  the  following  named  comrades  to  supervise,  formulate 
and  push  forward  this  work. 

CAief  Aid  in   Charge  of  Military  Instruction  and  Patriotic  Exercises  in 
Public  Schools, 

E.  L.  Zalinski Post  No.  140  .    .   .  7  W.  43rd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

Special  Aid  in  Charge  of  Legislation. 
W.  W.  Eldridge Washington,  D.  C 

Special  Aids, 

Alabama George  H.  Patrick     .  Washington,  D.  C. 

Arizona W.  H,  Ferguson    .    .  Prescott 

Arkansas J.  R.  Hammond     .    ,  Fort  Smith 
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California  and  Nevada  .   .    .  W.  W.  Stone  .    . 

Colorado J.  H.  Mandeville 

Connecticut John  L.  Saxe  .    , 

Delaware .  Daniel  Ross    .    . 

Florida S.  H.  Lancey 

Georgia H.  F.  Alherton  . 

Idaho Charles  A.  Clark 

Illinois John  S.  Wilcox  . 

Indiana David  W.  Thomas 

Indian  Territory J.  H.  Dixon    .    . 

Iowa ^  Clinton  Douglass 

Kansas C.  L.  Knapp  .   . 

Kentucky John  T.  Gunn     . 

Louisiana  and  Mississippi.    .  Ernest  Longpre  . 

Maine Edward  C.  Swett 

Maryland Theodore  F.  Lang 

Massachusetts Chas.  Clark  Adams 

Michigan George  M.  Buck 

Missouri  .    . F.  G.  Woodruff" . 

Nebraska J.  B-  Furgrrson  . 

New  Hampshire A.  D.  Ayling  .    . 

New  Jersey Warren  Lee  Goss 

New  York .  Henry  H.  Adams 

North  Dakota A.  P.  Rounsville 

Ohio 1    .    .  Jas.  K.  Stebbins 

Oklahoma Delos  Walker     . 

Oregon James  Jackson    . 

Pennsylvania O.  C.  Bosbyshell 

Potomac Brainard  H.  Warner 

Rhode  Island Orsinus  A.  Taft 

South  Dakota      C.  S.  Deering 

Tennessee D.  C.  Wester  . 

Utah E.W.  Tatlock 

Vermon  j E.  M,  Haynes 

Virginia  and  N.  Carolina  .   .  Charles  McDonald 
Virginia  and  N.  Carolina  .    .  W.  H.  Deaver    . 
Washington  and  Alaska    .    .  Thad.  S.  Smith 

West  Virginia F.  H.  Crago    . 

Wisconsin J.  A.  Watrous 

The  comrades  appointed  will  report,  without  delay,  to  Comrade  E.  L. 
Zalinski,  Chief  Aid,  No.  7  West  43rd  street,  New  York,  for  instructions. 

Department  Commanders  will  immediately  on  receipt  of  this  General 
Order,  detail  competent  and  active  comrades  throughout  their  respective 
Departments  to  direct  this  work  in  their  several  communities.    Much 


.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

.  Fort  Collins 

,  Waterbury 

.  Wilmington 

.  Maitland 

.  Fitzgerald 

.  Boise  City 

.  Elgin 

.  Eldhart 

.  Big  Cabin 

.  Des  Moines 

.  Leavenworth 

.  Lexington 

.  New  Orleans,  La. 

.  Portland 

.  Baltimore 

.  Boston 

.  Kalamazoo 

.  5084  Raymond  av.  St.  I^uis 

.  Lincoln 

.  Concord 

.  Rutherford 

.  New  York  City 

.  Larimore 

.  Ashtabula 

.  Oklahoma  City 

.  Portland 

^  Philadelphia 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Providence 

Plankinton 

Arthur 

Salt  Lake  City 

Rutland 

Portsmouth,  Va. 

Asheville,  N.  C. 

Port  Townscnd,  Wash. 

Wheeling 

Milwaukee 
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good  can  and  will  result  from  well  directed  effort.  No  organization  is 
better  equipped  or  better  fitted  to  teach  and  encourage  patriotism  than 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Department  and  Post  Ofiicers,  and  comrades  of  our  Order  are  directed 
to  co-operate  in  this  work  to  the  fullest  extent. 

VII.    The  following  additional  appointments  are  hereby  announced  : 
Assistant  InspectoT'Cenera/, 

Missouri Frank  F.  Snow  .    .    .  Post  No.      4  .    .  Kansas  Qty 

Nebraska W.  H.  Widaman    .    .       "  109  .    .  Norfolk 

Aids-de-Camp  on   Staff  of  Commander-in-Chief, 
CONNECTICUT. 

Irving  Phelps Post  No.    33 Winsted 

[Vice  B.  Frank  Marsh,  same  Post,  appointment  recalled.] 

ILLINOIS. 

A,  J.  Cheney Post  No.  615 Oak  Park 

C.  B.  Knox "        243      Rock  Island 

IOWA. 
L.  R.  Train Post  No.  236 Fort  Dodge 

MISSOURI. 
W.  H.  Young Post  No.    96 Maysville 

MICHIGAN. 
Frank  P.  Muhlenberg Post  No.    79 Kalamazoo 

NEBRASKA. 

H.  C.  Chase Post  No.  102 Shelby 

Joseph  L.  Grandstaff **  79 Bladen 

Galvin  F.  Steele '*  77 Fairbnrg 

R.  B.  Ball      *•         262 Omaha 

William  Horner **         112 Lexington 

T.  B.  Horton **  70 Creighton 

J.  W.  Winger **  25 Lincoln 

NEW  YORK. 

James  J.  Lawley Post  No.    28 Brooklyn 

Isaac  Fonda  Handy **         141  - Troy 

Owen  D.  McGovern **  6 Brooklyn 

John  Beaver "         182 New  York  City 

Henry  F.  Herkner **         140 New  York  City 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

William  Simmons Post  No.  400 Philadelphia 

W.  H.  Felix **         176 Lewistown 
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They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly  and  will  report  to  the 
Senior  Aide-de-Camp,  Milton  A.  Gherst,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  for  duty. 

VIII.  The  following  corrections  should  be  made  in  General  Orders 
No.  3.  Member  of  National  Council  of  Administration  from  Department 
Montana— John  Hallahan  not  John  Hulehard. 

William  Walker,  A.  D.  C.  from  Department  of  Michigan,  Post  No.  395 
not  Post  No.  29. 

George  H.  Young,  A.  D.  C,  from  Department  of  Colorado,  is  of  Post 
No.  23,  not  Post  No.  12. 

IX.  On  the  question  of  securing  Appomattox  Field  for  a  National 
Park,  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampmeut  adopted  the  following 
resolution :  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  elect  be  and  is  hereby 
empowered  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  with  full  power  to  draft  and 
present  such  a  bill  before  Congress  as  will  carry  out  the  import  of  the 
resolutions,  provided  that  said  committee  shall  act  without  any  cost  or 
expense  to  the  National  Encampment. 

The  following  are  appointed  for  the  purpose  indicated : 

George  B.  Fielder Jersey  CJly,  N.  J. 

Henry  H.  Adams New  York  City 

I.  F.  Mack Sandusky,  Ohio 

J.  G.  B.  Adams Lynn,  Mass. 

John  C.  Linehan Penacock,  N.  H. 

By  command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Commander-in-Chief, 
THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Adjutant  General, 


General  Orders  )  Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
\  Independence  Hall, 

No.  5.  \  Philadelphia,  February  28,  1898. 

L  The  printed  Proceedings  of  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  held  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  August 
26  and  27,  1897,  also  copies  of  Report  of  Committee  on  Pensions  and  of 
Committee  on  School  Histories  made  to  the  Thirty-first  National  En- 
campment, have  been  transmitted  to  the  various  Department  Head- 
quarters for  distribution  to  Posts.  Department  Commanders  are  charged 
with  the  duty  of  distributing  them  promptly. 

II.  The  Commander-in-Chief  requests  contributions,  as  heretofore, 
from  Posts  and  comrades,  to  aid  our  comrades  in  the  Southern  Depart- 
ments in  paying  the  annual  tribute  of  flag  and  flowers  to  the  memory  of 
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former  comrades  in  arms  who  now  rest  in  the  various  National  Ceme- 
teries. Each  one  should  be  remembered,  and  on  each  grave  a  tribute 
placed.  The  membership  of  the  Grand  Army  in  these  localities  is  not 
large,  while  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  are  heavy.  They  must  have 
assistance.  Department  Commanders  will  call  especial  attention  to  this 
throughout  their  respective  Departments,  and  urge  liberal  contributions. 
Remittances  may  be  sent  direct  to  Thomas  J.  Stewart,  Adjutant  General, 
Fifth  and  Chestnut  streets,  Philadelphia,  who  will  acknowledge  same, 
make  proper  record,  and  transmit  amounts  to  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral for  proper  distribution. 

III.  The  following  action  of  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  is 
published  for  the  information  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  : 

Whereas,  The  operations  that  culminated  almost  simultaneously  at 
Gettysburg  and  Vicksburg,  in  July,  1863,  not  only  marked  the  turning 
point  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  but  also  constitute  an  epoch  in  the 
history  of  our  country,  and  both  should  be  commemorated  in  the  most 
impressive  and  enduring  manner  possible  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  establishment  of  a  National  Military  Park  at  Vicks- 
burg will  be  an  appropriate  monument  to  the  great  Commander  whose 
genius  planned  the  Vicksburg  campaign  and  brilliantly  carried  it  to  a 
successful  issue ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  again  endorses  the 
bill  to  establish  a  National  Military  Park  to  commemorate  the  campaigrn, 
siege  and  defense  of  Vicksburg,  and  respectfully  petitions  that  it  be 
passed  by  the  present  Congress. 

Resolved^  That  the  comrades  of  the  Grand  Army,  in  urging  this  re- 
quest, recognize  that  Congress  has  been  liberal  in  establishing  National 
Military  Parks  on  battle-fields  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  but  to  Gettys- 
burg, Antietam,  Chickamauga  and  Shiloh,  now  appropriately  commem- 
orated in  this  impressive  and  enduring  manner,  they  ask  that  Vicksburg 
be  added. 

Resolved^  That  the  Commander-in-Chief,  Past  Commanders-in-Chief 
A.  G.  Weissert,  John  Kountz,  John  P.  Rea,  I.  N.  Walker,  T.  S.  Clark- 
son,  and  Comrades  G.  M.  Dodge  and  Frederick  D.  Grant,  Department 
of  New  York ;  A.  Hickenlooper,  Department  of  Ohio  ;  John  McNulta, 
Department  of  Illinois ;  W.  D.  Hoard,  Department  of  Wisconsin  ;  Wm. 
H.  Hodgkins,  Department  of  Massachusetts ;  Samuel  A.  Losch,  Depart- 
ment ot  Pennsylvania ;  Nelson  Cole,  Department  of  Missouri  ;  William 
Humphrey,  Department  of  Michigan  ;  George  F.  McGinnis,  Department 
of  Indiana,  and  C.  L.  Davidson,  Department  of  Iowa,  be  constituted  a 
committee  to  promote  the  prompt  passage  by  Congress  of  the  Vicksburg 
Park  Bill,  and  that  Department  Commanders  and  other  officers  of  the 
Grand  Army  be,  and  are  hereby,  instructed  to  co-operate  with  the  com- 
mittee in  securing  this  result. 
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IV.  The  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  adopted  the  following 
resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Journals  of  the  National  Encampment,  with  the 
General  Orders  for  each  year,  shall  be  republished,  provided  a  sufficient 
number  of  subscribers  can  be  had  to  defray  the  actual  cost,  and  fpr  this 
purpose  the  Commander-in-Chief  shall  in  General  Orders  state  the  pur- 
pose and  invite  subscriptions  through  the  respective  Departments. 

The  plan  to  be  pursued  shall  be  as  follows  : 

All  debates  shall  be  eliminated  and  the  text  confined  to  the  action 
of  the  National  Encampment  on  all  matters  submitted.  Lengthy  com* 
munications  not  adopted  shall  not  be  printed  in  full,  but  a  brief  reference 
shall  be  made  thereto.  Reports  of  officers  and  of  all  committees  shall  be 
printed  in  full,  except  that  the  tabular  statistics  given  in  the  Inspector 
General's  Report  shall  be  omitted.  The  Roll  of  Officers  and  Members 
shall  contain  the  name  of  Representatives  present  only,  including  Alter- 
nates who  served  as  Representatives.  The  Representatives  as  present 
shall  be  arranged  by  Departments,  in  alphabetical  order,  in  running 
lines,  and  not  in  columns. 

The  National  Encampment  shall  subscribe  for  500  copies,  which  shall 
be  retained  to  meet  future  calls,  and  to  be  sold  at  cost.  Public  libraries 
throughout  the  country  shall  be  notified  of  the  project  and  be  given  the 
option  of  subscribing  on  the  same  general  terms. 

Department  Commanders  within  their  respective  Departments  are 
charged  with  the  duty  of  transmitting  this  information  to  the  public 
libraries,  in  order  that  opportunity  may  be  g^ven  them  to  subscribe. 
Those  wishing  to  subscribe  to  communicate  with  Thos.  J.  Stewart,  Adjt. 
General,  Fifth  and  Chestnut  streets,  Philadelphia.  All  subscriptions 
from  comrades  and  others  to  be  forwarded  to  these  Headquarters  not 
later  than  April  15,  1898. 

V.  The  following  action  of  the  Thirty-first  National  Encampment  on 
the  recommendation  contained  in  the  Report  ot  the  Chaplain-in-Chief, 
is  published  for  the  information  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
The  following  recommendations  were  approved  : 

First:  The  appointment  by  the  National  Encampment  of  a  committee 
to  prepare  blanks  suitable  for  Post  and  Department  Chaplain's  Memorial 
Day  Reports,  which,  on  approval  of  the  Commander  in-Chief,  shall  be- 
come and  remain  the  official  blanks  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
National  Encampment. 

Second  :  That  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  each  Department 
request  each  year  of  the  President  of  each  Dept.  W.  R.  C.  an  official  re- 
port to  the  Department  Chaplain  G.  A.  R.,  covferingthe  following  items  ; 

Number  of  W.  R.  C.*s  participating  with  Posts  in  Memorial  Sabbath 
services. 

Number  of  members  ot  the  W,  R,  C,  attending  such  services. 
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Third :  That  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  each  Department  be 
authorized  to  make  similar  requests  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans. 

Comrades  Rev.  Mark  B.  Taylor,  Past  Chaplain-in-Chief ;  Rev.  John 
W.  Sayers,  Department  Chaplain,  Department  of  Pennsylvania;  Rev. 
Charles  E.  Hill,  Department  Chaplain,  Department  of  New  Jersey,  are 
hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  submit  for  approval  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  rms  of  blanks  to  be  used  for  purpose  indicated.  Said  com- 
mittee wi     report  as  promptly  as  possible  to  these  Headquarters. 

VI.  The  following  additional  appointments  as  Aides-de-Camp  on  the 
Staff  ot  the  Commander-in-Chief  are  hereby  announced  : 

CONNECTICUT. 

Norman  L.  Hope Post  No.  50 Hartford 

GEORGIA. 

S.  A.  Darnell Post  No.  — Jasper 

Vice  Tobn  H.  Dunn,  failed  to  report. 

ILLINOIS. 

Charles  P.     w  gart Post  No.      5 Chicago 

F.  J.  Siahl "  299 Dinon 

L.  E.  Fish *«  312 Moline 

P.  G.  Galvin **  411 Pana 

Louis  Krughoff **  419  .....  Nashville 

L.  L.  Mertz **  446 Keithsburg 

N.  B.  Thistlewood **  533 Cairo 

C.  F.  Goodring **  754 Chicago 

INDIANA. 

Harvey  Milliga.i Post  No.      6 Wabash 

L.  J.Gibblc **      358 Pcnnville 

IOWA. 

F.  F.  Blyler Post  No.      7 Des  Moines 

Vice  V.  P.  Twombley,  declined  appointment. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Thomas  W.  Cook Post  No.      i New  Bedford 

Charles  Thompson **         75 Stoneham 

MICHIGAN. 

Albert  E.  Bigelow Post  No.  384 Detroit 

Vice  Frank.E.  Trowbridge,  declined  appointment. 
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MINNESOTA. 

John  Wright Post  No.  62 Ada 

David  Sccor «*  54 Winnebago 

J.  H.  Fillmore **  4 Minneapolis 

T.  M.  Glunt «*  56 Steples 

Mark  H.  Flower **  21 St.  Paul 

C.  A.  Roy "  23 LeRoy 

NEBRASKA. 

Brad  P.  Cook Post  No.  214 Lincoln 

NEW  JERSEY 

Robert  W.  Rcid Post  No.    46 Long  Branch 

William  Black  .       **  3 Jersey  City 

NEW  MEXICO. 

John  W.  Crawford Post  No.  — 150  Nassau  street 

New  York  city 

NEW  YORK 

Romulus  B.  Vaughn Post  No.  254 Bufialo 

Edward  W.  L.  Hommedien   ...  **       286 Brooklyn 

35  Kossuth  Place 
OHIO. 

Theodore  R.  Mason Post  No.  327 Ravenna 

J.  C.  Grannan *'       340 Cincinnati 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

H.  C.  Campbell Post  No.  259 Pittsburg 

A.  J.  Rcid **       480 Pittsburg 

Ephraim  Gherst '  *         62 Altoona 

David  W.  Miller ••         42 Lebanon 

POTOMAC. 

J.  F.  Raub,  M.  D Post  No.     14 Washington,D.C. 

Aaron  Baldwin •*  2 Washington, D.C. 

George  W.  McElfrcsh     .....  "  2 Washington,D.C. 

D.  A.  Locfler ••  2 Washington,D.C. 

VIRCUNIA  AND  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

T.  Vardley  Brown Post  No.     30 Kernstown 

WISCONSIN. 

John  M.  Ewing Post  No.       i Milwaukee 

Address  Auditor  of  Treasury,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Edward  Gillcn Post  No.      17 Racine 

They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 
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The  comrades  appointed  will  report  at  once  for  duty,  by  letter,  to 
Milton  A.  Gherst,  Senior  Aid-de-Camp,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  who  will  give 
them  necessary  instructions  as  to  work  expected  of  them.  No  commis- 
sions will  be  issued  until  they  report. 

VII.  The  resignation  of  F.  G.  Woodruff,  Department  of  Missouri,  as 
Special  Aid  in  charge  of  Patriotic  Exercises,  has  been  accepted. 

VIII.  Irvin  Sheppard,  of  Post  No.  45.  Winona,  Minn.,  and  William 
F.  Daney,  of  Post  No.  13,  Duluth,  Minn.,  are  hereby  detailed  as  Special 
Aids  in  charge  of  Patriotic  Exercises,  and  will  report  at  once  to  E.  L. 
Zalinski,  7  W.  43d  street.  New  York  City,  for  duty  and  instructions. 


IX.    The  deaths  of  the  following  Department  Officers  are  announced  : 

C.  C.  Salter,  Department  Chaplain,  Deparment  of  Minnesota,  De- 
cember 19, 1897. 

Henry  T.  Bevan.  Assistant  Quartermaster  General,  Deparmenttof 
Montana,  January  15,  1898, 

Nathan  Kimball,  Past  Department  Commander,  Department  of  Utah, 
January  21,  1898. 

Charles  C.  Johnson,  Department  Inspector,  Department  of  Vermont, 
January  29,  1898. 


By  Command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 
THOS.  J.  STEWART,  Commander-in-atie/, 

Adjutant-  General, 


General  Orders]  Headquarters  Grand  army  op  the  Rbpubuc 
j-  Indrpendbncb  Hall, 

No.  6.  j  Philadelphia,  April  16th,  1898. 

I.  Comrades  :  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  gladly  and  lovingly 
accepted  the  duty  of  paying  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  dead  comrades 
of  the  war,  and  in  accordance  with  the  custom  and  requirements  of  our 
Order,  the  Commander-in-Chief  directs  attention  to  coming  Memorial 
Day,  May  30th,  1898. 

On  Memorial  Day  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  presents  to  the 
world  the  evidences  of  our  devotion  to  our  comrades,  our  love  for  our 
country  and  our  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  blessings  we  enjoy. 

On  that  day  the  Nation  honors  the  memory  of  the  men  who  through 
divine  guidance  were  instrumental  in  preserving  the  Nation  and  securing 
to  us  as  a  people  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  national  unity. 
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Since  last  Memorial  Day  many  comrades  who  were  with  us  then  have 
answered  the  last  roll  call  of  earth  and  will  no  longer  be  found  in  our 
ranks  or  in  our  Post  rooms.  The  tribute  of  love  and  reverence  they 
have  paid  to  others,  we  shall  hereafter  pay  to  them.  Upon  the  soldier's 
*'windowless  palace  of  rest  "  let  us  in  tenderness  and  love  strew  spring's 
sweetest  flowers,  and  let  us  as  comrades  of  the  war  and  citizens  of  the 
Nation  pay  our  tribute  in  a  sincerity  and  earnestness  that  will  teach 
the  world  that  the  American  citizen  soldier  in  death  as  in  life  has  his 
fame  firmly  fixed  in  the  hearts  of  an  appreciative  people.  May  the 
tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  heroic  dead,  and  the  presence  of  the 
living  defenders  of  the  Republic  form  the  link  between  the  achievements 
of  the  past,  the  security  of  the  present  and  the  hope  of  the  future.  Let 
every  grave  where  sleeps  a  defender  of  the  Republic  receive  its  tribute. 
Let  orators  in  no  unmeaning  or  thoughtless  phrase,  but  in  sincerity, 
proclaim  the  glorious  deeds  they  wrought,  and  the  result  accomplished, 
and  thus  instil  into  the  hearts  of  the  people  a  patriotism  that  will  keep 
our  land  united  and  keep  every  man  a  defender  of  the  Nation's  honor. 
The  heroism  and  devotion  of  the  American  soldier  and  sailor  have 
given  to  jiistory  its  brightest  pages.  Living,  let  their  every  effort  be  for 
the  upbuilding  and  advancement  of  the  Nation.  Dead,  let  their  memory 
be  honored. 

II.  It  is  enjoined  upon  every  Post  that,  in  accordance  with  the  custom 
now  firmly  established  throughout  the  Order,  that  they  attend  divine 
service  on  the  Sunday  preceding  Memorial  Day. 

III.  The  Thirtieth  National  Encampment  provided  that  the  reading 
of  President  Lincoln's  Address  at  Gettysburg  be  made  a  special  feature 
in  all  Memorial  Day  Exercises  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  The  Address  is  published  herewith.  Com- 
manders of  Posts  will  direct  that  it  be  read  in  connection  with  the 
exercises  of  the  day. 


IV.    The  Commander-in-Chief  announces  with  sadness  the  death  of 
COMRADE  WHEELOCK  Q.  VEAZEY. 

Past  Commander  in-Chief  and  Past  Department  Commander  of  the 
Department  of  Vermont,  which  occurred  in  Washington,  D.  C,  March 
22,  1898.  He  was  born  in  Brentwood,  New  Hampshire,  December  5, 
1835,  was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  in  1859,  *  private  in  Co.  A, 
3d  Vermont  Volunteers,  May  1861,  promoted  to  Captain,  to  Major,  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  In  1862  became  Colonel  of  the  i6th  Regiment  Ver- 
mont Volunteers  and  was  mustered  out  with  them  in  August  1863. 
Failing  health  prevented  his  return  to  the  service.  He  was  awarded  a 
Congressional  Medal  of  Honor  **for  distinguished  gallantry  at  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863." 
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Comrade  Veazey  was  a  soldier  of  distinguished  service,  a  citizen  of 
spotless  character,  a  comrade  whom  we  all  loved  and  who  filled  every 
station  to  which  he  was  called  with  fidelity.  His  life,  filled  with  suc- 
cesses that  came  to  him  as  a  reward  for  honest  endeavor,  uprightness 
of  character  and  devotion  to  duty  in  war  and  in  peace,  must  serve  as  an 
inspiration  to  the  rising  generation,  and  be  to  his  comrades  of  the  war  a 
solace  and  a  comfort  in  an  hour  of  sadness.  He  was  a  conspicuous 
American  citizen  soldier.  We  loved  and  honored  hira  living,  and 
mourn  him  dead.  To  his  ashes  peace;  to  his  memory  everlasting 
honor. 


By  command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Cammander'tn-  Chief » 
THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Adjutant  General, 


President  Lincoln's  Address  at  Gettysburg,  Nov.  19,  1863. 

Four  score  and  seven  years  ago,  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this 
continent  a  new  Nation,  conceived  in  Liberty  and  dedicated  to  the 
proposition  that  all  men  were  created  equal.  Now  we  are  engaged 
in  a  great  Civil  War,  testing  whether  that  Nation,  or  any  other  Nation  so 
conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a 
great  battlefield  of  the  war.  We  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it 
as  the  final  resting  place  of  those  who  have  given  their  lives  that  the 
Nation  might  live. 

It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should  do  this,  but,  in  a 
larger  sense,  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  consecrate,  we  cannot 
hallow  this  ground,  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who  struggled 
here,  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  power  to  add  or  detract. 
The  world  will  very  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say 
here  ;  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here. 

It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfin- 
ished work  that  they  have  thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather 
for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us ; 
that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  that 
cause  for  which  they  here  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion ; 
that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in 
vain— that  the  Nation  shall,  under  God,  have  a  new  birth  of  Freedom, 
and  that  goverment  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the  people, 
shall  not  perish  from  the  earth. 
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General  Orders, )  Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
>•  Independence  Hall, 

No.  7.  J  Philadelphia,  June  24,  1898. 

I.  The  Commander-in-Chief  directs  the  attention  of  Post  Commanders 
to  the  necessity  of  forwarding  the  semi-annual  reports  of  Post  Adjutants 
and  Quartermasters  for  term  ending  June  30,  1898,  to  the  respective  De- 
partment Headquarters  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  If  Post  officers 
charged  with  making  reports  attend  to  their  duty,  no  Post  will  be  delin- 
quent as  to  reports  on  August  i,  1898.  and  Department  Commanders 
can  then  report  fully  to  these  Headquarters. 

II.  In  order  that  the  Roll  of  the  Thirty-second  National  Encampment 
may  be  prepared  and  printed,  Department  Commanders  who  have  not 
forwarded  the  credentials  of  the  members  of  their  respective  Depart- 
ments, who  are  members  of  the  Thirty -second  National  Encampment, 
will  do  so  without  delay.  Departments  delinquent  in  this  respect  on 
August  loth  will  not  appear  in  the  printed  Roll  of  the  Encampment. 

III.  National  officers  must  have  their  reports  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
Adjutant  General  not  later  than  August  loth  to  insure  their  being  printed 
for  the  use  and  information  of  the  Encampment.  Reports  received  by 
the  Adjutant  General  after  August  10,  1898,  will  not  be  presented  to  the 
Encampment  in  printed  form. 

IV.  The  report  of  the  Surgeon-General  made  to  the  last  National 
Encampment  (page  70,  printed  Proceedings),  included  the  term  ending 
June  30, 1897.  In  that  report  the  Surgeon-General  recommended  **that 
yearly  reports  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  be  only  required, 
instead  of  semi-annual,  as  at  present."  This  recommendation  was 
approved  and  adopted  by  the  Encampment.  As  one-lmlf  of  the  year 
ending  December  31,  1897,  had  already  been  reported  upon,  it  has  been 
deemed  unwise  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  include  that  in  another 
report,  or  to  make  a  report  for  but  six  months,  and  therefore  no  reports 
will  be  made  at  this  time  by  Post  Surgeons  or  Medical  Directors  of 
Departments  for  terms  ending  December  31,  1897,  and  June  30,  1898. 
Reports  made  December  31,  1898,  can  include  the  six  months  ending 
December  31, 1897,  and  the  year  ending  December  31,  1898. 

V.  The  Rules  and  Regulations  (Art.  XV,  Chap.  5),  provide  that  all 
alterations  or  amendments  thereto  that  "  have  been  approved  and  are 
presented  by  a  Department  Encampment,"  must  be  published^  and  at 
least  thirty  days*  notice  thereof  given  before  the  assembling  of  the 
National  Encampment.  To  comply  with  this  provision  of  the  Rules 
and  Regtilations  alterations  or  amendments,  to  be  presented  to  the 
National  Encampment,  must  be  received  at  the  Adjutant  GeneraPs 
Office  not  later  than  July  10.  1898.  All  received  up  to  this  time  have 
been  properly  acknowledged. 
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IMPORTANT 

VI.  The  Thirty-second  National  Encampment  will  be  held  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  during  the  week  September  5th  to  loth,  189S. 

The  parade  will  be  on  Wednesday,  September  7th. 

The  sessions  of  the  Encampment  on  Thursday  and  Friday,  September 
8th  and  9th. 

The  following  Resolution  is  published  by  request  of  the  Citizens*  Com- 
mittee : 

** Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Committee  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
"of  the  G.  A.  R.  be  requested  to  issue,  in  his  next  General  Order,  a  request  that 
*'all  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  all  military  or  other  organizations  connected 
''therewith,  desiring  the  use  of  halls  for  re-unions,  camp-fires,  etc.,  and  free 
''quarter  accommodations,  shall  make  known  their  wants  fully  to  the  Citizens' 
"Committee  at  once."  Address, 

EDWIN  STEVENS, 

Chairman  Citizens'  Committee^ 
P.  O.  Box  699. 

Cincmnati,  Ohio. 

The  Committee  desire  to  be  advised  as  above  at  the  earliest  possible 
time,  in  order  that  proper  assignments  may  be  made.  Posts,  organiza- 
tions and  comrades  acting  promptly  will  avoid  disappointment,  secure 
the  preference  that  follows  early  application,  and  materially  aid  the 
Committee  in  their  work.  Delay  will  result  in  disappointment  and 
discomfort.  Quarters  are  not  assigned,  halls  secured,  or  hotel  rates 
fixed  by  the  Adjutant  General.  Department  Commanders  should  com- 
mimica  e  freely  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Citizens*  Committee,  secure 
all  possible  information,  and  keep  their  respective  E>epartments  fully 
advised.  They  are  requested  to  stnd  Rosters  of  their  Department  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Citizens*  Committee. 

VII.  The  following  resignations  have  been  tendered  and  accepted  : 
J.  O.  Ladd,  as  member  of  National  Council  of  Administration,  Dept. 

of  Georgia.    Comrade  Ladd  has  been  elected  Department  Commander. 

J.  H.  Browning,  of  Department  of  Kentucky,  as  member  of  J^ational 
Council  of  Administration.  He  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Adjutant 
General.  Department  of  Kentucky. 

As  Aides-de-Camp  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief: 
Francis  J.  McQuirk,  Post  No.  371,  Watervliet,  New  York. 
Edward  Cahill,  Post  No.  42,  Lansing,  Michigan. 

VIII.  The  following  appointments  as  Aides-de-Camp  on  the  staff  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief  are  hereby  announced.  They  will  be  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly.  They  are  directed  to  report  in  writing,  with- 
out delay,  to  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Milton  A.  Gherst,  Lebanon,  Pa. 
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G€orgc  H.  Robinson 


J.  H.  Thibadeau 
Henry  Brown  . 
R.  E.  Mansfield  . 


Theodore  Wilkes 
Henry  A.  Root  . 
John  S.  Brademcyer 
Henry  P.  Spaeth 
James  B.  Mulky 
Henry  B.  Sparks 
Levi  L.  Gilpin    . 
John  W.  Short    . 
Amos  R.  Walter 
Daniel  W.  Wilson 
James  M.  Bell 
George  W.  Grnbbs 
William  H.  Ward 
William  M.  Pence 
Harry  Watts    .   . 
George  W.  Miller 


W.  R.  Lee  .    .    . 


Noble  H.  Creager  . 
William  T.  Keirle  . 
John  Reider  . 
Joseph  A.  Brooks  . 
John  R.  King  .  • 
Virgil  T.  Dorkins  . 
William  R.  Wallis 


Alexander  S.  Wright 


CALIFORNIA 
Post  No.     I  .    .   . 

GEORGIA. 
Post  No.     I  .   .   . 
7  .   .   . 
7  .   .   . 
INDIANA. 
Post  No.  18  .    .   . 
"       46  .   . 

68  .  .  . 
"  82.  .  . 
"  85  ,  .  . 
"  94.  . 
"  154.  .  . 
"  188  ..  . 
"  271 ..  : 
•*  20  .  .  . 
."  50.  .  . 
**  77  .  . 
"  87  .  .  , 
"  148.  .  , 
"  168.  .  , 
"  1  •  •,  . 
KANSAS. 


San  Francisco  (730  Ashbury  st.) 

Atlanta 
,  Charleston,  S.  C 
.  Charleston.  S.  C. 

Shelbyville 

Michigan  City 
Huntingburg 

Aurora 

Bloomington 

Rising  Sun 

Portland 
,  Liberty 
•  Fort  Wayne 

Seymour 
,  Galveston 
.  Martinsville 

Salem 

,  New  Castle 
,  Knightstown 
,  Terre  Haute 


Post  No.  85  .   .    .  Winfield 
MARYLAND. 


Post  No. 


3 

44 

I 

44 

'•  I 

"        19 

"       49 

MASSACHUSETTS 


.  Baltimore  (14  E.  Lexington  st) 
.  Baltimore  (2210  Wilkens  ave.) 
.  Baltimore  (408  Ensor  st.) 
.  Baltimore  (2612  E.  Baltimore) 
.  Baltimore  (Custom  House) 
.  Baltimore  (910  Warner  st.) 
.  Forest  Hill 


Adolph  Robinson  , 
WUliam  Keith    . 


J.  F.*  R.  Foss  , 


Post  No.     5  .    .   .  Manchester 

MICHIGAN. 

Post  No.  393  ..   .  Detroit 
"      419  ..    .  Bay  City 

MINNESOTA. 

,  Post  No.  —  ...  Minneapolis 
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MISSOURI. 

H.  T.  iiolmes Posi  No.     6  .   .    . 

NEW  YORK. 

George  A.  Drew Post  No.  44      .    . 

"       43- 


Parker  G.  Tymerson 
E.  Van  Leuvan  .... 
James  R.  Chamberlain  . 
William  H.  Fisher     .    . 


371 
4. 
60. 


Jefferson  Cily 

New  York  (225  E.  24th  sf.) 

Cohoes 

Watervliet 

Rochester 

Yonkers 


OHIO. 

Will  E.  Atkins Post  No.  268  .    .    .  Cincinnati 

Henry  W.  Lindergreen      .    .  '*         28  .    .    .  Geneva 

J.  T.  Woodward "         98  .    .    .  Urbana 

O.  P.  Walker •*       242  .    .    .  Williamstown 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

James  D.  Walker Post  No.    88  .    .    .  Allegheny 

H.  H.  Spayd '    "         17  .   .    .  MinersviUe 

F.  D.  McCoUum *•       167  ...  Oil  City 

John  Lawler "       165  .    .    .  Pittsburg 

Byron  O.  Camp **       453  ••    •  Montrose 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
George  Edward  Allen   .    .    .  Post  No.     10  ,    .    .  Providence 

IX.    The  following  special  appointments  are  announced  : 
To  be  special  Aids  in  Assisting  Legislation. 
Alexander  F.  McMillan    .    .  Post  No.      2  .    .    .  Washington,  D.  C. 
Samuel  R.  Slratton    .        .    .  '*  20  .    .    .  Washington,  D.  C. 

To  be  Special  Aid  in  Charge  of  Military  Instruction. 
H.  A.  LaSelle Post  No.  —  .    .    .  Beatrice,  Nebraska 


THOS.  J.  STEWART, 


By  Command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Comfnander-in-  Chief. 


Adjutant  General. 


General  Orders  \  Headquarters  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
\  Independence  Hall, 

No.  8.  \  Philadelphia,  July  25,  1898. 

I.  The  Commander-in-Chief  is  pleased  to  announce  that  great  success 
has  thus  far  attended  the  efforts  of  the  Citizens*  Committee  Thirty- 
second  National  Encampment,  G.  A.  R.,  in  arranging  for  the  comfort 
and  entertainment  of  the  comrades  who  attend  the  Encampment  and 
those  wlio  may  visit  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  during  the  week  5>eptember  5th  to 
loth,  inclusive. 
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II.  The  Commander-in-Chief  will  establish  Headquarters  at  '*  Grand 
Hotel,**  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Monday  September  5th.  at  10  a.  m. 

III.  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Council  of  Adminis- 
tration will  meet  at  Headquarters  of  Commander-in-Chief,  Grand  Hotel, 
Monday,  September  5th,  at  3  p.  m. 

IV.  The  National  Council  of  Administration  will  meet  at  Grqnd 
Hotel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  Tuesday,  September  6th,  at  2  p.  m.  Room 
in  which  to  meet  will  be  designated  by  the  Adjutant  General. 

V.  Aides-de-Camp  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  will, 
immediately  upon  their  arrival  in  Cincinnati,  report  for  duty  to  Milton 
A.  Gherst,  Senior  Aide-de-Camp,  at  Headquarters,  Grand  Hotel . 

VI.  The  parade  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  September  7th, 
will  move  at  10  a.  m.,  and  be  reviewed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief,  from  reviewing  stand  at  Washing, 
ton  Park,  Twelth  and  Race  Streets.  The  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Staff  will  leave  Grand  Hotel  at  9.30  a.  m.  General  Andrew  Hicken- 
looper  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  will  be  in  immediate  command  of  parade, 
and  will  issue  the  necessary  orders  as  to  formation  and  route. 

VII.  The  success  of  the  parade  depends  largely  upon  Department 
Commanders,  who  will  be  in  command  of  their  respective  Departments. 
They  should  organize  an  efficient  staff  of  working  active  comrades,  who 
understand  organization,  and  will  enforce  discipline,  and  who  will  see 
that  orders  are  not  only  promptly  and  properly  transmitted,  but  obeyed. 
It  is  most  important  that  Department  Commanders  place  themselves  in 
communication  with  General  Andrew  Hickenlooper,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
under  whose  immediate  direction  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  parade 
have  been  placed,  and  who  will  issue  all  necessary  orders  and  give  all 
information  in  connection  therewith.  Disregard  of  this  suggestion  will 
lead  to  confusion  and  disppointment  to  an  extent  that  may  reflect  serious 
discredit  upon  the  Department,  in  cases  where  the  Department  Command- 
ers do  not  do  their  duty.  Special  efforts  should  be  made  to  have  comrades 
appear  in  uniform,  and  the  introduction  in  the  column  of  features  and 
displays  that  are  unmilitary,  and  have  no  connection  with  the  Grand 
Army  should  not  be  permitted  by  Department  or  Post  Commanders. 

VIII.  The  Thirty-second  National  Encampment  will  hold  its  sessions 
in  Music  Hall,  and  will  be  called  together  promptly  at  10  a.  m.  Thursday^ 
September  8lh. 

IX.  The  following  named  comrades  will  constitute  the  Committee  on 
Credentials ; 

The  Adjuunt  General, 

A.  H.  Evans Department  of  Iowa. 

R.  M.  Smock Department  of  Indiana. 

J.  H.  Thacher Department  of  Connecticut. 

James  P.  Averill Department  of  Georgia. 
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They  will  report  for  duty  to  the  Adjutant  General  at  Headquarters, 
Grand  Hotel,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  Tuesday,  September  6th,  at  lo  a.  m. 
and  will  continue  on  duty  until  all  Departments  have  reported.  Depart- 
ment Commanders,  or  by  their  direction  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General 
of  the  Department,  will  immediately  upon  arrival  at  Cincinnati  report  to 
the  Committee  the  names  and  the  number  of  members  of  the  Thirty- 
second  National  Encampment,  present  from  their  respective  Depart- 
ments, and  when  report  is  approved  by  Committee,  the  Adjutant 
General  will  issue  the  Representative  badges  to  which  the  Department 
may  be  entitled. 

X.  The  following  resolution  is  republished  for  the  information  of  all 
concerned : 

** Resolved ^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Committee  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
"of  the  G.  A.  R.  be  requested  to  issue,  in  his  next  General  Order,  a  request  that 
*'all  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army,  and  all  military  and  other  organizations  connected 
''therewith,  desiring  the  use  of  halls  for  re-unions,  camp-fires,  etc.,  and  free 
** quarter  accommodations,  shall  make  known  their  wants  fully  to  the  Citizens* 
* 'Committee  at  once." 

Address, 

EDWIN  STEVENS, 

Chairman  CiHseni  Committee ^ 
P.  O.  Box  699. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

XI.  The  following  general  information  is  given  concerning  the  work 
of  the  local  committee.  Thirty-one  school  houses  have  been  secured 
for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  free  quarters.  Comrades  using  these 
quarters  will  provide  themselves  with  blanket  and  towels. 

Eighteen  thousand  comrades  have  already  been  assigned  free  quarters. 

Camp  Sherman,  adjoining  Chester  Park,  will  have  sufficient  tentage 
to  accommodate  eight  thousand  comrades.  Applications  for  free  quar- 
ters will  be  made  to  Citizens'  Committee  as  per  resolution  publbhed 
above. 

Varied  entertainment  has  been  provided  on  a  most  extensive  scale  for 
ihe  entire  week.  The  greater  portion  of  it  will  be  free.  Where  charges 
are  made  the  rates  of  admission  to  comrades  will  be  reduced  one-half, 
and  in  order  that  comrades  may  secure  the  reduced  rates,  a  coupon  book 
will  be  issued  by  the  Citizens*  Committee  to  those  who  wear  the  badge 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

XII.  The  following  rates  of  transportation  are  announced  by  the 
Citizens*  Committee :  In  Central  Passenger  Traffic  Association  territory 
between   Buffalo  and  Pittsburg  on  the  East,  Mississippi  River  on  the 
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West,  Chicago  on  North,  and  Ohio  River  on  South,  one  cent  per  mile. 
Other  territory  one-half  regular  fare  to  beginning  of  Central  Traffic 
Association  territory,  and  one  cent  per  mile  remainder  of  way. 

XIII.  The  sentence  of  dishonorable  discharge  from  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  imposed  upon  H.  Clay  Hall  of  the  Department  of  New 
York  by  a  general  court-martial  the  proceedings  and  Endings  of  which 
were  approved  in  Special  Order,  No.  27,  Headquarters  G.  A.  R.,  dated 
September  loth,  1886,  is  hereby  remitted,  and  the  said  H.  Clay  Hall  is 
restored  to  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  The  pun- 
ishment already  undergone  for  the  oftence  committed,  the  advanced  age 
of  the  comrade,  his  earnest  plea  for  restoration  to  comradeship,  approved 
by  intermediate  authorities  induces  the  Commander-in-Chief  to  extend 
this  clemency. 

XIV.  The  Rules  and  Regulations,  Article  XV,  Chapter  V,  provide 
that  amendments  shall  have  been  approved  and  presented  by  a  Depart- 
ment Encampment,  and  notice  thereof  given  by  the  Adjutant  General  at 
least  thirty  days  before  the  assembling  of  the  National  Encampment. 

The  following  proposed  amendments  have  been  adopted  and  pre- 
sented by  the  Department  Encampments  named,  and  have  been  properly 
certified  to  the  Adjutant  General : 

By  the  Department  of  Idaho: 

1.  A  picket  post  may  be  established  at  any  point  not  less  than  ten  miles  from 
a  regular  Post  of  the  Grand  Army,  upon  the  special  order  of  a  Department 
Commander,  and  through  a  special  mustering  officer.  Such  mustering  officer 
may  proceed  to  the  picket  line,  and  if  not  less  than  five  persons  eligible  to  mem- 
beship  are  present,  he  may  muster   the  same  as   Picket  No.  :    .  ,.    .  G.  A.  R. 

under  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of He  shall  communicate 

to  the  picket  post  the  national  countersign  and  the  unwritten  work  of  the  order 
and  he  shall  confer  the  badge  and  administer  the  obligation  in  ritual  form.  Each 
member  of  the  picket  post  shall  pay  the  mustering  officer  one  dollar,  which 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  who  shall  therefore  issue  a 
charter  for  such  post,  one  badge  for  each  member,  a  small  record  book,  and 
necessary  application  and  report  blanks. 

2.  Each  picket  post  shall  elect  a  First  Sergeant  annually,  who  shall  serve 
until  the  close  of  the  next  Memorial  Day,  or  until  his  successor  is  elected  or  is 
appointed  by  the  next  Department  Commander.  He  shall  represent  the  picket 
post  at  the  annual  encampments  of  the  Grand  Army  :  he  shall  conduct  the  burial 
of  deceased  Union  soldiers  according  to  the  ritual;  he  shall  require  the  observ- 
ance of  Memorial  Day  ;  he  shall  remit  annually  to  the  Assistant  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each  member,  with  a  list  of  the  comrades 
in  his  picket  post,  and  shall  report  his  post  upon  forms  provided  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. He  may  receive,  obligate  and  instruct  new  members  unani- 
mously received  by  the  picket  post. 
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3.  The  Commander-in-Chief  shall  formulate  general  rules  for  the  guidance 
of  the  picket  posts,  and  may  add  to  or  modify  such  rules,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  National  Encampment. 

By  the  Department  of  Indiana: 

Add  to  Section  2,  Article  4,  Chapter  3,  the  following  sentence:  **  Provided^ 
That  any  Department  may,  at  its  option,  consolidate  the  offices  of  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  and  Assistant  Quartermaster  General. '* 

By  the  Department  of  Massachusetts  : 

Add  to  Paragraph  I,  Section  I,  Article  2,  Chapter  4:  ** Provided,  Thai  no 
Past  Commanders-in-Chief,  Past  Vice  Commanders-in-Chief,  who  shall  have 
been  elected  subsequently  to  the  National  Encampment  of  1898,  shall  by  virtue 
of  such  position  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  NationalEncampment." 

Add  to  Paragraph  III,  Section  i,  Article  2,  Chapter  4 :  "  Provided^  That  no 
Past  Department  Commander,  who  shall  have  been  elected  subsequently  to  the 
National  Encampment  of  1898,  shall  by  virtue  of  such  position  be  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  the  National  Encampment." 

Add  to  Paragraph  I,  Article  II,  Chapter  3:  ''  Provided,  That  no  Past  Depart- 
ment Commander,  who  shall  have  been  elected  subsequently  to  the  National 
Encampment  of  1898,  shall  by  virtue  of  such  position  be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  a 
Department  Encampment.'' 

By  the  Department  of  Nebraska  : 

*'To  provide  for  a  system  of  Annual  Reports  of  Posts  and  Department 
Officers  instead  of  Semi-Annual  Reports,  as  now  prescribed,  based  on  the 
Report  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  the 
Thirty-first  National  Encampment,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y." 

By  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Amend  Chapter  V,  Section  4,  Article  IV,  Rules  and  Regulations,  by  cutting 
out  all  after  the  word  "dues/'  so  that  the  section  shall  read  as  follows:  ** Sec- 
tion 4.  If  a  member  of  a  Post  shall  be  one  year  in  arrears  for  dues  he  shall  be 
notified  thereof  in  writing  by  the  Post  Quartermaster,  and  on  failure  for  two 
months  thereafter  to  pay  such  dues,  he  may  by  vote  of  the  Post  be  dropped  from 
the  rolls,  unless  relieved  from  such  payment.  Provided,,  That  he  has  been  pre- 
viously suspended  and  so  reported  in  accordance  with  the  preceeding  section, 
and  may  be  re-instated  in  any  Post  upon  application  duly  made,  referred  and 
reported  upon,  and  on  payment  of  one  year's  dues." 

XV.  The  following  resolutions  have  been  adopted  by  the  Department 
Encampments  named,  certified  to  the  Adjutant  General,  and  will  be 
presented  to  the  National  Encampment. 
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By  the  Department  of  New  York. 

Whereas,  The  United  States  of  America  and  many  of  the  States,  as  well  as 
organizations  of  veteran  soldiers  and  sailors,  have  done  much  to  honor  those 
who  have,  by  their  achievements,  contributed  to  the  glory  of  the  history  of  the 
Republic  by  erecting  fitting  monuments  commemorative  of  their  services,  but  no 
such  memorial  has  been  reared  to  Comrade  Benjamin  F.  Stevenson,  M.  D., 
founder  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  who,  on  April  6,  1866,  at  Decatur, 
111.,  instituted  the  first  Post  of  the  Order,  with  which  his  name  must  ever  be 
closely  connected ;  and 

Whereas*  There  is  pending  before  Uie  55th  Congress  a  joint  resolution 
(H.  Res.  203)  introduced  by  Comrade  and  Hon.  Amos  J.  Cummiogs,  M.  C,  of 
New  York,  which  is  intended  to  permit  the  erection  of  the  monument  or  statue 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  late  Benjamin  F.  Stevenson,  M.  D.,  of  Illinois, 
founder  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  the  Capitol  of  the  Nation,  the 
further  purpose  in  view  being  to  do  honor  by  such  a  memorial  to  our  beloved 
Order,  the  greatest  and  most  powerful  patriotic  organization  in  the  world,  which 
resolution  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
and 

Whereas,  It  is  fitting  that  such  a  memorial  should  be  credited  as  the  volun- 
teer act  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  none 
other ;  therefore  be  it 

Resolved  That  the  Department  of  the  New  York  G.  A.  R.,  in  the  Annual  En- 
campment assembled,  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  May  18-19,  189^*  hereby  and  with  one 
accord  favor  the  passage  of  the  Joint  Resolution  by  Congress  herein  referred  to, 
and  the  erection  of  such  a  memorial  to  our  late  Comrade  Benjamin  F.  Stephen- 
son, M.  D.,and  recommend  to  the  National  Encampment  to  assemble  at  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  September  5-10,  1898,  that  the  proper  steps  be  taken  to  secure 
the  necessary  subscriptions  from  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for 
the  purpose  herein  indicated.  To  this  end  the  Commander  and  Delegates  to 
the  National  Encampment  from  this  Department  are  authorized  and  empowered 
to  present  and  urge  this  matter  for  consideration. 


*•  Whereas,  Congress  after  a  long  period  of  delay,  has  at  last  rightfully  recog* 
nizcd  the  members  of  the  United  States  Military  Telegraph  Corps  who  served 
in  the  army  during  th*;  War  of  the  Rebellion  as  an  integral  part  of  that  Army, 
and  by  Act  approved  January  26,  1897,  fixed  its  status  as  a  corps  of  the  United 
States  Army  ;  and 

»*  Whereas,  The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  through  its  .National  En- 
campment, has  declared  that  the  said  corps  constituted  in  fact  a  part  of  the 
Union  Army,  partaking  largely  of  its  hardships  and  dangers,  whilst  rendering 
invaluable  aid ;  and 
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"Whereas,  The  members  of  the  United  Sutes  Military  Telegraph  Corps 
have  made  an  appeal  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for  admission  into  its 
ranks ;  Therefore,  be  it 

"  Resolved^  That  we  hereby  endorse  that  appeal  and  earnestly  request  the 
National  Encampment  to  grant  it." 

By  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 

"  Whereas,  The  soldiers  of  the  late  Civil  War  are  fast  approaching  a  time 
when  disease  from  exposure  is  more  apt  to  seize  them,  and  their  infirmities  are 
fast  becoming  such  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  march  long  distances  and 
endure  hardship  and  exposure  without  jeopardy  to  their  health  ;  and 

Whereas,  Although  a  very  beautiful  ceremony  is  provided  in  the  Ritual  for 
use  at  the  grave  of  the  dec!ieased  comrade,  no  ceremony  is  provided  for  use  at 
the  home  of  the  deceased,  in  order  that  these  comrades  who  cannot  accompany 
the  remains  to  their  last  resting-place  may  participate  in  the  solemn  exercises ; 
therefore  be  it  • 

Resolved^  That  this  Department  recommends  to  the  National  Encampment  to 
prepare  and  add  to  the  funeral  ceremonies  already  provided,  a  ceremony  which 
may  be  used  at  the  home  of  the  deceased  in  case  of  necessity. 

By  the  Department  of  the  Potomac. 

Resolved^  That  proper  steps  be  taken,  either  directly  by  this  Department  of 
the  G.  A,  R.  or  through  the  National  Headquarters  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  to  prepare 
and  present  to  Congress,  and  to  urge  the  passage  thereof,  of  a  bill  which  shall 
provide  in  express  terms  that  in  all  laws  passed  heretofore  or  hereafter,  it  shall 
be  held  that  the  word  "veteran"  thall  apply  to  any  and  every  soldier,  sailor  or 
marine  who  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  war  specified,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  therefrom,  regardless  of  period  of  enlistment  or  length 
of  service,  unless  in  the  act  itself  said  word  shall  be  expressly  limited  to  those 
who  re-enlisted  after  a  prior  service  ;  and  that  in  all  laws  passed  heretofore  or 
hereafter  said  words  veteran  or  veterans,  soldier  or  soldiers,  sailor  or  sailors, 
marine  or  marines,  officer  or  officers,  of  the  late  war,  or  of  any  war,  shall  be  held 
to  apply  to  no  other  person  or  persons  than  those  who  have  served  in  the  force 
of  the  United  States,  unless  otherwbe  specially  stated  in  the  act. 


Whereas,  Nearly  all  Departments  of  the  Grand  Army  desire  headquarters 
at  the  National  Encampments  in  the  same  hotel  with  National  Headquarters ; 
and 

Whereas.  A  hotel  is  seldom  found  of  sufficient  capacity  to  properly  accom- 
modate all ;  therefore,  in  order  to  avoid  the  congestion  and  discomfort  usually 
experienced,  be  it 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  335 

Resohtedy  67  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  in  Annual  Encampment 
assembled,  that  on  the  occasion  of  a  National  Encampment,  National  Head- 
quarters of  the  Grand  Army  should  not  be  located  at  ihe  same  hotel  with  the 
National  Headquarters  of  any  other  organization. 

Resolved^  That  medals  of  honor  should  be  granted  only  according  to  the  true 
intent  of  the  law  providing  therefor;  that  is,  for  signal  acts  of  heroism,  gallantry, 
fortitude,  or  voluntary  exposure  to  extraordinary  hazard  performed  against  or  in 
the  presence  of  the  enemy. 

Resolved^  further^  That  the  National  Encampment  be  requested  to  take  such 
measures  as  in  its  wisdom  may  seem  proper,  to  check  and  redress  the  laxity  that 
has  notoriously  invaded  the  bestowal  of  these  priceless  rewards  for  highly  dis- 
tinguished conduct  or  service. 

By  the  Department  ok  Tennessee. 
Resolved^  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  Encampment  that  all  Union  men  in  Ten- 
nessee, who  were  conscripted  into  the  Rebel  Army,  1862,  and  who,  during  that 
year,  deserted  from  said  Army  and  enlisted  and  were  honorably  (discharged  in 
the  United  States  Army,  should  be  rendered  eligible  for  admission  into  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  And  our  Representatives  to  the  Thirty-second 
National  Encampment  are  hereby  instructed  to  advocate  before  that  body,  an 
amendment  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  providing  for  the  admission  into  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  the  class  of  Union  Soldiers  above  referred  to. 

XVI.  The  following  resignations  have  been  tendered  and  accepted 
as  Aides-de-Camp  on  Staff  of  Commander-in-Chief : 

David  E.  Proctor,  Post  No.  71,  Wilton,  New  Hampshire ;  Rufns  Dag- 
gett, Post  No.  53,  Utica,  New  York. 

XVII.  The  following  appointments  on  the  Staff  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  are  hereby  announced.  They  will  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordingly.  Those  appointed  Aides-de-Camp  will  report  at  once  in 
writing  to  the  Chief  of  Staff,  Milton  A.  Gherst,  Lebanon,  Pa. 

To  be  Assistant  Adjutant  General 
J.  L.  Bennett,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

To  be  Aides-de-  Camp, 
INDIAN  TERRITORY 

John  S.  Hammer Post  No.  —  ...  Ardmore 

MINNESOTA 

James  H.  Baker Post  No.  19  .    .    .  Mankato 

S.  Shook **         65  .    .    .  Aitken 

H.H.  Kheil ♦•       113.    .    .  Verndalc 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
Thomas  H.  Mayo  ....      Post  No.    65  .   .    .  West  Stewartstown 
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NEW  YORK. 
Lafayette  W.  Ames   ....  Post  No.    53  .    .    .  Utica 
Reuben  A.  Schofield     ...  "       486  .    .    .  Pennyan 

TENNESSEE. 

John  T.  Wilder Post  No.    26  .    .    .  Johnson  City 

W.  F.  Ross •«         14  .    .    .  Knoxville 

By  command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 

Commander-in'  Chief, 
THOS.  J.  STEWART, 

Adjutant  General. 


General  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Grand  Army  op  the  Republic, 
No.  9.  /       Thirty-second  National  Encampment. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  September  9,  1898. 

I.  Comrade  James  A.  Sexton,  of  Illinois,  having  been  chosen  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  for  the  ensuing 
year,  upon  his  installation  my  duties  as  Commander-in-Chief  will  cease. 
To  the  comrades  who  have  been  officially  associated  with  me  during  the 
past  year,  my  thanks  are  tendered  for  their  active  and  earnest  co-opera- 
tion, as  well  as  for  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies  extended. 

The  cordial  support  of  the  Comradeship  of  Xht  Order  given  me  in 
the  discharge  of  my  duties  is  sincerely  appreciated. 

By  Command  of  J.  P.  S.  GOBIN, 
THOS.  J.  STEWART,  Commandet -in- Chief, 

Adft,  General. 
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